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troops voted by Congress, 



Preliminary remarks. An historical narrative 
which wilfully offends against truth, or distorts 
it to serve party purposes, is an imposture ; 
and one that is devoid of feeling is a skeleton : 
the one, unprincipled ; the other, spiritless and 
forbidding. We, in the discharge of our hum- 
ble office, i^ill strive to eschew both ; keeping 
clear, to the Ijcst of our ability, of the lively, 
but prejudiced and disingenuous political 
pamphlet, on the one hand ; and of the 
dry and meagre outline of the mere an- 
nalist, on the other. Wc write, jealously 
observant of truth, so far as wc can discern it ; 
but, at the same time, we arc not ashamed to 
confess thit we write with emotion, — as from 
the heart, — and a heart too, which, to its last 
pulsation, will remain true, we hope, to the 
glorious British constitution. To tell of gradual 
estrangement and final collision, where nature 
herself, no less than interest, urged to close 
mlKance ; to recite the afflicting details of war, 
where peace, to either side, was in an emin 
ent degree prosperity, happiness, and wisdom; 
— ^this is our undcrtakiQg, and the occasion of 
H we wen may, as we do, most conscientiously 
deplore. In such a strife of brothers, victory, 
even on our own side, is not recorded without 
pain which a man feels when he I 



! discovers that the errors of human conduct 
have given him an enemy where, in the ties 
j of common language and race, Divine Provi- 
dence, he might argue, had designed that he 
should find a friend. The late war witli the 
j United States is not the only contest in the 
I worldV historj', which warns us that the per- 
I manent peace of nations, is not to he implicitly 
j trusted to the mere physical circumstance of 
their being ** gentes unim labil ; " yet the con- 
.^^iousness that we have fought, even in self- 
defence, with those who speak the same tongue 
and claim the same lineage with ourselves, 
will be felt to damp the ardor of triumph in 
the moment of victory, and to cloud its remem- 
brance afterwards. To this feeling we are not 
insensible ; yet, at the same time, it would be 
affectation in us to disguise the satisfaction we 
derive from the conviction that the War of 
1812 was attended with,at lcast,one good result 
It shewed that Canada, as to her deliberate 
preference of British connection, and her devo- 
tion to the British throne, was sound to the 
hearths core. By declaimers in Congress— who 
refused to hear the voice of reason from the 
just and sensible minority in that Legislature 
—the loyalty of Canada was impeached,-^ 
spoken of as a thing of nought, to be corrupted 
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by the first offered bribe, detached from its 
hollow adherence to British rule by the first 
military proclainalion, or daunted by the first 
gleam of the Republican bayonets. Trans- 
ported with the genuine spirit of democratic 
inebriation, these Congress declaimcrs were 
never able, for a moment,*to entertain the idea 
of loyalty, superior to all the arts and enchant- 
ments of democratic seduction, growing up 
to any extent under the mild and equitable 
and parental rule of Great Britain : — of filial 
love incorruptible, inseparably weaving itself 
round the time-honored institutions of a mon- 
archy popular, free, and engrossing the hearts 
of its subjects. Disaffection, in their judgment, 
prevailed far and wide in Canada : disaffection, 
according to their confident but not very states- 
man-like vaticinations, was to affonl them an 
easy conquest. The ma^-s of our population 
vrerc to rush into their arms : very dilicrcnt 
was the spirit which our invaders, when they 
crossed the line, found amongst us, — they 
found a spirit, not fondly anticipating their 
embrace, but sternly prepared to grai;ple with 
tticm in mortal conliict ; not pliant for proselyt- 
ism,"T)iIt-ne-«KiiJ Jbr battle ; and they found 
that spirit (we say iTnbt-hi4ultprness, but we 



say it with honest pride), they fouiT^^k^t^supremacy for which they bore the nuisket and 



spirit too much for them. Their invasion v.as 
repelled ; and with it were repelled likewise 
their groundless imputations against the fidel- 
ity and attachment of the Canadas to the parent 
state. 
~ Tlius-had-CacadaJhc^ credit of contributing 



commanded the respect, and even awakened 
the fears of Creat Britain; we do not forget 
that their entci-prise by land ended in discom- 
fiture, and that Canada was greatly iiistru- 
mcntal to that discomfiture. It was by the 
side of a mere handful of British troops that 
our Canadian i^iilitia achieved the expulsion 
of the invading foe ; and, what is mere, we 
do not regard it as an extravagant supposition 
that, had the Motlicr Country been unable to 
send them a single soldier, but regular oiliccrs 
onl}', to disci})line and lead them, their own 
true hearts and strong anus — so thoroughly 
was their spirit roused — would, unaided, have 
won the day. Be this as it may ; Canada did 
her part, and nobly too. Far be it from us 
to think of casting away or of unworthily 
hiding the laurels which she has gained ; 
though most sincere is our de.-ire to interweave 
with them for aye the olive branch of peace. 
Many of her native sons who took up arms in 
lier defence, arc still ii\ing amongst us, hon- 
ored as they deserve to be ; and so long as 
they shall be spared to us (and may Almighty 
God spare them long), we trust that political 
vicissitude will not bring them the mortilica- 
tion of seeing the great principle of British, 



her quota to the brilliant evidence which hfs-^cherisbeA as.,a_pear] of great price by an affec- 



tory supplies — in patriotic struggles and sacri- 
fices such as the peasant- warfare of the Tyrol,, 
and the conflagration of Moscow — that mon- 
archy may evoke in itsbehalf a spirit of chiv- 
alrous devotion, and implant a depth of religi- 
on Taith,~cquatc^en.-iiLthc^trcngth and vigor 
and courage of the moment, to democratic fbr-- 
vor, and infinitely superior to it in sustained 
effort and patient endurance. 

As to the gallant spirit" anB Ihc bold deeds 
of our adversaries, sorry should we be — with 
7)OT^rs~-6p^n-jQ_thcir merit — to depreciate 



ns, depreciated our loyalty. "Whilst we fi-ankly 
tcaTtcsthnony t© thiuivskiU and their valor, 
on the lakes and sea more especially ; wTiilst 
we confess that the energy and the success 
with which they worked their diminutive navy 



drew Tricn^wo4:iljJ[aning into anything like gen- 
eral diiircpute. And w]T(JiT,'mt>lied[ence to ihe 
conunon destiny of men, they shall ha^'vTfeT^a^ 
removed, may their spirit long survive them, 
animating the bosoms of an equally gallant and 
loyal race in generations yet unborn, and 



tionate mother country, in *' tho adofrtion and- 
steady prosecution of a good system of colonial 
government." 

We proceed now to take up, in the order of 
time, the causes of the war. \J 



'Hie Berlin Decree, 
21si Novcinf.er, 1806. 



Placed iii a positfen-of _ 
power, apparently im- 
pregnable^ by bisTccent. victory _of Jena (14th _ 
Oct., 1806), which lefl the Prussian monarchy 
prostrate at his feet : but smarting still with 
them as they, in their imperfcctivn&wIedgGjpfj the galling memory of Trafalgar, the French 

Emper6f~dT!cmed^hc^pportunity afforded by 
tho complete humiliation of IWssifr'iavo?a«->^ 
bic-forretummg, as fiercely and as fully as ho 
could, the terrible blow inflicfcd by ~€h"e&l - 
Britain in tho annihilation of his navy. Disa- 
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bled fn»m attcmpling his revenge where the 
ruinons catastrophe had befallen him, — on the 
sea, from which his fleets had been swept by 
the skill and courage and maritime genius of 
his island-foe ; he put forth the full strength 
of his pasi^ionate nature and his prodigious 
energies to accomplish on the land, where his 
arms had been hitherto irresistable, those plans 
for the destruction of British cotnmerce, which 
— as Mr. Alison has described them — were 
owing to " no momentary burst of anger or 
sudden fit of exultation; but the result of 
much thought and anxious deliberation/' 
These plans were embodied in the famous 
manifesto which is known by the name of "the 
Berlin Decree," having been issued on the 21st 
November, 180G, from the subjug:ited court 
of the unfortunate King of Prussia. 

The Berlin Decree is an ordinance familiar to 
all, mainly through the medium of Mr. Ali- 
son*s widely circulated history ; but in order 
to make our present publication as complete 
in itself as we can, we will introduce the eleven 
articles of the Decree,* as they appear in that 
admirable work to which, no less than to its 
own extraordinary pretensions, the Berlin De- 
cree is likely to be indebted for immortality. 

Ri-„rou- execution ^^ « undoubtedly COr- 

oi ihe Decree. Ycct to consider Buona- 

parte's anathema against Jh'itish commerce as 
being, in ono sense, extravagant and frantic, 
for it introduced a system of warfare unparal- 
leled in the annals of civilized nations, and the 
menaces it expressed very far exceeded the 
ability of its author to carry them out It is, 
however, quite contrary to fact, to represent 
it as a mere ebullition of rage, and a proceed- 
ing utterly Quixotic and impracticable. It 
said, in effect, to Great Britain, — " The French 
Einpchor declares that you shall have no trade ;" 
and, although the extinction of British trade 
was gro'itly beyond his power, there is no 
question that he was able to inllict upon it) 
and did inflict upon it, senous damage. The 
Berlin Decree was far from being a vapoury 
threat. It did not, by any means, resolve 
itself into empty air, but was rigorously exe- 
cuted ; and the losses known to have been suf- 
fercd under its operation were in many in- 
stances extremely severe. In the Hans 
Towns, for example, the proprietors of KngHi-h 

* See Decree at end of chapter. 



merchandise were glad to be allowc<l to com- 
pound for their valuable goods with the large 
payment of £800,000. The Berlin Decree 
obviously, then, was not — as politicians in the 
United States would liave it — a tlead letter. 

Brin.h Ord..r in Pressed by this ud- 
Couiicii:^ih Jan. 1807. usual and thR^atening 

emergency,the British Ministry were evideutlj 
forced to ado])t defensive measures. Accord- 
ingly, on the 7th January, lb07, the Order in 
Council, which will be found in the note 
below,* was issued, — being the first of those 

• Ur.ITISII OIIDER or COUNCIL. 

At the Court at the Qto'^ji'a Palace^ ' Januaf^ 

7, 1807. 

PRESKNT, 

The King's Most Kxcellont Miycsty in Council. 

" Wh«*ro:iJ» the French (iovornmcnt has issued 
certain ordorH, which, in violation of the usages of 
war, purport to prohibit the couiinerco of all neu- 
tral nations with his niajc.Htys dominions ; and also 
to prevent such nations from trailing with any 
other country in any articles the growtli, produce, 
or manufacture of his majesty's dominions ; and 
whereiis the said (lovcrnment hasal.^o taken upon 
itself to dt'clare all his MujOfity's domhiions'to be in 
a state of bh>.'k.; K', at a time when the fleets of 
France and her allies are themselves confined 
within their own ports, by the superior valour and 
discipline of the British navy ; and whereas such 
attemjjts on the part of tho enemy would give to 
his maj«>>ly an uixpie-^tionable right of retaliation, 
and would warrant his majesty in enforcing the 
same proliibition of all commerce with France^ 
which that power vainly hopes to eflcct against 
the conunerce of his majesty's subjects, a prohibi- 
tion which the superi(»rity of his majesty's naval 
forces might enable him to support, by actually 
investing the ports and coasts ot the enemy with 
numerous s(ina<lrons and cruisers, so as to make 
the entrance or approach thereto manifestly dan- 
gerous ; and whereas his mrtjosty, thougli unwilling 
to follow the example of his enemies, by proceed- 
ing: to an extremity so distressing to all nationn 
not engaged in the war, and carrying on their ac- 
customed trade, yet feels himself bound by a duo 
reganl to the jn.-t defence of the rights and inter- 
ests of his people, not to suffer such measures to 
be taken by the enemy, without taking some 
steps on his part to restrain this violence, and to 
return upon them the evils of their own injtistice; 
his majesty is thereupon pleased, by and with the 
advice of his privy council, to order, and it ia 
hereby ordered, that no vessel shall be permitted 
to trade from ono port to another, both wliich ports 
shall belong to, or be in the posse?sion of France 
or her allies, or shall be so far under their control 
as that British vessels may not freely trade thereat ; 
and the commanders of his majesty's ships of 
war and privateers shall be, and are hereby in- 
structed to warn every neutral v(?ssel connng from 
any such port, and destined to another such port, 
to discontiuuo her voyage, and not to proceed to 
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tw'o memorable Orders which, unhappily, con- 
tributed to aggravate the prejudices previously 
entertained against Great Britain by a large 
majority of the inhabitants of the United 
States, and supplied the ostensible, but — as 
circumstances, to be hereafter noticed, entitle 
us to argue — not the real ground for the War 
of 1812. It is well to bear in mind that this 
Order was not the production of a Tory Min- 
istry^ but of a Whig Cabinet, headed by Mr. 
Fox, — a man who will hardly be charged with 
any bias towards the arbitrary exercise of the 
influence and power of the British Crown. It 
is still more important to remark that, when 
Mr. Munroe, the United States Minister in 
London, communicated the Order to his 
government, he did so with comments expres- 
sive of concurrence and satisfaction. *' The 
upirit of this Order," observes Mr. Alison, " was 
to deprive the French, and all the nations sub- 
ject to their control, which had embraced the 
Continental system, of the advantages of the 
coasting trade in neutral bottoms : and, con- 
sidering the much more violent and extensive 
character of the Berlin Decree, there can be 
no doubt that it was a very mild and lenient 
measure of retaliation." 



The issuing of the Or- 



The Order in Coun- 
cil ihoujjli MricilyjuM, 
noi iKThap* iiie best dcr in Council, though 

course open lo ihc . . ^ -, r> mi 

Hriiish Government. J"8t and defensible, was, 
perhaps, an infelicitous proceeding. The 
British Government might have tried mstead 
one or other of two expedients, either of which, 
as matters turned out, would probably have 
answered better than that which was adopted. 
If they would not have been justified in treat- 
ing the Emperor\s fulmination with contempt ; 
they might — on the one bund — have paused, 
at least, to ascertain whether neutral powers 
would acquiesce in his furious enactment. 



any such port ; and any vessel, after being so 
"Warned, or any vessel coming from any such port, 
after a reasonable time shall have been afforded 
for receiving information of this his raajesty^e 
orders which shall bo found proceeding to another 
such port, shall be captured and brought in, and, 
together with her cargo, shall be condemned as 
lawful prize. And his majesty's principal secret- 
aries of etiite, the lords conunissioners of the 
admiralty, and the judges of the high court of 
admiralty, and courts of vice admiralty, are to take 
the necessary meapures herein as to them shall 
respectively appertain. 

W. Fawkkner. 



This would have put the United Statos to the 
test. Had they acquiesced, their French sym- 
pathies woidd have stood confessed, and the 
pretext of a grievance — not discovered until 
an interval of some months had elapsed* — in 
tlic Order in Council, woidd have been com- 
pletely shut out; had they remonstrated; 
that would have been taking part with justice, ' 
and Buonaparte uiight have given way. Or — 
on the other hand — the boldest course of all 
might have been pui-sued, and the whole 
strength of our irresistible navy sent to lay. 
waste the French coast from Ostcnd to Ba- 
yonne, which would soon have brought Buona- 
parte to reason, and made him consider deliver- 
ance from such a scourge — the severity of 
which he had good cause to know and dread 
— cheaply purchased by the abrogation of his 
Decree. The British CJovernment, however, 
resolved on a middle course ; and published 
the " Onler in Council," which, whilst it was 
insufficient to repel the violence of the enemy, 
assisted afterwards to bring on collision with 
a neutral power. Still— as wo have said, and 
will repeat — the Order in Coimcil, if it were 
comparatively feeble and inefficient, stands 
nevertheless, as to justice, on a position per- 
fectly una.ssailable. 



si 



Tho United Stoles The alternative of ob- 

mise no voice af^amsl . , . , . 

Uiioimpane>s Decree. Servant mactivity might 
have been tried at the outset ; but certainly 
could not have been long maintained ; and 
must have given place soon to energetic resist- 
ance. AVliilst the Berlin Decree was being 
unsparingly executed, the neutral nations of 
Denmark, Portugal, and the United States — 
by abstaining from remonstrance — received it, 
as we arc warranted in con.Mdering, with at 
least silent acquiescence. The silence of the 
United States is the more to be deplored, 
because that country — remote from the theatre 
of war, and completely secure from any at- 
tempt of Buonaparte to shut up its ports — 
might have spoken out in frank and honest 
tonus with safety. It is to be regretted, how- 
ever, that the current of public feeling had 
already begun to set the other way. When 
tidings of the first aggression on the part of 
the French Kmperor reached them, no voice 

* The first notice of it js to be found in the Trcs- 
ident's angry mesj-oge of October 27, 1801. 
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of public indignation was raised ; no authori- 
tativ^documcnt emanated from the govern- 
ment indicating, even indirectly and in the 
mildest terms, their sense of the outrage which 
had been committed by the oppressor and 
trampler of Europe. Not a word even of 
expostulation was breathed by the great Nortli 
American republic — independent as it was of 
Napoleon^s iron-handed despotism, and deeply 
interested in British commerce ; until the arm 
of French violence fell heavily on the ships 
of its own citizens ; and, even then, — although 
confiscation followed on confiscation, and mil- 
lions of francs accruing from the sequestration 
of American property enriched the French 
treasury, — the tone adopted by the President 
of the United States towards the French gov- 
ernment, though petulant enough, was gentle 
and plaintive and siipjilicatory, compared with 
the strong and angry language frequently ad- 
dressed from Washington to ministers and 
plenipotentiaries of Great Britain. 



The »flair of iho 
Cbesapeake.SSd June, 



Whilst dissatisfaction 
IS07. was thus too evidently 

increasing on the part of the Government and 
inhabitants of the United States, an inauspi- 
cious enforcement of the right of search, by 
n. M. ship Leopard, against the American 
firigate, Chesapeake, contribfited still further 
Uy agitate the public mind. 

As it was known that several British sea- 
men had deserted from different ships and 
vessels of U. M. navy, whilst lying at anchor 
in Hampton Roads, Va., and that, aflcr the 
whole body of the deserters had openly pa- 
raded the streets of Norfolk, under the Ame- 
rican flag, and protected by the Magistrates 
of the town, four of them, at least, had been 
received on board the U. S. frigate Chesa- 
peake, Admiral Berkeley, then in command of 
the North American station, issued instruc- 
tions for their requisition and removal, — the 
deserters having been previously demanded, 
but without effect, by the British Consul at 
Norfolk, as well as by the Captains of the 
ships from which they had deserted. About 
one month after the issuing of these instruc- 
tions, — ^afterwards disavowed by the British 
Government, as an unproper extension of the 
right of search to anned vessels, — Captain 
Humphries, of H. M. ship Leopard, 74 guns, 
on the 22nd June, followed the Chesapeake 



to sea, off Cape Henry, and in a few hours 
came up with her. On being hailed oy the 
Leopard, and receiving an intimation that the 
Captain of that ship desired to send a message 
on board the Chesapeake, the commander of 
the latter vessel. Commodore Barron, hove to ; 
whereupon a letter was sent by Captain Hum- 
phries, covering an order from Admiral 
Berkeley, in which the men kno^^Ti to have 
been received into the American frigate, and 
alleged to be deserters from the Melampus, 
were designated by name and claimed. Com- 
pliance with the order was refused by Com- 
modore Barron, who replied by letter to 
Captain Humphries, denying that he had the 
men, intimating his unwillingness to permit 
the search, and adding that his crew could not 
be mustered for examination by any other 
ofhcers than his own. Captain Humphries^ 
on receiving this reply, fired a broadside into 
the Chesapeake, to which the latter vessel re- 
turned a few shots, in a confused manner ; the 
Leopard then repeating her fire, the Ameri- 
can frigate struck her colors. A boat was 
then put off from the Leopard ; and the men 
were discovered and removed. In this affair 
the Chesapeake had throe men killed and 
eighteen wounded, amongst the latter of whom 
was Commodore Barron ; besides which the 
damage done to her hull and masts was con- 
siderable. The captured deserters were taken 
to Halifax and tried ; and one of them, being 
found guilty of piracy and mutiny, was hanged, 
ft is a circumstance worthy of notice, — ^as 
evincing on the part of the U. S. navy at the 
time a spirit gallant and resolute enough, 
though too irascible, — that Commodore Bar- 
ron was censured and suspended soon after- 
wards by a naval court, for not preparing Ji ia 
vessel more fully for actioiL. when there wad 



slitticient time to do so, and thus incapacitat- 
ing himself from making more than the slight 
and very ineffective resistance which he offered 
This collision between the two vessels was 
specially unfortunate at such a juncture ; but 
the hasty proceeding of the President of the 
United States served to make matters vastly 
worse. On the 2nd July following, he set 
forth precipitately an angry proclamation, in 
which, after reciting the transaction, in lan- 
guage calculated to inflame the public mind in 
a very high degree, he peremptorily '* required 
all armed vessels bearing commissions under 
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the Government of Great Britain, then wHhin 
the harbors or waters of the United States, 
unmediately ^nd without any delay to depart 
from the same, and interdicted the entrance of 
all the said harbors and waters to the said 
armed vessels, and to all others bearing com- 
missions under the authority of the British 
Government"* This, in its bearing, was a 
hostile measure wfor, at the same time that 
this interdiction of British vessels was pro- 
claimed, the fleets of Franco had free access 
to the ports (iom which their enemies were 
thus imperiously excluded. And this step 
was taken, before the President knew in what 
light the British Government would view the 
act of its officer. The proclamation was, to a 
considerable extent, a retaliation of the vio- 
lence complained of, for, by the sudden stop- 
page of supplies, it caused no small inconve- 
nience and privation to many of H. M. vessels 
at that time in the harbours of the United 
States ; whilst at the very moment when this 
method of self-redress was put in execution, a 
demand for satisfaction and reparation had 
been despatched to the British Government. 
That Government, before any suit for satisfac- 
tion had reached it, disavowed the act on the 
ground that " the right of search, when ap- 
plied to vessels of t^ar, extended only to a 
requisition^ but could not be carried into ef- 
fect by actual force." Captain Humphries 
was recalled and Admiral Berkeley suffered 
the severe disgrace of being superseded. In 
this frank and honorable spirit did the British 
Government, — before one word of complaint 
or expostulation had been borne across the 
Atlantic, — promptly and spontaneously testify 
their concern at the mistaken proceedings of 
their officer, and their cordial desire to make 
reparation. It will be apparent, we think, to 
every one that their treatment of the affair 
exhibits, in a very strong light, the Presi- 
dent's proclamation as a measure premature 
and unjustifiable. 



Right of Search,! 



In the American mer- 



• American Weekly He^ster^ 28th Sept., 1811. 

I Extract from Mr. Sheffey^s speech in the 
House of Representatives, on the bill to raise ah 
additional military force— January, 8, 1812 : — 
** He protested against waging a war for the 
protection of any other than native born American 
seamen, or those who were citizens when the inde- 



chant service, about the time of the war, there 
were between thirty mi^ fifty thousand of our 
seamen employed, many of them deserters, 
and liable to be reclaimed as such ; and, as to 
the rest, their impressment was just as lawful 
from a merchant vessel of the United States 
as an English vessel ; for surely their having 
sought the service of the United States, — 
probably for tlie very purpose of evading that 
of their own country in the hour of peril — did 
not absolve them from their allegiance, nor 
render nugatory the established law of nations, 
that " every State has a right to the services 
of its subjects, and especially in time of war." 
On the trial of the men taken from the Chesa- 
peake, it was shown that three of them were 
unquestionably American citizens, but that 
they had entered the service of Great Britain 
voluntarily : the fourth, who was con\*icted of 
piracy and mutiny, and for these crimes 
hanged, was a native British subject 

We can readily understand that American 
seamen, whether native or naturalized — ^lan- 
guage, garb, appearance, and other character- 
istic peculiarities Ixiing the same in both cases, 
— may have been now and then mistaken for 
British seamen, and, as such, impressed 
into the service of Great Britain ; but there 
is positively no proof, either that the im- 
pressment was *made with wilful disregard 
of ascertained origin, or that the mistake 



pcndence of the country was achieved. It was 
enough to protect them while they remain within 
our territories. Within these wo had a right to 
make regulations. But we had no right to make 
regulations on the ocean, which would conflict 
with the pretensions of all civilized nation^), who 
claimed the allegiance of their native born sub* 
jccta either by the divine rig;ht of the governors, 
or by implied compact. He should not inquire 
whether these claims wore compatible with the 
rights of man. It was sufficient that they grew 
out of the established usages and principles of 
civilized kingdoms, whieh we had no right to 
controvert out of our own Hmits. He would 
therefore not protect any other than natural Ara« 
erican citizens on the ocean. We did not denr 
the right of England to search for property ; phe 
went further, and clairao*! the privilege of search* 
ins for her seamen. The siniilaritv of our man* 
ners and language occasioned her to ahuse the 
privilege in some cases by the impressment of our 
seamen. This was not an abu.se of principle but 
of honor. And before we go to war with herfor 
impressment he would make her this offer: he 
would agree not to let any man enter our mer* 
chant vessels but a natural citizen of these UuU* 
ed States," 
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occurred so frequently as to involve anytliing whilst this excitinjr topic was in debate, in" 
like the wrong and the sufTering depicted in a | stances were occurring of merchant vessels of 
proclamation of the President of the United | the United States placing themselves under 
States, — in which document it is stated, that | British convoy. CiLscssuch as these, however, 
** under pretext of searching for her seamen, I were no douht rare; for, tosny nothing of tho 
thousands of American citizens under the safe- hostile interpretation likely to Ikj put upon 



guard of public laws, and of their national ting, 
have been torn fn)m their country and from 



them by France had they been numerous, 
there was, we fear, but little inclination on tho 



everything dear to them." The question, as ' part of citizens of the United Slates, to seek 
it happens, was discussed, soon after the dccla- protection under the gims of a Brinish ship of 
ration of war, by an " Amkkican Citizkn," a war. Still, few as they were, they may servo 
member of the local legislature in one of the i to suggest the reileotion, how readily the 
New England States, and evidently a man of ta- ' national feeling on both sides might have been 
lent and education. From a vigoroiw and lucid ^ conciliated into firm and nuitually profitable 
pamphlet, published by this writer, in opposi- ; friendship, had the United States been able to 
tion to the intemperate policy of his govern- perceive at once — as AVashington had striven 
ment, we borrow the following extract bearing' that they should perceive — that their in- 
on the " right of search :" — ' terest, no less than their origin, bound them 

"Th€ whole number of sailors pretended to have i ^^ ^''*^'*^ Britain ; and had they sinnrely and 
been impressed ivm our ships, for fificen year;* ' strenuously labored, under that persuasion, to 
past, was G258, out of 7o,n<M), and of which, all i suppress their strangely misplaced and deeply 
but 1000 have been restored. Of this remainder, 'prtyudioial sympathy with France ; a coun- 
at leadt one half are probably Biiti^h seamen, and I try, at that time the very antithesis of a 
of the residue it is probable that at least another ; popular State; ambitious, merciless, despotiz- 
moiety entered voluntarily. The whole number \ jng; seeking to enslave the rest of Europe, and 
of British seamen in their marine, or public »hip» I herself virtually enslaved by as thoroughpaced 
imiy, is 150,000, and in their merchant ship?, over a tyrant as the' worid has ever seen. "* 
whom they have a perfect control, 240,000. Is 
it prot)able, we ask, that for the 8.ike of gaining 
16D0 seamen, they would hazard the peace of their 
country."* 

What the United States should have done, 



British Onlor in rri ^ rr i r rr-t •*. 

Comini. iiii, N.,v., The Treaty of Tilsit 
isin, a.ui .Milan Dc (^th July, 1807) having 

secured the adhesion of Kussia to the Con- 



is simply this : — ^they should have taken etfec- tinental league, and established Buonaparte in 
tual steps to prevent the entrance into their ; his coveted ))osition of supreme arbiter of the 
lervice of British seamen, during the war with destinies ofthe Continent, it became imperative 
France. This would have put a stop at once to on the BritiMi Government to enact a more 
the grievance. Instead of doing this, the mer- etfuctual measure than the Order of the 7th 
chant service ofthe United States offered them " 'January, which not oidy was, in its actual 
double the pay given to a seaman in a British i bearing, comparatively lenient and mild ; but 
aiiip of war, besides not disdaining to use other ' had been very generally evaded, and affonled 
moro direct allurements ; so that, whilst Great to Great Britain little or no protection against 
Britain was striving to rally round her stand- 1 the extreme and unscrupulous proceedings of 
•rd all the stout hearts and stalwart arms she 1 her adversary. In this condition of affairs, 
could bring together o/Iuroim norm in a strug- ! on the 1 1th November, 1807, the Order which 
gleforexistence, the States of Mar}'land, North 'we give below was issued* To this Order 

Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were 

employing — for lucre's sake — three foreign * The Govcnmicnt on tliis occasion were well 
seamen to one native American. wipported bv Parliament-in the Upper Hou..e by 

a majority of 12 1 to (»1 ; in tiie Lower by 214 to 



by 
94. — Aliijon, vol. 3, p. ho^d. 



Pofneincrrhaniveiu It is a curious and signi ^„, ... . 

schiifthr t-. .S. unJ«r ^ ORDKK IX COUXCIL 

Bri.Hb convoy. ficantcircumstancc that, | -^t ^l,^ (.^„rt at the Queen's Palace, the 11th 

of Xoveni))er, 18«i7, present, the king's most 
Excellent Majesty in Council. 

*• Whereas certain orders, establishing an un- 



• Mr. Madison^a War, by a New England 
Citizen. 
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Buonaparte, on the l7th December of the j put the tinisyiing stroke to his cxcommunica- 
same year, replied by his Milan Decree, which tion of Great Britain.* 



prcccdciitcd Bystem of warfare against this king- 
dom, and aimed especially at the destruction of 
its commerce and resources, were sometime since 
issued by the government of France, by which 
** the British Islands were declared to be in a 
state of blockade," thereby subjecting to capture 
and condemnation all vessels, with their cargoes, 
which should continue to trade with his majesty^ 
dominions : 

And whereas by the same order, ** all trading 
in English merchandise is prohibited, and every 
article of merchandi/.e belonging to England, or 
coming from her colonies, or of her manufacture, 
is declared lawful prize :'* 

And whereas the nations in alliance with France 
and under her controul, were required to give, and 
have given, and do give, effect to such orders : 

And whereas his majesty's order of the Vth of 
January last has not answered the desired purpose, 
either of compelling the enemy to recall those 
orders, or of inducing neutral nations to interpose, 
with effect, to obtain their revocation ; but, on the 
contrary, the same have been recently enforced 
with increased rigour: 

And whereas his najesty, under these circum- 
stances, finds himself compelled to take further 
mesisures for asserting and vindicating his just 
rights, and for supporting thut maritime power 
which the exertions and vuloiir of his people have, 
under the blessing of Providence, enabled him to 
establish and maintain ; and the maintenance of 
which is not more essential to the »ifety and pros- 
perity of his majesty^s dominions, than it is to the 
protection of such states as still regain their inde- 
pendence, and to the general intercourse and hap- 
piness of mankind : * 

His miyesty is therefore pleased, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is 
hereby ordered, that all the ports and places of 
France and her allies, or of anv other countrv at 

* » 

war with his majesty, and all other ports or places 
in Europe, from, which, although not at war with 
his majesty, the British flag is excluded, and 
all ports or places in the colonies belonging to his 
majesty's enemies, shall, frotn henceforth be sub- 
ject to the same restrictions in point of trade and 
navigation, with the exceptions hereinafter-men- 
tioned, as if the same were actually blockaded by 
his mnjesty^s naval forces, in the most strict and 
rigorous manner : — And it is hereby further ordered 
and declared, that all trade in articles which are 
of the produce or manufacture of the said coun- 
tries or colonies, shall be deemed and considered 
to be unlawful ; and that every vessel trading from 
or to the said countries or colonies, together with 
all goods and merchandize on board, and all 
articles of the produce or manufacture of the said 
countries or colonies, shall be captured, and con- 
demned as prize to the captors. 

But although his majesty would bo fullyjustified, 
by the circumstances and considerations above 
recited, in establishing such system of restrictions 
wish respect to all the countries and colo- 
nies of his enemies, without exception or quali- 
fication ; yet his majesty, being nevertheless 
deorous not to subject neutrals to any greater in- 



convenience than is absolutely inseparable from 
the carrying into effect his majesty's just deter- 
mination to counteract the designs of his enemies, 
and to retort upon his enemies themselves the 
consequences of their own violence and injustice ; 
and being yet willing to hope that it may be pos- 
sible (consistently with that object) still to allow 
to neutrals the opportunity of furnishing themselvca 
with colonial produce for their own consumption 
and supply ; and even to leave open, for the present, 
such trade with his majesty's enemies as shall be 
carried on directly v^ith the ports of his majesty's 
dominions, or of his allies, in the manner herein- 
after mentioned : 

His majesty is therefore pleased furtlicr to order 
that nothing herein contained shall extend to 
subject to capture or condemnation any vessel, or 
the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any country 
not declared by this order to be subjected to the 
restrictions incident to a state of blockade, which 
shall have cleared out with such cargo from somo 
port or place of the country to which she belongs, 
either in Europe or America, or from some free 
port in his majesty's colonies, under circumstances 
in which such trade from such free ports is per- 
mitted, direct to some port or place in the colonics 
of his majesty's enemies, or from those colonies 
direct to the country to which such vessel belongs, 
or to some free port in his miyesty's colonies, in 
sucn cases, and with such articles, as it may be 
lawful to import into such free port ; — nor to any 
vessel, or the cargo of ai(y vessel, belonging to 
any country not at war with his majesty, which 
shidl have cleared out under such regulations as 
his majesty may think fit to prescribe, and shall 
be proceeding direct from some port or place in 
this kingdom, or from Gibraltar or Malta, or from 
any port belonging to his majesty's allies, to the 
port specified in her clearance : — nor to any vessel 
or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any coun- 
try not at war with his majesty, which shall be 
coming from any i)ort or place in Europe which is 
declared by this order to be subject to the restric- 
tions incident to a state of blockade, destined to 
some port or place in Europe belonging to his 
majesty, and wiiicli shall be on her voyage direct 
thereto ; but these cxeceptions are not to be un- 
derstoo«l as exempting from capture or confiscation 
any vessel or goods which shall be liable thereto 
in respect of having entered or departed from 
any port or place actually blockaded by his majesty's 
s<{uadrons or ships of war, or for being enemies* 
{)roperty, or for any other cause than the contra- 
vention of this present order. 

And the commanders of his majesty's ship? of 
war and privateers, and other vessels acting under 
his majesty's commission, shall be, and are hereby 
instructed to warn every vessel which shall have 



i * IMPKRIAL DKCRKK. 

i Rejoinder to his Britaimic Miyesty's Order, in 
Council, Nov. 11, 1S07. — At our Royal Palace, 
at Milan. Dec. 17, 18(>7. 

Napoleon, emperor of the French, king of Italy, 
and protector of tlie Rhenish Confedenition : — 
Observing the measures adopted by the British 
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D»trei«^inir predi- ^Wc can Sympathise in ; now exposed. Tlic ocean, whose waves had 

meiit of ihe Uiiiled i,. i.%iii i. , i.^i.i 

the distress to which the borne for years vast wealth to their shores, 



cameiit 
Statrtt. 



United States, the only neutral power, were 

■ — -■ ■■■ .11.1 ■ ■■■,■1— ■■■■■ ■^- ■ I » ■ - 

commiMiced her voyage prior to any notice of this 
order, and shall be dcatined to any port of France, 
or of her allies, or of any other country at war 
with his majesty, or to any port or place from which 
the British flag as aforesniii is excluded, or to any 
colony belonging to his majesty's cnennes, and 
which shall not have cleared out as is herc-bofore 
allowed, to discontinue her voyage, and to proceed 
to soNie port or place in this kingdom, or to Gib- 
raltar or Malta ; ami any vessel, which after having 
been so warned, or after a reasonable time shall 
have been afforded for the arrival of infor- 
mation of this his maje-'ty's onler at any port or 
place from which she sailed, or which, after having 
notice of this order, shall be found in the prose- 
cution of any voyjige, conti^ary to the restrictions 
contained in this order, shall be captured, and 
together with her cargo, condcnmed as lawful 
prize to the captors. 

And whereas countries, not engaged in the war, 
have acquiesced in these ortlcrs of Franco, pro- 
hibiting all trade in any articles the produce or 
manufacture of his majesty's (lominions ; and the 
merchants of those countries have given counte- 
nance and effect to those prohibitions, by accepting 
irom persons styling themselves commercial agents 
of the enemy, resident at neutral ports, certain 
documents, termed, "certificates of origin," being 
certificates obUiined at the porls of shipment, 
declaring that the articles of the cargo are not of 
the produce or manufacture of Ins majesty's 
doDiiuiona, or to that effect : 

And whereas this expedient has been directed 
by France, and submitted to by such merchants, 
as part of the new system of warfare directed 
against the trade of this kingdom, and as the most 
effectual instrument of accomplishing the same, 
and it is therefore essentially necessary to resist 
it: 

His majesty is therefore pleased, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is 
hereby ordered that if any vessel, aft^r reasonable 
time shall have been afforded for receiving notice 
of this his majesty's order at the port or place 
from which such vessel cleared out, shall be found 
carrying any such certificjite or document as afore- 
said, or any document referrhig to, or authentica- 
ting!^ the same, such vessel shall be adjudged lawful 
prize to the captor, together with the goods laden 
therein, belonging to the person or peisons by 
whom, or on whoso behalf, any such document 
wajs put on boanl. 

And the right honorable the lords commission- 
^ers, Ac. are to take the necessary measures herein 
as to them shall respectively appertain. 

W. Fawkknkr. 



Government, on the 11th of November last, by , 
which vessels belonging to neutral, friendly, or i 
even powers' the allies of England, are made liable | 
not only to be searched by Knglish cruisers, but 
to be compnlsorily detained in England, and to 
have a tax laid on them of so much per cent, on 
the c«rgo, to be reguUted by the British legisla- 
ture: 



whilst it was stre^Ti with the wreck of Europ- 

Observing that by these acts the British govern- 
ment dt'nationaiizfs^lpi of every nation in Europe ; 
that it is not competent for any government to 
detract from its own independence ami rights, 
all the sovereigns of Europe having in trust the 
sovereignties an<l hidependenceof their flag ; that 
if, by an unpardonable weakness, and which, in 
the eyes of [losterity, would be an indelible stain, 
such a tyranny was allowed to be established into 
principles, and consecrated by usage, the English 
would avail themselves of it to assert, it as a right; 
as they have availed them-^elves of the intolerance 
of governments to establish tlie infamous principle, 
that the flag of a nation does not cover goods, and 
to give to their right of blockade aii arbitrary ex- 
tension, and which infringes on the sovereignty of 
every state ; we have decreed, and do decree, as 
follows : 

*'Art. I. Every sliip, to whatever natitm it may 
belong, that shsill have submitted to be searched 
by an English ship, cu' to a voyage to England, or 
shall ha^'e paid any tax whatsoever to the English 
government, is thereby, and for that alon<», de- 
clared to be d< nationalized^ to have f(»rfoited the 
protection of its king, and to have become English 
property. 

'* II. Whether the ships ihw^ <Ih at tonal hed hj 
the arbitrary measures of the English goveriunent, 
enter into our ports, or those of our allies, or 
whether they fall into the hands of our ships of 
war, or of our privateeis, they are declared to 
be good and lawful prizes. 

*' III. The British islands are declared to be in 
a state of hlockaile, both by land and sea. Every 
ship, of whatever nation, or whatsoever the nature 
of its cargo may be, that sails from the ports of 
England, of those of the English colonies, and of 
the countries occupied by English troops, is good 
and lawful prize, as contrary to the present decree; 
and may be captured by our ships of war or our 
privateers, and adjudged to the captor. 

^'IV. These measures, which are resorted to 
only in just retaliation of the barbarous system 
adopted by England, which assimilates its legisla- 
tion to that of Algiers, shall cease to have any 
efllect with respect to all nations who shall have 
the firmness to compel the English government to 
respect their flag. They shall continue to bo 
rigorously in force as long as that gov«.'rnment 
does not return to the princi|)le of the law of 
nations, which regulates the relations of civilized 
states in a state of war. The provisions of the 
irresent decree shall be abrogated and null ; in fact 
iLS soon ns the Englii?h abide again by the princi- 
ples of tlie law of nations, which arc also tho 
principles of justice and of honour. 

*' All our ministers are charged with the execu- 
tion of the present decree, which shall be inserted 
in the bulletin of the laws. 

(Signed) *' Napolko.n. 

" By order of the Emperor, the Secretary of 
State. 

(Signed) " H. B. Mauet." 
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ean navies, had ceased to be to them a safe tain whether the coast irom the Elbe to Brest 
highway to commercial affluence. Their could be guarded, and the blockade effectually 
ships, liable to be captured by one or other of enforced. The French Emperor, on the other 
the belligerents, could only at great risk carry hand, proclaimed the blockade of the entire 
on their commercial intercourse with cither, coast of the British Isles, — no half-dozen ports 
But it must be remembered that the United of which could he have actually invested with 
States, not having interfered when their inter- his navy, shattered and almost extinguished 
position might possibly have checked Bona- as that had been, by the gigantic victories of 
parte, and perhaps recalled him within the Great Britain at sea. Thus to attempt, by 
limits of international law, made no effort to means of a wrathful manifesto what the law 
arrest and remove at once the original cause of nations recognizes as the function only of a 
of their subsequent misfortunes ; so that it is sufficient naval force —which naval force he 
impossible to say how far they had themselves had not — was an outrage on international law, 
to blame for tliose misfortunes. V That the not surprising in the man to whom the rights 
attitude which they might have assumed, had of nations were a fiction, and treaties roedi- 
they chosen, was likely to have some influence tilted treachery and violence in masquerade ; 
on Bonaparte, can hardly be doubted. He but it is incongruous and startling that such 
thought it worth his while to manoeu\Te in an outbreak of lawless and anti-commercial 
various ways — at one time pillaging, at another j^^q — such a mercantile excommunication of 
flattering them— in the hope of cither driving England, as we may call it, — should have ever 
or coaxing them into a war with Great Britain, found apologists on this side of the Atlantic, 
Their policy, therefore, was not a matter of amongst a people, like the inhabitants of the 
indifference to him ; so that we may not ven- United States, animated by an ardent spirit of 
ture to say with what effect remonstrance commercial enterprise, and claiming, even in 
fipom that quarter might not have been attended, advance of Great Britain herself, the posses- 
As to the eminently characteristic avowal of gion of free institutions.* 
attachment, — "Ilis Majesty loves the Ame- 
ricans,''— which, after a while, he thought ^V.^r^^iiy «f '^^ '^^^ P*^^^*^^* honesty 
might answer his purpose better than spolia- b«-fore ihe Ueriin and "* ''"^ ^^^^ "* aosoiui^ 
tion, the people of the United SUtes have no ^'''"* '^'''''' necessity, advanced by 
doubt made up their minds by this time as to ^^« ^"^>sh Government, agrees with their 
what interpretation they ought to put on that ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ munificent treatment of the 
declaration-as to whether it be genuine regard Ignited States, in regard to the commerce of 
or shameless effrontery. His protestation of ^^^^ ^^""^0% as a neutral State, prior to the 
love may be accepted for what it was worth; ^''^^''^ Manifesto. In 1803, when hostilities 
but the fear of compelling the United States ^'^^h France were renewed, the commanders 
to throw themselves eventually into the arms «^ "'^ Britannic Majesty's ships of war and 
of Great Britain might have 'induced him to privateers, were instructed "not to seize any 
treat a remonstrance from that republic with nc"^'**! vessels which should be found carry- 
at least some respect. ^"^ ^'^ ^"^^^ ^^''^^^^^^ between the colonies of 

the enemy and the neutral country ; provided 

Plea advanced by It was pleaded by ~~~Tr ; 7T 7T T' •. J 

Fraiicji and repealed j V i "^ • Nine-tentli8 of the revenue of the United 

by ihe United Slate*. France, and the plea A-as g^^^^^g ^^aa at this time dcHved from commerce; 

echoed by the United States, that the British yet their bias lay with a man who was a downright 

blockade of May, 1806, as constituting the hater of commerce; who evinced a sort of fanali- 

« . . x-fi J ^1. r. f J cal malice against commerce. His policy was to 

first aggression, justified the Berim decree; nmke France independent of commerce (a scheme 

but the two cases were, in principle, widely wilder than the Crusades!) ; and in his efforts to 

different The blockade declared by Great realize this, he literally attempted to force natu're 

^ .. . , , , .xi. . herself into subservience to him : — "Enacting 

Bntain embraced no greater extent of coast p^,„^, statutes to force the cultivator of the 

than the immense strength of the British Navy soil to employ his land in endeavouring to raise 

supplied the means of adeciuately watching ; certain products in a climate ungeninl to their 

... X 1 V i. 1 1 1 growth : to plant beet instead of corn ; and cotton 

and special pams were taken beforehand, by ^^^j j^j^^^^.^ ^„,, i„digo, where nature never in- 

communication with the Admiralty, to ascer- tended them to grow." 
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that such neutral vessel should not be supply- 
ing, nor should, on the outer voyaj^e, have 
supplied the enemy with any articles contra 



lence on its author's head/' and as such, a 
intake ot'ju^t retaliation. 



band of war, and should not be tra.ling with t>'}^,Z ^ul^ ,, H-spatchcs from the 

^ ' 1S07. United States Munster 



any blockaded, (that is, actvnUy blockaded,) ' , ' . ^, , * . ' ' . j 

«.-*„ ^ m.« ' L-^.: ,1 iK,. ,.„!„« ^Pf»,;u ' »* l*ans— Ccnond Armstrong— wore received 




, , ,, 1*1 1 * 1 ' iisoaiion 01 tiie Anierio.-m ship 

been a law generally understood and acted ' ,.i^. ^ /- ,,.. 

^ ° /i * xL X i£ * 1 1 ' nicrely the hrst enforcement of a rule which 

upon for a century, at least, that ** a neutral has *, ,, , , . , , , 

. r^^ X 1 -.1 xu 1 • .thorrench government intended to pursue ; 

no right to carry on a trade with the colonies !,^,^ ,.. ...l 

^ ^^ , „. . . . and that, consequently, it was no part of tho 

of one of two, or more, belligerent powers mi ; * "' \ 

- t» /^i i T> •. • I 1-1 Emperor s policy to exe.npt. the United States 

time of war. Great l^ntain, however, during ' * . * .• . . *, ,. ,^ _ 

, X X .XL I .• 11 11 from the operation of the iierlm Decree. In- 

ner contest with revolutionary t ranee, relaxed ,,.,,, 
.,. 1 . nf-/vi , xMi r «i • ^^Tl^o 1 tclhgcnco ,was brought at the same time, 
this rule m 1704, and still further in 1798, ', ^ , ^ , ° ^ ^, .« , ^t 

, . . XIX i 1 .' through JiOndon papers of the 12th Novem- 

whcn pennission was granted to neutrals to , , ^" . ,,. ^ ' , x , . 

\ . ^ ^, ,, . ,,- , , ,. ! ber, to the e!li.*ct ** that orders m council were 

carry the produce of tho rrcnch \\ est Indian I , ,, , . , , , . ., , ,, 

, . '. ^ T» •.• I X * about to be issued, dcchmng France and the 

oolonios- either to a BrilKsh port, or to any one ; , . , , ^, . , - 

-. , . ^ rni . 1 .• u 1 xi countries under her control m a state of 

of their own ports. Ilus relaxation had the i , , , . . , i. , 

«. ^ -^, . ,, ,, I • X 1 ; blockade, a reference no doubt to the orders 
effect of throwing the trench carrying trade | ,^^ ^^ , ^ ^ _ » .^ . ., . i , j , ^^ 

almo 

Stat 

try 

rcalLr 

able to make a lucrative prolit out of British „,,..., 

, ., , ..11 RO was laid on all tlie shipping m their ports, 

muniiictnce, and, as it was shown, to the do- ■ , , . ? i ^ 

*_• X r i> •*• u T-. 1 X the measure being rerninmended to Congress, 

truucnt of Hntish commerce. Lverr so late as , ..... . , . Z 

-oiw I * * 41 r 11 • i 1 i- I on the mere rospoiisibilitv of the executive,! 

18' h; vvhen, to arrest 1 lie farther iiitroduction I , , ., , * ... * 

- 1- • X L' r ii IT 's 1 Oi A and passed \Mt!i the utmost precipitation. "It 

of .^upphes into r ranee from the I- mt'jd States, ,.,.,, , , , 

-, I , , , <. ., .,,. . 1, X , ! prohibited the departure, unless b\' special 

the blt)okadc from the hlbe to nrc.-t was do- ' \. i. , t • / 

, 1 XI • X 4 Til 4 • i> II- direction of thvj President, of any vessel 
dared, the interests of the American IlopuMic ^ ^ , ,^ . 

. „ ii 1 • I .• i from any port of the Lnitcd States bound to 




I was tiiken bv the United States. x\n embar- 



. „ Ii I • I .• ; from any port 

were specially consulted, m an explanatKm I - '. - . 

communicated by Mr. Vox to M.-. Monroe, i ■•">' ^"'^•'"" *=°""^''>'> ''"-''i'*- '^":^'S" ""'"^^ 
that "such blockade should not extend to r'^'^''^'-' I'"'«<-;><-'<>nK I>"'^1"--^<>">"'"'^'0"S »"<» 

. * 1 1- 1 111 -.1 : foreign merchant shins m ballast, or With such 

prevent neutral ships and vessels laden with '^ . , ; . , t 

, .1 . ., . ni- \T • * » I cargo as they might have on board when no- 
good.-*, not being the property of His Majesty s ^ A 

, A I • XI i p tilled of the act Ad registered or sea-letter 

enemies, and not being contniband of war, I ^ .i i .x _ i - x-__ • i i- r. 

from approaching the said coasts, and enter- 



vessels — the latter denomination including fo- 



• This was the first confiscation of American 



ing into and siiiling from the said rivers and 

ports." AVe dwell complacently upon the.se i property under tlie Hcrlin deero»». and occurred 
concessions; we regard them with national | «n the loth Novumber, 1S07. The Horizon hud 

pride; for they shew conclusively that the I ^^fl;-'"^^"-^' b.vn stranded on the Froueh coast ; 
r y J .; j^jjj i\^q ground uf eoiihricutioii was that the cargo 

disposition of our Government towards the consisted of merchandise of British origuL— i/O- 
Amcrican Um'on was the very reverse of ar- drcth. 



bitrary, selfish, or oppressive. Now, if sub- 
sequently to the publication of tho French 



t midreth. 

X On this occasion John Quincy Adanis, who 



decrees, Great Britain was compelled to adopt had recently abandoned the federal party and, 

• different course, who, with a knowledge of ""»'^»PI'''>^!'«'V^"^ ^^'^ ""* °*V'',' T''^^''^^'' 

. 1.1 1. Ml 1 I powers to the democrats, supported the govcni- 

her previous liberality, will suspect that any . ..^^nt with vehement zeal. **The President, ho 

desire to impair the trade of the United States, j urged, luus recommended this measure on hi.i 

entered into her motives, or that the step was i '"n'b responsibility. I would not consider. I 

* would not deliberate, I wouid act. DoubtIcse> tho 



other than, as the British Ministry represented 
it to be, an equitable ** retorting of his own yIo- 



President possesse:) such further iuformation at 
will justify the meaBure." 
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reign-built vessels owned by Americans — 
which, during this restriction fr^m foreign 
voyages, might engage in the coasting trade, 
were to give bonds, in double the value of the 
cargo, to re-land the same within the United 
States. " Thus"— Mr. Hildreth forcibly remarks 
in regard to the legislative pi'occcdings of his 
own countrymen on this occasion — " on the 
mere recommendation of the executive, almost 
without debate, with closed doors, without 
any previous intimation to the public^ or op- 
portunity for advice from those most able to 
give it, was forced through, by night sessions, 
and the overbearing determination of a ma- 
jority at once pliable and obstinate, an act 
striking a deadly blow at the national indus- 
try, and at thQ means of livelihood of great 
numbers ; the real nature and inevitable ope- 
ration of which seem to have been equally 
misapprehended by the cabinet which recom- 
mended, and by the supple majority which 
conceded if The embargo thus imposed was 
afterwards made still more stringent by sup- 
plementary measures denouncing severe pen- 
alties, and excluding foreign vessels from the 
coasting trade altogether. 

Mr. Ro8e*8 Mission. On the 25th Decem- 
ber Mr. Rose, envoy extraordinary of Great 
Britain, arrived in the United States, with in- 
structions from our government to offer repa- 

• ** In whatever spirit that instrument was is- 
sued, it is sufficiently obvious, that it has been 
productive of considerable prejudice to his ma- 
Jesty^s interests, as considered to his military and 
other servants in the United States, to the honor 
of his flag, and to the privileges of his ministers 
accredited to the American government. From 
the operation of this proclamation have unavoid- 
ably resulted effects of retaliation, and self-assumed 
redress, which might be held to affect materially 
the question of the reparation due to the United 
States, especially inasmuch as its execution has 
been persevered in after the knowledgo of his 
M^esty^fl early, unequivocal, and unsolicited dis- 
avowal of ihe unauthorized act of Admiral Berk- 
eley — his disclaimer of the pretensions exhibited 
by that officer to search the national ships of a 
friendly power for deserters, and the assurances 
of prompt and effectual reparation, all communi- 
cated without loss of time, to the minister of the 
United States in London, so as not to leave a 
doubt as to his Majesty^s just and amicable inten- 
tions. But his Majesty, making every allowance 
for the irritation which was excited, and the mis- 
apprehensions which existed, has authorized me 
io proceed in the negotiation upon the sole dis- 
continuance of measures of so inimical a ton- 
dency.'' — Mr, Hote to Mr, MadUan, 



ration for the affair of the Chesapeake. There 
was an indispensable preliminary, however, 
that the President's proclamation* of the 2d 
July should bo pfeviously withdrawn. Before 
this should have been done, he stated tliat he 
had no authority to enter on any negofiation, 
and even declined to specify the reparation 
which he was empowered to offer. As the 
President declined recalling the proclamation 
Mr. Rose returned home, and the settlement 
of the difficulty was postponed. 

Public feeiingr in Throughout thcirrita- 

Iho Mates unfaenuly , ... 

to Great Britain. mg discussion which en- 

sued, the disposition of the American Repub- 
lic is to be taken into account, as evidently 
operating to protract and embarrass negotia- 
tion. — That disposition was unquestionably 
the reverse of amicable towards Great Britain. 
Whilst the effort was made to remain strictly 
neutral, the heart of the nation was not in its 
profession of neutrality. Ever since the acces- 
sion of the Democratic party to power under 
Mr. Jefferson — who was inaugurated into his 
first Presidency on the 4th A arch, 1801 — the 
war spirit against Great Britain was steadily 
growing up, with some few exceptions, amongst 
the inhabitants of the United States.^ Under 
the administration of that rigid republican and 
philosopher of the Rousseau school, the idea 
of quarrelling with Great Britain seems to have 
become, by degrees, palatable rather than 
otherwise to the party who raised him to the 
chief lilagistracy, and these formed a large 
majority. We do not forget, however, that 
in the very respectable minority, chiefly in the 
Eastern States, who participated not in the 
defiant spirit so widely cherished and exhib- 
ited towards Great Britain, were to be found 
that sterling part of the nation who, in point 
of fortune, talent, education, moral and religi- 
ous principles, have always compared most 
favorably with the rest of their countrymen. 

It is evident that the well known prevalence 
of a predilection for France and antipathy 
towards her adversary, must have materially 
influenced, in a manner injurious on either 
side to just and reasonable and advantageous 
policy, the controversy which preceded th« 
declaration of war. 

Whilst Great Britain had reason to be ex- 
tremely cautious in negotiation, for, as we shall 
see hereafter, France had laid a deep plot 



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 



15 



against her through the United States I — the 
latter country, on the other hand, would jeal- 
outdy, but most unworthil}', guard against con- 
ceding, except for its own obvious benefit, an(] 
not always even then, anything likely to 
strengthen the hands of the British Govern- 
ment in the terrible contest it was waging with 
that colossal despotism which threatened to 
bear down and obliterate, beneath its wither- 
ing tread, the last vestige of free institutions 
in Europe.* 

AddiiioiM to ihe u. Qn the application of 

8. tra<>p0 voied by *^* 

Coiigreas, wiih tup- the PresidcAt at this 
*** time, an addition was 

made to the army of G,000 men, to be enlist- 
ed for five years unless sooner discharged. 
Authority was likewise given to him to raise 
100,000 troops ; whilst a subsidy of five millions 
of dollars was voted for the establishment of 
the arsenals, and for other military supplies. 



Effect of the Em- 
largo. 



The effect of the em- 
bargo and its supple- 
mentary exacerbations — as we may style the 
rigorous enforcement-acts which followed it — 



• In his mesMgc to Congress of 5th Novenr 
ber, I8U, Mr. Madison, at that time president. 
spoke thus with reference to what he termed 
•' the hostile inflexibility " of Great Britain — 
** Congress will feel the duty of putting the Unit- 
ed States into an armour and an attitude dcmond- 
ed by the crisis, and corresponding with the 
national spirit and expectations." But four 
years before, upon the passing of the embargo 
act. The Intelligencer^ an official journal, did not 
hesitate to write in this inflannnatory strain : — 
'* The nadonal spirit is up. That spirit id inval- 
uable. In case of war it is to lead us to conquest. 
In such event, there mwd eease to he an inch of 
Srititk ground an thit CmUinent.'''* And thid 
was when the second Order in Council had only 
been heard of, but not yet made public. With a 

fovemment, so fiercely thirsting for strife with 
ritidn, was friendly negotiation likely to be suc- 
eeasfulf Was an amicable adjustment of diffi- 
culties possible with the spirit which pos8(>itsed 
them? Hildreth cites a remarkable incident 
which eihibits, in a strong light, the unhappy 
hoetility to England at this period (1807-8). How 
■trons and prevalent this antipathy to England 
vaa, tally appeared on the floor of Congress. A 
suggestion by Livermore, of Massachussetts, that, 
since the United States were driven by invincible 
necessity to choose between the belligerents, a 
legard as well for commercial interests as for the 
faidependence of nations, ought to induce them to 
sde with Great Britain, was received with mark- 
ed indignation, almost as if there had been 
ething treasonable in it." 



was highly prt judicial to the United States. 
Their couimerce had received the severest 
blow it had yet suffered, from the hands of 
their own rulers. Despair settled on the minda 
of all who depended for their livelihood on 
the sea. Merchants gloomily anticipated the 
time when their ships should sink beside their 
wharves, and grass grow in their streets. The 
British Order in Council — they said — had left 
them some traffic, but the acts of their own 
legislature had cut every thing off. By men 
who were never tired of asserting their free 
and inalienable right to the highways of the 
ocean, the ocean had been treacherously 
abandoned. 

Non-inicrcourHc ^or the embargo was 

Act, lai March, 1 SOS. substituted, ou the Ist 
March, 1808, a non-intercourse act, whereby 
all commercial transactions with either of the 
belligerent i)Owers was absolutely prohibited, 
but the embargo was taken off as to the rest 
of the worM. This act, however, contained 
a clause (§11. ) authorizing the President, 
by proclamation, to renew the intercourse 
between America and either of the bellige- 
rent powers who should first repeal their ob- 
noxious orders in council or decrees. "This 
non- intercourse act" — observes Mr. Alison — 
had the effect of totally suspending the trade 
between America and (ireat Britain, and in- 
flicting upon both these countries a loss ten- 
fold greater than that suffered by France, with 
which the conmiercial intercourse of the Uni- 
ted States was altogether inconsiderable." 

8d ^Farch, 1809. Nothing of note oc- 

curred between the passing of the non- 
intercourse act and Mr. Jefferson's retirement 
from his second term of office on trie 3d of 
March, 1809. lie declined presenting himself 
for election a third time, both because— aa 
he stated — he considered a third tenure of 
office would be alien from the spirit of the con- 
stitution, and because, as it seems, he waa 
thoroughly weary of the cares and distrac- 
tions of public life. On the eve of his retire- 
ment into private life his language was this 
— "never did prisoner released from his 
chains feel such relief as I shall on shaking 
off power." lie was a man of great ability ; 
but, unfortunately, both for Great Britain and 
his own country, his strong anti-British pre- 
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judices stood very much in his way in admi- 
nistorin^^, with impartiality and wistlom, the 
government with which durinpj eight 3'ears 
he was entrusted. We can mjike allowance 
for the porj>lcxitics and annoyances of the 
time during which lie held the reins of power ; 
but, ha'l Washington been in his place, with 
his digniticd and sagacious views of relations 
with (jreat Britain, we have little doubt that 
be would have brought his country through 
the dark and trying time, not by nourishing 
the war-spirit as Jefferson did, but by firmly 
facing and rcpressir g it. It was an inauspi- 
cious circumstance that, just at that critical 
time, the chief magistracy of the United 
States shoulil have been vested in a man 
whose heart was filled with hatred of Great 
Britain ; and who had more than once patron- 
ized and placed in positions of authority dis- 
afTiH'ted subjects of the British Crown.* Li- 
berally endowed, as he unquestionably was, 
with natural talent, this was greatly recom- 
mended and rendered in a verv considerable 
degi'ee practically influential, by agreeable 
manners and plausible address. As to his 
relig'ous opinions, we believe that all that can 
be Siiid in their favor is this — thai he admired 
the morolity of the (*nspel. His belief in 
any of the articles of the Christian faith what- 
soever would seem equivocal, if on no other 
account, from his letter to the notorious Tho- 
mas Paine, in whieh he invited that avowed 
and immoral enemy of divine revelation to 
the bosom of his country, with " prayers 
for the success of his uavful labors.'* A dis- 
ciple — as he was — of that philosophy which 
overthrew the throne of the French monarch, 
and brought its unhappy occupant to the 
guillotine, his sympathies were thoroughly 
with France and against Great Britain. Nur- 
tured under the congenial associations of 
French republicanism,t his sympathies — as 
with many others of his country' men — were 



• Duano, for example, to whom Mr. JcfTcrson 
gave a coUmerrf coininisslon in the U. S. militia, 
and tlie ediM-Mial cimrgcof the Aiironinewppapor, 
had hccu sliipped oft' just before from Calcutti — 
liaving l>ocn detected in attempts to excite dis- 
turbanoc and insurrection hi that city. 

\ We do not mean to say ho approved of its 
bloody atrocities : perhaps the wildcat democrat 
in the United Stated would have hesitated there. 



not stilled when republicanism m France had 
been fairly shackled and put under-foot by 
military and imperial despotism ; so that his 
heart, it seems, still went lovingly with the 
ruthless soldiers of France, even when the 
** sacred'* fiamo of republicanism had long 
vanished from the points of their swords. 
But, if Mr. Jeilerson's administration, in point 
of French predilections, was bad, that of Mr. 
Madison, hissuccessor, was vastly worse Both 
were decided in their bias towards Napoleon 
Buonaparte ; but whilst the former was too 
dextrous and wary to be made the tool of 
French intrigue, the latter — there is too much 
reijson for believing — was completely entan- 
gled in its toils. 

(To l)c continued.) 



BERLIN nKCREE. 

'* 1. The British islands are placed in a state of 
bloekaile. 2. Eveiy species of commerce and 
coninnniication with them i.** proliibited ; all let- 
ters or packets addressed in English, or in the 
Kii<;li.-h characKjrs, shall be seiy.ed at the post- 
ollioe, and iutcnlieted all circulation. 3. Every 
British .subject, of what rank or condition whate- 
ver, who bhuU be found in tlie countries occu[)ied 
by our tro()p^», or those of our allies, shall be 
made prisonei's of war. 4. Every warehouse, 
merehandiso, or property of any sort, belonging 
to a subject of Groat Jiritain, or coming from ita 
maii'ifaetories or colonics, is declared good piize. 
5. C(mimerce of every kind in English goods is 
jnohibiled : and every f-peeies of merchandise be- 
ionrrinj? to England, or emanating from its work- 
shops or coh)nies, is declared good prize. 6. The 
half of the confiscated value shall be devoted to 
indenntifying those niorchants whose vessels have 
beo!i Koixed by tlio English cruizers, for the losses 
which tliey have sustained. 7. No vessel com- 
ing directly from Enghmd, or any of its colonies, 
or having touched there since the publications of 
the [)resent decree, shall be received into any har- 
bour. 8. Every vessel which, by means of a false 
declaration, shall have eft'ected such/ entry, shall 
be liable to seizure, and the ship and cargo shall 
be confiscated, as it they had also belonged to 
P^ngland. 9. The prize court of Paris is intrusted 
witli the detcniiinaiion of all Questions arising out 
of this dteeree in Franco, or the countries occupied 
by our armici; that of Milan, with the decision of 
all similar questions in the kingdom of Italy. 10. 
This decree shall be communicated to the kings 
of Spain, Naples, Holland, and Etruria, aiidtooiur 
other allies, wh(».-e subjects have been the victims, 
like our own. of the injustice and barbarity of 
English lL\<;i/lati(m. 11. The ministers of forciga 
affairs, of war, of marine, of finance, and ef jus- 
tice, of police, and all postmasters, are charged, 
each in Ids own department, with the executioii 
of the present decree." 
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CHAPTER II. 



From the com m t'lHYmeiU oj' Mr. Mttdiwn ^s A' I in in ut rat ion to preparation for \ \ 'n r, 

Wi March, ISll Vlth January, 1812. 



Mr,. Mii(lisi)n\s Timuiriiration, 4t]i Marrh, 
lJj^»«».__N\.jr.,tiati.iii .if Mr. Krskiiic with Mr. 
Miulison. — Ivcjoii'iii;! in the L'nitcii Stites. — 
Mr. Krskiiie's jirntiijri'inent »li:*:ivownl hv thi? 
liriti.fli (Jovernnieut. — Mission ami Kocull of 
Mr. Jackson. — Decrci* of Ilainhouillet ; May 
IHih, ISIO. — Vri'toinleU Rfvomtiou of the 
French Decrees ; 1st November, IHIO. — 
French fcieixures nnd Biiniin^rd still con- 

tinueil. Mr. rinckiic\'.s departure \nm\ 

London: Ist March. IMl. — Kn«ra;:eniont be- 
tween the L'nitLMl t^tatOH frifrate I*n'?i«lent. 
ami His liri tannic MajestyK i<hK)p of war 
Little licit; Kith May, 1811.— The Presi- 
dent's War Mensapre; 4th Ni^veniber, l«ll. 
— Report of Onimittee <»n Foreijrn Affairs, 
reconimcndinj: the raisinpj of in,<MM) rej!:uhirM 
nnd i)0,(HM) militia; :!'Jth November. 1^*11.— 
Nuuil>crs volctl incrcast^Kl to lio.tMMJ re;rular 
troops; I'Jth January, 181'J.— Was there, to 
anjr extent, n secret understanding between 
the United SCjites and France. 



Mr. XMlUna*s Inaa- Mr. JcfferSOn, With 
Suntinu, 4th BUrcb, . 

imol who80 retirement from 

office wo closed our last chapter, wa« suc- 
eeedcd bv Mr. Madison, who, on the 4th 
Miirch 1800, t(»ok tho oath of «>ffi(^o, with the 
ceremony usual on such »u»c:u4ion?». It may 
bo Liken as a hint of what was to bo th<' 
future iioliny of hi« eounlry, in their effort.** 
to make tliomselves as intlepend»'nt \\^ pos- 
•ible of British nianuf:u-tiircs. that he was 
drennnl at Iuh inaijtcuratioTi *' in a lull suit 
of chith of American luaiiufarruie." Tlic 
CircuiBJ»tanocwaM sijjjnifiiMiit ; and sulheiently 
evinced tho determination id* the I'nited 
States to ctmtinuc inde)»t«Hl to (Irc.it liritain 
for in» more tliau wa.s iniperati\ely neec-sary. 
The President'** attin> indieated the spirit of 
the nation : and thit spirit, still i'urther 



stimulate*! by the complete ceni^ation of com 
niercial intercourse produced bv the war, has 
renth'red the market which (treat Britain 
now fiuils in the I'nitod States for her manu- 
fju'tures. j^rcatly inferior to what it ought to 
have been, considorin;; the rapid increase in 
the yH)pulati<m of the noighlxnirin;; republic, 
and io what it certainly would have been 
but for the war. At the time of Mr. Madi- 
son's accessitm, the Non-interc<»urse Act of 
the Ist March ISOI) wju**, of course, in opera- 
tion, which, it will be remembered, l>ore 
Wjually upon Imth of the bcllig<»rent {wweni ; 
ami conUiined n clause givin;^ U\ the Pn^si- 
tlent the j>ower of renewing trade with that 
one of the two ctmtending nations which 
should first revoke its hostile e<licts, so far 
as these affected the United States. 



NeBotWion of Mr. Mr. Roso, the British 

Enklnc with 31r. Madi- ' 

»*'n. Envoy Y^efore mentioned, 

who returned home, rt infecta, in the spring 
of 180S, was succeeded by Mr. Erskine. He 
was the son of the celebrated Judge Erskine, 
and a man of Uilent ; but of a sanguine tem- 
perament ; very favourably disposed towards 
the United States, ]mrtly, no doubt, from 
his having resided there; and too readily 
confnling in the fair professions of those old 
taftieiaiis — Messrs. Madison, (lallatin, and 
Smith, with wh<»m, during his negotiation, 
Ik? had to deal. AVhon we make the remark 
that these last named gi'utlenion had the 
advantage* of Mr. Krskine in the way ofe.xjx>- 
rii'iiee and in;jroiniitv, we do not wish it to he 
undor;:tood that we e«msi«ler them as havinj^ 
made promises to the British minister which 
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they had no intention of performing. On 
the contrary, the embarrassments of Mr. 
Madison's administration, in consequence of 
the non-intercourse act which he inherited 
from his predecessor, were so vexatious at 
the time that Mr. Erskino entered on the 
negotiation, that the President was in the 
humour of making concessions; and if he did 
make very material concessions to Great 
Britain, during that negotiation, we must 
regard them as extorted by his difficulties, 
without considering that he hod it in view 
afterwords to e^'ade tliem. Messrs. Smith 
and Gallatin, with apparent frankness and 
great freedom, spoke to Mr. Erskine of the 
favourable views and intentions of their 
government ; Mr. Madison with greater cau- 
tion ; but all with an air and manner of sin- 
cere friendship, of the genuineness of which 
Mr. Erskino appears to have been fully con- 
vinced ; in which Mr. Canning, on the other 
hand, at that time British Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, seems to have put little or 
no faith at all, Mr. Canning, we feel con- 
vinced, was not very far wrong in his low 
estimate of the alleged friendliness of Mr. 
Madison's administration generally ; but in 
this particular instance we could have wished 
that the secretary's sagacious scepticism had 
yielded to the confidence so generously re- 
posed by the young envoy in the protesta- 
tions he received. In consequence* of Mr. 
Erskine's representations of what ho believed 
to be an improved temper and tone of feeling 
in the United States, Mr. Canning — though 
he'stated that he oould see no symptoms of 
the satisfactory change suggested by Mr. 
Erskine^ -sent him new instructions, in two 
separate dispatches of the some date, (Jan. 
23) ; one relating to the affiiir of the Chesa- 
peake, the other to the Orders in Council. 
In the former of these two dispatches, 
ample reparation for the attack on the 
Chesapeake was offered, in a promise that 
the men taken from that vessel should be 
restored ; whilst it was added, His Majesty 
would be willing, " as an act of spontaneous 
generosity," to make a provision for the 
widows and orphans of the men who had 
been killed in the action. The proffared 
reparation was accepted ; but the official 
nnto, intimating the President's acceptance 
of it, closed with the rude and most un- 



gracious clause, — inserted, as Mr. Smith 
afterwards alleged, against his remon" 
strances, and by Mr. Madison's express 
direction : — " I have it in express chargo 
from the President to state, Uiat while he 
forbears to insist on a further punislmient 
of the offending officer, he is not the less 
sensible of the justice and utility of such 
an example, nor the less persuaded that it 
would })0st comport with what is due from 
II is Britannic Majesty to his own honour.*' 
This impertinent lecture on the principle* 
of honor, addressed by Mr. Madison to Ilis 
Britannic Miyesty, was so deeply resented 
by the British Cabinet, that the negotiation 
relative to tlie Chesapeake was immediately 
broken off" in consequence, and Mr. Erskine 
was severely censured for transmitting 8 
note, containing language so discourteous 
and unbecoming. Offensive as this breach 
of propriety was, the British Cabinet, it 
must be confessed, carried their resentment 
of it t<K> far, when they made it a reason for 
withholding reparation for an acknowledged 



wrong. 



In regard to the Orders in Council, which 
were the subject of Mr. Canning's other dis- 
patch, the correspondence between Mr. Ers- 
kine and Mr. Smith ended in an assurance 
given by the former, that ** Ills Mcgesty's 
Orders in Council of January and November 
1807, will have l>een withdrawn, as respected 
the United States, on the 10th June next. 
** To which Mr. Smith rejoined, that the 
non-intercourse act would be withdrawn, ia 
virtue of the powers conferred on the Presi- 
dent by the act establishing it, from and after 
the 10th of June ;" and a proclamation, to 
that effect, from him appeared the same day« 



lU^oldnff la the 
United States. 



The utmost satisfao- 
tion was felt in the 
United States by the Federal party, and by 
the moderate men at this favourable change. 
On the 24th of April, five days after the issu- 
ing of the President's proclamation declaring 
the resumption of commercial intercourse 
with Great Britain, the auspicious event wa» 
celebrated in New York by salutes of guns, 
ringing of church-l)ells, splendid illumina- 
tions, and other demonstrations of public 
rejoicing. The sentiments of the Federal 
Press appeared in articles preceded by 
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headings such as these: — "Triumph of 
Federal policy — No embargo— No French 
party — A return of peace, prosperity, and 



commerce. 



J. 



ff 



Mr. Enkine I arrange- In proportion to this 
BMnt (luaTowed by the ... , 

British tioTornment enthusiastic joy Were the 
depression in some quarters, and the indig- 
nation in others, when, on the 20th July, 
three weeks after the adjournment of Con- 
gress, information reached the United States 
ihat Mr. Canning had declared in the House 
of Commons, that the arrangement made by 
Mr. Erskino was wholly unauthorised by his 
instructions, and that the government could 
not ratify it A very grave charge against 
the good faith of the government was ad- 
Tanced by the opposition in l>oth Houses of 
Parliament ; and, in order to rebut this, the 
instructions were eventually printed and laid 
open to public inspection. The correctness 
of Mr. Canning's statement was then appa- 
rent^ viz.: that Mr. Erskine had acted not 
only inconsistently with, but in contradiction 
to his orders ; and the opposition were 
silenced. A comparison of the correspon- 
dence between Mr. Erskine and the American 
government with Mr. Canning's despatch to 
the former, does indeed exhibit the alleged 
contradiction in a very strong light; for, 
whilst in the correspondence no mention is 
made of any condition besides the withdrawal 
•of the Non-intercourse Act, Mr. Canning 
in his despatch specifics three conditions on 
which the recall of the Orders was to be con- 
tingent. " First — the repealing as to Great 
Britain, but the keeping in force as to France, 
and all countries adopting her decrees, so 
long as those decrees were continued, all ex- 
isting American non-iinportation and non- 
intercourse acts, and acts excluding foreign 
chips of war. Second — the renunciation by 
the United States, during the present war, 
of any pretensions to carry on any trade with 
the colonies of belligerents, not allowed in 
time of peace ; and, third — ^the allowing 
British ships of war to enforce by capture 
the American non-intercourse with France 
and her allies.'' With terms so express and 
positiveas these before him, it seems amazing 
that Mr. Erskine should have ventured to 
conclude even a " conditional agreement" ns 
he described that into which he entered, 



merely on the single condition of the with- 
drawal of the Non-intercourse Act as re- 
garded Great Britain. But the British En- 
voy, though ready to put a liberal interpre- 
tation on his instructions, was not so ven- 
turous as might at first sight appear. Mr. 
Madison — so uneasy was he under his poli- 
tical dilemma, and so anxious to extricate 
himself from it even with humiliation — had, 
in words, eonceded substantially all^he de- 
mands of the British Government ; to make 
those concessions definitive was beyond his 
power, as it was indispensable to refer them 
to Congress, which was not at that time in 
session. His perplexities lead us to the con- 
viction that he would have kept his word, 
and done his best to obtain from Congress its 
sanction of his verbally expressed under- 
standing wi ih Mr. Erskine. That gentleman 
trusted to Mr. Madison's good faith : Mr. 
Canning, we suspect, did not. ** The refu- 
sal of the English Ministry to ratify Mr. 
Erskinc's arrangement," writes Mr. Alison, 
"although justified in point of right by 
Napoleon's violence, and Mr. Erskine's de- 
viation from his instructions, may now well 
be characterized as one of the most unfortu- 
nate resolutions, in point of exjiediency, ever 
adopted by the British Government ; for it 
at once led to the renewal of the Non-inter- 
course Act of the United States ; put an en- 
tire stop for the next two years to all com- 
merce with that country; reduced the ex- 
ports of Great Britain fully a third during 
the most critical and important year of the 
war; and, in its ultimate results, contributed 
to produce that unhappy irritation between 
the two countries, which has never yet, not- 
withstanding the strong bonds of natural in- 
terest by which they are connected, been 
allayed." On the 9th August, in conse- 
quence of the non-fulfilment of the Erskino 
arrangement, the President issued a procla- 
mation withdrawing the proclamation pre- 
\'iously issued ; thereby leaving in full effect 
the Non-intercourse Act both against Great 
I Britain and France. 

MMon and lUcaU of Mr. Erskine was re- 
called, and succeeded by 
Mr. Francis James Jackson, who arrived at 
Washington in the month of October. He 
had done his country service at Copenhagen, 
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tn tho negotiation which preceded the seizure 
of the Danish fleet, a circumstance not likely 
to recommend him to the government of the 
United States. From the moment of liis 
landing to his departure in about a niontH's : 
time, he was subject to galling insults in ; 
different degrees, from the President, the 
populace, and tho press. His recall, at last, i 
was requested by the United States govern- , 
ment,#nd, of course, granted by the British j 
Cabinet, though without any mark of disap- ; 
probation on tho part of his sovereign. 



Decree of RambooUIet : 
lUj ISth, 1810. 



The forbearance of the 
United States with France I 
was tried to the uttermost, and stood the 
phock, in tho Decree of Rauibouillct — tlie 
elimax of French rapacity — issuecl on the 
18th May, 1810. By this all vessels sailing 
under the flag of tlie United States, or owned 
wholly or in part by any American citizen, 
which, since the 20th May, 1809, had entered, 
or which should thereafter enter, anv of the 
' ports of France or her colonics, or countries 
occupied by French armierf sliould l>e seized. 
This act was carried into immediate oxe<^u- 
tion ; the number of sequestered ships 
amounted to one hundred and sixty, the value 
of which was calculated at one million of 
francs. Yet even this devastating sweep ex- 
cited no war-spirit in the United States; there 
was, to be sure, sharp and vehement remon- 
strance about it; but tho spoliation was 
never resented as the grievances laid to the 
charge of Great Britain were resented ; and 
the French Emperor never atoned, nor even 
evinced the slightest disposition to atone, 
for it. 

Pretended ReTonHon ,(>. .,. « t^ 

of the French Decreoe : The Emperor of France, 
let Norember, 1810. growing impatient under 

his ineffectual attempt to drive the United 
States into war with Great Britain, thought 
proper at last to affect a conciliatory policy 
towards the North American republic, and 
to try what fair and plausible professions could 
accomplish. Without any intention, as his 
subsequent proceedings shewed, of keeping 
his hands off" their vessels, the confiscation of 
which had all along furnished so convenient 
a tribute to his impoverished exchequer, 
Buonaparte determined, at least, to change 
his tone. The disappointment and dissatis- 



faction prevailing in tho United States in 
consequence of the disallowance of the Er»- 
kine arrangement gave bun pleasure ; and, 
more particularly, the act against G^eat 
Britain with which the session of Congress 
had terminated was altogether to his taste. 
The Duke of Cadore — ^his minister — ^was ac- 
cordingly instructed to make to the Ameri- 
can minister, Mr. Armstrong, the following 
declaration, which was communicated in a 
note datetl 5th August : — " At present Con- 
gress retraces its steps. The act of the 1st 
^March, 1809 (the Non-intercourse act as 
regards France) is revoked: the ports of 
America are open to French trade; and 
France is no longer shut to America. Con- 
gress, in short, engages to declare against tho 
belligerent which shall refuse to recognise 
the rights of neutrals. In this new state of 
things, I am authorised to declare to you 
that the decrees of Berlin and Milan are re- 
voked ; and that from the Ist November they 
shall cease to be executed, it being tcell wn- 
der stood, that in consequence of this decla- 
ration, the English shall revoke their Orders 
in Council, and renounce the new principles 
of blockade, which they have attempted to 
estii)>lish, or that the United States shall 
cause the right to be respectod by the British. 
The President of the Unito<l States with eager 
delight laid hold of this conditional revoca- 
tion : dependent though it was on a condition 
which Buonaparte knew very well, and Mr. 
Madison might have known, too, was on the 
part of Great Britain wholly inadmissable. 
On tho very next day after that on which it 
was conditionally promised they should be 
revoked, Madison issued a proclamation as- 
serting that '* the said edicts have been re- 
voked ;'' and that *' the enemy ceased on the 
first day of that month to violate the neutral 
commerce of • the United States." But the 
President's gratification was unwarranted, 
and his proclamation premature. There had 
been — as wo shall see hereafter — ^no revoca- 
tion. 

Intelligence of this prospective revocation 
of the French decress was communicated at 
once to Mr.Pincknev, the United States Min- 
ister at London, who, without delay pro- 
ceeded on the 25th August following to make 
a formal call on tho British Government to 
repeal their Orders in Council. Lord Wei- 
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leslej, very naturally, ropliod that it woiiM 
be neeeeimry to wait to see whether the 
French decrees would be actually repealed. 
Subsequently, when atemporary intermiKHion 
of French violence, to^^ther with the release 
of some detained American vessels, afforded 
color for the government of the l-nited States | 
asserting, and probably at the time hoping, 
that the French decrees had been virtuallv 
repealed, though no authentic document 
beyond tlie Duke of Cadore's note had a[>- 1 
peared to that effect ; Mr. Pinckney lalwured | 
• strenuously and repeatedly to prove ^ the 
British Cabinet that those decrees hnmctu- 
ally been repealed, and roiteniteil his de- 
mands, that the Orders in Council should be 
annulled. Lord Wcllesley replied that, ** ad- 
mitting the Duke of Cadoro's letter to be 
oorrectly interpreted by Pinckney, as an- 
nouncing a repeal of the French decrtJCH to 
commence absolutely on the first of Novem- 
ber, but conditional as to its continuance, or 
the recall, within a reasonable time, of the 
British Orders, ho should not hesitate to 
concede such a re«'all, hid tliat been t/te onh/ 
thing rrqvin'd, But there was anotiier con- 
dition mentioned in that lott^ir wholly inad- 
missablo — the renouncing what were called 
" the new British principles of blockade.^' 

What France required was the relinquish- 
ment by England of " her new principles of 
blockade;'' an expression which unquestiona- 
bly implied much more than a mere declara- 
tion by the British Cabinet that, as a matter 
of fiact, the blockade of 180G had, as an ac- 
tual blockade, ceased to exist. We do not 
•ee how the British Government could have 
disputed that point, seeing it was a thing 
obvious to the eyes of any man, tliat Lord 
Keith's ships no longer watched the coast 
botween Brest and the Ellje ; I^ord Welleslcy, 
we consider, admitted as much, when he told 
Mr. Pinckney that the blDckade of 1806 was 
included in the more extensive Orders in 
Council; that is, he admitted, wo take it, 
that the line of coast originally confined by 
actual blockade was no longer in that predi- 
cament; but, in common with the rest of 
France, affected by the retaliation of Buona- 
parte's own paper blockades. But this admis- 
sion, expressed or implied, was not what 
France wanted. Uer view of the case was 



this: — "(iranting that Britain had ICO ves- 
sels* to bhK?kade thirty iv»rts and har1>our8 
of ours; she did not invest those ports and 
harlxmrs by land as well as by sea; and, 
therefore, in our estimation, it was noai>tual 
bl(M?kade. It was Gn^at Britain's new jirin- 
ciples of blockade. She must, notwithstand- 
ing her immense naval force, put that bloek- 
a»le virtually on the same fmjting with the 
Berlin and Milan Decreos; she must deny its 
existence, and — what we arc especially aiming 
at — she must aoknowle<lgo its insufficiency. 
She mu«»t do this before our ])romised repeal 
of our decrees in favour of the Unite<l States 
is to tiike effect ; and, in doing so, it is to be 
dintinctly understcMsl that in future, unless 
she can Iwleaguer our senjiort towns by land 
as well as by sea, there will bo no actual 
blockade." That is, (ireat Britain was not to 
shut up the French ]M»rts from foreign inter- 
course, and debar them from foreign sup- 
plies — how efftKrtually soever she might be 
alile to do it with her p(»werful navy — until 
her i^cninsular herc»es should have crossed 
the PvreiKM's. Then, if she ohc'se, t'be might 
use her lleot'< to c(»-operate with her tnxips 
on land. The trun}*cendent insolence of such 
terms is equalled only by their prodigious 
absurdity ; and yet this wjis what France 
meant by Great Britain ** renouncing her 
new principles of blockade." These, or a 
declaration of war by the United States 
against Great Britain, were the conditions 
(m which the Berlin and Milan Decrees were, 
by an anticipation, repealed as regarded the 
United States. The French government, in 
short, revoked, or more strictly promised to 
revoke, their decrees in favour of the United 
States, on the understanding that one of two 
things was to folU>w : cither that Great Bri- 
tain should bo entrapped into the surr(;nder 
of her maritime superiority ; of which being 
in itself flagrantly absurd, France, we must 
believe, entertained no expectation, — or that 
the United States would go to war with 
Great Britain: this latter alternative being, 
as they no doubt imagined, the more pn)ba- 
blo of the two ; and which, within less than 
two years, was the actual issue of French 
stratagem and American irascibility. 



* This was the force actually watching the 
French coast in 1806. 
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This revocation, then, which was so paraded 
in public documents of Mr. Madison's Admin- 
istration, and triumphantly i^uotcd both in 
those documents and in Congress, as creat- 
ing an irresistible claim on Great Britain 
for the repeal of her Orders, was nothing 
more than a revocation contingent on im- 
possible conditions, and was, therefore, no 
revocation at all. It was simply a piece of 
French intrigue, seen through without diflS- 
culty by the British Cabinet, as a transparent 
fraud, and failing, therefore, to draw (Jreat 
Britain into the snare ; but ultimately suc- 
cessful in the other quarter; that is. in 
aggravating the discontent felt by the United 
States towards Great Britain, and contribut- 
ing to bring on hostilities l>etween those 
two countries. Still, it might be asked, — 
" Did this French stratagem preclude Great 
Britain from making a relaxation of her 
Orders in favour of the United States, sup- 
posing that good policy dictated such a step?" 
Pledged to such a concession she certainly 
was not, for her pledge — as we have seen — 
was based on nothing sliort of an absolute 
and unconditional repeal on the part of 
France, which was never made. But was 
she not at* lilnsrty to make the concession of 
her own accord ? We think she was. We 
cannot see that she was in the slightest 
degree bound by any interpretation which 
France might put upon ; })y any extrava;:^nt 
conditions which her furious adversary, in 
her own distempered imagination and in- 
flated pretensions, might gratuitously attach 
to such a concession. She was, it appears 
to us, altogether in a position to take, and 
to maintain her own view of her own policy, 
and to say to the United States : — " It will 
be mutually advantageous that we should 
discontinue the restraints which French 
violence at the first compelled us to put on 
your commerce ; and wo do so : wo strike 
off the trammels we imposed ; you, of 
course, abrogating your retaliatory enact- 
ments. It is true, the violence of France 
continues ; for, as she has relaxed her De- 
crees with an imderstanding utterly ridi- 
culous, — on conditicms surpassingly inequit- 
able and absurd, — ^which can never be 
fulfilled, she has, in point of fact, not 
relaxed those Decrees at all. But your 
Kon-Intercourso Act, and our Orders in 



Council, hurt both you and ourselves, infi- 
nitely more tlian they annoy or injure France, 
and this wo judge to be a suflicient reason 
for rescinding the Orders. This we are 
ready to do, without compromising our 
right, which is sanctioned by all national 
law and precedent, to close where we can 
the ports of France with our fleets, which 
are quite adequate to the maintenance of any 
actual blockade we have as yet attempted. 
This relief we are ready to afford you, with- 
out for one moment debarring ourselves from 
tiu*ni||g against our enemy, as God shall 
give us ability, that maritime superiority, 
whore crowning honours and strength were 
bought with the blood of Aboukir and 
Trafalgar." This, we conceive, would have 
been good and safe policy on the part of 
Great Britain. It would have conciliated 
tlie United States, and miserably disap- 
pointed France, without involving, so fiir as 
we can see, any concession detrimental to 
our maritime superiority, or discreditable to 
the natic^n at large. The persistence of the 
British Cabinet in their ()ri«2;inal poliay at 
this period, and su))se(|uently, when the 
Erskine arrangement was disallowed, may 
be pronounced, we think, unfortunate, and 
seems, indeed, unaccountable, when we c(m- 
sidor how loudly the increasing commercial 
distress in the British Isles cried out for 
relief. During the year 1810, two thousand 
bankruptcies were announced ; whilst the 
elements of the riots which in IS 12 broke 
out in the manufacturing districts were 
visibly fermenting. Wo do not mean to 
attribute the whole of this commercial dis- 
tress to the Orders in Council and the reta- 
liatory acta of Congress ; but we are aware 
that a great deal of it arose from that source; 
whilst it may be acknowledged that the chief 
cause of such a depression was Buonaparte'a 
Continental system, — the confiscation of 
British merchandise with which it com- 
menced, tiiid the subsequent exclusion of 
that merchandise from all the Continental 
ports under his control. The re-establish- 
ment of ^mtisfact(^)ry relations with the United 
States would certainly have been, under 
these circumstances, a measure of relief ; 
and it was simply. as a measure of relief to 
suffering and complaining multitudes that 
the Orders in Council were, in the end. 
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rescinded. IIow much is it to bo rcj^ottcd, 
wo are ready to say, that they had n(;t been 
Tescindod before, when the grounds for 
revocation were tlie siime, and the revoca- 
tion would not have come, as it did at last, 
too late ! Menaced witli auj^ncnted embar- 
rassments; surrounded by affecting evidences 
of public suffering, and symptoms ])y no 
means dulnous of an out})reak amongst the 
lower classes of tlie pet»ple ; with the pros- 
pect of a diminished revenue at a time when 
its burthens, entailed by tlie war with Napo- 
leon, were enormous,— tlie British Cabinet, 
unhappily, thought it their duty to hold on 
their course. 

BumC^^eoSt Nothing can show 
^**^ more conclusively the 

justice of styling Buonaparte's condititmal 
revocatiim of his Decrees ** a pretended 
revocation," than the fact, that the French 
still persisted in capturing vortselH belonging 
to the United States, seizing tJieir cargoes, 
and, in many instjinccs, burning the sliips 
after the cargo had been removed. Buona- 
parte, it is true, to save appearances, di«l 
release by his speoitil license, and not on the 
ground of the alleged revocation, some 
United States' merchant-ships which had 
been detained in French ports ; but this 
was all he did. During the summer of 
1811, French privateers in the Baltic and 
Mediterranean Uyok every American vessel 
they fell in with, and carried them for con- 
demnation into the ports of Italy, Dantzic, 
and Copenhagen. At the very moment 
when the Congress-Committee of Xovember, 
1811, were making their report, in which 
they called their countr^Tnen to arms, and 
ai)arcd no force of langimge to rouse the 
deadliest resentment against ** British in- 
justice and outrage," — at that very moment 
— ^when France seemed to 1)0 as effectually 
forgotten as though it had fi)rmed a part of 
Kome distant planet, — a small sijuadron of 
French frigates, evading the British surveil- 
lance, which might have done the United 
States some service, had escaped from the 
Xioiro, and were pillaging and plundering 
American vessels in the Atlantic. (Jreat 
reason, then, ha<^l Lloyd for expressing him- 
self OA ho did, in tlie Senate, on the 27th 
Juno, 1812, — aftor tlio declaration of war: 



** Did the justitication of the British Orders 
in Council depend merely on the non-ropoal 
of the French Decrees, they might then, 
indeed, well enough stand, sinco o\'ery 
arrival from Europe brought news of frosh 
seizures and condemnation of American ves- 
sels, under cover of those very edicts of 
whi«.*h the repeal was so Iwldly alleged.*' 
With Mr. Ilihlrcth's testimony we leave this 
topic : " As to the alleged repeal, by Franco, 
and the refusal of Great Britain to repeid 
her orders, which ha<l been made tho occi^ 
sion, iirst of the revival of non-importation 
from Great Britain, and now of war; not 
only had no decree of repeal Ixsen produced ; 
not only had no captured American vessel 
ever Ikjcu released by any French prize court 
on the gr(»und of such repeal, but all the 
pu))lic documents of France ; the Duke of 
(■adore, in his report to the Emperor, of 
December 3, 1810; the Emperor himself, in 
his address U) tlie Council of Commerce, of 
March lU, 1811 ; and the Duke of Bassano, 
in his recent rei^t of March 10, 1812; all 
spoke of the B<*rlin and Milan Decrees as 
Mulksi-^ting in full force, the cherished policy 
of the Eni[)irc." Here surely, is ample 
evidence to show how unmerited was the 
imputation attempted to be fixed upon Great 
Britain, of having falsified her pledge. 



Pftrum- fr.«ii I'joudon : After ineffectual efforts 

and wishes, Mr.Pinckney requested, and, 
on the 1st March, 1811, obtained his audi- 
ence of leave from the Prince Regent. In 
his letter to IMr. Smitli, ' tho United States 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, describing the 
interview at Carltm House, he informed 
his government that the Prince Regent had 
conveyed to liim " explicit declarations of 
tho most arnica! )le views and feelings towards 
tho United States.*' The business of the 
Icgjvticm was left in the hands of a Clmrge 
d' Affaires. From this time the government 
of the United States acted as if the French 
edicts were revoked ; though, as we have 
shown, captures and seizures were still 
going on: whence French ships were ad- 
iiiitte<l into the ports of the United 
States, whilst those of Great Britain were 
excluded. 
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Enfcsgement botwcfcn Whilst tho diplomatic 

theUnitcdStateftfHgato ^ 

PreKident. and Hit Uri- relations 01 the two coun- 
ofwarLitUoBeit:Voth trics exhibited this state 
^^y* ^**^^' of growing alienation, an 

incident occurred at sea, which threatened 
to precipitate tho rupture which the discus- 
sion about the Orders in Council w^as steadily 
bringing on. On the 10th May, about 
14 or 15 leagues fn)m Cape Charles, Captain 
Bingham, of the British sloop of war Little 
Belt, at that time looking for her consort, 
the Guerriere, for which she had dispatches, 
came in sight of a frigate, with which, on 
the supposition that she might be the Guer- 
riere, Captain Bingham endeavoured to 
close. When he had approached sufficiently 
near, ho displayed his private signals ; 
and on these not being answered, he took it 
for granted that tho frigate was an Ameri- 
can, abandoned tho pursuit, and steered to 
the south. The frigate in question was the 
President, Commodore Rogers, which was 
cruizing in those waters, as one of the home 
Rquadron, for tho i»rotocJbn of the com- 
merce of the United States. Tho t^residcnt, 
from some motive on the part of her com- 
mander which it seems hard to reconcile 
with amicable intentions, gave chase to the 
other vessel, so soon as tho latter had 
changed her course. The pursuit of the 
Little Belt, in the first instance, was after- 
wards accounted for in the manner we have 
already stated; but, even at the time, it 
would naturally have occurred to the Com- 
mander of the President that his ship must 
have been mistaken by the other for either a 
British or French vessel, and whether that 
other was British or French could have made 
no difference to him, as his nation was not 
at war with either Great Britain or France. 
Why, then, should ho have given chase ? 
He had no antagonist at sea. But, to pro- 
ceed. As the President was evidently gain- 
ing, Captain Bingham, deeming it advisable 
to speak the stranger before dark, lay to at 
half-past six o'clock, — having by that time 
* discerned the stars in the President's broad 
pennant, — and, to guard against surprise, 
prepared his ship for action. The other ap- 
proached slowly, with a light })rccze, and. 
as if with hostile intentions, made several 
efforts to secure the weatherly gage, which, 
ader having been frustrated in some three 



or four times, by Captain Bingham's 
manocavres, she at length succeeded 
obtiiining. At about a quarter past eight, 
the vessels were within hail, the distance 
between them being less than a hundred 
yards. Up to this hour the accounts on 
both sides agree ; but hero we meet with 
most perplexing discrepancy in the narra 
tives of the two commanders. Captain 
Bingham thus states the matter : " I hailed, 
and asked what ship it was ? He repeated 
my question. I again hailed, and asked 
what ship it was ? He again repeated my 
words, and fired a broadside, which I im- 
mediately returned." Commodore Rogers, 
on the other hand, gave in this state- 
ment: " I hailed, What ship is that? To 
this inquiry no answer was given ; but I 
was hailed by her commander. What ship is 
that ? After a pause of fifteen or twenty 
seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry ; and 
before I had time to take the trumpet from 
my mouth was answered by a shot, thai 
went into our mainmast." Tho action, 
however brought on, became general, and 
lasted for a})out three-ciuarters of an hour, at 
tho end of wliich time the fire of the Little 
Belt was silenced, as she was reduced almost 
to a >vreck, and none of her guns could bo 
brought to bear. Commodore Rogers stated, 
that, after four or five minutes he desisted 
from firing, as he perceived that his adver- 
sary was very inferior : but the officers of the 
Little Belt made no mention of this pause. 
After the action, Commodore Rogers hailed 
again, and ascertained the name and charao- 
er of his small,* but spirited antagonist He 
then gave his own, after which the two ves- 
sels separated for the night. In the morn- 
ing, the Commander of the President sent a 
boat on board the Little Belt, with a mes- 
sage, expressing his regret that the unfor- 
tunate collision had taken place, and ten- 
dering assistance to his crippled adversary, 
— an offer which Captain Bingham declined. 
The Little Belt then made the best of her 
way U) Halifax, severely damaged, with eleven 



* A plance at the plate will show the reader 
the vast difference in size between the vessels. We 
may take this opportunity of remarking, that, 
with but two or three exceptions, there was 
a disparity of force, in favor of the enemy, in 
every naval action throughout the war. | 
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men dead and twenty-one wounded. The 
President suffered but trifling damage, and 
lo«t none of her crew — one only being wound- 
ed, and that slightly. No censure was 
passed on either of the Commanders by 
their respective Governments. Captain 
Bingham was deservedly applauded, for so 
bravely fighting a vessel of 18 guns against 
one of 44 ; whilst Commodore Rogers, after 
having been brought to an open court-mar- 
tial, at the request of the British minister at 
Washington, was honourably acquitted. 
During this inquiry, several of his oflScers 
and crew were examined, who bore out his 
itatement, that the Little Belt fired the first 
shot. To attempt a decision of the ques- 
tion, " Who fired the first shot?" seems a 
hopeless undertvking, where the evidence 
on either side is directly contradictory, — 
captain against captain, and ship against 
ship: yet it is but just to make the remark, 
that both the probability of the case, and 
other circumstances, distinct from the testi- 
mony given in, are greatly against the 
American. It is not pro})al)le that a vessel 
of eighteen guns should have attacked 
another of forty-four. No hostile design 
can be attributed to Captain Bingham ; for 
hia orders, which were made public after the 
encounter, expressly cautioned him against 
gi>-ing any unnecessary offence to the govern- 
ment or the people of tlie United States'; and 
an attack of his on an American frigate 
would have been a flagrant violation of those 
orders, such as — we may conceive — no man 
in his senses, how daring and impetuous 
soever, would have attempted. The orders, 
on the other hand, under which the Presi- 
dent sailed, were never published, which is 
somewhat singular; but the United States 
government disavowed, to Mr. Foster, the 
British minister, the issuing of any orders 
of an unfriendly character. In regard to 
the American orders, however, it is connected 
with our subject, though it may not be of 
much importance to state, that an opinion 
very generally prevailed in the United States, 
as Mr. Hildreth, the American historian, in- 
forms us, that "Rogers had pursued the 
Little Belt, with the very purpose of aveng- 
ing on her the still unatonod-for attack on 
ths Chesapeake." In relation to this sus- 
picion of a hostile purpose on the part of the 
2* 



Americans, we must attach great weight to 
a remark made by Captain Bingham : — " Bj 
the manner in which he (Commodore Ro« 
gers) apologized, it appeared evident to mo 
that, had he fallen in with a British frigate, 
he would certainly have brought her to action. 
And what farther confirms me in that opi- 
nion is, that his guns were not only loaded 
with round and grape shot, but with every 
scrap of iron that could be collected." As 
the British Government was satisfied with 
the disavowal of hostile orders on the part of 
the United States Government, the matter 
was allowed to drop : and the excitement 
arising from it at the moment soon died 
away. 

The rpwddent'8 War The President, at the 

Mc^fia};^, 4lh ^uvcmbor, 

1811. close of the year, having 

called Congress together after a shorter 
recess than usual, communicated to them* 
on the 4th November, a message, in which, 
after enumerating the subjects of complaint 
against Britain (of which we have alreadj 
said enough), he suggested the appeal to 
arms in these words, — " Congress will feel 
the duty of putting the United States into 
on armour and an attitude demanded by the 
crisis, and corresponding with the national 
expectations." 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs 
recommended the raising of 10,000 
regulars and 50,000 militia, with other pre- 
parations; but, such was the passionate 
ardour of the Legislature, that the num- 

Jan 12,1812. ^" ^^*®^ ^^^* ^^ * majority 
of 109 to 22, increased to 25,000 
regular troops, and a loan was agreed to of 
ten millions of dollars. 

wa« there, to any ex- At the Very time that 

tent, a ucorct ander> ^ ^ ^ •— ••• 

standing between the the ansTV majority in 

United StAteg and r^ ® "^ ^ "^ . 

France ? Congress were preparing 

the unhappy collision 
with Great Britain, the privateers and 
cruizers of France,, as we have said, un- 
der the professed revocation of the French 
decrees, were repeatedly making cap- 
tures of American vessels, and seizing 
their cargoes. It was less than one month 
prior to the declaration of war against 
Great Britain, that a correspondence was 
laid before Congress, by the President^ be- 
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tween Mr. Barlow, the American minister 
at Paris, and the Secretary of State, in 
which the formercommunieatodto his govern- 
ment the vexatious intelligence that his 
efforts to oonclndo a treaty with France had 
proved abortive, and that no redress hod, as 
yet, been obtained for the seizures and con- 
fiscations either prior or subsequent to the 
relaxation of the French decrees. It is 
evident, then, that Buonaparte's relaxation of 
his decrees ui favour of the United States, 
was not honestly carried out. The grievan- 
ces of which they complained at the hands 
of France were, on their own sliowing, un- 
redressed; [and yet the President of the 
United States found himself unable to '* re- 
commend to the consideration of CongrcsH 
definitive measures in reflect to France," 
in that very message which called his 
eountrymen to arms against Great Britain. 
In that message, every subject of discontent 
with the British Qovemmeiit was paraded 
in the manner, and witli the embittering 
langoagej best calculated to inflame, to the 
highest 4egree, the rising passions of tho 
nation. No peace ; no breathing-time ; no 
further waiting, for what the future* mi^t 
still bring forth as the foundation of pacifi- 
cation, was to be permitted. It is true, the 
United States had waited long, — had sufierod 
long ; and too kmg, also, had the British 
Ministry — as it proved — withheld tho conces- 
sion which, had it been made sooner, j might 
not, perhaps, have wholly sweetened the bit- 
ter waters of strife, but would, at lea^t, have 
strengthened the friends of peace in tho 
American Congress, whilst, in correspond- 
ing measure, it would have embarrassed the 
fiery spirits in that body, and have prevented 
possibly, (though we do not feel sure of 
this,) the outbreak of war. But, if the 
patience of the United States had been tried 
by Qreat Britain, (which we do not deny,) 
it had been tried, perhaps with equal seve- 
rity, by France too ; and yet — so unequally 
did the spirit of retaliation work ! — the 
wrongs charged upon Great Britain were to 
be fiercely and promptly effaced with blood ; 
whilst those which hod been suffered, and 
were still endured, from France, remained 
a matter fbr discussion; Congress, in re- 
gard to these, still tioking timo^ ** to decide 
with greater advantage on the coanw duo to 



the rights, the interests, the honour of their 
country."* The contrast is too obvious to 
be overlooked ; — ^the temper of " sudden 
quarrel" towards Great Britain, — ^the long- 
suffering with France. The bias in Napoleon 
Buonaparte's favour appears in a still strong 
or light ; if it be truly alleged — as has 
been done — that there was a general im« 
presnion in the United States that the repeal 
of tho Orders could not be far distant ; and 
that, acting under that impression, the 
democratic ]>arty did their utmost to press 
the dcclanition of war before intelligence of 
the expecte«l repeal should have reached 
America. Be this as it may ; the small, but 
able minority expressed in energetic terms 
their sense of the inconsistency of declar- 
ing war with one adversary only, when two 
hod given equal provocation. ** As the in- 
juries (said they) which we have received 
from France are at least equal in amount 
to those we have sustained from England, 
and luivo been attended with circumstances 
of still greater insult and aggravation ; if 
war were necessary to vindicate the honour 
of the country, consistency and impartiality 
required that both nations should have been 
included in the declaration."! % We have 

* Prosideat's Message of Ist June, 1812. 

f Other passages, besides the two wo have in- 
corporated with tho text, are worthy of repub- 
lication. 



X " Resolutions passed at a Convention of 
Delegates from several Coonties of the State of 
New York, held at tho Capitol, in the City of 
Albany, on the 17th and 18th days of Septem- 
ber, 1812." 

** Resolved, that without inrasting on the 
injustice of the present war, taking solely into 
consideration the time and circumstances of its 
declaration, the condition of the country, and 
state of the public mind, we are constrained to 
consider, and feel it our duty to pronounce it a 
most rash, unwise, and inexpedient measure ; 
the adoption of which ought for ever to deprive 
its authors of the esteem and confidence of an 
enlightened people — because, as the iiguries we 
have received from France, are at least equal 
In amount to those we have sustained from 
England, and have been attended with circum- 
stances of still greater insult and aggravation — 
If war were necessary to vindicate the honor of 
the country, consistency and impartiality re- 
quired that both nations should have been in- 
cluded In the declaration. Because if it were 
deemed expe<lient to exercise our right of 
seleoting oar sdversai^, prudence and oommon 
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already recorded our persuasion, that Mr. 
Madison was entangled in,the toils of French 
intrigue ; and we have not formed that 
opinion without, as we think, sufficient evi- 
dence. Still we do not desire to conyey the 
impression, in itself preposterous, that either 
Mr. Madison or his coadjutors were so de- 
Toid of imtriotism, as to be simply desirous 
of serving France, witliout a primary regard 
to what they considered would best conduce 
to the interests of their own country. It 
may be asked, however, how could it enter 



flense dictated the choice of an enemy, ft'om 
whuse hostility wo hud nothing to ib-caii. A 
war with Franco would equally have siilisfied 
our insulted honour, and at tho same time, in- 
stead of annihilating, would have revived and 
extended our commerce — and oven the evils of 
such a contest would have been mitigated by 
the sublime consolation, that by our efforts we 
were contributing to arrest the progress of des- 
potism in Eorope, and essentially serving the 
great interests of freedom and liumanity 
throughout tlic world. Because a republican 
government, dependinjij solely for its support on 
ike wishes and affections of the people, ought 
never to declare a war, into which the great 
body of tho nation are not prepared to enter with 
seal and alacrity ; as where the justice and ne- 
cessity of the measure are not so apparent as 
to unite all parties in ito support, its inevitable 
tendency is, to augment the dissentions that 
have before existed, and by exasperating party 
violence to its utmost height, prepare the way 
for civil war. Because, before a war was de- 
clared, it was perfectly, well a8eertaine<], that a 
vast majority of the people in the middle and 
northern states, by whom the burden and ex- 
penses of the contest must be borne almost ex- 
clusively, were strongly opposed to the measure. 
Because we see no rational prospect of attaining, 
by force of arms, the objects for which our 
rulers say we are contending — and because the 
evils and distresses which the war must of 
necessity occasion, far overbalance any advan- 
tages we can expect to derive from it. Because 
the great power of England on the ocean, and 
the amazing resources she derives from com- 
merce and navigation, render it evident, that 
we cannot compel her to respect our rights and 
satisfy our demands, otherwise than by a suc- 
cessful maritime warfare; the means of con-, 
ducting which we not only do not possess, but 
our rulers have obstinately refused to provide. 
Because the exhausted state of the trcasiu^y, 
occasioned by the destruction of the revenue 
4terived from commerce, should the war con- 
tinue, will render necessary a resort to loans 
and taxes to a vast amount — measures by whioh 
the people will be greatly biu-thcned, and op- 
pressed, and the influence and patronage of the 
executive alarmingly increased. And, finally. 



into their minds to suppose that the interests 
of tho United States would be best promoted 
by selecting for their adversary the one 
of the two offisnding nations which, in peace, 
maintained with them the closest relations, 
founded on a commeroe eminently prosper- 
ous and profitable; and, in war, had the 
means of giving them the heaviest blows t 
The force of this objection was feU by the 
minority, whose langua^ we have already 
quoted : " If it were deemed expedient (they 
urged) to exercise our right of selecting our 



because of a war begun with such means as our 
rulers had prepared, and conducted in the mode 
they seem resolved to pursue, we see no grounds 
to hope the honourable and successful termina- 
tion." 

"Whereas the late revocation of the British 
Orders in Council, has removed the great and 
ostensible cause of the present war, and pre- 
pared the way for an immediate accmnmodation 
of all existing differences, inasmuch as, by the 
confession of the present secretary of state, satis- 
factory and honourable arrangements might 
easily be made, by which the abuses resulting 
from tho impressment of our seamen, might, 
in future, be effectually prevented — Therefore, 

Resolved, That we shall be constrained to con- 
sider tJie determination on the part of our rulers 
to continue t)ie present war, after official notice 
of the revocation of the British Orders in Coun- 
cil, as affording conclusive evidence, that the 
war has been undertaken fh)m motives entirely 
distinct from those which have been hitherto 
avowed, and for the promotien<ef objects wholly 
unconnected with the interest and honour of the 
American nation. 

Resolved, That we contemplate with abhor- 
rence, even the possibility of an alliance with 
tho present Emperor of France, every action 
of whose life has demonstated, that the attain- 
ment, by any means, of universal empire, and 
the consequent extinction of every vestige of 
freedom, are the sole objects of his incessant, 
unbounded, and remorseless ambition. His 
arms, with the spirit of freemen, we might 
openly and fearlessly encounter ; but, of his 
secret arts, his corrupting influence, we enter- 
tain a dread we can ncil^er conquer nor con- 
ceal. It is therefore with the utmost .distrust 
and alarm, that we regard his late professions 
ef attachment and love to the American people^ 
fully recollecting, that his invariable course has 
been, by perfidious offers of protection, by de- 
ceitful professions of friendship, to lull bis 
intended victims into the fatal sleep of confi- 
dence and security, during which, the chains of 
despotism are silently wound round and ri vetted 
on them." 

In the same strain, during the debate on 
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adveraary, prudence and common sense dic- 
tated the choice of an enemy, from whose 
hostility we had nothing to dread. A war 
with France would equally have satisfied 
our insulted honour, and, at the same time, 
instead of annihilating, would have revived 
and extended our commerce."* But there 
were countervailing considerations falling 
in with, whilst, on the other hand, every 
cause of complaint against France was 
borne along and overwhelmed by the current 
of the popular aiitipathy to Great Britain. 



the War-Report, did Mr. Randolph speak in 
Congress : — 

This war of conquest (he said), a war for tbo ac- 
quisition of territory and subjects, is to be a new 
commentary on the doctrine tliat republics are 
destitute of ambition — that they are addicted to 
peace, wedded to the happiness and safety of 
the .great body of their people. But it seems 
this is to be a holiday campaign — there is to be 
no expense of blood, or treasure, on our part 
— Canada is to conquer herself — she is to be 
subdued by the principles of fraternity. The 
people of that country are first to" be seduced 
fW>m their allegiance, and converte<l into trai- 
tors, as preparatory to the making them frood 
oitizens. Although he must acknowledge that 
some of our flaming patriots were thus manu- 
factured, he did not Uiink the process would 
hold good with a whole community. It was a 
dangerous experiment. We were to succeed 
in the French mode, by tlic system of frater- 
nization — all is French I — ^but how dreadfully 
it might be retorted on the southern and west- 
em slavehokling states. He detested tliis 
eaboraation of treason. No — if he must have 
them, lot them fall by the valor of oiur arms, 
by fair legitimate conquest; not become the 
Tictims of traocheroraa seduction. 

He was gratified to find gentlemen acknow- 
ledging the demoralising and destructive con- 
sequenoes of the non-importation law— confess- 
ing the truth of all that its opponents foretold 
when it was enacted — and wiU you plunge 
yourselves in war, because you have passed a 
foolish and ruinous law^ and are ashamed to 
repeal it ? " But our good fHend the French 
emperor stands in the way of its repeal," and 
as we cannot go too far in making sacrifices to 
him, who has given such demonstration of his 
love for the Americanf^ wo must, in point of 
faet, become parties to his war. ^* Who can be 
00 cruel as to refuse him tliis favour?" — His 
imagination shrunk from the miseries of such 
a connociion. He called upon the house to 
refleot whether they were not about to abandon 



"Everything in the United States," says 
James, in his Naval History, " was to be 
settled by a calculation of profit and loss. 
France had numerous allies, — ^England 
scarcely any. France had no contiguous 
territory ; England had the Canadas ready 
to be marched into at a moment^s notice. 
France had no commerce ; England had 
richly-laden merchantmen traversing every 
sea. England, therefore, it was against 
whom the death-blows of America were to 
bo levelled."* These considerations, no 



* ReeolutioDS of the New York Delegates. 



all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages 
** insults and injuries" of the French govern- 
ment — to give up our claim for plundered mil- 
lions, and asked what reparation or atonement 
they could expect to obtain in hours of future 
dalliance, after they should have made a tender 
of their persons to this great deflowercr of the 
virginity of republics. We had by our own 
wise (he would not say wUe-acre) measures, so 
increased the trade and wealUi of Montreal and 
Quebec, that at last we began to cast a wistftil 
eye at Canada. Having done so much towards 
its improvement by the exercise of **OTur re- 
strictive energies," we began to think the 
laborer worthy of his hire, and to put in claim 
for oiu" portion. Suppose it ours — are we any 
nearer to our point ? As his minister said to 
the king of Epirus, ** may we not as well take 
our bottle of wine before as after this exploit ?" 
Go ! march to Canada ! — leave the broad bosom 
of the Chesapeake, and her hundred tributary 
rivers — the whole lino of sea-coast from Machias 
io St. Mary's, unprotected : — You have taken 
Quebec — have you conquered England f Will 
you seek for the deep foundations of her power 
in the frozen deserts of Labrador 7" 

Mr. Randolph then proceeded to notice the 
unjust and illiberal imputation of British attaeh- 
mente, against certain characters in this country, 
sometimes insinuated in that house, but openly 
avowed out of it Against whom were these 
charges brought? Against men who in the 
war of the revolution were in tlie council of the 
nation, or fighting the battles of your country. 
And by whom were they made ? By run-aways 
chiefly from (he British dominions , since the 
breaking out of tiie French troubles. He in- 
dignantly said — it is insuflcrable. It cannot be 
home. It must and ought, with severity, to be 
put down in this house — and out of it tc meet 
the lie direct. We have no fellow feeling for the 
Hiiflering and oppressed Spaniards! Yet even 
them we do not reprobate. Strange ! that wo 
should have no objection to any other people or 
government, civiUzcd or savage, in the whole 
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doubt, powerfully contributed to attract the 
explosion and the shock of war on Britain ; 
but, allowing to these their undeniable in- 
fluence, we are perfectly satisfied, notwith- 
standing, that it was not merely the com- 
parison of advantages or risks ; it was not 
solely the answer returned by the oracle of 
republican shrewdness to the question, — 
" Whether more were to be gained from a 
war with Great Britain than with France ?" 
which brought the controversy to its deplor- 
able issue. There were other motives at 



world. The great autocrat of all the Russias 
receives the homage of our high consideration. 
The dey of Algiers and his divan of pirates are 
very civil good sort of people, with whom we 
find no difficulty in maintiLiuiiig the relations of 
peace and amity — "Turks, Jews and infidels," 
MfUmeli, or the Little Turtle, barbarians and 
savages of every clime and color, are welcome 
to our arms. With chiefs of banditti, negro or 
mulatto, we can treat and can trade. Name, 
however, but England, and all our antijaatlucs 
are up in arms against her. Against whom ? 
Against those whoso blood runs in our own 
veins; in common with whom we can claim 
Shakspearo and Newton, and Chatham for our 
eountiymen : whoso form of government is the 
freest on earth, our own only excepted ; from 
whom every valuable principle of our own in- 
stitutions has been borrowed — ropresentfttion — 
jury trial — voting the supplies — writs of habeas 
corpus — oiu* whole civil and criminal jurispru- 
dence — against our fellow Protestants identified 
in blood, in language, in religion with our- 
selves.*' 

« « « « » « « 

Mr. Sheffey, too, of Virginia, spoke, with 
equally moral courage, the language of 
tnith, and justice, and common sense : — 

Ton have been told that you could raise 
Tolunteers to atchieve the possession of Canada. 
Where are these volunteers ? I have seen none 
of these patriotic men who were willing to go 
to Canada in the private rank ; all of thom want 
offices. You may raise a few miserable wretches 
for jovn army, who would disgrace the service, 
and only serve as unprincipleil minions to their 
officers. Will your farmers' sons enlist in your 
army ? They will not, sir. Look at the army 
of '98. It had twelve or fifteen regiments 
nominally. It was disbanded in eighteen 
months ; when half the men had not been raised. 
Why, sir, you had more patriotism on paper 
then even than you have now; and yet you 
could not raise half the forces for your army. 
If you pass the bill, you will not raise twenty- 
five thousand men in three years. The object 
of the war may by that time vanish. The nation 
will be saddled with aU the vast expenses of 



work. The Government of the United 
States, and Mr. Madison's Administration 
more particularly, may not have had pre- 
cisely " a secret understanding with 
France:'' but there are circumstances, on 
that head, which — it must be owned — ^look 
extremely suspicious. It is curious, at least, 
to observe how exactly their proceedings con- 
tributed to aid the policy of Napoleon Buona- 
parte. Their embargo, non-intercourse, and 
non-importation acts were, in name, impajr- 
tial, for they were avowedly directed against 



these troops for nothing. No nation can safely 
engage in a foreign war without being prepared 
for it when they take the resolution. Are you 
prepared ? Your secretaty at war has told 
gentlemen that even blankets could not be 
procured ; and you saw a letter from him yes- 
terday, which informed you that the small sup- 
plies for the Indians could not be had without 
a relaxation of your commercial restrictions. 
Will you send your soldiers to Cimada without 
blankets ? Or do you calculate to take it by 
the end of the summer, and return home to a 
more genial clime by tlie next winter! This 
would be well enouj^h ; but I think it will re- 
quire several compaigns to conquer Canada. 

You will act absurdly if you expect the peo- 
ple of that country to join you. Upper Ca- 
nada is inhabited by emigrants from the United 
States. They will not come back to you ; they 
will not, without reason, desert the government, 
to whom tliey have gone for protection. No, 
sir, you must conquer it by force, not by sow- 
ing the seeds of sedition and treason among the 
people. 

But, suppose you raise the men, what will 
Great Britain be doing in the mean time ? Will 
she be asleep ? You march to Canada : where 
will be your security at homo ? will you desert 
your own country ; will you leave your cities to 
be sacrificed, plundered and sacked, for the 
sterile deserts of Canada, of Nova Scotia, and 
New-Brunswick, and all the frozen regions of 
the north ? Sir, go to Canada, and you will 
soon have to recal your army to defend your 
southern soil ; to rescue your people from rapine 
and destruction. You will have to employ your 
energies in protecting the south from British 
invasion. Sir, will the little force you leave at 
home, be able to oppose the power of British 
74's ? Look at Copenhagen. It is true, sir, as 
honourable gentlemen say, that I am secure 
beyond the Alleghany, after eastern states shall 
have fallen. Liberty is there secure ! But as 
a member of this confederacy, I cannot consent 
to exchange my present situation for such a 
state of things.*' 

**♦♦♦»♦ 

"He knew gentlemen would stare at him, 
when he contended that they were going to 
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both of the belligerents ; but, in reality, they 
were far from pressing equally on both ; for, 
whilst they scarcely molested Frfuice, with 
her inconsiderable American commerce, 
they inflicted an injury that was felt, on 
Great Britain, accustomed, as she had been, 
to find, before the enactment of those mea- 
sures, a large and profitable market in the 
United States. In the manufacturing towns 
of France no popular conmiotions were pro- 
voked by the commercial restrictions of the 
United States : those restrictions were the 
main agent in exciting the most alarming 
riots in Manchester, Sheffield, and other 
parts of England, where large numbers of 
operatives found' themselves cut off from the 
ordinary sources of employment and sub- 
sistence. LitUo did France, in her mad 
immolation of her best and bravest to the 
phantom of military glory, appreciate or 
heed the loss of an extinguished commerce ; 
whilst Britain, dependent on her commerce 
for the means of protracted resistance, felt 
the wound, — ^her Parliament besieged with 
the petitions of suffering milliuns ; her 
towns distracted with violent mo]>8 ; and the 
bankruptcies of her merchants year })y year 
increasing. Mr. Jefferson's and Mr. Madi- 
son's measures were certainly impartial, in 
name; far ftrom« impartial, in effect. In 
regard to Mr. Madison's personal feelings, 
there is nothing to make it improbable, but 
much to the contrary, that they were iden- 
tical with those of Mr. Jefferson, to whose 
school in politics he belonged, whose Secre- 
tory of State he had been, and whose influ- 
ence was exerted for his election to the Pre- 
sidency. Mr. Madison was one of that party 



war against Great Britain, while she was strug- 
gling for the liberties of the world. But this 
had great weight on his mind. She was the 
only power that stemmed the torrent of univer- 
sal despotism. lie hod little experience in the 
human heart, who believed that there would 
remain any security for us after the mnritimfi 
dominion, as well as the dominion of the laud 
should bo consecrated in the hands of the great 
Napoleon. These conquerors hod always been 
the same. When they had subdued the world, 
they sat down and shed tears because they could 
find no other world to conquer. Our victory 
over Qreat Britain would be our defeat." 



in thi revolutionary Congress who set their 
faces against concluding peace with Qreat 
Britain on terms not sanctioned by France ; 
and who, ■ in strict consistency with their 
vehement French predilections, attempted a 
censure on Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams, because 
they had negotiated a treaty of peace, with- 
out the consent of the French Government, 
though that treaty was honourable and ad- 
vantageous to the United States. It is well 
known that Washington laboured, in every 
possible way, even to the length of risking 
his popularity, to maintain and perpetuate 
friendly relations with Great Britain ; but 
Mr. Madison opposed his pacific mission to 
that country in 1794 ; and, about the same 
time, whilst the revolutionary rulers of 
France were ferociously plunging through 
their dreadful career of massacre and confis- 
cation, Mr. Madison, at that frightful epoch 
of human calamity, stepped forward in 
Congress to commence that warfare against 
British commerce, which he afterwards 
waged with so much determination, — intro* 
ducing resolutions which, it is worth r^ 
marking, were the same in character with 
Buonaparte's continental system. We have 
styled that continental system, as embodied 
in the Berlin and Milan Decrees, a commer- 
cial excommunication of Great Britain, — a 
view which the American merchants did, in 
a body, take of Buonaparte's enormous pre- 
tensions ; but Mr. Madison represented acts, 
which virtually excluded Great Britain from 
the pale of civilized nations, and were do- 
vised with the avowed purpose of destroying 
her, as mere '* nmnicipal regulations.'' 
And, though the ships of his ovm nation, 
if detected in the " infamous guilt" of 
trading with, or through England, wore by 
the Milan Decree, declared to be denoHon- 
alizedf and were, in fact, confiscated, with 
their cargoes, there was queralousness, it is 
true, in his conmiunications with the French 
Government, but there was nothing that 
sounded of war. Our convictions, however, 
of the more than sympathy, — of the co- 
operation of Mr. Madison with France, — are 
founded chiefly on his secret manoeuvering 
connection with the blockade of 180G. 



m 



The history of the thing is curious ; and, 
though it may not weigh with all of our 
readers as it has done with us, we fancy 
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that those to whom it may be new, will be, 
equally with ourselves, interested in it. We 
give it, therefore, below, as we find it in the 
London Quarterly Review, of September, 
1812 ; composed of extracts from the Now 
England Panne's pamphlet previously 
noticed by us, together with the Reviewer's 
observations.* When oar readers have 



* What shall we say if it appear that this 
Jirtt aggre^tumof 1806, which is now represented 
as the immediate cause of the Berlin Decree, 
"WtLBj for the first timfy suggested by Mr. Madi- 
son, in 1806, (through General Armstrong to 
Buonaparte,) as a justifiable cause of the French 
decree ? — that this blockade of 180(i, which was 
approved by Mr. Munroe, — was not objected 
against by Mr. Jefferson in 1808, — was not even 
mentioned by Mr. Madison in the arrangement 
made with Mr. Erskine in 1801) — but that this 
great and atrocious ii^ury done to France and 
America, forgotten, neglected, and not once ad- 
verted to in four years' negociation, — was 
brought forward, for the first timtj to make a 
principal figure in 1810, for the express pur- 
pose, as it would seem, of tlirowing in the way 
invincible obstacles to any adjustment with 
Great Britain ? Let us hear the ^ farmers' on 
the subject. 

'* The first notice of it, as far as we can 
find, is in a letter fVom General Armstrong to 
Mr. Smith, our secretary of state, of January 
28th, 1810, in which he details a conversation 
wMch he had held with Count Champagny, the 
French minister. In that letter Mr. Armstrong 
refers to a letter of December 1st, 180U, from 
Mr. Smith to himself, which has never been puh- 
Ushedf in which he is directed to demand of 
France — Whether^ tf Great Britain revoked her 
blockades of a date anterior to the decree commonly 
called the Berlin Decree^ Ilis Majesty the Emperor 
would consent to revoke that decree V* To which 
the Emperor, falling into the views of our gov- 
ernment, and foreseeing the snare which would 
be laid for Great Britain, insomuch as, if she 
consented to repeal said orders, it would be an 
admiBsion that she had been the aggressor upon 
neutral commerce, and further, it would be an 
admission that she had no right to exert lier 
/ cnlyforce^ her maritime power, for the coercion 
of her enemy, replied ** That the onlt condition 
required for the revocation of the decree of Berlin, 
wUl be a previous revocation by Great Britain of 
her blockades of France, or jwrts of France^ of a 
date anterior to the aforesatd decree.** 

** So far the plot went on prosperously; and 
if Great Britain had fallen into the project, it 
would have been made the pretext f(»r prevent- 
ing any future blockades of even single ports 
of France, in which armaments for her destruc- 
tion, or the destruction of her commerce, 
flhonld bo formed ; and aho would have relin- 



sufficiently examined this curious cose, thej 
may attach what foroe they think is due to 
the only observation we intend to add to this 
head, viz., that Mr. Madison — it has been 
asserted — sent out a copy of his war message 
to France, in the Wasp ; and that this is not 
the only circumstance which affords reason 
for believing that Prance for some time be- 



quished to an enemy, whom she cannot attack 
upon the continent on equal terms, the only 
weapons which God and her own valour had 
plivced within her power." 

The next step was to transmit this project 
for swindling (ircat Britain out of her maritime 
rights to Mr. Pinckney, the American minister 
in London, who accordingly demanded of Lord 
Wellesley * whether Great Britain considered 
any, and if any, what blockades of the French 
coast, of a date anterior to the Berlin Decree, 
in force?' Lord Wellesley briefly answered, 
that * the blockade of May, 1806, was compre- 
hended in the Order of Council of January, 
1807, which was yet in force.' A month after- 
wanls, 7th March, 1810, Mr. Pinckney again 
asked * whether the order of May, 1806, was 
merged in tliat of January, 1807 ?' to which 
Lord Wellesley replied * that it was compre- 
hended under the more extensive orders of 
January, 1807.' 

Mr. Pinckney, though not quite satisfied 
with Lord Wellesley's answers, wrote to Gene- 
ral Armstrong, * that tlie inference fh)m them 
was, tliat the blockade of May, 1806, is virtue 
ally at an end, being merged and comprehended 
in an Order of Council issued after the date of 
the Berlin Decree.' This inference, however, 
did not suit any of the intriguing parties ; and 
Genenil Armstrong does not seem to have 
thought it necessary to ruffle the repose of his 
Imperial Majesty, by submitting Uie point to 
M. Champagny; at least nothing farther ap- 
pears till the extraordinary letter of the Duo 
de Cadore, in which the Berlin and Milan De- 
crees are premised to be repealed, provided 
Great Britain will repeal her orders, and * re- 
nounce her principles of blockade which she 
wishes to establish :' — * terms,' says the Farm* 
er, ♦ which every man will perceive might bo 
construed to amount to the surrender of all her 
maritime rights.' 

<^ That there was a secret understanding 
between our cabinet and that of France, that 
Great Britain should be required to annul her 
blockades of a date anterior to the Berlin De- 
cree, and tliat tlds suggestion first came from 
our cabinet, will appear from the two follow- 
ing extracts of-lettcrs from oiu* secretary Smith, 
to Mr. Pinckney ; the one is dated in July, 
1810, in which he says, "you will let it be 
distinctly understood that the repeal must 
necessarily include an annulment of the blockade 
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fore knew that war would lie declared, whilst 
Great Britain, tho uthor belligerent, said 
be impartially treated, never Buspeded such 
a tbing, even ftt the momoiit of repealing hor 
Otdern in Council : fur, although it evinced 
atrange ineeniibility to the lowering pur- 
tents of the future, that the poHHibilit; of a 
war with the Unittid States, arising from 
those Orders, was never once alluded to bj 
those members of the British Parliament 
who spoke against tliem in the dobtite of 
June, 1H12 ; still, that very insensibilitj 
tmnsaUiuitio presages shows, in the strong 
est manner, how little the cnlnstropho of 
war*' with ttie United States was aSiticipatod 



of May, 1W)6: this is the eiplnnntion which 
wiU bi !jivm by our minister nt TariB to the 
French government, in can U ihall then lie re- 
qoirecl." Il seems it had not thai beem requir- 
ed by Prance. 

*' Thnt this wns ft concerted thing is appa- 
rent, ttom onolher cl^Luse of the same letter, in 
which Mr. Smith ssys, thnt " should Great 
Britain not witbilrsw all htr prrfiovi partial 
bloolEsdca, it is prubable thnt Fmnce will draw 
Great Britnin and the United States to issue on 
the legality of tuch Uorhidn Jthat is, all por- 
tiiJ blockades) by acceding to the act in Con- 
p«ga, (M amililiim that (be reptal oftht blockaili 
tMall oKompony thnt of the Orders in Council. 

•■ Within one month after these despatches 
arrived in Fmnce, Uuonaparte did bring ua to 
iisue Tfitb Gre»t Britain an tliii i-rrji point ; and 
jet Mr. Madjaon wiw noprophff, because it was 
hi who first BuggsBted the thought to Arm- 
■Crong. and Armstrong to the iageaious cnbiiiet 
of 8t Cloud. '■ In coufomuly to jour lU-fga- 
timu, in yonr letter of December Ist, 1809," 
(aaya Gcncrnl Annstrong to Mr. Smith,) "1 
demanded whether, if Great Britain revoked 
Iier decrees of a date anterior In the Itertin 
decree, bis M^esty would consent to revoke 
that decree." 

After this clear eiposition, we tldnk that 
no reasonable being can entertain any doubts 
of Mr. Madiaua's iutriguea with Franco. 



• Whilst this pnlitirnl ferment wns ngitaUng 
the different parties of candidnlre forminislerini 
power, the examinations in reference to the ef- 
fectsof the Oders in Council upon the commer- 
cial and msnufsctnring interests in the kingdom 
were goinji on with tittle interruption in Iralh 
louses of parlisment A vast mass of evidence 
"being at length coUeetod, Hr. Broughftm, on 



by Urout Britain, fire Uayu aitert Congro** 
hail signed and sealed the warrant for tfas 
unnatural strife. 



Jane 10th, brought the matter for final demsion 
1>efore the House of Commons. lie began hi0 
speech wilh observing, that (he luestion, though 
of uneiamplcd interest, was one of littie intri- 
cacy. Its points were few in number, and in< 
volved in no obwurily or doubu At a distunee, 
indeed, there apjieared a great moss of detnils, 
and the eight or nine hondred foUoB of evidence, 
together with the papers and {letJlionB willl 
which tJie table wae covered, might canse tha 
subjects to appear vHstandcomplieated; yetha 
did not doubt ie a short time to eonvinoe hia 
hearers that there has seldom tiecu one of k 
public nature brought before tliat house through 
which the path was nhorter, or led to a mor* 
obvious decision. 

The hon. gentleman then took a general 
survey of the severe distress which was now 
pressing upon su many thousands of our Indus' 
trious fellow-snhjectB, proved not only by their 
pEtitiond. hut by the numerous schemes and de- 
vieea which had been resorted to as a remedy 
for the evils caused hy the suppression of their 
aecuslomcl sources of employment. He re- 
mindc<l the house of the general outline of the 
inquiry. Above a hundred witnesses hnd been 
ennmined from more than thirty of the grceC 
mannfueturing and commcreinl districts. Ainong 
all these there was only one wngle witness wba 
hesitated in admitting the dreadful amount of 
(he present distresses ; Birmingham, Sheffield, 
Iho clothing trade of Yorkshiro, the districts of 
the cotton trade, all deeply participated in them. 
He then adverted to the prooft hy which this 
evidence was met on the other fdde of the heuaa; 
and took into consideration the entries in Ih* 
Custom-house books, and the substitutes and 
channels of commerce said to eompensat* 
for those that are closed. He next lonohed 
upon (he topic so often resorted te by the de- 
fenders of the Orders in Council, that of th« 
dignity and honour of the nation, and the ne- 
cessity of assorting our maritime ri^ts; and 
aintmned tliat every right may saMy b9 
d or abandoned for reasons of eipedien^, 
I resumed when those reasons cease. Hs 
lastly, dwelt upon the great importance of the 
American market to the goods produeed in tbU 
country, and the danger of accnatoming tl>« 
Americans to rely on their own resources, attd 
monufhcture for themselves. After a long and 
eloquent harangue on these and other connected 
subjects, Mr. B. concluded with the IbUowiBg 



f The dcbste in ParHamcDt look pla 
the 28rd .lone i the Deoinnition of War c 
the 18th. 
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f^bnuiy 6th, 1812. 



In addition to the regu- 
lar troops, the President 
was anthorised to employ 25,000 volunteers 
for twelve months, who were to form a body 
of men intermediate between the regulars 
and the militia, resembling the latter in 
most points, but differing from them in 
being liable to foreign service. Their cloth- 
ing was to be provided by themselves ; their 
arms were to be furnished by the govern^ 
ment. Rapidly, however, as the forces of 
the United States, at this crisis, -accumulated 
on paper, and ardent as the votes of Congress 
were for military preparation, the actual 
enlistment was anything but enthusiastic. 



"That an Jbmnble address be presented 
to his royal highness the Prince Regent, 
representing that this house has for some time 
past been engaged in an inquiry into the present 
ctistressed state ef the commerce and manufac- 
tnres ef the country, and the effects of the 
Orders in Council issued by his Mt^esty in tlie 
years 1807 and 1809;* assuring his Royal 
Highness that this house will at all times sup- 
port his Royal Highness to the utmost of its 
power in maintaining those just maritime rights 
which have essentially contributed to the pros- 
perity and honour of the realm — but beseech- 
ing his Royal Highness that he would be 
graoioosly pleased to recall or suspend the said 
Orders, and adopt such measures, as may tend 
to conciliate neutral powers, without sacrificing 
the rights and dignity of his Majesty's 
crown.** 

Ifr. Rose acScaowledged that a very considerable 
degree of distress did exist among our manu- 
fiMtorei^ bat would not admit that it was so 
mneh owing to the Orders in Council as the hon. 
gentleman had represented. He corrected 
Btreral statements made by him, and showed 
tliat the commerce of France had suffered in 
Kveh greater proportion from the effects of 
theseOrders. Our shipping interest, he asserted, 
htyA been benefitted by them, and if they were 
rqiealed, the Americans would come in for a 
large share of our carrying trade, especially to 
Soath America. Upon the whole, he would not 
deny that our manufactures were likely to ob- 
tain some relief ftrom the repeal, but govem- 
was placed between difficulties on both 
and it was their duty to adopt the mea- 
whioh would be least detrimental. In his 
opinion, the preponderance of argument led 
to tko oonclnsion that the repeal of the Orders 
WoaM be more prejudicial than their continu- 

* There was a modification of the Orders 
la April, 1809. 

3 



Recruits came in slowly — at the ratio of one 
thousand in six months — ^notwithstanding 

March 28th. ^^ ^'^^^ ^"'^^y ^^*^ 

was offered. It is curi- 
ous to observe the comparative coldness with 
which at this time Congress addressed them- 
selves to promoting the efficiency of the 
navy,-^that arm of the service which cer- 
tainly did the republio most credit during 
the war. A subsidy of only $300,000 was 
voted for repairs; and a further sum of 
$200,000 annuaUy, for rebuilding certfdn 
ships. "What was proposed to be accom- 
plished by this paltry sum, was to repair and 
fit out tlio Constellation, Chesapeake, and 



ance. The great body of merchants held the 
same opinion. Four-fifths of those of Glasgow 
had petitioned in support of the orders ; those 
of Bristol were unanimous in their favour ; and 
so were a majority of those of Liverpool : there 
was no petition from London against them, 
whilst a great number of London merchants had 
petitioned in their favour. 

Mr. Baring, after a warm eulogy of the enlight- 
ened view of the subject taken by the honorable 
mover, said that the house had two questions to 
decide : 1. whether these distresses were attri- 
butable to the Orders in Council ? 2. Whether 
any benefits had arisen from them in any other 
quarter to compensate for these calamities? 
Mr. B. made a number of particular observa- 
tions relative to these two points ; and conclu- 
ded with giving it as his conviction, that by 
our Orders in Council we lost the most substan- 
tial commercial advantages for an object we 
could never obtain — that of forcing our trade 
with the continent. 

Lord Castlereagh began with lamenting the 
precipitation of the hon. gentleman in bringing 
forward tiiis motion, and pressing to hasty dis- 
cussion a question than which none more rital 
ever came before the consideration of parlia- 
ment He deprecated any interference On the 
part of the house in a question in which com- 
mercial considerations were mixed with those 
of maritime right, and, pending a delicate ne- 
gociation, dictating to the executive govern- 
ment the course it ought to pursne. After 
various observations in defence of the policy 
and justice of the Orders in Council, and in 
answer to some of the mover's statements, the 
noble lord came to the point by saying, that 
Great Britain would consent to suspend her 
Orders in Council, prorided America would sus- 
pend her non-importation act. The experiment 
might then be tried of the practicability of re- 
storing things to their ancient system. Under 
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Adams FrigatM : tind with the annual snb- 
udy, to rebuild three other Trignt^a of the 
old navy, too rotloti to be repaireil. The 
tnith vae, the war niRriiii origiiinled, inainl;, 
with men who cared little or nothing about 
oommerce — us they did not \i\e by it, — and 
oonld contemplate its ruin without concern. 
The politiciaoB of the back-woodH, who 
formed so strong and so stent a swtion of 
tiia violent faction feem to have hardly given 
ft thought to tho aufforings in 'store for the 
oonunereiol cities on tiie Bea-coa«t, — auSbi^ 
inga which, in any contest with a navol 



power like Great Britain, must always ba 
terribly severe. 

In this Congresi (the twelfth) the i>el»- 
brated Henry Clay, then ayoungandardent 
I. made his first ontnuioe on the great 
world of politics. He was a fervent advo- 
for war ; and his rcmarkoble lalenta, 
uombinod with his innguine and impetuoua 
spirit, Bonn onablod him to outstrip llie old 
ipions of war, who raised him to tha 
Spoakonihip nf the Houso of Kepresonta- 
tivcB, and taoitiy ackQO\vledged him for 
their leader. 



Ibese ciroumEtances bs Imsted tlint the hougc 
would not cansGnt <o Ihc address — and he 
moved tha otiltr of the daj. 

Mr, Whitbroad then bagged tho nnblo lord to 
lay preoisely what he propused to do with r 
•p«ot to America. 

Lord Castleroai^ said, thai he meant that 
propoEttiaD should be made to tlie American 
Kovemment to suspend unme'llntGly the Orders 
in Counoil, on condition that they would sua- 
pend their naD-importadaa act. 

Mr, Whitbread was of opinion that if this pro- 
porition were to be sent out to America, and it 
was expected that the bouse nnd country should 
wait till they received an aosvrer, it was the 
gj^atest delusion thut had ever been nltempt«<I: 
and ha proceeded to eipreas in strong terms tht 
urgency of the distress felt by the mnniifiic- 
turers, and the ni^ecsHty of giving the intended 
relief without delay. Mr. Ponsunhy also spoki 
against tlie measure proposed, as oaloulattKl tf 

Lord Castlereagh, in further explanation, 
swd that it was never meant that there should 
be any delay in suspending the Orders in Coun- 
cil: the intention was that they should be sus- 
pended for a dcGuite time, and that this eircum- 
etanee should be communicated to the American 
government for the double purpose of ascertain 
ing whether it would, in consequence, ahrogalr 
its non-importation act ; and also Chat it might 
apply to IVance to return to the ancient system 
of belligerents. 

Mr. Wilherforee objected to the mode proposed 
by the noble lord, because it showed nn nnwil- 
llngness to do that which, in tucl, he intended 

Mr. Canning, in giving a kind of middle opi- 
nion on the subject, contended that 
II as better than suspension. 

Mr. Brougham, after congratulating the 



house on the prospect of speedily getting rid of 
these Orders, hoped that tho noble lord woulil 
vfithdmw ius motion for proceeding to tha 
orders of tlie day. and eiplainmore distinctly 
what was the exact intention of the goveru- 



The final result was, that Mr- B. and Lord 
Castlereagh aovernlly withdrew their motioua 
on the understnndi ng that an official instrument 
on [he sulgcct should appear in tho next G ucil«. 

It was a remarkable circumstance in this 

delHito. that Mr. Stephens, the most strenuoua 
defender and promoter of the Orders in Conncil, 
was not present ; a certain proof th]it minist^n 
were already prepared to make the sacrifice 
which the voiue uf the country rendered inevi* 
table. 

On Jmie 23rd, there appeared in the Qazetta 
a doclnration ft'om the 1'nnoe Regent, absolutely 
and unequivocally revoking tho Orders in Conn- 
cil as far as they regarded American vessels ; 
with the proviso, that if allcr the notiBcatiui 
of this revocation by our miniator in America, 
the government of the United States do not re- 
voke their interdictory acbi against BHtiah 
commerce, the same, after due notice, shall be 
null and of no effect. 

Mr. Brougham, on this occurrence, declared 
tho tlill Estislbotion of himself and bis fHenda 
with Che Crank and manly conduct of goTera- 
ment in the mode it hnd adopted : and both 
sides of the bouse seemed hoppy in the prospect 
of the amicable intercourse wliich this proceed- 
ing would restore between the two countriea. 
We cannot, however. r*frain from eipressinc 
our astonishment, that during the debates there 
appeared so little CDnsciousnesa that the quee> 
tion of repealing or continuing the Orders it 
Council, was a real question of peace or wii» 
witli .^erica ; and Chat deferring the decision 
lolong. was rendering it altogether unimportant. 
In fact, before the news of the repeal relchcd 
the United Slates, Ihry tDtn acluaUg at tear ttiA 
Grtal Britain. 
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CoKfBNfS. 
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Papers relating to Hemys Mission commu- 
nicated to Congress by the President, on 
tiie 6th March.— 'Ninety Days' Embargo ; 
4th April. — President's Message ; Ist 
June. — War declared on the 18th, and 
persisted in, although intelligence subse- 
quently arriyes of the Repeal of the Orders 
in Council— 'The War of 1812, '13, and 
*14, a War of Aggression, on the part of 
the United States.— 4^e War declared 
nmultaneously with the Inyasion of Rus- 
ma.— The British North American Pro- 
Tinces the main object of the War. 



relating to In the year 1800, about 
to Oongnn the time of the first 
^tmlS!^^^^ embargo, Mr. Madison 

told the British Minister 
at Washington that, in his estimation, such 
had been the conduct of Great Britain, that 
the United States would be justified in 
declaring war at any moment, and without 
farther notice. The newspapers, at that 
tipie, were boiling over with invectiTC 
against Great Britain, and the invasion of 
her North American Colonics was, even at 
that early period of the dispute, publicly 
talked of and discussed as a very feasible 
and very effectual measure of retaliation. 
Halifax and Quebec were both mentioned as 
points on which the attack might bo advan- 
tageously commenced. As the President's 
language, taken in conjunction w^ith the 
popular animosity, seemed to threaten an 
immediate assault, intelligence was des- 
patched to Sir James Craig, the Grovemor of 
Canada, who, lest the Province under his 
command should be taken by surprise, sent 
an embassy into the Eastern States, for the 
purpose of procuring information. The 
instaructions given to that agent were not 



inconsistent with the Governor's honourable 
character. All that he contemplated was, — 
to ascertain the real state of affairs in the 
United States ; how far tlie war-spirit had 
spread ; with what amount of success the 
resistonce of the federal party would proba- 
bly be attended ; and, generally, to acquire 
such information as might assist him in 
putting the Province under his charge into 
a proper state of defence. Sir James Craig, 
however, was unfortunate, as it proved, in 
his choice of the person employed. This 
person was a Captain John Henry, a clever 
and active, but, as circumstances after- 
wards showed, a purely mercenary and 
unprincipled man. lie was an Irishman by 
birth ; had come to the United States as an 
adventurer ; became a captain in the army 
of 1798 ; and ultimately settled on an estate 
in Vermont, close to the frontier. Accord- 
ing to his own account, the attention of Sir 
James Craig was drawn to him by essays 
which he had written in newspapers against 
republican government, which he professed 
to hold in utter detestation. By some means 
or other, however, the Governor of Canada 
had heard of him, invited him to Montreal, 
and from thence despatched him to Boston 
early in 1809, for the purpose wo have 
already described. After remaining in Bos- 
ton about three months, during which period 
he wrote Sir James Craig's secretary four- 
teen letters, embodying information of no 
great value, as we think, ho was recalled, 
on the apparent settlement produced by tlie 
Erskine arrangement. In 1811 ho visited 
England, and applied at the Foreign Office 
for a reward for his services; but was 
referred back to Sir James Craig's successor 
in tho government, " as better able to appre- 
ciate the ability and success with which his 
mission had been executed. Henry did not 
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like this ; and so, instead of returning to 
Canada, proceeded to the United States, 
where, in the genuine temper of an unfaith- 
ful hireling, he presented himself before 
Mr. Madison ; told the tale of his mission ; 
and offered to sell his papers. Mr. Madison 
closed with the profferred bargain, and paid 
him 6ut of the secret service fund the large 
sum of $50,000 for the papers ; apparently 
having only a general notion of their con- 
tents, and not imagining — as we must argue 
from the handsome price he paid for them—* 
how little they contained. He expected, no 
doubt, when he made the liberal oflfer of 
$50,000, that the correspondence thus pur- 
chased would furnish disclosures highly 
serviceable to the Administration, both by 
blackening the character of the British 
government and by bringing suspicion and 
odium generally on the opposition in Con- 
gress, — perhaps by fixing a charge of treason 
on some. His disappointment, then, must 
have been extreme, on discovering that the 
British agent had received no authority or 
commission to offer bribes in any shape; 
that neither his letters nor the replies 
sketched out any plan of insurrection ; and 
that the correspondence did not implicate, 
or even name a single citizen of the United 
States. Still, having got the papers into 
his hands, and paid dearly for his bargain, 
the President determined to make all the use 
of them that he could . Ho accordingly 
transmitted them to Congress, accompanied 
by ft message, putting upon the whole affair 
the bitterest interpretation he could devise, — 
representing it as an effort, on the part of 
the British Government to foment disaffec- 
tion in the United States, and to bring about 
the separation of the Eastern States from the 
Union. His end, however, was not answered. 
A momentary excitement, it is true, was 
produced ; but, as he was unable to hold up 
to public indignation any of the " traitors" 
whom he may have hoped to detect in Con- 
gress, nothing material was effected in 
favour of the Administration. The opposi- 
tion were not silenced ; for not one of their 
number was caught in the trap. Had the 
result been different ; had there been grounds 
for suspicion against them, it would assuredly 
have gone hard with them— as to their influence 



at all events ; for the minds of the multi-* 
tude were in that heated state which renders 
the appeal of an unpopular minority to ther 
bar of public opinion a perfectly hopelessf 
affair. During the debate in Congress on 
the correspondence, a Mr. Johnson delivered 
himself of the sensible and elegant senti- 
ment, that '^ he considered Canada as rogues' 
harbour, and saw in the correspondencer 
additional reasons for attacking if A 
vehement onset was made on the British 
Ministry in the House of Commons on this 
head ; but, whilst they stated that Henry's 
mission was Sir James Craig's own act, 
unknown to them until all was ever, they 
defended it on the ground that itd object 
was nothing more than legit^ate informa- 
tion, very desirable at so critical a time ; 
though they admitted that the transaction 
was not in all its circumstances managed 
with perfect discretion. Poor Sir James was 
then in his grave; but, although his own 
voice was not raised in self-defence, we may 
venture to assert that his memory, which is 
that of a straightforward, honest, and fear- 
less man, has not suffered even from tho 
baseness of the agent whom it was his mis* 
fortune to employ. Alison's brief allusion 
to this transaction involtes a slight error as 
to date, representing it as following the 
ninety days' embargo, of which we are about 
to speak. He uses, too, the words, — " cer- 
tain docnmentB found on a Captain Henry," 
from which the general inference would be; 
that Henry was detected, whereas he sold 
himself, as we have shown above, to Mr* 
Madison. 



Ninety dayg'ombKgo* ^^ ^*^g ^^^ ^^ 

4thApriL termined upon by the 

Administration, the Pre- 
sident sent a confidential message to Con- 
gress, recommending, ** under existing cir- 
cumstances and prospects," an embargo for 
sixty days. A bill to that effect passed the 
House of Representatives by 70 to 41 ; but 
the term was extended in the Senate to 90 
days, with which extension it passed both 
branches of the Legislature. This was a 
committal of the Administration to war ; for 
it was admitted by tho Government party, 
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that, as a peace-measure, the embargo could months duration, would be, according to 

statistical calculation, as follows : — 

Mercantile loss, $24,814,249 

Deteriorated value of surplus 

produce and waste, 40,196,028 

Loss sustained by the revenue, 9,000,000 



never have been entertained. Still the oppo- 
sition — ^notwithstanding the serious alarm 
they felt — ^professing themselves unable to 
believe that the Government would commit 
so rash and so ** treasonable" an action as 
that of plunging the nation, utterly unpre- 
pared, into war, suggested that the embargo 
was intended to serve the interests of Buona- 
parte, by stopping the export of provisions 
to Spain, where the British arms were 
beginning to be triumphant. The measure, 
however, was undoubtedly designed as pre- 
paratory to war, for the declaration of which, 
at the expiration of the ninety days, the 
Government had now made up their minds. 
Mr. Alison describes the object of the 
measure only in part, when ho represents it 
as intende(Vto " prevent intelligence of their 
preparations from reaching Great Britain, 
and to furnish them witli the means, from 
their extensive commercial navy, of manning 
their vessels of war." Its main object was 
to remove from the ocean as many of their 
merchant-ships as possible, and thus place 
them out of the reach of British ships of 
war, when the proclamation of hostilities 
flhould become known. The passing of the 
embargo was conducted under an injunction 
of secrecy ; but the secret was divulged ; 
and the commercial cities which gained in- 
telligence of it improved the few days 
allowed them in lading and despatching 
ships with extraordinary ardour and celerity. 
The Democratic journals were infuriated. 
Flour, by hundreds of thousands of barrels, 
they said, had been exported selfishly and 
unpatriotically, to feed the British troops in 
Spain. It was nothing to them that those 
troops were fighting in the noblest cause 
which God has ever blessed with success ; 
fighting side by side with the soldiers of an 
oppressed people, — ^groaning beneath the 
exactions, the massacres, and the odious rule 
of a French usurper. These embargoes 
exhibited, in a remarkable manner, the 
blind rage of an irritated democracy, bent 



Total direct national loss,..*.. $74,010,277 
Or, $6,167,523 per month. 

The same moment, therefore, that the 
nation is called upon to aid their govern* 
ment with a loan of 11,000,000 dollars, this 
government, without any single openly 
avowed or obviously beneficial purpose, at 
the bare suggestion of expediency on the 
part of the Executive, destroys, by an em- 
bargo of three months, national wealth to 
tlio amount of $18,502,570, not to reckon 
the indirect and collateral mischief, of 
enormous magnitude, with which the same 
measure is pregnant." 



Prerfdent's Message, ^^ ^"^ !«* J^«' " ^^ 
lat June. President sent a confi- 

dential Message to Ooit- 
gress, in which he recapitulated all the 
causes of complaint against Great Britidn;'' 

and on the 18th a bill, 
war againet 



War declared on the 

18th, and pcrrfnted ta, declaring 

although IntelliKonce ^ * t> 'a • .^ au^ 

subiiwiuently arrivi!! of trrcat ISritam, paSSOCt tbO 

£cJ2Si.'''""'^^ ^^^"8® ^^ Representfr 

tives, by a vote of 79 to 
40 ; and the Senate, by 19 to 14. Hostili- 
ties were therefore imimediately ordered to 
be commenced. ** Nor did the American 
Government," writes Mr. Alison, " make 
any attempt to recede from these hostile 
acts, when intelligence arrived a few weeks 
after this resolution, and before war had 
commenced,* that, by an Order in Council, 



* No blow had as yet been struck. " Mr. 
Madison," as the Loudon Quarterly, of January, 
1814, humourously observed, " had forged Ms 
on inflicting vengeance on an enemy even atii| thunderbolts ; but held them yet unlaunchedin 



the certain risk of greater damage to them- 
selves. " The direct national injury," says 
a writer in the American Review, of April, 
1812, " caused by an embargo of twelve 



his red right hand." The pleasure of hurling 
them, however, was not to be resisted; more 
especially as the British standard in Canada 
was to be utteriy shivered and annihilated by 
them. 
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ike British Government had aotaally re- 
pealed the previous Orders^ so that the osten- 
sible ground of complaint against this 
country was removed.*' The war-^the 
grand provocation having been thus re- 
moved — ^was persisted in, for want of a 
better ^excuse, on the ground of the Impress- 
ment question. But the Impressment mat- 
ter had actually been arranged in the Treaty 
of 1806, — a Treaty approved of to the fullest 
extent, and signed by the negotiators of the 
United States concerned in framing it, 
tiiough Mr. Jefferson afterwards, for reasons 
best known to himself} ]%fused to ratify it. 
Nobody, therefore, could pretend but that 
the question of Right of Search and Im- 
pressment, as it had once been settled, 
might be settled again, without recourse to 
anns, and was still open for amicable adjust^ 
Inent. 

J?1^ " w„"!J H »<«««« the moral obU- 
grenion, on the part of gation manifestly resting 

on the government of the 
United States to abandon, in common honesty 
md fairness, a war^ the alleged provocation to 
which had been removed ; the American 
-Ck>ngres8 were virtually pledged to such an 
'abandonment, their own words witnessing 
against them. In the Report of the Com- 
mittee (November 29th, 1811) urging pre- 
paration fbr war, it was stated that their 
intention was, '* as soon as the forces con- 
tanplated to be raised should be in any 
tollable state of preparation, to recommend 
the employment of them for the purpose for 
which they shall have been raised, unless 
Great Britain shdU, in the meaniime, have 
done us justice"* 



* The Committee, Mr. P. said, have not re- 
commended this course of measures without a 
full sense of the high responsibility which they 
have taken upon themselves. They are aware 
that war, even in its best and faires| form, is 
an evil deeply to be deprecated : but it is some- 
times, and on few occasions perhaps more than 
on this, a necessary eyil. For myself, I con- 
fess I have approached the subject not only* 
with diffidence, but with awe : but I will never 
shrink from my duty because it is arduous or 
unpleasant, and I can most religiously declare 
that I never acted under stronger or clearer 
convictions of duty than I do now in recom- 
mending these preparatory measures ; or than 



Thus, the course which they themselves 
acknowledged would be just, and gave im- 
plied promise of adopting, was not adopted 
when the condition had been fulfilled. The 
government of the United States stand, 
then, self-convicted of wanton aggression on 
the North American Colonies of Great 
Britain, and of prosecuting the war on 
grounds different from those which they 
were accustomed to assign. If to our 
mother-land there attach the reproach of 
impolitic pertinacity in maintaining, so long, 
a system prejudicial .to her own commerce, 
and irritating to a neutral power, under an 



,1 shall ultimately in recommending war, in 
case Great Britain shall not have rescinded her 
Orders in Council, and made some satisfactory 
arrangements in respect to the impressment of 
our seamen. If there should be any gentlemen 
in the house who were not satisfied that we 
ought to go to war for our maritime rights, 
Mr. P. earnestly entreated that they would not 
vote for the resolutions. Bo not, said he, let 
us raise armies, unless we intend to employ 
them. If we do not mean to support the rights 
and honour of the country, let us not drain it 
of its resources. 

Mr. P. said, he was aware that there wei^ 
many gentlemen in the house who were dis- 
satisfied that the committee had not gone Aix^ 
ther, and recommended an immediate deelan^ 
tion of war, or the adoption of some measures 
which would have instantly precipitated us into 
it. But he confessed such was not his cpinion ; 
he had no idea of plunging ourselves headlong 
into a war with a powerM nation, or even a 
respectable province, when we had not three 
regiments of men to spare for that service. He 
hoped that we should not be influenced by the 
howling of newspapers, nor by a fear that the 
spirit of the 12th Congress would be questioned, 
to abandon the plainest dictates of common 
sense and common discretion. He was sensible 
that there were many good men out of Congress, 
as well as many of his best friends in it, whose 
appetites were prepared for a war feast. He 
was not surprised at it, for he knew the provo- 
catives had been suf&cicntly great. But he 
hoped they would not insist on calling in the 
guests, at least witil the table should have been 
spread. When this was done, he pledged him- 
self, in behalf of the Committee of Foreign 
Relations, that the gentleman should not be 
disappointed of the entertainment for the want 
of bidding ; and he believed he might also 
pledge himself for many of the members of the 
Committee, that they would not be among the 
last to partake personally, not only in the 
pleasures, if any there should be, but in all 
the dangers of the revelry. — American Weekly 
Register, vol. 1, p. 268. 
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impression of necessary self-defence, right 
in the first instance, but subsequently, by 
the angry legislation of the United States, 
rendered deluslTc; there is, at least, no 
moral turpitude in such a charge. The lust 
of conquest, however, involving, as it does, 
moral guilt, provokes a censure and fixes a 
etain which the honour of a nation, and of 
A Christian nation especially, is deeply con- 
eemed in repelling, if it can. For this 
offence against national integrity and good 
faith the government of the United States 
are answerable, in prosecuting the war from 
motives clearly distinct from those which 
they avowed ; motives not at all consistent 
with the position in which they desired to 
place themselves before the world,— that of 
an aggrieved people contending for rights 
which had been infringed ; motives, in short, 
arising wholly from popular feelings at once 
eovetous of the possessions of another 
nation, and exasperated for the time by 
passions beyond control. In a word, the 
war of 1812 was a war of aggression ; and 
its fate was that with which it is the usual 
Providence of God to visit, sooner or later, 
all aggressive wars : it was a failure ; and a 
failure, though brightened by occasional 
triumph, involviDg, on the whole, a large 
amount of retributive calamity. It is, too, 
a remarkable ; we might say, providential 
circumstance, tiiat the failure was mainly 
brought about through the gallant and the 
unexpected resistance of the very colony 
which was regarded by its invaders as likely 
to prove an easy conquest, in consequence, 
more particularly, of the disloyalty to the 
British Crown vainly imagined to lurk in 
its heart That very colony which, to the 
waivparty in Congress, was the object of 
cnpidity, and by a ** strong delusion" 
afforded them their highest hopes of success, 
became largely instrumental to their dis* 
oomfitore. This looks like a judicial dis- 
appointment of schemes not merely visionary 
and inconsiderate ; but-^what is &r worse — 
yiolent and unjust. 

Tiw War BoeUnxi Six days after the de- 

•hiralt«n«nulj with the i .* t» •■ 1^1 

inTMkmofRaaria. claration of war by the 

United States, Buona- 
parte passed the Niemen, with the vast and 



brilliant armament which, in the pnrpoee of 
its imperial leader, was to bring down 
Russia as low as the rest of the Continent ; 
but was destined, in the designs of Provir 
dence, to affbrd in modem history, a paralld 
to Pharoah and Sennacherib. Had the 
United States awaited the issue of that expe- 
dition it is possible that their war againel 
Great Britain would not have been declared. 
Even if the flames of Moscow had proved as 
ineffectual as the woes of Spain to exaspe- 
rate them against the scourge and the 
oppressor of Europe, still destruction, in one 
campaign of half a million of his veterans, 
was too evident and too serious a blow to his 
military strength, not to impair the prestige 
of his alliance, and to shake that faith in 
his destiny which may have extended from 
Europe to his Transatlantic allies; for in 
that false position our Anglo-Saxon brethen 
had, on the 18th June, 1812, unhappily 
placed themselves. A little more patience 
on the part of the United States would have 
set all right, without war, which remedied 
nothing, and produced no settlement but 
what would have been made, had peace con- 
tinued, two years before ; and that on terms 
more explicit and more advantageous to the 
Republic than the treaty of Ghent, which 
closed the improfitable contest. Their 
troubles were the tfoubles of the age; 
caused by the Convulsion and the disorga* 
nization of the civilized world, not by any 
ill will harboured by Great Britain against 
them. Tyrants aiming at universal dominion 
cannot send their whirlwinds of men and 
steel over the earth without causing general 
suffering — and the United States suffered. 
With the Jbreaking of the oppressor's rod, 
their sufferings would have ceased. The 
tide of French invasion once driven back, 
the ancient landmarks would have re- 
appeared ; the rights of nations, the renewal 
of intercourse, the revival of commerce | 
everything, in short, worth contending for 
would have followed the fall of Buonaparte, 
since it was by his conquests and decrees 
alone that the order and the happiness of 
the world had been interrupted. The United 
States, by throwing themselves into the con- 
tost, only delayed that happy consumma- 
tion. 
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TiM British North There were many 
ttTSSoSSTShe things which, in and 
^^' out of Congress, were 

grievously misunderstood in the United 
States. The loyalty of the British North 
American Provinces was misunderstood when 
the political seers of Congress asserted, with 
that vehement asseveration and implicit 
faith which are often found to bear an in- 
Terse proportion to truth and information, 
that those Colonies were ripe for defection. 
The power of Great Britain, hampered as 
■he was by the mortal struggle with her 
European foe, was greatly misunderstood, 
when a member in Congress expressed appa- 
rently the expectations of the m^ority in 
the utterance of the appalling prediction, — 
" We shall drive the British from our conti- 
nent ;" and the ability of the United States 
to cope with such an adversary was consi- 
derably overrated by wiser heads than 
another Congress orator possessed who deli- 
vered himself of this truly magnificent bom- 
bast, — " The Falls of Niagara could be re- 
listed with as much success as the American 
people, when they should be called into 
action I" But amid all this deplorable mis- 
apprehension, there was one point which 
was not misunderstood,-^TnE value op the 
Bbitish North American Provinces to 
the' British Crowx. That point, both 
inside Congress and outside,* was fully com- 
prehended ; and what was said in regard to 
it was no more than the truth. " Those 
Provinces," said Mr. Porter, the Chairman 
of the Committee of Foreign Relations," 
" were. not only immensely valuable in them- 
selves, but almost indispensable to the exist- 
ance of Great Britain, cut off as she now is, 
in a great measure,from the North of Europe. 
He had been credibly informed that the 
exports from Quebec, only, amounted during 
the last year (1810) to near six millions of 
dollars, and most of these, too, in articles 
of the first necessity, — ^in ship timber and 
in provisions for the support of her fleets 
and armies." " The conquest of Canada," 
wrote the Weekly Register, about the same 
time, " will be of the highest importance to 
us in distressing our enemy ; in cutting off 
his supplies of provisions and naval stores 
for his West India Colonies and home de- 
mand. There is no place from whence she 



can supply the mighty void that would be 
occasioned by the loss of this country, as 
well in his exports as imports. It would 
operate upon him with a double force : it 
would deprive him of a vast quantity of 
indispensable materials, as well as of food, 
and close an extensive market for his manu- 
factures. Canada and Nova Scotia, if not 
fully conquered immediately, may be render- 
ed useless to him in a few weeks. Without 
them, and particularly the latter, he cannot 
maintain those terrible fleets on our coast 
that we are threatened with, or bridge our 
harbours with frigates, admitting he may 
have no use for them to defend his own 
shores ; for he will not have a dockyard, 
fitting the purposes of his navy, within 3,000 
miles of us." The great worth of these 
possessions was, at the time of which we are 
writing, and is now, well known to poli- 
ticians in the United States. Whilst the 
war-spirit was raging, the democrats thought 
it distressing, intolerable that the British 
flag should be proudly waving, on their very 
borders, over so choice a tract of territory ; 
the rescue from monarchical rule of such a 
land, by nature so favoured, in position so 
conveniently situated for annexation, was to 
be resolutely attempted, — it was like taking 
the Uoly City out of the hands of the infi- 
dels, and was eminently worthy of all the 
exuberant patriotism, and the blind sacri- 
fice, and the furious effort of a republican 
crusade. The British North American Pro- 
vinces were coveted ; coveted most ardently, 
for their own sake, and for the anticipated 
gratification of extirpating from the conti- 
nent every vestige of kingly government. 
The ardour of the cupidity can scarcely 
excite surprise, where the object was so 
valuable, and the appropriation deemed so 
easy, — everything having been previously 
settled by the democrats to their perfect 
satisfaction, — in a manner the most easy 
and comfortable that can l)e imagined, — 
as to the political purpose which the British 
Colonies were to serve, when blessed with 
the privilege of incorporation with the 
United States. " I am willing," was the 
magnanimous declaration of Mr. Grundy, of 
Tennessee, " to receive the Canadians as 
adopted brethren ; it will have beneficial 
political effects ; it will preserve the equili- 
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brium of the government. When Louisiana 
shall be fuUj peopled, the Northern States 
will lose their power ; they will be at the 
discretion of others ; they can be depressed 
at pleasure, and then this union might be 
endangered. I therefore feel anxious not 
only to add the Floridas to the South, but 
the Canadas to the North of this empire/' 
This is all very amusing ; but, unhappily, 
it suggests the painful reflection, that should 
the same dishonest cupidity continue, it may, 
at a future period again embroil the two 
nations. That the United States would be 
gjatd to annex the British Provinoes ; that 
the acquisition of these truly valuable, if not 
fully valued Colonies, would be hailed and 
celebrated by them as an event second in 
interest and importance only to their Decla- 
ration of Independence ; — this we believe to 
be undeniable. But the follies and the 
losses, the sacrificed treasure and life of the 
last war have taught them, we trust, the 
salutary lesson that there is more of profit 
to be derived from commerce with Great 
Britain in peace, than of glory or of terri- 
tory to be wrested from her in war ; and 
that to alehouse politicians alone ought to 
be left the madness of proposing the sacri- 
lioe of that lucrative traffic which now em- 
ploys about one-half of all their shipping, 
with the hope of tarnishing the renown, dis- 
gracing the flag, or subduing any of the 
dependencies of that Empire which is still — 
and long may it so continue! — the most 
|K>werful on the fiice of the earth. As to 
the jealousy they may feel in consequence of 
having a foreign power — so formidable as 



Great Britain— K>n their frontier, the counsel 
may be fitly applied to their case which was 
honestly and wisely given to Louis XIY., 
who, had he been guided by that sage 
advice, would have spared himself a dis- 
honourable peace and a dismembered empire: 
" It is useless to allege," urged this honest 
counsellor of an unscrupulous king, ** that 
these towns of Holland were necessary to 
your state : the property of others is never 
necessary to us. That which is truly neces- 
sary to us, is to observe strict justice. You 
ought not even to pretend that you have a 
right to retain in perpetuity certain places, 
because they contribute to the security of 
your frontier. It is your wisdom to seek 
that security by good alliances, by your 
moderation, or by strongholds which yon 
have it in your power to fortify in the rear. 
But, be this as it may, the necessity of 
watching over our own security can never 
give us the right of seizing our neighbour's 
territory." By this advice, republics as well 
as kings may be profited ; and the United 
States in particular, if chargeable at all with 
frontier-conquest ; of which let themselves 
be judges. As to annexing the British North 
American Colonies by force of arms, the 
time has not yet arrived when that would be 
an exploit easy of accomplishment, or likely 
to prove remunerative, if we consider the 
sufferings and the disasters which must pre- 
cede. The alternative of ** peaceful cession'' 
we will leave our posterity to discuss in the 
last days of Britain's decrepitude. 

Which mat Alxiqhtt God lonq toei- 
find! 



CHAPTER IV. 



GOirrxNTS. 



Attempts to induce the belief that the war was 
only unpopular with the minority; f^om June 
18 to Jul;^ 12, 1812.~Declaration of HostiU- 
ties. — Spirit which actuated Canadians, — 
although firom a knowledge of their weakness 
it mi^t lead them to deprecate hostilities, 
yet not adverse to Great Britain. — Remarks 
on the Address of the Assembly of Upper 
Canada, on the Declaration of War. — State of 
feeling in Lower Canada. — First hostile de- 
monstration ; 12th July, 1812. — Movements 
of Colonel St George.— -Conduct of our In- 
dian Allies. — General Brock, with a body of 
Volunteers, leaves York for the scene of 
action, and arrives on the 13th August — 
Offensive and Retaliatory Measures at once 
adopted by General Brock.— Capitulation of 
3* 



General Hull, and fate of Detroit — ^Effects 
produced on Canadians by these unhoped for 
successes. 

Attemptfl to Induce ti>« " "^^r is declared,''— 
beUef thftt tha w«r WM « Great Britain is the 

only unpopular with the , 

minority— From June 18, enemv, — "Our ancicnt 

1812, to July 12, 1812. ^ T . . « , 

and inveterate foe has 
at length been proclaimed, by the constituted 
authorities in the United States," — " In the 
valley of humiliation ; at the foot of the 
throne of her idiot monarch ; at the threshold 
of the palaces of the knaves who administer 
the government in his name, we sought jus- 
tice, and begged for peace ; not because we 
feared war, but from that moderation which 
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distinguishes the people, as well as the 
government of the United States." Such 
was the chord which was ever and anon 
struck by a very large body of the people 
throughout the United States, as if, by 
awakening discord, to drown the last fsdnt 
harmonious notes of moderation breathed by 
the reflecting portion of the community. 
The effort, however, was a vain one — unless 
we record the outbreak at Baltimore as a 
first successful result of the war feeling. 
Very different were the popular sentiments 
in the Southern States, where swarms of 
privateers were preparing to reap the ex- 
pected harvest of prizes among the West 
India islands. Of the town* in this interest, 
Baltimore stood foremost in violence and 
outrage. A newspaper published there, 
entitled 'The Federal Republican/ had 
rendered itself obnoxious, by its opposition 
to the measures of the war-party, and 
menaces had repeatedly been throvm out 
against the conductors. On the night of 
July 27th, a mob assembled before the 
house of the editor, for the purpose of des- 
troying it. In expectation of this attack, 
he had collected a number of friends with 
fire-arms, to defend it from the inside, 
among whom were Generals Lee and Lin- 
gan. A furious affray arose, in which the 
mob were several times repulsed, with loss. 
At length a party of military wore brought 
to the spot, by the Mayor and General 
Strieker, to whom those of the defenders 
who were left in the house, twenty-six in 
number, surrendered themselves, upon 
assurance of their safety, and were con- 
ducted to prison. On the next day, at the 
shameful instigation of a public journal^ 
the mob re-assembled before the jail, with 
the intention of taking their revenge; and 
having broken open the door, after some of 
the prisoners had rushed through and made 
their escape, they fell upon the rest with 
clubs, and beat them till scarcely any signs 
of life remained. General Lingan, a man of 
seventy, and formerly a friend of Washing- 
ton, was killed on the spot. General Lee, a 
distinguibhed partizan in the revolutionary 
war, had his skull fractured; and many 
others were severely injured. The militia 
refused to turn out while thi» massacre was 
perpetrating, and the Mayor is said to have 



absented himself. It must be added, that 
this atrocity was regarded vdth horror and 
indignation in all the other parts of the 
United States. 

At Boston, on the day of the declaration 
of war, all the ships in the port displayed 
flags half mast high, the usual token of 
mourning ; and a town meeting vras held in 
that city, at which a number of resolutions 
were passed, stigmatizing the vrar as unne- 
cessary and ruinous, and leading to a 
connexion with Prance, destructive to 
American liberty and independence. In 
several of the minor eastern cities, and in 
New York, similar, though not quite so 
broadlf manifested, demonstrations occurred. 
At a convention of delegates from the 
several counties of the State of New York, 
held at the capital, in Albany, on the 17th 
and I8th of September, 1812, the spirit of 
the resolutions passed was : — 

First, that the attempt, amongst a free 
people, to stifle enquiry, as to the arbitrary 
and despotic measures adopted by govern- 
ment, in plunging the country into an 
unjust vrar, is essentially hostile to repub- 
lican institutions, and one of the worst 
species of tyranny which the ingenuity of 
the foes of freedom has yet contrived. 

Secondly, that the declaration of war was 
a most rash, unwise, and inexpe^ent 
measure; and, considering the time and 
circumstances of its declaration, the condi- 
tion of the country, and state of the pubKo 
mind, one which ought forever to deprive 
its authors of the esteem and confidence of 
an enlightened people. 

With regard to the proposed descent on 
Canada, the convention decided, also, that 
** the creation of New States, out of terri- 
tories not within the ancient limits of the 
United States, is inconsistent with the spirit 
of the federal compact, and calculated to 
destroy the weight which the old, great, and 
populous States ought to have in the Union." 
A most emphatic protest against prosecuting 
the war, on the grounds officially noted, was 
also entered, with a declaration, that even 
the possibility of an alliance witli France 
should be regarded with abhorrence. All 



HISTORY OF THE WAR OP 1813. 



43 



these attemptB, howerer, of the moderate 
party were unsucoessful, as we have shown, 
sod but resulted in the final declaration of 
hostilities, in June, 1812. 



DMdwathm of HottI* 

HtfM. 



We introduce here 
both the acts declara- 
tory of hostilities on both sides,* although 
one preceded the other nearly four months ; 
but it may be interesting to the reader to 
mark the spirit of the two declarations — 
^he on^ short, ODOompromising, and leav* 
ing no choice whatever to the British Go- 



* An Act dedarinff War between the United 
Kingdom of Oreat Britain and Ireland, 
and the Dqundendea thereef, and the United 
Statu of America, and their Territories, 

Be it enacted, by the Benate and House of 
RepresentatiTes of the United States of Ame- 
rica, in Congress assembled, that war be, and 
Ihe same is hereby deelared to exist, between 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and the Bepeadencies thereof, and the 
iJnited States of America and their Territories ; 
and that the IVesidentof the United States be, 
and is hereby authorised, to use the whole land 
and naral force of the United States, to carry 
the same into effect ; and to issue to private 
amMd yessels of the United States commissions 
ior letters of marque and general reprisal, in 
such form as he shall think proper, and under 
the seal of the United States, against the yes- 
aels, goods, and effects of the goyemment of 
the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and the subjects thereof 

JiLMBS Mapxsov. 



5nne 18, 1812.-^ApproTed. 



JDeelaraium of War againtt Ameriea*—M the 
Court of CarUon-Home, October 18, 1812— 
jfreacnt, Hi» Boyal Jlighaeu the Prince 
Regent in Council. 

Whereas, in consequence of information hay- 
ing been received of a declaration of war by 
the United States government against His Ma- 
jesty, and of the issue of letters of marque and 
reprisal by the said goyemment, against His 
Majesty and his subjects, an Order in Council, 
bearing date the 31 st of July last, was issued, 
directing that American ships and gocxls should 
be broa^t in and detained till further orders ; 
and whereas His Royal Highness the IVince 
Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf 
of His Majesty, forbore at that time to direct 



vemment, appeared as if it had been dic- 
tated by the parties, who for six months 
before had been equipping their fastest ves- 
sels as privateers, and who well knew that 
their best chance of securing easy and rich 
prizes lay in intercepting the last of the 
homeward bound West India men for that 
year ; as, when once the declaration of war 
should be fully made known, no vessels would 
be permitted to run without convoy; and 
thus the chances of the smaller class of 
privateers securing prizes would be mate- 



letters of marque and reprisal to be issued 
against the ships, goods, and citizens of the 
said United States of America, under the ex- 
pectation that the said government would, 
upon the notiticatiou of the Order in Council, 
of the 23rd of June last, forthwith recall and 
annul the said declaration of war against His 
Majesty, and also annul the said letters of 
marque and reprisal. 

And whereas the said govemmemt of the 
United States of America, upon due notifica- 
tion to them of the said Order in Council, of 
the 23rd of June last, did not think fit to recall 
the said declaration of war and letters of 
marque and reprisal, but have proceeded to 
condemn, and persisVcd in condemning the 
ships and property of His M^esty's subjects, 
as prize of war, and have refused to ratify a 
suspension of arms agreed upon between 
Lieutenant-Oeneral Sir George Prevost, His 
Majesty's Governor-General of Canada, and 
General Bearbora, commanding the American 
forces in the northern provinces of the United 
States, and have directed hostilities to be re- 
commenced in that quarter. 

His Royal Highness the Prinoe Regent, act- 
ing in the oame and on the behalf of His Ma- 
jesty, and with the advice of His Majesty's 
Privy Council, is hereby pleased to order, and 
it is hereby ordered, that general reprisals be 
granted against the ships, goods, and citizens 
of the United States of .^erica, and otherM 
inhabidng ?rithin the tenritories thereof (save 
and except any vessels to which His Mi\jesty's 
license has been granted, or which have been 
directed to be released from the embargo, and 
have not terminated the original voyage on 
which they were detained or released,) so that 
as well His Migesty^s fleets and ships, as also 
all other ships and vessels that shall be com- 
missioned by letters of marque or general repri- 
sals, or otherwise by His Majesty's commis- 
sioners for executinpf the office of Lord Hij?h 
Admiral of Great Britain, shall or may law- 
fully seize all ships, vessels, and goods belonjc- 
ing to the government of ilie Unit<^d Stat<% of 
America, or the citizens thereof, or otliern 
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riiJly Icsaencil. East IndiainoD, it wna 
wcli known, were bejonU the mark of any 
oruieera but those of cnnsiderablo forco, and 
Bubsoqueot evenU slmwed that the harresl 
of prizC!* ID this field wns but inuouHider' 
able. The deelarotion of the British Qovorn- 
mcnt ia notoworljij. for the moderation 
which CTGD at that Inat stage it evinced, 
nothing can more clearly mark tho spirit 
whiuh tlion actuatod the British Council, or 
more Hatiafoctorilf domonstrata their un- 
willingness to preuipitnte hostilities. Uaring, 
howeror, fairly disposed of tha (jiiestlon, 
we will now turn to Canada, and take 
up, in order, the events ivhieh then efaook 
its core that, as yet, infant stute. 



Before, however, commencing our aecount 
of the various warlike proceeding* which 
almost immediately commenced, it would 
lie OS well for ua to take a brief review of 
the actual position in nhich Canada stood 
at the breaking out of the war, — to examino 
her means of defence, and to endeavour 
to ascertain, if possible, the cnnaes wbieb 
c«uld have led to the belief, so universally 
held by their neighbours, that Canadiam, 
a body, might be considered as dia- 
affbcted ; and Canada u not imwilUng to 
assist in the oanse of annexation. 



inhabiting wilhin the Territorios thereof, and 
bribB the same to judpnent in any of Iho 
Courts of Admiralty within His Mi^esty' 
dominion»; and lo that end His WajcBty' 
Adrocate-Genersl, with the Advocate of the 
Admiralty, a" forthwith to prepare the 
draught of a comniisaion, and prerent the 
samo to His Royal Highness the Pruice Regeol, 
at this board, auCboriaiDg the CommisaioaeTS 
for executing the alGce of LonI High Admiral, 
or any person or peraana by them empowered 
and appointed, to issue forth and grant let- 
ters of marqne and reprisals to any of His 
idsjesty's Bubjeo(«. or others whom the Mid 
ConuniBsioners shall deem fitly qunlifled in tliat 
behalf for the apprehending, seiiing, and taking 
the ships, vessels, and goods belonging t ' 
United Slates of America, or the cit 
thereof, or others inhabiting within the 
conntriea, territories, or dominieos thereof, 
(except aa aforesaid,) and (hat such povers and 
clauses be inserted in the said commisirion as 
have been uaoal, and are aoeording to former 
precedents ; and His Mi^osly's Advocate- 
General, with the Advocate of the Admiralty, 
are also forthwith to prepare the draft of a 
oommisaion, and present the aame to His Eoyal 
Qighneis the Prince Regent, at this boaird. 
antJiorisiDg the said Commieaioners for execut- 
ing the office of Lord High 4<bniral to will and 
require the High Court of Admiralty of Great 
Britain, and the Lieutenant and Judge of the 
aaid Court, bia Surrogate or Surrogatea, aa 
also the several Ceorl* of Admiralty within 
His Majesty's doutaiona, to take cogniiacce of, 
and judicially proceed upon all and all manner 
of capturea, seiiures, priies, and reprisals of 
all ahips and goods that arc or ahall be taken, 
and to hear and dotermiae the same, and, 
according to the course of Admiralty and the 
laws of nations, to adjudge and condemn all 
such ships, vessels, and goods aa shall belong 
to the govemnent itt &* United Btates of 
America, or the citiiens tbcxeof, or to o ' 



inhabiting within the eonnlnM, territories, and 
dominiotm thereof (except as afareeaid( -, and 
that Bucb powers and clauaea be iitserted in tha 
said commission aa have been oaual, and are 
according to former precedents ; and they ara 
likewise to prepare and 1^ before His Royal 
Highneea the Prince R^jent, at this board, a 
draoght of sacb instruotionB aa may be proper 
to be sent to' the CoorU of Admiral^ in Hit 
Majesty's Foreign Qovemmenta and FUnta- 
tiooa, for their guidauoe herein ; aa also another 
draught of inBtrucIJona Ibr sooh ahipa aa ihaU 
be commisuoned tw Uw porpow above-men- 



HIs Royal Highness the Prince Regent la 
nevertheless pleased hereby to declare, in tha 
name and on the behalf of His Majealy. that 
nothing in this order contained ahall be nndei^ 
stood to recall or affect the declaratioa whioh 
Hia M^es^'s Naval Commander on the Ameri- 
can it^on baa been authorised to make to the 
United States of America— namely, that Hia 
Royal Bi^ineas, animated by a cinoere derira 
to arrest the oalamitiea of war, has authoriaed 
the aaid Commandei (o sign a convention, 
recalling and annulling, &om a day to ba 
named, all hostile orders issued by the respec- 
tive governments, with a view af re«tonn^ 
without delay, the relations of amity and (tom- 
meree between His M^esty and the Voi(a4 
Slates of America. 

From the Court Qf CarltOP-Honse, th« 13t% 
of October, 1812. 

(Signed) CasTi.aKaAeK- 

N. TASirrraBT. 
Cnuu.is LoMa. 
LiviapooL. 
BAtmiasT. 
Mil VILLI. 
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Canadians were not 
dnloyal at that period. 
We may fiurly deduce 
this fact, as far as 
Upper Canada is con- 
cerned, from the tenor of General 
Brock's despatches. Even so far back as 
12th Pebmary, 1812, we find him writing 
to Colonel Baynes, the Adjutant-General, — 
** I have reason to look for the acquiescence 
of tiie two Houses to every measure I may 
think necessary to recommend, for the peace 
and defence of the country. A spirit has 
manifested itself little expected by those 
who conceived themselves the best qua- 
tilled to judge/' Even in speaking of 
those who were considered, if not hostile, 
to be, at leas^ indifferent to British interests, 
ilie Lieutenant-Governor remarks : " I do 
not, of course, think it expedient to damp 
die ardour displayed by those once doubtful 
characters. The most powerful opponents 
to Governor Gore's Administration take the 
lead on the present occasion. Some opposed 
Mr. Gore evidently from personal motives, 
but never Jbrfeiied the right of being num- 
bered among the loyal. Few, very few are 
sictnated by base or unworthy considerations ; 
their character will very soon, however, be 
ptut to a severe test. The measures which I 
intend to propose are — 1. * A Militia Sup- 
plementary Act ;' 2. * The Suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus ;' 3. * An Alien Law ;' 4 
' An Act for the better apprehension of 
deserters.' " 

Uow, although General Brock found him- 
self beaten, in the House of Assembly, on 
both the Militia and Habeas Corpus Acts, 
jet we find, in the reasons he assigns, no 
ground to change our opinion. On the con- 
trary, he distinctly attributes the miscarriage 
of these two measures — ^the first was lost by 
tiie casting-vote of the chairman, and the 
second by an almost equally trifling majo- 
rity — to the strong sentiment that prevailed, 
that war was not likely to occur with the 
United States ; an opinion which was care- 
iblly disseminated by the numerous settlers 
fiom that country, and which tended mate- 
rially to influence the votes of the mem- 
bers, or of such of them at least as, by 
ignorance of the real position of 



affairs, were easily betrayed into error. 
That General Brock, at 'all events, saw no 
reason to induce a change of opinion, is 
pretty evident, if we may judge from the 
tone of his despatch, of IGth May, to Sir 
George Prevost, the Grovemor-Oeneral : — 
" Every one with whom I have had an 
opportunity of conversing, assures me that 
an exceedingly good disposition prevaila 
among the people." The soundness of thia 
opinion was most triumphantly established 
by subsequent events, — not the least im- 
portant of which was, that as soon the Militia 
Bill, but slightly modified, was passed, 
although a clause had been introduced, 
authorizing the raising of flank companies, 
to be trained at least six times in each month, 
and although the inhabitants knew that ihej 
would have to go to a great distance to 
attend parade, would be liable to heavy 
expense, and be subject to no inconsider- 
able privations, the flank companies, in the 
districts in which they were established, 
were instantly completed with volunteers; 
and, indeed, an almost unanimous disposi- 
tion to serve was evinced. Now, this feel- 
ing was manifested at a time when the pros- 
pects of the Colony were most gloomy, and 
when the almost defenceless condition of the 
Province was but too apparent, — at a time 
when the Governor, on whose judgment so 
much depended, was forced to acknowledge, 
that although every man capable of carry- 
ing a musket, along the whole of the line, 
should be prepared to act, he *' had not a 
musket more than would suffice to arm part 
of the militia from Kingston westward.'^ 

The advices from England at this junc- 
ture were also equally dispiriting, so mueh 
so, that, about this time. Col. Baynes is 
found expressing himself, ** Sir Geo. Prevost 
has directed me to inform you, that unless 
reinforcements arrive from England, (of 
which his Excellency is not sanguine, as tiie 
prevailing apprehension in England seems 
to be, that hostilities would not ensue on 
this continent ; and as, moreover, the pledge 
held out in the Prince Regent's speech, of 
supporting with energy the contest in Por- 
tugal and Spain, renders it little likely that 
troops will be sent to this quarter,) although 
he may be very desiroos to render you any 
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assistance to strengthen the Upper Province, 
his means of doing so will be bat very 
limited. When we remember, besides all 
these dispiriting influences, that a numerous 
body of settlers from the United States were 
everywhere disseminating their evil coun- 
4sels, and that well-founded fears were enter- 
tained that the American intrigues among 
the different Indian tribes, which had been 
openly carried on, and in the conducting of 
which no ezpence had been spared, had not 
failed of success, but that divisions had 
been sown among our Indian allies, 
and the minds of many altogether estranged, 
have we not ample grounds on which to 
base our assertions that the Canadas were 
sound to the core, and that all the rash 
and flatulent speeches made in the American 
houses of Legislature were but occasioned 
by the knowledge of their own weakness 
and divided state? Is it possible for any 
fiane person to credit that the Americans 
were so totally led away by overweening 
vanity as to suppose that, when Great Britain 
should arise in her might, it would be possi- 
ble for them to hope for success in a war of 
aggression? Is it not much more likely that 
French gold it was which originated the idle 
speculations respecting the Canadas, and not 
any evidences of discontent or disaffection in 
those Provinces? The following extracts, 
however, from an address of the assembly of 
Upper Canada, to their constituents, put the 
matters beyond the possibility of doubt and 
prove to demonstration the loyalty of the 
Province^ 

R«n«k,ontheAd. ^* happened, most 
dr«M of the AfiNembiy Opportunely, that the 

ofUpper Canada, on the «r i> a vi i. j 

i)eoi!initionof War. House of Assembly had 

80 nearly completed the 
business before them, that they were at 
liberty to take all the steps necessary at this 
crisis, without neglecting any other important 
measures. 

'*The declaration of war issued against 
Great Britain by the United States, when 
first announced, appeared to be an act of such 
astonishing folly and desperation, as to bo 
altogether incredible, and not only excited 
the greatest surprise among the inhabitants 
of this Province, but among the great ma- 
jority of our enemies themselves. So many 



cogent reasons from interest, affection, and 
virtue, pleaded for an opposite policy, that 
the most intelligent became the most credu- 
lous. That a government professing to be 
the friend of man and the great supporter of 
his liberty and independence, should light 
up the torch of war against the only nation 
that stands between itself and destruction, 
exhibited a degree of infatuation or madness 
altogether incomprehensible — " it cannot 
be," said the wiser part of our inhabitants 
— "the United States will never declare war 
against a nation which has uniformly treated 
them with kindness and respect, whose fleets 
protect their commerce, and whose armies 
support their freedom and independence.^' 
But the men at present ruling the states, 
infatuated, or, as their more enlightened 
countrymen say, "bribed by the tyrant of 
France," regardless of the best interests of 
their country and the feelings and affections 
of a great majority of their own people, have 
commenced hostilities against our mother 
country while treating their vessels with 
hospitality, and instead of threatening their 
liberties, offering the most equitable terms 
of accommodation," 

Here follows a long and spirited appeal to 
the descendants of the U.£. loyalists, who had 
been driven from the land of their adoption ; 
and there is very little doubt but that the 
spirit which was roused amongst Canadians 
was attributable, in a great measure, to the 
unshaken fidelity of these settlers. 

"Already have we the joy to remark, that 
the spirit of loyalty has burst forth in all its 
ancient splendor. The militia in all parts 
of the Province have volunteered their ser- 
vices with acclamation, and displayed a de- 
gree of energy worthy of the British name. 
They do not forget the blessings and privi- 
leges which they eryoy under the protection 
and fostering care of the British Empire, 
whoso government is only felt in this country 
by acts of the purest justice, and most pleas- 
ing and efficacious benevolence. When men 
are called upon to defend every thing they 
call precious, their wives and children, their 
friends and possessions, they ought to be 
inspired with the noblest resolutions, and 
they will not be easily frightened by menaces. 
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oroonquered by force. And beholding as 
W6 do, the flame of patriotism burning from 
one end of the Canadas to the other, wo 
cannot but entertain the most pleasing an- 
ticipations. Our enemies have indeed said, 
that they can subdue this country by a pro- 
damation; but it is our parts to prove to 
Ihera that they are sadly mistaken; that the 
population is determinately hostile, and that 
the few who might be otherwise inclined. 
Hill find it their safety to be faithful." 

That this part of the address produced 
the most beneficial results, was pretty 
clearly proved by the timid and vacillating 
measures adopted by General IIull; the 
more so, as every day afforded fresh proof 
to that General, after he was fairly on 
British ground, that he had been grossly 
deceived by the representations which had 
induced him to believe that Canada was ripe 
for a revolt. 

" Innumerable attempts will be made by 
falsehood, to detach you from your allegiance ; 
for our enemies, in imitation of their Eu- 
ropean master, trust more to treachery than 
to force; and they will, no doubt, make use 
of many of those lies, which unfortunately 
for the virtuous part of these states, and the 
peace and happiness of the world, had too 
much success during the American rebellion: 
they will tell you that they are come to give 
freedom — ^yes, the base slaves of the most 
'contemptible faction that ever distracted the 
alRurs of any nation — ^the minions of the very 
sycophants who lick the dust from the feet 
of Buonaparte, will tell you, that they are 
come to communicate the blessing of liberty 
to this Province; but you have only to look 
at your situation to put such hypocrites to 
ecmfusion.'' 

"Trusting more to treachery than open 
hostility, our enemies have already spread 
their emissaries through the country to se- 
duce our fellow subjects from their allegiance, 
by promises as false as the principles on 
which they are founded. A law has there- 
fore been enacted for the speedy detection of 
such emissaries, and for their condign pun- 
ishment on conviction — a law which it will 
not be easy to escape." 

The moderation of the different act* which 
were then passed, for the preservation and 
defence of the Province, in an additional 



proof that internal treachery was not one of 
the causes which were feared. The exigency 
of the time would have warranted the adop- 
tion of much more stringent measures ; and 
had there been any real grounds to fear the 
settlers from the United States, whose inclina- 
tions, though in the main good, would be 
naturally with the interests of their native 
country, could have caused any danger, 
doubtless effective measures would have been 
adopted. The Legislature, however, knew 
their men, and trusted to Canadian loyalty. 
We shall shortly see the proofs that their 
confidence was not misplaced. 

"Remember, when you go forth to the 
combat, that you fight not for yourselves 
alone, but for the whole world. You are 
defeating the most formidable conspiracy 
against the civilization of man that ever was 
contrived ; a conspiracy threatening greater 
barbarism and misery tlian followed the 
downfall of the Roman Empire — ^that now 
you have an opportunity of proving your at- 
tachment to the parent state which contends 
for the relief of oppressed nations, the last 
pillar of true liberty, and the last refuge of 
oppressed humanity. 

"Persevere as you have begun, in your 
strict obedience to the laws and your atten- 
tion to military discipline; deem no sacrifice 
too costly which secures the enjoyment of 
our happy constitution; follow, with your 
countrymen in Britain, the paths of virtue, 
and, like them, you shall triumph over all 
your unprincipled foes." 

Bute of fbeiing in Having, we think, satis- 

Lower Oanada. factonly, though briefly. 

disposed of any question thai may have 
arisen with respect to the loyalty of Upper 
Canadians, we will take a glance at the 
state of parties in Lower Canada, and 
examine into the reasons why the stain of 
disaffection should be supposed to rest any 
more on them, than on their brethren in the 
Upper Province. 

If there were grounds for apprehending 
that a feeling of disloyalty existed at all in 
Canada, reason would have at once sug- 
gested that in Lower Canada was the evil to 
be sought. Yet, on examination into this 
part of our subject, we find, that although 
Sir George Prcvost had at this time a very 
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delicate card to play with hie House of 
Assembly, he succeeded in obtaining from 
ihem a Militia Act, which, though not 
affording all that was required, was still a 
material point gained. 2,000 men were to 
be balloted, to senre for three months, in 
two successive summers. One reason why 
more was not gained was, that an appre- 
hension existed that Canadians might con- 
tract military habits, and enlist into the 
nerrice. This feeling, however, did not pre- 
vent the establishment of the Glengarry 
Idg^t Infantry,* who numbered, by the Ist 
May, 1812, four hundred rank and file ; and 
iirofind, farther, that on Sir Oeorge Pre- 
Tost's issuing orders to recruit for a still 
Idgher establishment, the officers engaged to 
double the number, and did it. This does 
net look like disaffection ; and, whether we 
go still further east, or south, we trace the 
paBM spirit We find two officers dividing 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and enlistr 
ing Acadians, while Lieutenant McDonell 
is reported as making great progress among 
the Highland settlers on the coast and gulf. 
When we take all these circumstances, then, 
into consideration, we confess that we are 
Ht a lo§s to find any sounder reasons for im- 
puting disaffection to Lower Canadians, than 
we have found to exist among their brethren 
cf the Upper Province ; and although they 
were oot called on, in the course of the events 
whioh followed, to make such sacrifices, or 
giv9 such unequivocal proofii of their loyalty, 
as Upper Canadians ; yet^ we venture to as- 
sert, that the animus was there which would 
have proved that in both Provinces alike the 
aame pure spirit of patriotism burned. 

We canno^ well see what reasons the rulers 
of the United States could have adduced for 
arriving at a different conclusion. So far 
back as that momentous period, when their 
fellow colonists threw off their allegiance to 
the mother country, the French Canadians, 
though pressingly invited to assist, refused. 
They were, even then, aware of the blessings 
which they enjoyed under British Govern- 
ment, and willingly submitted to the Stamp 
Act, which caused so groat a revolt amongst 

* Although the levies raised for the corps be- 
longed generally to the Lower Province, yet 
strict geographical justice would assign these 
troops^to the Upper Province. 



their neighbours. On the 31st December, 
1775, at the siege of Quebec, we find that 
almost to Lower Canadians alone was the 
successful resistance agiunst the combined 
attack of Qenerals Arnold and Montgomery, 
attributable. "The party who defended the 
principal battery, consisted of Canadian 
Militia, with nine Britbh seamen to work 
the guns.'' On no one occasion, in point of 
fact, can we detect the slightest trace of ft 
hostile feeling towards the British Govern- 
ment amongst Lower Canadians : in the 
present instance what is the result of oar 
examination? we find that ''four battalion^ 
of militia were instantly raised, and the 
voltigeurs were organised and equipped in 
the short space of six weeks by the liberally 
of the yoimg Canadians : we find the Leg^ 
lature issuing government papers, bearing 
interest and payable in bills of Exchange in 
England, to prevent specie from going to the 
United States ; and again, are our old friends, 
the inhabitants of Quebec, found at their 
post, guarding the citadel, proud of the duty, 
and of the consequence reposed on them. 
We think we need say no more on the head 
of the loyalty of Lower Canada. 

itatH..tn.D»<». ^ ^^ 12th Jaly, 
fltrMioa; 12th July, 1812, the American Q»- 

neral HuU, with a foroa 
of twenty-five hundred men crossed over to 
Sandwich from Detroit and planted the Ame- 
rican standard on Canadian soil, where h^ 
issued a proclamation,* inviting the inhft* 

bitants to join his standard. 

- 

* PBOOLAMATIOV. 

Head Quarters, Sandwich, 

12th July, 1812. 
Inhabitants of Canada — 

After thirty years of peace and prosperity; 
the United States have been driven to aima. 
The injuries and aggressions, the insults and in- 
dignities of Great Britain, have once more left 
them no alternative but manly resistance, or 
unconditional submission. The army under 
my command has invaded your oountiy. The 
standard of the Union now waves over the ter- 
ritory of Canada. To the peaceable, unoffend- 
ing inhabitants it brings neither danger nor 
difficulty. I come to find enemies, not to make 
them. I come to protect, not to ii\)ure you. 

Separated by an immense ocean and an ex- 
tensive wilderness fh)m Great Britain, you have 
no participation in her councils, no interest in 
her conduct. You have felt her tyranny ; you 
have seen her ii^usUce ; but I do not ask you 
to avenge the one, or to redress the other. 
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Aim toil to General tluH'ii Tt^raiing gmi- 
wwde, Geiiaral Uruck'a prookmation, wliicli 



Tbo Unileil Sutci aru lalbcistiJj' powefTut to 
■Siril every Mi-urilf cuiioiiiwiit wilh their ri|{lits 
■nJ jiiur expuvtjlluiis. I Itmiler vnu Uie iiivntii- 
»Mfl blewiiig of citII, political, itiirl rullgiuuii il- 
hmrtj, util Ultfir iiKceiMirj mmilt, inilitiiliul miil 
g/aainil pnapoiit/- TiMt libeny which gtve dn- 
vUoii lo uur cuu.(cil« auJ etierj^r to our cuiiduct, 
III ■■tru;;giu fur iiiJepxinlunee, and which cuii- 
doeiBil lu Mfe wt'l iriutnpli.intly thrauKli tiiu 
SMr-iii' perio 1 of Uia revoLuliuii. That libtTtf 

Ifae lutionii uf Uic wuriil, mil vhlcli nlTurJuil iid 
K piMUr iiiemiura of pHBOi: mid w-curilT, at 
■mmlth will ImprofeineDl, tliui ever fell to the 
Im of »nj ciHinlr?. 

In the nuiiie ul m* 00011117, "'*' ^7 ^^^ Kxlho- 
iky nt goKBniiiicnt, t praiiiine yaa p'ratedion lo 
7l>ar perMHii, property md righU ; reinnlii at 
jDur boijiua, poraou y>iur ptneefiil aad cu'toinary 
•VAcaliiniK, miim nut your hand agaiiint your iire- 
Mirei). Many irt ynor f-tlhera (ought fur the free- 
At II and )iiile|>end<i<K!H we iiuw cujuy. Beiiij; 
children. tl)eri-fi>r«, of the unie family nilh lis, 
anil he)r< 10 l!ie lumu liencnice, llie arriral at an 
winy ut frieodi* luiul Ixt hailed by you wilb ■ 
oordial wutcumo. Yuii will lie uinancipiitcd Inini 
trraniiy and iippruiwiuii, and retloretl ui Ihe d[g- 
ilHedautiunur fnniMn. Had 1 any doiilit ol 
i«ventual «ucce«, I niiylit auk your aiwiiitanci-. 
but 1 du mil, I siHne prvpnred fur evorjr cuntiii- 
(Wicy --I luve « fiirci! wliioh will look down all 
«pp*€l>an. And tiMt forci: li hut the vaiigutin) 
if a much ({femw, II, coiiiniry to your own 
{nuir»4iuid the JuM uapeetiuion uf iiiy onimtry. 
joa aliuiiid lakf p*rt in (lio rtppniaoliliig coiitesl, 
JIM will he eiiiiiiidurud aiid Inialed «« eiiuiiiie'. 
■nd the hornnw awl ealaiiiltieii of WBT will vtiilli 
bafore you. If ihu tiarlMiroiu luid aavige pii[ic\ 
at (Ircnt Britain IwiiuraueJ, and the tuvKgcK In- 
let kHHi; U> luuriler Onr clUseii^ mid bulchiT our 
wmtii;ii and diildreii. this war will be a wur ul 
Bxterniiiatiiin. The flrM mi-okc of the hHimlmwk, 
the flrat atieiilpt with tiio acatpiiig knife, will Ih' 
(he *iipiiii for one iiidi«riiuinal« »ceii« ot dewiU- 
lion. Nu wbit« luaii fuuJid SKlitinK bv the «idi> 
of an Indian will bu lakuu prisoner; itiMant den- 
Iroctloi will bu hi* liiL 1* the diclaUM of ren- 
■on, doty, justice, and IiuinaiiitT, cannot preroiii 
the cinplavaient of 1 lorcij wfilch mptctii no 
rif^hu. Mid knows no wroHK, It will be preientpd 
by n Mvent and ruleritlene syrteiii of relaliail' >n. 
I doubt not your oounisii aiiil flruineM — I wll^ 
not il'iubt ynur atlaehulent to libarty. Tho Vnit- 
«dStMC><]f>!r you peace, libvKy, and iiecurllv— 
jrour chaice lie* bBlwoi^n ihi'ie and wur, slaiery, 
wtd daMmction. CiiiMn, than, but chooM wiae- 
^ ; and way Bo who kniiwn the junlice of unr 
'toUi'iahii hands the Tale of iiB- 
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will be found at length in uur i>ot«K, luaf 
appropriately be placed, lltuoneaareinarkiibl* 
r-ir llmiiiew and dignity of tone, »< thcoth^r 
tvan noluworthy for prctiuiilption and binubnst. 
The artf.il and threatening langui)^, in « liicb 
Gen, iliiirH proclam.iilun wajt i-oui-bed, faile^ 
however, in proiludng the nntkipalvd clf<.t;t, 
nnd iieeinvd but to nurve, Hlill murt: keenly for 
lira conluHt, tlie gnlhtnt few oil wlivm t)iu ewi^ 
ccwfuldefL'ncttof ihepruiini-cdepciidi^ — even 
then, in fact, hmt the fureiiiglit and energy of 
ihe lirrtish General prepared the Hrxt uf tliOM* 
diMi>l(TH wliich w«re wi ah<-rlly 10 oTerH-liclm 
tli« unfortunute Hull.* liiai'ly in the ep. i>ig, 



•The unpruvflkeit ileclanttiou of war Iir tlie t'lii* 
tuil ^uteaof AuiericiiHgniiii<t tlm L'nilol Kiiigtluui 
uf UkuI IMtaiii and Irelanil, and iw dupuiidun- 
citf', luu lieeTi followed by the actual invKlun of 

dii>uict, liy a dutaehiueiit ul the armed lorce of 
the I'll I ted Suteo. 

Tile uirtcur cuiiiniandiiig that delachnient ha* 
thouglx proper lo invite hw Uiyeiiy'i' KUhjifclii, 
oot merely (u a quint and 01 iref luting aulniiiiwiini, 
liiit inanllH tlieiu with a call t» seek voluntarily 
Ihe protection ot hi* govunnneiiL 

Without cundeaceiiding lo noiice the epliheti 
iwauiwed, in tliiaaf^tenl of the Amirriranciiuiniau- 
del u> the people ul Uppoi Caiiaila, on llieHdiiitn- 
i-nntion of hln Hnjcaty, every iuhabitaiit of lli« 
Trixf KCe U dvaired iv aeek the confutatiiiK of aucU 
iiidei.'Eiitiiliutderlii (he review ol h>a own partlru- 

ji>i^i who can truly afflnii 10 hiiiiaelf that he lina 
\Kii\\ iiijured by the go*emiDeut, in tiia pcnuin, 
liiri firuperly, or liia liberty T Where it- to bo 
liiuiid, III any part ufllic world, a growlh 10 rapid 
iri jinMperity and wealth, na tliia colony eihibilHf 
&!ltleil, not Ihirtv yearis by a liand of Teteraiii^ 
i-iilud hum thdrfiirmerpoaiwwionHun account of 
ihuirluyalty, not ■ denaendintof ihrae Inave peo- 
l^e i> tu be lottnil, who, under ihe fiiMeri.ig libe< 
ralllr of their aoTurelgn, hai not acquired ■ pro- 
were poa4ei4eil by their aiiceiloni. 

Tiiiaunequalle'lpmsperitywuuldnDt have been 
.ittaiacd by the utmuit liberality (tf the goveni- 
ment, or i^ie perseverluif iiidadrr uf the people^ 
luul uut the iiiaritime power of the nioth--r coun- 
try tweured to iia colontsta a »iit acoeM to everf 
iniiriiM, where ths produce of their labour wa-iiai 



you ia •mhauge r To beninie a tarritury ot iha> 
UiiitfldBlatea, and ihara with them mat exeliK4o» 
from the ooiaii wUioh the potic ofdMWBpnm- 
iiienlanfoiew : you ate net even fiattwM with •■ 
pariirfpatien of ihe4r boaiied independtmw : aoA 
it in batluoobrioiH tliat,otMe«BlrancBdlW>mlb« 
jiowwfiil protMillon.af the UniMd Xiagdon, yo«- 
inuii be ro-anneied lo tbe dotnlniaa af FiBDoab 
ftumwfalahlba.pMTlMMoFClBMdavmwTwM 
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oro twnts had axsumcd a deti'kdiy hi 
tile aspect, Ocneral Urock had provided for 
theprotecUonofFortSL Joseph, KBmall poet 
to the north-Etujt of the AmLTican idiiiid of 
UiL'hilimadnac, and one of liis flret acts, on 
hearing or tlio declaration ot war, wns to send 
m Dolifiistion o( it to Captain Roberts, tben in 
command at St Joseph's, with InBtruclions to 
nalte. if practicable, an immediate attack upon 
Hiclilliniacinikc. This ordvr was sckd upon 
by Captain Roberts with singular promptitude 
and deci^on, and on the !<ith July ho em- 
barked with forty-five men of the lOlh Royal 
Veteran Battalion, tiro hundred Militia under 
the ciHumnnd of Mr. L.'niwford, and two 
dred and fifty IndianFi, composed principally 
of Sioux, Ottanaji, and Chippewoa. This 
force on the morning of tiic 17th effected 
landing, and, without opposition, lb is vital post, 
with a garrison of some siity regulars, 



by the artni of OrcnL Briljun, at a vant eipe\ 
blood and trnuiuru, from no oUier motive lli 
nliflTe her ungralelul ehililrcii from llie oppre^ 
■ion o( n cruel neighbour. TUii realituiion of Ca- 
nada [o the empire of France, ««i the stipulated 
reward fbr the aid tflbnled to the revolted cirio- 
ides, now the United Btulea ; llie d«bt in still due, 
■nd lliere con be no duubt but the pledge has 



■dviiiitagcx, or rather for an cipecled relanation 
In the tyrnnoy of >'rance over the conniiercial 
world. Are you prepared, Inhabitanla of Canada, 
to become willing HatgecCa, or rather sinvea. to llie 
deapol who nilea the nations of coutioentol Eu- 
rope with a rod ot iron f II not, arise in a body, 
•xerl ymr cnergiea, co-operate cordially with the 
king's regular furceii to repel the icivader, and do 
not give eaOMi to your c)iil<lren, when groaaing 
■nder the opprenaiiiii of a foreign niocler, lo re- 
pr0iii:li you with having so easily parted with the 
ridiesc Inheritance of this eiirtb--a participation 
tn the name, eharacier, and freedom of Briional 
The name spirit of justice, which will mnkc 
■very reasonable allonauce for tlie unsucceb/iil 
elTurta o< xeul and loyalty, will not fail to punish 
tho defiilcition of principle. Etery C^utadian free- 
holder Is, by deliberate choice, bound by the nio«l 
•olimD oaths lo defend Ibe monarehy, oa well a< 
Us own property ; to Hhrink from that enga^- 
monl is a irensi n not to be forgiven. Let no man 
•appose that if, in thi* uneipected stnigigle, his 
■qrsly's arms should be compelled to yield to an 
overwiieliring force, ihe provioco will be eventu- 
•lly abandoned; the endeared rulncions of the first 
•etlleR>, the InlrinBic value ofiCs commerce, and 
the pretensona ofits powerful rl val to rcposseM 
the CsiuiilaB, are pledges that no peace will be 
•sHbliihed between the Unii:ed Statesand Gml 
Britain and Ireland, of which the rr«(aratJon of 
Ihesn provinces does not make the most pronii- 
nent condition. 
. i;« sot diiuufod at lb« tugustiSable threat o( 



surrendered.— I.iou tenant Hancks, the officer 
in command of the Americans, hhn officiallj' 
Rtatcd that the eummonti to mirrender the fort 
was the first Infonnatinn he bad of the dccla- 
ralion of war. TIiim, hoiveviT, Rppeara but 
little probable, when we rememher that the 
Americans had been makii<g prcparationi>* for 
a dcci^ve attnck in this very quarter Cir nearly 
nix months, and (hat General IluU'd amy 
alone, tbo fruit of this preparation, exceeded 
the whole available force !n Upper Ciiiinda, 



the commander of iho enemy's forces to refuse 
quarter, ahoold an Indian appcur in the lonka. 
The brave Imnds of Abnriginep wliich iidiabit ihii 
colony were, like Ilia Hsjcaty's other siibjucv. pun- 
ubed for their aeai and Qdelity, by the loss of 
their poMesoiona iu the lalo eok)iiies, and reward- 
ed by Ills Uujesiy with lands of superior value in 
this Province. The fuilboflhe British Gov em- 
men I liaa never yet bean violated — ihe Indian* 
feel that Ihe soil they inherit is lo them and their 
postcri I y protected from tlie liase arts >o frequently 
devised lo over-roach ihwr simpliritj. By what 
new principle are they lo be prohibited Irum de- 
fendini; their properly! If their warfare, from 
lieiiig different to tliai of Ihe white people, tw 
iRore terrific lo the enemy, let him retrace hit 
steps — Ihey seek him not — and eannot eipect Ur 
find women and cliildren in on invading arm)'. — 
Bui Ihey are men, and have e<|ual rigblv wiih all 
otiier men lo defend tliemselrca ai'd iheirjiro- 
perly a boo Tnvadod,m ore especially when ihey bnd 
in the enemy's camp a ferocious and murtal foe, 
uiinji tho same warlare aliiefa the Auiericaucom- 
munder affects lo reprtjbalc. 

This inconsistent and unjustifiable threni ofre- 
riifing quarter, for such a cause ns being ftiuod in 
arms wlih a brother sulTercr. in defence of inva- 
ded rights, must he exercised witlrthe cerisin aaau' 
ranee of retaliation, not only in (he limlteit opera- 
tions of war In this part of the Klng'a donihiiona, 
but In every quarter of the glolie; tor J lie na> 
tional character ol Britain binol less dhnlngaiKhed 
for humanity than strict retributive juallcc, which 
will consider the Exceution of this iidiuniBn tbreat 
OS deliberate murder, for which every aulject of 
the offending power must makeeipiitinn. 

Isjtr Broce, 
Usjor-Gen. aud Frealdetit. 
Head Quarters, 

Forl-ficorce, July 5!, 1813. 

By order of liU honor the Pre«idcrl. 

J. B. Gleoo, Capu & A.D 0. 

• WeIeamfi«mO«narat Armstrong, (ttecretary 
at War at thit period,) that preparations liad 
licen made along the whole Canadian frontier, in 
the fall of 181 1, and that wariike stores had been 
arnt to Burilngion, on Lake Chimplain. Front 
the same aulbority wc also lenm, that General 
Hull began liis march from Dravton, a frontier 
town in the State ofOhto, on the lar n.iv or Jdnb, 
1812. twelve da.va before Ihe dcel»ni1iun of war, 
to ciwpeniie nith suoh other corps as might be 
d<btiiicd to Ihe invasion of Ciinada.— £d. A. A. U. 
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Be thtSyhoweTer, u it may — with IfichiHinaci- 1 
nac fell at once General Unirs hopes of an easy 
and bloodless conquest of Canada, — spirit and 
confidence were thereby infused into the Indian 
tribes, and the poor old Gem ral— already 
fiiniiliarized with Indian warfare, finding them 
less inclined for neutrality, and the Canadian 
Militia less favorable than ho anticipated — 
even at this lime began to discover the fallacy 
of the expectations he had so prematurely 
formed. Michilimacinac, (or llackinaw, as it 
is now more commonly called,) U an island in 
the Straits between the Lakes Michigan and 
Huron, about four miles from land at the 
nearest point — its name is derived from a fan- 
cieil resemblance to a turtle's back. The fort, 
on the south-east side, was situated on a rock, 
almost perpendicular in some places, extending 
nearly half round the island, and rising some 
two hundred feet from the water. It over- 
looked, and, of course, commanded the har- 
bor, a beautiful basin ofabout a mile in extent, 
sheltered from Lake Huron by two islands 
stretching across its mouth, and leaving only 
a narrow ship channel by which to enter the 
harbor. This posititm was a most valuable 
one, as it commanded the passage by which, if 
necessary, Hull might expect his supplies or 
reinforcements. In the fort were a quantity of 
military stores and seven hundred packs of fur, 
the first fruits of the war. 

While these scenes, so important in their ef- 
fects, were being transacted in his rear. Gen. 
Hull commenced an advance on Fort Maldcn,or 
Amherntburg. At this time the British force 
on the frontier was nearly nominal, and could 
scarcely have b^n expected to offer much 
resistance, the garrison at Amherstburg, con- 
sisting of but about two hundred men of the 
Ist Battalion of the 41st Regiment, commanded 
by Captain Huir, a very weak detachment of 
the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, and a 
subaltern's (Lieutenant Troaghton's) command 
of Artillery — such was the material on which 
Canadians had to trust (or a defence of one of 
the most important points along tjieir frontier. 
This point was, indeed, of the most vital im- 
portance to the British, as it formed the key 
to their relations with the Indians of the West, 
and was, naturally, an object of very great 
interest to the enemy. General Hull had ex- 
perienced no difficulty in ascertaining tht 
weakness of its defuncci^, and jiiJgiug from the 



almost utter impossibility of its obtaining sup- 
plies, he looked forward to the fitto of Amherat* 
burg as an event which did not admit of a 
doubt — with this view, therefore, he laid hii 
plans, and against this point was the thunder 
of the American artillery to be first directed. 
The fort at Amherstburg could not have 8U»> 
tained a scigc of long duration, four bastioos 
flanking a dry ditch, with a single interior 
defence of picketing, perforated with loop-holes 
for musketry, offering but little obstacle to an 
enterprising enemy ; a few shells, indeed, would 
have sufficed to destroy all the defences, as, 
with the exception of the magazine, all the 
buildings were of wood, and covered with pins 
shingles unfit for resisting any mihsile. Ths 
disadvantage of remaining in this position. 
Col St George, the commanding officer, well 
knew— orders were therefore given to the gar- 
rison to be ready at a n\oment*s notice, as CoL 
St. George preferred giving batlle, even with 
his inferior force, to remaining cooped up with- 
out the means of offering any resistence what^ 
ever. 

The want of decision and energy* on the part 
of General Hull became at this time very ap* 
parent to bis more t-ntcrprising opponents^ 
indeed, the American General seemed to have 
forgotten altogether the' intended objects of his 
invasion and to have confined hi^ efforts to 
levying provisions and forage from the inhabi- 
tants towards whom the troops behaved with 
great severity, as if to avenge their disappointed 
hopes at meeting enemies whore they expected 
to find friends. 

This state of inaction was only interrupted 
by some desultory attempts to cross the river 
Canard, but the daily skirmishes which ensued 
led to no action of a decisive character. Here, 

* The following oitract, from Genenil Ann- 

9trong*8 work, will show how eager the Americans 

were to find any excuse, at whatever sacrifice of 

previously well established rcpuUtion and charac* 

tor, for want of success : — ** The GciienilV conduct 

on this occasion could not escape animadyemion. 

His more severe critic?,— combining hist unifonn 

indifference to the st^te of his comniunlcationai 

■ ho presure necesftiry to induce him to take any 

•neans for re-opening them, and the perverse prs- 

ference given to thof^e of the moat inefficient^ 

•thapeless character, — did not scniple to impute CD 

lim a secret and syBtcmatic cu6perati«m with the 

•nemy ; while others, less prone to suspicion, and 

if mttre dtaritable temperament, ascribe it to an 

lonorable but false estimate of the value of the 



objects to lie attained, and (if i hi* decree ofitjn/^er 
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however, wasslied the first blood,* and the gal- 
lant behavipur of the troops is apparent from 
the fillowing extract from a general order 
^ted August 6th: — **Thc Commandant of 
the Forces takes great pleasure hi announcing 
ip the troops, that the enemy under Brigadier- 
.General Hull have been repelled in three at- 
tasks made on the 18th, inh and 20th of last 
month, upon part of the garrison of Amherst- 
burg, on the river Canard,** particular mention 
is here made of the heroism and devotion dis- 
|>Uyed by two privates (Hancock and Dean, 
the former kired, the latter taken prisoner,) of 
the 41st, and the general order goes on *' In- 
stances of such firmness and intrepidity deserve 
lo be thus publicly recorded, and his Excel- 
lency thinks that it will not fail to animate the 
troops under his command with an ardent 
jd«sire to follow so noble an example, whenever 
tn opportunity shall hereafter be offered to 
Ihem.'' 

An^ongst the records of gallant deeds wc 
jDUst not omit to mention the bravery of twen- 
ty-two warriors of the Minoumim tribe of In- 

to be incurred in attaining them, and, lastly, to a 
pentiumion that the safety of his own position 
required cautiuus measure!}.^ 

* The first blood waa shed here, bat the first 
liOBtile act was the capture of a merchant vessel 
'in Ltike Ontario, by the brig Oneida, comfnaoded 
.ky Oapt. Woolaey. This vessel was a fiist nailer, 
and, while beating up the Lake fi-om Prescott, in 
company with serveral others, was considerably 
a-head. The Oneida made for her first, intending 
lo take thoHe to leeward afterwards, bat night 
coming on, they fortanatety escaped. The otjept 
of the American Government in thus attacking, 
''in time of peaee^ the vessel of a fiiendly nstlon, 
was to secnre as many of the vesaela on the Lake 
as they couM, to assist any fiiture contemplated 
attacks aiialnst Canada. One of the owners pro-. 
Mtfiled tmmediately to Sackett^s Barbor, and 
redaiuied his property — war not having been 
dedared at the time, nor was it till a fortnight 
aiterwards that it was declared — ^his remonstrance 
i^id duims were, however, dlAregarded, and the 
vessel was immediately armed and manned. This 
same vessel was, the neit year, upset tn a sqnall 
on T^^ke Ontario, dnring a night actik>n with the 
"S^itisb fl^et under Sir James Teo, and went to the, 
bottom, very few of her crew escaphig.— Strange 
to say, the owners of the vessel have never been, 
Indemnified for their loM, by either their own or 
the American Government, al^hoarii repeated, 
'i^pplieations have been urg^ on boOi, and even, 
a. joint address to the Crown, voted by both! 
tiranchea of the Legititature of Upper Canada, — 
f^t|ioagh more recently we have seen a British, 
llaet sent to Athens, to compel' pfufmcinl, of a few. 
hundred potmds to Don PadfioQ.— b. A. A«1fj 



dians, who repelled the attack of a body of 
Americans ten times their number, who, under 
the command of Migor Denny had advanced 
with a view of crosf^ing the river Canard, hero 
not more than a few yards wide — a timber 
bridge crossed the river at thij^ point, hut Col. 
St George seeing the importance of the posi- 
tion, and anxious to retard the advance of tho 
enemy had caused it to be destroyed, and had 
placed, in ambush among the grass and weeds 
which lined the banks, a picked lK>dy of marks- 
men for the purpose of preventing its recon* 
struction. 

The Queen Charlotte, a vessel of some sim 
and force, was also mounted with twenty gnna 
and anchored across the mouth of the river to 
keep the enemy more effectually in check. 

While Col. St. George was thus engaged in 
MovementoofCtil.Si. keeping the enemy in 
^•*"^- check. Gen. Brock was 

anxiously expecting the time when, having 
disposed of the business for which the Legis- 
lature were about to assemble, he might be at 
liberty to repair in person to the scene of ac- 
tion — in the meantime he despatched CoU 
Proctor of the 41st Regiment, with such ? En- 
forcements as he could spare, to assume the 
command at Amherstburg. Immediately on 
his arrival ho learned the (ate of a detachment 
of the enemy, two hundred strong, imder the 
command of Major Van Ilorne, which, sent as 
a convoy to grmrd the mall, and open a com- 
munication by which provisions could be 
obtained, had been intercepted at tlie river 
Raisin, thirty-iux miles fWmi Detroit, and ctii 
to pieces by Tecumseh with a small party 
of his Indians ; and having been informed 
that a second-convoy with provisions was then 
on its march to Detroit, Col. Proctor ordered 
Captain Mohr with abont one hundred of the 
4l8t, (he same number of militia, and about two 
hundred and flifty Indians to cross the river and 
occupy Brownsiown, a small village on the 
American shk^ throngh which the convoy was 
expected to pass. The expedition did not, 
however; preve assoocessftil as fonoer attempts, 
as the following account given by Major 
Riohardson fully proves: — 

*' On the: morning of Sunday the (Hh, the 
w9d and distsnt cty of our Indiao scouts gave 
us to understand that the enemy were s^vsno> 
ii)§. lotheoottoeoftenmintttniafterwjffds 
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they appenrcd iHsuing from the wood, bound- 
Inp: like wild deer chitsed by the hunUman, 
anl uttering tlmt peculiar shout which h 
known among tht5m5«clve:* i< the news-cry, — 
From them we ascertained that a strong co- 
lumn of the enemy, cavalry and infiintry, were 
on their march to attack us, but that the dif- 
ficulty of transporting their guns rendered it 
improbable they coiiM reach our position be- 
fore nigh^ altho'igh then only at a distance of 
eight miles. It being instfintly decidc<l on to 
meet them, the detachment was speedily un- 
der arms, and on its march for Maguagn, a 
amall Indian village distant about a league. — 
Tlie road along which we advanced was ankle- 
deep with mu'l, and the dark tirest waving its 
close branches over our heads, U'ft no egress 
to the pestilential exhalations arising from the 
naked and putrid bodies of horses and men 
of Major Home's detachment, which had 
been suffered to lie nnburied beneath our 
feet. No other soimd than the measured step 
of the troops interrupted the solitude of the 
f^rene, rendered more itiiposing by the wild ap- 
pearance of the warriors, whose bodies, stained 
nn 1 painte<l in the most frightful manner for 
th'j occision, glitled by us with almost noise- 
less velocity, without order, and without a 
a Chief; some pninted white, some black, 
oth'.T^ half b'ack, half red, half black, half 
wliite; all with tliclr hair plaistercd in such a 
way as to resemble the bristling quills of the 
pon.'upinc, with no other Covering then a cloth 
aro*md their lans, yet araied to the teeth with 
rifles, tomahawks, war clubs, spears, bows, 
arrows, an I seal pin 5-knivcs. Uttering no 
Boimrl, and intent only on reaching the encmV 
unperceived, they might have passed for the 
spectres of those wilds, the ruthless demons 
which war had unchained for the punishment 
and oppression of man. 

** i laving taken up a position al>oot a quar- 
ter of a mi!o beyond Maguaga, our disposi- 
tions f )r defence were speedily made, the rust- 
ling of the leaves alone breaking on the silence 
which reijrned throtighout our line. Follow- 
ing the example of the Indians, we lay reclined 
on the groun 1 in o'dcr to avoid being perceiv- 
e<l, until within a few yards of the enemy. — 
While awaiting, in this manner, the approach 
of the crilumn, which we knew to be, at no 
great distance, advancing upon us, our little 
farce wa« increased by the arrival of Lieut 



Bullock of the 4 1st Grenadiers, who, with a 
small detachment of twenty men of his own 
company, twenty Light Infantry, and twenty 
Battalion men had been urged forward hf 
Gren. Brock, from the head quarts, rs of th# 
Regiment, then stationed at Fort George, for 
the purpose of reinforcing the little garrison 
of .\mherstburg, and who, having reached their 
destination the preceding day, had bc;'n des- 
patched by C*)l. Proctor, (lately arrived 10 as- 
sume the command) to strengthen us. Slwrtly 
the report of a single shot echoed through 
the wood ; and the instant afterwai'ds the loud 
and terrific yells of the Indians, followed by * 
heavy and desu'tory fire, apprised us that they 
were engaged. The action then became gene- 
ral alonjr our line, and continued for half a A 
hour, without producing any material advan- 
tage ; when unluckily, a body of Indians that 
had been detached to a small wood al>out fiv* 
hundred yards distant from our right, wcr^ 
taken by the troops for a corps of the enemy 
endeavouring to turn their flank. In vnin w^ 
called out to them that they were our Indinns» 
The Are which should have been reserved for 
their foes, was turned upon the'r friends, who, 
falling into the same error, returned it with 
equal spirit. The fact was, they had been 
compelled to rctin* before a superior force, and 
the movement made by them, had given ris^ 
to the error of the troops. That order and 
discipline which would have marked their con- 
duct as a body in a plain, was lost sight of, in 
a great measure, while fighting independently 
and singly in a wood, where every man, fol- 
low ing the example of the enem}', was com- 
pelled to shelter his person behind the treoi 
as he could. Closely pressed in front by an 
almost invisible f )C, and on the point of bein^ 
taken in the rear, as was falsely imagined, the 
troops were at length compelled to yield to 
circumstance and numbers. 

•* Although our retreat, in consequence of 
this unfortunate misapprehension, commenced 
in some disorder, this was soon restored, t^hen 
Major Muir, who had been wounded early in 
the engagement, succeeded in rallying his 
men, and forming them on the brow of a hill 
which commanded a short and narrow bridge 
intersecting the high road,, and crossing a mo- 
rass over which the enemy's guns must neces- 
sarily pass. This was about a quarter of a 
mite in rear of tho pojrition we had previously 



u 



HISTORY OP THE WAR OP 1813. 



occupied. Here we remained at least fifteen 
minutes, when finding that the Americans did 
not make their appearance as expected, Migor 
Muir, whose communication with Tecumseh 
had been cut off, and who now heard some 
smart firing in the woods beyond his le(t, na- 
turally inferred that the enemy were pushing 
the Indians in that quarter, with a view of 
turning his fiank, gaining the high road in our 
rear, and thus cutting off our retreat The 
order was then given to retire, which we cer- 
tainty did at the double quick, yet without 
being followed by the enemy, who suffered us 
to gain our boats without further molestation. 
** In this af&ir, which we never then regarded 
as anything more than a sharp skirmish, yet to 
which the Americans have since attached an 
undue importance, their loss was eighteen killed 
and sixty-three wounded ; ours, one rank and 
file killed, two Officers, two Sergeants, nine- 
teen rank and file wounded, and two rank and 
file missing, but afterwards recaptured by the 
Indians. The wounded officers were. Major 
Muir, and Lieutenant Sutherland. They were 
near each other when the attack commenced, 
and Major Muir having observed an American 
taking a deliberate aim at them, hastily placed 
a short rifle, which he usually carried with him 
on these occasions, on the shoulder of his com- 
panion, and levelled it at his enemy. Both 
fired at the same instant Tlic ball of the 
American, entering Lieut Sutherland's cheek, 
came out at the back of his neck, and passed 
through one of Major Muir*8 wings (he com- 
manded the Light Company of the 4]8t,) 
while the rifleman himself fell dead on the 
spot, from his adversary's bullet Major Muir 
soon afterwards received another ball in the 
leg, yet without being disabled. Severe as 
proved the wound of Lieut. Sutherland, (who 
was borne off the field when the retreat 
commenced, on tho back, if I do not greatly 
mistake, of one of the Messrs. Caldwell of 
Amherstburg) he would have recovered had 
he not imprudently, some ten days afterwards, 
made premature use of his tooth-bmsh. This 
opened the wound, brought on hemorrhage, 
and before medical assistance could be pro- 
cured, (the main body of the force being tbon 
in occupation of Detroit) he bled to death. — 
Tecumseh was also slightly wounded, by a 
buck-shot, on this occasion.*' 

Here it was that an opportunity was first 



afforded of proving the extreme disadvantage 
of opposing regular troops to the enemy in the 
wood& Accustomed lo the use of the rifle 
from his infancy— dwelling in a measure amid 
forests with the intricacies of which he was 
wholly acquainted, and possessing the advan- ' 
tage of a dress which rendered him almost un- 
distinguishable to the eye of an European, the 
American marksman entered with comparative 
security into a contest w ith the English soldier, 
whose glaring habiliment and accoutrements 
were objects too conspicuous to be missed,while 
his utter ignorance of a mode of warfare, in 
which courage and discipline were of no avail, 
rendered the struggle for mastery even more 
unequal. The principal armies to which the 
British troops were opposed during the war, 
consisted not of regular and well-disciplined 
troops only, but of levies taken from the forests 
of Ohio and Kentucky, scarcely inferior as 
riflemen to the Indians. Dressed in woollen 
frocrks of a gray color, and trained to cover 
their bodies behind the trees from w hich they 
fired, without exposing more of their pennons 
than was absolutely necessary for their aim, 
they afforded, on more than one occasion, 
the most convincing proofs that without the 
assistance of the Indian VVnrriors, the defence 
of so great a portion of Western Canada, as 
was entrusted to the charge of the few 
regulars and militia, would have proved a 
duty of gfeat difficulty and doubt. 

The Americans attached an unduc'^ impor- 
tance to this affair — and when the disparity of 
the forces engaged is considered, it will iic seen 
that there was in reality but little to boast of. 
By Col. Miller^s admission the forces under his 
command consisted of the whole of the 4th 
Regiment of United States Infantrj', except 
one company left at Sandwich to garrison a 
fort, built by order of Qeneral Hull : a small 
detachment of tlie 1st Infantry, and Artillerists 
enough to man the guns, — this com])a«;ed the 
regular force, there was besides about four 
hundred militia, making in all about seven 
hundred men : the total force opposed to tbem, 
was, as we have shewn, not more than four 



* This 18 pretty evident from Generil Iliiira 
remarka. His official, letter giving an ncconnt of 
it, laments ^'that nothinjr wa.** gnlned by it but 
honor; and that the bloo<l of seventy-five men 
had been shed in vaio ; as it but opened hit* com- 
muaicationa as far as their bayonets had extended,' 
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hondrod aod Rttj men, two buodred u)d fifty 
ot wfaom irerc Indiwuk 

Qrcftt stress has been laid on th« cniel policy 

CoudnaaruHriiidiui oflhc Gnglith roracling 
BuUiM. Iq concert with allies so 

litlle diqioscd to d«al mercifully with the cap- 
tives placed by Ihc chances of war in their 
hands, and the Americans in pnrticular have 
been loud in their condemnation of a tncaaure 
to the adopttmi of which the safety of the 
Western Pro^nco was in a great measure to 
be attributed. These writers are lioneTer for- 
getful that every possible exertion was cm- 
ployed by the ngenta of the United States 
Government to dclacb the Indians from us and 
to effect an alliance with them on Ihu part of 
the States. 

"Besides," as Hajor Richardson observes, — 
"The nalivcH must have been our friends or 
our fi>cs; had n-c not employed them the 
jlmericans would, and alihongh humanity 
must deplore the neccssily, imposed by the 
very invader himself) of counting them among 
our alliwi, and combating at their side, the law 
of self-preservation was our guide, and scrU' 
pulous indeed must be the power that would 
have hesitated at such a moment in its choice," 
On the other hand too the Indians had olnnys 
been our allies. No faithless dealing nor treach- 
ery on our parts had alienated their trust and 
conRdence from a Govcmmenl which had 
heaped twunties on tliem with no sparing 
band. We were not the aggressors, we did 
not, for the purpose of adding to our territo- 
rial boundaries, carry ruin and desolation 
among an almost defenceless population 
only availed ourselves of the right, common 
to every one, of repelling invasion by every 
means possible, and while wc admit that i 
allicB were in some instances guilty of the 
cesses peculiar to evory savage nation, it c 
not be supposed that tlic»e acts were sa 
tioncd by the Government, or that, so far 
it was possible, principles of toleration and 
mercy were not inculcated hy us amongst 
red ollie-s. 

Injuotice, loo, to the Indiana, wa must re- 
mark, that acts of barbarous cruelty were nnt 
Gonlined to them. The American bai'knooda- 
men were in the habit of scalping also, and, 
indeed, it is singular enough thai, although 
QeBcni liuU't tunouB, or ntiaer iatamoiu. 



proclamation awarded death to any one of tba 
Buhjcclji of Qreat Britain, found 9Dmbaling at 
the side ot, and therefore assumed to be a pa^ 
ticipator in the barbarities attributed to th« 
Indians, the very first scalp should havs 
been taken by an officer of hia own army, and 
that n ithin a few days alter the proclanutioa 
was isijued.* 

On the (J(b of August, General Brock had 
Grutr*] Bmrk. u'lthi the satiKfacIion of finding 
Iriv'ti "viirlT' *'ir"i"i that he could be spared 

nt'rli" "«"'u>«'' l'»h'iif '"*" '''* **'' "'" '^'"''*"*" 
Aufuii. mentfur, attcast, asliort 

lime. He had divided the small force at hi* 
disposal for the defence of the Province, in th« 
various ijuartcn most likely to be attacked} 
but still he was without a military chc*^ 
without money enough at his commsnd to 
buy provUions, blankets, or eren shoes for tht 
militia. Under these ch-cum stances, be mado 
Ills wants known to a number of gentlemen of 
credit, who formed themHelves into what wal 
called "the Niagara and Qiieenston Asttoci^ 
tion," the late Mr. Robert Grant of Qnernstmi 
being manager, and sevenil ihourand pounda 
were issued in the shape of liank notes, wbicli 
were ciirrently received throughout tha 
country, anrl afterwards redeemed wirh army 
bills. Having thus disposed nf his difScuHies^ 
Gcnirsl Brock found himself at liberty to 



• Jsn-es. In liU Ilislorv of the War, writes :— A» 
the nciina foaglit at BrowiiMciwn, wliere Major 
Vnn noma was defeated, H leUcr wai fuauil ia 
the pnvket of CaptHin UcCullueli (who wm amnng 
the hIjiIti on (hat oecagiiin) uildrcHeil to lis nll^ 
nmi (tnlmtr ihtit he had shot nti liidinn neiir the 
i;aiinf I Uridge, i>n die ISch of July, «>id I<hi1 iho 
pliiHSUre of Uaring off Alt tatf nilii kit tttiK 
N'dx uf the fiict iti^Tr there cim be verv liitl* 
ilniilil, lor we had one In'ltnn (nnil one n.ily) 
kllleil snil stnlped at the Canard. But, allb'iugfa 
Captain HoCulloch is eiitilled to all the credit of 
tl.l« fot.1, there is rea»>n to infer iUl 3m„-> b 
liicorr<.i:< in Mntlng this iiifonnstioti wa* obtained 
Iroin u li'ltcr found in his pocket In llie Hrat 
iiiBtiuii'i:, it 1p eitramely utilikelr that (lie Indiam^ 
in tttllii;; and stripping the bwly, wniilrl h»vO 
hn)ng1il off anjihliig i«i vilui-lcas to th'<m ai % 
letter, and sacnniHv, It la niaeh more proliaMa 
that lueli ooianiuiiicHtioii from UcCulliieti lo bio 
wife hiiil iieen plueeil in ilie mail, which die par^ 
in whicli he lielonged, wei'e cKcuning fiiim D^ 
irnll, wild (he eorreiipoiidi-iico of Ouiienil Ilnll^ 
ariii*, and wliieli, it will ba reeolk-cted, wiis ca|^ 
tLirH liy tlie Indians. The wliole ol the leiiero 
pniifed iliroiigh our hands, and it Is liiglily pro> 
■ " "' " ' "1 made lu tliii man* 
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rtpair id pisnion to the Kccne of bostiliiKH, 
and he accafdingly embarked for lSurUng;ton 
Bay, whence he procccdod by land to Limjr 
Point on Lake Erie. Gi'ncral 'hrockV force, 
•n leaving York, amounted to two huiidreti 
Tolunteent, — forty men of the 4 1 st regiment 
had been, Home time prcviou8ly,de'ipatched to 
Lonp; Point, for the purpose of collecting the 
Mi'itla in that neighbourhood, and fiffy men 
of the same regiment had )>ecn fk^nt into tht 
l.i'erior, with a view of encouniging an<) 
being joined by the Indians, — pni-t of these 
troops would, the English General anticipated, 
be really to join his force on the shores of 
Lake Erie. 

It may not be uninteresting to give a short 
extract from the note book of one of those vet- 
eran militi.'i men who so distinguished them- 
selves during this and subsequent campaigns. 
It will shew the spirit which actuated Cana- 
dians : — 

"After having been a few weeks in gar- 
Hson, and made as much progress in the duties 
pf a Sf)Idk)rV life as was possible, I and several 
Others, having volunteered, in addition to the 
ordinary duties, to make ourselves ncquninted 
with the gn-at gun cxenisi*, began to be very 
noxious for the more active duties of a sol- 
dier's lifo, it uas with no little excit.'ment, (hen, 
we bean! that General Hull, w it h a strong force, 
had < rossed into Canada fmm Detroit — a pro 
position was then made to me by two persons 
mtieh older than myself to aid them in form- 
ing a company of volunteers, in which I wa> 
to bold the rank of Ensign, to march to the 
vest to meet Gen. Hull. This scheme, how- 
ever, was put an end to by Genera) Brock's 
Iproclnmation calling for volunteers of which 
the York Garrison was to fiumish one hundred. 
fV^hen the proclamation or general order was 
tead on parade by Major Alton, most gladly 
did I avail myself of my position, as right 
hand man of the Grenadier company, to shoul- 
der my musket and step to the (Vont as the 
first volunteer for that service. I waa follow- 
ed in a few minutes by the necessary number, 
we were then allowed three days to visit our 
friends and make the necessary preparations 
for our first campaign. Many were the pre- 
dictions made that we should never return, and 
Iha* we should be overpowered by the im- 
incnse force of Gen. ITull, but, with two excep- 
tions, every raan was ready at the appointed 



time. As far rs I was myself concerned, had I 
vven been dii-poKd ;oliangl»ael<, (tbonghhuch 
a thought never entered into my head, I vas 
too much elated at the prospect before me,) it 
would liave 1 een at the ii>k of suffering the 
most severe reproaches froni my mother — who, 
at parting, as she clasped me in her arms rnd 
then tore herself from my embrace, exclaim- 
ed — Go, my son, and let me hear of your death 
rather than your disgrace. I marched off with 
a full heart but a buoyant spirit." 

With such volunteers as these fighting for 
the pn»tcction of their homes and the '^nnctity 
of their native land, General Rnnk bad not 
much reason to shun an encounter as far as 
the spirit of his troops was in question. 

When pissing the Mohawk settlement on 
the Grand River, General Bnx^k held, on the 
7th, a council of war for the purpose of ascer- 
taining how far their professions of friendship 
could l)e trusted, and fri)m them he receivi»d 
the a.ssurancc that sixty of their braves would 
on the 1 0th of the same month follow biui. — 
At Long Point, on Lake Erie, heemb-irked his 
few regulars and three hundred mi!iiiu in boats 
of every deseri,jtion, collected among t the 
neighbouring farmei's, who usually employed 
ihem for the transpcrlation of ih.ir eorn and 
tiour, but no v chc rfully and willingly ur;c<^ 
on the General his making use of tlum -as a 
means of transportation. Tlie ciistanre from 
Long Point to .\rnherstburg is somL'wlnit under 
two hundred miles, with scarcely a bay for 
shelter, and this want the little fiolilla .suffered 
materially from, as they encountered much 
rough weather on their passage along the L.'ike. 
The spirit, however, of the volunteers was 
sustained by the hope of ere long finding 
themselves in presence of the enemy, and they 
felt eAch day increased confidence,as the varied 
resources of their gallant and indefatigable 
leader were developed. After four days and 
nights of incessant exertion the little squndron 
reached .Amherstburg shortly before niidnight 
on the 1 3th, and in a rough memo taken from 
General Brock's note book the following entry 
is penned : *' In no instance have T seen troops 
who would have endured the fitigues of a 
long journey in boats, during extremely bad 
weather, with greater cheerfulness and con- 
stancy ; and it is but justice to this little band 
to add, that their conduct throughout excited 
my admiration.** 
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Shortly aftor hindinj^at .VtiilierMtbiirg, Gc*n. 
Brock was first brought into nKual communi- 
eation with the Shruvanee Chief, the cele- 
brated Tcciimseh, nnd the mnnner of their in 
tro luction was so interesting, that we quote 
the passage from '* Sir Isaac Block's Life ** : — 

" The attention of the troops was suddenly rous- 
ed by a sti-agi;lingfire of niusi<etry, whieh, in h 
few iniinitcsbt'CHine general, and nppeareil to pro- 
ceed from an island in the Detroit river. Ctdonel 
ElIiotT, the superintendent of the Indians, quiekly 
expl.iinud thut the firing arose fntni the Imlians 
attiched to the Hritiith Ciiuse, who thus expressed 
Iheir joy at the arrival of the reinforcement under 
their white father. M.ijor General Brock, aware 
of the sc;ircity of the nnmiiioiis of war, sent Col. 
Clliott to stop this wjiste of powder, saving : ** Do, 
pray, Elliott, fully explain my wishesand motives, 
and tell the Indians that I will speak to them to- 
morrow on this subject. His request was promptly 
attended to, and Colonel Elliott retumed in about 
half an hour with the Shawanee chief, TecumByh, 
or Tecumpthe, 3lrea«ly mentioned. Capt. Olegg, 
the aide-de-camp, l»rlng present, had an opptirtu- 
ttity oi c osely ol).serving the traits of that extra- 
oriiiiitrv man, and we are indeb*-ed to him for the 
following graphic purticidars : — ^TefumsehV ap- 
peara ico was very preposses-ing, his figure light 
and finely proportioned; his age I imagined to be 
about five an 1 thirty ; his height, five f«.'et nine or 
ten inefie.s; his con»[)lexion, light copper; coun- 
tenance, ov.il, bright haz'e eyes, beaming with 
clieerfulness, energy, an<l decision. Tliree j*mall 
ailver crowns, or coronet**, were suspende«l from 
the tower cartilage of his aquiline nose; and a 
large silver medallion of G<»orge the ThinI, which 
I f)elieve his ancestor had received fnnii Lord 
Dorchester, when Governor General of Canada, 
was attached to a mixed coloured wampum string, 
and hung roun<l his neck. His dress cotislsted of 
a plain, neat uniform, tanned deer skin jacket, 
witl) long trowsers of the same material, the seams 
of lioth being^covered with neatly out fringe ; and 
he had on his feet leather mocassins, much onia- 
men ted with work made from the dyed qnilb of 
the porcupine.* 

*'The first and usual salutations of shakmg 
hands being over, an allusion was made to the late 
firing of musketry, and Tecumseh at once approv- 
ed of th*; reason given by Major-General Bn>ek for 
its discontinuance. It being late, the (Mirties soon 
aeparate I, with nn understanding that a council 
would be held the following moniing. This ac- 
cordin^y took place, and was attended by about 
m thousand Iitdtans, whose equipment generally * 



nnght be consiilered very imposing. Tlie coun- 
'dl was opened by General Brock, who informed 
the Indians that he was onlereil by their great 
fntlier to come to their assistance, and, with their 
aid, to ilrive the Americans from Fort Detnat.— 
IIi.'4 speech was highly applauded, and Tecumseh 
was unanimously called upon to speak in reply. 
He commenced with expressions of joy, that their 
father beyond the great salt lake (meaning; the 
king of England) had at length awoke from his 
long sleep, and permitted his warriors to come to 
the asnistancc of his red children, who had never 
ceased to remain steady in their friendship, and 
were now aM p^ady to shed their last dn»p of 
bloiMl in their great father's service. After some 
speeches fnmi other chiefs, and replies thereto, 
the council broke up. General Brock, having 
quickly discovered the superior sagacity and intre- 
pidity nf Ti'cumseh, and his influence over the In- 
dians, and not deeming it prudent to tlevelop he- 
fore so mixed an assemblage the views which 
were at th.it moment uppermost in his thoughts, 
and intended to be airried so quickly into execu- 
tion, directed C«)l. Elliott to inform the Shawanee 
chief tliat he wished to see htm. accompanied by 
a few of the ohiest chiefs, at Colonel KlliottV quar^ 
ters. There the Genenil, through the medium of 
interpreters, communicated his views, and ex- 
plained the manner in which he intended to carry 
info execution his operations against Fwrt Detroit. 
The chiefs listened wii h the utmost appirent enger- 
iie.<s, and expressed their unanimous assent to 
the proposed plan, assuring Geticral Brock that 
their co-operation, as pointed out, nnght be de» 
peiidtfd on. On General Brock osking whether 
the Shawanee Indians could be inluced to refrain 
from drinking spirits, Tecumseh assured him that 
his warriors might be reHed on, adding, that be- 
fore leaving their country on the Wabash river, 
they had promised him not to taste that perni- 
ctoiia Hqnor until they had humbled the Mng 
knives,* meaning the Americans. In reply to thia 
assunince, General Brock briefly said : * If thia 
resolution be persevered in, you must oonquer.*** 

Previous to General Brock's arrival, Gcnc- 

OOeiivivo aiul reiali. nU Uull bad, on the 7th 
aiorv nieainrf (* III once , «». j ,i 

ad.^ed l.y Gen. Bnick. »«" 8th, recroHsed the 

river with the whole of hi.s army, abnndoning 
at once all his visionary scheine.*^ for the con- 
quest of the westi'm district of Canada, if 
indeed he cherished tlie hope of effecting any 
uiovcinent of importance after t!ic fall of 
Michiliniacinac. 

The day after his arrival, General Brock 
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reFoWerl on, and began to prepare in his turn 
for, offensive operations. Batteries had already 
been erccti'd under the superintendence of 
Gapt. Dixon of the Engineers, and Cnpt Ilall 
of tl^e Provincial Navy, on an elevated part of 
the bank of the Detroit, here about a mile 
across, and directly opposite the American 
fort of that name, and Brock revived to strike 
a decisive blow ere his opponent should be 
strengthened by reinforcements. 

General Brock despatched a flag to the 
American Commander, with the following 
mimmons, having previously arranged for the 
concentration of all his available force on the 
epot: — 

*' Head Quarter?, Sandwich, August 15th, 1812. 

"Sir. — The force at my dispoHal authorizes me 
to require of you, the imtnediato surrender of 
Fort Detroit. — It is far from my inciinution to join 
in a war of extermination, but you must be aware 
tliat the tmmerous Ixnly of Indians, who have 
attached themselves to mv tro<»ps, will be beyond 
my control the moment the contest commences. 
You will find me disposed to enter into such con- 
ditioMS as will satisfy the most scnipulous sense 
of honor. Lieut. Colonel McDonnvll, and Major 
^l*'g^t Are fully authorised to conclude any 
an*an^ement that may tend to prevent the un- 
necessary effusion of blood. 

** I have the honor to be, 

" Sir, your most obdt. Servant, 
** (Signed,) Isaac Brock, Major Gen. 
•• His Excellency, 

** Bri^dier Gen. Hull, 
** Commanding at Fort Detroit.** 

"To which the subjoined answer was returned : 
Bead Quarters, Detroit, Aug. 15, 1812. 

** Sir, — I have received your letter of this date. 
I have no other reply to make, than to inform 
you that I am prepared to meet any force which 
may be at your disposal, and any consequences 
which may result from any exertion of it you may 
think proper to make. 

" I avuil myself of this opportunity to inform 
you that the flag of truce, under the direction of 
Captain Brown, proceed^td contrary to the orders, 
and 'vrtliout the knowledge of Col. Cass, who 
commanded the troops which attacked your picket, 
near the river Canard hridi^e. 

*'I likewise take this occasion to inform you 
that GowieV honsc was set on fire contniry to my 
orders, and it did not take place until after the 
evacuation of the Fort. From the best infi.miatioti 
I have been able to obtain <m the subject, it was 
set on fire by some of the inhabitants ou the other 
side of the river. 

** I am. very respectfully, 

** Your Excellencv's most obt. Servant, 
"(Signed,) W. Hull, Brijr. Gen. 

" Commg. the N. W. Ann v. 
" His Excy. Major Gen. Brock, 

** Comnrg. His Britannic Majesty's Forces, 
** Sandwich, Upper Canada.*' 



A requisition of this kind, alike so import- 
ant and unexpected, coming from an encmj^ 
too, so inferior in force, could meet with but 
one response, and accordingly, as we bavo 
.seen, the American General rejected the de- 
mand, and to God and his sword committed 
the issue. Fortunately, however, the defiance 
was addressed to one who did not for a moment 
suffer it to abate his diligence or lessen his 
hopes, and the return of his messenger was 
but the signal of attack, and a galling fire was 
immediately opened on the town and fort of 
Detroit 

On the court-martial held on General Hull 
for cowardice, the strength of the respective 
forces was pretty clearly ascertained. In 
speaking of General Brock's anny, it is stated 
— " The force at his di.<posal did not exceed 
seven hundred combatants, and of this number 
^ four hundred were Canadian militia^di^guued 
in red coats ; with this small corps, preceded 
by five pieces of light artilleiy, six and three- 
pounders, he began his operationR*' Respecting 
the Americans, the following admissions were 
made on the same occasion : — "The strength, 
pasition, and supplies of the American army 
have been frequently stated, and even judi- 
cially established. The morning reports to 
the Adjutant General made its effective force 
one thousand and sixty, exclusive of three 
hundred Michigan militia, and as many Ohio 
volunteers, detached under M*Arthnr. Of 
this fotce, four hundred effectives (native and 
artillerists of the line) occupied the fort — a 
work of regular form and of great solidity ; 
surrounded by a wide and deep ditch, strongly 
fraised and palisadoed, and sustained by an 
exterior battery of twenty-four pounders. 
Three hundred Michigan militia held the town, 
which in itself formed a respectable defence 
against the iroopa Flanking the approach to 
the fort, and covered by a high and heavy 
picket fence, were stationed four hundred Ohio 
volunteers, while a mile and a half on the right, 
and advancing rapidly, was M* Arthur's de- 
tachment. Of provisions and ammunitinn the 
supply was abundant ; in fine, everything was 
then sufficient for the trial of strength and 
courage which impende<l." 

The following extract from General Brock*8 
official communication to Sir George Prevost 
will place all the events of the uicniorablc 16tli 
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ADgiuti clearly anil succinuly bufure the' "The cocniy'it aggrvgntu force «»» divided 
rcftder : — into two troops of oialry ; one Miiiiiiin; oT 

■nillerr engineer ; the 4th United SUtM 
raiment; du'ftchtncnts of the Ut and 8d 
United Stntcti ngimenta, volunteunt; thrct 
ngiments of the Ohio Militia; odc n-^meat 
of the Uichignn territory. 

" Thirty pieces of braw and iron ordnanc* 
have already been secured." 

BcKidcB the ciktiDnn four bimdrcd rounds of 
I twcnly'four pound nhot flieti, one hundred 
thousand cartridpei", forty bMTclM of iJonder, 
and two thousand Atc hundred Bland of arms 
' fell into the hands of the conquerorti. Th« 
articles of capilulalinn* will ricito in th« 



" The force at my dixpomi beirig collcctcil 
in tbe course of the 16th, in the neighborbooil 
of Sandniuh, the embarkatino took plico a 
litDe after daylight on the fullowing mornin-, 
and under the able aimngeincnts of Lieut. 
Dcwar, of the Quarter- Master General's dt- 
-partinent, the whole vrae in a nliart lime Undiil 
without the nlightest confuKion at Springu'ill 
— k good position, three miles west of Detroit. 
11)0 Indian-, whohail in the mesntime effectid 
their lamling two miles below, moved forwtr^l 
and occupied the woods, about a mile and a 
half on our left. 

I croified the river, wilh an inlenlion of 
vailing in a Htrong posttinn ihc efflct of 
force u|ion the eneiny'H ramp, and in hopes of 
compelling him to iiieet us in the Held ; bin 
receiiinc iiif irmation op.in landing, that Col. 
M'Arlhiir, an officer of high reputation, hnti 
left Ihe garrison three days Mum with a de- 
tachment nf five hundred men, and hearing. 
Boon nftcrn-trds, that hus cnvniry had betii 
seen thit morning three miles in our rear, I 
decided on an iiumctliatc attack. Accordingly, 
the troops advanced to witlin one mile of Ihi- 
forL and bavin;; ascerlaiiicd that the enini} 
bad laken little or no precaution lonards thi' 
land side, I n-wlved on an asHanll, whilst tli< 
Indians pcneti'atcd his camp. Brpadicr-Gf- 
neral Uiill, ho<vcvcr, prevented this inoii- 
ment, by proponing a cefuvlion of hoslihtit s, 
fhr the purpose of preparing terms of capiln 
lation. Lieutenant- Colo ml John Uacdonell 
and Captain Glc^ were accordingly deputtO 
by me on this mission, and relumed nilhinnn 
hotir with the conditions, which I hare tliL 
honor herewith to transmit. Certain con-i- 
deralionR afterwards induced me to agree iri 
the t«'o supplementary artieles, 

" The force thus Burrcndcrcd to his Mn- 
jcsly's arms cannot be estimated at less ih^in 
2500 men. In this ectimali', Cul. M'Arthu) V 
dctachmcnt is irtcluded. as he surrendered, 
agroealily to the terms of capitulation, in lln' 
cuur>ie of tlie efoning, with the exception oj 
two hundred men, whom he h'ft ei<coninjr n 
Taluable convoy at some little distance in hi^ 
rear; but there can be no doubt the offlrcr 
commanding will mnsider himself equally 
bound by the capitulation. 



■Camp at Detroit, Aug. Itl, 1813, 
I3api [Illation for (he ■urTeiide^oTFort Pulruit, en- 
tered iiiUi lietwoeii Migor GenemI Brocli, com- 
niandliig his Briianiiic llajei>tir's foree<>. on tha 
one part, and Bripulier Gen. Hull, cuiiiiiiniid- 
iagtlieiiorth-wcaturaarDiyof the UuiteU States, 
oil the other part. 

Article I. Fort Detroit, wlih all the troopa, reg- 
ulars ai> well as tiiililbi, will Ire immedintelT mirren- 
; dereJ to the 8rilii>li forces under the voiiiiniiiid of 
iMuj. Gen. Broek, andnillbccoiiiHilt'red ngpriTion- 
I rn of war, with the eiception of aiieh uf the 
imihtli ol the tliehigan teirilury, who have do* 
'joined the ariny. 

I Arc II, All public stores, arms, ai d all piiblio 
documents, liiclading everjlhliig else of ■ pulilia 
I nature, will lie immedlalety given up. 
I Art. III. rrivalepcrKnif,aiidprepertjof every 
I dL'SCriptloD will be rvspecled, 
I Art. IV, llli Etcellencj, BrigndliT. General 
Hull, liaviiift tiprvsHeJ a desire that a detiiclimenl 
Troni the aute of Ohio, on its way tojuin hiii arnif, 
■a well aa one sent from Fort Detroit, under Iha 
eoiuniand of Cul. McAjthur, iihoidd Ik included Id 
the capiluliition, it la ucconlitiglj agreed to. It 
in, however, to be uiideraiood, tliat such paK of 
Ihe Ohio militia aa have not jidned the ariiiy, will 
be peniiitliMl to return to tlieir hotni^B, nn cuiidl- 
lion that Ihej will not serve diiring the «ar, iheif 
Hriiui will Iw delivered, up if belonging to the 
pQblic, 

ArL V. The garrUoD will march Out at Ihe hour 
of 12 IhiHditv, and the Britiih will UkeiiiiniediaM 
posaeaiuuD of the fun. 

J. MlCDONKtl., 

Lieut. Col. miliiia. P. A. D. C, 

J. B. fiLKOO. 

Hiyor, A. I>. C. 
Jamkb UiKT n. 
LieuU Col. Glh U. a Infuntry, 
E. Bat'sii. 
Col. Dommandinfrlslregt.ofUicliigan Militia, 



An article aupplomentary to the articles of cap- 
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reaiier's breast some snrpri-He — some curiosity 
w.ll be awalcencd, to ascertain the reasons why 
to so Rinnll a body of regultirs and a few 
DISAFFECTED Klilitta, disguised in red-ctuits^ 
(Vide Armstrong,) such abject submission 
BhouM have bi un manifested, or why, wilhoui 
one blow being struck, or one sign (except of 
•xtreme tre)ndation) exhibited, so poweiful a 
force, — '* in sure anticipation of victory, await- 
ing anxiously the Hpproach of the enemy; 
each individual at his post, ex|)ecting a {iroud 
drt}' for his country and hi mKelf,"*— should so 
(atuely consent to stack their onns and hoist 
a white flag, in token of submission to an 
enemy so vastly inferior in numbers and only 
with difficulty re trained from deserting. The 
only solution of the question is to be found in 
the following position : — That it required nil 
the exaggerated statements, which could be 
brought to bear on the subject, to induce the 
citizens of the United States to enter on the 
Bcrvice at all, and that, on fmding how grossl}' 
Ih.'y had been deceived with respect to Cana- 
dian loyalt}', ami the number^ flocking to their 
slandnrd, and that the l»nyonct*s point, not the 
warm grasp of friendship, wns the reception 
awaiting ih.m, they were dismayed at the 



itiOntion, concluded at Detroit, the l6tliof Aug. 
1812:— 

It is nirrced tlmttheOfRccrsnnd 8olilicr<»of the 
Ol»io niiliiirt und voIimteorH 8hMll lie pcrniitte<l to 
proceed to their respective lioinps, on thi8 condi* 
lion, that they do not 8erve during the present 
war, unleii.s they are exchanged. 

W. riui.L, 
Brig. Gen. commanding U. R N. \V. Army. 

Isaac B socr, 

Mhj. Gen. 

An nrticlc in addition to the supplementiry arti- 
cle of cnpitulM'ion, concluded at Detroit, the I6tli 
of August, 1812:— 

It is further agreed that the offlcereand soldiera 
of the .Michif^iin luiliHa and volunteers, under the 
command of Mnjor Wethemll, shall be placed on 
the samt' principles as the Ohio militia and volun- 
teers arc placed by the supplementary ariiclo of 
the 16th insunt. 

W. Hull, 
Brig. Gen. commanding N. W. Army U. 8. 

Isaac Brock, 

Miij. Gen. 

Return of the Ordnnnce taken in the fort anil 
batteries at Detroit, Auzuat 16th. 1852. 

Iron Ordnance — nine 24 pounder*, eight li 
pou!ulers, five 9 poun«lers. nnins Ordnance — 
thn^e 6 ponndcn*. two 4 pounders, one 8 pounder 
one 8 incli howitxer, one 8| inch ditto. 



Vide Armstrong, page 27. 



\ni\(\ front, and energetic metsures of the 
Bri ish commander. 

Another solution is, that Gen. Hull lacked 
confidence in his troops— ho knew what fight> 
ing was, they did not National vanity has en- 
deavored to find a salve for (ho disgrace, ib 
aspersions on General Hull. Imbecility, trench- 
er}', and cowardice,* were the charges broi^;lii 



• We felt It due to tnith— to Government — ^(o 
General Hull, and to all perwns directly or Indi- 
rectly concerned with ihe facts or circunistancca 
leading to the shameful capitulation ol Detroit, to 
suspend our opinion until a Rufflcii>ncy of li^t 
was Hfr<inled to chase away the doubts and sha> 
dows that reH'ed on the strange transaction. BiiK 
doubt has revolved itself into certainty — we no 
longer hesitate to join in ophiion with the whole 
people of the west, *'(»fevfry sect or persuasion^ 
ieli;;ious or political," that the army at Detroit 
was rn»acherously surrcmlered ; and that Gcnend 
Bmek instead of Gt^neral Hull ou^ht to have been 
the priMuer. This idea, is poweifuUy enforce<1 by 
many private letters from ^ntlemen of the first 
respectability in the State of Ohio, who had oppor- 
tunity to know tlie verity and strenpcth of the 
opinion a<ivanced ; but the detail by Colonel CSaae 
is conclusive— it is, besides, supported by a ho^t 
ofto<timonv in all the siihstjintial facts it exposes, 
—^NiUn RegUter^ Baltimore. 

Extracttt frmn Col. CnM* Letter, with refrreitce t6 
the tame »ubjrc{, to the Seerettt^rii at War : 

Letter of Cohniel Cass, of the Army late under the 
CtMumaiHl uf Brigailier General William Uull, 
to the Seeretary ot War. 

\VAsaiN(iroN,Su'ptcmber 10th, 1812. 

**\Vlien the forces landed in Ciinada, tliey landed 
with an ardent zeal and stimulated uith the hope 
ot conquest. No enemy appeared within view of 
us, and had an immediate and vi^onms attack 
been nnide upon MaMen, it would doubtless have 
fallen an easy victory. I knew General Hull af- 
lerwanls declared he regretted this attaek hail not 
been made, and he had every reason to believe 
>*uceess would have crowned his efforts. The rea- 
son given for delaying our operations was to mount 
our heavv eannon, and afTonl to the Canatliaa 
ntilitia time and opportunity to quit an obnoxinui 
service. In the course of two weeks, the iuind>er 
of their militia who were embo<Iied had decreased 
by desertion from one thousinid to six himdred 
men : and, in the course of three weeks, the can- 
mm were mounted, the aminuidtion fixed, and 
every preparation made for an Immediate Invest- 
ment of tlie fort. At a council, at which were 
present all the field officers, and whieh was held 
two day."* before our preparations were completed, 
it was unanimou<ily n^rreud to make a!i immediate 
It tempt to accompli!«h the object of the expedl* 
tion. If by waitiitc two days we could have tlio 
-erviee of (uir jiHillerv, it wan ai^reed to «ail ; it 
»nt. it w:i« detennined to jro wlrhout it and att.emp( 
'he f»lace by storm. This <»pinion appearcnl to eor« 

espond with the views of the fieiieral. and the 
Jay was appointed for commencing our march. 
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against him, throughout the K>ng(h and breadth 
of the country ; and errors fairly attributable 

Be declared to me that he considered himself 
pledgeil to lead the aniiy to MaMcn. The tiiii- 
linintiion was placed in the waggon^*, the camion 
were eml)iirlied on k>oard the floating batteries, 
and every requisite was prepared. The spirit 
and zeal, the ardor and animation displayed by 
the officers and men on learning the near accow- 
pUahment of their wishes, was u sure and aiicred 
pledge, that in tlie hour of trial they wonhl nf»t be 
wanting In duty to their country and themselves. 
The plan of attackin^c Maiden was abandoned, 
and instead of acting offensively, we broke up our 
^Qip, evacuated CiUiada, and re-ciossed the 
liver In the night, without even the shadow ot 
an enemy to ii«juro us. AVe left to the tender 
Wercy of the enemy the miserable Canadians who 
liad joined us, and the protection we afTonled 
Chein was but a pas.'tport to vengeance. This 
latal and unaccountable step dispirited the troops, 
mad destroyed the little confidence which a series 
of timid, irresolute, and indecisive measures had 
left in the commanding officer. 

** On the ISth, the British took a position oppo- 
die to Detroit, and began to throw up works. 
Daring that and the two fulk>wing days, they pur- 
fued their object without interruption and cms- 
blished a battery for wo eighteen pounders and 
an eight inch howitzer. About sunset on the 14th, 
a detachment of 850 men from the reginientji 
commanded by CoUmel M* Arthur and n)y^4elf wat* 
ordered to march to the river Rjiisin, to escort the 
provlsionfii, which had 8omt» time remained there 
protected by a company under the command of 
Captain Brush. 

** On Saturday, the 16th, about one o'clock, a 
flag of truce arrived from SHmiwich, t>earing a 
auiiimons from General Brock, for ihe surrender 
of Uie town and fort of Detroit, stating he couUi 
no longer restrain the fury of the savages. To 
Ibi^A). imroedlateand spirited refusal was retnme«l. 
About four oVlock their batteries l>egan to play 
upon the town. The fire was returned and f*on- 
tinued without interruption and with little effect 
till dark. Theh* shells were thrown till eleven 
o'clock. 

**^ I have been informed by Colonel Findiay, 
who saw the return of the Quarter- Master^fcneral 
Ihe day after the surrender, that their whole force, 
ot every description, wl.Le, red, and Mack, wa;^ 
one thousand and thirty. They had twenty-nine 
platoons, twelve in a platotm, of men dressed >n 
vnifonn. Many of these were evidently Caiuidinn 
vltitia. The rest of their militia increased their 
wbite force to abou^ seven hundred men. The 
number of the Indians could not be ascertained 
with any dmee of precision — not many were 
TUible. And in the event of an attack upon the 
tpirn and fort, it was a species of force which 
Tonli have aflbrded no material advantage to the 
«nomy. 

**'fn endearoring to appreciate the motives and 
to InTtstigate the causes which led to an event 
to,oi|ezpecied.aBd diahonorable, it is impoBsible 
to, find, any ■ohition in the relative strength of the 
oontendiiq; paKiea, or in the measores 6f resist- 
ia our powfr. That we wiere fiur superior ij 



to the Administration nt WaKhington, were all 
imputed to tlie poor old General The Si-nti- 



the enemy, that upon any ordinary principle of 
calculation we wouhl have defeated thcni— the 
Mounded and indignant feelhigs of every man 
there will testify. 

** A few days before the surrender, I was in- 
formed by Oen. Bull, we had four hundred rounds 
of twenty-four pound shot fixed, and al>out one 
huinlred thousand cartridges made. We sui ren- 
dered witii the fort forty bairels of pu^dvr and 
two thousand five hundred stand of arms. 

** The state of our provisions has not been ge« 
nerally miderstood. On the day of the >ui render 
we had fifleeu days* provitiions of f:Yery kind on 
hand. Of mc.it tliet*e was pU'nry in the country, 
and arrangements had heen made for puicnasing 
and grindnig the flour. It was calculated wa 
could readily procure three months* provi'«ious, 
iinlependent of one hundred and titty bnnels of 
flour, and one thousand three hundred head of 
cattle which ha<l been forwarded from the statu 
of Ohio, which remained at the river Kaisin under 
Captain Brush, within reach of the anny. 

** But hatt we been totally destitute of provi- 
sions, our duty and our interest, undoubt4f«ily, was 
to fight. The enemy invited us to meet hnn in 
the field. By defeating him the whole country 
would Imve been open to us, and the object ot our 
expedititm gloriously and successfully ol>tained. 
If we haii been defeated, we had nothing to do 
hut to retreat to the fort, and make the best do- 
fence which circumstances and our situation ren- 
dered pracdi^able. But basely to surrender ^ ith* 
out firing a gun — tauiely to submit without raishig 
a bayonet — disgracefully to pass In review beloru 
an enemy as inferior in the quality as in the num- 
ber of his forees, wereoiroumstMuces which excit- 
ed feelings more easily felt than described. To 
see the whole of our men flushed with the hopa 
of victory, eagerly awaiting the approaching cou- 
tei^t, to. see them altei wards dispirited^ hopeless^ 
and dcspcNiding, at leaat five hundi^ shedding 
tears becaiise they wi*re not allowed to meet tiieic 
country *s foe, and to fight their country *s IwttleSi 
excited sensations which no American has ever 
itOtore had cause to feel, and whicht I trust in 
(}od, will never again be felt, white one niAii re* 
mains to defend the standard of the Union. 

** I was informed by General Hull, live nionting 
after tlie oii|ntulation, that the British forces con- 
sisted of one thousand eight, hundred reguUi^ 
and that he surrendered to prevent the efl\].<«ioa 
of ha HMHi blood. That he magnified their regular 
force nearly fiverfold, there can be no dtniliL 
Whether the philanthropic reason assigned by him 
is a sufficient jttstificauon (br surrendering a'lbrti- 
fied town, an aniiy and a torritory, is for tho 
(vovemment to detemdne. CkMifideut I am, that 
had the courage and conduct of the general been 
equal to tlie spirit and seal of the troops, tho 
event would have btsn as brilliant and successAil 
as it now is disastrous and, dishoooiahla. 

'* Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to bO| 
your most obedient sewant^ Lxurts Cass, 

** Col 8rd R^ Ohio Yolantoafib 
" Tho^ Hon. Wu. Scsris, 

*** Smeta^ of Wa«.* 
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inenU and fsjclings expressed b) General Arm 
strong, in bis bistorv of the war, may be 
fairly taken as a sample of the exertions which 
wore niade at the time to find a victim, some- 
where, on which to wreak the vengeance of 
mortified national vanity. In order to make 
the case still more strong against Qcn. Uiill, 
rashness and ignorance are qualities irecly 
bestowed on the English General, — a short 
extract will, however, enabb the reader to 
judge tor himself: — ** Notwithstanding the 
repeated blunders of the American General, 
fortune did not yet entirely abandon him ; and 
on the 16th August, presented a new occasion, 
requiring on his part only the vulgar quality 
of defensive courage, to have completely baf- 
fled the designs of Brock, and re-established 
his own ascendancy on t'e Detroit This 
occasion was found in the indiscretion of his 
adversary ; who on crossing the river with a 
force smaller than that it was his purpose to 
assail, had hastily determined to risk the storm- 
ing of a fortification, strong in itself, abun- 
dantly supplied and sufficiently garrisoned. 
If it be thouglit extraordinary, that under 
these circumstances. General Brock should 
hate forgotten all the dissuasions from attack 
furnished by history, it was certainly still less 
to be expected that General Hull should have 
forgotten all the motives for defence furnished 
by the same source, Such, however, was the 
(act ; the timidity of the one kept pace with 
the temerity of the other ; and at last, in an 
agony of terror, which cunning could no longer 
dit'semble, and which history is ashamed to 
describe, the fort, army, and territory were 
surrendered without pulling a trigger." We 
have been thus particular in exposfng the 
attempt of Americans to bolster up their 
wounded honor, because every attempt to 
attach imbecility or cowardice to the Ameri- 
can General, tarnishes directly the lustre shed 
on the British arms on that occcasion. 

Immediately after the surrender of Detroit, 
General Brock issued his proclamation* to the 



•Proclamation by Isaac Brock, Esq., Major-Gene- 
ral, commanding liis Majesty^s forces in the 
Province of Upper Canada, Ac. 

Whereas the territory of Michiimn was this day, 
by capitulution, ceded to the arms of his Bntannic 
|Iajei*ty, without any other condition than the 
proteetion o\ private property, and Hi^hing to 
gi\'e sin earlyproof of the moderation and justice 



inhabitants of the Michigan territory, and took 
such precautionary measures as he deemed 
necessary for the protection of the inhabitants 
of the conquered territory. To the honor of 
the Indians, however, be it said, that although 
many enemies fell into their hands, no loss of 
life was sustaine<1, beyond that caused by the 
British batteries. FnithAilly did they obey 
the injunctions of Tecumseh and the other 
chiefs, who had impressed on them that ia 
nothing could they testify more strongly their 
love to the king, their great fiither, than in 
following the dictates of honor and humanity 
which he, through his General, had incul- 
cated. Thii behavior on the part of our 
Indian allies did not, however, prevent General 
Hull from basely aspersing them in his attempt 
to vindicate his conduct *'The bands of 
savages,** wrote the General, " which had then 
joined the British force, were numerous be- 
yond any former example. Their numbers 
have since increased, and the history of the 
barbarians of the north of Europe does not 
funiish examples of more greedy violence than 
these savages have exhibited.** This passage 
must always reflect everlasting disgrace on 
him who penned it, as in no one American 
work on the war have we been able to discover 
an authenticated statement of the excesses 
imputed to the Indians by General UuIL 
There is very little doubt but that the fear of 
them, however, operated effectually on Gen. 



of his MAJcflty*d government, I do hereby announce 
to all the inhabitanits of the said territory, thai 
the laws heretofore in existence shall continue in 
force until his Majesty^s pleasure be known, or so 
long as tlie peace and safety of the said territory 
will admit thereof; and I do hereby also declare 
and make known to the paid inhabitants, that they 
shall bo protected in the full exercise and em- 
ployment of their religion, of which all penions, 
both civil and military, will take notice, and gov- 
ern themselves accordingly. 

All persons having in their possession, or having 
any knowledge of, any public property, shall 
forthwith deliver in the ftime, or give notice 
thereof, to the officer commanding, or to Lieat,- 
Colonel Nichol, who arc duly authorized to receive 
and give proper receipts for the same. 

Officers of militia will be held responsible, thai 
all arms in the posse.vu(m of militia-men be im- 
mediately given up, and all individuals whatever 
who have in their possession arms of any kind^ 
will give them up without delay. 

Given under my hand at Detroit^ this 16th day 
of August, 1812, and in the 52d year of his Ua^ 
jesty*s reign, 

Isaac BnocK, Mttjor-Gencnll. 
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Hull, an<1 produced in a great measure the 
surrender of Detroit, as in another part of his 
official despatch he thus expresses hun- 
self: — **It was impossible, in the nature of 
things, that an army could have been furnished 
with the necessary supplies of provisions, 
military stores, clothing, and comfort for the 
sick, on pack-horses through a wilderness of 
two hundred miles, filled with hostile savages " 
The GeneraPsi fears for the safety of his troops 
certainly here got the better of his judgment, 
as he goes on. ** It was impossible. Sir, that 
•this little army, worn down by fatigue and 
Bickncf s, by wounds and deaths, could have 
supported itself against not only the collected 
force of all the Northern Nations of Indians, 
but against (save the mark !) the united fokce 
of Upper Canada, whose population consists 
of more than twenty times the number con- 
tained in the territory of Michigan, (as if the 
Geneml had depended for his defence on the 
Michigan Militia) aided by the principal part 
of the regular forces of the Province." 

Our readers are in a position to judge of 
the truth of this part of the statement 1 he 
General by way of climax arrays also against 
him and his devoted army '* the whole in- 
fluence of the north-west and other trading 
establishments among the Indians, which have 
in their employment and under their control 

MOKB THAN TWO THOUSAND WBITB MEN. We 

will close this portion of our subject with an 
extract from one of General Brock*8 letters to 
his brothers, which shows pretty clearly the 
real secret of his success : — " Some say nothing 
could be more desperate than the measure ; 
but I answer that the state of the Province 
admitted of nothing but desperate remedies. 
— I got possession of the letters my antago- 
nist addressed to the Secretary at War, and 
also of the skktiments wnicH hundreds of bis 
ARMY uttered to their friends, — evident des- 
pondency prevailed throughout. I crossed 
the river contrary to the opinion of Colonel 
Proctor ; it is, therefore, no wonder that envy 
should attribute to good fortune what, in jus- 
tice to my own discernment, I must say pro- 
ceeded from a cool calculation of the pours et 

The first and greatest effect was at once to 
F4R;pt produced on release Canadians of all 

Oiiuiduinii b) the«e au- 

bnped r»r sacc«i«e«. fcars of invason, and to 



suggest to them that the frontiers of Ohio, 
Pennsylvani.i, and Kentucky were now open 
to a retaliatory invasion, either by themselvea 
or their Indian allies. They were now taught 
how a conjunction of incidents, under Provid- 
ence, had occurred, which shortsighted man 
could not provide for or foresee. The boasted 
prospects of acquiring Canada, at least as far 
as the Niagara, had been frustrated and over- 
turned, and the whole Union as much aston- 
ished at the failure of their long-cherished 
plans, as if the mighty Niagara had changed 
its current and been thrown from Lake On- 
tario to Erie upwards, by earthquakes or other 
convulsive phenomena. Such was the revul- 
sion from overweening: confidence to utter 
amazement The effect, indee<I, produced 
throughout the Canadas by the fall of Detioit 
was as electrical as it was unexpected. It was 
the first enterprise in which the militia had 
been engaged, and its complete success not 
only imparted confidence to that bod\ , but it 
inspired the timid, fixed the waverers, and 
awed the few disaffected who might have been 
inhabitants of the Province. This victory, too^ 
at the very commencement of the campaign, 
produced the most beneficlAl results in at- 
taching yet more strongly to the British cause, 
the Indians of the west — many of whom, had re- 
verses overtaken the British arms, would have 
seceded from a cause which they conceived 
us too helpless to defend, or joined the Ame- 
rican standard. The tribes, also, and numerous 
they were, who were undecided which party 
to join, would have thrown their influence 
and numbers into the opposite scale. 

Fortunate, indeed, was it for Canada, that 
to a General of such energy and decision as 
Brock, had been entrusted the defence of the 
Province, and by the capture of Detroit he 
may fairly and deservedl}' be called the saviour 
of Canada. Had this decisive blow not been 
struck, both the Canadas must have passed 
under the yoke of the United States, and cut 
off, as they were, during six months of the 
year by ice, from all European assistance, they 
would, in all probability, have become integral 
portions of that country. To General Brock 
it may be ascribed that Canada was not only 
not conquered, but not even injured, and that 
a delay of nearly a year was, at least, ensured 
ere another invading force could be organised 
from the same quarter. The effect produced 
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in the lower Province, alKO,wa» not lew marked, 
and the arrival at Montreal of Qeneral Hull 
and the regulars of the American n-gular 
• arm}', as prisonerF of war, did not full to pro- 
duce a marked and beneficial result. We 
subjoin a hhorl account oFihe evtnt : — 

**MoNTKKALf September 12. 

** Last Sunday evening the iiilmbitnnta of tliis 
city were gratified with an exhibition equally novel 
and interesting. 

** That Gen. Hull should have entered into our 
city 00 soon, at the head of hii* troopis rather ex- 
ceeded our expectations. We wen», however, 
▼err happy to see him, and received hhn with all 
the honors due to his high raiilc and importance 
aa a public character. The following particular^ 
relative to bis journey and reception at Montreal, 
may not be unintereating to our readers :— 

** Tt appears that General IJulland suite, accom- 
panied by about 25 oflBcera and S50 soldiers, left 
Kingston, under an e^icort of 130 men, comman- 
ded by Mt^or Ueathcote,oi the Newfoundland regi- 
ment. At Cornwall, the escort was met by Capt 
Gray, of the Quartennnater-Gcnurara depNrtnieiit, 
who took charge of the priaonera of war, and from 
thence proceeded with them to La Chine, where 
Ihcy arrived about two o'clock on Sunday after- 
noon. At La Chine, Captaiiie Richardeon and 
Ogilvic, with their companiea of Montreal militia, 
and a company of the Khig's from Lower Chine, 
oommanded by Captain Blackmore, formed the es- 
cort till they were met by Colonel Aulcyo, with 
the remainder of the flank companies of the mili- 
iia, upon which Captain Btackmore's conipnny fell 
out and presented aimi aa the General and line 
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pissied, and then returned to La CIdne, leaving 
the prisoners of wiir to be guarded by the UiHithi 
itk)nc. The line of march then proceeded to the 
town In the following onier, rht : 

'* 1. Band of the King'a regiment 

" 2. The first diviskin ot theeaoort. 

*' 8. General Hull in a carriage, accompanied 
by CHptain Gray. Captahi Hull and Major Shek- 
k'ton fuUnwed hi the second, and some wounded 
officers occupied four others. 

** 4. The American officers. 

**6. The non-comndasioned officers and sd- 
dters. 

6. The aecond division of tlie escort. 

It unfortunately proved rather lateln the eren* 
ing for the vast ctmcourse of spectators asaembled 
to experience the gratification they fo aniii^ualy 
looked for. T-liis inconvenience was, however, in 
a great measure remedied by the illuminations of 
the streets through which the line of march paased. 
When they arrived at the Generars house, the 
General was conducted in, and presented to hb 
Excellency Sir George Prcvost, and was received 
with the greatcat politeness, and invited to take 
up his icsidence there duruig his stay at Mod* 
treal. The General appears to be about nxij 
years of age, and is a good lookitig man, and we 
are ii.fbnncd by his friends that he is a 
man of general information. He ia communica- 
tive, and seems to bear hU misfortunes with a 
degree of philosophical resignatk>n that but few 
men in similar circumstances are gifted with. On 
Thursdny Inst General Hull, with eight American 
oflicers, left this city for the United States, oo 
thwir parole.^ 
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CHAPTER V. 



CONTENTS. 

Naval encounters at sea — General remarks on. — 
First objects of the War ; chase ot Belvidera ; 
escape of English hoiaeward-bouud fleet of 
West Indiamen. — Manning of American fleet, 
as compared with that of the British. — Captain 
Porter^s inhumaa treatment of an English 
sailor.— Firdt consequences of the meeting of 
unequal forces ; loss of the Guerrit^re ; Frolic 
and Wasp; Macedonian and United States; 
Java and Constitution, December 29th. — Effect 
of these successes on the American people. — 
Medsures adopted by the British Government. 
— American list of captures made. — American 
President's Message, November 4. 

The failure of all the military movements 

Navai wicouiitcr. at unilertakcn, so far, by the 
•ea.geuerai rpMiark* on. Americans was, in some 

degree, balanced by the unexpected success 
which attended their operations on an element 
which had long been the scene of triumph to 
their opponents — wo may advisedly use the 
expression *■ sccnc,^ as the sea had hitherto been 
the stage on which tho triumphs of British 
prowess had been most brilliantly represented. 
In entering, however, on a contest with Ame- 
rican sailors, bone of their bone and sinew of 
their sinew, the British Government appear 
to have lost sight of the fact, that the strength 
of the United States navy consisted of a few 
frigates, of scantling and armament correspon- 
ding to their own seventy-fours, and that, by 
their own well understood regulations, every 
single-decked vessel was bound to engage any 
single-decked vessel of the enemy, nominally 
of her own class, however superior, in reality, 
in tonnage, guns and crew ; — another impor- 
tant fact also, must not bo lost sight of, that 
the American vessels were manned by sailors, 
jnany of whom, unfortimately, were British, 
while many more had been trained in the 
service. For many years previous to | 
6 



the declaration of war, America had been 
decoying men from British vessels by every 
artful scheme, so that the captains of American 
vessels had to pick their complement not only 
from amongst men of their own nation, but 
Mom a numerous body also of foreign sea- 
men. The constitution also of the body of 
American marines was wholly different from 
the British. 

In the United States every man may learn to 
shoot, every man may be a marksman. To 
collect these expert marksmen oflBcers were 
sent into the western parts of the Union, and 
to complete still farther their efficiency, a 
marine barrack was established near Washing* 
ton, from which depot the American ships 
were regularly supplied. There was another 
point in which the British were found, as com- 
pared with dieir opponents, very deficient — 
gunnery, — nor was this entirely the fault of 
the commanders of H. M. ships, as the Admi- 
ralty instructions, which they were bound to 
obey, restricted them, during the first six 
months after the ship received her armament, 
from expending more shots per month* than 
amounted to one-third in number of her upper- 
deck guns, and after these six months had 
expired, they were to use only half the quan- 
tity. The disastrous consequences of this dis- 
couragement of the expenditure of powder and 
shot will be apparent, as we shall have to bring 
forward in quick succession, instances that will 
show how much the British navy suffered by 
inattention to this most essential point in war, 
the proper handling of the weapons by which 
it was to be waged. 

We have boldly made the assertion that 
the American frigates were of the scantling of 
seventy-fours, and a few explanatory remarks 
win show the correctness of the statement 



* Vide Jamea' Naval History, part 8. 
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Id 1794, an English shipwright,* Mr. Joshua 
Humphreys, resident at Philadelphia, gave in 
estimates of the cost of building three seventy 
four gun ships, to measure sixteen hundred 
and twenty tons, American measurement, 
about seventeen hundred and fifty English. 
Before, however, the keels ofthese vessels had 
been much more than laid, Mr. Jay*8 treaty 
restored the amicable relations between En- 
gland and America, and it was resolved to 
convert the vessels, begun as seventy-fours, 
into frigates. This -was done by contracting 
the breadth about three feet and a half, and 
not connecting the quarter-deck and forecastle, 
so as to give in reality only one continuous 
tier of guns, — thus were these seventy-fours 
converted into enormous sixty-two gun frigates. 
A frigate, the Constellation, begun at the same 
time, and originally intended to class as a for- 
ty-four, was in a nmila/r manner reduced to 
the rate of a thirty-six. It appears from the 
estimates rendered to Congress that the ori- 
ginal intention had been to construct two 
forty-fours and a thirty-six ; but, by the 
new arrangement it was confidently expected 
that the sphere of utility ofthese vessels would 
be widely extended ** It was expected (vide 
estimates) from this alteration, that they would 
possess in an eminent degree, the advantages 
of sailing, that separately they would be supe- 
rior to any single European frigate of the same 
rate and of the usual dimensions; that if 
assailed by superior force, they would be 
always able to lead a-head ; that they could 
never be obliged to go into action but on their 
own terms, except in a calm; and that in 
heavy weather they would be capable of en- 
gaging double-decked ships." These were 
the principal advantages contemplated in thus 
rating vessels of this heavy scantling as forty- 
four gun frigates. Having thils shown that in 
designating these ** line of battle ships in dis- 
guise " by their true titles we have not greatly 
erred, we shall add a few remarks on the Con- 
stellation, nominally a thirty-six gun frigate. 
** Even here (says James) was a frigate more 
than equal to any French or English frigate of 
the largest class, carrying long eighteen-poun- 
ders, and, be it remembered, in the year 181 1, 
France did not own any, and England only 
three firigates (ComwalliB, Inde&tigable, and 



• Vide James, part 8, page 2. 



Endymion) that carried long twenty-four- 
pounders.'' The Constellation was a sister 
frigate to the Chesapeake, and ** had ports for 
mounting on her two broadsides (vide James) 
fifty-four guns." Had the Americans, pos- 
sessed no stronger frigates than the heaviest 
of these,Europeans would not have been so sur- 
feited with tales of American naval prowess. 
An object of paramount importance to the 
First ohjecw of the Americans was, the cap- 

-SiaS^of X'aS *^"^ ^^ ^^^ homeward 
home«-ard boand fleet bound West India fleet 

ofWestindiamen. j ^ . .« ' 

supposed to be on the 
coast, and known to be under the convoy of 
but one thirty-six gun frigate, and a sloop of 
war. This fleet had left Jamaica on the 20th 
May, and had passed Havanna on the 4th 
June, at 8, a. m. : on the 28rd {five days after 
the declaration of war) the American Com- 
modore spoke a brig, and ascertained that, 
four days previous, in lat 86** long. 67*, 
the Jamaica fleet had been seen, steering to 
the eastward. In that direction he immediately 
proceeded, and, at 6, a.m., that day made out 
a large sail to the northward and eastward, 
standing directly towards them. This was the 
British thirty-six gun frigate, Belvidera, Capt 
Byron, then on the look-out to intercept a 
French privateer schooner, hourly expected 
from New London. Capt Bjrron having a few 
days before, spoken a New York pilot boat, 
and ascertained what was likely to happen, 
finding his private signals unanswered, and 
coupling this circumstance with the efibrts 
of the Americans to close, was no longer 
in doubt as to the hostile intentions of 
the approaching squadron, and immediately 
tacked and made all sail, hoisting his colors. 
The American squadron did the same, the two 
commanders .displaying their broad pennants? 
and, by signal, the frigates and the sloops 
hauled to the wind in chase. For twelve hours 
the chase was continued, during which time 
the Belvidera kept up a steady stem fire, 
firing upwards of three hundred round shot 
from her two cabin eighteen pounders. 
Commodore Rodgers, in the President, the 
leading frigate of the squadron, finding himself 
by this time three miles astern, shortened sail. 
The Belvidera suffered only fh>m the fire of 
the President, (as the shot of the Congress, the 
only other veflsel that got up, all fell short,) and 
her lofls amounted to two killed, and twenty 
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two wounded, the greater part slightly. Ac- 
cording to the American ofBciol account, the 
Pr««dent lost altogether, two midship men anil 
one marine killed, tho commodore, one licii- 
tenant, one lieutenant of marines, three mid- 
■faipmen, and twelve seamen wounded. Thin 
■lone was a high price to pay for the day'.- 
amuBement, but this was not alt, rb the home- 
ward bound fleet, through CapL Byron'sjudg- 
- ment in leading the American squadron, sr; 
long a dance, arrived safely on the aSni 
August, in the Downs, Com Rodgers only 
fallingin with a fleet, not of ships, but,ofcocoii 
nuts, orange peel, tc To complete his mis- 
fortunes, the scurry broke out among ihu 
men, and thus conferred an additional valuer 
on the oranges and lemons that were known 
to be in such profiuiDn in the much coveted 
vessels. 

It had been intended that the frigate Essex 
Minninnof AmtricTiii should have formed pan 
ibuorthcBTiiiib. of Commodore Rodger^ 

squadron, but she could not be got ready iri 
time; the complement of this vessel, ac 
acknowledged by Capt Porter, was threi' 
fanndred and twenty-eight men. Another con- 
fession was also made by Capt Porter, (ont: 
for which his government did not thank him), 
that, out of his three hundred and twenty- 
Hght men, there were but eleven landsmen 
To tboac cognizant of the material from whicL 
the complement of a British ship is made up, 
this admission must appearmost extraordinary, 
and establishes the very important fact that, 
no paion were spared by the Americans to 
■end their vessels to sea equipped and nianneil 
in the most complete way. We will now show 
the importance that was attached to the re- 
tention ofBritish seamen on board the American 
■hips of war, andthiashouldbeheld in remem- 
brance by all who desire to judge Gurly of 
those encoimtcTa bet ween BritiMh and American 
■hips, of which we are now about to htffo the 
■oconnt. 

We give, on the authority of Ifr. Jame^ 
Capuia rm.>H in. **" Mowing sUtement 
honui inauHDi sf u which shows, If true, 
^^ and wa would hardly 

■o p poiB that Hr. James would l%b(ly ad- 
Taooe BO grave a charge ; the bubarooB 
■Htoc to irtiidi an AsMrino oficar oonU 
rwwt, to pndrit ■ mtin «t InghDd Ut 



I refusing to become a trailer to his country : — 
I" A New York newspaper, of June 27th, 1813, 
.contains the following as the substance of ths 
formal deposition of the victim of Capt. Por- 
ter's unmanly treatment The deposition 
states.tliat John Eiving was bom in Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, England ; that he has resided 
witliin the United States, but has never been 
naturaliEcd ; that, on the 14lh October, 1611, 
he entered on board the Essex, and Joined her 
at Norfolk; that CapUin Porter, on the 2Sth 
June, 1813, caused all hands to be piped on 
deck, to take the oath of allegiance to tlw 
United States, and give them to nnderstand, 
that any man who did not choose to do ao 
should be discharged ; that, when deponent 
heard his name called, he told the Oaptaui 
that, being a British subject, he must refUM 
taking the oath ; on which the captain spok* 
to the petty offlccrK, and told them they must 
pass sentence upon him ; tliat they then put 
him into the launch which lay alongside the 
frigate, and there poured a bucket of tar over 
him, and then laid on a quantity of feathers 
having first stripped him naked from tlw 
waist ; that they then rowed him ashore^ 
stem foremost ^nd landed him ; that he wan- 
dcred about from street to street 'n this con- 
dition, until a Mr- Ford took him into his shop, 
to save him fhim the crowd then beginning 
to gather; that he staid thereuntil the police 
magistrate took him away, and put him into 
the city prison for protection, where he waa 
cleansed and clothed. None of the citizena 
molested him or insulted him." He says he 
gave as an additional reason to the Captain 
why he did not choose to Qght against hii 
'country, that, if he should be taken prisoner, 
he would certainly be hung. This, as we re- 
marked above, if true, U a signiflcant fact, 
and shows the importance attached to the re- 
tenUon of a good seaman. So much has been 
already written on the way in which British 
vessels are manned, that it is almost nnnecea- 
Mwy to remark, that there was no great eaoM 
Tor wonder that, seduced by promiiies of high 
pay, good seamen should enter the American 
service, and flght desperately; espedallj: 
with a noose dangling from the fbreyard am 
ever before their eye when in dght of a British 
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First ct.nwquencei. of of thc (lifltTCnCC of sizC 

the luteiin^ ''>" "»;<i!;ai ^nd armament of Ame- 

forct-s. XJOM ol toe uu- 

ernere. rican Tcssels, and of un- 

der\ aluing their opponents' strength, was ex- 
perienced by the frigate Guenithrc, com- 
manded by Captain Dacres, which, on August 
19th, lat. 40*=> 2U* N. and long. 53" W , was 
brought to action by the American frigate 
Constitution, Captain lIuIL 

The respective force is thus officially stated, 
— Ouerriere forty-eight guns, throwing one 
thousand and thiity-four pounds of shot: 
crew, two hundred and forty four : tons, one 
thousand and ninety-two ; — Constitution fifty- 
gix guns, throwing iiftcen hundred and thirty- 
six pounds of shot : crew, four hundred and 
•ixty : tons, fifteen hundred and thirty -eight 
Even this statement will fail to convey an 
adequate idea of the real inequality that 
existed between the vessels, as it should be 
also borne in mind that the Guerriere was on 
her return from a long cruise with furemast 
and bowsprit sprung, and in absolute need of 
the refit for which she was then hastening to 
Halifax* 

The Constitution was seventeen days from 
port, and in all respscts as well prepared for 
an engagement as the greatest care could 
make her. At half-past four the frigates came 
to close quarters, and by half-past six the 
unequal contest was ended by Capt. Dacrcs 
lowering his flag, the Guerriere being, by 
this time, an unmanageable wreck, rolling her 
main deck guns under, with her three masts 
gone by the board. 

No imputation can bo attached to Capt. 
Dacres on this occasion, he fought and handled 
his ship well, and he with his crew yielded 
«nly to the irresistible superiority of physical 



• " The Guerriere bad nearly expended, not only 
her water and provisionf), but her boatswain's and 
carpenter's stores ; ber gunner's stores were 
also deficient; what remained of her powder, 
from damp and long keeping, was greatly reduced 
In strength ; her bowsprit was badly sprung, 
her mainmast, from having been struck by light- 
ning, in a tottering state, and her hull, from age 
and length of service, scarcely seaworthy. No one 
lien will deny that this rencontre was rather unfortu- 
nate ; in fact, such was the state of general decay 
in which the Guerri^re,at this time, was, that, had 
the frigate gone into Portsmouth or Plymouth, 
she would, in all probability, have been disarmed 
and broken up.'* 



strength. So heavy indeed had been the fire* 
that after removing the ofiBccrs and crew it 

* Sir, — I am sorry to inform you of the capture 
of His MajcPty*8 late ship Guerrii^re. by the Amer- 
ican frigate Constitution, after a severe action on 
the 19th August, in lat 40deg. 20 mhiutesN. and 
long. 56 deg. W. At 2 P. M. being by the wind 
on the star-board tack, we saw a sail on our weath- 
er beam, bearing down on us. At 3, made her 
out to be a man-of-war, beat to quarters and pre- 
pared for action. At 4, she closing fust, wore to 
prevent her raking us. At ten minutes past 4, 
iioitited our colors and fired several shot at her : 
at twenty minutes past 4, she hoisted her colors 
and returned our fire, wore several times to avoid 
being raked, exchanging broad^des. At 5, she 
closed on our starboard beam, both keeping up a 
heavy fire and steering free, his intention being 
evidently to cross our bow. At 20 minutes past 
6, our niizen-mast went over the star-board quar- 
ter, and brought the ship up in the wind ; the 
enemy then placed himself on our larboard bow, 
raking us, a few only of our bow guns bearing, and 
his grape and riflemen sweeping our deck. At 
forty minutes past 6, the ship not answering her 
helm, he attempted to lay us on board ; at this 
time Mr. Grant, who commanded the forecastle, 
was carried below badly wounded. I immediately 
ordered the marines and boarders from the main 
deck ; thc master was at this time shot through 
the knee, and I received a severe wound in the 
back. Lieut. King was leading the boarder?, when 
the ship coming too, wo brought some of our bow 
guns to bear on her, and bad got clear of our op- 
ponent, when at twenty minutes past 6, our fore 
and mainmast went over the side, leaving the ship 
a perfect unmanageable wreck. Thc frigate shoot- 
ing ahead I was in hopes to clear the wreck, and 
get the ship under command to renew the action, 
but just as we had cleared the wreck, our sprit sail 
yard went, and thc enemy having rove new bra- 
ces, &c., wore round within pistol shot, to rake us, 
the ship lying in the trough of the sea, and rolling 
her main deck guns under water, and all attempts 
to get her before the wind being fruitless, when 
calling my few remaining officers together, they 
were all of opinion that any further resistance 
would only be a needless waste of lives, I ordered, 
though reluctantly, the colors to be struck. 

The loss of the ship is to be ascribed to the early 
fall of her main-most, which enabled our opponent 
to choose his position. I am sorry to say, we suf- 
fered considerably in killed and wounded, and 
mostly while she lay on our bow, from her grape 
and musquetry; in all, fifteen killed and sixty- 
three wounded, many of them severely ; none of 
the wounded officers quitted the deck until the 
firing ceased. 

The frigate proved to be the United States' ship 
Constitution, of thirty 24-pounders on her main 
deck and twenty-four d2-pounder8, and two 18*8 
on her upper deck, and 476 men: her loss in com- 
parison with ours is trifling, about twenty : the 
first lieutenant of marines and eight killed ; the 
first lieutenant and master of the ship, and eleven 
men wounded; her lower masts badly wounded, 
and stem much shattered, and very much cat up 
about the rigging, 
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was found by the captors impossible to keep 
this, their first naval trophy, afloat, and the 
Guerriere was accordinj^ly set on fire and 
blown up. This must have been the more 
mortifying, as this ship had been made par- 
ticularly obnoxious to the Americans, although 
the causes of quarrel arose before Capt. Dacres 
joined and while Capt. Pechcll commanded 
her, still it was the same ship, and most ac- 
ceptable would her acquisition as a trophy 
have been. It is not unworthy of remark, 
that on board of the GuerriSre, at the time of 
this engagement, there were ten American 
seamen who had for a number of years be- 
longed to her ; but as the declaration of war 
by the United States was not known at the 

The Guerriere was so cut up, that all attempts 
to get her in would have been useless. As soon 
as the wounded were got out of her, they set her 
on fire ; and I feel it ray duty to state, that the 
conduct of Captain Hull and his officers to our 
men, has been that of a brave enemy, the greatest 
care being taken to prevent our men losing the 
smallest trifle, and the greatest attention being 
paid to the wounded, who, through the attention 
and skill of Mr. Irvine, the surgeon, I hope will do 
well. 

I hope, though success has not crowned our ef- 
forts, you will not think it presumptuous in me to 
say, the greatest credit is due to the officera and 
ship's company for their exertiouH, particularly 
when exposed to the heavy raking fire of the 
enemy. I feel particularly obliged for the exer- 
tions of lieut. Kent, who, thougli wounded early 
by a splinter, continued to assist me ; in the second 
lieutenant the service has suffered a severe loss; 
Mr. Scott, the master, though wounded, whs par- 
ticularly attentive, and used every exertion in 
clearing the wreck, as did the warrant ofUcers. — 
lieutenant NichoU of the royal marines, and his 
party, supported the honorable character of their 
corp-<, and they suffered severely. I must recom- 
mend Mr. Shaw, master's mate, who commanded 
the foremast main deck guns in the absence o! 
lieutenant Pullman, and the whole after the full of 
lieutenant Ready, to your protection, he having 
received a severe contusion from a splinter. I 
muH point out Mr. (larby, acting purser, to your 
notice, who volunteered his services on deck, and 
commanded the after quarter-deck guns, and was 
particularly active, as well as Mr. Bannister, mid- 
shipman. I hope, in considering the circumstan- 
ces, you will think tlieship entrusted to my cliarge, 
properly defended — the unfortunate loss of our 
roasts, the absence of the third lieutenant, second 
lieutenant of marines, throe midshipmen and 
twenty-four men, considerably weakened our crew, 
and we only mustered at quarters two hundred 
and forty-four men, on coming into action ; the 
enemv had such an advanta;'e from his marines 
and riflemen, when close, and his superior sailing 
enabled him to cfioose his distance. 

I enclose herewith a list of killed and wounded 
on board the Guerriere, 



time of her sailing, no opportunity of course 
had since that period offered itself for dis- 
charging them. Capt. Dacrcp, however, con- 
ceiving it to be unjust in the extreme, to 
compel them to fight against their countrymen, 
ordered thera to quit their quarters and go 
below. This conduct contrasts most favorably 
with the attempts made by Capt. Hull and 
his officers to inveigle the crew of the Guerriere 
and induce them to turn traitors. One of the 
means resorted to was to keep his prisoners 
manacled and chained to the deck during the 
night and the greater part of the djiy. 

The reason assigned by Capt Hull for thui 
unusual severity was, that there were so many 
of his own crew who considered thcGuerriere^s 
men as their countrymen, (and who felt, as 
well they might, some degree of shame at their 
own fallen state), he was apprehensive the two 
bodies united would overpower him and the 
Americans, and carry the Constitution to 
Halifax. The more probable reason seems to 
have been to render the prospect of liberty the 
more alluring to those who would turn traitors. 
CapL Hull calculated, it may be supposed, 
that any whom he could persuade to enter, 
would fight in the most desperate manner, 
rather than be taken and turned over to their 
former commanders, from whom they could 
only expect to receive a certain and well 
merited fate. Capt Dacres boars testimony, 
in other respects, to Capt. IIull's treatment of 
himself and crew, and the care that was taken 
to prevent their losing the smallest trifle. 

The author of the Aiuorican " N«aval His- 
tory,*' Mr. Clark, remarks thus upon the Gu- 
crriere's capture : — *' It appeared in evidence 
on the court martial, that many Englishmen 
were on board the Constitution, and that many 
of these were leading men, or captains of guns.** 
The officers of the Guerriere knew some of 
them personally. One had been captain of 
the forecastle in tlie Eurydice, another had 
been in the Achille at Trafalgar, and the third 
lieutenant was an Irishman, named Read. In 
the latter end of 1816, a register of ofucers 
and others, military and naval, in the service 
of the United vStates, was issued from the 
Washington press, prepared by a resolution 
of Conp^css. Affixed to the list of names in 
this official document, is one column headed 
" State or country where born." Turning to 
this column, in the naval department, wc find. 
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as we descend in the list, the blanks in the 
column of " where born** increase amazingly. 
Of Ihe superior oflRcers, only three captains — 
Shaw, Patterson, and Orichton — were ashamed 
to name their birth-place. Of one hundred 
and sixty lieutenants, five appear to have been 
British; but seventeen, all English or Iiish 
names have blanks after them. Of twenty 
boatswains, four were born in the United 
States; the rest nowhere. Of eighty-three 
sailing-masters, fifteen had no birthplace ; and 
eight appear to be British. Of twenty-five 
gunners, three appear to have been bom in 
the United States; and out of thirty-three 
carpenters and master-mates, five only could 
be found to fill up the blank with the term 
" American.'' The blanks in the list of able 
seamen increase surprisingly. This, however, 
is not to be wondered at, when we consider 
Captain Brenton's statement : — " It was said, 
and there is no reason to doubt the fact, that 
there were two hundred British seamen on 
board the Constitution." 

After this analysis, Mr. Clark's remarks on 
the capture of the Querri^re can be taken at 
their value — " It has manifested the genuine 
worth of the American tar, which has enabled 
Lim to meet under disadvantageous circum- 
stances (save the mark), and to derive glory 
from the encounter, the naval heroes of a na- 
tion which has so long ruled the waves." 

We have been thus particular in dwelling 
on all the circumstances connected with the 
capture of the Guerri^re, as with few excep- 
tions the same disparity of force prevailed and 
the same remarks apply. That the American 
successes were unexpected, is apparent from 
the instructions given to the oflicers in com- 
mand of the vessels about to leave port, and, 
in fact, the first capture of an English by an 
American vessel was made, if not in direct 
breach of orders, at least contrary to the cal- 
culations of the Navy Department, and had 
not Uull put to sea before his countermand 
reached Boston, he certainly would not have 
made his capture of the Guerriere, nor is it 
probable that any capture would have been 
made at all, if we may judge from the tone of 
the following communications : — 

"Naval Department, Washington, 
18th June, 1812. 

" Sir, — This day war has been declared be- 
tween the United Empire of Great Britain, 



Ireland, and their dependencies, and the Uni- 
ted States of America, and their territories, 
and you are, with the force under your com- 
mand, entitled to every belligerent right to 
atttack and capture, and to defend. You will 
use the utmost despatch to reach New York, 
after you have made up your complement of 
men, &c., at Annapolis. In your way from 
thence, you will not fail to notice the British 
flag, should it present itself. I am informed 
that the Belvidera is on our coast, but you 
will not understand me as impelling you to 
battle previously to your having confidence in 
your crew, unless attacked, or with a reasona. 
ble prospect of success, of which you are to 
be, at your discretion, the judge. You are to 
reply to this, and inform me of your progress. 

" P. Hamilton. 

" Capt. Hull, U. S. Frigate Constitution." 

This discouraging and, considered with im- 
mediate result8,somewhat pusillanimous order, 
was soon followed by another of the same 
tenor, as follows : — 

"Navy Department, 8rd July, 1812. 

" Sib, — As soon as the Constitution is ready 
for sea, you will weigh anchor and proceed to 
New York. 

" If, on your way thither, you should fall in 
with an enemy's vessel, you will be guided in 
your proceeding by your own judgment, bear- 
ing in mind, however, that you are not volun- 
tarily to encounter a force superior to your 
own. On your arrival at New York, you will 
report yourself to Commodore Rodgers. If he 
should not be in that port, you will remain 
there untill further orders. 

" P. Hamilton." 

The Constitution, on her way to New York 
was chased by a British squadron and pre- 
vented from getting into that port, so that her 
stealing to sea from Boston, into which she 
had been driven, and her encounter with the 
Guerriere was purely accidental and in contra- 
vention of orders, for even after his escape into 
Boston, a new order was despatched : — 
" Navy Department, 29th July, 1812. 

" Sir, — Your letter of the 20th instant, just 
received, has relieved me from much anxiety. 

" I am truly happy to hear of your safety. 
Remain at Boston until further orders. 

" P. Hamilton." 

Before receiving this order Capt. Hull had 
put to sea and escaped the doom, which his 



HISTORY Of THE WAR OF 1813. 



71 



affirrghted Qovernment had prepared fbrhiu 
— to be laid up in port 

A second action, tending to augment I1l< 

FtoUc wid Witp, confidence of American!. i[ 
themselves, took place on the I6lh Octotxr 
between H. H. brig Frolic, CapUin Whinyat' s 
and the United S atea sloop of war Wa8]> 
Caplain Jones. , 

The Frolic wastheconToy ofthc homewir 
bound fleet from the Baj of Hondurati, a:i 
was repairing the damages her raafits and sail 
received in a violent gale on the night of tli 
16th, in lai SC north. Ion. 64°, in which s}i 
bad carried awaj lier main-yard, sprung lie 
main-topraast, and lost both her topsails, nhi' 
a vessel was made out which immediate! 
gave chace to the convoy. 

Although in the crippled state above men 
tioned. Captain Whinyatcsdetonninedtosav 
llJB convoy, and a close and spirited actitii 
ensued, which was maintwned until the bri; 
became, from ber previous shattered condi 
tion, unmanageable. Tho Wasp taking adva ti 
tage of this shot ahead, and raked the Prolii: 
which was unable to bring a gun to bear. S'l 
now fell with her bowsprit between the mail 
and miEen rigging of the enemy, and wn' 
then -immediately carried by boarding, nfteriii: 
action of an hour's duration. Such was tin 
obstinacy with which she had been dcfendi'l 
that, on the Americans taking posseNsion oi 
their prize, but three officers and the mim 
at the wheel were found alive on the deck. 
In this dreadful conflict the British loss vaf 
thirty killed, and between forty and filly wouii. 
ded. The ve^cls were nearly equal in point 
of strength, both as regarded guns and men, 
knd her previous crippled state alone brouglil 
on this disastrous and speedy issue. On tlu' 
»ltcmoon of the same day H.M. ship Poiclierp, 
■evenly-four guns, fi-ll in with and captun.>il 
both vessels, sending them into Bermuii;i. 
Congress awarded to Captain Jones a gold 
medal, to his officers a silver one, and to tin 
crew generally, twenty-four thousand dollar^, 
in testimony of their gallnntry in capturing n 
British vessel of superior force. This may \il 
accounted for, as Captain Jones in his ofllcli] 
despatch, gave llie Frolic two eitra guns, an 1 
judiciously said nothing of her previous ilki 
blod stale. The render may, however, ju<i(,'i 
in what the superior force consisted from tlik' 
Mal«menthere given :—'Froli<;^broadaide gun n. 



nine, throwing two hundred and dzty-two 
pounds of shot, with two twelve-ponnder 
I- carronadeti, — crew, |(iinety-two, — size, three 
I . hundred and eighty-four tons. Wasp, broad- 
, sida, nine guns, throwing two hundred and 
I, ' siity-eight pounds of shot, with two hraaa 
.. four-pounders,— <rew, one hundred and thir- 
j ty-flve, — site, four hundred and thirty-four 
,] tons. Nearly matched as these vessels were, 
ft the superiority if anything leaning towards 
,~, the side of Wasp, yet the usual exaggerations 
,^ j of American officers made it a victory over » 
r \ superior force. 

^^ ' Seven days after this aOair, on the 26th of 
.- j MsMdnnim, mat October, in laL SB" north, 
UmieUSaiM.' |on. 2S'' 80' west, the thir- 

_ I ty-eight gun frigate Uacodonian, Captain Car- 
I den, fell in with and brought to action tha 
^ J U. S. fiigats, United States, Commodore 
,. Decatur. The action tasted for upwards of 
^ i two hours, wben,withoDe hundred ahot in her 
I hull, several of them between wind and water, 
, I her mizen mast gone by the board, main and 
, I fore topmasts shot away by tho cap, her main 
^ I yard in the slings, two remaining lower masts 
^ j badly injured, and but few guns effective, the 
Ma ccdooian surrendered. Of her complement 
^ I of two hundred and filty-four men, deducting 
I eight foreigners who refused to fight, thirty- 
p , six were killed and aity-eight wounded. 
, < Commodore Decatur, in hia official de- 
spatches, makes very light of the damage done 
to hia vessel ; either in loss of men or injuries 
to hull or rigging, reporting only five killed 
and six wounded, ('aptain Garden, however, 
represents that the United States "was 
I pumped out every watch till her arrival in 
port, Irom the effects of shot received between 
wind and water, and that two eighteen poun- 
I dcrs had passed through her mainmast in a 
I horizontal line." There is very little doubt, 
' also, from what may be gathered from his ac- 
I count, but that these numbers were very far 
from representing the actual loss ia killed and 
wounded. 

The comparative force of the two combat- 
ants may bo with correclness stated as ful- 
lows; — Macedonian — weight of broadside, fiva 
hundred and Iwcnty-cight pounds; crew, two 
' hundred acid fifty-four ; size, one thousand and 
I eighty-one tons. United States — broadside, 
I weight of metal, eight hundred tnd sixty- 
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four pounds ; crew, four hundred and seventy- 
four; size, fifteen hundred and thirty-three 
tons. James mentions, a^ong other proofs, 
that a large proportion of (he United States' 
crew were British ; the following fact, — "One 
of the officers' servants, a young lad from 
London, named William Hcarne, actually 
found among the hostile crew his own brother! 
This hardened traitor, afler reviling the Brit- 
ish, and applauding the American service, 
used the influence of seniority in trying to 
persuade his brother to enter the latter. The 
honorable youth, with tears in his eyes, re- 
plied : * If you are a rascal, that's no 



reason I should be one.' " Mr. James alleges 
.that several of the Macedonian's men recog- 
nized their old shipmates ; and " Captain Car- 
den," says Marshall, "observing * Victory' 
' painted on the ship's side over one part, and 
* Nelson' over another, asked Commodore De- 
catur the reason of so strange an anomaly ; 
he answered, * the men belonging to those 
guns served many years with Lord Nelson, 
and in the Victory, and they claim the privi- 
lege of using the illustrious names in the way 
you have seen.' " The Commodore also de- 
clared, according to the same authority, pub- 
licly, that there were but few seamen in his ship, 
who had not served from twelve to fifteen 
years in a British man-of-war. After reading 
this, the reader will naturally like to know 
what the register, which has been already so 
useful to us, says of the birthplace of Com- 
modore Decatur. This authority assigns, as 
might be expected, a birthplace, not quite so 
far north as Captain Hull's, to the Commo- 
dore — Maryland. 

On the arrival of Decatur, with his prize, at 
New York, the Macedonian was purchased by 
the American Government, and was rated as 
a thirty-six gun frigate, of which class she 
was the smallest ship. The same ungenerous 
system of tampering with the prisoners, that 
prevailed in the case of the Gucrri^r?, was 
carried on by the Commodore and officers of 
the United States, and in order that his at- 
tempts might be unrestricted by the presence 
of the Macedonian's officers, they were sent on 
shore on parole. The officers, however, be- 
coming acquainted with the honorable schemes 
of the American officer, returned on board. 

AVe look in vain in Commodore Decatur's 
official communications for any admission 



that he had conquered a vessel of inferior 
force. This confession would certainly have 
been honest, but, then, it would have inter- 
fered with the Act of Congress of 28th Juno 
1798, which provided that, "if a vessel of supe- 
rior or equal force shall be captured by a 
public armed vessel of the United States, the 
forfeiture shall accrue wholly to the captors," 
Two hundred thousand dollars, the valuation 
of the prizes, was accordingly paid over to the 
American commander and his crew. The 
verdict of the court-marshall, puts the conduct 
of Captain Carden and his crew, beyond ques- 
tion — the substance of the sentence is as fol- 
lows: — "Having most strictly investigated 
every circumstance, and examined the diffe- 
rent officers, and ship's company ; and having 
very deliberately and maturely weighed and 
considered the whole, and every part thereof, 
the Court does most honorably acquit Cap^ 
Carden, the officers and crew." 

Great were the rejoicings throughout the 
Union, at their third naval victory, especially 
as it was the first of which the fruits had been 
secured, — and the arrival of the colors of the 
Macedonian at Washington was attended 
with illuminations and a public and most bril- 
liant fdte. The press, loo, teemed with such 
rhapsodies as the one of which we give a spe- 



cimen.* Had a faithful statement of the com- 

* With unutterable pleasure we record another 
most gallant naval achievement — a thing without 
precedent or parallel — an action sui geneHty 
unique, incomparable — a British frijjate dismasted 
and compelled to surrender in seventeen miitutes^ 
with 106 of her crew, one-third of her number, 
killed and wounded, by a vessel but little her 
superior in force — by a new people, unused to the 
horrid business of war ; by strangers to the thun- 
der ot cannon. 

We are lost in astonishment at the effect of 
Decatur s fire — no wonder tliat the jHriton* 
thought he was enveloped in flames, and rejoiced, 
giving three cheers. Weak mortals! — they had 
yet to learn the great activity of iJecatur'tt youth- 
ful crew, anil feel the power of the vengeance- 
charrjed guns of the Uiiited Stafrft. 

Tiius it was with //w//, with Porter, with Jbr»^«, 
and with ChaunceiL on the lake. Everv shot had 
its private c'onHnis>ion to revenge a private wrong 
— some la^hing at the gan^-way of a British ves- 
sel of war — some privation of food for refusing to 
labor for "his Majesty" — some personal indig- 
nity which imperious i>'r//o/Nvknow so well to give 
to " Yankee rancals." 

The gallant 7?ot7</^r«, unsuccessful, vexes the 
deep. Like the bold bald eagle of his country, 
he darts over the region of wutors in search of his 
enemy : groaning in spirit that the foe is not nigh. 



HISTORY OF THE WAR OP 1813. 



rs 



parattve force of the two vessels, been blazoned 
on the walls of that festive hall, we scarcely 
think that there would have been found cause 
for such extravagant demonstrations of joy, or 
room, on the part of the press, for such vain- 
glorious paragraphs. Justice dnd truth would 
rather have awakened a feeling of admiration, 
at the bravery with which British sailors had 
contended against such unequal and fearful 
odds. 

Another action, the result of which was 

Jara and Cor.i.tiin- ^ven more disastrous to 
tioii, December :{9ih. the British, yet remains 

to be chronicled, before closing the list of 
Daval battles, for the year, on the ocean. 

The Java, Captain Lambert, on her outward- 
bound voyage to the East Indies, with a num- 
ber of passengers on board, besides a large 
body of recruits, on the 29th December, some 
forty miles from St Salvador, in lat 18** N. 
and long. 3C° W., encountered, and was cap- 
tured by, the American frigate Constitution. 
•* The Java," according to Commodore Bain- 
bridge's testimony, in a letter to a friend, 
bearing date January 29th, 1813, **was ex- 
ceedingly well fought Poor Lambert, who 
died, six days after the action, was a distin- 
guished and gallant officer." 

One can hardly credit that so much indif- 
ference could have been manifested by Gov- 
ernment, as was shown in the case of prepar- 
ing the Java for a voyage, in which the 
chances were so great that an enemy's vessel 
would be encountered. A little of the pre- 
vious history of the Java will, however, place 

But the time will come when ho shall reap a rich 
harvest of glory. 

Bninbridgey in the Con»tUution^ with the sloop 
Hornet^ comiManded by the excellent Laicrcnce^ 
was near the middle of the Atlantic, hunting 
British frigate?, at the date of our last accounts 
from him. 

Porter^ in the little frigate E^wx i."*, — wo know 
not where ; bnt doubtless desirous of paying his 
respects to Sir James Yeo, of the Southampton ; 
who, dubfted a knight by a king, wants to be 
drubbed into a gontlemjin by a Porter ; and wo 
venture to say that if they meet, the knight will 
get a lesson on pood manners. 

The Comttdlation^ Captain Stetoarit wil! soon 
be ttt sea, to claim her poition of the laurels; and 
the ^'l'^/?/M frigate, nearly titteil out at Washing- 
ton ci» y, will bring to the recollection of our aged 
patriots the ardent zeal that distinguished her 
namfmke in '* the times that tried men's souls." 
— yiUs' ^Veeklt/ liegiater* 



the affair pretty clearly before the reader. 
The late French frigate Renomraee, newly 
christened the Java, was under orders to carry 
out to Bombay the newly appointed Governor, 
Licutenant-General Hislop, and suite, with a 
number of supernumeraries, — Marine Society 
boys. Finding, on joining, that out of a com- 
plement of two hundred and ninety-two, the 
whole number of petty officers and men, 
who had ever trod a deck or been pre- 
sent at an action, amounted to less than 
fifty. Captain I^ambert loudly remonstrated 
against the inefficiency of such a ship's com- 
pany. The only reply was, that a voyage to 
the East Indies and back would make sailors 
of them. It was in vain to urge the matter 
further, but as some slight amendment to the 
Java's crew,eight men were allowed to volun- 
teer. Manned in this way, with sixty Irish- 
men, who had never smelt salt water, except 
in crossing the channel — the rest of her com- 
plement made up from prison ships. Captain 
Lambert was despatched to sea. Is there 
room for wonder that with such a crew be 
and his vessel should have succumbed to a 
superior, unprej.ared as he was for a contest 
even with an equal, force ? The great cause 
for astonishnment is that, with such a crew, 
the Java should have maintained a fight from 
a little past two till six, and that the co- 
lors should have been lowered from the 
stump of the mizen mast only when the Con- 
stitution had taken up a raking position 
athwart the bows of her then defenceless an- 
tagonist The Java lost her masts and bow- 
sprit, had upwards of twenty guns disabled, 
her boats shot to pieces, and her hull so 
shattered, that it was found nccess;iry to 
bum her. Twenty-two were killed, and ninety- 
two wounded on board the Java, in this mur- 
derous conflict; and the American loss, though 
trifling in comparison, was yet severe — ten 
killed and forty-eight wounded. This victory 
added no glory to the American flag, as, with 
the same difference of force as in the instancy 
of the Guerri^re, the crew, although nomin- 
ally stronger, was in reality not half as eflTcc- 
tive ; indeed, Mr. James remarks on this head : 
" The Constitution captured the Java cer- 
tiinly, but in so discreditable a manner that, 
had the latter been manned with a well trained 
crew of three hundred and twent}' men, no 
doubt remains in our mind, and wc have con- 
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sidered the subject seriously, that, notwith- 
standing her vast superiority of force, the 
American frigate must either have succumbed 
or have fled." According to the same author, 
" the manner in which the Java's men were 
treated by the American officers, reflects upon 
the latter the greatest disgrace." One object, 
however, the Constitution's officers missed by 
their cruelty in manacling and pillaging their 
poor captives — three only of the Java's crew 
entered, while the remainder, jail birds though 
many of them were, treated with contempt 
their reiterated promises of high pay, rich 
land, and liberty. 

The verdict of the court martial held on the 
surviving officers and crew of the Java was, 
that **the action was maintained with zeal, 
ability, and bravery," and the compliment 
paid to Lieut Chads, who commanded after 
Captain Lambert's fidl, a very high one. Rear 
Admiral Thorn was the president, and, return- 
ing Lieutenant Chads his sword, he thus ad- 
dressed him — **I have much satisfaction in 
returning you your sword. Had you been an 
officer who had served in comparative obscur- 
ity all your life, and never before heard of, 
your conduct on the present occasion has been 
sufficient to establish your character as a brave, 
skilful, and attentive officer." We think it 
but justice to bring these facts forward, to en- 
able those who may have seen only American 
accounts of the war, to come to a more correct 
conclusion respecting the events we have been 
just detailing. Wo cannot forbear quoting 
from James a short account of the reception 
of Commodore Bainbridge by the citizens of 
Boston : — 

" At this moment our eyes light upon a pas- 
sage in a book before us, giving an account of 
the reception of Commodore Bainbridge by the 
citizens of Boston, and we cannot resist the 
temptation of placing it before the British pub- 
lic * On the following Thursday (that suc- 
ceeding the frigate's arrival,) Commodore Bain- 
bridge landed at the long wharf from the 
frigate Constitution, amidst acclamations, and 
roaring of cannon from the shore. All the way 
from the end of the pier to the Exchange cof- 
fee-house, was decorated with colours and 
streamers. In State street they were strung 
across from the opposite buildings, while the 
windows and balconies of the houses were 
filled with ladies, and the tops of the houses 



were covered with spectators, and an immense 
crowd filled the streets, so as to render it dif- 
ficult for the military escort to march. The 
commodore was distinguished by his noble 
figure, and his walking uncovered. On his 
right hand was the veteran Commodore 
Rodgers, and on his left Brigadier-general 
Welles ; then followed the brave Captain Hull, 
Colonel Blake, and a number of officers and 
citizens ; but the crowd was so immense that 
it was difficult to keep the order of procession* 
The band of music in the balcony of the State 
Bank and the music of the New-England 
guards, had a fine efiect" Here was a com- 
pliment to the British navy 1 

There is very little doubt but that the efiect 

Effect of these sue- of these four actions on 
JJ^J°"^« ^°*'"**" the American mind was 
most important, as the successive triumphs 
gave a tone and character to a war hitherto 
decidedly unpopular with the moderate portion 
of the community, and imparted a still greater 
confidence to the war party, already far from 
deficient in the language of pretension and 
vain glorious boasting. 

The tone, even, of the National Intelli' 
genccr, previously moderate, if not pacific, was 
at once altered, and the repeal of the orders in 
Council, simple and unconditional as it vras, 
now failed to satisfy American demagogues, 
*Hhe American flag was now to secure all 
that sailed under it." 

This was a bold attitude to assume towards 
a nation whose seamen had beaten, in succes- 
sion, every power in Europe into a confession 
of their superiority, more especially when we 
reflect that the Americans were to the full as 
much astonished as were the English at the un- 
expected aspect which naval events had now 
assumed. The various orders from Washington 
to the Commanders make this sufficiently ap- 
parent, and supply a more correct index to the 
reality of American expectations than do the 
vapourings of a few individuals, who prepared a 
highly seasoned dish of self-glorification for a 
public by no means unwilling to swallow the 
regale seasoned for the national taste. 

" No one" says one Historian* *' can com- 
pare the official accounts without acknowledg- 
ing that accident or fortune had little to do 
with these battles, which were like nearly all 

♦ Ingenoll. 
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the other naval engagements throughout the 
war, AFTER England had time to recover from 
her surprise, and endeavour to imitate or excel 
her antagonist More extensive or more nu- 
merous battles would add little to the creden- 
tials of the few gained." 

This last paragraph is a fortunate admission, 
as but few laurels were added to the American 
naval wreath after the first year, and as 
the American Navy disappeared nearly 
altogether from the ocean when the British 
Government awoke, at length, from their delu- 
sion, and adopted such measures as they 
should have done at the beginning of the war. 

We have just given a full account, not only 

Meanurc. adopted by ©^ ^^^ exploits, but of the 

the Briiuh Governmenu force in tons, men, and 
guns, of the American forty-fours, and we will 
now,, as far as lies in our power, point out the 
steps that were taken by the British Admi- 
ralty, to put a stop to their further successes. 

Three of the small class seventy-fours, the 
Majestic, Goliath, and Saturn, were cut down, 
and thus armed : The first deck battery of 
twenty-eight long thirty-two-pounders was 
retained, but in lieu of twenty-eight long 
eighteens* on the second deck, an equal num- 
ber of forty-two-pound carronades were car- 
ried, with two long twelve-pounders as chase 
guns ; this, with a complement of four hundred 
and ninety-four men and boys, was judged a 
fair match for the American, nominally, forty- 
fours ; as, however, no glory could have ac- 
crued from the capture of an American forty- 
four, by what would have been styled a seven- 
ty-four in disguise, the policy or utility of this 
measure may be, and has been, very much 
doubted. 

Besides the completion of these three razees, 
two vessels were built to answer the same 
purposes. They also merit a few remarks 
which we will take from James : — 

"The Leander was constructed of pitch- 
pine, from a draught prepared by Sir Wil- 
liam Rule, the ingenious architect of the 
Caledonia, and Diany other fine ships in 
the British navy; and the Newcastle was 
constructed of the same light wood, from the 
draught of M. Louis-Charles Barrallier, then 
an assistant surveyor under Sir William, but 
now the principal naval architect for the French 
at Toulon. The first of these ships measured 



1572, the other 1556 tons ; and they were both 
constructed of very thin and inadequate scant* 
ling. The establishment of each ship was 30 
long 24-pounders on the first or * upper' 
deck, and 26 carronades 42-pounders, and two, 
afterwards increased to four, long 24-pounder8 
on the second or * spar* deck ; total, at first 
58, then 60 guns, with a net complement of 
480 men and boys. The Leander and Newcas- 
tle, therefore, in the disposition of their guns, 
perfectly agreed with the cut-down 74s ; and 
yet they were officially registered as * frigates,' 
but, by way of salvo for their anomalous 
structure * with spar decks,* was superadded. 
If, by ' frigate,' is meant a ship with a sin- 
gle battery-deck from stem to stem, is it not a 
sufificient stretch of the term, to apply it to a 
vessel that has two additional short decks, 
upon which are mounted nearly as many guns 
as she carries on her whole deck ? But must 
a ship, having two whole decks, upon each of 
which an equal number of guns is mounted, be 
called a single-docked vessel? And yet, in 
official language, the Leander lind Newcastle 
are not two-decked ships, otherwise their lower 
battery-deck would not be called their upper 
deck, nor their upper, their spar deck ; neither 
would their depth of hold be measured from 
the deck below the first battery-deck, nor the 
length of the same deck be registered as the 
* length of gun-deck.' These are the only 
points, in which these frigates with spar decks 
difier from the cut-down 74s, and from the 56 
and 54 gun ships already mentioned. 

The command of the Leander was given 
to Captain Sir George Rolph Collier, and the 
command of the Newcastle, to Captain Lord 
George Stuart Great difficulty was experi- 
enced in getting these two ships manned ; and 
certainly the crew of the Leander, after it was 
obtained, was a very indifferent one, contain- 
ing, besides many old and weakly men, an un- 
usually large proportion of boys. This inef- 
fectiveness of the Leander's crew has recently 
been contradicted ; but we allude to the period 
of the shi'j's arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

" We were then on board the Leander sev- 
eral times, and not only witnessed the quality 
of her crew, but heard the officers complain, as 
well they might, of their great inferiority in 
that respect to the ships against which they 
1 were expected to contend. 
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" When she quitted Spithead, for Halifax, 
the Lcander was so lumbered with stores, that 
the ship would scarcely have made the voyage, 
had she not received a refit in Cork ; and even 
then it was fortunate, much as wjis to be ex- 
pected from her captain and officers, that the 
Leandcr did not encounter one of the Ame- 
rican 44s. 

•* Another ship, of the same force in guns, 
and nearly so in men, as the Leander and New- 
castle, was produced by raising upon the 
Akbar, formerly a teak -built Indiaman, and 
more recently known as the 44-gun frigate 
Cornwallis. The Akbar proved a very indif- 
ferent cruiser, sailing heavily, and rolling to 
such a degree, that she was constantly carry- 
ing away or springing her masts. The ship 
actually stowed 450 tons of water ; while the 
Caledonia, a ship of double her measurement, 
coald not stow more than 421 tons. The 
Akbar has since been converted to the only 
purpose for which, and carrying a cargo, she 
was ever adapted, a troop-ship. 

" If it was deemed necessary to build or 
equip ships to oppose the large American 
frigates in fair combat, they should have been 
frigates, and two-decked ships like the Lcander 
Newcastle, and Akbar. There was a frigate 
laid down in the year 1813, which would have 
answered every purpose ; but, after the draught 
of the Java had been prepared as that of a 
regular frigate, to carry 52 guns, the pen of 
authority filled up the gangway with a barri- 
cade and a row of ports, and hence the Java 
was built as a 60-gun two-decked ship, similar 
to the Newcastle and Leandcr. If the Amer- 
ican frigates, of 15*33 tons, could not carry 
with ease, their gangway guns, and the two 
last-named British 60-gun ships, averaging 
1501: tors, found some inconvenience in car- 
rying theirs, how could it be expected that the 
Java, of 1458 tons, could bear the eight addi- 
tional guns ordered for her?" 

Besides these two anomalous classes of fri- 
gates, the cut down seventy-fours, and the 
fifty ; a few ships were constructed to which 
the name of frigates was really applicable. 
Two fine ftigates were then afloat, but one 
carried a broadside of only twenty-six guns, 
while the forty-fours carried one of twenty- 
eight ; the proverb of *' L'an scottato ha paura 
de I'acqna calda"* is here applicable ; the Admi- 
• The burn child dfeads ihe fire. 



ralty had not scrupled to send out thirty- 
sixes, with instructions compelling them to 
bring to action any single-decked enemy's 
vessel, however superior ; but now they hesi- 
tated to send a fine vessel, nay two, for the 
Egyptienne was rejected also, though mount- 
ing the propter number of guns, because she 
was inferior to her expected adversary by one 
broadside gun. *The Firth, Liffey, Severn, 
Glasgow, and Liverpool were accordingly 
built, manned with a- complement of three 
hundred men and boys, and with an arma- 
ment of fifty guns — twenty-eight long twenty- 
four pounders, twenty carronades, thirty-two 
pounders, with two long nines. A new gun 
was also tried, and found to answer expecta- 
tions. Says James — ** The six-and-half feet 
thirty-three cwt twenty-four pounders not 
having been found heavy enough, some guns 
of the same calibre were constructed, fi*ora a 
foot to a foot-and-a-half longer, and weighing 
from forty to forty-three cwt" 

It is singular, that although American sloops 
were hunting for British frigates all over the 
ocean, as soon as the intention of arming Bri- 
tish frigates with such guns was promulgated, 
the Americans seem to have suddenly mislaid 
their orders for hunting down the British, and 
we accordingly find that the Java was the last 
British frigate they captured or brought to 
action, although not, as we shall hereafter 
see, the last they fell in with. 

Some of the minor classes of ships, must 
now receive our attention, as we shall soon 
have several cases to record, proving that the 
Americans were as keenly awake to "out- 
build the British in sloops," as they had out- 
witted them in their frigates. 

To whatever is classed under one head, 
people are disposed, and not unnaturally, to 
attach the notion also, of equality, so that when 
there does exist any difference, the stronger 
is sure to triumph over the weaker party, — 
while there always will be found many, whom 
it will be hard to convince that any disparity 
of force really existed : such is the difficulty of 
removing an impression once conveyed, and of 
substituting for it another. 

The Americans had built their new sloops^ 
the Peacock, Wasp, and Frolic, and to meet 
these on anything like equal terms, it was 
deemed necessary to build new vessels. What 
were considered equal terms by the Admiralty, 
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we shall now show. The English had in their 
possession, the late French corvette "Bonne 
Citoyenne," — a very fine vessel. After placing 
the force of the Bonne Citoyenne in juzta 
position with that of the Frolic, the reader 
will be able to judge how far the action of 
Government was judicious : Bonne Citoyenne 
— length of main deck, one hundred and 
twenty feet; breadth, thirty -one ftet; tons, 
five hundred and eleven ; guns, twenty ; men, 
one hundred and thirty-five. Frolic, length,one 
hundred and twenty feet : breadth, thirty-two 
feet; tons, five hundred and forty; guns, 
twenty-two ; men, one hundred and seventy- 
five. Now, surely the easiest mode of encoun- 
tering the Americans, would appear to have 
been, to have built vessels of sonie twenty-five 
tons burthen larger than the Bonne Citoyenne, 
and to have added thirty men, at least, to her 
complement The Lords of the Admiralty 
thought otherwise, so, as the surest means of 
producing the effect they desired to bring 
about, the vessels, built from the lines of the 
Bonne Citoyenne, were shortened five feet, 
and instead of increasing, the burthen was de- 
creased fifty-five tons, — two extra guns were 
put on board a smaller vessel, and to work the 
extra guns no extra men were considered 
necessary — the complement of one hundred 
and thirty-five being considered sufficient 
Sir Jos. Yorke had the merit of sending his im- 
proved vessels to sea — the improvement con- 
sisting in diminishing a vcssel^s capacity to 
carry, and at the same time increasing her 
armament Let us take Mr. James' testimony : 
" Scarcely were the twenty thirty -pounder 
carronades, and two long nines brought on 
board, than two of the cannonades were sent on 
shore again, as having no proper ports fitted 
to receive them — ^already the remaining twenty 
guns were too close together, to render the 
quarters sufficiently roomy. "With these, how- 
ever, the ships went to sea ; and they were 
soon found neither to sail well nor to work 
well. The utility of their stern chase ports, 
may be judged of when it is stated, that, owing 
to the narrowness of the ships at the stem, 
there was no room to work the tiller while the 
guns were pointed through the ports.*' 

Of this last discreditable oversight and its 
attendant consequences, we shall have to give 
hereafter a practical illustration. Fortunately 
for the credit of the Brtibh navy, and for the 



individual honor of the captains and crews of 
the new twenty-gun vessels, the press gave 
rather an exaggerated account of their force 
and size, and held them up to view as much 
more formidable than they really were. The 
consequence was that the Wasp, Froli';, Pea- 
cock, and Hornet avoided every three-masted 
man-of-war they saw. Relative to the boasting 
that took place in the case of the Uornet and 
Bonne Citoyenne, we shall now speak, and shall 
establish, with Mr. James' help, the fact that 
the behavior of the Americans on the occasion 
was nothing but braggadocio of the most 
despicable character.* 

♦While in tlie early part of December, 1812, 
the United States' trigate Constitution, Commo- 
dore Bainbridge, and 8hip-sloop Hornet, of eight- 
een 32-pounder carronaded and two long 1 2-pQun- 
derH, Captain James Lawrence, were waiting at 
St Salvador, to be joined by the Ets8ex, an occur- 
rence happened, which the characteristic cunning 
of Americana turned greatly to their advant^ige. 
In the middle of Novemlier the British 2u-gun 
ship Bonne-Citoyenne, of eighteen 32-puunder 
carronades and two long 9-pounders, Captain Pitt 
Barnaby Greene, having, while coming trom Rio- 
de-la-plate, witli half a million sterling on board, 
damaged herself greatly by running on shore, en- 
tered the port of St. Salvador, to land her cargo 
and be hove down. 

When the ship was keel-out, the two American 
ships arrived in the 'port. The American Consul 
and the two American commanders now laid their 
heads together to contrive something wliich, with- 
out any personal risk to any one of the three, 
should contribute to the renown of their common 
country. What so likely as a challenge to Capt. 
Greene ? It could not be accepted ; and then the 
refusal would be as good as a victory to Captain 
Lawrence. Accordingly, a challenge for the Uor- 
net to meet the Bonne-Citoyenne was offered by 
Captain Lawrence, through the American Consul, 
to the British consul, Mr. Frederick Landeman ; 
Commodore Bainbridge pledging his honour to be 
out of the way, or not to interfere. 

Without making the unpleasant avowal, that 
his government upon this occasion, bad reduced 
the vessel he commanded from a king's cruiser to 
a merchant-ship. Captain Greene transmitted, 
through the consular channel, an animated reply, 
refusing a meeting *' upon terms so manifestly ad- 
vantageous as those proposed by Commodore 
Bainbridge.*' Indeed, it would appear as if the 
commodore had purposely inserted the words, 
** or not interfering," lest Captain Greene, con- 
trary to his expectation, should accept the chal« 
lenge. For, had the two ships met by agreement, 
and engaged,the Constitution looked on without in- 
terfering, and the British ship been the conqueror, 
the pledge of honor, on the part of both Ameri- 
can commanders, would have been fulfilled ; and 
can any one for a moment imagine, that Commo- 
dore Bainbridge would have seen the Bonne-Cito- 
yenne carry ofif a United States' ship of war, with- 
out attempting her rescue ? It was more than 
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Before entering on the subject of the naval 
operations on the lakes, we shall proceed to 
give the American account of the haroc com- 
mitted on British commerce, through the in- 
strumentality of their cruisers, from the de- 
claration of war to the end of the year 1812. 
It will be amusing, as the anxiety of the 
Americans to magnify every little coasting 
vessel, captured among the West India islands, 
into a sloop of war or armed vessel, will be 
thus shown. 

According to the American account, from 

American list of ciH ^^« ^^^ of the declara- 
lures made. tion of war, 18th June, 

to the end of the year, three hundred and 
five prizes were taken by their privateers. 

It appears that of this number, sixty-eight 
ve^els mounted seven hundred and sixty- 
three guns, (nearly eleven guns each,) and 
that in specie alone, one million eight hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars was secured, in 

his head was worth. Where was the guarantee 
against re-capture, which always occompanieB a 
serious proposal of this sort, when a stronger 
force, belonging to either party, is to preserve a 
temporary neutrality ? The bait, therefore, did 
not take: the specie remained safe; and the 
American officers were obliged to content them- 
selves with all the benefit they could reap from 
making a boast of the drcumstance. This they 
did ; and, to the present hour, the refusal of the 
Bonne-Citoyenne to meet the Hornet, stands re- 
corded in the American naval archives, as a proof 
of the forroer^B dread, although the ** superior in 
force," of engaging the latter. The two ships, as 
has just been seen, were equal in guns, and not 
very unequal in crews ; the Hornet having 171 
men and two boys, the Bonne-Citoyenne, includ- 
ing 21 supernumeraries, 141 men and nine boys. 
But this inferiority was in a great degree compen- 
sated, by the pains which Captain Greene bad 
taken to teach his men the use of their guns. 

After the Constitution had sailed for Boston, 
the Hornet continued blockading the Bonne-Cito- 
yenne and her dollars, until the arrival, on the 
24th of January, of the British 74-gun ship Mon- 
tagu, Captain Manley Hall Dixon, bearing the flag 
of Rear- Admiral Manley Dixon. The American 
sloop, on being chased, ran for the harbor ; but 
night coming on, the Hornet wore, and, by stand- 
ing to the southward, dexterously evaded her 
pursuer. Escorted by the Montagu, the Bonne- 
Citoyenne, with her valuable cargo on board, put 
to sea on the 26th of January ; and on the 22nd 
of February, in latitude 6® 20^ south, longitude 
40 ® west, the rear-admiral left Captain Greene, 
to pursue his voyage alone. Sometime in the 
month of April, having stopped at Madeira by 
the way, the Bonne-Ciioyenne arrived in safety 
at Portsmouth. 

Could any scheme have been more cunningly de- 
Tised for acquiring credit at a cheap rate ? — ^Bd. 



twenty-one vessels, independent of the value 
of the crafts and cargoes. 

In looking over this long list, we find so 
many vessels of from four to eight hundred 
tons each, and described as laden with the 
most valuable cargoes, that we conceive we 
are very much under the mark in valuing the 
three hundred and five prizes, at ten thousand 
dollars each. This valuation, with the amount 
of specie and the value of the seven hundred 
and sixty-three guns, would thus give, even 
at our low estimate, a loss of over five millions 
of dollara To those who may remember the 
facts as they occurred, or who are otherwise 
conversant with our mercantile marine, the 
absurdity of this statement speaks for itself. 
It may, however, be as well to explain, for the 
benefit of the uninitiated, that the richest of 
these prizes, those represented as carrying 
the largest number, and the heaviest guns, 
were West Indiamen, principally homeward 
bound, and that, with some few exceptions, 
this class of vessels could not carry on deck 
anything heavier than a four or six-pounder, 
and of guns even of this calibre, few could 
bear more than four, six, or eight In the 
American account, the guns are nearly all put 
down as twelve or fourteen-pounders, some 
even as eighteen-pounders, which makes the 
exaggeration still more apparent. It was a 
conunon practice for these vessels to mount 
four or six guns, and to have a number of what 
were called " Quakers," that is wooden guns, 
and, no doubt, our Yankee brethren have, in 
their verdon, reckoned each one of these 
" Quakers " as a "bona fide long twelve. 

Not the least injury done was the depriving 
Great Britain of the services of so many sail- 
ors, for, according to this list, forty-five thou- 
sand seamen were captured during the first 
six months of the war. 

A brief notice of a few of the most remark- 
able of the captures, as chronicled in the 
American papers, will be amusing : — 

Louisa Ann, laden with molasses, captured 
by a boat from the Benjamin Franklin, priva- 
teer, with seven men, under the gum (and we 
presume, also under the fire,) qf a battery qf 
ttoelve eighteenrpounders. 

Ship Grenada, seven hundred tons burthen, 
eleven guns and thirty men, with schooner 
Shaddock, also armed, (with a complement, it 
may be prefomed, of at least twelve meoi) 
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both captured at the same time, by the Toung 
Eagle, of New York, one gun and forty-two 
men. 

Ship Hassan, fourfeen gans and twenty 
men, captured by the Tom Jones, three guns. 

Ship Osborne, ten guns, long eighteen- 
pounders, twenty-six men, five hundred tons, 
captured by the Teazer, two guns, and not 
thirty men. 

Brig Amelia, captured by the Mary Ann, 
one gun. 

These are some of the more prominent ex- 
aggerations, but the list is filled with such, 
and, unfortunately for their credit, the cord has 
been too tightly drawn by these veracious 
chroniclers, and the arrow has, consequently, 
over-shot the mark. 

In the case of the Hassan, for instance, who 
ever heard of a vessel carrying fourteen 
twelve- pounders intended to be used, and a 
complement of only twenty men I It would, 
however, be a waste of time to adduce further 
instances of the means resorted to, through- 
out the States, to blind the eyes of the public, 
and, under the smoke of the seven hundred 
and sixty-three guns, to conceal the real ruin 
that was fast approaching. A few individuals, 
like drawers of prizes in a lottery, were fortu- 
nate enough to realise largo fortunes by a 
series of lucky captures at the very commence- 
ment of the war; but very soon these prizes 
were exhausted, as we find by the 1 st of De- 
cember the lamentation that " it has not been 
our good fortune, latterly, to record the cap- 
ture of many prizes. This has not arisen 
from want of activity in our many privateers, 
but from the scarcity of the enemy's vessels. 
Several have cruised ten thousand miles with- 
out seeing an Englishman. Whether the Bri- 
tish Government is unable to furnish the 
needful convoys, or whether the commercial 
mind of the nation is panic-struck by the 
hardy exploits of our tars, and will not ven- 
ture forth, time will determine." 

We are not at all astonished at the commer- 
cial panic which at that time pervaded the 
nation — the thought, that half a dozen frigates, 
and as many brigs and sloops of war aided by 
privateers, (some only open boats, and others 
momiting only one gun,) had in four months 
effected what the united navies of France and 
Spain bad fidled to do, most have been indeed 
a hmnilkfing one to the Briton, and there is 



not much cause for wonder that the commer- 
cial energies of Great Britain were paralyzed. 
Five millions of dollars abstracted in five 
months. We only wonder that a national 
bankruptcy did not ensue. 

Before closing this history we trust we shall 
be able to make it apparent, on which nation 
the greater injury was wrought, and that, dur- 
ing the years 1818 and U4, while English ves* 
sels were in every sea, and while her flag 
waved triumphantly everywhere, the Ameri- 
can Marine, whether naval o^ommercial, was 
as effectually swept from the ocean, as if the 
besom of destruction had passed over it. 
Before closing the chapter a few short ex- 
American President', ^^^ts from Mr. Madison's 
Message, Nov. 4. speech will throw somo 

additional light on the motives which prompt- 
ed the American Government to prefer a war 
with England to one with France, even sup- 
posing that equal causes of complaint had ex- 
isted against both those nations. We give one 
very significant paragraph towards the end of 
the message : 

** The receipts into the Treasury, during the 
year ending on the 80th Sept. last, have ex- 
ceeded sixteen millions and a half of dollars, 
which have been suflBcient to defray all the 
demands on the Treasury to that day, includ- 
ing a necessary reimbursement of near three 
millions of the principal of the public debt In 
these receipts are included a losin of near eight 
million eight hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars received on account of the loans author- 
ized by the acts of the last session. The 
whole sum actually obtained on loan amount- 
ing to eleven milloins of dollars^ the residue 
of which being receivable subsequent to the 
20th Sept., will, together with the current 
revenue, enable us to defray all the expenses 
of this year." 

Here we have, at once, a very obvious reason 
for the choice made by the American Govern- 
ment We do not imagine that it was ever 
seriously contemplated that any prizes, taken 
could be an equivalent to the people, generally, 
for the certain drain on their resources which 
a war must inevitably entail, a list however of 
three hundred and odd prizes, with a certain 
amount of national glory acquired, backed, too, 
by nearly two millions of dollars in specie 
looked well on paper, and would not only fui^ 
nish the GoTemment with a Batis&ctory an* 
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swer to any outcry that might arise relative to 
increase of taxation, but would also render 
Mr. Madison's re-election to the Presidential 
chair pretty certain. 

It is amusing to note how lightly Mr. Madi- 
son touches on the military events that had 
taken place in the west The single sentence : 
"The expedition, nevertheless, terminated 
unfortunately," is deemed sufficient, and by 
way of accounting, we suppose, for the unfor- 
tunate failure, a long paragraph is introduced, 
relative to the ^tish availing themselves of 
the aid of their Indian allies. We cannot for- 
bear quoting the passage, as it will shew to 
what the chief magistrate of a powerful nation 
can stoop to serve a selfish end : — " A dis- 
tinguished feature in the operations which 
preceded and followed this adverse event, is 
the use made by the enemy of the merciless 
savages under their influence. Whilst the 
benevolent feeling of the United States invaria- 
bly recommended peace, and promoted civili 
cation amongst that wretched portion of the 
human race, and was malcing exertions to dis- 
tuade them from taking either aide in the war* 
the enemy has not scrupled to call to his aid 
their ruthless ferocity, armed ^ ith the instru- 
ments of carnage and torture, which are 
known to spare neither ago nor sex. In 
this outrage against the laws of honorable war, 
and against the feelings sacred to humanit3% 
the British commanders cannot resort to the 
plea of retaliation, for it is committed in the face 
of our example. They cannot mitigate it, by 
calling it a self-defence against men in arms, 
for it embraces the most shocking butchenes 
of defenceless families : nor can it be pretended 
that they are not answerable for the atrocities 
perpetrated, since the savages are employed 
with the knowledge, and even with menaces, 
that their fury could not be controlled. Such 
is the spectacle which the deputed authorities 
of a nation, boasting its religion and morality, 
have not been restrained from presenting to 
an enlightened age.'' 

This reads well, and no doubt impressed the 
American mind with a very sufficient and 
wholesome indignation against a people who, 
if they did not themselves perpetrate atrocities, 
could at least countenance and encourage them 
in their allies. But what are the facts of the 
case : — That it was notorious that the Ameri- 
cans exhausted every possible means to induce i 



the Indians to act as their allies, and that it 
was only on finding, that the memories of in- 
juries perpetrated and wrongs inflicted by the 
Americans, were too fresh in the recollection 
of the Indians and rankled too deeply for the 
wound to be easily forgotton, that the Ameri- 
cans began to inveigh against the British, for 
their deviation from the rules of "civilized 
warfare." 

Besides, we fearlessly challenge Americans 
to adduce the flagrant instances " of butch- 
eries against defenceless families," mentioned 
in the presidential address. 

The speech furnishes, also, another very 
convincing proof, that, in spite of all efibrts, 
the war had not, even then, become as popu- 
lar as generally represented by the American 
press : — 

" Among the incidents to the measures of 
the war, I am constrained to advert to the re- 
fusals of the governors of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut, to furnish the required detach- 
ments of militia towards the defence of the 
maritime fiontier. The refusal was founded 
on a novel and unfortunate exposition of the 
provision of the constitution relating to the 
militia. 

** It is obvious, that if the authority of the 
United States to call into service and command 
the militia for the public defence, can be thus 
frustrated, even in a case of declared war, and, 
of course, under apprehensions of invasion 
preceding war, they are not ons nation for the 
purpose most of all requiring it, and that the 
public safety may have no other resources 
than those large and permanent military estab- 
lishments which are forbidden by the princi- 
ples of our free government, and against the 
necessity of which the militia were meant to 
be a constitutional bulwark." 

It is apparent from the tenor of this, that 
fears were entertained, even after the publica- 
tion of the list of three hundred and five 
prizes, nearly eight hundred guns, and a large 
amount of specie, with any quantity of national 
glory added, that the Northerners might be 
found too ready to weigh the real value of 
these advantages against the certiun disburse- 
ments of dollars and cents. 

In short, there were fears that the North- 
erners could not be easily blinded as to the 
certain ruin which awaited them commeraallj; 
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CONTENTS. 

General Brock returns to York. — Complimen- 
tary and congratulatory letters received by 
General Brock ; Colonel Baynes' opinion of 
Gener.ll Hull. — General situation of affairs ; 
the effects of the armistice upon them. — The 
armistice, and the subsequent policy pursupd. 
— Arrival of Indians, as a reinforcement, at 
Detroit.— Capture of the '* Detroit" and " Ca- 
ledonia " by the Americans. — E"*capc of Gen. 

Brock. Expedition against Fort Wayne ; 

abandonment of enterprise. — Despatch of Sir 
George Prevost to Sir Isaac Brock. 

Aftkk having regulated, a.s far as circum- 

GenrraJ Brock relums Stances WOuld admit, all 

lo York. matters, civil* and mili- 

tary, in the west, General Brock hastened bis 

Note. — Such was General Brock's anxiety to 
return to the Niagara frontier, that, though unwil- 
lingly, he was obliged to leave some affairs of 
importance unsettled, as the following shows: — 

From Lieut. Col. Nichol^ Qiiartennaster- General 
of Militia^ to Major- General Brock. 

* I have just been informed by Colonel Proctor 
that he intends sending an express to-morrow to 
Fort George, which gives me an opportunity to 
forward a few printed copies of your proclama- 
tion, and to inform you that in order to carry it 
into effect, it has been found absolutely necessary 
to organize the civil government. Under exist- 
ing circumstances, I have advised Colonel Proctor 
to assume the administration until jour pleasure 
IB known, to which he has agreed, and the neces- 
sary arrangements consequent thereto have been 
adopted and promulgated. In Judge Woodward, 
who has been appointed secretary pro tem^ he 
will find an able coadjutor ; and as your object 
nn loubtedly was to tranquillize the public mind, 
and to give the inhabitants a proof of the moder- 
ation and beneTolence of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, 88 well as to ensure the due administration 
of the laws, I do not think a more judicious 
duMce oould have been made. In all the discus- 
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return to the Niagara frontier, leaving all the 
force he could spare at Detroit, under General 
Proctor, and on his way thither, while on his 
voyage across Lake Erie, in the schooner 
Chippewa, he received the first intelligence 
of the armistice, which Sir George Prevost 
and General Dearborn, the American com- 
mander, had concluded. This intelligence 
occasioned the deepest regret to General Brock, 
as his foresight enabled him at once to per^ 
coive that the plans, which he had been matu- 
ring for an attack on Sackett's Harbor, must 
now necessarily be abandoned. liis mortifi- 
cation must have been excessive at finding 
that the fruits of his successes in the west, 
which ho was now prepared to gather, would 
be thus, in all probability, lost 

Without joining in the outcry raised against 
I Sir George Prevost, this armistice deserves 
j serious consideration, as its operations tended 



sions which took place on this subject. Colonel 
Proctor did me the honour to consult me ; and 
I have no hesitation in saying, that I urged him 
to the step he has taken, of which I hope you 
will, as it is^only temporary, approve. It has 
not been in my power as yet to send a statement 
of all that we have captured, as the property is 
so scattered, but I hope to finish this week. 
We got upwards of £1,200 in money, and have 
sent down a hundred packs worth, I suppose, 
£1,600 more. I have reason to think the cap- 
tured property will not be much under £40,000. 
We have still 860 prisoners to ship off, but I 
hope to get rid of them in a few days. Public 
confidence seems to be partially restored ; busi- 
ness is again going on, and I hope that the coun- 
try will become perfectly quiet. 

I It is impossible for me to say when I shall get 
done here. I hope, however, it will not be long. 
I regret that we are not able to send you com- 
plete returns of everything; but the captured 
property is in so many different places, and so 

; scattered, that it cannot be done. 
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materially to strengthen and favor the future 
movements of the enemy, whilst the opportu- 
nity of making a decisive attack on the Ame- 
rican positions was thrown away. General 
Brock was most desirous, ere the enemy should 
recover from the panic into which General 
Hull's catastrophe had thrown them, to profit, 
to the utmost, by vigorous and active move- 
ments ; but he now found himself compelled 
to remain inactive, whilst he felt that prompt 
measures alone could ensure ultimate success. 

The transport of the American stores,* ord- 
nance and provisions, of each of which they 
were much in want, not oeing prohibited by 
that armistice, was accordingly protected and 
facilitated by it on Lake Ontario, and along 
the Niagara frontier, beyond their most san- 
guine expectations. 

" Most fortunatelyt Hull's business was set- 
tled by capitulation before the armistice was 
known to him or to General Brock, for had it 
reached him in time, he, of course, would gladly 
have accepted it, to gain delay for the arrival 
of reinforcements, and a supply of provisions, 
from which would have resulted the salvation 
of his army, the prejudicial consequences 
whereof are incalculable ; for had a knowledge 
of it reached the Indian nations at that time, 
Buch a disgust and distrust must thereby have 
been excited, as could never have been re- 
moved ; and the first effects of which would, 
probably, have appeared in the immediate 
dispersion of the Indians, whose powerful and 
indispensable aid, at that early period of the 
contest, would have been totally lost to us. 
To the facts above stated I must add the ex- 
traordinary circumstance, that a staff-officer 
was sent express from Montreal to Upper 
Canada, to prevent General Brock from pro- 
ceeding to the Western District, but which 
most happily was prevented from takingeffect, 
J)y the extraordinary rapidity of the move- 
ments of that zealous and gallant officer, who 
had proceeded thither before the officer so 
Bent could reach him." 

. We are as little desirous of entering into a 
defence of Sir George Prcvost, as of making a 
case against him, but the above strikes us as 
scarcely fair, either to General Brock or to Sir 
George Prevost. In the first place, Veritas 

• Vide the letters of Veritas, 
t Ibid. 



makes use of the expression " to give delay 
for the arrival of reinforcements, and a supply 
of provisions," now we have already shewn in 
Col. Cass's letter to the Secretary at War, 
that General Hull's catastrophe was to be 
ascribed neither to the want of one nor the 
other, — "that we were far superior to the 
enemy, that upon any ordinary principle of 
calculation we would have defeated them, the 
wounded and indignant feelings of every man 
there will testify ;" again, " the state of our 
provisons has not generally been understood. 
On the day of surrender we had fifteen days 
provisions of every kind on hand. Of meat 
there was plenty in the country, and arrange- 
ments had been made for purchasing and 
grinding the flour. It was calculated we could 
readily procure three months provisions, inde- 
pendent of one hundred and fifty barrels of 
flour, and one thousand three hurdred head of 
cattle which had been forwaided from the 
State of Ohio, and which remained at the river 
Raisin under Captain Brush, within reach of 
the army." Now, these passages prove dis 
tinctly that General Brock's success was in no 
way attributable to the destitute state of his 
opponents, but was solely to be ascribed to 
his own energy and tactics. We do not think 
that Veritas mean^in any degree to lessen the 
credit duo to General Brock, on the contrary, 
his letters have all a direct tendency the other 
way ; but we do think that, in his anxiety to 
establish a strong case against Sir George 
Prevost, he has, inadvertently, strengthened 
the hands of General Hull's apologists. With 
respect to Sir George Prevost the case is still 
more unfair, he says, *' In short, military fore- 
sight, anticipation, or counteraction of possi- 
ble or probable movements or designs of the 
enemy, formed no part of Sir George's system 
of operations." Now, how was it possible for 
Sir George, hampered as he was by instruc- 
tions from the English ministry, to run coun- 
ter to the express orders he had received. 
What does Sir George say in his letter of 
August 80th to General Brock ? " The king's 
government having most unequivocally ex- 
pressed to me their desire to preserve peace 
with the United States, that they might, unin- 
terrupted, pursue, with the whole disposable 
force of the country, the vast interests com- 
mitted in Europe, I have endeavoured to be 
iDStramental in the accomplishment of thdr 
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▼iews ; but I consider it most fortunate that I 
have been enabled to do so without interfer- 
ing with your operations on the Detroit I am 
in hourly expectation of receiving from Gen. 
Dearborn intelligence respecting the reception 
of the proposed suspension of hostilities, in 
consequence of the revocation of the orders in 
Council, which are the plea for war on the part 
of the American Cabinet" » ♦ » "j con- 
sider the arrangement entered into by General 
Dearborn, with Colonel Baynes, requiring the 
confirmation of the President, to establish its 
sacredness." 

In his anxiety to criminate Sir George, 

Veritas is again unfair, for speaking of him, 

(page 20) he writes, " He was mainly a pas- 

aivo instrument at that time ; neither did he 

give any orders or impulse." * * * ♦ "In 

the whole of these events, all that he had to 

do was to reap the fruits of what others had 

done, and it would be supposed that all was 

owing to Sir George." When we come 

to consider the testimony of General Brookes 

biographer, his own nephew, we shall discover 

that whatever Sir George Prevost's immediate 

friends may have done, to Sir George himself, 

at all events, cannot be ascribed the desire of 

shining in borrowed plumage. Mr. F. Brock 

Tupper*8 evidence will prove this — "as we 

have already commented on Sir George Pre- 

YOst^s management of the war, and shall have 

occasionally to do so again, we oladlt give 

BIX CREDFT FOR THE VERY HANDSOME manner in 

which he spoke of Major General Brock, in his 

despatch to Lord Bathurst, one of His Majes- 

ty^s principal Secretaries of State, announcing 

Uie surrender of Detroit, and dated Montreal, 

26th August, 1812." 

The extracts from the despatch, however, 
will prove this still more effectually : — 

" It was under these circumstances, at this 
critical period, and when the enemy were be- 
ginning to consult their security by entrench- 
ing themselves, that General Brock entered 
Amherstburg with a reinforcement, which he 
was fortunately enabled to do on the 18th 
instant, without the smallest molestation,in con- 
sequence of our decided naval superiority on 
the lakes. To his active and intelligent mind, 
the advantages which his enemys*s situation 
afforded him over them, even with his very 
inferior force, were immediately apparent; 
and that he has not fiiiled most eiectually to 



avail himself of those favorable circumstances, 
your lordship will, I trust, be satisfied, from 
the letter w'hich I have the honor of trans- 
mitting. 

"Having thus brought to your lordship's 
view the different circumstanses which have 
led to the successful termination of the cam- 
paign in the western frontier of Upper Canada, 
I cannot withhold from Major General Brock 
the tribute of applause so justly due to him 
for his distinguished conduct on this occasion ; 
or omit to recommend him, through your 
lordship, to the favorable consideration of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, for the 
great ability and judgment with which he 
planne<l, and the promptitude, energy, and 
fortitude with which he has effected, the pre- 
servation of Upper Canada, with the sacrifice 
of so little British blood in accomplishing so 
important a service." 

This is scarcely the language which Sir 
George would have made use of had he been 
really desirous "to reap the fruits of what 
others had sown ;" that it had not that effect, 
at all events, is pretty plain from Lord Ba- 
thurst's reply:—" I have had the honor of 
receiving your despatch, dated the 26th Aug- 
ust, together with its enclosures from Major 
General Brock, and I lost no time in laying 
intelligence so important and satisfactory be. 
fore his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 

" I am commanded by his Royal Highness 
to take the earliest opportunity of conveying 
his approbation of the able, judicious, and 
DECISIVE conduct of Major General Brock, of 
the zeal and spirit manifested by Col. Proctor 
and the other officers, as well as of the intre- 
pidity of the troops under the command of 
Major General Brock. 

" By the united exertions of this little army, 
the enterprise of the Americans has been de- 
feated ; the territories of his Majesty in Upper 
Canada have been secured ; and on the ene- 
my's fort of Detroit, so important to that se- 
curity, the British standard has been happily 
pUced. 

" You will inform Major General Brock that 
his Royal Highness— taking into consideratioo 
all the difficulties by which he was surrounded^ 
from the time of the invasion of the province 
by the American army, under the oonmian4 
of General Hull, and the singular jtidgmenl^ 
skiU, firmness, and courage with whieh he 
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fennblcd to surmouDt Ibcm so cirucluBlly' — hiis 
beun pleased tu aiipoiot him bii extra Kniglii 
6f Ihe Most llouorable Order of the Bath." 

Tliiii prompt act[oD tnken bj the BriliKh 
Hinixtry in the recognition of whM was dut 
hy * grateful country, to ond nho had so waW 
knd ctllcicntly serrcd her, ehoutd exoitcrati 
Sir Goorge PrcTost from the imputstioti ol 
kttenipling to lesiwn General Brock's cl.iinis 
lo dirfiinciion, — »nd Tith respect to " tht 
Tacillntiiig inensurcfl pursued by him on nl, 
OccasionB," it should bo borne in mind that it 
is K most htuirdoua tiling for a coinmnndin^ 
officer to run counttir to in strur lions whL-ru 
the coiiriio of conduct lo be pursued vvus no 
expresgiy deHned. All that can be hoped fur, 
kt bj*i, in cnsu of succesii, is " not tu Ix! 
blanied," while, in the event of failure, sinv 
and certuin ruin must he the inevitable result. 

It is more thnn probable thftt when n-c 
cnnie to the consldcrnlion of the consequences 
of lilt; poliej- purjiiied by Sir Geoigu Prcvupt, 
wc slinl! lind auiplu grounds for n'grct thitt n 
diffLirt-nt course had not been uloptoil, but 
Uierc ia a wide difTeroncc between sci'.ing that 
a measure hna turned out a wrong one, and 
discovering the real parties to whom the blame 
■liould properly attach. The letters of Veritas 
abould, therefore, be cautiously receiTcd, as, 
although, they are moat Tstuablc from the 
fund of iofonnntion they contain; they are, 
OBTcrthelcKs, tinctured with a spice of party 
ibeling from which wo are, at this latter time, 
perhaps more free. 

The following note (see page 25) in refor- 
fCnce to the Editor of the Quebec Oazcltc, 
will show this pretty clearly ; — "This genlJe- 
man (the Editor of the Quebec Gazette) is 
now calling out for a truce or armistice, 
which would doubtless be very convenient for 
the pnrpose of his party, in order that the 
poison infused by his other false reprcsenU- 
tions, might take full effect, by withholding 
the antidote of truth ; but that cannot be, 
after such continued deceptions, and more 
ABpedally after the most impudent and two- 
per-cent doctrine, promulgated by that editor, 
wherein bo makes the approval of Sir George's 
measures, the criterion of loyalty; consc- 
qnently, by that rule, those who stirred them- 
■«lves most actively in the support of the 
iGoTcmmcnt during the war, and at its com- 



marchcd to suppress a 

ion striking at the vilals of our defence, are 
ro be litld as disloyal; and the insurgent* 
ivith (heir ttbcltcrs, at thnt lime, good mcD 
jiid true— for true it in, that moat of Ihe for- 
inur are non-aJiiresaccs, whilat all the latter 
are addressees." 

Amongst the various congratulatory letters 
Comriiincpiinty und addressed to General 
ihiuitI i,> ctii.'oL Brock, on Ibis occasion, 
Ivu'itm nf'* Ufii'f^ '^^ ^""''J select many 
"""■ that would tend to shoiT 

how uiifiiir it would be to aitsumc that aajr 
attempt had been made by Sir George Prevost 
10 pmiit by the deeds of another, or to deprive 
General Ifrock of any part of his fame. One^ 
however, will suffice, from the Chief Justice of 
Lo'.ver Guniidii, where Sir George Prevost's 
popularity was iJeserrcdly very great, and 
where hifl influence was doubtless most felt* 
(■"rom the whole tenor of those letters it is 
cnsy to perceive that credit was gitcn where 
due, and that General Bro^k wan not deprived 
of the g'ory he had so deservedly won. 

From a letter of Col, Bnynes to General 
Brock, it is apparent that General Hull inspir- 
ed a very different sort of feeling iniongst hia 
captors. CoL Baynes says, "Sir George baa 
consented to allow General Hull to return 
upon his parole, be is loud in his complaints 
against the Government at Washington, and 
the General thinks that his voice, in the gene- 
ral cry, may be attended with benericial effects, 
and has allowed him to return and enter the 
lists. General Hull appears to possess leas 
feeling and sense of shame than any man in his 
situation could be supposed to do. He seems 
to he perfectly satisfied wiih himself; is lavish 
of censure upon his Qovcmmenl, but appears 
to think that the most scrupulous cannot at- 
tach the slightest blame to his own immediate 
conduct at Detroit. The grounds upon which 
ho rests his defence are not, I fancy, well 
founded, for he told us that he had not, at 



*ln juur prchent aitiuniou, I am perJeetly sen- 
sible of jour occupations, and know that your 
lime ia precious, let I take theliberij toinlmde 
upon jou with my CDOgniluUtioDa upon tbe 
briliiani aucceei which bos aitended the tneuures 
which JOU have pureued with so much judgment 
in Upper Caoacta, and the thanki of an individual 
who feels tbe benefits which be, in conimon wllh 
every other subject of his n^eety in Briliah 
Amwisa, dtrivM from joor exerttoas. 
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Detroit, gunpowder for the service of one day. 
Sir George has since shewn him the return of 
the large supply found in the fort ; it did not 
create a blush, but he made no reply. He 
professes great surprise and admiration at the 
zeal and militar}' preparation that he has every 
where witnessed; that it was entirely unlookiMl 
for, and that he has no doubt that his frit'nd, 
General Dearborn, will sharu his fitc, if he lias 
the imprudence to follow his example, Hull 
seems cunning and unprincipled : how much 
reliance is to be placed on his professions, time 
will shew." 

Before entering on the consideration of the 
General siiiiatiou of armistice, it willbecxpc- 

affriir*. ihorilect^ ofihe 

anaisticc u[M>ii ihein. dient to cast a rapid 
glance at the general position of affairs in both 
Provinces, at that time, and to examine how far 
the enemy's plans were either promoted or im- 
peded thereby. 

On the confines of Lower Canada, large 
bodies of American troops were stationed, and 
each day was adding to their numbers, a des- 
cent upon Montreal by St John's and Odell- 
town being evidently the object in contempla- 
tion. At Niagara, and along the whole of that 
frontier, General Van Ranselaer was indefati- 
gable in his exertions and had already assemb- 
led so formidable a force as to afford serious 
grounds for apprehension ; on the part of (Jen. 
Brock, that an irruption, at no distant date, 
might be expected in thatquartcr. Furtherwest- 
ward General Harrison was actively employed 
in raising troops, and concentrating them 
about the river Raisin, near Detroit, with the 
intention of recapturing that position. Ac- 
cording to some American accounts the hopes 
of this officer were sanguine. General Arm- 
strong, aflcr noticing several desultory attacks, 
by the Kentucky and Ohio militia, against 
some Indian settlements, observes " such was 
the state of things on the western frontier, 
when the Government, having decided the 
rival pretensions of Generals Winchester and 
Harrison, vested in the latter the command of 
the army and district : with orders sufTiciently 
definite, as to the objects to be pursued, but 
entirely discretionary as to the time and mode 
of pursuing them." Availing himself of the 
latitude given by this new and increased au- 
thority, the General hastened to remodel his 
plan of campaigns and promptly rejecting his 



first proposal of recapturing Detroit by a coup 
(h main* he planned a march by three sepa- 
rate and distinct routes across the swampy and 
uninhabited region in his front to the rapids 
of the Miami — whence, after accumulating one 
million of rations for the troops, and forage for 
two thousand horses and oxen, he proposed 
marching rapidly on Brownstown, crossing the 
river Dctrnit, an^l before the commencement 
of winter, taking Maiden and recapturing the 
Michigan territory. 

Such was the position of afiairs along the 
whole frontier of both the Canadas ; and we 
will now proceed to show what were the 
effects of (according to Veritas) the deadly 
armistice entered into by Sir George Prevost 

The American conmiander-in-chicf. General 
„. . Dearborn, a short time 

The Armisiiee, mm 

ihe Kuiiscqueiii iK>hcy after the commencement 
''"""*^'^- of hostilities, fixed his 

quarters at Grccnbush, near Albany, where 
he had formed a military depot, '* with a 
view," says Christie, "of collecting an army 
to overawe Lower Canada, and, by preventing 
succours being sent to the upper province, 
afford General Hull every facility for the ac- 
complishment of his designs in that quarter." 
About the commencement of August he re- 
ceived despatches from Sir George Prevost, 
by the A«ljutant-Gcneral, Colonel Baynes, 
bearing a Hag of truce notifying the rej)eal of 
the orders in Council, information whereof 

♦ While acting in a subordinate capacity to 
Winchester, the Genornl had no doubt of being 
able, with a few mounted men, to re-take Detroit 
by a coup de main^ and was careful to inform the 
(Jovenunent of his plans and their i)raoticiibility. 
When, however, by means of this and other re- 
presentations, having the same object, he became 
commanding ofticer of the army and district, his 
views suddenly changed; the rapid and certain 
process of a coup (/<■ main was abandoned as hope- 
less, and one more systematic and imposing eub- 
stiluted for it, requiring as a preliminary to any 
direct movement on Maiden or Detroit, an accu- 
mulation of twelve months' provisions and forage, 
with carts, waggons, &c., to transport them from 
tlic place of deposit to the scene of action, or, in 
otlier words, the entire purchase of all surplus 
corn, flour or fodiler, oxen, horses, carts, wagsons, 
A:c., to be found within the state of Ohio ; and 
tliis at a time ('JJnd of October,) \\hen he says of 
tlie roads, *' to r{et supplies forward through a 
swampy wilderness of more tlian two hundred 
miles, in waggons, or on pack-horses, which are 
also to c^irry their own fod*ler, is absolutely im- 
possible."— J/cJ^tV* War ^ page 167. 
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had been transmitted to his Excellency from 
Halifax, by Mr. Foster, the late Minister in 
America. A proposition accompanying these 
as to the propriety of suspending hostilities, 
until the pleasure of the President of the 
United States should be known, was submitted 
to the American General, in the hope that 
this conciliatory measure, removing the alleged 
principal ground of difference between the two 
nations, would be met by a corresponding 
disposition on the part of the American Gov- 
ernment General Dearborn readily consented 
to an armistice (except as to General Hull, 
who, he said, acted under the immediate com- 
mands of the secretary-at-war), and forwarded 
the despatches to his Government, which, 
misconstructing this friendly proffer into a 
sense of weakness and of danger on the part 
of the British commander, and probably 
flushed with the prospect of subjugating Upper 
Canada, refused to ratify the armistice. 

We have already stated that the transport 
of American stores was much furthered by 
the operations of the annistice ; but it should 
bo remembered that it was equally in the 
power of the British to avail themselves of the 
time thus afforded them for preparation. S(ill it 
was clearly Sir George Prevost's duty to carry 
out by every means in his power the instruc- 
tions he had received from the British Gov- 
ernment, anl we do not see wliat other course 
he could have adopted. 

He availed himself of the very first oppor- 
tunity that offered to re-establish amicaV)le 
relations between the two countries. In short, 
he advised the American Government that 
they had now no cause to allege for a continu- 
ance of hostilities, ina'^much as all the griev- 
ances of which they coinj)luincd had been re- 
moved, lie, therefore, in furtherance of his 
instructions, proposed a temporary cessation of 
hostilities, in hopes of averting the miseries of; 
a war between two kindred nations, and of 
affording time for the establishment of a per- 
manent peace. As far as this proposal is in 
qucFtion, no other coui*se was open to Sir 
George ; he had not the power of choice. 

When, too, we consider the matter still fur- 

I 

ther, it should be remembered that the armi- 
stice only lasted one month, although in force i 
for a longer j^eriodon the western frontier, and 
on the 31st August Sir George dispatched his 
instructions to the west, advising Gen. Brock 



of the disallowance of the temporary truce. Be- 
sides if the Americans had availed themselves 
of it for one purpose, so also had the British 
for another. "A cordon was formed along 
the frontiers of Lower Canada, from Yamaska 
to St Regis, where the line of separation be-» 
tween the United States and Lower Canada 
touches the St. Lawrence, consisting of Cana- 
dian voltigeurs and part of the embodied mi- 
litia. A light brigac e of the elite of the forces 
regular and militia, was formed at Blairfindie, 
under the command of Lieut- Col. Young, of 
the 8th regiment, consisting of the flank com- 
panies of the 8th, 100th, and 103d regiments, 
with the Canadian Fencibles, the flank com* 
panics of the first battalion of embodied mi- 
litia, and a small brigade of the royal artillery, 
with six field pieces. 

** The road to the United States, from the 
camp at Blairfindie (or L^Acadie) through 
Burtonville and Odelltown, was cut up and 
rendered impracticable by abbatis, and every 
precaution taken to prevent a sudden irruption 
from that quarter. The voliigeurs, with ex- 
traordinary perseverance, effected this fatigu- 
ing duty in the course of a very short time, 
under the superintendence of their command- 
ing officer. Major de Salaberry." 

The enumeration of these various operations 
is a fjiir proof that, as the armistice benefitted 
the Americans, so did it, in like manner, ope- 
rate beneficially on British interests. AYe 
will, however, to enable the reader to arrive 
at a just conclusion, make a few extracts from 
the narrative of S. Yan Ranselacr, who acted 
as aide-de-camp to his relative, General Yan 
Ranselaer, at that time commanding the 
troops on the Niagara frontier : — 

*' In this state of things, the armistice which 
had been concluded between General DearlK)m 
and the Governor General of Canada, was an- 
nounced to General Yan Ranselaer, and it 
became necessarv to settle with the com- 
mander of the British forces opposite to us, 
terms of an arrangement fur the government 
of the armies on the Niagara, during the con- 
tinuance of the armistice. The performance 
of this duty was assigned to me, and a sug- 
gestion having been made by me to that effect, 
I had the authority of General Yan Ranselaer 
to attempt such an arrangement,, as, besides 
securing the objects contemplated by General 
Dearborn, might enable us, pending the 
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armistice, to use the waters of the Ontario, as 
a common and undisturbed highway for the 
purposes of transpor ation. My interview 
with General ShcafTe, in this mission, was one 
full of interest, as was anticipated. The terms 
proposed by me were met not only by objec- 
tions, but at first by an unequivocal refusal to 
accede to them. The following clause, pro- 
pa«;ed and insisted on, on the part of the 
British General, will serve to show how wi<le 
of each other were our respective views and 
interests, *It is moreover to be distinctly 
understood, that there is not anything in the 
foregoing articles, to be construed into granting 
facilities for the forwarding of troops, stores, 
&c. which did not exist before the declaration 
of the armistice, farther than they are te pass 
unmolested as therein provided, in the mode 
and by the waters assigned to them prior to 
the cessation of hostilities.* The result of a 
protracted <liscussion, however, was an agree- 
ment which confined the restrictions to the 
movement of troops, stores, &c. to the country 
above Fort Eric, and left such movement.'] 
elsewhere entirely unshackled and free. 

" The importance of this arrangement has 
Dever been sufficiently appreciated. The im- 
mediate and pressing necessity for it on our 
part, was, that without it, the ordnance and 
supplies intended for the army, having been 
collected at Oswego, were not likely ever to 
reach us, the roads were impassable, especially 
for heavy cannon, and the highway of the 
lake was beset by a triumphant enemy. As 
soon as the negotiation was successfully com- 
pleted, an express was dispatched to Col. 
Fenwick at Oswego, to move on with his 
supplies with all possible expedition. But 
General Van Ranselacr was enabled to use 
this a<lvantagc for another purpose of even 
greater importance to the service. — No sooner 
was the way open, than an express was sent 
to Ogiiensburgh with an order for the removal 
of nine vessels from that place to Sackett's 
Harbor. To this movement was Commodore 
Chauncey indebted for the ascendancy which 
he, for a time, was enabled to maintain on the 
lake, and without which the subsequent 
descent on Little York could not have been 
attempted." 

It is now for the reader to weigh well the 
position of Sir (ieorge Prevost. lie had re- 
ceived ccrtaiu iastructions from home which 



he was bound to obey : a particular line of 
conduct presented itself which would confer 
certain advantages on the enemy, but which 
he saw th-it he could also turn to his own 
profit : forbearance towards America was the 
policy which he had been ordered to adopt : 
should he then be blamed because, in pursu- 
ance of his instructions, and in hopes of a 
speedy termination of the differences with 
America, he endeavored, by temporising, to 
avoid measures tending to widen the breach 
and give cause to the American people to 
embark heartily in the quarrel of their go- 
vernment. 

In addition to the above reasons, it should 
also be borne in mind, that Sir George was 
conscious of his hiferior strength, and was 
pretty well aware that at this juncture there 
was but little hope that such reinforcements 
could be expected, from any quarter, as would 
enable him to adopt any other than a defensive 
system. Whatever errors of judgment we 
may, at a later period of our narrative, find 
cause to attribute to Sir George Prevost, 
so far we can scarcely blame him for avoiding 
the rit^k of weakening his already small force 
in hazardous enterprises which, in case of 
fiilure, must end in certain ruin to the pro- 
vinces committed to his charge. 

A few extracts from the letters of Veritas 
will serve to prove how anxious Sir George*s 
enemies were to find something to condemn 
in his measures. We have already, in for- 
mer chapters, shewn how unexpected by 
Great Britain was a declaration of war on 
the part of the United States. We have 
shewn the forbearance and conciliatory at- 
titude of the English ministry ; — wo have 
brought before our readers proofs that the 
war was not popular with the majority of tho 
inhabitants of the United States, certainly not 
wilh the reflecting part of the community; in 
short, we have proved distinctly that the war 
was unexpected, and that, even at the eleventh 
hour, there were sound reasons for calculating 
that an amicable arrangement would be enter- 
ed into. According to Veritas, soon after Sir 
(ieorge's arrival in Canada, **he made a rapid 
tour through the upper part of this province; 
no doubt for the purpose of viewing it with a 
military eye, and thereby personally judging 
of tho best positions for defence, in case of 
need. This was highly proper, but like 
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many other excursions, no visible result fol- 
lowed. 

" The winter xrf 1811 passed on without any 
preparations contemplative of war, (the before- 
mentioned militia act excepted,) notwithstand- 
ing the fulminations in Congress against us, 
during all that winter : the open avowel of 
their designs upon Canada, and the actual 
spreading of the cloth for Mr. Peter B. Porter's 
war feast, as announced in the committee of 
Congress, whereof he was the organ. 

"The two internal keys of the province, 
viz. — Isle-auxNoix and Coteau du Lac, were 
either despised or overlooked in that tour, not 
withstanding the importance decidedly given 
to the former, especially by the French engi- 
neers, and by General Ilaldimand, who was 
an able judge of positions, and who had ex- 
pended a large sum of money in fortifying it, 
in the former American war. 

** The cause of the neglect I know not with 
certainty, but the fact is, that Isle-aux-Noix 
was not occupied until some time after the 
war, and might have been seized by the enemy, 
had he then possessed sufficient military capa- 
city to estimate its value. Coteau du Lac was 
not occupied until the summer of 1818. 

** Not a gun-boat or vessel was built in the 
river Richelieu, at, or above St. John's, or even 
thought of, until the Almighty threw into the 
power of the brave 100th Regiment and a few 
artillery, in garrison at Isle-aux-Noix, two of 
the enemy's armed vessels, which wore cap- 
tured in a most gallant style, by the aid of a 
gun-boat or two, built, by order cf Sir James 
Craig, at Quebec, which had been conveyed 
overland to St. John's ; and which captures 
formed the basis of a flotilla for Lake Cham- 
plain, and first suggested the idea of endeavor- 
ing to command it 

" It has been matter of surprise to many, 
why a number of flat-boats, capable of carry- 
ing heavy guns, were never built at Lachinc, 
to be stationed below the Cascades, at Isle 
Perrault, or wherever else on Lake St. Louis 
might have been considered most advisable 
and convenient, for a rapid movement to at- 
tack the enemy if they descended the St. Law- 
rence, immediately after passing the rapids of 
the Cedars, before they could collect together 
and form ; it being certain that their boats 
must necessarily sault or pass the rapids un- 
connected, and by comparison as it were, in 



Indian-file, or in sections of a very small front ; 
consequently, their discomfiture would have 
been easy, had they been met immediately 
after by a respectable number of our armed 
boats, ready and fresh for the attack." 

What is here complained of is, first, that no 
results followed Sir George's tour through the 
provinces on first assuming the government. 
We are rather at a loss to know what results 
were looked for, or could have been expected, 
to us it appears that all Sir George wanted 
was to make himself personally master of the 
different points most exposed to attack, and 
capable of being easily made defensible ; this 
he did by personal inspection, and having 
gained the information he required, ho was 
prej>w*ed in case of necesv«ity to make use of 
it Wo do not see that Sir George would have 
been warranted, in a young and poor colony, 
to waste its resources on works that it was 
very uncertain would be required. 

The next complaint is, that the winter of 
1811 was suffered to pass over without any 
preparation contemplative of war. The pas- 
sage, we presume, that is here alluded to in 
Mr. Porter's speech, and which we give at 
length below,* is as follows: — *'In short, it 



Mr. Porter said that the house were prohably 
expecting from the committee on fore gn relaiions 
some explanation of their views in reporting the 
resolutions now under consideration, in addition 
to the general exposition of them contahicd in the 
report itself. The committee themselves felt that 
such explanations were due, inasmuch as they had 
only reported in part, and had intimated their in- 
tention to follow up those resolutions, should they 
be adopted, by the recommendation of ulterior 
measures. 

The committee, Mr. P. said, after examining 
the various documents accompanying the presi- 
dent's message were witiffied, as he presumed 
every member of the house was, that flH hopes of 
accomodation must be abandoned. When they 
looked at the correspondence between the two 
governments ; when they observed the miserable 
shifts and evasions (for they wcve entitled to no 
better appelnticm) to which Great Britain resorted 
to excuse the violations of our maritime riglits, it 
was impossible not to perceive thht her conduct 
towards us was not regulated even by her own 
sense of justice, but solely by a regard to the pro- 
bable extent of our forbearance. The last six 
years have been marked by n series of projiressive 
encroachments on our rights ; and the principles 
by which she publicly upheld her aggressions, 
were as mutable as her conduct. We had seen 
her one vear advancing doctrines which the vcar 
before she had reprobated. We Inul seen her one 
day captuiing our vessels under pretexts, which 
on the preceding day she would have been ai^hauied 
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was the determination of the committee to 
recommend open and decided war, a war as 
vigorous and effective as the resources of the 
countr}*, and the relative situation of ourselves 
and our enemy would enable us to prosecute.*' 
This we admit was pretty strong language 
and was used on the Cth of December, 1811. 
On the 8th of December, howev.T, we find 
Mr. Cheeves, from the connnittec appointed 



ill that part of the President's message which 
relates to the naval force of the United States, 
and to the defence of the maritime frontier, 
making the following report, in j)art : — 

**The committee to whom was referred so 
much of the President's message of the 5th f f 
November, 1811, as relates to the defence of 
our mariiinie frontier, report, in part, that two 
cominunioations from the Secretary at War, 



or afraid to avow. Indeed, said Mr. P., slicsocnis 
to have been constantlv and carefullv feelinir our . 
pulse, to asccrfuin what p(»rlionrt we w(»ul<l bear; ' 
and if we go on 8ubniittin;r to one iniliijiiitv after 
another, it will not bo lonj: before we shall see 
Briti^^h subjects, not only taking our propeitv in 
our harbours, but trampling on our persons in the 
streets uf our citieai. 

Having become convinced that all hopes, from 
further negoc>ation were idle, the committee, Mr. 
P. said, were led to the consideration of anotlier 
quciitlon which was — whether the maritime rights 
which Great Britain is violating were such as we 
ought to support at the hazard and expense of a 
war? And he believed he was correct in stating 
thatthe committee wasunonimously of the opinion 
they were. The committee thought that the orders 
in council so far as they go to interrupt our direct 
tradgy that is, the carrying the productions of this 
country to a market in the ports of friendly nations, 
and returning with the proceeds of them — ought 
to be resisted by war. IIow far we oujjht to go in 
support of what is commonly called the carrtfivg 
iradfy although the question was agitated in the 
committee, no definitive opinion was expressed. 
— It wjuj not deemed necessary, at this time, to 
express such an opinion, inasnuich as the injury we 
sustain by the inhibition of this trade is merged in 
the greater one to our direct trade. 

The orders in council, Mr. P. said, of which 
there seemed now to be no prospect of a speedy 
repeal, certaiidy none during the continuance of 
the present war, authorising the capture of our 
vessels bound to and fnmi ports wliere British 
coumjcrce is not favourably received ; and as that 
nation is at war with most of the civilized world, 
the effect was (as ho understood) from those who 
had much better information on the subject than 
he could pretend to, to cut up at once, about three 
fourths of our best and most profitable commerce. 
It was impossible that the mercantile or agricultural 
intere.'«t3 of the United States, which on the question 
of a right to the direct trad^ could never be sepa- 
rated, could submit to such impositions. It was 
his opinion that going u|)on the ground of a mere 
pecuniary calculation, a cilculation of profit and 
loss. It would be for our interest to go to war to 
remove the orders in council, rather than to sub- 
mit to them, even during the term of their probable 
continuance. 

But there was another point of view in which 
the .-ubjt'ct pnsented it-elt to the eonnnittee, and 
that Was as regarded the character of the country. 
We were a young nation, and he hoped we cher- 
ished a little pride ajnl spirit, as well as u great 
deal of justice and moderation. Or.r situation was 
not unlike that of a young man just entering hito 



life, and who, if he tamely submitted to cool, 
deliberate, intentional indi<:jnity, might safely cal* 
culate to be kicked and cuffed for the whole re- 
mainder f)f his life; or, if he should afterwards 
undertake to retrieve his character, must do it at 
ten times the expense which it would have cost 
him at first to support it. We should clearly un- 
derstand and define those rights which as a nation 
we ought to support, and we shouhl suj>port them 
at every hazard. If there be any such thing as 
riKlits between nations, surely the people of the 
riuffd Sliifes^ oecui)ying the half of a continent, 
have a right to navigate the seas, without being 
molested by the inhabitants of the little island of 
Great Britain. 

It was under these views of the subject that the 
committee did not hesitate to give it as their 
opinion, that we ought to go to war in opposition 
to the orders in council. But as to the extent of 
the war and the time when it should be commenced, 
there would be of course some diversity of senti- 
ment, in the bouse, as there was at first in the 
committee. 

That we can contend with Great Britain openly 
and even-handed on the element where she injures 
us, it would be folly to pretend. Were it even in 
our power to build a navy which should be able to 
cope with hers, no man who has any regard for 
the happiness of the people of this country, would 
venture to a<Ivi<e such a measure. All the fame 
and glory which the British navy has acquired at 
sea, have been dearly paid for in the sufferings 
and misery of that ill-fated people at home — suf- 
ferings occasioned in a great measure by the ex- 
pense of that stupendous establishment. But 
without such a navv, the United States could make 
a serious im[»ression upon Great Britain, even at 
sea. We could have, within six months afler a 
declaration of war, hundreds of prirateirx in every 
part of the ocean. We could haira>s, if not des- 
troy, the vast and profitable commerce which she 
Vtionstantly carrying on to every part of this con- 
tinent. We could destroy her fisheries to the 
north ; we could depredate up(m her commerce to 
the West India islands which is j-assing by our 
doors ; we could annoy her trade along the coast 
of South America ; we could even carry the war 
to her own shores in Kurope. But, Mr. P. said, 
there was another place where we could attack 
her, and where she would feel our power still more 
sensihly. We could deprive her of her extensive 
provinces lying along our borders to the north. 
These provinces were not only immensely valuable 
in tluMusel ves, hut almost indispcnsahle to the exis- 
tence of Great Britiiin, cut off a^ she now is in a 
great measure from the north of Europe. He had 
been credibly informed that the exports from 
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— which accompany this report, — which were 
made in reply to queries propounded by the 
committee, contain the best information on the 
subject which they have been able to collect. 

"That one of them contains an enumeration 
of the permanent fortifications which have 
been completed or commenced, with remarks 
on the troops necessary to garrison them, 
That for the completion of works already com- 
menced, no further appropriation w requisite. 

Quebec alona amounted durin'* the last vear, to 



But that some additional works are deemed 
necessary, the precise extent of which cannot 

at present he determined.''^ 

It is apparent from the tenor of this report, 
that with a great portion of the American 
people, the prospects of a war were by no 
means certain. We would also remind the 
reader of various extracts, we made in the 
introductory part of this narrative, of a deci- 
dedly pacific tone, (Mr. Sheffey\s of Virginia, 

not to go to war for our maritime rights, Mr. P. 



near six millions of dollars, and most of these too i eiirncdtly desires tliem not to vote for the resolu- 
in articles of the first uecejjsitj — in ship timber tions. Do not, said he, let us raise armies, unless 



and in provisions for the support of her fleets and 



we intend to employ them. If we do not mean 



armies. By carrying on such a war as he had to support the rights and honor of the country, 



described, at the public expense, on land, and by 
individual enterprise at sea, we should be able in 
a short tune to remunerate ourselves tenfold for 
for all the spoliations she bad committed on our 
commerce. 



let us not drain it of its resources. 

Mr. P. Said ho was aware thnt thoro were many 
{gentlemen in the house who were tlissalisfied that 
the conunittce had not gone further and recom- 
mended ail immediate declaration of war, or the 



It was with a view to make preparations for j adoption of some measures which would have 
such a war, that the committee had otfered the i instantly precipitated us into it. But he confessed 
resolutions on the table. Whether the means »««ch was not liis opinion. He had no idea of 
recommended were adequate to the object, or \ plu";:ing ourselves headlong into a war with a 
whether tliey were best adapted to the end, it : powerful nation, or even a respectable province, 
would be for the house, when they came to dis- ' when we had not three regiments of men to spare 
cuss them 8eparat*»ly, to determine. For himself, for that service, He hoped that we should not 
Mr. P. said, and he presume<l such were the feel- 1 be influenced by the howling of newspapers, nor 
ings of all the members of the conwuittee, he ; by a f^-ar that the spirit of the twelfth congress 
should have no objecticins to any modifications of would be (lue.-tioneil, to abandon the plainest dic- 
them which might be agreeable to the house, so tates of cornnjon sense and common discretion, 
that the great olyect was still retained. If the«:e He was sensilde that there w ere many {;ood men 
resolutions, or any other similar to iliem in object, out of congress as well as many of his best friends 
should pass; it was then the intention of the >»» it, whose apfietites were prepared for a far 
committee, as soon as the forees conteujplated to fai^t. lie was not surprised at it for he knew the 
be raised should be in any tolerable state of pre- |»rovoratives had been sufliciently great. But he 
piration, to recommend the en«[)loyment of them hoped they would n<»t insist on calling in guests, 
for the purpose for which they shall have been Jtl lea<t until the table should have been spread, 
raised, unless Great Britain shall, in the mean time. When this wa<* done, he plegcd himself in behalf 
have done usjustiee. In short, it was the deter- of the committee of forei|in relations that the pen- 
luinalion of the committee to recommen<l open tieman shojilil not be di<iappointed of the onier- 
and decided war — a war as vigort)usand effective t.iinment fortlie want of biddinjr; and he believed 
as the resources of the country, and the relative , be nnuht also pledge himself for nuiny of the 
situation of ourselves and our enemy would enable [ members of the committee, that they would not 
us to prosecute. ' be among the lAst to partake personally, not only 

The committee, Mr. P. said, have not recom- , in the pleasures, if any there should be, but in all 
mended this course of measures without a full the (lanu;«'rs of the revelry. 

sense of the hij;h re'«ponsil)ilify which they have M. P. said that this was the time and occasion 
taken upon themselves. They are aware that on which, above all others, within his experience, 
war, even in its best and fairest form, is an evil we should act in eon^ert. If the ultimate o' ject 
deeply to be deprecated : But it is sometimes, and of the great body of thi« house an<l of this nation 
on few occasions perhaps more than on this, a was the same, ami so far as he had been able to 
nect esiry evil. For myself, I confers I have ap- ! ascertain the sentiments of both, it was — there 
proaciied the subject not only with diffidence but , would bo no ditliculiy in att lining it.. But we 
with awe: But I will not shrink from n>y duty mu'<t yield sonu^thing to the opinions and feelings 
because it is arduous or unpleasant, and I can mo<t of each other. — Instead of ilnluliring in party 
relii^iously declare that I neveracti'dunderstron^er retleclions ar.<l recriminations in this house, be 
or clearer conviciioDS of duty than I do now in re- , l-oped that the whole house of the utdon would 
comnien<li!ijir these preparatory measure- ; (»r, f'>rni btit one party, and consider a foreign nation 
than I shall ulfimately in recommeujling w.ir, in \ as the other. 

case (jreat liiitain shall not have rescin<led her, Mr. P. sjiid he had risen merely for the purpose 
orders in council, and made some sati-Tictory . of explainin'.: to the honse the opinions and views 
arrangements in re<pect to the injpressment of of the eoinniilt** in relation to the resolutions now 
of ours'Minen. If there should bo any gentlemen to l)e di^cu'^'sed. aiid he should be satisfied if he 
in the house who were uot dati^iiticd that we ought i had been so fortunate as to succeed. 
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for instance.) Is there, then, any reason for 
astonishment, that Sir G. Prevost, combining 
bis instructions from home with the strenuous 
efforts that were being made by the peace 
party in Congress, should have imagined that 
there might be a possibility of an amicable 
arrangement being finally entered into ? 

He naturally supposed that his Government, 
through their agents, must be more thoroughly 
masters of the intentions of the American 
Cabinet than he possibly could be. He was 
ordered to avoid all measures that could pro- 
Toke hostile feelings, he obeyed his instruc- 
tions, and is he open to blame for so doing, 
and shouhl not rather the British Cabinet be 
blamed for fettering him with their instruc- 
tions ? 

After the war was declared, (here the read- 
er must not omit to bear in mind that the 
conclusion was so hastily come to, that five 
days after the declaration was signed and 
sealed in Congress, the cause, the obnoxious 
orders in Council, was removed by the repeu^ 
of the said orders,) and Sir George complain- 
ed of the want of troops and every munition 
of war necessary for the defence of his gov- 
ernment. Veritas observes, ** It is the acme 



idea that no person here durst attempt to ex- 
pose it ? or finally, is it, that at a distance, 
(as the addresses are manufactured for expor- 
tation), they counted upon no one finding i* 
out, as they meant to keep their own counsel ? 

" However, I do entertain some hope that 
they have reckoned without their host ; and 
that h hon ticux tempB and myself, who are 
fellow-laborers in the same vineyard for tho 
correction of falsehood and support of truth, 
without having any knowledge of, or commu- 
nication with, each other, will open the eyes 
of many, if we cannot of all the blind ; for of 
the cure of the honest really blind patriots I 
cannot doubt ; but of the wilfully blind, they 
must be lefl to be cured by their own folly, 
and the contempt of all independent minds." 

Referring to the charge of our losing the 
naval superiority of the lakes Veritas adds, 
** Upon the subject of the upper lakes, their 
neglect in 1812 cannot be excused, even upon 
the principle of ignorance or madvertency ; 
for the common table talk that summer at 
Montreal was the incompetency of the officers 
and men on board the King^s ships on Lake 
Ontario (and that talk is supposed to have 
been always better known at head-quarters 



of assurance to insinuate, that Ministers were than the designs of tho enemy), and that a 
to blame for such insufficicnc}', especially as 1 strong remedy was necessary, or the command 
they could only have a knowledge of our j thereof would be lost Of that incompetency 
wants through Sir George's information." — , there was furnished the most striking proof 
Now how injustice can Sir George be bhiincd I by Commodore Earlc, when he went over in 



for not informing ministers of his lequire- 
ments for a war, which he was instructed by 
all the means in his power to avoid the pro- 
motion of. 

In his anxiety to attack the movei's of the 



the Royal George to Sackett*s Harbour, in 1813, 
to destroy the Oneida Rrig ; and on arriving 
there, finding her hauled into tho inner har- 
bour, and one or two of her guns landed and 
planted on the bluff point (for then there was 



address to Sir George Prevost, in reference to | no garrison), without cover, which fired at 
the war, Veritas has sufTered himself to go to i him — the grtllant Commodore immediately 
the verge of injustice towards the addressed* ! turned his tail or stern to the enemy, and re- 
The following passage seems to have particu | turned to Kingston, re iufcctd^ but with wholo 
larly aroused his indignation, if we may | bones. Yet no notice was taken of this at 
judge from what follows : "* The smallness of ! head-quarters, nor any remedy attempted, 
the regular army with which your FaccI- i and he remained in command of the Ontario 
lenry was lefl to withstind the whole efforts I squadron until the arrival of Sir James Yeo^ 
of the United States, for two years, and ' and then, forsooth, was offended at being su- 
the insufficiency of the naval force on t!ie ' perseded. It is proper to remark that Com- 
lakes, have exposed his Majesty's anns to inodorc Eaile does not belong to the Royal 
some reverses.' How came they to dare ' Navy." 

to venture upon such an imposture .' Is it ' We have now done with this head, on 
because they reckon upon the banishment of which we have dwelt, perhaps, at too great 
the use of memory, as is necessary in all the ' length ; but if so, it must be ascribed to our 
operations of the junto? or if not so, is it the , deaire to do justice to all, and to seek dili* 
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ncrvicc (the transport ation of the irregular 
Ibrces of General Hull to Buffalo, there to bo 
illsumbitrkcd preparatory to their return to 
[heir native Slate, Ohio,) and to thcKe were 
added the Detroit and the Caledonia, a fine 
inerehant brig. I do not recollect who waa 
appointed to the command of the Detroit, but 
ihe CnleJonia had her own cajitain, Mr. Irvine, 
t young man of a peculiarly retiring and 
■niiablc dis])osition, yet endowed with great 
resolution and firmnesB of character. These 
Lwo Tcssels, having reached their destination 
for landing the prisoners, were then lying 
n-h oily unprotectc'l and unsuspicion.sofdftnger 
Khadowof Irnth Jn General ' ,,^ ,^^^ ^^^j^^^ ^f g^j^ „i,^„_ ^„^ ^^^ ^ig^t, 

they were assailed by two largo boats, filled 
with American sailors and troops, nhich bad 
dropped along side without being perceived, 
until it was too late for anything like ctTcctual 
almost inimedi* 
itely carried, but the young captain of the 
Caledonia, which lay a little below her, 
roused by the confusion on board his consort, 



gently, where a mistake has occurred, for the 
really culpable party. To the present period, 
thciefure, have we desired to vindicate Sir 
George ; the relation of sulweqiicnt events 
may, perhaps, compel iislo exchange the lan- 
guage of apoliigy for that of censure ; if so, 
we shall endeavor to deal «ith liis errors in 
the snnie spirit of fairness which has impelled 
us to the allempt to clear Ins memory from 
laulta unjustly ascrilied to him. 

Before following General Broek to the Nia- 
Amvnl of rl»)™l^s■ gara frontier, we must 
„„l,. " ■■ " p^,( omit to observe that 

Hull's slalcment respecting the force of 
Indian allies, althoiiph (he necessity of sur- 
rendering such a post as Detroit on that ac- 
count may well be qiiestioiied. Besides Gen. 

Hull yielded, not to the actual strength of i;;,^,;,^^^." rhe'Detwi't 
these allies, for he surrendered before their 
arrival, hut to the apprehension of their arri- 
val. Major Hichardson observes, " Mr. Roherl 



Dickson, a gentleman to whom long intercouiw ■ ^^^j f^^, vigorous, though almost entirely 
with the Indians had imparted a knowledge of I p^.^^„„, ^^u.„ce. Hastily arming himMli; 
#h**ir4'hftHu't**r. ftnri influenre over t heir mmds ' , ,■. .. *-,., i. .._ ■ .a 



ircharacter,andinllueneeoverthe,rmmds,i^^j ^^„.„g ^„ ^5^ jj^,^ ^„j inexperienced 
which proved highly beneficial to the British ^^^^ (scarcely exceeding a down men) to do 
cause, was then actively engased in colleetinf j,^^ ^,„„_ ^^ t,,„„ ,,i,„^,f -,„ ^,0 gangway, 
some of the most wariike tribes ; while the ^^^, di,,,,^rged a loaded blunderbuss i.ilo the 
present Col. AsUn of London, at that lime, in ^^^ advancing boat, now dropping from U» 
the Indian Department, was already within * jj^^^^jj ^^ ,,,^^ ,,^^ Caledonia." 
few days journey of Detroit, will, a body of ^^^^ describing the gallant though on- 



two hundred and seventy wi 

their Chief Big-gun. This little det-ichtnenl 

had set out expressly for the relief of Amherst- 

hurg, and, in its passage down in bark canoes, 

encountered much peril and difficulty, having 

had to cross Saginaw bay, nearly fifty miles in 

extent, and for many hours in their frail barks, 

even out of sight of the land. Such was llie 

celerity of their niovements, thai they reached 

Amherstbiir^ in the remarkably short period 

of Nix days from their departure from Michi- 

liniBciiiac." Whether the fearof thesenllic^ 

was a sufficient excuse for General Hull's 

abanilonment of a strong post we leave to the 

reader todccide. 

In speaking of the eapfure of (he Caledoni:i 

o„d"r'lil^>i™',ll''b^Th= ""■' "''''"" '''' ""■ ■^""'' 
Ai'uricim-. ricans, Miijiir Rioharilwn 

remarks, "Tlie two armed vtr^sels alrcnriy 

mentioned as having covered onr kmding, on 

Ihc 10th, were put in reiiuisition fur tiuH 



successful defence made by Mr. Irvine, Maj<w 
Richardson continues, "The intrepidity and 
self-devotion of Mr. Irvine, whose single arm 
had killed and wounded no less than seven of 
his assailants, met with that reward it so 
richly meriled. The heads of the naval de- 
partment anxious to secure so gallant an officer 
lo the service, tendered to him, on his ex- 
change, which look place shortly after, the 
commission of a lieutenant in the Provindal 
Navy, in which capacity ho continued to 
serve during the whole of the subsequent 
nav.al operations." 

The surprise of the Detroit and Caledonia 
was con:>idcrcd a very brilliant feat, but, wilb- 
oiit seeking to di?parage the American char- 
acter for bniveiy, we cannot look on the 
exjiliiil in the same light in which they would 
liave il considered. Both vessels having been 
simply employed in cartel service, were un* 
proridcd with other than the common means 
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of defence peculiar to merchantmen, while 
their crews were not only weak in numher, 
but composed of a class of men, Fr<:nch Cana- 
dian sailors and voyagcurs, who were ill 
qualified to compete with two full boat loads 
of practiced and resolute American sailors and 
soldiers. Moreover, both vessels lay in a 
supposed perfect security, and in utter absence 
of any kind of preparation. It was not con- 
ceived necessary to be on the alert, as it was 
supposed that the pacific character in which 
they appeared, would have shielded them from 
all hostile attempts. At the moment of the 
Burprise both vessels had on board the priso- 
ners brought from Detroit for the purpose of 
1>cing landed at Buffalo, — how, therefore, the 
Americans can be justified, in violating the ' 
sanctity of the flag which continued to float 
as long as there were American prisoners on 
board, w^e cannot perceive. 

An accident,* at one time promising rcsultg 

Escape of General ^^^ "^^^e serious than any 
^f^^ which could spring from 

the capture of the vessels just named, occur- 
red about the same period. 

* At this crisis General Brock, anxious to 
tarome the offensive on the Niagara frontier. 
loat not a moment in returning iicrosd the Luke, 
ordering down at the same time, not only the 
Toronto Militia, but those troops of the 4lst., who 
had preceded and accompanied him to Detroit. 
The Queen Charlotte, principally laden with the 
reguhirs of the captured army, had sailed on the 
very evening of the surrender, and General Brock 
the next day embarked in a very small trading 
sehooner, on board which were about 70 Ohio 
Riflemen, guarded by a small party of militia rifles 
which composed a portion of the volunteers from 
Toronto. During the passage none of the guard 
were on any account permitted to go below, either 
by day or by night, and not more than half a dozen 
Americans were allowed to be upon deck at the 
same time — the hatches being secured above the 
remainder. Il was a duty of some fatigue, and 
requiring the exercise of the utmost vigilance on 
the part of the little guard. One morning, about 
day break, when by their reckoning they judged 
they were doee to the harbor of Fort Erie, they 
found themselves suddenly becalmed, and in the 
midst of a fog which had commenced during the 
night As the sun rose the fog began to disperse 
but the calm prevailed, and gradually, as the 
wreathing mists rolled upwar£, the guard dis- 
covered, to their dismay, that they were close 
«pon the American shore near Buffalo. The 
danger was imminent, for a number of persons 
were already assembled, evidently at a loss to 
fiseover to what flag the vessel belonged, and 
wooderinf what had brought her into a position 



Towards the latter end of August, Major 

Kxpedition a,fni...i ^'uirwas despatched with 
Fori Wjiynr. iii.auciiui- a Small forcc ajralnst Fort 

iiieut of elite rpriite. _„ ,., 

>> ayne, which it was 
deemed expedient to attempt the destruc- 
tion of. 

The time selected for the attempt seemed 
most favorable, as the tranquillity of the Cana- 
dian frontier had been just secured by the 
surrender of Detroit, and the occupancy of the 
adjacent districts. Acconling to reports also 
received, the garrison of this post consisted 
only of a hundred men or thereabouts, not 



entirely out of the usual course of navigation. In 
this cniwrgcncy, the ollicercoumianduig the watch 
(Lieut. JarviM, now Superintendent of Indian 
artairs) hastened below to acquaint General Brock, 
who waa lying on his bed, with the danger which 
threatened the vcjwel, which it was impossible, by 
reason of tlie calm, to get farther from the Hhore. 
General iJrock inunedialely sprang to his feet, and 
rushing upon the deck, paw the situation of the 
vessel was precisely what has been described. 
He was extremely an(;ry, and turning to the master 
of the schooner said, *'you scoundrel you have 
betrayed me, let but one shot be tired from the 
shore and (pointing to it) I will run you up on 
the instant to that yard arm." The master, though 
innocent of all design, was greatly alarmed by the 
stern threat of the General, and as the only possi- 
ble means of extricating the vessel from her 
perilous situation, ordered several of his crew into 
a small punt, attached to her stern, the only boat 
belonging to her. In this they attempted to tow 
her, but ma<le so little pwgress thot one of the 
guard asked |>ermis»ion of the General to discharge 
his rifle, in order to attract the attention of the 
Queen Charlotte, then lying at anchor between 
point Abino and Fort Erie, to a signal which had 
been previously hoisted. Apprehensive that the 
shot might not'be heard by their friends, while it 
might be the means of informing the enemy of 
their true character, General Brock at first refused 
his sanction, but as the man seemed confident that 
the report of his rifle would reach the other shore 
he finally assented, and the shot was fired. Soon 
afterwards the answering signal was runup to the 
mast head of the Queen Charlotte and that vessel 
seeing the doubtful situation of the schooner, on 
board which however they were not aware the 
General had embarked, immediately weighed her 
anchor, and standing over to the American shore, 
under a slight breeze which was theil beginning 
to rise hastened to cover the little bark with her 
battery. Taking her in tow she brought her safely 
into the harbour of Erie, greatly to the joy of 
those who, aware of the invaluable freight with 
which the schooner was charged, had, on the 
weighing of the Queen ('harlotte's anchor enter- 
tained the utmost apprehension for the safety oi 
the becalmed vessel, and watched with deep in- 
interest the vain attempts of her crew to brmg 
heroff:* 
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very efficiently furnished with the means of 
defence, and hard pressed by the Indians, who 
had closely invested it The reasons for at- 
tempting the destruction of this post were that 
it served as a depot for stores, from which the 
enemy*8 troops on the frontier could be sup- 
plied. 

The force destined for this enterprise con- 
sisted of a small detachment of troops, a howit- 
zer, and two field pieces, and was embarked 
in boats and proceeded to the Miami village, 
situated about fifteen miles beyond the en- 
trance of the river of the same name. For the 
further progress of the expedition we will quote 
from Major Richardson, who was present : — 
"Being there joined by the body of Indians 
destined to form a part of the expedition, the 
detachment continued its route by land, and 
along a track of country bearing no mark of 
civilization whatever. Our only covering was 
the canopy of Heaven, or rather the arches 
formed by the intermingling boughs of the 
forest through which we moved, and not even 
the wigwam of the savage arose to diversify 
the monotony of the scene. The difficulty of 
conveying the guns by land, caused their 
transportation to be a work of much time ; 
and the river, from the point where we had 
disembarked, was so extremely low as to ren 
der the progress of the Ijoats, following the 
sinuosities of its course, tedious to the last 
degree. Having at length, after much toil, 
gained that part of the Miami, where it was 
intended to disembark the stores, every obsta- 
cle appeared to be removed, and the capture 
of Fort Wayne, then at no great distance, an 
event looked forward to with confidence. 
Fate, however, had ordained otherwise. About 
nine o'clock on the evening of our arrival, 
the shrill cry of our scouts was heard 
echoing throughout the forest, and soon after- 
wards seven Indians issued from the wood on 
the opposite shore, and leaping through the 
river, reached us. The account they gave 
of their adventure was to the following effect : 
— ^At a distance of a few leagues, while advan- 
cing cautiously along the road, they observed 
a party, five in number, in a glen, and seated 
round a large fire, where they were busily 
occupied in preparing their food. After a 
slight consultation they proceeded towards 
the group, and had approached within a few 



Americans, who instantly flew to their arms, 
and assumed a posture of defence. The In- 
dians, however, held out their hands in token 
of amity, and were suffered to enter the cir^ 
cle. Here, pretending to be in the American 
interest, and describing themselves as hunters, 
on their way to one of their villages, they 
succeeded in lulling the suspicions of the 
officer, who in return, communicated to them 
that the party he commanded were scouts 
preceding the advanced guard of an army of 
2,500 men, then on their march for the Miami 
village, and only distant a few miles.** 

In consequence of this intelligence, the 
expedition was forthwith abandoned, and a 
retreat determined on. On deliberation, how- 
ever. Captain Muir decided on awaiting the 
approach of the enemy in order to gain a 
correct account of their force and destination. 
The whole of one day was thus passed, and 
fears began at length to be entertained, that 
the Americans, apprised of the vicinity of an 
enemy's force, had taken a different route, 
with the intention of cutting of a retreat. 
This would have left the little detachment in 
the heart of the enemy's country, destitute 
of resources, with an overwhelming force 
before them, they were consequently ordered 
to retreat on the old fort of Defiance, situ- 
ated about half way between the Miami village 
and the point from whence they had com- 
menced their retrograde movement Having 
crossed the river at this place, a position was 
again taken up at a point beyond which the 
enemy could not effect a passage unperceivod. 
We again resume Mtyor Richardson's narrat- 
ive : 

'* Early on the morning after our arrival, a 
party of Indians appeared along our line, con- 
ducting a prisoner they had found straying in 
the woods, at a short distance fi*om the enemy's 
camp. From his account it appeared that the 
information given by the American officer was 
perfectly correct. The force of the enemy 
consisted of 2,500 men, under the command 
of General Winchester ; and were destined for 
the Miami, where it was intended to construct 
a fortification. On arriving at the spot where 
their slaughtered scouts lay unburied along 
the road, an alarm was spread throughout 
their columns, and deeming a numerous 
enemy to be in their firont, it waj| thought 
paces before they were perceived by the (prudent to entrench themselves where they 
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were. For this purpose trees were imme<li- 
ately felled, and in the course of a few hours, 
with that expedition for which the Western 
Americans, with ^whom the axe is almost as 
indispensible a weapon aa the rifle, are re- 
markable, an enclosure with interstices for 
mnsquetry, and sufficiantly larj^e to contain 
their whole force, together with their bagj^go 
and waggons, was completed. It being evident 
from this intelligence, that the object of our 
enterprise was entirely frustrated, and that an 
attack on the enemy's entrenchment with our 
feeble force, if unsuccessful, must necessarily 
compromise the safety of our own posts, Capt. 
Muir decided on returning to Amherstburg, 
which fortress the detachment at length reach- 
ed after a fruitless absence of three weeks. 

" Although little or no mention has ever been 
made of our retreat from Fort Wayne, before 
ae overwhelming a force as that which we so 
miexpectedly encountered, and by which we 
ought to have been annihilated, the utmost 
praise is due to Captain Muir for having 
accomplished it, not only without the loss of 
a man of his detachment, but even without 
the abandonment of any of his guns or stores, 
which, as has already been stated, were being 
transported with great toil and diflRculty. 
Every thing was brought off and, at no one 
iDoment, was our march prixiniiate. Indeed 
of the bold affront assumed by the detachment, 
some idea may be formed from the exagger- 
ated accounts which appeared in the American 
papers, even during the time we were retiring 
upon Amherstburg." 

Sir Isiac Brock, in speaking of this expe- 
dition, observes, " I am inchned to think 
Captain Muir acted judiciously ;" and, with 
reference to the advance of tho America^ 
party, states,* " It appears evident the ene- 
my meditates a second attempt on Amherst- 
burg. The greater part of the troops, which 
are advancing, marched from Kentucky, with 
an intention of joining General Hull. How 
they are to subsist, even for a short period, 
is no easy matter to conceive. This difficulty 
will probably decide them on some bold 
measure, in the hope of shortening the cam- 
paign. If successfully resisted, their fate is 
inoTitable. 



• Dispatch to Sir George Prevost, Sept. 9tb, 
1812. 



** The Indians appear to be adverse to re- 
treating, without first making a trial of their 
strength. Should they continue to afford a 
willing co-operation, I entertain not the small- 
est doubt of the result that awaits this second 
attempt to tum my right ; but your Excel- 
lency will easily perceive that doubts and 
jealousies have already seized their minds. 
The officers of the Indian department will, I 
trust, be able to remove all such impressiona 

"Although, from the daily observation of 
what is passing on the opposite shore, a sin- 
gle man can ill be spared from this line ; I 
have, notwithstanding, determined to send 
the two flank companies of the Royal New- 
foundland Regiment to Amherstburg. Fresh 
troops are daily arriving, supposed to belong 
to the Pennsylvania quota, of two thousand 
men, known to be intended for the frontier. 
After the whole arrives, an attack, I imagine, 
cannot be long delayed. The wretched state 
of these quotas, and tho raggedness of the 
troops, will not allow them to brave the rain 
and cold, which, during the last week, have 
been so severely felt. 

" Between two and three hundred Indians 
have joined and augmented the force on tho 
other side. Their brethren here feel certain 
that thoy will not act with any spirit against 
us. So, I imagine, if we continue to show 
a bold front — but, in the event of a disaster, 
the love of plunder will prevail, and they may 
then act in a manner to be the most dreaded 
by the inhabitants of this countrj'." 

A despatch from Sir George Prevost to Sir 

Despatch of Sir George ^saac Brock fumishes us 
PrcvcMt to Sir I. Brock, ^jth additional reasons 

for our assertion that, up to this period. Sir 
George Prevost is not as blameworthy as most 
writers of that day have described. We give 
the despatch at length : — 

** Captain Fulton arrived, on the 11th inst, 
with your letter of the 7th : the intelligence 
you have communicated by it convinces me 
of the necessity of the evacuation of Fort De- 
troit, unless the operations of the enemy on 
the Niagara frontier bear a character less in- 
dicative of determined hostile measures against 
your line in their front than they did when 
you last reported to me. Tou will, therefore, 
be pleased, subject to the discretion I have 
given you under the circumstances to which I 
Ihaye allnded, to take immediate steps for 
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evacuating that post, together with the terri- 
tory of Michigan ; by this measure you will 
be enabled to withdraw a greater number of 
the troops from Amherstburg, instead of tak- 
ing them from Col. Vincent, whose regular 
force ought not on any account to bo dimia- 
ished. 

" I have already afforded you reinforcements 
to the full extent of my ability ; you must 
not, therefore, expect a further supply of men 
from hence, until I shall receive from England 
a considerable increase to the present regular 
force in this province ; the posture of affairs, 
particularly on this frontier, requires every 
soldier who is in the country. 

" In my last despatch from Lord Bathurst, 
he tells me * that his Majesty's Government 
trusts I will be enabled to suspend, with per- 
fect safety, all extraordinary preparations for 
defence which I have been induced to make, 
in consequence of the precarious state of the 
relations between this country and the United 
States ; and that, as every specific requisition 
for warlike stores and accoutrements which 
had been received from me had been complied 
with, with the exception of the clothing of the 
of the corps proposed to be raised from the 
Glengarry emigrants, ho had not thought it 
necessary to direct the preparation of any fur- 
ther supplies.' 

"This will afford you a strong proof of the 
infatuation of his Majesty's Ministers upon the 
subject of American affairs, and show how 
entirely I have been left to my own resources 
in the events which have taken place." 

With the various despatches containing full 
and particular accounts of the actual state of 
afiairs in the Province, before us, we do not 
see how with justice it can be asserted, "that 
it is the acme of assurance to insinuate, that 
Ministers were to blame for any insufficiency.'* 
Yet this is the language too commonly 
held by Veritas and other writers of the 
day. 

The latitude, also, allowed to Sir Isaac 
Brock, should not bo lost sight of, and it is 
certain that he made use of the freedom of 
action thus permitted him. We have only to 
quote his despatch of September 20th, to 
prove this : — " I have been honored with your 
Excellency *s despatch, dated the 14th instant 
I shall suspend, under the latitude thus left by 
your Excellency to my discretion, the evacu- 



ation of Fort Detroit. Such a measure would 
most probably be f«)llowed by the total exter- 
mination of the population on that side of the 
river, or the Indians^ aware of our weakneM 
and inability to carr}' on active warfare, would 
only think of entering into terms with the 
enemy. The Indians, since the Miami afikiry 
in 1793, have been extremly suspicious of our 
conduct ; but the violent wrongs committed 
by the Americans on their territory, have 
rendered it an act of policy with them to dis- 
guise their senthuents. 

" Could they be persuaded that a peace be- 
tween the belligerents would take place, with- 
out admitting their claim to the extensive tract 
of country, fraudulently usurped from them, 
and opposing a frontier to the present un- 
bounded views of the Americans, I am satisfi- 
ed in my own mind that they would immedi- 
ately compromise with the enemy. I canDOt 
conceive a coalition so likely to lead to more 
awful consequences. 

" If we cjin maintain ourselves at Niagara, 
and keep the communication to Montreal opexi, 
the Americans can only subdue the Indians 
by crafl, which we ought to be prepared to see 
exerted to the utmost The enmity of the In- 
dians is now at its height, and it will require 
much management and large bribes to effect 
a change in their policy ; but the moment they 
are convinced that we either want tlie means 
to prosecute the war with spirit, or are nego- 
tiating a separate peace, they will begin to 
study in what manner they can most e£fectu* 
ally deceive us. 

"Should negotiations for peace be opened, I 
cannot be too earnest with your Excellency 
to represent to the King's ministers the expe- 
diency of including the Indians as allies, and 
not leave them exposed to the unrelenting furj 
of their enemies. 

"The enemy has evidently assumed defensive 
measures along the strait of Niagara. His 
force, I apprehend, is not equal to attempt^ 
with any probability of success, an expedition 
across the river. It is, however, currently re- 
ported that large reinforcements are on iheSar 
march ; should they arrive, an attack cannot 
be long delayed. The approach of the nSof 
season wnll increase the sickness with whidi 
their troops are already afflicted. Those un-t 
der my command are in perfect health and 
spirits." 
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coNTimra* 

^oo-trrivtl of reinforcement! fWrai Karope, and 
Boremeote in Lower Province. — General 
Brock*! reeeptioQ at Qaeentton.— Nature of 
the cooBtry along the Niagara frontier.— Brit- 
itk force along the Niagara frooaer at the time 
of Oeaerat Brock's retarn from Detroit ^The 
force of the American army. — Qeneral Van 
Ba niel aer'a pUua. — Deepalobea of General 
Rrock. ^Battle of Queeostoa Height!.— Dec* 
patches from the two oommaoding officers 
compared. — Personal appearance of General 
Brock. -^Pablic opinion of General Brock*! 
character and falue. 



8u George Prerost, in his despatch to Gen, 

ir.ii».iimvai ci ram- Brock aboat the middle 

i;r^'^^ 0fSeptember,adTi8ed,it 

k u>wr Ptoviuee. msj be remembered, that 

oAcer of the impossibility of sending him any 

nnforcementSi until there should be & *' con- 

lidersbls lacreMe to the regular force in the 

Profiiioei*^ as the presence of a large body of 

AsMrican regulars on the Lower Canadian 

frontier re(|aired erery soldier who was in the I 



soonCry. A short extract from Christie will 
how Sir George was atuated, and how 
any expectations of his being strength 



Christie, that Sir George PreTOflt was not> 
therefore, in a position which would warrant 
hia weakening the force under hii» immediate 
command, and it will be further seen that the 
actirity of the enemy at various pointx, kept 
him fully employed, and, indeed, compelled 
him to cmboiiy another battalion of militia, 
called the fifth battalion, after war -Is "Cana- 
dian chasMurs.** A corps of voyaj^eurs was 
also raised by the North-West Company, 
which was disbanded in the spring, while the 
merchants and tradesmen of Montreal organ- 
ised themselves into four companien of volun- 
teer8,for garrison duty and field service, in case 
of emergency. According to Christie, our 
troops, both regular and militia, seem, at this 
crisis, to have had their time fully occupied, 
for we find that a party of Amcric^nH, one 
hundred and fifty strong, under Captain For- 
ay th,crossed over from Gravelly Point to Gana- 
noque, eighteen miles lielow Kingston, from 
whence they dislodged a party of fifty militia, 
and took possession of a quantity of arms and 
ammunition, which they carried away, after 



burning the store and a small quantity of 
provisions. Mr. Christie adds—** Their con- 
duct is represented to have been disgraceful 



were realised. "The slender rein- towards the defenceless inhabitants.'* We 



forasments that arrived were barely suflBcient 
It raiiefe the dtixsns of Quebec for a short 
ikm from ^urrisoQ datj. They consisted but 
e( tiM 1<NM regiment from England, with a 
rseraita from other regiments, and abat- 
er the Ist (or Boyal Sooto) fipm the 



see also, from the same writer, that, " from 
the frequent interruptions of the convoys from 
Montreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston, in 
Upper Canada, by the Americans at Ogdens- 
borg, opposite Presoott, CoL Lethbridge, com- 
manding at the hitter phuse, formed the design 
Indisa; and the thiee battaliona of Que* I of dislodging the enemy, and possessing him- 
}m fldiiin rrieyincid gurison dnfy in the be- 1 self of Ogdensbuig. With a view of effecting 



of October, which they continued 
the wintsr, eaeh taking in turn its 
Itif obikMH^froBi this statesBSAt of 



this purpose, he assembled a force of some 
hundred and fifty men, regular and militia, 
and having collected a auffideot number of 
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Oen. Bmck's recep- 
tfoii at Queeiiston. 



batteaux, he pushed off on the forenoon of 
the 8rd October, under cover of a cannonnade 
from Prescott, with twenty-five batteaux es- 
corted by two gun-boat& They advanced 
without opposition, until mid channel, when 
the enemy opened a tremendous discharge 
of artillery, which checked their progress. 
Confusion immediately ensued, and they were 
compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with 
the loss of three men killed and four wounded. 
The Americans were commanded by Brigadier 
General Brown, and behaved with much cool- 
ness and intrepidity.** It may be as well to 
fitatc that this enterprise, undertaken without 
the sanction of the commander of the forces, 
was censured by him ; and that public opinion 
condemned it also as rash. With this brief 
glance at the state of affairs in the Lower 
Province, we return to General Brock and the 
Kiagara frontier. 
As soon as it was ascertained that the 

General had reached 
Chippewa, it was sug- 
gested by Col. Ilolcroft, that a deputation of 
the principal residents in the district should 
wait on him, to congratulate his Excellency 
en the complete success which had attended 
his arms at Detroit This deputation was ac- 
cordingly organized, and the procession met 
their General at Queenston, as he was pro- 
ceeding in an open carriage to Fort George. 
We have been assured by an eye-witness of 
the meeting, that General Brock was inex- 
pressibly gratified at his enthusiastic recep- 
tion, and the deep devotion testified by each 
member of the cortege to the cause, for which 
they were then in arms. So re-assured, in- 
deed, was he, as to be enabled, with 
policy, to give but a cool reception to a party 
of Indians who* had been playing fast and 
loose, and whose adherence to the British had 
been only secured by the intelligence, just re- 
ceived, of the successes at Detroit It must 
have strengthened and cheered the General's 
heart to witness the enthusiasm with which, 
on that ocdision, so many of Canada's best 
and bravest sons appeared to renew their 
pledge, that they were ready and willing to 
gacrifice their lives to prevent an invader's 
footstep polluting the soil of their native or 
adopted country. The procession, forming on 
both sides of the carriage, escorted General 
Brn**'' in triumph to Niagara. 



It may, perhaps, enable the reader to 
Nature of ihe country comprehend thediflScul- 

along ihe Niagara fron- . . . . .^ j • 

uer. ties which attended anj 

movement in force, and to perceive also tho 
causes which left the troops, on both sidea, in 
such apparent ignorance of each other's tac- 
tics, if we take a bird's-eye view of tho 
general face and character of the country. Its 
appearance at the present day is thus describ- 
ed in " Canada ; Past, Present, and Future," 
before, however, quoting the passage, we will 
suppose the reader to be on the crest of tho 
eminence immediately above Fonthill, josi 
twelve miles west of Chippewa. A glance at 
the accompanying map will assist this. 

According to Mr. Smith, "The tourist 
afler travelling for some miles along a 
road, where his view of the country on eithor 
side of him has seldom extended beyond two 
or three miles, on reaching this elevation, finds 
a most magnificent panorama, as it were by 
magic, displayed to his astonished vision. An 
immense plain, extending for many miles, lies 
before and below him, studded with towns^ 
villages, groves and winding streams; befors 
him lies the Welland Canal, crowded with ves- 
sels moving either way ; beyond it, the per- 
petually dashing, roaring cataract of Niagara, 
on one side, the waters of Lake Erie, and, on 
tho other, those of Ontario. We know of no 
other spot from whence so extensive a view 
can be obtained. An observatory has been 
erected on the brow of the hill, and a tele8c<^ 
is kept for the accommodation of visitors." 

We will now observe, that the hill hero 
spoken of, is one of very inconsiderable eleva- 
tion, consequently, the flatness of the sur- 
rounding district presenting such an extend- 
ed view, may be easily imagined. When, 
therefore, the country was covered with dense 
forests, and it was impossible to gain, by ob- 
servation, any insight into the marchings and 
countermarchings of cither force, the difiQculty 
of obtaining correct information may be easilj 
understood, especially when we call to mind, 
that the various excellent roads which every- 
where now open up the country, at that time 
existed only in the prophetic imaginings of 
some far seeker into the future destinies of 
this great Province. 

We have said enongh on the subject to ss> - 
sign at least one probable cause for the appaiw * 
' ently contradictory orders, which, as our nsr- 
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nttive will sheir, were issued, and the coQtie 
qnent indecision which seenied to chvicterizc 
RWQ J of the moTemeatB during the cftmpdgii 
oflStSand'lS. 

The whole British force along ■ frontier of; 
nearly thirty-ax miles I 

Briinh lone tkair ih« - _. _, .-. . ., ., i 

Niuin rronliir *I Iha 1° Oltent, did not, at ttu- i 

^(hock'i data of General Broct'a] 
return from Detroit, 
amount to more than twelve hundred men, uC 
least half of which were militia. These troop^z^ 
were disposed of in the following manner: — 
At Ohippewa, a email detachment of the 41^1, 
nnder Capt Bullocic, and the flank companies 
ofthe 2d Lincoln militia, under Capts. It. 
Hamilton and Rows ; — at Qaeenslon, Capl.^ 
Dennis and Williama, with the flank conipfiii- 
iesofthe 49th, with a small body of mihlli, 
were etationed; nearly all the remainder of 
the force was at Fort George, under Gcnern! 
Shcafle, with the exception of a few militU 
■ckttered here and there along the line. It 
will thus be seen how inadequately an eiten<l- 
ed a frontier was defended, and how the few 
troops scattered along the line were expoact] 
to be cut off in detail by an energetic or en- 
terprising enemy. 

The American army, commanded by Hajcr 
The Aauiicu Aimr— General Van Ransclacr 
consisted, according to 
their own offldal returns,* of five thouMnd 
two hundred and mx men. This amount in- 
dudes all the reinforcements wbich had ar- 
rived at the date ofthe battle of Queunston, 
but is esdusiTe of three hundred field ami 
light artillery, with eight hundred of the Gl h. 
ISth, and 23d regiments at Fort Niagara. — 
This gires a total of over ux thousand thrci.' 
hundred man. James dispones of this forci' 
M follows: — "Of this powerful force, siitetn 
hundred and fifty regulars, under the coin- 
nuwd of Brigadier General Smith, were at 
Black Rock,! — three hundred and eighty-^lx 
Drilitia, at the latter place and Buffalo,— nine 
hundred regulars and twenty-two hundred 
and gerenty militia at Lewiston, distant 6vm 
Black Rock, about twenty eight miles, — at 
Fort Niagara, were eleven hnndred more, giv- 
btf a force of sii thousand three hundrc'd 



men, ofwhom Dearly two thirda were regular 
troops."* 

Here was a force of regulars amounting to 
four thousand men, opposed to one of mx 
hundred ; yet it will bo shewn that variona 
attempts have been made by American wri- 
ters, to asKign the inferiority of numbers, aa 
the reason why the attack on Queenston b0 
, signally miscarried, 

Asitwaa quite out ofthe question forOei^ 
jOfnemi V«n R«ih- «'*' Brock, in the proa- 
bur'i p)sn(. gjjgg (jf gg superior • 

I force, to adopt any other tlian procaulionary 
' and defensive measures, we will lay beforft 
the reader a sketch of what were reallj 
^ General Van Ranselaer'a viewa. This we ar« 
enabledto do hy means ofapomphlet publish- 
ed by Col. S. Van Banselaer, his nephew and 
aide-de-camp. 

The instructions tmm General Dearborn, 
on Which General Tan Ransalaer bad to baaa 
hia plan ofoperations, were as follows : — 

" At alt events, we must calculate on pon> 
essing Upper Canada before winter sets in. 
General Harrixon will, I am assured, enter 
Canada by Dutroit, with not less than fWnn 
aix to seven thousand men, exclusive of tb« 
troops necessary for guarding the frontier 
against Indian depredations. 

"The force at Sackclt's Harbour and that 
vicinity, is over two thousand, including an 
old company of regular artillery, and a \wffi 
company of old riflemen, 

" I have great conBdence in the exertions now 
in operation in the navy department on Laka 
Ontario. In fact, we have nothing to /ear, 
and much to hope as to the ultimate succesa 
of measures now in operation with a view to 
Upper Canada; but much may immediately 
depend on what may happen at your post" 

Such was the confident tone of General 
Dearborn's instructions, and that General Vao 
Ranselear Ibit confidence also, may be assum- 
. ed from the admission made bM^iis nephew, 
Col. S. Tan Ranselear. "He did not wish to 
be drawn from the object he had in view, by 
a controversy with General Smyth, poTtieu' 
larly to, at he hntie that the force* ithich by 
thii tirne had eolUeted in hit own immedialt 
vicinity vere amply luffieient for the puTpota." 

■ Villa WUUuno. 
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This admiiwion is of importance, as dewing 
what pov«-erfuI reinforcements must hsTe ar- 
rived between the middle of Augnst, when 
Geo. Van Ranselaer arrived at the Niagara 
frontier on the 18th Oct His situation in 
August is thus described : — '* From the mo- 
ment of his assuming the command, his posi 
tion was one of the utmost exposure and dan- 
ger. H e lay within sight of a powerful enemy, 
separated from him only by a narrow river, 
Ibr the crossing of which, that enemy possessed 
every facility. He had a line of thirty-six 
tniles to guard, and his whole force was con- 
siderably less than one thousand men, many 
of them without shoes, and all of them clam- 
orous lor pay— of ammunition there were not 
ten rounds per man, and no lead. There was 
not one piece of heavy ordnance in the whole 
line, and there were no artillerists to man the 
few light pieces which we possessed. Add to 
this, that the troops could not take or keep the 
field for want of tents or covering ; that the 
medical department, if one could be said to ex- 
ist at all, was utterly destitute of everything 
Docessary for the comfort of the sick or disa- 
bled ; and that there was among the men that 
entire want of subordination, to say nothing 
of discipline, which always chlsracterizes raw 
militia, and some idea may be formed of the 
condition of our army." 

Here was a lamentable condition for an 
smateur General to be placed in, especially 
when contrasted with the ease and comfort 
which pervaded the British frontier. **The 
condition of the forces on the opposite bank of 
the river was in contrast with ours m every 
particular. There was a t/cell-appointed and 
well-found army, under the most exact dis- 
cipline, and commanded by skilful and expe- 
rienced' oflficers. Every important post, from 
Fort Erie to Fort George, was in a defensible 
state, and the enemy had possessed himself of 
a very commanding position on the heights at 
Quccnston, which he was rendering every day 
more secure and formidable. He had, more- 
over, the maAry of the lakes, and was at that 
moment industriously employed in using that 
advantage to increase his numbers, and add to 
his supplies at Niagara.** 

Let this statement bo well considered, and 
the conclusion cannot fail to be arrived at, that 
General Van Ransclaer's reinforcements must 
have been very considerable, as we find the 



same writer, who in one case so toucbhiglj 
depicted his helpless condition, in eight weebi 
asserting that " he knew that theforeet nndet 
hU command were amply tuffieient for km 
purpoee/* 

As we have now established the fiict ttiat 
there was no lack of troops, we will proceed 
to enquire what was General Tan Ranselser's 
purpose. Fortunately, Ingersol*8, ArmstrongX 
Wilkinson's, and Col. Van Ranselaer's works 
are sufficient to answer this question mosl 
satisfactorily. 

In his letter of October 8th, to General Desr^ 
bom. General Van Ranselaer thus details his 
plans : — " Under these circumstances, and the 
impressions necessarily resulting from then, 
I am adopting decisive measures for dosing 
the fall campaign. I have summoned Hajor- 
General Hall, Brigadier-General Smith, and 
the commandants of the United States regi* 
ments, to meet me in a consultation ; and I 
am well aware that some opinions, entitled to 
great respect, will be offered for crossing the 
Niagara, a little below Fort Erie,and porsuing 
the march down the river. I think this plan 
liable to many objections. The enemy have 
works at almost every point, and even an inie* 
rior force might hold us in check, and render 
our march slow ; by taking up the bridges aft 
Chippewa, they might greatly embarrass ns : 
the cleared country is but a mile or two wide, 
one flank would be constantly liable to be 
galled by Indians from the swamps ; for a con- 
siderable distance, the rapidity of the current, 
and the height of the banks render transpor- 
tation across the river impracticable ; of course 
our supplies must follow the line of marcii, 
with the trouble and hazard of them every 
day increasing, and should the enemy retreat 
from General Ilarrison, they would hare a 
double object in intercepting our supplies ; and 
by falling on our rear, and cutting off our 
communication, we might experience the fiite 
of Hull's army. Besides these, and many 
other objections, there is no object on that 
side, until we should arrive at the commanding 
heights of Queenston, which are opposite my 
camp. 

*' The proposal, which I shall submit to the 
council, will be, that we immediately concen* 
trate the regular force in the neighborhood of 
Niagara, and the militia here ; make the best 
possible dispositions, and, at the same time^ 
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that the regulira shall pass firom the Four Mile 
Greek to a point in the rear of Fort GeorgCi 
and take it bj atonn ; I will paaa the ri?er 
here, and carry the heightR of Queenaton. 
Shoald we sacceed, we ihall effect a great dia- 
eomfitare of the enemy, by breaking their line 
of communication, driving their shipping from 
the mouth of the river, leaving them no rally- 
ing point in this part of the country, appalling 
the minds of the Canadians, and opening a 
wide and safe communication* for our supplies. 
We shall save our own land — wipe away part 
of the score of our past disgrace, get excellent 
barracks and winter quarters, and, at least, be 
prepared for an early campaign another year. 
As soon as the result of the council shall be 
known, I shall advise you of it*' 

This was a very feasible p1an,and Med only, 
according to Colonel Van Ranselaer, through 
Brigadier-Qeneral Smyth's delay. 

What says Ingcrsol on the subject : — " (Jen. 
Alexander Smyth commanded at Buffalo, only 
a few miles from General Van Ranselaer, fif- 
teen hundred men of the regular army ; but, 
as I was informed by a highly respectable offi- 
cer still living, was not invited to take part in 
the projected descent upon Canada, lest the 
glory of the day should be taken from Gene- 
ral Van Ranselaer's cou«n. Colonel Solomon 
Van Ranselaer, an officer in the militia ; both 
of the Van Ranselacrs being, perhaps laudably, 
though, as it turned out, unfortunafely, bent 
on monopolizing the credit of this affair for the 
militia, if not exclusively, at any rate in pre- 
ierance to the regular army." 

General Arms(rong*s remarks are much to 
the same effect — **The troops employed, or 
intended to be employed in this service, were 
principally militia ; and, therefore, not better 
chosen than the object itse'E Why this was 
BO,is a problem not yet satisfactorily explained. 
If it originated in an esprit de corps^ or belief 
of militia efficiency, there may be some color 
of excuse for the error ; but i^ as reported, 
the arrangement was made to gratify the am- 
bition of an individual, the act was not merely 
injudicious but criminal At the period in 
question, there were at the Generars di£^osal 
more than three thousand troops of the line ; 
from whom a corps might have been selected, 
which, well found, equipped, and commanded, 
would not have been either beaten or baffled." 



We have been thus partioalar in making theao 
extracts, as we are anzknis to diow that the 
fiulure of the attack on Qneenston is not to bo 
attributed to any want of troopa, nor must ii 
be considered as a hastily devised plan, as 
preparations had been making for it from the 
period when General Van Ranseteer first 
assumed the command of the army. 

A few days before the battle of Queenston, 

DetpfttobM of o«a. ^^ instructions were 
Brock. forwarded by Greneral 

Brock to the officers in command of the posts 
along the fix)ntior, for their guidance in case 
of attack, and a despatch to Sir Geo. Prevost^ 
dated 12th October, shows that he was fully 
aware of the impending storm, though uncer- 
tain of the direction in which it might break : 

" Major-Gen. Brock to Sir Gea Prevost, 

October 12th. 

" The vast number of troops which have 
been this day added to the strong force pre- 
viously collected on the opposite side, convince 
me, with other indications, that an attack is 
not (kr distant I have, in consequence, di- 
rected every exertion to be made to complete 
the militia to two thousand men, but fear I 
shall not be able to effect my object" 

General Brock's letter of instructions to 
Col. Proctor shows that the situation of the 
Britiafti troops was &r from, being as comfort- ' 
able as Col. Sb Van Ranselaer's statement 
would induce one to suppose. " The unfor- 
tunate disaster which has befallen the Detroit 
and Caledonia will reduce us to great distress. 
They were boarded while at anchor at Fort 
Erie, and carried off; you will leam the par- 
ticulars from others. A quantity of flour and 
a little pork were ready to be shipped for 
Amhcrstburg; but as I send you the flank 
companies of the Newfoundland, no part of 
the provisions can go this trip in the Lady 
Prevost It will be necessary to direct her to 
return with all possible speed, bringing the 
Mary under her convoy. You will husband 
your pork, for I sm sorry to say there is but 
little in the country. 

" An interesting scene is going to commence 
with you. 1 am perfectly at ease as to the 
result, proviac*«l we can manage the Indians, 
and keep them attached to the cause, which, 
in fact, is theirs. 

" The &te of the province is in your haiid% 
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Judging bj every appearance ; we are not to 
remain long idle in this quarter. Were it not 
for the positive injunctions of the commander 
of the forces, I should have acted with greater 
decision. This forbearance may be productive 
of ultimate good, but I doubt its policy, but 
perhaps we have not the means of judging 
correctly. You will, of course, adopt a very 
different line of conduct The enemy must 
be kept in a state of continual ferment If 
the Indians act as they did under Tecumseh, 
who probably might be induced to return to 
Amherstburg, that army will very soon 
dwindle to nothing. Your artillery must be 
more numerous and effective than any the 
enemy can bring,* and your store of ammu- 
nition will enable you to harass him continu- 
ally, without leaving much to chance. 

"I trust you will have destroyed every 
barrack and public building, and removed the 
pickets and other defences around the fort at 
Detroit 

" You will have the goodness to state the 
expedients you possess to enable you to re- 
place, as far as possible, the heavy loss we 
have sustained in the Detroit Should I hear 
of reinforcements coming up, you may rely on 
receiving your due proportion. * • 
May every possible success attend you." 

These letters are interesting, from being 
the last ever written by General Brock, and 
from their showing, also, his energetic yet 
careful mind. 

We have been most diligent in endeavoring 

BaiUe of Qaeenston ^ *^^« »*, as nearly as 
Heighu. possible,a correct version 

of the events of the 13 th October, and for that 

purpose have had many interviews with 

veterans in different parts of the country who 

were present on that occasion. Conflicting 

have been the statements, and it has been no 

easy task to reconcile all the discrepancies, 

should we therefore seem to err, the &ult has 

arisen from no want of careful investigation, 

but from the multiplicity of accounts all 

differing from each other. 

The morning of the 18th was of the the 
cold, stormy character, that marks so strongly 
the chingeful climate of the Canadas. The 
alarm was given before daylight that the 

* The guns and ammuniUou captured at Detroit. 



enemy were m motion, and Captain Dennis 
of the 49th, who was in command at Queenston, 
immediately marched his company (grenadier) 
and the few militia who could be hastily 
assembled, to the landing place opposite Lewis* 
ton ; this small force was soon followed by the 
light company of the 4Uth, and the remaining 
disposable militia force. Here the attempt of 
the enemy to effect a passage was, for some 
time, successfully resisted, and several boats 
were either disabled or sunk by the f^re from 
the one-gun battery on Queenston Heights, 
and that from the masked battery about a 
mile4>e1ow. Several boats were by the fire 
from this last battery so annoyed, that falling 
below the landing place, they were compelled 
to drop down with the current, and rccrosa 
to the American side. A considerable force, 
however, had effected a landing, some distance 
above, by a path, which had been long 
considered impracticable, and was, tlicreforei 
unguarded, and succeeded in gaining the 
summit of the mountain. Had not this been 
done the Americans would have been defeated, 
by the force then present as it was, the body, 
which had made good their ascent, far out* 
numbering the few troops opposed to them, 
carried the battery and turned the right of the 
British position, compelling them to retire 
with considerable loss. No re.«;istance could 
now be offered to the crossing from Lewiston, 
except by the battery at Vromont's pointt 
already spoken of, and from this a steady and 
harassing fire was kept up which did considtsi^ 
able ezecutioa We give what now followed, on 
the authority of a volunteer who was attached 
to the light company of the 49th. 

*' On retiring to the north end of the village, 
on the Niagara road, our little band was met 
by General Brock, attended by his A.D.O., 
Major Glegg, and Colonel M'Doncll.*' He 
was loudly cheered as he cried, '* Follow me, 
Boys!" and led us at a pretty smart trot 
towards the mountain ; checking his horse to 
a walk, he said, **Take breath. Boys!** we 
shall want it in a few minutes!** another 
cheer was the hearty response both from 
regulars and militia. At that time the top of 
the mountain and a great portion of its side 
was thickly covered with trees, and was now 
occupied by American riflemen. On arriving 
at the foot of the mountain, where the road 
diverges to St David*B, General i>muk die- 
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mounted, and, waTing his sword, climbed 
OTer a high stone wall, followed by the troops ; 
placing himself at the head of the light com- 
pany of the 49th, he led the way up the 
mountain at double quick time, in the very 
teeth of a sharp fire from the enemy's rifle- 
men — and, ere long, he was singled out by 
one of them, who, coming forward, took deli- 
berate aim, and flri'd; several of the men 
noticed the action, and fired — but too late — 
and our gallant General fell on his lefl side, 
within a few feet of where I stood. Running 
up to him, I enquired, " Are you much hurt, 
sir ?*^ He placed his hand on his breast, but 
made no reply — and slowh sunk down. The 
49th now raised a Fhout, "Revenge the Gen- 
eral !** and regulars and militia, hd by Colonel 
If cDonell, pressed forward, anxious to revenge 
the fall of their beloved leader, and literally 
diove a superior force up the mountain side, 
to a considerable distance beyond the summit 
The flank companies of the York Militia, un- 
der Captains Cameron and He ward, and 
Lieutenants Robinson, McLean and Stanton, 
bcMdcs many othirs, whose names I forget, 
eminently distinguished thimsclves on this 
occaHon. 

" At this juncture the enemy were reinforced 
by frt^h troops, and after a severe struggle, 
in wliich Colonel McDonell, Ca| tains Dennis 
and Willirms, and most of our ofiicers, were 
either killed or wounded, wo were overpow- 
ered by numbers, and for ced to retreat, as 
the enemy had outflanked us, and had nearly 
succeeded in gaining our rear. Several of 
our men were thus cut off, and made prison- 
ers—myself amongst the number." 

So far, Mr. G. S. Jarvis* account agrees with 
those received from Captain Crooks, Colonel 
Clark, Colonel Kerby, and Captain John 
McMcekin — all of whom were present on this 
occasion. It agrees, also, strictly with James' 
statement. Up to the period of the engage- 
ment the numbers of the British regulars and 
militia had never reached three hundred, over 
two hundred of whom now retreated, and 
formed in front of Vromont's battery, there to 
await reinforcements — while Gen. Van Ran- 
selaer, conHidoring the victory as complete, 
crossed over in order to give directions about 
fortifying the camp which he intended to oc- 
cupy in the British territory, and then recrossed 
to hasten the sending over reinforcements. 



The position of the parties was now thus : 
The Americans occupied the heights at Queen- 
ston, with a force, certainly, exceeding eight 
hundred, and General VanRanselaeradmits,a8 
will be seen in his letter to General Dearborn, 
that " a number of boats now crossed over, 
unannoyed, except by the one unsilenced 
gun," consequently more troops were hourly 
arriving. 

Early in the ^afternoon, a body of about 
fifty Mohawks, under Norton and young 
Brant, advanced through the woods, took up 
a position in front, and a very sharp skirmish 
ensued, which ended in the Indians retiring 
on the reinforcements which had now begun 
to arrive from Fort George. This reinforce- 
ment consisted of three hundred and eighty 
rank and file of the 41st regiment, and Capts. 
James Crook's and McEwen's flank compan- 
ies of the 1st Lincoln ; Capts. NcUis' and W. 
Crook's flank companies of the 4th Lincoln ; 
Hall's, Durand's and Applegarth's companies 
of the 5th Lincoln ; (Cameron's, Howard's and 
Chisholm's flank companies of the York Mili- 
tia ;) Major Merritt's Yeomanry corps, and a 
body of Swayzee's Militia artillery, numbering 
in all between three and four hundred men. A 
short time afterwards. Col. Clark of the Militia, 
arrived from Chippewa, with Capt Bullock's 
company of the 41st; Capts. R. Hamilton's 
and Row's flank companies of the 2nd Lin- 
coln, and volunteer Sedentary Militia. 

The whole British and Indian force thus 
assembled, did not amount to more than one 
thousand rank and file, of whom barely five 
hundred and sixty were regulars. The artil- 
lery consisted of two three-pounders, under 
the command of Lieutenant Crowther of the 
41 St The Indians now mustered, perhaps, 
one hundred men. 

After carefully reconnoitring, Gen. Sheaffe, 
who had now assumed the command, com- 
menced the attack by an advance of his left 
flank,composed of the light company of the 41 st, 
under Lieut, and Adjutant M^Intyre, supported 
by a body of militia and Indians, and a com- 
pany of colored men under Capt. Runchey* 
After a volley, the bayonet was resorted to, and 
the Americans right driven in. The main body 
now advanced under cover of the fire from the 
two three-pounders, and after a short conflict 
fbrced the Americans over the first ridge of the 
heights to the road leading from Queenston to 
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the Falls. Here, finding themselves unsup- 
ported from the opposite 8ide,except by the fire 
from the American batteries, they surrendered, 
with the exception of a few who had thrown 
themselves down a steep ravine. James says 
" they threw themselves over the precipice, as 
if heedless of the danger, and many must have 
perished in the flood. Others, no doubt, swam 
across; and some escaped in the few boats 
that remained entire, or whose crews could be 
persuaded to approach the Canadian shore.*' 
We have, however, a positive assurance from 
Capt John M|u;Micking« that this was not the 
case, and that two only lost their lives by 
being forced over the cliffs ; the reports, also, 
that have been so industriously circulated, of 
the Indians lining the banks and firing on the 
fugitives, are, according to the same authority, 
equally unfounded. The numbers, according 
to James, under General Wadsworth, (who had 
been left in command by General Van Ranse- 
laer, when he recrossed to hurry over rein- 
forcements,) who now laid down their arms, 
amounted to seventy-two officers and eight 
hundred and fifty-eight rank and file, exlusive 
of two full boat loads previously taken. This 
account agrees with the statement of Mr. 
Hepburn, of Chippewa, who alleges that 
the return of prisoners given in by him 
was a trifle over nine hundred and fifty 
men. 

The British loss amounted to sixteen killed, 
and about seventy wounded, making with the 
loss in the morning a sum total of about one 
hundred and fifty killed and wounded. The 
American losB,it is not so easy to arrive at ; one 
writer (Mr. Thompson), states the number as 
ninety killed and eighty-two wounded ; ano- 
ther, Dr. Smith, in his history of the United 
States^ sayp, ** in the course of the day eleven 
hundred troops, regulars and militia, passed 
into Canada fi\>m Lewiston, very few of whom 
returned.'* In the Albany Gazette, at the 
conclusion of a most accurate account of the 
battle, the number that crossed is fixed at six- 
teen hundred, of whom nine hundred were 
regulara This last statement seems the more 
probable when we remember that General 
Van Ranselaer admits eight hundred as over, 
before he sent for the first reinforcements, and 
that the boats were crossing all the morning 

• Voluma 8, p. «)0. 



almoFt undisturbed This would give % \om 
of over six hundred killed and wounded, and 
the number seems by no means improbable 
when we remember that three boats were cut 
to pieces, and that the loss in erossing in the 
morning was very heavy. 

The question now naturally arises, why Hid 
not General Van Ranselaer send over more 
troops, when he found General Sheafle receiv- 
ing reinforcements, so as to retam his supe- 
riority in numbers ? An answer to this will be 
found in his despatch to General Dearborn, in 
which a most ludicrous picture is drawn of 
the behaviour of the American militia at Lewii* 
ton, the more remarkable from the fact of these 
being the very men who, only two days pre- 
viously, were determined on an invasion of 
Canada, without waiting for orders fix)m their 
commanding officer. *' The ardor of the unen- 
gaged troops," says theGeneral, " had entirely 
subsided." Why? asks the reader! Their 
wounded comrades had passed over, had dee* 
cribed the charge of the " green-tigers " and 
militia in the morning, and had warned them 
what they might expect if they came in contact 
with troops infuriated at the loss of their be- 
loved General. Tngersol says : ** Riding among 
the miscreant militia, with some of their officers 
and Judge Peck to second him, the disheart- 
ened and disguKted General Van Ran<^laer in 
vain tried to prevail on them to pass the river, 
and secure the victory won ; one-third would 
do it, he assured them. But neither reason, 
order, persuasion, nor shame had any effect" 
" Fifteen hundred able-bodied men," says Gen. 
Armstrong, ** well armed and cquipped,8hortly 
before clamorous with prowess and untamea- 
ble spirits, now put on the mask of lawfulness 
to hide their cowardice." Col Van Ranselaer 
observes : — " The panic had become so gene- 
ral that but a small portion of our army could 
be prevailed on to cross. The remainder, to 
thiir eternal shame, be it said, instead of lend- 
ing their aid to sustain their gallant brethren 
in their victorious career, stood passively and 
saw them cut up, and captured in the end by 
a force amounting to about one-third of their 
united number." 

« 

These hard expressions, be it remembered, 
are none of our choosing ; they are the senti- 
ments of American writers, and of writers, too, 
who were anxious to palliate the misdeeds of 
that day. It is not a little remarkable how 
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GMwral Wi!kinM>n, wi(h tbe evi dunce of titer- 
pwngM bef )rc him, could pen the fbllovi iti;; : 

"TIm n>nii« of the officers who icconi- 
paniLtl Colonel Vkh RinselBcr in thin hard; 
•nlerprwe dcMrre to be engraved on the Bcmll 
of hmc, fnr Burmoiinting obstacleii atmoitt in- 
■nperable, in the fiice of a deiennini^ enemy. 
nnder % hthvy fire, and diMlod^nt; and purHM 
Ing a Hupurior Turcc, conMixling of two coinps 
niei or the 40th BHtish Ri^mcnt, idvantagu- 
onalf posted, nith sn aiixilitry body or militia 
and Indian!*. It was indued s display of intre- 
pidity rarely exhibited, in which the conduct 
mnd eiecutiun were equally conHpicunus. 

" Ultv true valour, bo often miatakeci for 
animal coiirn^, was attested liy an appeal tci 
the bayonet, which decided ihc conllict with- 
out a ahM. It mii?<t not be fot^ltcn that two 
hundred and twenty-live men accompliMlied 
what six hundre<l were intcndcit to achieve, 
tod the reader will bear in mind, that with 
the lufigle exception nt Colonel Van Raniiulacr, 
it was tbe flrst military combat ia which either 
men or officers hod been engaged. Under <ilf 
tbe ciTcaTn.<tann;i), and on the scale of the 
operationK, the impartial soldier and coiupo- 
tenl Judge will name this brilliant aitair the 
(Af/ (f atnra of the war." 

If UiiH atfur, reMullii'g in unconditional sur- 
render, h to bo coB^dercd an the ch^tTmatrt 
«f the war, we are at a lo^ in what li);ht Die 
capitulation of Uetruit iK to lie viewed. The 
pMMges following are Ktill more nminrkable. 
" f el we he*rd of no mark of dia^nction, no 
bODOiwy proniotiona on the ocea«ion ;* the 
•fficaej' of breveiM had not then been diHcov- 
vcd, nor had it become n: cesAary to cover 
tbe diitgrace of the Oaliinel, by niiiiing up iduU 
Sir the adoration of the people. It ia true, 
complete •ucci'M did nni ultiiiintely crown this 
Rilerpriiie, but two great ends wcie obtained 
Ibr the country. It reHSHtabliMhod the chnrac- 
lerof th« American army, and deprived the 
■nemy, by the death of lirock, uf the bci't 
officer tliat hait headud ibeir Inxips in Usnaila 
lliroiigliout the war, and with hii< loss put an 
end to their brilliant career," — aM waHiminudi- 
ttely extimpliiled by the still more unfortunate, 
bacaiue ridiculous attempt, by Gien. Smyth. 



The absurdity into which GeitenJ Wilkin- 
•atn'* palriotiam has here hiirrfcd bim, is oil 
I par witli that of mme of the veracious his- 
oriea put forth by sundry American authors. 

One writer,(Thf>mpiion,) in his account of tho 
ftlTttir in the morning, miiki:s the AmeiicanB 
■hrce hundreil and twenty strong, "entirely 
routes tbe British 49lh regiment of six hnn- 
dre<i strong, and uniuestbem up tbe height*. 
N'ot satiitltcd with qnodrupling the numben 
.)fthc49th,hea.ld«— "p«rtofthe4lBt were 
acting with the 4!lih. both of which regiments 
'lifltingiiishcd themselves undtr the same com- 
mander in Europe: and the latter had obtain- 
ed the title of the Egvptian Invtnciblea, 
becauie they had never, os art occaswr 
BKriHE, been known to give ground." 

One man of tbe 41st was presenl b tho 
morning, Licntenant Cri)wlher — and he wa« 
the sole representative of the regiment on th« 



AniJlhcr writer, Dr. Smith, like his friond 
Mr. Tliompson, also inlrniluccs the "wheJo 
4!»th regiment, rax hundred strong," adding, 
"Tbfy mutually resorted to tbe bayonet; 
and, alier a blooily conflict, the famous Invin- 
cihles yiehlcd lothe superior energy of their 
antagonists, although so far inferior iti nura- 
burs." We have, however, given extract* 






igh to show bow entirely reg:inlleHS rf 
'truth and facta the greater number of the 
American historians ire, and how they have 
stooped, not only to Uistoft, but actually to 
invent. "These," says Jamin, "are the de- 
lusions so industriously practised upon the 
American people. No wonder then, that those 
among ihera who have never been beaten into 
a contrary opinion, still fancy lliey are pos- 
sessed ofthe powess of demi-g'ids. What, by 
way of eiample, can slioiv tins more dearly 
than the letter fW>ra l.ieut. Co!. John Chryslie, 
of the ISlh, toGeni^ral Gushing, tbe Adjutant 
General. Tliis letter begins, " In ol>edienee 
to onkrs of the 8th insL, requiring from me 
a pariiculur statement in relation to the aflair 
at QucenstoB, I have the honor to transmit 
ajouiTial ofthe incidents connected with that 
affair, which fm.l usokr >iv obsekv avion." 

It IB difflcun to account for a man, holding 
high rank in tlio service, deliberately penning 
a falsebood, CB|>eciaIly when \\m refutation 
was so easy, with so many actois on that 
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bloody Rtege, at hand, and ready to note the 
untruth, we must therefore ascribe the follow- 
ing passage in his "particular statement,'' to 
a diseased imaj»ination. " Our whole pokce 

UNDER ARMS AT TDE TIME, {obout twO^ P. M.) 
WAS LESS THAN THREE HUNDRED, with but OnC 

piece of artillery, and not a dozen rounds for 
it ; yet T am well persuaded a retreat much 
less a surrender, was not thovijrht of; and that 
the troops were in fact in as high spirits as if 
we had been superior." The absurdity of this 
is too glaring, when we remember that half an 
hour after the exhibitit)n of " high spirit^" 
these very gallant soldiers broke and fled like 
HO many sheep before a force slightly inferior. 

We have now shewn the principal events of 

the 13th, and propose to 

D«rii|Wtclie» from lh« . 

two commandiiif offi- give and compare the de- 

cer. compared. gpatches of the opposing 

Generals to their respective commanding offi- 
cers. " From Major General Sheaffe to Sir 
George Prevost.'** 



Fort George, Oct 18, 1>12. 

Sir, — I have the honor of informing your 
Excellency, thnt the enemy made an attack 
with considerable lorce, this morning, before 
day light, on the position of Queenstown. On 
receiving intellijzence of it. Major Gen. Brock 
immediately proceeded to that post, and I am 
excessively grieved in havinq: to add, that he 
fell whilst gallantly cheering his troops to an 
exertion for maintaining it With him the 
position was lost ; but the enemy was not al- 
lowed to retain it long, reinforcements having 
been sent up from this post, composed of regu- 
lar troops, militia, and Indians : a movement 
was made lo turn his left, while some artillery, 
under the able direction of Capt Holcroft, sup- 
ported by a body of infantry, engaged his at- 
tention in front This direction was aided, t00| 
by the judicious position which Norton, and 
the Indians \a ith him, hud taken on the woody 
brow of the high ground above Queenston. 

*' A communication being thus opened with 
Chippewa, a junction was formed of succours 



• FVom General Van Ranadaer, ta the Ameri- 
can Secretary of War. 

Head Qiiartere, Lewiston, Oct. 14th, 1812. 

Sir, — As the movements of this Army under 
my command, since I had luflt the honor to address 
you on tlie 8th, have been of a very important 
character, producing consequences serious to many 
individuals ; esublishing facts actually connected 
with the interest of the service anr* the snfety of 
the army; and as I stand prominently responnible 
for some ot these consequences, I ^be;; leave to 
explain to you. sir, and tlirough you to my country, 
the situation and circumstances in wliich 1 have 
bad to act, and the reasons and motives which 
governed me. and if the result is not h11 thnt mi^lit 
have been wished, lU'ia such that, when the whoi** 
ground shall be viewed, I shall cheerfully submit 
myself to the judgment of my country. 

In my letter on the 8th instant, 1 apprised you 
that the crisU in this campaign wa?« mpidly advnn* 
cing; and that (to repel the same) ** the Mow 
must be soon struck, or all the toil and expense 
of the campaign will go fur nothing, for the whole 
will be tinged with dishonor.** 

Utider stich impressions, I had, on the 6th 
instant, written to Brig. General Kmyth, of the 
United States forces, requestingan interview with 
him. Major General Hall, and the commandants 
of regiments, for the purpose of conferring upon 
the sul ject of future operations. I wrote Major 
General Hall to the same purport. On the lltli 
I had received no answer front Gen. Pmyth ; but 
in a note tome of the 10th, General Hall mention- 
ed that General Smyth had not yet then agreed 
upon any day for the consultation. 

In the mean time, the partial success of Lieu- 
tenant Elliot at Black Rock (of which however, 1 
have received do official luformation) began to 



excite a strong disposition in the troops to act 
This was expressed to me through various chan- 
nels, in the shape of an alternative ; that they 
roust have orders to act, or at all hazards they 
would go home. I forbear here commenting upon 
the obvious consequences, to me personally, of 
longer withholding my orders under auch dream- 
stances. • 

I had a conference with — — , as to the poesi- 
bility of getting some person to pass over into 
Canada, and obtain correct information. On the 
morning of the 4th, he wrote to me that he had 
procured the man, who bore his letter to go over. 
Instructions were given him : he passed over, 
and obtained such information as warranted an 
!:n:r.c'!::.tc attack. This was confidently com- 
municated to several of my first officers, and 
produced great zeal to act; more especially aait 
mi;;ht have a cotitntllinfi effect upon the movement 
at Detroit, where it was supposed that General 
Brock had gone with all the force he dared to 
spare from the Niagara frontier. The best pre- 
parations in my power were, therefore, made to 
dislodge the enemy from the heights of Queens- 
towti, and possess ourselves of the village, where 
the troops might t>e sheltered from the distreaaing 
incletnettcy of the weather. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fleming's flying artillery, 
and a deUichmcnt of regular troops under his com- 
mand, were ordered to be up in season from Fort 
Niagara. Orders were also sent General Smyth 
to send down from Buffalo such detachments of 
his brigade as existing circumstances in that vici- 
nity might warran^ The attack wa^ to be made 
at three o'clock on the morning of the 11th, by 
crossing over in boats from the o'd ferry opposite 
the heights. To avoid any embarrassment in 
' crotuiog the river, (which is here a sheet of violent 
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that had been ordered from that post The 
enemy was then attacked, and, after a short, 
but spirited conflict, was completely dcibatcd. 
I had the satisfaction of receiving the sword ol 
their commander. Brigadier General Wads- 
worth, on the field of battle, and many offi- 
cers, with nine hundred men, were made pris- 
oners, and more may yet be expected. A 
stand of colors and one siz-pounder, were 
also taken. The action did not termin- 
ate till nearly three o^clock in the afternoon, 
and their loss, in killed and wounded, must 
hare been considerable. Ours I believe to 
have been comparatively small in numbers; 
no officers were killed besides Major-Oencral 
Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous 
officers in his Majesty's service, whose loss 
cannot be too much deplored ; and Lieut.-Col. 
M^Donell, provincial aide-de-camp, whose gal- 
lantry and merit render him worthy of his 
chic£ Captains Dennis and Williams, com- 
manding the flank companies of the 49th 



regiment, who were stationed at Queenslon, 
were wounded, bravely contending at the 
head of thiir men against superior numbers; 
but I am glad to have it in my po^er to add, 
that Captain Dennis was fortunately able to 
keep the field, though it was with pain and 
difficulty, and Cnptaiu Williams' wound is not 
likely long to deprive me of his service. 

" I am particularly indebted to Capt Hoi* 
crofi, of the royal artillery, for his judicious 
and skilful co-operation with the guns and 
howitzers under his immediate superintend- 
ence; their well-directed fire contributed 
materially to the fortunate result of the day. 

** Captain Dercnzy, of the 4 1st regiment, 
brought up the reinforcements of that corps 
from Fort Giorge, and Captain Bullock led 
that of the same regiment from Chippewa ; 
and under their conmiands those detachments 
acquitted themselves in such a manner as to 
sustain the reputation which the 41st regiment 
had already acquired in the vicinity ofDeiroit. 



eddies,) experienced boatmen were procured, to 
take the boat«, from the lauding below the place 
of emt»:irka^on. Lieutenant Sim was considered 
the man of the greatest skill for thi^ service ; he 
went aliead, and, in the extreme darkne&<«, passed 
the intended place far up the nver; and there, in 
the most extraurdinary manner, fastened hU boat 
to the sliore, and abandoned the detachment. 
In this front boat he had carried nearly all the 
oars, which were prepared for the boats. In tliis 
agonizing dilemma stooii officers and men, whose 
ardor had not cooled by exposure through tac 
night, to one of the most trememhiiis north-ea^t 
Btonns, which continued uiuibatcd for twenty-eight 
hours, and deluged the whole camp. Colonel 
Vun Raiiselaer was to have commanded the de- 
tachment. 

After this result I had hoped that the patience 
of the troops would have continued, until I could 
submit the plan sug;;csted in my letter of the 8tli, 
that I might act under, and in conformity to, the 
opinion which might be then expressed. But my 
hope was idle; the previousiy excited ardur 
seemed to have gained ne«v heat from the late 
miscarriage; the hniYe men were mortitied to 
stop short of their object, and the dmid thought 
laurels half won by the attempt. 

On the morning of the r2th, such was the pres- 
sure upon me from all quarters, that I became 
satisfied that my refusal to act might involve me 
in SQspicioQ, and the service in disgrace. 

Lteutenant^olooel Christie, who had just ar^ 
riyed at the Four-Mile Creek, and bad, late in the 
night of the 1st, contemplated an attack, gallantly 
ofieied me bis own and his meu*s services: but 
he got my permisMon too late. He now again 
came forward, had a conference with Colonel Van 
Banselaer, and begged that he might have the 
hono" *»'« rv>mmind in the expedition. The ar- 



rangement was made, Colonel Van Ranselaer was 
to command one column of 300 militia; and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chri.'^tie a column of the same 
uuinber of regular troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats, 
and the most confidential and experienced men 
to mannge them. At un early hour in the night, 
Lieuienuiit-Colonel Criristie marched his detncli- 
meut by the rear road Ironi Niagara to the camp. 
At seven in the evening Lieut.-Colonel Siraiui- 
han's regiment moved from Niagara Falls; at 
eight o'clock MeaU*8, and at nine o'clock Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Bland's regiment marched from the 
same place. All were in camp in good reason. 
Agreeably to my orders, issued upon this occa- 
sion, the two columns were to pass over together ; 
ais soon as the heights should be carried, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Fenwick's flviug artilery was to pass 
over ; then Mujor Mullany's detjichment of regu- 
lars ; and the other troops to follow in order. 

Colonel Van Ranseber, with great presei.ce of 
mind, ordered his officers to proceed with rapidity, 
an I storm the fort. This service was gallantly 
periormcd, and the enemy driven down the hill 
in every direction. Soon aller this, both partiefl 
were considerably reinforced, and the conflict was 
renewed in various places. Many of the enemy 
took shelter behind a stone guard-house, where a 
piece of ordnance was now briskly served. 
I ordered the fire of our battery to be directed 
upon the guard-house ; and it was so eflTectually 
done, that with eight or ten shots the tire was 
silenced. The enemy then retreated behind a 
I large stone house ; but in a short time the route 
I became general, a::d the enemy's fire was silenced, 
I except from a one-gun battery, so far down the 
river as to be out of the reach of our heavy ord- 
nance ; and our light pieces could not silence it. 
A »»":nb«'*r of h'''\*:* n',»v ••p«*:pH o^''" "•"»»^no''e*1. 
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" Hiijor General Brock, Boon «flBr his aprim 
■t Qucenslon, htd si'nt down orders for baihT 
ing the American fort at Niagara. Brigaiic 
Tttjof EnnH, who «•» left In charge or Foii 
Oeorge, directed theoperationHagainntit wtt) 
■o much effect, aa to ailcnce its fire, and Ir 
fbroe the troops to abandon it; and, b; liis 
prudent precautions, he prcTented mischief ot 
a most Bcrious nature, which otherwiiie might 
have been efTi'cte'l — the enemj having a'cd 
heated shot in firing at Fort George. 

" In these services he was most effcctualt; 
uded by Colonel ClauK, who reniiincd in tlie 
liwt at my desire, and hy Captain Vigourcau: 
of the Kojal Engineers. Brigadc-H^o 
Evann aim mentions the conduct of Captain<> 
Powell and Cameron of the Militia Arlilleri. 
in tcmiH Of commendation. 

"lieut Cronther, of the ilst Regimecl, 
bad rharge of two three-poundera that hii<l 
accompanied the movement of our little eorp;, 
Knd they were employed with good eSl-cL 

■* Capt Glegg, of the 49th Regiment, aide 
de-camp to our larotnted friend and GenemI, 
aSbrdtMl me most esaential nssivtanre ; and I 
found the services of Lieutenant Fowler, of 



etcept by the one undlenced gnn. For tomt 
time ader > had puwed over the vielorv appvard 
cmnplcte, but iii eipeclalion of farther attacks, 
I WIS Isking tneaauTVi tor forrlfylng my camp int- 
msdlatetv; the direction of ih la mft ice 1 coniiiiii- 
ted lo Lienteiiant Totten. uf the enf^neeni. Bm 
very noon the onemj wtre rcinrorred liy a deslC'- 
tnent of several liandred Indians from Chippcwn ; 
they commenced a furinua auach ; but WKf-i 
promptly met uid routed by the rifle ind Inyonet. 
By this tinie I perceived mylmop* were embark- 
big very shirly, I passed immediately over to 
•derate their mnvementa; but, to my utter 
■atonixhrnent, I fimnd that, it the very moijieiii 
when complete victory wu in our hands, ill!' 
ardor of the unenipgcd troops had entirely anb- 
alded. I rode in dl directions: urged the men in 
every consideratinn to pisa nrer, bat in vain 
Lleaten■n^Oo1onel Bloom, who had been woondeil 
in acdon, relumed, mounted liis horae and rod:* 
lbrou|{h the CHmp ; as did also Jartge Peek, i(h<-i 
happened lo he here, eihorting the compaoJes 1'^ 
proceed, bet all in vain. 

At thia time a larce reinforcement fKim Fori 
Oeoige wa* discovered comlDj; tip the river, is 
the tialtery on (lie hill va* considerad an Impon- 
aet check u^nataaeendinfcthebeighta.measarts 
were inimeaUtety taken to send them • freeh sap- 
ply ofameni^n, aa I learnt there were only leFI 
twenty shot for the si^bleen-poaeders. Theretb- 
fcreementi. however, obliqued to tlie right fiom 
Ifae mad, and fanned a junction with the Indians 
ta rMT of tb« heights. Findhig to my InflBlie i 



the 4lBt Regiment, AKsislant Deputy Quarter* 
maBter-General, very useful. I have derived 
much aid, too, fVom the activity «nd intelli- 
gence of Lieutenant Kerr, of the Qlengarr^ 
Fencibtes, whom 1 employed in communicating 
with the Indians and other flanking parti en. 

" I was unfortunateiy deprived of the aid of 
the cipcrience and ability of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Myers, Deputy Quarter- Master Qen*- 
ral, who had been sent up to Fort Erie, a few 
days before, on dnty, which detained him 

" Lieutenant-Col nncl Butler and Clark of 
the Uilitia, and Captalna Hatt, Durand, Itow^ 
Applegarth, James, Crooks, Cooper, Kobert 
Hamilton, UcEwen, and Duncan Cameron; 
and Lieutenants Robinsont and Butler, com- 
manding flank rompaiiies of the Lincoln and 
York Militia, led their men into action with 
great PpiriL tlnjor Uerritt, commanding tba 
Niagara dragoon.*, accompanied me, and gava 
much assistance with part of hla corpa. Cap- 
A. Hamilton, belonging to it, was disabled 
from riding, and attached hinweir to the gona, 
under Captain Boterod, who speaks highly of 
bis activity and usefhlneHS. I beg leave to 



iiortification, that no reinforcemenla wnald paia 
>ver; seeing that another severe conflict maat 
noa eomtiience; and knooing that the bra** 
iieo at the hclghia were quite eihausted, and 
learly out of ammanllinn ; sll I coald do, was to 
lend them a freali supply of cartridges. At tMl 
:ritlcsl nioiiient 1 denpatehed a note to Oeneial 
Wadsworth acquainting him with our sttnallmii 
, leaviug the cour»e to be pursued much to bis own 
judgment ; with the assnrmnce that if lit thought 
liest to retreat, I would endeavor tosendasiuanj 
iMMti IB I couid comnisnil, and cover hia retreat 
liy every fire 1 could safely make. But iheboata 
vers disfiened ; msnj of the boatmep had fled, 
panic struck ; and but fe* got olT. My note, 
iiowever, could liut little UKire than have reached 
<Ieueral W. ibout four o'clock, whan a mart 
severe and obstinate conflict commenced, and 
rontiniied for about half an hour, with a tremei^ 
'lous fire of cannon, flying artillery and moshetiy. 
The enemy succeeded In re-pOMMsing their baU 
lery, sjid gaining advantage on every ride ; iha 
lirave men who bad galeed the victory being ei- 
liBuated of strength and ammonition, and grieved 
.it the unpardonable Beglect of their i^w sU> 
diara, gave up the conflict 

I can only add, thatche victory wst really wont 
but loatfor the want of a small rebiftrceaMM; 
one-third part of the idle men night kav^ 
stved alL I have the honor (o be, te. 

Srtnu Tax ""f""^, 
Hon. William Kualis. 
SaotMaty of War. 

t Wow Chief Jawies w l^ipsr Caastfc "" 
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add, that Tolunteers Shaw, Thomson, ' and 
Jarvift, attached to tho flank corapanics of the 
4V*tb Regiment, conducted themselves with 
great spirit ; the first having been wounded, 
and the last having been taken prisoner.* I 
beg leave to recommend these young men to 
your EzoelleDcy*s notioe. 

*' Norton is wounded, but not badly; he 
and thelndians particularly distinguished them- 
selves, and 1 have very great satisfaction in 
assuring your Excellency that the spirit and 
good conduct of His Majesty*s troopn, of the 
militia, and of the other provincial corps, 
were eminently conspicuous on this occasion. 

** I have not been able to ascertain as yet the 
Dumber of our troops, or oftho:^ of the enemy 
engaged ; ours did not, I believe, exceed the 
number of the prisoners we have taken ; and 
their advance, which effected a landing, pro- 
babl? amounted to thirteen or fourteen hun- 
dre 1 men. 

'* I shall do myself the honor of transmitting 
to your Excellency further details, when I 
shad have received the several reports of the 
occurrences which did not pass under my own 
observation, with the return of the casualties, 
and those of the killed and wounded, and of 
I he ordnance taken. 

" I have the honor to be, 
(Signed,) R. H. Sbbaftb, 

Major- Q€Mr<iL '* 

Bj comparing these twq bulletins (General 
8heafile*s and Van Ranse aer) with the text, 
the reader will be able to form a ytry Mr 
Judgment as to the parties who were really en- 
tilled to Uie honor of the day. Two passages 
in General Van Ranselaer^s dispatch must not 
be oreriooked : what ho styles '* the fort ** that 
was atOTBifid with such '* presence of mind *' 
by Col. Tan Ranselaei , was in reality a one- 
gun battery, and was the oo^ approach to a 
defence on the beighta In the afternoon 
there were two three pounders, but the 
eighteen^pounder had by that time been 
i^ked. la another place General Van Ran- 
aehwp states^*' The enemy were reinforced by a 
detachment of several hundreds of Indians 
froA Chippewa.*' Now, after tte most dili- 
tnieoqoiiy mto the Indian force, flomTariooa 
eflkera who distingalsh^ thttDselves on this 



•A Ci^lKinor BTilitia wu givmin txchuM figc m$* 
Jwvif a wiek sftor tiM batUt. 



occasion, we have not been able to make the 
numbeis of the Indians anything approaching 
to one hundred, at any part of the day. 
Neither General Van Ransalaer, nor any of 
his offlcer8,everhad anopportunity of knowing 
what the real number of the Indians were, for 
they were masked by trees; the several 
hundreds existed only in the imagination of 
the General and his troops. 

Another dispatch* which we give below, is 
also very incorrect Captain Wool gives the 
49th regiment four flank companies, and 
stations G( neral Brock at their head,thu8 giving 
the Americans credit for all the offensive 
operations in the early part of the day, when 
it is notorious that after compelling the two 
flank companies to retiy^ the Americans acted 
afterwards on the defensive. 



* From Captain Wool to Colonel Van Ban^ 

oelaer, 

Buflklo Oct. 28, 1812. 
DiAa Sia, 

1 have the honor to comroanicate to vou the 
circuin«tance8 attending the storming of Queena- 
toii batter J on the 18th inat ; with those wiiich 
happened previously yon are already well ac- 
quainted. 

In pureaance of your order, we proceeded roand 
the point and ascended the rocks, whieb broughl 
us partly in rear of the battery. We took it with- 
out much resistance. I immediately formed behind 
it, and fronting the village, when 1 observed Oen. 
Brock with his troops fovned, consisting of four 
compaides of the 49th regiment, and a fbw militia* 
marching for our left flank. I iujroe«liately de- 
tached a party of 150 men, to take poasession of 
the heights above Queenston battery, and to 
hold Oen. Brock in check ; but, in consequence 
of his superior force, they retreated. I sent a re« 
inforcement; notwithstanding which, the enemy 
drove us to the edge of the bank ; when, with 
the greateat eiertions, we brought the troops to 
a stand, and I ordered the officers to bring their 
men to a charge as soon aa the amrpunition was 
expended, which was executed with some oon* 
fusion, and in afew momenta the enemy retreated. 
We pursued them to the edge of the heights, 
when Col. McDonald had his horse shot from 
under him, and was mortally wounded. In the 
interim, General Brock, in attempting to rally his 
forces, was killed, when the enemy (Uspersed in 
in every direction. As soon aa it waa practicable, 
I formed the troops in a Une on the heiffhta 
fronting the village, and immediately detached 
flanking parties, which consiated of Capt. Maches- 
ney, of the 6th regiment, Ueat. Smith, and Ensign 
Oroavenor, with a small detachment of riflemen, 
who had that moment arrived ; at the aame thne, 
I ordered Ueat. Gnoesvoort and Lieut. Randolph, 
with a detachment of artillery, to drill out an 18- 
pounder which had been previously aplked. aad, 
u poidble, to bring it to bear upon tho Tillagt. 
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Agnin, Greneral Brock had not then arriyedf 
and it was his airiyal that led to the brilliant 
charge in which an inferior force compelled a 
superior force to retire up dill; one of the 
most brilliant and daring feats on record, and 
in which the railitia distinguished themselves to 
the full as much as the regulars, fighting side 
by side, and animated wiih a burning desire to 
revenge the loss of a commander whose inter- 
course with them had inspired at once respect 
and affection. There is very little doubt that 
the death of the British General cost the life 
of many an invader on that day, which would 
otherwise have been spared. 

As we are unacquainted with the prescrva- 

Pem>,mi appear- tioi|i)f any portrait, public 
•nceufGeii. Brotk. or^Hvate, of Gen. Brock 
in this country, it may not be uninteresting to 
give here a slight sketch. In person he was 
tall and stout^ even inclinii^ to corpulency ; 
of fair and florid complexion; with a large fore- 
head and full face, though the features were 
not prominent His eyes were rather small, 
of a greyish blue, with a slight cast in one of 
them. His mouth was small, with flne teeth, 
and wlKn his countenance was lighted by a 
smile tfie expression was particularly pleasing. 
In manner he was exceedingly affable and 
gentlemanlike, of a cheerful and social habit 
partial to dancing, and^ though never married, 
he was extremely partial to female society. 

Of the soundness of his judgment and 
bravery we have already adduced sufiQcicnt 



The wounded and prisoners I ordered to be col- 
lected, and sent to the guard-house. About this 
time, winch was about three or four o'clock in the 
afternoon, Lieut.-Col. Christie arrived, and took 
the coniuiand. ^e ordered me across the river 
to get my wounds dressed. I remained a short 
time. Our flanking parties had been driven in 
by the Indians, but Oon. Wads worth and otiier 
officers arriving, we 'had a short skirmish with 
tliem, and they retreated, and I crossed the river. 

The officers engaged in storming the battery 
were Captains Wool and Ogilvie; Lieutenants 
Kearney, Ilugouin, Carr. and Simmons, of the 48d 
regiment ; Lieutenant Ganesvoort and Randolph, 
of the light artillery ; and Major Lush, of the mili- 
tia. 

I recommend to your particular notice Lieuts. 
Randolph, Carr, and Kearney, for their b;^ve 
conduct exhibited during the whole of the action. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient bumble Servant, 
John E Wool, Capt. 13th regt. inft, 

Cok)nel Van Ransclaer. 



evidence (o render any further comment super- 
fluous, especially as our notes will show the 
sentiments of the Province on the occasioD of 
his death. 

The " Quebec Gazette ^' contained the notice 
^ .. . ^ of his death which will be 

Public opinion of - ■,11 * a al 

Geii. Brnck'* cbarac- found below 4* and the sen- 

ter «i.d value. ^.^^^^^^ ^^ ^j^^ jj^^.^^ q^. 

t 

vernment on the melancholy occasion, were 
thus expressed in a despatch from Earl 
Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies, to 
Sir George Prcvost : — 

** Ilis Royal Highness the Prince Regent ia 
fully aware of the severe loss which IJis Ma- 
jcsty*8 service has experienced in the death of 
Major-Gcneral Sir Isaac Brock. This would 
have been suflicient to have clouded a victor/ 
of much greater importance. 11 is Majesty has 
lost in him not only an able and nuritorioua 
officer, but one who, in the exercise of his 
functions of provisional Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province, displayed qualities admirably 
adapted to dismay the disloyal, to reconcile 
the wavering, and to animate the great mass 
of the inhabitants against successive attempts 
of the enemy to invade the Province, in the 
last of which he fell, too prodigal of that life of 
which his eminent services had taught us to 
understand the value." 

* The news of the death of this excellent officer 
has been received here as u public calumity. 
The attendant circumstances of victory scarcely 
checked the painful sensation. His long re^iidenee 
in thisi province, and particularly in this place, had 
made him in habits and good offices almost a 
citizen ; and his frankness, conciliatory dit>po6ilion 
and elevated demeanour, an estimable one. The 
expret>8ioi)8 of regret as general us he was known, 
and not uttered by friends and acquaintance only, 
but by every gradation of class, not only by grown 
persons, but young children, aru the test of his 
worth. Such too is the only eulogium worthy of 
the good and brave, and the citizens of Quebec 
have with solenm emotions, pronounced it to hit 
memory. But at this anxious moment other feel- 
ings are excited by his loss. General Brock had 
acquired the confidence of the hihabitants 
within his own government. He bad secured 
their attachment permanently by his own 
merits. They were one people animated by 
one disposition, and this he had gradually 
wound up to the crisis in which they were placed. 
Strange as it may seem, it is to be feared that he 
had become too important to them. The herole 
militia of Upper Canada, more particularly, bad 
knit themselves to his person ; and it is yet to be 
ascertained whether the desire to avenge his death 
can compensate the many embarrassmenta U will 
occasion*. 
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CONTENTS. 

Opinions of the Press respecting General Brookes 
character and value, continued. — Armistice 
concluded the day after the battle. — Treatment 
of the prisoners. — Disposal of the prisoners. — 
Attempts of the Press to keep up the " war 
spirit '* by misrepresentation. — Refusal of the 
Militia to cross the Niagara River, another proof 
that the war was not as popular as represented. 
— Resignation of General Van Ranselaer, and 
appointment of General Smyth. — Destruction 
of the fortifications at Black Rock, and of the 
furs taken in the Caledonia.— Capture of Cana- 
dian voyagcurs. — General Smyth's proclama- 
tions. — Invasion of Canada by General Smyth. 
—Effects of this failure at invasion. — Position 
of affairs on the Detroit and Lower Canadian 
frontiers. — Causes of General Dearborn's in- 
action. 

The two notices, we have already given, might 

almost be considered suf- 

Opiaionsorthe Prc8&, c .^. ., r ^l 

»Mpec4ing Gen. Brook's UClCnt CViacnce Of thc 

value, eminence to which Gen. 
Brock had raised him- 
self by his civil and military talents, and of 
^hc correspondcntly deep grief with which his 

* The private letters from Upper Canada, in giv- 
ing the account of the late victory at Queenston, 
^re partly taken up with encomiastic lamentations 
^pon the never-to-be-forgotten General Brock, 
"^bich do honor to the character and talents of 
"Mhe man they deplore. The enemy have nothing 
^^^o hope from the loss they have inflicted ; they 
^lave created a hatred which panteth for revenge. 
^.AUhough General Brock may be said to have fallen 
%a the midst of his career, yet his previous ser- 
^Vices in Upper Canada will be lasting and highly 
^^eneficial. When he assumed the government of 
"^he province, he found a divided, disaffected, 
^^nd, of course, a weak people. He has left them 
^%inited and strong, and the universal sorrow of 
^^he province attends his fall. The father, to his 
^Bh ildreu, will make known the mournful story. 
^The veteran, who fought by his side in the heat 
mmd burtbea of the &.j of our deliverance, will 
^renerate his name. 

8 



^^laracter 
^unlinued. 



and 



untimely fate was deplored throughout, not 
only these Provinces, but thc Mother Country 
also. Yet we feel tempted to add one or two 
more tributes to his memory. The first is 
from a Montreal paper of the day;* thc second 
from Ilowison's "Sketches of Upper Canada."! 
The most conclusive proof, however, of the 
general estimation in which Sir Isaac Brock 
was held, is, perhaps, to be found in General 
Van Ranselacr's loUer of condolence to Gen. 
ShealTe, on the occasion of his funeral, in which 
Gen. Van Ranselaer expresses his desire to pay 
'* a just tribute of respect to the gallant dead," 
and informs Gen. ShcafTe, that *' I shall order 
a salute for the funeral of General Brock to 
be fired here, J and at Fort Niagara this after- 
noon. 

This generous conduct of Gon. Van Ranselaer 
evinced feelings worthy of a soldier and a 
man. 

Thc President, Mr. Madison, when alluding 
to the battle of Queenston in his message to 
Congress, observed, " Our loss has been con- 
siderable*, and is deeply to be lamented. That 
of thc enemy, less ascertained, will be the 

f He was more popular, and more beloved by the 
inhabitants of Upper Canada, than any man they 
ever had among them, and with reason ; for he 
possessed, in an eminent degree, those virtues 
which add lustre to bravery, and those talents 
that shine alike in thc cabinet and in thc field. 
His manners and dispositions were so conciliating 
as to gain the affection of all whom he commanded, 
while his innate nobleness and dignity of mind 
secured him a respect almost amounting to vene- 
ration. He is now styled the Hero of Upper Ca- 
nada, and, had he lived, there is no doubt but the 
war would have terminated very differently from 
what it did. The Canadian farmers are not over- 
burthened with sensibility, yet I have seen seve- 
ral of them shed tears when an eulogium was 
pronounced upon the immortal and generous- 
minded deliverer of their country. 

General Brock was killed close to the road that 

tLewiston. 
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mor« felt, u it locludea amongst the killed tbc 
oommuidiDg general, who wu tiao the Gover- 
nor of the ProTiDce." 

Genenl Brock was interred on the 16th 
October, with his A.D.C., Col. HcDonnell, at 
Fort George. Miyor Glegg says on the sub- 
ject,— " Concei»ing that an interment, in 
every respect military, would be the most 
appropriate, I mulo choice of acaralier bastion 
which he had lately suggested, and which had 
jut been finished under his daily Buperintcnd- 

Oo the monunganer the hatUe,an armistjcet 

ArmMin omckidrd *'*B concluded by Gene- 

*• ^1 »"•' "« '•'"'■ rals Van Ranselaer and 
Sheafie. JameB,]n reference to this proceeding, 
remarks,— "It ii often said that we throw 
ftway with the pen, what we gain by ttte 
Bword. Had General Brock surriTcd the 
Qneenston battle, he would have made the 
ISth October a sUll more memorable day by 
crossing the rirer and ourying Fort Niagara, 
which at that precise time was nearly stripped 



lead* through Qaecnatoo TilUge ; thia spot maj 
be called claauc graoad, for a tkw of it moBt awa- 
ken in the minds of all those who dulj appreciate 
the greatness of bis character, and are acquainted 
irith the nstare of hii resourcet and eiertiuis, 
faeUogs as varm and eDthasiastic as the conlem- 
platioD of monamenta coosectsted b; anliquitjr 

Hatnrs bad been very boimtifol to Sir Isaac 
Brock in those personal pftg which appear to such 
peculiar advantage in the army, and at the first 
elsDce the soldier and the gentlemsn vers seeo. 
In stature he was tall, bis fine snd benevoieDt 
coanteDaoee was a perfect indei of his mind, and 
his manners were courteous, fiaok, sad engaging. 
Brave, hbersl, and humane ; devoted to his sov- 
ereign, aod lovJag bis country with tomantic fond- 
nesa; in eonunand so gentle and persnssjte, ;et 
to firm, that he potaested the rare Caculty of so- 
qiuring both the respect and the attachment of all 
who served under him. When nrgcd bj some 
fiieoda, sbortlj before bia death, to be more care- 
fill of his person, he replied : " Bow can I expect 
my men to go wberelam afraid to lead tbem;" 
and allhougb, parhapi, bia sniieiy ever to shew a 
good example, by b^ng foremost hi danger, in- 
duced bim to expose himself more thsn strict pro- 
dence or lormalltj warrooled, jet, if he erred on 
this point, bia error was that of a soldier. Ele- 
vated to the government oi Upper Canada, bcre- 
claimed many ot the disaffected by mildnesa, and 



rock on which so nuo; proTincial governorshave 
split, he mated equal lavor and justice to all. 
tTtaaamiiMirawutobainraneeiilTiuiUialnntier 
bslwseo lakes Oalaiio and Etis. 



of its garrison. Instead of doing this, and of 
putting an eod to the campaign upon Um 
Niagara frontier, General SheafTe allowed 
himself to be persuaded to sign an armistice^ 
Ihe very thing General Tan Ranselaer wanted. 
Thelatter, of course, assured his panic-strack 
militia, that the British General had sent to 
implore one of him; (rather a hasty cone! usitm 
this of Junes,} and that he, General Van 
Ranselaer, had consented, merely to gun tims 
to make some necessary arrangements. Such 
of the militia na had not already scampered 
off, now agreed to suspend their journey home- 
ward, and try another experiment at invaaioii.'' 
When James penned the above, he did not 
take into consideration, that the number of 
Amorican prisoners, then in Qeneral Sheaffis*! 
charge, far exceeded the Qoit«d strength 
of his whole army, when the lediaa force wat 
withdrawn ; and, beaidos, tbatt with his very 
ianited means of defence, he had a fVoalier ot 
forty mites to protect- He seems also to hav« 
lost sight of tho Gict that General Tan Ran. 
Belaer retired from iht command on the 16th 



Bridsb-born subjects soon felt convinced that whh 
bim tbeir religion or their birth-place was no ol^ 
ilacla in Ibsiradvanoemeot. Even over tbomlnda 
of the Indians Sir Isaac Brock gained, aland sfter 
the capture of Detroit, an ascendency sllogethec 
nneiampled, and which he judicionsty eiercEted 
lor purposes conducive equally to the eanse of 
homanity and to the interests ot his eosntry. He 
Higaged them to throw aside the scalping knife, 
implanted in theh- bressts the virtsea of clemenoy 
and forbearance, and tan^t tbem to feel pleasure 
uid pride in the compassion extended to a van- 
ijuiabed enemy. In return they revered him as 
Ibeir common father, aod while under his com- 
mand were gnilt j of no excesBes. Itis well known 
Ihat this untutored people, the children of the 
lorests, value peivonil much more highly tbaa 
mental qualities, hot the union of boU In thdr 
leader was happily calculated to bnpresa tb^ 
hanghtj and maecnUne minds with respect and 
idmirstion ; and the apeecb delivered by Tecum- 
!eh, after the capture of Detroit, is illBstntrre of 
[be sentiments witb which be had inspired theae 
warlike tribes. "J have heard," observed that 
i^hieftobim, "muchof jour fluae, andimbsppy 
igain to shake by the band a brave broAer war- 
rior. The Americans endeavour to give nt • 
mesn opinion of Britbb Generals, bnl we Iiavo 
been the witnesses of your valonr. Id croasiiig 
the river to sttack the enemy, we observed jmi 
Irom a distance standing the whole tims in as 
erect posture, and, when the boats reached ihe 
shore, yoo wera amoog lbs first who jumped «■ 
land. Tour bold and aodden movessenta frighfr' 
sped the enemy, snd you coatpelled them to bk^ 
render to hall their own Iintio." 
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IMobar. He (Oen. Tan Rftnaalaer) Metus 
tadead to han resolnd on this eoarae unn 
twn ivjt bcfiiK, for In Ilia letter of die ICth, 
to Oenenl Sh«affe, ha writca,— "Aa thii is 
prabablj the last commuofcation I aball have 
the honour to make to joa," ic This does 
not look much Kke eatartaiaing hopes of 
third descent on Canada. Christie's remark 
•re mora deMrriag of considcratioi). I 
■peaking of tlie armistice be writes: — " Thf 
Mad the former armistice, without aSbrdinj; 
may present advantage, prored of maleritl 
pr^odice to the British on Lake Erie. The 
Amerieaoa availed themselrea of ao fitrorablc 
■■ occasion to forward their naTsl storea, 
onmoieated, from Black Rot^ to PreMjue Isle, 
bj water, which they could not othcrwiae 
have eflected, but with immense trouble and 
expense, bj land, and equipped at leisure the 
fleet which aAerwards wrested from us the 
eotniaaod of ttiat lake." There is mneb 
ftree in these remarks, jet with a body of 
priaoneia equalling in number his whole force, 
sad with an enemy in front of double hia 
■ttength, it is not to be wondered st, that 
General Sheaffe should have adopted prudent 
% ao u to dispose, at least, of his 



Although it has been very generally acknow- 
TrcMiHut itf lb* ledged that the prisoners 
I™*"™ were treated with great 

kindness and conadention, yet a few mis- 
representations hare crept abroad on the 
nt^ecL One writer (Author of Sketches of 
the War) says — " For want of will or power 
they pat no reatraint upon their Indian 
who were alripping and scalping not only the 
■Un but the dying that resiuncd on the field 
«f battle," and in proof of his ass 
addnces tba Ikcts, that a Oapt Ogilrie recog- 
wtiail the corpse of an Bnsign Horcla, which 
had been stripped of it* abirt, and a dead 
■oldisr whose scull had been doren by a toma- 
hwrk ; he fergeta,howeTer,or seems to consider 
It BBneoeasary, to enquin whether the enrign'a 
Airt had not bean stolen by one of hia own 
Man, or whether the soldier might not hare 
veaived the fatal blow during tho contest 
Te iMly bring these trifiea forward to abow 
knr ansions to mivepreBent some American 
writers have been, and how dadrons to palliato 



on the Indians daring thur long and numerous 
frontier wan. 

Two days aAer tha battle, the prisonen 
D^obI i'' Ub priB- *^ wounded, both milt 
""^ tia and regulars, wera 

sent across the rirer, upon thuir parole, as 
were Oeneral Wadsworth, and (James saya all 
Chriatie some) the prindpal ofBccia, tho noa- 
commiaaimied officers and privates' of tha 
regular anny were sent te Uontreal to await 
their exchange. Christie remarks on tho 
sulyect, — " Among the American prisoner^ 
twenty-three men wen found, who, hsring 
declared themaoWes Britiah-born subjects, wen 
sent to England for trial u traitors." 

Thia gave occaaioa to retaiiato upon British 
prisoners in America, and a like number of 
the latter were put into close confinement as 
bostages for tho safety of the traitors by order 
of the American govemmenL 

The attempts of the press to prevent 
Aiumpuorikepren the gupportars Of the 
^"'tiyaimrnm- "<'* Unpopular war from 
io^ becoming disguatod with 

(he manifold reveTsea which had, ao far, attend- 
ed all the military operationa undertaken, 
iTOuld be amusing, were not a feeling, akin 
U contenpt, exdtcd. The Official Organ, cor- 
responding toj our Annual Begister, or tha 
Military and Naval Chronicle, appears at this 
time to have been " Nile's Wedtly Register," 
and a few short exracte will show not only 
how, with Qeneral Van Ranselaer's dispatck 
before them, they misreprearated every oc- 
currence, but how ignorant they actually wera 
of the true portion of the aSalrson the frontier. 
In Na of V<ri. 8, we find the Mowing 
psrticBlsrE^ page 140; 

" The binding appears to have been effected 
under a dreadfiil fire &om the enemy. Ad 
[nstant appeal was made to the bayonet, and. 
the British were soon disposseeaed of aU the ad< 
vantages they had in the ground ;" no notice 
is taken of the manner in which Wool, "the 
hero of the day," as be is styled, ascended the- 
h^)ts without expoaing himaelf or the troops 
ider his eoBonnsnd to a sin^e shot A Uttlo 
rurthar on, " three hundred and twenty man 
^lisrged Uie famous 49th British B.'giment,. 
li K hundred stiODg, and pnt them completely t* 
ai^" and ■• a ennnins SW ** t^ '"''''■"^ 
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kchiercmentB of the 1IB7, the ■fteraoon oc- 
cnrrenccs wn thus disposed of: "our men 
though outflaakod and almoit mrrounded, 
feaght for u) hour and a hftlfmore; when, 
worn dovm with eleven honn elertion, the; 
retreated without the loss of a man, to the 
nai^n of the river, but to their extreme 
mortification, not a boat waa there to receive 
them." Such gallantry deserved a better 
&te, forafter waiting in " this painful «tuation 
for over a quarter of an hour, this qallaht 
little bund surrendered to live times their 
number," On page 141 we And that " the 
position opposite Qucenston U Black RoekP' 
Enough, however, on this subject, although it 
might hnvo hcon expected that a paper, 
almost bearing an official character, would 
have scarcely dared to give publicity to such 
ridiculous statement ; statements which only 
serve to show how strenuous were the efforts 
made to prevent the refusal of the Militin to 
cross at Lcwiston, appearing in its true light, 
viz. as a proof that the wi 



refusal to cross the border, on the plea of its 
being imconstitational, waa one of th« fkctiooa 
dogmas of the war, preached by the diaaffccted 
of Massachusetts, who imagined, doubtless 
that the doctrine might be vary ranvenient 
in the event of war in that region. 

The Eentuckians marched anywhere, Ottj 
had no scruples ; whyt Because the war ww 
popular with them, and they laughed at tha 
idea that it was unconstitutional to cross a 
river or an ideal frontier, in the service of th^ 
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four days after the battle. General 
RF^in»ii«i of Ocne. Van Banselaer, disgusted 

^'[Hilm'incni'nrtTJucra] *'■<'' ^^e conduct of the 
'^"'i"'' Militia, and, as ho ex- 

pressed it, with " being compelled to nitnen 
thcEacriticB of victory, so gallantly won, on tha 
shrine of doubl," received permission from 
General Dearborn to retire, and the command 
of the central or Niagara army devolved on 
unpopular Krigndier General Smyth, an ollicer from 
>e- nhose patriotic and professional prctcnsiotH, 

We contend that the conduct of the greater "'* ™""""''5 ""d drawn many favorable eon- 
part of the American '^'"""'"^ " Norway says General Armstrong, 
Beftm*! of iht Miuia jjjjj^^ ^^ jy^ occasion "thceslimotcmadeofhismilitary characterbj 
(he (Jovemment, more correct, as it took tat 
granted, a temperament, bold, ardont and 
i-ntcrprising, and requiring only resfriclion to 
render it useful." In the orders (:ivcn for tha 



Sii"Vie «TiT w"mm M '^"■1 ^ fairly adduced I 
popuUiriu reprcMmcd. ^g g^ additional ' proof ' 
that the wnr was for from being as popular as 
le party in Congress would fain have rcprc 



scnted it. It is notorious that many of the 
Pennsylvania Militia refused to cros.'* into 
Canada, while others returned, after having 
crossed the line, on constitutional pretexts. 
An attempt has been made to excuse this, and 



regulntioii of his conduct, he was accordingly 
I'jrbidden most emphatically by the minister 
.it war, " to make any new attempt at inva- 
^ion with a force less than three thousand 
I'ombatants, or with means of traniiportation 



. iier." 



the Niagara) insufficient to i 
r sunultaneously the whole of that num- 



the argument has been brought forward Hint 

the English Militia are not traniiportcd ovf 

sea to Hanover, and that the French Nationi 

Guards and the German Landwehr arc troopK [ ingersol, in his noticesof the war, obserrea, 

appropriated to service within the country; | ■'General Smyth closed the campaign of 1819^ 

hutonthootherhanditshouldbebonieinmind Jin that quarter, by a failure much ridiculed, 

that there are standing armies in these coun- . .. . 

tries, and that there is none, or neit to none, 
in America, and that this doctrine is tanta- 
mount to a virtual renouncing of all offensive 



operationsin war, by that country where there 
ia but a regular standing force equal to 
garrison duties, and destroys at once all 
military operations. 
The truth is, and American wril«i« may 



blink it or explain it as they please, that the I part of the 



ind yet vindicated, at all events a miserable 
abortion, which, in November, instead of 
atoning for, much increased, our discredit of 
October." Before, however, entering on the 
subject of the invasion of Canada by Genoal 
Smyth, we must not omit two events whkb, 
though not of importance, yet should not be 
entirely lost sight of, as one espesially ml 
made the subject of much boasting on the 
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The first of these events iras the destruction 
Dwnwii™ of rmr. of »f 'l"* "'^^ bamwka *t 
*jrfomS«uo||i,ibi«k Black Rock, bj the bat- 
Bksu' b Ike Caledonu. tericE at Port Erio, under 
Ucut-Col. iijen, and the burning of the 
fiira vhich had formed part of the cargo of 
the CtUcdonia, llie details of the capture of 
which n-e have already given, Tliia was at 
least satisfactory, as the Americans had not 
fiulcd in their accounts to give very magnifi- 
eent eulimates of the value of these same 

The stcooii event iras Ibc capture on the 
Cif*an ddaiaa 21st Octobor, of a body 
lOfsgtur* of forty-four Canadian 

Toyngeiirs, who, under the command of Cap- 
tain McDonnell, were surpriiied, and taken by 
toe Amorieans ander Major Young. Of this 
ftffiiir, James says, " The Major's force is not 
stated ; but as the Americans proceeded to 
the attack in expectation of meeting from one 
to three hundred British, we may conjecture 
that iheir numbers fully equalled the latter 
omaant. Forty prisoners, (one havingescaped) 
■long with their baggage and some immate- 
rial despatches, lell into the hands of the 
Americans, who ingeniously enough converted 
s large pocket-handkerchief, which they found 
»mong tlio spoils, into a "stand of colours;" 
and Mr. O'Connor eiultingly tells us, that 
"Major Young had the honor of taking the 
first standard from the enemy In the present 
irar," follon-ing it up with, " the movements 
of the enemy, during these times, were not to 
them equally honorable or important" 

We are without the means of ascertaining 
what was actually captured on this occasion 
by the enemy ; the probability is, however, 
that some colours, a Union Jock perhaps, 
were captured. The handkerchief story is 
nthcr improbable even for American fertility 
of invention when natiunal glon-was at stake. 
One point we have ascertained, that whatever 
might have been captured, it certainly wos 
not what is commonly termed "k stand of 
colours." Christie, in his notice of this affair, 
writes, "On the 2ard October, a party of 
nearly four liuniired Americans from Platts- ! 
burgh, surprised the picqiiet at the Indian I 
village of St. Hegis. Twenly-threo racn, a ' 
lientcnant, a serjeant and aix men were killed. 
Th« picquot conusted of Canadian voyogoun." 



Christie's account bears out our statement res- 
pecting the colors. " In plundering the villago 
they found a Union Jack oran Ensign, usually 
lioistcd on Sundays or Holydays at the door of 
the Chief:" "This occurrence," odds Christie, 
" was counterpoised by an attack upon aportj 
of Americans near Salmon river, near St. Regis, 
on the 23rd Novcniber, by detachments of the 
Royal Artillery, 4Bth Regiment, and Glengarry 
Light Infantry, amounting to seventy men, 
with detachments from the Cornwall and Glen- 
garry Militia, of near the same number, the 
whole under the command of Licul.-Col. Mc- 
Millan. InlhisaHair the enemy took to ablock- 
house, but finding themselves surrounded, sur- 
rendered prisoners of war. One captain, two 
subalterns, and forty-one men became prison- 
ers on this occasion, and four batteaux, and 
flfty-Beven stand of arms were taken." Thil 
was an affair bo trifling that it would havo 
been passed over did not thoAmoricansmako 
so much of the picquet a&ira and the ckpturo 
of the Detroit and Caledonia. 

Wo find something quite Napoleonic in 

n«n.r.l8roriliip«- the following procUma- 
cianuiiioni. tions of General Smyth 

— something deserving of the pen of an Abbott 
as the chronicler. Even the "audacious 
quackery " which dared to issue rescn'pls ftt 
St Petersbourg for the management of the 
Opera in Paris, pales before General Smith's 
eloquent and spirited addresses. Fortunate, 
indeed, for the Canodas, that the Qeneral eon- 
fined his operations to paper. The first of 
these productions was addressed "To the Men 
of Now York," and revives the o(l-repcated 
cry of oppression, Ac, 
" lb tA< 3ftn of 2fne Tori:" 

" For many years have you seen your coun- 
try oppressed with numerous wrongs. Your 
Govemmcnt,al though above all othore,devoted 
to peace, have been forced to draw the swonl. 
and rely for redress of injuries on the valorof 
the American people. 

"That valor has been conspicuous, but the 
nation has been unfortunate in the selection 



of s< 



le of those who directed it 



has been disgracefully surrendered and lost. 
Another has been sacrificed by a precipitate 
attempt to pass it over at the strongest point 
of the enemy's lines, with most incompetent 
means. The cause of these miscarriages la 
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tpparent The Comnumden wen popuUr 
men, "destitute alike of experience and 
theory,** in the art of war. 

*' In a few days the troops under mycommand 
will plant the American standard in Canada. 
They are men accustomed to obedience,* 
steadiness and sflcnce. They will conquer or 
die. 

"Will you stand with your arms folded, 
and look on this interesting struggle ? Are 
you not related to the men who fought at 
Bennington and Saratoga? Has the race de- 
generated ? Or, have you, under the banefbl 
influence of contending factions, forgotten your 
country ? Must I turn from you, and ask the 
men of the Six Nations to support the Go- 
remment of the United States? Shall I 
imitate the officers of the British King, and 
luffer our ungathcrcd laurels to be tarnished 
with ruthless deeds ? Shame, where is thy 
blush ? No I Where I command, the yan- 
quished and the peaceful man, the child, the 
Diaid, and the matron shall bo secure from 
wrong. If we conquer, wo conquer but to 



n 



save. 

" Men of Keui Torh : 

" The present is the hour of renown. Have 
you not a wish for fame? Would you not 
choose to be named in future times, as one of 
those, who, imitating the heroes whom Mont- 
gomery led, have, in spite of the seasons, 
visited the tomb of the chief, and conquered | 
the country where he lies? Yes I You desire 
your share of fame. Then seize the present 
moment : if you do not, you will regret it ; and 
say ' the valiant have bled in vain ; the friends 
of my country fell, and I was not there.' 

** Advance, then, to our aid. I will wait for 
you a few days. I cannot give you the day 
of my departure. But come on. Come in 
companies^ half companies, pairs or singly. 
I will organise you for a short tour. Ride to 
tliii place, if tlie distance is far, and send back 
your horses. But, rcmcniber, that every man 

* These very men accustonicd to obedience, 
steadiness, nnd silcnco, formed a portion of the 
troops who h»d, that day four weeks, refused to 
cross, noth withstanding Judge Peck's and their 
general's iutreaties, and this too, but a few days 
aOerusiii^ such tlircats against the general's life, 
if he relused to load them over to Canada, and 
Tictory, as compelled him to adopt the measures 
which rodulted in bis defeat and their disgrace. £d. 



who accompanies ufl, places himself nndcrnij 
command, and shall snbmit to the salntaiy 
restraints of discipline.*' This prodamaihni 
was issoed on the 17th ; % second, which wiH 
be found below,* and was even more energetic 
than its predecessor, appeared, addressed **TO 

THE SOLDIEKS OF TEE ABUT OF THE CEXTEX." 



*'* Companian$ in arms 1 — ^The time is at hand 
when you will cross the streams of Niagara to eon- 
quer Canada, and to secure the peace of ths 
American frontier. 

** You will enter a country that is to be one of 
the United States. You will arrive among a 
people who are to become your fellow dtisens. It 
is not against them that we come to make war. It 
is against that government which holds them ai 
vassals. 

** You will make this war as little as possiUs 
distressful to the Canadian people. It they are 
peaceable, they are to be secure in their persons: 
and in their property, as far as our imperious ne- 
cessities will allow. 

** Private plundering is absolutely forbidden. 
Any soldier who quits his ranks to plunder on ths 
field of battle, will be punished in the most exem* 
plary manner. 

*' But your just rights as soldiers will be ma!&> 
tained ; whatever is booty by the usages of war, 
you shall have. All horses bclongiug to theariilleiy 
and cavalry, all waggons and teams in public 
service, will be sold for the beneBt of the captors. 
Public stores ^\\\ be secured for the service of 
the U. States. The government will, with justice, 
pay you the value. 

** The horses drawing the light artillery of the 
enemy arc wanted for the service of the United 
States. I will order TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS 
for each to be pnid the partv who mav take them. 
I will also order FORTY DOLLARS to be paid 
for the arms and spoils of each savage warrior, 
who shall be killed. 

** Soldiers ! — You are amply provided for war. 
You are superior in number to the enemy. Yon^ 
personal strength and activity are greater. Your 
weapons arc lon^ier. The regular soldiers of the 
enemy are generally old men, whoso best yean 
have been upent hi the sickly climate of the West 
Indies. They will not be able to stand before yoo, 
— vou, who charse with the buvonct. You have 
seen Indians, such as those hired by the British to 
murder women and children, and kill and scalp 
the wounded. You have seen their dances and 
^riniaccs, and hi'ard thoir yells. Can you fear 
them ? No! you hold them in the utmost contempt 

VoluiitrtrM! — Dislovnl and traitorous men have 
endeavoured to dissuade you from your duty. 
Sonietiujes they wiy, if you enter CunadiL, you wiH 
be held to service for live years. At others, they 
say, yon will not be furnished with supplier. At 
other times, they say. that if you arc wounded, 
the government will not provide for you by pen- 
sions. The just and generous course pursued by 
govempient towanls the volunteers who fought at 
Tippecanoe, furnishes an answer to the last objec- 
tion ; the others are too absurd to deserve any. 
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The vefy first step taken by General Smyth 

Invuion of Canada by in this operation was 
Qenerl Smyth. ^^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ ,j 

was necessary to give a thirty honrs^ notice of 
an intention to break off the armistice which 
had been concluded with General SheafTe. This 
was accordingly done, bat instead of the 
notice being given, as it ought, at head-quar- 
ters at Fort George, it was sent to the com- 
manding officer at Fort Erie, on the extreme 
right of the British line. This was doubtless 
with a view of making the attack before 
succours could arrive from Fort George, which 
was thirty-six miles distant from Fort Erie. 

No efforts had been left untried, not only 
to collect a large force, but to provide also the 
means of transportation. Six weeks had been 
consumed in these preparations, in drilling, 
equipping and organising, and the conditions 
imposed by Government as to numbers before 
an invasion should be attempted, had been 
strictly complied with, as a force, by his own 
admission, of two thousand three hundred and 
sixty men, fit for duty, (exclusive of General 
Tannehiirs brigade from Pennsylvania, of 
sixteen hundred and fifty strong,) now awaited 
General Smyth's orders : an engine of destruc- 
tion, to be discharged (as will be seen with 
what terrible effect) against the devoted Cana- 
dians. To guard against the effects of such a 
" tornado burstiag on Canadian shores, every 
provision had," according to Nile's Weekly 
Register, " been made by the British." These 
preparations, according to James, " consisted 



" Voluntrera I — I esteem your generous and pa- 
triotic raotivcs. You have raadc sacrifices on the 
altar of your country. You will not sutler the ene- 
mies of your fame to mislead you from the path of 
duty and honor, and deprive you of the esteem 
of A grateful country. You will aliuu the eternal 
infatny thiit awaits the man, who having come 
within sight of the enemy, barely shrinks in the 
moment of trial. 

** Soldkrsof ever If corps ! — It is in your power 
to retrieve the honor of your country and to cover 
yourselves with glory. Kvery man who performs 
a gallant action shall have his name made known 
to the nation. Reward?* and honours await the 
brave. Infamy and contempt are reserved for 
coward.-*. Companions in arms! You came to 
vanquish a valiant foe ; I know the choice you will 
make. Come on, my heroes! And when you 
attack the enemy's batteries let your rallyin;^ word 
be, *' The Caruion lost at JJetr'o'tty or Death /" 

AlKXANDER SilYTII, 

Brigadier-General Commanding. 
Gamp near Boffaio, 17th Nov., 1812. 



of a detachment of eighty men of the 49thy 
under Major Ormsby, and about fifty of the 
Newfoundland rc^ment, under CaptWhehuu 
The ferry, opposite Black Rock, was occupied 
by two companies of Militia, under Captain 
Bostwick." At a house on the Chippewa 
Road, distant about two and-a-half miles firom 
Fort Erie, Lieut Lament of the 49th, with 
fivc-and-thirty rank and file, and Lieut King 
R. A., with a three and six-pounder, and a few 
Militia artillery-men were stationed. There 
were also near the same spot two one-gun 
batteries, eighteen and twenty-four pounders, 
also under the command of Lieut Lament A 
mile farther down the river, Lieut. Bartley, 
with two non-commissioned officers and thirty- 
five rank and file, occupied a post, and on 
Frenchman's Creek, Lieut. Mclntyre com- 
manded a party about seventy strong : this 
post was about four and-a-half miles from 
Fort Erie. Lieut Col. Bishopp was at Chip- 
pewa, and under his immediate command 
were a battalion company of the 41st, a com- 
pany of militia, and a small detachment of 
militia artillery ; Major Uate with a small de- 
tachment of militia, was stationed at no great 
distance. The whole force to guard a frontier 
of twenty miles, did not exceed, as will be 
seen from these figures, three hundred and sixty 
regulars, and two hundred and forty militia. 
This gives a iorce of but six hundred men, 
according to James, while Christie estimates 
the whole force as "nearly eleven hundred 
men." By what process Mr. Christie makes 
up his numbers we are rather at a loss to 
discover, as his account corresponds with 
James' in the enumeration of all the smaller 
detachments; and it is only by supposing that 
Col. Bishopp had a yqtj large force at this 
time under his command, that his total can be 
arrived at, as certainly there was no time for 
the arrival of reinforcements from Fort George. 
Col. Kerby's and other veterans' statements, 
incline us to the belief that James' numbers 
are nearer the mark. This point is, however, 
unimportant, as not one half of even thet roops 
mentioned by James were required on the 
occasion, or had any participation in the affair. 
The demonstration was commenced by dis- 
patching a marauding party on the night of 
the 27th, who succeeded in taking a few pri- 
soners, destroying some public and private 
dwellings, and carrying and spiking four gunsp 
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viz., the two field-pieceSi and two eighteen and 
twenty-four pounders. 

The whole of this demonstration took place 
under cover of night, and the Americans had 
recrossed to the safe side of the river before 
daylight, and the arrival of Major Ormsby and 
Col. Bishopp with their several detachments, 
and the recrossing was effected so hastily that 



and shame do we record that Smyth, who pro- 
mised so much, who centered in himself the 
generous confidence of strangers, of his friends, 
and government ; who was to convince the 
American people that all their Generals were 
not base, cowardly and treacherous; even 
Smyth must be added to the catalogue of in- 
famy which began with the name of Hull. 



Captahi King and some thirty-five men were i Our minds are depressed with shame, and 



left behind and became prisoners. Embold- 
ened by this negative success. General Smyth 



our hands tremble with indignation, at this 
linal prostration of all our dearest and fondest 



sent over in the afternoon of the 20th, a Hag of i hopes. But we will endeavour to assume some 
trucetoCol. Bishopp, with a summons to "pre- calmness, while we state to our readers the 
vent the unnecessary effusion of human blood disgraceful events that have occurred on the 
by a surrender of Fort Eiie, to a force so supe- Niagara river." 



rior as to render resistance hopeless/* Col. 
Bishopp's answer to this was, " Come^ and talx 
it f" The answer was sent over by Capt. Fitz- 
gerald on whom the Anierican General is said 
to have wasted both rhetoric and time, proving, 
doubtless very much to his own satisfaction, 
how plainly it was the British oflBcer^s duty to 
command a bloodless surrender of the post. 
There is every probability that IJull's sur- 
render of Detroit was quoted on this occasion, 
as a precedent, and a case strictly analogous. 
The 28th closed with an order to the Ameri- 
can troops to disembark, with an assurance that 
"the expedition was only postponed until the 
boats should be put in a better state of prepa 



Before quoting further, it may be well to re- 
mark, that this very journal in discus.^ing the 
Queenston expedition, mentions it as " an af&ir 
to be classed with Bunker Hill," and gives a 
glowing account of General Van Ransclaer's 
reception at Albany after his retirement from 
the command. In the No. for Nov. 28th, page 
202, we find the following : " There is a dis- 
position in many to attribute great blame to 
Major Gen. Van Ranselaer for the failure of his 
attack on Queenston on various grounds, but 
the General's official statement is before the 
public, and we shall not attempt to impeach it." 

**/^ Uxinphasant to remark trith irhat ari- 
dity some men^ for mere 2>'^rti/ pu7^j»o$es, seize 



ration." Much discussion now took place in the upon every little incident tending to throw 



American camp, and on the 20th the troops 
were again ordered to hold themselves ready for 
crossing and conquest. This farce was repeated 
until the morning of the 1st, when it was de- 
cided by the American officers in council, that 
instead of conquering Canada, "an attempt 
which by precipitation might add to the list of 
defeats," it was advisable to disembark the 
troops and send them into winter quarttrs. 



discredit on the J mericnn army. Kay^ not 
content with the naled facts as they are, they 
contrite to distort them into the mof*t fright- 
ful shapes^ and if the truth emhellished irill 
not male the story tell trell^ they curimisly in- 
tent a few particulars to yite it the needful 
(jraeesy 

It is not uninteresting to observe how entirely 
the writer of the above changed his opinion 



Thus ended the third great invasion of Canada. , between Nov. 28th and Deer. 10th, and how 



The failure roused, as may be imagined, a pcr- 



an affair of which the GeneraKs account " was 



feet storm of indignation against the poor Gen- not to be impeached," at the former date, be- 



cral, and this was the more violent as he had 



came by the latter an event to be *' included in 



raised the nation's expectations to such a pitch , the catalogue of infamy which began with 
by his manifestos, that failure was never con- 1 Hull." 

templatcd. and the bitter pill was thus ren- ! It is ever thus, however, with distorted fact«, 
dered still more unpalatable. and an indifference to truth, in preparing an 

The official organ, already mentioned, of historical narrative, is sure to end by the wri- 
19th December, thus notices the affair. ** T)is- ter's contradicting some statement previously 
aster vpon disaster. The old scenes of imbe- laid down as incontrovertil»le. 
cility, treachery and cowardice, have been i A curious picture is given of Sinytli's treat- 
again displayed upon our frontier, AVith grief [ment by his "outraged countrymen." He 
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was uniyersally denounced as a coward and 
traitor; ho was shot at several times, and was 
hooted through the streets of Bullalo. He 
was shifting his tent in every direction to avoid 
the indignation of the soldiers. Judge Grain- 
ger, MUCH TO nis uoNoi^ rcfuscd to afford any 
shelter to Smyth, and every tavcrnkeeper de- 
clined the infamy of his company. Poor Smyth! 
— this treatment w;is experienced from the 
very men whom Judge Peck but six weeks 
before had upbraided for their cowardice. 
We suppose, however, that this behaviour of 
the populace is to be classed amongst the be- 
nefits resulting from a Democratioal form of 
government. General Srn^'th's defence will be 
found below* with a few remarks on it by Gen- 

*Gkxtlemen, — Your letter of the 2d December 
is before me, and I answer it in the ihe following 
manner : 

On the 26th October, I ordered that 20 scows 
should be prepared for the transportation of artil- 
lery and cavalry, and put the carpenters of the 
army upon that duty. 

By the 26th of November 10 scows were com- 
pleted, and by bringing some boats from Lake 
Ontario, above the Falls of Niagara, the number 
was increased to 70. 

I had, on the 12th Nov., ipsucd an address to 
the men of New York,and perhnps 300 had arrived 
at Buffulo. I presumed that tlic regular troops, 
and the vohintcors under Colonels Swift and Mc- 
Clure, would furnish 2o50 men for duty ; and of 
General Tunnehill's brigade from Pennsylvania, 
reporting a total o! 1650. as many as 412 had vo- 
hmteered to cross into Canada. Mv orders wero 
to ** cross with 3000 men at once." I deemed 
myself ready to fulfil them. 

Preparatory thereto, on the night of the 27th 
of November, I sent other two parties, one under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bcerscler, the other under 
Captain King, with whom Lieutenant Angu?t, of 
the navy, at the head of a body of seamen, united. 
The first was to capture a guard and destroy a 
bridge about five miles below Fort Erie ; the se- 
cond party were to take and render useless the 
cannon of the enemy's batteries, and some pieces 
of light JTtillery. The first party failed to destroy 
the bridge — the second, after rendering unservice- 
able the light artillery, separated by misapprehen- 
sion. Lieutenant Angus, the seamen, and a part 
of the troops, returned, with all the boats, while 
Captain King, Captain Morgan, Captain Sproul, 
Lieutenant Houston, and about 60 men remained. 
The party thus reduced, attacked, took, and ren- 
dered unserviceable two of the enemy's batteries, 
capture<l 34 prisoners, found two boats, in which 
Captain King sent the prisoners, and about half 
his party with the other olliccrs ; he himself re- 
maining with thirty men, whom ho w^ould not 
abandon. 

Orders had been given, that all the troops in 
the neighborhood should march, at rcveillee, to 
the place of embarkation. A part of the detach- 



eral Porter. These remarks led to a duel in 
which both parties behaved most heroically. 

We suspect that the American people would 
have preferred a battle at Fort Erie to a private 
rencontre. 

By an Act of Executive power, General 
Smyth was excluded from the regular armyi 
and JepoHC'J mthout a trial. This proceeding 
was of course complained of, and a petition 
l)resente(i to thellouse of Representatives, who, 
however, refcn-ed it to the secretary at war, 
which was in fact delivering the lamb to the 
wolf, as the secretary was the arbitrary power 
complained of. This is a significant example 
of the mode in which justice is sometimes ad- 
ministered iu free countries, and how the exe- 



raeut sent in the night returned and excited ap- 
prehensions for the residue, ahout 250 men, under 
the command of Colonel Winder, suddenly put off 
in boats for the opposite shore ; a part of this 
force had landed, when a force deemed superior, 
with one piece of artillery, was discovered ; a re- 
treat was ordered, and Colonel Winder's detach- 
ment suffered a loss of six killed and 18 wounded, 
besides some officers. 

The general embarkation commenced as tho 
troops arrived — but this being a first embarkation, 
the whole of the scows were occupied by about 
one third of the artillery, while about 800 regular 
infantry, about 200 twelve months* volunteers, 
under Colonel Swift, and about 200 of the militia 
who had volunteered for a few days, occupied all 
the boats that were ready. The troops then em- 
barked, moved up the stream to Black Rock 
without loss-', they were ordered to disembark and 
dine. 

I had received from ray commanding general 
an instruction in the following words—'* In all 
important movements you will, I presume, con- 
sider it advisable to consult some of your principal 
officers." I deemed this equivalent to an order, 
and the movement important. I called for the 
field officers of the regulars, and twelve months' 
volunteers embarked. Colonel Porter was not 
found at the moment. These questions were put 
— Ls it expedient sow to cross ? Is the lorce wo 
have sufficient to conquer the opposite shore? 

Tho first question was decided in the negative 
by Colonels Parker, Schuyler, Winder, Lieut.- 
Colonel Bo^rstler, Coles, and Major Campbell; 
Colonel Swift alone gave an opinion for then 
crossing over. 

The second question was not decided. Cols. 
Parker, Schuyler, Licut.-Colonel Coles and Mujor 
Campbell were decidedly of opinion that the lorce 
was insufficient. Colonels Winder, Swift, Lieut.- 
Col. B(vrstler, and Cjiplaiu Oilman deemed the 
force sufficient. 

I determined to postpone crossing over until 
more complete preparation would enable me to 
embark the whole force at once, the counsel pre- 
scribed by my onlers. The next day was spent 
in such preparation, and tho troops were 
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cutive is often, thit is, with popular opinion to 
back it, enabled to strike a blow and commit 
a wrong, which in a less free country would 
not be submitted to. 

With respect to the behaviour of the British 
troops on this occasion, we would remark, that 
General Smyth's displays offeree entirely failed 

to produce the effect he had desired, and that 

• 

ordered to be again at the place of embarkation 
at eight o'clock on the moming of the 30th of 
November. On their arrival they were sent into 
the adjacent woods, there to build fires and re- 
main until three o'oclock jlm., of the 1st of Dec, 
when it was intended to put off two hours before 
day-light, so as to avoid iho enemy's cannon in 
passing the position which it was believed they 
occupied below, to land above Chippewa, assault 
that place, and, if successful, march through 
Queenston for Fort George. For this expedition 
the contractor was called on to furnish rations for 
2600 men for four days, when it was found he 
could furnish the pork, but not the flour; the 
deputy quarter-master called for 60 brrrels, and 
got but 35. 

The embarkation commenced, but was delayed 
by circumstances, so as not to be completed until 
after daylip:ht, when it was found the regular in- ' 
fantry, C88 men, the artillery, 177 men, Swiffs j 
volunteers, estimated at 236, companies of federal ! 
volunteers, under Captains Collins, Phillips, Alli- 
son, Moore, Mahcr, and Marshall, amounting to 
276 men, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Mc- 
Clure, UK) men of Colonel Dobbin's niilitin, and a 
few men in a boat with General P. B. Porter, had ; 
embarked — the whole on board amounting, exclu- 
sive of officers, to 1465 men, or thereabouts ; and 
it was two hours later than had been contem- 
plated. 

There were some groups of men not yot em- 
barked ; they were applied to, requested and or- 
dered by the Brigade- Major to get into their boats 
•—they did not. The number of these the Bri- 
gade Major estimated at about 150. It was pro- 
bably greater. 

It then became a question whether it wap ex- 
pedient to invade Canada in open daylight, with 
15U0 men, at a point where no reinforcement 
could be expected for some days. I saw that the 
number of the regular troops was declining ra- ' 
pidly — I knew that on them chiefly I was to de- i 
pend. 

I called together the officers commanding corps 
of the regular army. Colonel Parker being sick. 
Those present were Col. Porter of the artillerv, 
Col. Schuyler, Col. Winder, and Lieut. -Col. Coh^s. j 

I put to thcni this question — Shall we proceed ? i 
They ujianhnonsli/ decided that we ought not. 

I foresaw that the vohinteers who had come ' 
out for a few days, would disperse — several of! 
them on the evening of the 28th broke their j 
musket?. I foresaw tliat the number of the re- 1 
gular troops would decrease ; the measles and 
other diseases being amongst them ; and they 
were now in tents in the month of December. I : 
informed the officers that the attempt to invade 
Canada would not bo made until the army was 



it was unanimously decided at a oomcfl, held 
on the night of the 80th, composed of regular 
and militia officers, that ** They did not con- 
sider a retreat at all nocssary, nor a meajnire 
to be looked forward to, and that but a snuJl 
reinforcement would enable them to repel any 
force which General Smyth might have it in 
his power to bring against their country. 



reinforced; directed them to withdraw their 
troops, and cover their huts immediately. 

You say that on Saturday every obatructioa 
was removed, and that a landing might have been 
effected ** without the loss of a single man.** This 
proves you unacquainted with the occurrences of 
the day. Colonel Winder, in returning from the 
cnemy^s shore in the morning, lost a tenth part 
of hia force, in killed and wounded. The enemy 
showed no more than 600 or 600 men, as esti- 
mated by Colonel Parker, and one piece of artil- 
lery, supposed a nine-pounder. That force we 
no doubt might have overcome, but not withoat 
loss; and that, from the great advantage the 
enemy would have had, might have been conai- 
derable. 

To recapitulate — My orders were to pass into 
Cana<ia with 8000 men cU once. On the first day 
of embarkation, not more than 1100 men were 
embarked, of whom 400, that is, half the regular 
infantry, were exhausted with fatigue, and want 
of rest. On the second embarkation, only 1600 
men were embarked, and these were to have put 
off inniicdiately, and to have descended the river 
to a point where reinforcements were not to be 
expected. On both days, many of the regular 
troops were men in bad health, who^could not 
have stood one day's march ; who, although they 
were on the sick report, were turned out by their 
ardent officers. 

The affair at Queenston is a caution against 
relying on crowds who go to the bank of Niagara 
to look on a battle as on a theatrical exhibition ; 
who, if they are disappointed of the sight, break 
their muskets ; or, if they are without rations for 
a day, desert. 

I have made you this frank disclosure without 
admitting your authority to require it, under the 
impression that you are patriotic and candid men ; 
and that you will not censure nie for following the 
cautious counsels of experience ; nor join in the 
senseless clamor excited against me by an inter- 
ested man. 

I have some reason to believe that the cautious 
counsel given by the superior officers of my com- 
mand was good. From deserters, we learn that 
2S44 rations are issued diiiiy on the frontiers, on 
the Britiph side. Captain King, prisoner at Fort 
George, writes to an officer thus — '* Tell our 
friends to take better care of themselves than it 
appears I have done.'' 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most 
obedient Alexandkr Smyth, 

Brigadier-Genernl. 

P.S. — It will be observed that the force rcfiffy 
could be no otherwise ascertained than by on ac- 
tual embarkation — it being uncertain what portion 
of the volunteer force would embark. 
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The result of the attempt on Canada may 

Effeciu of thif failure ^ Stated to hare been, 
•ttiiTuioii. igt^ Grief and perplexity 

to the Washington Patriots, who were, with 
the exception of General Porter,tsafe at home* 
Sndly. The acquirement of the nickname of 
General Van Bladder by General Smyth, a 
token of remembrance of his brave efforts on 
paper, from his admiring and grateful country- 
men. Srdly. A lesson to admonish the Ameri- 
can Government that the fidelity of Canadians 
towards the British Government and constitu- 
tion was too deeply seated, founded on too 
immovable a basis to be shaken by any efforts 
of a foreign power, however popular. 4thly. 
Additional proofs, if such were required, to 
the Ameiican nation, that the war-feeling was 
popular only with a small portion of the Union. 

The first demonstration of this feeling 
occurred in the resolutions passed in the 
Legislature of Marj'land, a short time after 
General Smyth's defeat 

In the preamble to these resolutions it is 
most emphatically laid down that " War 
resorted to without just cause must inevitably 
provoke the Almighty Arbiter of the universe ; 
produce a boundless waste of blood and trea- 
sure ; demoralise the habits of the people ; 
give birth to standing armies, and clothe a 
dominant faction with power, in addition to 
to the inclination, to infringe the dearest 
privileges of freemen, to violate the constitu- 
tion by implications and by new definitions of 
treason under the mask of law, and to subject 
to persecution, perhaps to punishment, citizens 
whose only crime was an opposition fairly, 
honestly, and constitutionally based on the 
system of the national administration." 

In reference to the operations which had 



Buffalo, Dec. 8. 

A friend has just handed mo the proof sheet of 
your paper of this morning, in which is contained 
what purports to bo General Smyth's ojicial ' 
account of the affairs of the 28th of November and I 
Ist of December. 

I beg you will suspend the publication so long 
as to assure the public that, in your next, I will 
give a true account of some of the most prominent 
transactions of those days. 

When our lives, our property ; when the pre- 
cious and dear-bought gift of our ancestors — the 
sacred honour of our country ; w^hen everytliin^r 

fXo one would have imagined, after rending General 
Porier'* war ^^K:ech, ihal he inteuduc! really io expose 
hiouelf to danger. Boasters rarely do. 



actually taken place, the preamble thus con- 
tinues, — " To obviate the immediate and op- 
pressive difficulties of the crisis thus induced, 
militia and volunteers are subjected to field 
and garrison duty, and called upon to supply 
the deficiency of regulars, — enormous sums 
are to be raised by loans and taxes, and a 
neighbouring colony of the enemy is invaded 
by detachments of undisciplined troops im- 
perfectly supplied with necessaries. Under 
such circumstances, folly can only expect 
success; and should further defeat, disgrace 
and dismay,accompany our military operations 
the gloomy anticipations of an unnatural 
alliance with the conqueror of Continental 
Europe will inevitably be indulged. Thus 
embarked in a disastrous contest, the nation, 
harassed and debilitated by its continuance- 
will sigh for peace, and for its attainment the 
immediate and important object contended 
for must be abandoned." After this preamble, 
or rather this extract from it, for the original 

• 

's too long for us to do more than give the 
sense of it Several resolutions were passed, 
all reflecting strongly upon the injustice of the 
war, and the culpability of its supporters. It 
is unnecessary, however, for our purpose to 
do more than quote the following : — 

"Influenced by these considerations, the 
constituents of Maryland, conceive it to be 
an imperious duty to express, through their 
representatives, their opinion relative to the 
present state of public affairs. 

Resolution 2. — "That an offensive war is 
incompatible with the principles of republican 
ism, subversive to the ends of all just govern* 
ment, and repugnant to the best interests of 
the United States." 



that we prize as men, or ought to hold dear as 
patriots, arc falling and fading before us, it is time 
to speak out, whatevor be the hazard. 

In ascribing, as I shall not hesitate to do, the 
late disgrace on this frontier, to the cowardice of 
General Smyth, I bes it to be understood as not 
intending to implicate the characters of the officers 
whose opinions he has ])ronght forward to bolster 
up his conduct. Several of them I know to be as 
brave men as ever wielded a sword ; and their 
advice, if indeed they gave the advice imputed to 
them, may be accounted for in the obvious con- 
sideration, with which every one who mw him 
must have been impressed, that any military at- 
tempt under such a commander, must, in all 
human probability, prove di>graceful. 

PSTEB B. PORTXB. 
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RoBolution 8.— "That the decluntion of ind their senBeormonldu^weDtalongwiUi 
V>r againEt Great Britain bj a smdl mBJorit; the wn, Tould flj to the tUlidtrd of thdl 
of the Congress of the United States, if as Muntrj kt the trinditig of m hom, but who 
nnwiiw and impolitic, and if udsucccbsTuI, the heard it noir with the same iniliSerence u 
gnnd object contended for must be aban- they would a Jen's hatp or a Banjoe, beonse 
doDcd." Lhcj were disgusted with the war, and the 

Resolution 5.—" Tliat the conduct of the "'Oflc of carrying it on. In concluMon, that 
OOTernors of MaasaHiusscttR, Connecticut ind "»= inTasion of Canada wascruel, asit brought 
Rhode Island, rcspocling the quota of militia ^^"^ ■"'^ s«"ord amongst an innocent, unoffend- 
deinanded from thiTn, (and rf/imcd,) res- '"S people— wanton because it could produce 
pectiTcly, by the Secretary of War of the »<» imaginablo good— senscleag, as to this 
United SutoP, was constitutional, and merits ! "^untry, becauso it commences a syHtem. 
«nr decided approbation." I v\n<Ai once begun, can never be closcl, and 

These resolutions parsed on the SndJanuars-"'" """J "f in'«ion will be the conqueror» 
were strong, but are weak in comparison with I "^ home-a.id wicked because it is perverting 
Mr.Quincy'sspcech;inlhcHouseofRcpresenta-l "*** '•'««i''8« •"<> beneficence of God to the 
tiveK, on the 16th. Mr. Qmnc^ declares " that """" "^ *"* creatures." 

the invasion of Can.,da gave new strength to ■ ^^"^ "*""^'^ sufficiently establish onr 
the British Ministers at the late elections," .P*"'''''"'' '°''^'^'^''*^'^' ^""^ '™'°f '^^'^'*" 
that " the British people were rt^a.ly to meet ■^°"^"'<=™'i ^y the majority of the dtiiens of 
Americans on principle, (here was an admis- , '^^ ^"'''" " ^'^^^^^'^^f, ""Poli'ic, and, vnth 
.ion,) but when they saw that we Rrasped h*^""""™ ^ ""* "''^"^'* °^ *''* "'""^' 
at the first opportunity to carry the war h''""** ^"*''''^- '^'^ ""* subsequent d^ 
ttnong their harmlesj colonists, thy ' *«*"^ "''""** J'^"'J"*""'P™*""""'*'='^'"'^ 

enlisted them on the side of the latter, and ^*'_..!*'"^.'T*!;™ ."!',.";'" ^'^'.-..^^L t ",.°! 
produced an effect upon their temper, such ai 



hesitate to declare that a continuance of the 



might readily bo imagined." 

That "even before war was declarcil, our 
ftimies wert marching on Canada." 

That " It was not oiving to our Government, 
that the boncK of the Cana-lians were not 
mixed with the anhcs of their habitations," 
(another important ndinisrion,) that "since 
the invasion of the Buccaneers, there was 
nothing in history more disgraceful than this 

After the assertion of these great fkcts 
which wc have pickeii ont from the speech 



war must lead to a disruption of the Union. 

Although success had as yet attended the 
British aims, tbc aspect 
ihriti™!*^..'*'!!'™™ ••*■ '"^'^ '^"s BtiU very 
Cniiaiiaii ftuuUtri. threatening, both on the 

western frontier and in Lower Canada. Gene- 
rals Harrison and Winchester, with a large 
force, overawed Detroit and the lately acquired 
litichiganterritory.andGeneralDcarbOTn.with 
ten thousand men, hovered on the confines of 
Lower Canada. A temporary check was 
given in the west by the defeat and capture of 



Hr. Quiney continues, "I have conversed on^''^"''™' Wincheater at the Hiver Raisin, and 
the subject with nu>n of all ranks, condition.'!, jfii^"<Tal IIarris.in's vigorous and sjiirited tf 
and partlefs men hanging from the plough and | f^ngcments for the re-occupancy of the Michi- 
on the spade; the twenty, thirty, and fiayjE"" territory were soraevylint disconcerted 
acre men, and their ansivcrs have uniformly i '" consequence, but stll! Col. Procter's situ- 
been to tlic same effect. Tliey have asked "^O" *"» ''^'"y critical. '^<1 U" ''"'co under 
simply, what is the Invasion for? Is it for l"'* command was wholly inadequate to the 
landi IVe h.ivc eiioH^h. Plunder? there is '"""i^uous «nd important duties which ho was 
none then;. XcwHiniis? wc have more than ' '■'^^l"'"'' " pciform in the presence of an 
fa good for us. Teriitory ? if territory, there | "'Ivcrsary tiiple his strength. 
must be a standinp aniiy to keep it, and there ; -^ short account of the engagements at the 
roust then \k anotlur standing nmiy at home ■ River Raisin iind other points along thnt line, 
to watnh that These ari; jiidieious, honest, will not, perhaps, lie found unnecessary or iin- 
sobcr, patriotic men, who, if it were requldte, 1 interesting, Bud we will continue to observe 
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the plan kid dowDy tbit is, to gire first a short 
British account, and then to append the Ameri- 
can Tersion. The first movement in this 
qnarter seems to have been directed against 
the Indians, and Mr. Thompson's (American) 
history shows a sickening detail of numerous 
Indian Tillages destroyed, and atrocities com- 
mitted against the " wretched people whose 
dTilization the United States Government 
was so anxious to promote." James has here 
a remarkable passage which we give entire. 

''The spirit of party is often a valuable 
friend to the cause of truth. While the De- 
moerats laboured at glossing over, the Federal- 
ists employed equal industry in rummaging 
every dusty comer for materials that might 
expose the odious measures of the Govern- 
ment That they sometimes succeeded, ap- 
pears from the following extract taken from 
an old newspaper, published at Pittsburgh, in 
the United States: — 

"We, the subscribers, encouraged by a 
large subscription, do propose to pay one 
hundred dollars for every hostile Indian scalp, 
with both ears, if it be taken between this 
date and the 15th day of June next, by an 
inhabitant of Alleghanny County. 

Signed, G. Walus, 

R. Elliott, 
W. Ambuson, 
A. Taumuill, 
W. WiLKiNS. Junr. 
J. Iuvi>-E. 

Mr. James continues, " A general ofiBcer of 
the United States, employed against the 
Indians, at the very outset of the war, inad- 
vertently writes to a friend, — * The western 
militia always carry into battle a tomahawk 
and scalping knife, and are as dexterous in 
the use of them as any copper-colored war- 
riors of the forest. Eight hundred tomahawks 
have been furnished by the war department 
to the north western army.' " 

We know that these implements of civilised 
warfare were employed, for the American 
Government paper, the National Intelligencer, 
in reference to the Heroes of Brownstown 
states, " They bore triumphantly on the points 
of their bayonets, between thirty and forty 
fresch scalps, which they bad taken on the 
field.** We know fiurther that Logan and 
aeren hundred waniora were in the pay of 



the United States, and wa cannot help turning 
away with disgust and indignatk>n at the cool 
impudence which characterizes nearly every 
American writer on this point. However, to 
return to our narrative. On the 17th Jan., 
General Winchester dispatched Col. Lewis 
with a considerable body against a party of 
British and Indians posted at French town. 
This party consisted of thirty of the Essex 
miUtia, and two hundred Pottawattamics. 
Major Reynolds, who commanded, after a sharp 
conflict, in which the Americans lost, by their 
own showing, twelve killed, and fifty-five 
wounded, retreated, and Col. Lewis, occupied 
the ground and maintained his position till he 
was joined on the 20th by General Winchester. 

The United force now, according to Dr. 
Smith, another American writer, formed a 
division ONE THOUSAND STRONG, and consisted of 
the greater part of CoL Wells' regiment of 
United States Infantry — the 1st and 6th 
Kentucky regiments, and Col. Allen's rifle- 
regiment, fonuing the flower of the north- 
western army. We have here another proof 
of the advantage afforded to the British by the 
petty jealousy which cxiscd between the 
American commanders, and which often com- 
pensated for inftfriority of force. General 
Winchester piqued at General Harrison's 
promotion over him,and having ascertained the 
inferior number and motley character of Col 

• 

Proctor's force, was anxious to engage before 
Gen. Harrison's joining, in order to monopolise 
the glory and honor to be acquired. CoL 
Proctor advanced on the 2 1 st, and on the 22nd 
attacked General Winchester in his encamp, 
mcnt. The British force, according to Christie, 
consisted of five hundred regulars, seameui 
and militia, with about six hundred Indians- 
A severe contest now ensued, which resulted 
in the complete defeat and unconditional 
surrender of the Americans. The British loss 
may be estimated at twenty-four killed, and 
one hundred and fifty-eight wounded — that of 
the enemy at nearly four hundred killed and 
wounded, and the capture of the remainder. 

The despatches of the respective commanding 
ofQcers will follow in order. A vote of thanks 
was passed by the Assembly of Lower Canada 
to Col. Proctor and the troops,both regulars and 
militia, who had so gallantly conducted them- 
fldyes. CoL Proctor was also promoted to 



US 



HHKCOBT OF THE WAR OF 181S. 



Uie rank of Brigadier-Genenl, by the eom- 
nander of the Ihrces, until the pleasure of the 
Prince-Regent should be known, who approved 
and confirmed the appointment. 

Frvm General Proctor to Major General 

Sheqffe, 

Sandwich, January, 26th. 1818. 

Sib, — In my last despatch I acquainted you 
that the enemy was in the Michigan Territory, 
inarching upon Detroit, and that I therefore 
deemed it necessary that he should be attacked 
without delay, with all and every description 
of fSMTce within my reach. Early in the morn- 
ing, on the 19th, I was informed of his being 
in possession of Frenchtown, on the River 
Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit, after ex- 
periencing every resistance that Maj Reynolds, 
of the Essex militia, had it in his power to 
make, with a three-pounder, well served and 
directed by bombardier Eitson of the royal 
artillery, and the militia, three of whom he had 
well trained to the use of it The retreat of 
the gun was covered by a brave band of Indians, 
who made the enemy pay dear for what he had 
obtained. This party, composed of militia and 
Indians^ with the gun, fell back, sixteen miles 
to Brown's Town, the settlement of the brave 
WyMidots, where I directed my force to assem- 
ble. On Uie 21st instant, I advanced twelve 
miles to Swan Creek, from whence we marched 
to the enemy, and attacked him at break of day 
on the 22Dd instant, and after suffering, for 
our numbers, a considerable loss, the eneray^s 
force, posted in houses and enclosures, and 
which, (torn dread of falling into the hands of 
the Indians, they most obstinately defended, 
at length surrendered at discretion ; the other 
part of their force in attempting to retreat 
by the way they came, were, I believe, all or 
with very few exceptions, killed by the Indians. 
Brigadier General Winchester was taken in the 
pursuit, by the Wyandot Chief Roundhead, 
who afterwards surrendered him to me. 

You will perceive that I have lost no time ; 
indeed, it was necessary to be prompt in my 
movements, as the enemy would have been 
joined by Major-Qcneral Harrison in a few 
days. The troops, the marine, and the militia, 
displayed great bravery, and behaved uncom- 
monly well Where so much zeal and spirit 
were manifested, it would be unjust to attempt 
tpparticnlarizoa&y: I caonot however refivki 



fhmi mentioning Lieut Ookmel St GeoifOi 
who received tbur wotmds in a gallant attempt 
to occupy a buildfaig whksh was fiivorably' 
situated to annoy the enemy ; together with 
Ensign Carr, of the Newfoundland regfanenti 
who, I fear, is very dangerously wounded. 
The seal and courage of the Indian DqwitnMiit 
were never more oonspicuoua than on thSs- 
occasion, and the Indian warriors fought with 
their usual bravery. I am much indebted to 
the different departments, the troops having 
been well and timely supplied with every 
requisite the district could a£R>rd. 

I have fortunately not been deprived of the 
services of Lieutenant Troughton, of the royal 
artillery, and acting in the Quarter-Master" 
Qenendsdepartmentalthoughhe was wounded, 
to whose aealous and unwearied exertions I 
am greatly indebted, as to the whole of the 
royal artillery for their conduct in this affidr. 

I enclose a list of the killed and wounded, 
and cannot but lament that there are so many 
of both ; but of the latter, I am happy to say, 
a large proportion of them will return to their 
duty, and most of them in a short time : I 
also enclose a return of the arms and amma* 
nition which have been taken, as well as of the 
prisoners, whom you will perceive to be equal 
to my utmost force, exclusive of the Indiana. 

It is reported that a party, consisting of one 
hundred men, bringing five hundred hogs to 
General Winchester's force, has been complete* 
ly cut off by tholndians, and the convoy taken. 
Lieutenant McLean, my acting Brigade-Major, 
whose gallantry and exertions were conspi- 
cuous on the 22nd instant, is the bearer of Uiia 
despatch, and will be able to afford you every 
information respecting our situation. 
I have the honor to be. 
Yours, 

H. Pboctob. 



The list of killed and wounded given by 
Colonel Proctor, corresponds with that we 
have given, although obtained from a difimnt 
source, Miyor Richardsons work. — ^We now 
give General Wmchester's letter to the Amerw 
ican Minister at war : — 

Sir,— A detachment of the left wing of the. 
North- Western army, under my oommandf aft- 
Frenchtown, on the River Raisin, was attadced. 
on the 28rd instant, by a force greatly saperiar: 
in numben% aided by several pieoeajofaiiiiHyr 
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The action commenced at the dawn of day : 
the picquet guards were driven in, and a heavy 
fire opened upon the whole line, by which part 
thereof was thrown into disorder ; and being 
ordered to form on more advai^ageous ground, 
I found the enemy doubling our left flank with 
force and rapidity. 

A destructive fire was sustained for some 
time ; at length borne down by numbers, the 
few of us that remained with the party retired 
from the lines, and submitted. The remainder 
of our force, in number about 400, continued 
to defend themselves with great gallantry, in 
an unequal contest against small arms and 
artillery, until I was brought in as a prisoner 
to that part of the field occupied by the enemy. 

At this latter place, I understood that our 
troops were defending themselves in a state of 
desperation ; and I was informed by the com- 
manding officer of the enemy, that he would 
afford them an opportunity of surrendering 
themselves prisoners of war, to which I 
acceded. I was the more ready to make the 
surrender from being assured, that unless 
done quickly, the buildings adjacent would 
be immediately set on fire,and that no responsi- 
bility would be taken for the conduct of the 
MTages, who were then assembled in great 
numbers. 

In this critical situation, being desirous to 
preserve the lives of a number of our brave 
fellows who still held out, I sent a flag to 
them, and agreed with the commanding officer 
of the enemy, that they should be surrendered 
prisoners of war, on condition of their being 
protected from the savages, and being allowed 
to retain their private property, and having 
their side-arms returned to them. It is impos- 
nble for me to ascertain, with certainty, the 
less we have sustained in this action, fii^om the 
impracticability of knowing the number who 
have made their escape. 

Thirty-five officers, and about four hun- 
dred and eighty-seven non-commissioned 
officers and privates, are prisoners of war. A 
list of the names of officers is herewith enclos- 
ed to you. Our loss in killed is considerable. 

However unfortunate may seem the affair 
of yesterday, I am flattered by the belief that 
DO material error if chargeable upon myself^ 
and that still less censure is deserved by the 
troops I had the honor of commanding 



With the exception of that portion of our 
force which was thrown into disorder, no 
troops have ever behaved with more deter- 
mined intrepidity. 
I have the honor to be with high respect, 
Your obedient Servant, 
Jamks Winchester, 

Brig.-Gen. U. S. Army. 
Hon. Secretary at War. 

N. B. The Indians have still a few prisoners 
in their possession, who, I have reason to 
hope, will be given up to Colonel Proctor, at 
Sandwich. 

James Winchester, Brig.-Ocn. 



From Major- General Ilarriton^ to Governor 

Shelby. 

Can^ on Carrying Rock, 16 miles firom 
the Rapids, January 24th, 1818. 

My dear Sir, — I send Colonel Wells to you, 
to communicate the particulars (as far as we 
are acquainted with them) of an event that 
will overwhelm your mind with grie^ and fill 
your whole state with mourning. 

The greater part of Colonel Wells's regi- 
ment. United States Infantry, and the 1st and 
5th regiments Kentucky Infantry, and Allen's 
rifle regiment, under the immediate orders of 
General Winchester have been cut to pieces 
by the enemy, or taken prisoners. Great as 
the calamity is, I still hope that, as far as it 
relates to the objects of the campaign, it is not 
irreparable. As soon as I was informed of 
the attack upon General Winchester, about 
12 o^clock on the 22nd instant, I set out to 
overtake the detachment of Kentucky troops, 
that I had sent that morning to reinforce him, 
and I directed the only regiment that I had 
with me to follow. I overtook Major Robb's 
detachment at the distance of six miles ; but 
before the troops in the rear could get up, 
certain information was received of General 
Winchester's total defeat. 

A council of war was called, and it was the 
unanimous opinion of the Generals Payne and 
Perkins, and all the field officers, that there 
was no motive that could authorize an advance 
but that of attacking the enemy, and that 
success was not to be expected after a forced 
march of forty miles against an enemy superior 
in number, and well provided with artillery. 
Strong detachments of the most active men 
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were, howeTcr, sent forward on all the roads, 1 find, however, that, excepting two unim- 
to assist and bring in such of our men as had portant affairs, there is nothing to record. 
escaped. The whole number that reached our ! Early in February, Capt. Forsythe with two 
camp does not exceed thirty, amongst whom companies of rifiemen crossed from Ogdens- 



burg, and made a descent upon Gannanoque, 
and, according to the Americans, surprised the 



were Major M'Clannahan and Captain Clavcs. 

Having a large train of heavy artillery, and 
stores coming on this road from W. Sandusky, j ^'^^^^^' British force, killing a great many, cap- 
under an escort of four companies, it was i ^"""6 '^^^offi^^crs, fifty-two men and immense* 
thought advisable to fall back to this place, ' quantities of arms and ammunition, besides 



for the purpose of securing them. A part of 
it arrived last evening, and the rest is within 



'c» 



rescuing a good many prisoners. A few words 
will put the matter in its true light. The vil- 
thirty miles. As soon as it arrives, and a rein- , ^^gc consisted of one tavern and a saw-mill, 
foroement of three regiments from the Virginia i ^^^^^ ^ne small hut temporarily used by Col. 
and Pennsylvania brigades, I shall again ad- ; ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ militia, on whom devolved the 
vance, and give the enemy an opportunity of responsibility of guarding faithfully the 
measuring their strength with us once more. 
Colonel Wells will communicate some cir- 
cumstances, which, while they alliict and ^"^' "^^^^^^ containing thirty muskets. The 
surprise, will convince you that Kentucky has ^'^^^"^'^ amounted to one. The list of wounded 

to the same number. This unfortunate, ac- 
cording to James, was Mrs. Si one, who, while 
she lay in bed, was fired at, through a window, 



immense military stores here deposited, 
which consisted of two kegs of powder and 



lost none of her reputation for valor, for which 
slie is famed. The detachment to the River 
Raisin was made without my knowledge or 
consent, and in direct opposition to m\' plans. 
Having been made, however, I did ever3thing 
in my power to reinforce them, and a force 
exceeding by three hundred men that which 
General Winchester deemed necessary, was on 
its way to join him, and a fine battalion within 
fourteen miles of its destination. 

After the success of Colonel Lewis, I was in 
great hopes that the post could be maintained. 
Colonel Wells will communicate mv further 
views to you, much better than I can do in 
writing at this time. 

I am, dear Sir, <tc. 

W. H. IIakkison, 
His Excellency Governor Shelby. 



by some miscreant, and dangerously wounded. 

It appears, doubtless, extraordinary, why 
Causes of Grufrai General Dearborn, who 

l3oarbora-8 n.aclion. j^^^^j fyji authority 

from the war department to employ troops of 
any or every sort, and to do whatever he 
thought necessary for action, and whose orders 
to act offensively as soon as possible, were 
positive, should have remained so long inactive, 
exhibiting even a torpor in his movements. 
Ingersol, on this subject has — '*It was General 
Dearborn's misfortune to have an army to 
form, an inex{>erienced, not over ardent Exe- 
cutive, a secretary at war constrained to 
resign, a Senate inclined to distrust the Exe- 
cutive, Congress withholding taxes and snp- 



The rapijlity of Col. Proctor's movements, 
after the affair at Frenchtown, assisted, even j P^ics for nearly twelve months after war was 
more than the victory, to embarass and puz- 1 declared, a country destitute of military means, 
zlc Gen. Harrison, and breathing space, a most a^^^ ni^" unaccustomed to restraint, anx- 



desirable object, was gained by Gen. Proctor and 
his galhuit little band, while the intention of 
the Americans, to'throw the onus of their sup- 
port during the winter on the Canadians, was 
completely defeated. FiXcept one or two trifl- 
ing demonstrations, scarcely amounting to a 
movement, nothing of importance occurred in 
this quarter until April. We will return, 
therefore, to the Lower Province and General 
Dearborn, whom we left threatening, with an 
army, ten thousand strong, our frontier. We 



ious for display — " All these causes com- 
bined, fonn no excuse for General Dear- 
bom. We have seen how Sir George Prevost, 
who laboured under all these disadvantages, 
besides the still greater one of being pre- 
cluded, by the critical position in which 
Great Britain was then placed, from even a 
hope of being reinforced, has been con- 
demned. We cannot afford, then, any syiii« 
pathy to Gen. Dearborn. 

*5kvtch«8 of the war. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



CONTSKTS. 

Ctosefl of General Dearborn 'b and other failures 
coQsidcred further. — Demonstrations on St. 
Lawrence. — American force. — Proctor's force. 
-^heaffe*s force. — Army In Lower Canada. — 
The total numbers on both sides compared. — 
Gomparatiro naval strength. — Plan of cam- 
paign. — Arrival of Sir James Yeo. — " Ilomct'' 
and " Peacock."— The " Chesapeake " and the 
** Shannon." — Remarks on the action. — Want 
of discipline on board the ** Chesapeake." — 
Naval events on Canadian lakes. — Expedition 
to the Miami, and attack on the American 
defences. — General Proctor deserted by the 
Indians, and part of the Militia. 

We ooDcluded our last chapter with the 
Cansefl of Gcncnl observation that " we 
gSSSr;JiX»dtor could find no grounds for 
•liw- sympathy with General 

Dearborn,** and fiirther consideration of the 
satgect induces us to bring forward additional 
reaflons in support of that assertion. 

We have already shown that General Dear- 
bom was, 0f wemayso express it) his own mas- 
ter, and almost unfettered by instructions, dur- 
ing the entire autumn of 1 8 12. He had ample 
time, with adequate means to prepare an army 
Oi five or six thousand strong, whom, if it had 
been only to keep them healthy, it would have 
been better to put in motion. The English 
Generals had many greater difficulties to con- 
tend with, in defending Canada, than the 
Americans to conquer it fiuonaparte*s career 
ill IUly,and Wellington's in Spain, began with, 
and overcame, much greater disadvantages, 
•and BO it erer will be, a true General must 
fCnggle agdnat pr^udices and hindrances, in- 
fiofeed jby hit own oonititoe&i% and look on 



them as things to be overcome, and harder of 
achievement than themere subduing the troops 
opposed to him. The American conunanders 
were not men of this stamp, and, in conse- 
quence, the exfoliation of Generals during the 
first campaign was excessive, and allowing all 
indulgence for the novelty of their position, 
and perhaps the difficulty of sustaining them- 
selves, it was right not only that they should 
be superseded, but it was also just that they 
should be censured. The campaign of 1812 
ended in a total eclipse of American military 
pretensions, without leaving one lingering 
gleam of hope, and the oommander-in-chieft 
inactivity, tantamount to miscarriage, afflicted 
the friends of the war with the conviction that 
they were doomed to defeat 

Some of IngersoVs conclusions on this sub« 
ject are so remarkable as to claim notice, for 
the extreme ingenuity evinced in finding out 
good reasons for being beaten, and in showing 
that Americans were not vanquished by the 
prowess of their adversaries, but that, *' en- 
countering on the threshold of Oanada only 
such insignificant obstacles as Voyageurs, 
traders, travellers and Indians, animated with 
but a fiunt spirit of resistance to invasion,** 
they were conquered by the inactivity and pol- 
troonery of their commanders alone. The 
same writer adds, "A man of talent leading 

ourarmiestoMontreal,asmighthave been done ' 
in 1812, would have probably, brought the war 
to an end that year. England was completely 
surprised tfid unprepared for it Such a 
General at Detroit, Niagara or Ghamplain as 
would have driven the English beyond Mon- 
treal, might have produced immecUate peace* 
Hull and Dearborn, and executive inefficiency 
were answerable for prolonging the war, the 
vigorous and successftil commencement of 
which mi^t have creditaUj deoed it aooa 
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after it had begun. The feeling of haughty 
power did not then stimulate Qreat Britain, 
which followed the downfall of Napoleon. The 
time for war was fortunate for us, our chance 
of success was good, had either the Govern- 
ment or its agents in conmiand made the 
most of the opportunity.'* 

Ingersol winds up his lamentation by obscry- 
ing that Dearborn ** discouraged probably by 
miUtia disaffection^ (when he should with his 
regular forces have established himself at 
Isle aux Noizfor tlie winter, at least threaten- 
ing Montreal, if not making good his way there, 
and holding it, and such success would have 
rallied thousands to his standard), fell back 
after a failure — the climax of our military 
degradation." 

These remarks are doubtless very satisfac- 
tory to subjects of the United States, but we 
question whether they will be found equally 
conTindng by those who have enquired into the 
feelings which animated the Colonists at that 
time, or, fh>m study of history, are enabled to 
judge of the determined resistance which a 
body of men, united, in heart and hand, can 
offertoan invading force. We, however, enter- 
ed so fully, in a previous chapter, on this sub- 
ject, that we think it unnecessary to dwell at 
greater length on it, or to do more than re- 
mind the reader that the failure of the attempts 
at invasion "were mainly brought about 
through the gallant resistance of the very 
colony which was regarded by its invaders as 
likely to prove an easy conquest, in conse- 
quence of the disloyalty vainly imagined to 
lurk in its heart" Ingersol justly observes, 
" England was completely unprepared for the 
war," but we deny the conclusion he arrives 
at fh>m that circumstance, " that the conquest 
of Oanada was therefore an easy one," and 
American failures only attributable to the want 
of capacity in the commanders. We contend 
that every incident of the war goes to disprove 
this, the numerical superiority of the Ameri- 
cans in point of numbers, was on all occasions 
80 great as fully to compensate for any alleged 
inferiority of commanders. The solution of 
the question is to be found in the justice of 
their cause. This it was whic]^ nerved 
Canadian arms, and enabled them to over- 
come an invading force so immeasurably 
lopcrior. 



With the exception of a few hastily plaoned 

movements at Prescott, 

8t?SS?jSS**^ "* Ogdcnsburg and Elisa- 

bethtown (now Brock- 
ville,) no event of importance occurred during 
the first three months of 1818. There are, 
however, a few circumstances connected with 
these demonstrations with which the reader 
should not be left unacquainted, as one of 
them in particular was made the peg on which 
to hang the usual amount of misrcpresenta* 
tion to be found inmost American despatches. 

The River St Lawrence affords, in its fit>zen 
state, during the early part of the year, an 
easy and safe mode of transit from the Amer- 
ican to the Canadian shores, and advantage 
was taken of this by Capt Forsy the, who com* 
mandcd a detachment of United States rifle- 
men at Ogdensburgh, to despatch marauding 
parties across who did not confine their oper^ 
tions to the destruction of public property, bvt 
exercised considerable severity towards the 
unarmed inhabitants. 

A nocturnal predatory expedition, which has 
been thought worthy of being ranked amongst 
the "brilliant achievements" of American 
valour, took place on the 6th February. 
General Armstrong in his "notices of the 
war " says, ** Forsy the, with two companiet 
of rifle corps in sleighs, ascended the St Law- 
I'cnce f'*om Ogdensburg to Elizabethtown on 
the Canada shore, surprised the British guard| 
made fifty-two prisoners, (among whom were 
the Major, three Captains and two lieute- 
nants), liberated sixteen deserters, and mads 
prize of one hundred and forty muskets and a 
considerable quantity of ammunition without 
losing a man of his party." This statement 
officially made, was of course highly gratiQf- 
ing and consolatory to the American publk; 
in James* version, however, the affiur assumes 
a differen t aspect " After woun ding a tniHtis 
sentry, the houses in the village, the gad not 
omitted, were ransacked and the male inhsb* 
itants to the number of fifty-two were csi^ 
ricd off Several of these, as in the Uniled - 
States, held commissions in the militiii* \ 
This circumstance, according to Jamea^ wai ^ 
a fortunate one, and " the American pob^ 
lie was, a few days afterwards, ofB<^l|f *1 
told of the capture, in a very gallant maSF^^ «: 
ner, of a British guard consisting sf i^ftit' * 
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men, including two Majors, three Captains, the actual strength of the party under his com- 
and two Lieutenants (of militia not rt/?<f<v7.) j mand, yet, Mr. Thomson, in his sketches of 
One circumstance, connected with this affair, i the war, does not scruple to fix the British 
will place it in its proper light. Major McDon- j force at two columns "of six hundred men 
nell of the Glengarry fencibles was desi>atched ' each," and to represent (without condescending 
with a flag of truce to remonstrate with the ' to particulars) Forsythe's party as very inferior 
American commander about ** the dcpreda- ! in point of numbers, omitting any mention 
tions committed by the parties under his ' of the prisoners, guns, stores and, destruction 
command." This remonstrance, James adds, j of barracks. We must here correct James, 
was met with " insolence, taunts and boast- 1 who says, *' still the total silence of all the other 
ings," and a challenge to the British ofticers to j American historians entitles Mr. Thomson to 
meet the Americans on the ice. This chal- j some credit for the account he has given of 
Icngc could not then be complied with, as Sir . the attack on Ogdcnsburg." We deny that 



George Provost declined to sanction the pro- 
ceedings, assigning as his reason, ** that he 
did not wish, by any oflensive acts of the sort, 
to keep alive a spirit of hostility." 

This prfilatory attack was, however, ere 
long, punished by the attack on Ogdcnsburgh, 
which was made on the 22n<l, under the com- 



Mr. Thomson is entitled to any credit, even 
on this score, as (loneral Armstrong in his 
notices has " the British commander retaliated, 
(for the Elizabeth aifair,) by a visit on the 
22iid to Ogdcnsburg, drove Forsythe out of 
the place, killing and wounding about twenty 
of his men, and capturing a quantity of pro- 



mand of Major McDonnell, and resulted in the i visions and stores, with six pieces of artillery." 
capture of a quantity of ordnance, marine and We doubt further whether Mr. Thom.=Jon would 



commercial stores, together with four officers 



and seventy private.^ Two ban*acks,two armed been so direct a sequence to the attack on 



have alluded to the affair at all, had it not 



schooners, and two gun boats were also 
destroyed. This attack was made under a 
heavy fire from the American batteries, at 



Elizabethtown, to which he has attached so 
much importance. We may,perhaps,bc unjust 
in denying even this credit to Mr. Thomson,but 



the cost of eight killed and fifty-two wounded, his whole work proves that, wherever ho 
Major McDonneirs dispatch* clearly shows could, he has never hesitated to double the 



■ From Major MaedouneUy to Sir O. Prevosi, The depth of the snow in some degree retarded 

Prcscott, February 23, 1818. ^"^^ advance of both columns, and exposed them, 

Sir— I have the hoiioJr to acouaiiit vou for Particularly the right, to a heavy cross fire from 

SIR,— 1 nave tiie Honour to acquauit }ou, lor ^^^ batteries of the enemy, for a longer period 

the mformation of hw excellency the commaudcr .l^^ t i i^ ^«.«,i i * u- ^ -ji a 

_-^, * «.i * • r»i 1 than I ha<l expected; but pushmcr on rapidly after 

oftheforces, that, mconrt«uiuenceofthcconimanu3 »i ^ »» • i*^ * * *i i /* i 

of hifl eicellencv to retaliate under farorablc cir- ^^® ^a"«ne8 began to open upon us, the left column 
Of his exceuency to retaliate, under laroraoic cir- . ^ ^, .^ ^ ^ of the river, under the 

camstances, upon the enemy, for his late wanton ,. f„ - , . °..„ j i- c i * 

aggressions on this frontier, I thi- morning, about ^1?,?,^^ f ^;%Sf ""'^ and hue of musketry, 

TvSock, crossed the river St. Lawrence upon Pasted on an eminence near the shore; movm^ 

the ICC knd attacked and carried after a little °" ^^^"^^^ °^>' ^^^*"ce, consisting of the royal 

the ICC, ana attacicea ana earned, a ter a little Newfoundland and some select miUtia, I turned 

more than an hours action, his position m and l- „• l* „u\. ♦t,^ j^» ' * c7C i- ,""*". 

^, ., . c ,\ \ \ 4. 1 • "IS riffht with the dotacnment of the kinc s rem- 

near the opposite town of (Wensbur;;, taking .° , ,^^ , ,. . "» ""^ ° :.,,*' 

•Icven nieces of cannon and all his Srdnance ™e"t, and after a few discharges from his artillery, 

eleven pieces oi cannon, and au nis ordnance, took them with the bayonet, and drove his infantry 

manne, commissanaL and quarter-master-cenerars ., i .u * _ ^ v*wiv»Tc „r i 

*_r^ V ic 1 «/. II • through the town ; some cscapinE across the Black 

ttorea, four oinccrs and lO prisoners, and burning • ^ ^ * *i r I u * *u • •* n ^ * tu 

Z^ ^ J u 1*1 u * nver into the fort, but the majontv fled to the 

two armed schooners, aud two large gun-boats, i i * V • xl . *' • r \. 

and both his barracks " = *» "^ woods, or sought refuge m the houses, from whence 

My force consisted of about 480 regulars and they kept such a galling lire, Uiat it was ne^^ 
mnitU, and was divided into two columns: the '° ^*«'^^f '^^ with our field-pieces, which now 
right^mmanded by Captain Jenkins, of the Glen- came up from the bank of the river, where they 
g^ light infantry fencibles, was composed of his ^^^ «^"^^ ^" »^°^»"e' »° ^^^ ^«^P «"^^- 
own flank company, and about 70 militia ; and, Ilavlng gained the high ground on the brink of 
from the state of the ice, and the enemy ^s position the Black river, opposite the fort, I prepared to 
ia the old French fort, was directed to check his carry it by storm ; but the men being quite exhau8> 
left, and interrupt his retreat, whilst I moved on ted, I procured time for them to recover breath, 
with the left column, consisting of 120 of the king's by sending in a summons, requiring an uncondi- 
rtgiment, 40 of the royal Newfoundland corps tional surrender. During these transactions, Cap- 
tad about 200 militia, towards his position in the tain Jenkins had gallantly led on his column, and 
town, where he had posted bis heavy field artUIeiy. bad been exposed to a hea v v fire of seven goaa,, 
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British, and represent the Americans as 
'* whipping their enemies*' under the most 
adrcrse circmnstances that the creative mind 
of an American historian could conjure up. 

Having disposed of these affairs we shall 
proceed to examine, before entering on the 



a statement of General Harrison's force, yet 
we are informed that while Proctor, after 
defeating and capturing Winchester, was 
hastening back to Maiden, to escape the attacks 
of Harrison, this last mentioned officer, under 
similar apprehensions of his adversary, after 



nayal part of the history, into the position of setting fire to his stores, baggage and defences 

both parties, their relative strength, and the at the Rapids, retreated hastily to Portage 

plans formed by the American Government. River. The delusion, however,t under which 

During the first quarter of the year 1818, this movement was made was not of long 

the government at Washington had made the duration, and shortly afterwards. General 

most strenuous efforts to prepare for opening, Harrison announced to his government that 

with vigor, the campaign. Ample reinforce- ** a few days would enable him to resume and 

ments and supplies had been forwarded. To defend the position he had left, against any- 

. __, _ begin: we find, accord- thing Proctor could bring against it, and 

ing to Armstrong, " that advancmg with a force of about two thousand 
within district No. 9, commanded by General men,t on the eastern bank of the Miami, he 
Dearborn, there were over thirteen tliousand began a fortified camp to cover hi% intended 
men of all arms. On the Niagara three thou- operations. Here, for the present, we will 
sand three hundred regulars, and three thou- leave him with General Proctor watching him 
sand volunteers and militia; at Sackett's proctor'a Force. ^*^^ ^^° hundred and 
Harbour, two hundred regulars, and two twenty regulars,fourhun- 
thousand militia ; on Lake Champlain, three dred and fifty militia and about twelve hun- 
ttiousand regidars, and two thousand militia, dred Indians. We have already shown that 
la the West, although we are without the sheaffe's Force. '^® whole force along 
data which would enable as to give so detailed the Niagara frontier, 
thirty-six miles in length, exclusive of that 

. ^ , , stationed at Fort George, and which may be 
which he bravely attempted to take with the bay- 

oact, though covered with 200 of the enemy^s best 



troops : advancme as rapidly as the deep snow, j cannot close this statement without expressing 

and the exhausted 8Ute(m consequence) of hw ^y admiration of the gallantry and self-devotira 

men, would admit, he ordered a charge, and had ^f CapUin Jenkins, who had lost one arm, and is 

not proceeded many paces, when his lelt arm was j^ ^^^^j. ^j i^gj^- ^y^^ Q^^g^^ j „,u^j ^^^ ^^ 

broken to pieces by a grape shot; but still undaun- ^^0 intrepidity of Captain Lefevrc. of the New- 




heroicaUy disregarding all personal conaiderauon, ^g^^ . ^nd particularly of Lieutenant Ridge, of tU 
he nobly ran on, cheermg his men, to the assault, corps, who very gallantly led on the advance: 
uU, exhausted by paUi and loss ofb ood, he became ^^d of Lieutenant W Auley, and ensign M* Donn. 




«iih tiiem, they were compelled, by the great su- gngign ^q„^ ^f ,jje ^iii^-,^ ^ach of whom had 

penorlty of the enemy, to give way, leaving a few charge of a field-peice ; and of Lieutenant Impey, 

on a commandmg posiUon, and a tew of the most ^f the militia, who has lost a leg. I was alio Veli 

advanced, hi the enemy s possession, nearly about supported by Colonel Fraser and the other officon 

the time that I gamed the height above mention- and men of the miliUa, who emulated the eon- 

cd. The enemy hesitating to surrender, I instanUy gpicuous bravery of all the troops of the line. I 

cirried his eastern battery, and by it silenced inclose a list of killed and wounded. The enenr 

Huother. which now opened again; and orderme j^ad 600 men underarms, and must have iuataiBsi 

on the advance the detachment of the King 9, and ^ considerable loss, 

the Highland company of militia, under Captain j ^^^^ ^^e honor to be, 4c 

Kuatace, of the King^a regiment, he gallantly rush- q MAcnoimiu.. 

ed Into the fort ; but the enemy retreating by the Higor, Glengarry light hifantry, LliutentaW 

opposite entrance, escaped into the woods, which Colonel, commanding in the EasUn 

£ should have effectually prevented, if my Indian ^ District of Upper Cknadk 

warriors had returned sooner from a detached ser- g|r q Prevost. kc 

vice, on which they had that mombg been em- tAnnttroiw-paw llL 

ptoyed. llWd. ^ '^ 
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•teted at fourteen hundred and forty regulars, 
and two hundred and sixty militift, amounted 
to but three hundred and sixty regulars, and 
two hundred and forty militia, in all twenty- 
three hundred men. 

It is not €0 easy to get at the strength of 
Army in Lower Ca- the force at the disposal 
"^ of Sir Geo. Prevost, but 

we can gather from " Veritas," — who, in his 
anxiety to criminate Sir George, is not likely 
to have underatatcd his means, whether for 
offence or defence — that it did not exceed 
three thousand regulars and militia at the 
outside. 

These numbers show fifteen thousand five 

The total muaixra hundred Americans to 
onbothttde. compared, gj^ thousand three hun- 
dred British and twelve hundred Indians. 

A glance at the state of affairs on Lake On- 
Comparative naval tario does not give a 
•trengtli. more satisfactory result, 

we find a powerful American force, the 



Erie and Chippewai to job that ah'eady as- 
sembled at Fort George. Canada West hav- 
ing been thus swept, the whole force was to 
proceed eastward to Kingston, to coH>perate 
with General Dearborn in the reduction, first 
of that place, and afterwards of Quebec This 
was a very well laid combination, and had Ca- 
nadians been the disaffected body imagined by 
Americans, would in all probability have sue- 
ccoded. As they, however, obstinately refused 
to believe themselves as enslaved and wronged 
as Hull and Smith represented, it did not real- 
ize all that had been expected. 



Yeo. 



About this time Sir James Yeo arrived to 
Arrival of Sir James assume the naval com- 
mand. This officer had 
formerly commanded the Southampton frigate, 
and immediately on his arrival he commenced 
with great energy the work of fitting, man- 
ning, and preparing for actual service. Before, 
however, entering with him on his labors, we 
must retrace our steps, and resume the nar- 
rative of naval events, which we closed with the 
united tonnage of which amounted to over ' capture of the Java by the ConstituHon. We 



nineteen hundred tons, besides boats, lying at 
Sackctt*s harbor. This fleet, mounting eighty- 
six heavy cannon, was in readiness to 
co-operate in the movements contemplated by 
the Cabinet at Washington. At this very 
time our vessels on Lnkc Ontario were 13'ing 
unmanned and unfurnished in Kingston har- 
bor and elsewhere, waiting for the arrival of 
seamcu to enable them to be prepared for scr- 
Ticel 



Flan of cainpaifn. 



Having sho^-n the strength, we will now 

proceed to the plan of 
campaign proposed by 
General Dearborn and Commodore ('hauncey, 
and, after some deliberation, agreed to by the 
American Government as certain of ultimate 
succes!^ According to this plan, it was pro- 
posed that three simultaneous demonstrations 
should be made. At the west Harrison was 
to attack and drive back Proctor, compelling 
the surrender of Maiden and the evacuation 
of the Michigan territory; Com. Chaunccy 
and the fleet, with an army under Gen. Pike, 
were first to attack York, and from thence to 
ivroceed to the investment of Fort George by 
land and water ; a third force was to cross 
OT«r from Buffiklo, and, carrying the forts at 



must also remind the reader that, in the fifth 
chapter of this work, an act of great barbarity 
on the part of Captain Porter, of the Essex, 
towards a British seaman, was, on the autho- 
rity of Mr. James, exposed. An account of 
this proceeding reaching Sir James Yeo, some 
natural expressions of indignation at the act, 
and of contempt for the perpetrator, escaped 
him ; and as these sentiments were uttered in 
the hearing of several American prisoners then 
on board the Southampton, they were soon 
made public, with appropriate emendations. 
Sir James Yco's remarks were made to convey 
a challenge to Captain Porter, and this officer 
had now an opportunity of thrusting himself 
into more creditable notice than the inhuman 
tarring and feathering of poor John Ewing 
was calculated to gain iov him. A formal ac- 
ceptance by Captain Porter of this (we may 
call it pretended, as James declares there is 
no authority whatever for the sending) chal- 
lenge afterwards went the round of the Ame- 
rican papers. We have introduced this anec- 
dote, as it is necessarv for us, before resuming 
our narrative, at the dite where we broke ofi^ 
to accompany Capt Porter on his first cruise 
in the Essex. The successful issue of this 
adventurous expedition did not M to create 
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great sensation tliroughout the United States, 
and we might expose ourselres to the charge 
of a 9uppre$8io cm, did we omit aaght that 
might be supposed to bear on the subject 

We have, besides, an additional inducement 
to accompany Captain Porter, as we maj be 
enabled to correct a few statements which, 
inadrertently of course, have been suffered to 
creep into his record. 

The Essex had been prevented from forming 
rart of Commodore Rodgcr*s squadron, as she 
could not be fitted up in time, but on the Srd 
July she sailed from New York, and on the 
llth fell in ^^-ith seven transports bound from 
Barbadoes, to Quebec, under the convoy of 
the Minerva, twelve pounder, thirty-two gun 
frigate. The Essex succeeded in cutting off the 
rearmost vessel with nearly two hundred sol- 
diers on board, and Captain Hawkins wore in 
pursuit but, finding after a while, that by 
continuing in chase, he must run the risk of 
separating from, and perhaps losing the re- 
maining six vessels of his convoy, he resumed 
his course. 

James observes on this ''Captain Porter 
was discreet, as well as shrewd enough to 
chuckle at this ; and disarming and paroling 
the soldiers, and ransoming the vessel, he al- 
lowed the latter to proceed with the intelli- 
gence of the outrage she had suffered. He of 
course obtained from his prize, the name of 
the convoying frigate, whoso protection had 



sloop of war, Alert, Captain T. L R. Tiangharne, 
ran down on our weather quarter, gave three 
cheers, and commenced an action Qfw trifling 
a skirmish deserves the name), and after eight 
minutes' firing, struck her colours, with seven 
feet of water in her hold, much cut to pieces^ 
and with three men wounded. * ♦ ♦ * Xhe 
Essex has not received the slightest injury. 
The Alert was out for the purpose of taking 
the Hornet" 

Some credit is due for the modesty of this 
despatch, but when we state what the Alert 
really was, it will be seen that even Captun 
David Porter could scarcely have made more 
of the transaction. In the year 1804, twelve 
colliers were purchased by the British Govern- 
ment, and one of these, the Oxford, became 
the Alert sloop of war fitted with eighteen 
pound carronadcs, the highest calibre she 
could bear. By the end of the year 1811, ten 
of these choice vessels had either been broken 
up or converted into peaceable harbour ships. 
Two still remained, and, as if possessing in 
reality the qualities which their names implied, 
the Avenger and Alert were dispatched to the 
North American station a short time previous 
to the war. Had the Alert been rigged with 
two ma&ts, Capt. Porter would only have had 
the glory of taking a small gun brig, but the 
unfortunate mizcn mast classed her amongst 
vcs.<^ls which were a full match for any two 
such craft Captain Porter disarmed his prize 
and sent her, as a cartel, with the prisoners. 



portunity wrote an official account of his ex- 
ploit, concluding with the, as applied to a 
British ship, galling words ** we endeavored to 
bring the frigate to action, but did notsucceed." 
Unfortunately for Captain Porter^s declaration 
of inferiority, in point of sailing, of the Essex, 
this vessel was afterwards captured, and her 
sailing qualities so fully ascertained as to leave 
no doubt but that Captain Porter, had he 
really desired to bring the ^linerva to action, 
could easily have come alongside of her. 
That no such thought, however, entered 
Captain Porter^s head will be clear to all, as 
we proceed in our analysis of that Ofiicer*s 
claim to wear the laurel. A dispatch to the 
Navy Department, dated "At sea, August 
ITtli,** contains the next claim preferred by 
Captain Porter, " I have the honor to inform 
you that on the 13th His Britanic Majesty's 



been of so much service, and by the first op- eighty-six in number, to St John's, Newfound- 



land, where Captiin Lar.gharne and his crew 
were tried for the loss of the ship. When we 
consider the verdict of the Court, however, we 
may be inclined to admire Captain Langhame'f 
bravery, we cannot but condemn him some- 
what for provoking, with such a crew, so un- 
equal a contest It was proved at the trial that 
the crew went aft to request the Captain to 
strike his colors, and the finding of the Court 
was " the honorable acquittal of Captun 
Langhame, the master and purser,'* while the 
first lieutenant was dismissed the service, and 
the marked disapprobation of the Court was 
expressed to the remaining officers and crew. 
On her return to the States, being found unfit 
for a cruiser, the Alert was first laid up in 
ordinary, and, after some time, then fitted up 
as a store ship ; her creeping pace, however, 
betrayed her collier origin, and she was finel^j 
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•eat to New Tork, to be exhibited to the dti- 
MDB as one of the national trophies of war. 

Capt Porter's next despatch must hare 
curied with it a pleasing conviction that mari- 
time supremacy had ceased to be " England^s 
undoubted right,^' and must hare inspired 
American sailors with a most contemptible 
opinion of their opponent's courage. We give 
the despatch entire. 

'* On the afternoon of the 30th August, I 
discovered one of the enemy's hngates stand- 
ing forward, as under a press of sail, appar- 
ently with an intention of speaking us, stood 
for him under easy sail with the ship prepared 
for action, and, apprehensive that he might 
not find me during the night, I hoisted a 
light At 9, he made a signal consisting of 
two flashes and a blue light, apparently about 
iMir miles distant from us. I continued to 
stand on for the point where they were seen 
until midnight, when not getting sight of the 
enemy, I concluded it would be best to heave 
to for him until daylight, presuming that he 
bad done the same, or that he would at least 
have kept in our neigbourhood ; but to my 
great surprise and the mortification of my 
officers and crew (whose zeal on every occa- 
sion excites my admiration,) we discovered in 
the morning that the bird had flown. From 
her fleetness which enabled her to disappear 
■o soon, / think it not unlikely that it was the 
Acaata, of fifty guns, and three hundred and 
Jf/ty men sent out with the Ringdove of twenty- 
two guns to cruise for the Essex^^ 

Ships usually carry logbooks, in which are 
entered every day's proceedings, with the lati- 
tude and longitude ; a reference to these, unfor- 
tunately for the correctness of Capt Porter's 
MBumption, shows that, on the day mentioned, 
the Acasta was in lat 48^ north, and long. 63^ 
16* west. The Rssex being in 36« north and 62« 
west The Ringdove (only of eighteen guns by 
the way) was on that day at anchor in the har- 
bour of the island of St Thomas. The ship that 
Gapt Porter fell in with, was the Ratler, eigh- 
teen gun sloop, Capt Alexander Gordon, who 
knowing that it would be folly to engage in so 
unequal a contest, very wisely avoided an en- 
gigement 

On the 4th of September Capt Porter was 
neliy gratified with a sight of a ship of war, 
as on that day, having in convoy the merchant 
A(p IGoerva, he fell in with (to use his own 



words) TWO ships of war. These two ships of 
war were the British thirty-eight gun frigate 
Shannon and the merchant ship Planter, re- 
captured from the Americans. The Eraex, 
keeping the Minerva close astern of her, bore 
down as if to meet the Shannon, then in chase, 
but having closed to within ten miles, Capt 
Porter's better judgment prevailed, and leav- 
ing 'the poor merchant ship to her fate, the 
Essex hauled to the wind and crowded all sail 
to get away. The Minerva was taken posses- 
sion of and burnt, in hopes that the Essex 
might see the flames and clear down to avenge 
the indignity, but with no effect This run- 
ning away was the last exploit performed by 
Capt. Porter, who anchored, three days after- 
wards, in the Delaware, " crowned with glory." 



Hornot and Peacock. 



We left, it may be remembered, the Hornet 

sloop of war off St Sal- 
vador, where, with the 
Constitution, Capt Lawrence had been block- 
ading the Bonne Citoyenne, and whence she 
was chased by the Montague, seventy-four. 
After escaping from the line of battle ship, the 
Hornet stood to the westward, captured an 
English brig with some seven thousand pounds 
in specie on board, and then directed her 
course to the coast of Surinam and Demerara. 
WTiile cruising on this station, the Hornet, 
when beating off the entrance to the Demerara 
river, discovered a sail bearing down on her, 
which proved to be the British brig sloop 
Peacock. The engagement commenced a litUe 
after five, and ten minutes before six, the 
Peacock, being in a sinking state from the 
heavy fire of the Hornet, hoisted an ensign, 
union down, from her fore rigging, as a signal 
of distress. Shortly afterwards her main mast 
went by the board. Every attempt was now 
made to save the crew, but all would not do^ 
and a few minutes afterwards the Peacock 
went down in five and a half fathom water 
with thirteen of her men, four of whom only 
escaped by crawling into the fore rigging. An 
American Lieutenant, Midshipman, and three 
men with difficulty saved themselves by jump- 
ing, as the brig went down, into boats lying 
on the booms. Some of the men saved them- 
selves in the stem boat, and, notwithstanding 
it was much damaged by shot, they arrived in 
safety at Demeranu 

Of her hundred and ten men, the Peacock 
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lost her gallant commander and seyon men, 
besides three officers and twenty-seren men 
wounded. The Americans state their loss at 
two killed and three wounded, out of a crew of 
one hundred and seventeen. 

We give the comparative force of the 
combatantSfbefore introducing James* remarks 
on the action. 

Comparative force of the ships. 

Peacock. Hornet. 

Broadside guns. ... 9 10 

Naoflbs. 192 297 

Crew 110 163 

Size 386 460 

The accuracy of this table has been proved, 
yet American writers have declared that the 
Hornet gained a victory over a ^^Bupcriar 
Brituh foTceP Nonr for James. — " If, in 
their encounter of British frigates the Ameri- 
cans were so lucky as to meet them with 
crippled masts, deteriorated powder, unskilful 
gunners, or worthless crews, they were not 
less fortunate in the brigs they fell in with. 
There was the Frolic, with her main-yard 
gone and topmasts sprung ; and here is the 
Peacock, with twenty-four instead of thirty- 
two pound carrronades, the establishment of 
her class, and with a crew that, owing to the 
nature of their employment ever since the 
brig had been commis.sioned, in August, 1807, 
must have almost forgotten that they belonged 
to a man-of-war. The Peacock had long been 
the admiration of her numerous visitors, for 
ihe tasteful arrangement of her deck, and 



sending proper yessels to sea. The Peaoock* 
Frolic and brigs of her class were mere shells^ 
when compared with such ships as the Hornet 
and the Wasp, whose scantling was nearly as 
stout as a British twelve pounder fngate, but 
still they were entitled to be ranked in a 
certain class, and an extract from Lawrence*^ 
official letter will show that he did nothesitata 
to claim for himself a very sufficient amount 
of credit. Captain Lawrence could have 
afforded to have dispensed with this, as we 
readily admit that he was really a gallant and 
truly brave officer ; after all, we can hardly 
wonder at his becoming inoculated with the 
national disorder, especially as it was the 
policy of a government that has never yet 
been convinced of the inutility, even in a profit 
and loss point of view, of making a misstate- 
ment The wreck of the Peacock was visible 
for a long tune after the action, and this was 
a fortunate circumstance, as it gave an 
opportunity of ascertaining her relative por- 
tions and that of the K^^picgle. This 
was necessary, as Captain Lawrence's state- 
ment makes the Espi^gle " six miles in shore 
of me," and adds, "and could plainly see the 

*** At the time I brought the P«»acock to action, 
the E<pi^glc, (the bng mentioned aa being at an 
anchor) mounting sixteen two and thirty pound 
carronadett, and two long nines, lay about six 
milf's in sliore of me, and could plainly see the 
whole of the action. Apprehensive she would 
beat out to the assistance of her consort, such 



exertions were used by my officers and crew, lu 
repairh)g damages, &c., that by nine o^clock oar 
had obtained, in consequence, the numeofthe \ boat^j were stowed, a new set of sails bent, and 
yacht Tlie hreeehiiigs of the carronaJes ^^Qvc *^^:/*"P completely ready for action. At two, 



lined with white canvas^ the shot-lockers 



A.M., got under way and stood by the wind to 
the northward and westward under easv sail. On 



sliifted from their usual places, and nothing I mustering next morning, found we had two hnn- 
could exceed in IriUmncy, the j.olhh upm the '}l^^ *"^ seventy-seven souls on board (including 

1 J \. » n^u the crew of the Amencan bng, Hunter, of Port- 



irat&rsing hars and elevating screws," These 
remarks are deservedly scvere,both on the com 



land, taken a few days before by the Peacock) 
and as wc had been on two-thirds allowance of 



mander of the Peacock and the authorities, ; Provisions for some time, and had but S 400 gai- 

iii.AU r» Ions of water on board, I reduced the allowance 



whose duty it was to know that the Peacock 
was fitted in a manner suitable to her class. 
The brig was new, built of oak, and able to bear 



to three pints a man, and determined to make the 
best of niv wav to the United States. 
The Peacock was deservedly styled one of the 



^, . , ° , ,,, n .1 1 finest vessels of her class in the British navy. I 

thirty-two pounacrs,and there could then have gi.ould judge her to be about the tonnage of the 

been no other cause for thechangc,but that the ; Hornet. Uer beam was greater by fiv e inches, 
smaller guns took up less room, and gave a Ij"^ ^^^ extreme length not so great by four feet. 
,. , . A ii J 1 Ti She mounted sixteen four and twenty pound car- 

lighter appearance to the deck. It appears ^onades, two long nines, one twelve pound carro- 

extraordinary that the British Government, nadc on her top-gallant forecastle as a shifting 

after so many disasters, and the lapse of eight «"«» «»<! one four or six pounder, and two swiveli 

.u r *i J 1 *• e u n mounted aft. I find by her quarter-bill that her 

months from the declaration of war, should erew consialcd of one hundred and thirty^onr 

not hare become alive to the importance of | men, four of whom were abicnt in a prtae." 
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iriiole of the action.*' It hu been proved 
that the actual distance between the yeasels 
was twenty-four miles. Lieutenant Wright, 
senior, of the Pefux>ck, has declared that the 
£q>i^g1e " was not visible from the look-outs 
stationed at the Peacock's mast-heads, for 
some time previous to the commencement of 
the action,** and if further information be 
wanted, it is to be found in the ignorance, of 
Captdn Taylor, of the action, until informed 
of it the day after, by the Governor of 
Demerara. When the authorities awoke from 
their lethaigy, some time afterwards, and 
began to examine somewhat into the real 
condition of ships, their efficiency of equip- 
ment, and their state of discipline, this same 
Captain Taylor was found guilty by a Court- 
Martial of having " neglected to exercise the 
flhip*s company at the great guns." It was 
therefore, perhaps, fortunate that the dis- 
ordered state of her rigging prevented Capt. 
Taylor from engaging the Hornet. It was 
bard, at the same time, on Captain Taylor, 
that he should be punished for negligence, 
which was common to two-thirds of the navy, 
and to which the Admiralty, by their instruc- 
tions, and their sparing allowance of powder 
and shot for practice at the guns, were in 
some degree instrumental 



Captain Philip Broke, of the Shannon fri- 

The Chesapeake Mid gate, was amongst that 
the SIuumoD. ^^^^ of g^j^j^lj officers, 

who mourned the imbecility of a Qovemment, 
which saw the capture of vessel after vessel 
by the Americans, and yet could not be per- 
suaded but that diplomacy and procrastination 
would convert small and inefficient, into large 
and well equipped vessels. This officer was 
determined to prove what an English thirty- 
eight could effect, when the ship and crew 
Were properly fitted for battle. 

On the 21st March, 1813, tlie Shannon, in 
company with the Tenedos, same force, sailed 
from Halifax, and reconnoitred, on the 2nd of 
. April, Boston Harbour, where they discov- 
ered the President and Congress, the latter 
quite, the former nearly ready for sea. Ac- 
cording to James, the two British commanders 
determined to intercept and bring to action 
the two American vessels. It is rather hard 
to lay how it happened, but, nevertheless^ 
happen it did, that the American yesBels got 



to sea about the Ist of May, unperceived, leav- 
ing only the Chesapeake and Constitution In 
harbour. The Constitution was undergi)faig 
serious repair ; the Chesapeake was expected 
to be ready ior sea in a few days ; Captain 
La^Tcnce therefore (as two frigates were not 
required to watch one,) despatched the Tene- 
dos to sea with instructions to Captain Parket« 
not to join him before the 14th June, by which 
time Captain Broke trusted that his desire of 
meeting an enemy's vessel of equal force 
would be accomplished. While cruising off 
the harbour the Shannon captured several 
vessels, but destroyed them all that he might 
not weaken his crew. James states that " he 
sacrificed twenty-five sail of prizes to keep 
the Shannon in a state to meet one or the 
other of the American frigates." Our note* 
will show the comparative force of the two 
frigates. Captain Broke, on the 1st June, 
having received as yet no answer to the ver- 



*0n her main deck, the Shannon was armed 
the Bamo as every other Britiifli frijxate of her 
class, and her established guns on the quarter-deck 
and forecastle were 16 carronados, }i2-pounderi, 
and four long 9-pounder8, total 48 guns. But Cap- 
tain Broke had since mounted a 12-pounder 
boat carronade through a port purpoi^cly made on 
the starl>oard side of thequarU.'r-dcck, and a brass 
long 6-poundor, used genernllj as an exercise gun, 
through a siniilur port on the larboard side ; be- 
sides which there were two 12-pounder carronades, 
mounted as standing stern-cliRscrs through the 
quarter-deck steru-ports. For these last four guni, 
one 82-poundcr carronade wouhl have been more 
than an equivalent. However, as a 6-pounder 
counts as well as a *V2-pounder, the Shannon cei^ 
tainlj mounted 52 carriage-guns. The ship bad 
also, to be in that respect upon a par with the 
American frigates, one swivel in the fore, and 
another in the main top. 

The annament of the Chesapeake, we have al- 
ready on more than one occasion described : she 
had at this time, as afterwards found on board of 
her, 28 long IS-poundcrs on the main dock, and 
SO carronades, 82-pounder8, and one long shifting 
18-pounder, oa tlie quarter-deck and forecastle^ 
total 49 guns; exclusively of a 12-pounder boat^ 
carronade, belonging to which there was a very 
simple and well-contrived elevating carriage for 
firing at the tops, but it is doubtful if the gun was 
used. Five guns, four S2-poundor carronades 
and one long 18-pounder, had, it was vmderstood, 
been landed at Baston. Some have alleged, that 
this was done by Captain Lawrence, that ho might 
not have a numerical superiority over his antago- 
nists of the British S8-gun class : others say, and 
we incline to be of that opinion, that the reduction 
was ordered by the American government, to eaae 
the ship, whose hull had already begun to hog, or 
to arch in the centre.** 
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W challengeB which he hud Bent in, des- 
patched by t, Ckptain Slocura the (blloiring 
letter to Ciptain L&nrence, late captain of 
the Hornet, and now commanding the Chesa- 

" Ab the Chesapeake appears now ready for 
■ea, I request you will do me the favour lo 
, meet the Shannon with her, ship to ship, to 
try the fortune of our rcspccliTC Hags." (Hero 
follows the description of the Shannon's force.) 
" I entreat you, sir, not to ininginc that I am 
urged by mere personal vanity to the wish of 
my meeting the Cliosii]icake, or tliat 1 depend 
only upon yoia personal ambition for your 
acceding to this invitation. We have both 
nobler motives. You will feet it as a compli- 
ment if I say that the result of our meeting 
may be the most grateful service I can render j 
to my country ; and I doubt not that you, 
equally confident of success, will feel 



a British frigate." The Shannon now haOled 
up and lay to. At half-past five the Ohcoft- 
peaks steered straight for the Shannon's star- 
board quarter, vrith a large whit« flag at th« 
fore, on which was inscribed, as if to paralyae 
the efibrts of the Shannon's sailors, the word< 
" Sailors rights and free trade." 

At ten minutes to six the Shannon firsd tli« 
first gun, and between the period of its dis- 
charge and Captain Broke's boarding eleveB 
minutes elapsed. In Jour minutes more th« 
Chesapeake's flag was hauled down, and the 
vessel was completely hia. Below* will bt 



'The foUoviDg istlie damnge and loss of mea 

austauicd by the respocCLTa combatants. Fir* 

nliolspiisscJ cUraii!;h tbe Shannon ; one, an1y,belo* 

le umia duck. Of several round shot thai Btrock 

er, tbe greater psrt lodged iu the side, ranged id 

lino just above the copper. A bir-ebot entered 

Tinced that it is only by repeated IriLimphs in ? ""'" '';"'" the waWr-mark, leaving a foot or IB 

■' ' ' ' _^nehosof one end slicking out. Cntd her abot 



in eomlaU that your little n 



console your counlrj-, for Ihe lois of that 
trade it can no longer protect. Favour mc 
with a speedy reply. We are short of pro- 
Tisions and water, and cannot slay long here." 
This letter did not reach Captain Lawrence 
in time to inSuencc his proceedings, as it Ap- 
pears that he had already received permission 
from Commodore Bainbridgc to capture or 
drive away a British ship Ihat had repeatedly 
lain to off the port, and, in view of all the citi 
sens, had used every endeavor to provoke the 
Chesapeake to come out and engage her. 
CapUin Broke's anxiety as to the reply to his 
challenge induced him to mount the rigging 
himself and while at the mast-head he per- 
ceived that, ere CspL Slocum's boat reached 
tbe shore, the American frigate was under 
way, attended by numerous sailing plea 
boats, and a large (schooner) gun-boat, 
Commodores Buinbridge and Hull, besides 
Bovcral Other American nava! officers, 
board. The Chesapeake got under weigh at 
half-past twelve, and at one rounded the ligb 
bouse under all sail. The Shannon now filled 
and stood away from the land. At twenty 
minutes to four the Chesapeake hauled up and 
fired a gun, as James has it, "eilhcr in defi- 
ance, or perhaps to induce the Shannon to 
Stop, BO as to afford the gun-boat and pleasure 
seeking spectators the gratiflcation of witness- 
ing how speedily an American could ' whip ' 



hope tef holes vere stepped, the Shannon made a good 



deal of water upon the larboard lack; , ,_ 
the other, not more thou usual. Her fore and 
main niiists vers slightly injured by shot ; and her 
bonspril (previoualT sprung) ind miienmait werf 
badly wounded. No other Bpar nu duaaged. 
Her shrouds on the starboard side were cut almost 
to pieces ; but, from her perfect state aloft, Ui* 
'shannon, at a moderate distance, appeared to hav* 
suffered very Utile in the aolioa. 

Out of a crew, including eight recaptured sea- 
men and 22 Irish labourers two dsys only in tha 
ship, otSOfl men and 21 boys, the Shannon lost, 
besides her Erst Lieutenant, liar purser (George 
Aldhaoi), CHplaiii's clerk (John Dunn), 1 3 seamen, 
four marines, three aupemumoraries, and one tioj 
killed, her Captain (severely), boatswain (William 
Slevens,morlslly),ouemidsbipman (John bom vdl, 
mortally), and SS seamen, miriDes, and supemu- 
merurios wounded ; total, 24 killed aad 69 woun- 
ded. 

Out of a crew of at least 381 mea and five boy* 
or lads, the Chesapeake, as acknowledged by her 
survlvin;; commanding officer, lost her fourth Uen- 
tenaut (Edward I. Ballard), muter (William A. 
While), one Lieutenant of marines (Jiraes Broom), 
three midshipmen, and 41 petty officers, seamen. 
and luarines killed, her gallant commander ana 
fi ml Lieutenant (both mortsIlT), her second and 
third LiouteiiBQta (tleorge Budd anJ William L. 
Cui), acting chspliiin (Samuel, Liiermore), Gve 
roidshipmen, her boatswain (mortally), and 9i 
petty officers, seamen, and marines wounded; 
total 47 killed and 99 wouuded, 14 of the latter 
mortally. This is according to the American ofB- 
clnl account ; but, it must be added, that the total 
that reported themselves, itieludtng several slight- 
ly wounded, to the Shannon's surgeori, three dajt 
(dter the action, were HE; and the Ghesipr^ke's 
surgeon wrote from HBlifaic, thsthe estimated tht 
whole number of killed and wooaded, at fi^ia 
ItOtollQ. 
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Irand the Enf^iah acconnt and the American 
despatch, but a glance at the comparative 
fi»rce of the combatants will show that the 
luperioritj of force, though but trifling, was 
itOi on the side of the Chesapeake : — 

SHANNON. CHESAPEAKE. 

Broadside guns, 25 25 

Weight of metal, lbs. 538 590 

Number of crew, 806 376 

Tonnage, 1066 1135 

The capture of this Ycssel made public some 
of the extraordinarj means of attack and de- 



fence adopted bj the Americans in their naral 
engagements with the British. Among the 
Ghesapeake*s round and grape (Vide James, 
page 206) were found double-headed shot in 
abundance ; also bars of wrought iron, about 
a foot long, connected by links and folded to- 
gether, so as, when discharged, to form an ex- 
tended length of BIZ feet Other bars, of 
twice the length, and in number from three 
to six, were connected at the end by a ring ; 
these, as they flew from the gun, expanded 
at four points. The object of tills novel artil- 



paired to the spar deck, probably have prevented 
Che enemy from boarding, certainly have repelled 



Of the Cbesapeake^a guns we have already given 
a fall account : it only remains to point out, that 

the ship had three spare ports of a side on the j them, and might have returned the boarding with 
forecastle, through which to fight her shifting . success ; and the fiiilure of the boarders on both 
long 18-pounder and 12-pounder boat-carronade. ' decks, to rally on the spar deck, after the enemy 
The fonner is admitted to have been used in that | had boarded, which might have been done success- 
way; but, as there is some doubt whether the , fully, it is believed, from the cautious manner in 
earronade was used, we shall reject it from the ,' which the enemy came on board.** 



broadside force. This leaves 26 guns, precisely 
the number mounted by the Shannon on her 
broadside. The accuracy of Captain Brokers state- 



It was certainly very " cautious** in Captain 
Broke, to lead 20 men on board an enemy*s ship, 
supposed to be manned with a complement of 400 ; 



ment of his ship's force is, indeed, worthy of re- : and which, at the very moment, had at least 270 
mark : he even slightly overrated it, because he ' men without a wound about them. The court <^ 
represented all of his guns of a side on the upper j inquiry makes, also, a fine story of the firing down 
deck, except the boat-gun, as 32-pounder carron- t)ie hatchway. Not a word is there of the **nuig- 



ades, when the number were long nines. 
As a matter of course, a court of uiquiry was 



nanimous conquered foe** having fired from below, 
in the first instance, and killed a British marine. 



held, to investigate the circumstances under which Captain Broke will long have cause to remember 



the Chesapeake had been captured. Commodore 
Bainbridge was the president of the court ; and 
the following is the first article of the very 
*' lengthy" report publidhcd on the subject: "The 
court are unanimously of opinion, that the Chesa- 
peake was gallantly carried into action by her late 
brave commander; and no doubt rests with the 
court, from comparison of the injury respectively 



the treatment he experienced from this " magnani- 
mous conquered foe.** So far, indeed, from the 
conduct of the British being '* a most unwarrant- 
able abuse of power after success,** Lieutenant 
Cox of the Chesapeake, in the hearing of several 
English gcntlonicn, subsequently admitted, that 
he owed his life to tlie forbearance of one of the 
Shannon*s marines. When the American officers 



Bastainod by the frigates, that the fire of the Ches- arrived on board the Shannon, and some of them 
apeake was much superior to that of the Shannon. I were finding; out reasons for being ** taken so 
The Shannon, being much cut in her spars and ■ unaccountably," their first lieutenant^ Mr. Ludlow, 
rigging, and receiving many shot in and below the candidly acknowledged, that the Shannon had 
water line, was reduced almost to a sinking con- beaten them heartily and fairly. 
dition, afler only a few minutes cannonading from | Sir — ^The unfortunate death of Captain James 
the Chesapeake ; whilst the Chesapeake was com- j Lawrence and Lieutenant C Ludlow, has render- 
parativcly uninjured. And the court have no | cd it my duty to inform you of the capture of tha 
doubt, if the Chesapeake had not accidentally | late U. States frigate Chesapeake, 
fallen on board the Shannon, and the Shannon's On Tuesday, June 1, at 8 a. y. we unmoored 
anchor got foul in the after quarter-port of the ' ship and at meridian got under way from Presl- 
Chesapeake, the Shannon must have very soon dent*s Roads, with a light wind from thesouthward 
farrendered or sunk.** Some very singular ad 



missions of misconduct in the officers and crew 
follow ; and then the report proceeds as follows : 



and westward, and procccdeil on a cruise. A 
ship was then in sight in the offing which hadtba 
appearance of a ship of war, and which, from in* 



" From this view of the engagement and a careful 1 formation received from pilot boats and craft, we 
examination of the evidence, the court are unan- 1 believed to be the British frigate Shannon. We 
imously of opinion, that the capture of the late ! made sail in chase and cleared ship for action. At 
United States* frigate Chesapeake was occasioned, ! half past four p.m. she hove to, with her head to 
by the followmg causes : the almost unexampled | the southward and eastward. At 5 p. m. took in 
early fall of Captain Lawrence, and all the prin- . the royals and top-gallant-suls and at half past 
dpiJ officers ; the bugleman*8 desertion of his ; 
qnarters, and inability to sound his horn ; for the 
court are ofopinion, if the horn had been sounded 



when first ordered, the men being then at their 
quarters, the boarders woold have promptly re- 



five hauled the courses up. About 15 minutes 
before 6 p. m. the action commenced within pistol 
shot. The first broadside did great execution on 
both sides, damaged our rigging, killed amons 
others Mr. White, the sailing mtster, and wonnded 
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lery was to dismantle the shrouds. The can- 
nister shot, whtn opened, were found to con- 
tain in the centre angular and jagged pieces of 
iron and copper, broken bolts and nails. The 
moskct cartridg is, as we noticed before, each 
contained three buck shot, and rifle barreled 
pieces were amongst the small arms. Formi- 
dable preparations these ! 



Bemarks on the ac- 
tkxi. 



The four victories gained by the Americans 

had exalted the national 
vanity to such a pitch 
that the disagreeable task of recording a de- 
feat was somewhat puzzling to the caterers to 
public taste. It would not at all answer 
to "tell the story as it happened," con.^e- 
qaently the various reasons assigned for the 
Chesapcukc*s mishap are not a little amusing. 
One officer says, t " had there been an officer 
on the quarter deck with twenty men the re- 
sult of the action must have been difTorent" 
Another, " it was with difficulty the Shannon 
was kept afloat the night after the action, 



greatly the odds in gans and men.** The 
American purser declares that the Chesapeake 
" had the advantage, and that had Gapt Law- 
rence lived the Shannon must have been outs." 
Even Commander Bainbridge found in this 
engagement " the best evidence of the supe- 
riority of American over British frigates and 
demonstrated, much to his own satisfaction, 
doubtless from its resuU, that Americans must 
always conquer when they had an equal 
chance.*' We presume the Commodore 
alludes to the equal force and tonnage of the 
Gueri^re, Macedonian and Java. The Com* 
modorewas decidedly of opinion that "it is 
surely an evidence of our decided superiority 
that an American thirty-six gun frigate, five 
hours out of port, with an undisciplined crevf, 
(we have merely the Commodore*s ipse dixit 
for this assumption,) should put an English 
thirty-eight gun frigate, the host of her kind, 
in a sinking state in fjteen mhvuttsP The 
Commodore winds up with the declaration 
that the British victory " was certainly to be 



the Chci^ipejike on the contrary, received placed to the amount of good fortune on their 
scarcely any damage from the shot of his oppo- side." These statements will suffice to shew 



nent The English officers do not hesitate to 



the nature of the information supplied to th© 



say, they could not have withstood the fire of American public and how sedulously careful 
the Chesapeake ten minutes longer." In one the journals and naval officers were not to 
place the public were informed that " the awaken them from the dream of fancied invin- 



Chesapeake was greatly the inferior of her 
enemy in every respect, save the valor of her 



cibility. The atrocious calumnies invented 
and circulated throughout the Union, in refer- 



officers." In another, that " the officers and ; ence to the treatment of prisoners arc not 
crew were strangers to each other, while the ' worth the confuting, and do credit to Ameri- 
Sbannon hud a picked crew and was a mucu 1 can ideality. One startling fact must not be 
BTRONCEK vesscl than the Chesapeake, and had 



Captain Lawrence. In about 1 2 minute3 after the 
comtnenconiciit of the action, we fell on board of 
the enemy, ftn«l immediiitely after one of our arm- 
chests on the qnarter-dcck wjia blown up by a 
hand grenade thrown from the encmy^s ship. In 
a few minutes one of the captain's aids came on 
the gun <lo^k to inform me that the boarders were 
called. I immediately called the boarders away 
and proceeded to the spar deck, where I found 
that tlie enemy had succeeded in boarding us 
and had g;iincd possession of our quarter deck. 
I immediately gave orders to haul on board the 
fore tack, for the purpose of shooting the ship 
clear of the other, and then made an attempt to 
regain the quarter deck, I again made an effort to 
collect the boarders, but in the mean time the 
enemy had pjained complete possession of the ship. 
On my being carried down to the cock-pit, I 
there found Captain Lawrence and Lieutenant 
Ludlow both morttilly wounded ; the former had 
been carried below previously to the ship^s being 
fNiles AVcekly Register, page S74 



boarded ; the latter was wounded in attemptinr 
to repel the boarders. Among those who fell 
early in the action was Mr. Edward J. Ballard, 
the 4th Lieutenant, and Lieutenant James Broom 
of marines. 

I herein enclose to you a return of the killed 
and wounded, by which you will perceive that 
every officer, upon whom the charge of the ship 
would devolve, was either killed or wounded 
previously to her capture. The enemy report 
the loss of Hr. Watt, their first Lieutenant; the 
puiser ; the captain's clerk, and 23 seamen killed ; 
and Captain Broke, a midshipman, and 56 seamen 
wounded. 

The Shannon had, in addition to her full com- 
piemen t, an officer and IC men belonging to the 
Belle Poulc, and a part of the crew belonging to 
the Tenedos. 

I have the honour to be, with very great res- 
pect, &c. 

Gioaos BuDD. 
The Hon. William Jonei, 

Secretary of the Navy, Waihhigton. 
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omitted, bofore domng the accoant, the 
CBBW of the Chesapeake, Proh pudor ! con- 
aisted, wlthhi about a twelflb part of Nativb 
AxBRiCASS. Thus was the spell, cast by the 
incapacity of the Admiralty, over the British 
Navy, broken, and a salutary lesson taught to 
Americans, that they were not yet equal, 
much less superior, to British seamen. 



to be too small, and general complaints were 
made when it was found necessary to apply 
them, in consequence of an apparent inclina* 
tion of the prisoners to mutiny. The best 
reply to the assertion that the Shannon was in 
a sinking state is the statement that she arriyed 
at Halifax with her prize early on the 6th. 



One of the most favorite causes assigned for 

'Want of ditidpline the loss of the Chesapeake 
on board the Cuaift- ., , . 

poako. ^'AS the rawness and want 

of discipline of the crew. A few facts con- 
nected with the manning of American ships 
in general, and of this vessel in particular, 
will serve to clear up this point. In order to 
fill up deficiencies, houses of rendezvous were 
opened, and as soon as a man declared himself 
a candidate, he received a dollar, and accom- 
panied an officer to the ship. There he was 
examined as to his knowledge of seamanship, 
age, muscular strength, &c. by a board of offi- 
cers, consisting of the surgeon, master, and 
others. If approved, the man signed the 
articles, and remained where he was; if rejected 
he returned to shore with a dollar in his pocket 
So fiistidious were the committees of inspection, 
that out of five boats loaded with men that 
would go off during the day, three would come 
back not eligible. The features of the engage- 
ments, we have already narrated, would have 
borne a very different aspect, could British 
ships have been manned in a similar manner. 
In reference to the crew of the Chesapeake in 
particular, we find in a letter from the secre- 
tary at war to Captain Evans (the former 
commander) instructions to complete the 
Chesapeake's armament,enumerating the class- 
es at four hundred and forty-three. We also 
ascertain that the Chesapeake was re-manned 
in April, 1818, and that the greater part of the 
crew re-entered. In addition to this, several 
of the Chesapeake's petty officers, after their 
arrival at Melville prison, confessed that thirty 
or forty hands, principally firom the Constitu- 
tion, came on board, whose names, in the 
hurry and confusion, were not entered in the 
Purser's books. As a proof of the stoutness 
of the crew, it may be mentioned that the 
pmcheon of handcuffs, j?rook20iybr the Shomr 
wnC$ ereWf and found on the half-deck, with 
tlM head ready knocked oat| whea put on the 
wrists of tiM Ohssapsako's croWi weit fimnd 



At the beginning of the war, Ontario was 

diSf wiS!'''^''"^*" ^^^ ^»'y ^^^0 ^° w^>ch 
floated a British armed vessel The small fleet 
consisted of the Royal George, a ship of three 
hundred and fifty tons, mounting twenty guns, 
a brig of fourteen guns, and two or three 
smaller armed vessels, all under the command 
of Commodore Earle. We have already had 
occasion to touch on thisOfficer'sincompetency 
or, as James terms it, ** dastardly behaviour,** 
we therefore allude to the failure in the plan 
for the destruction of the Oneida, merely to 
remark on James's sneer at Earle as ** a Cana- 
dian, we will not call him a British Com- 
mander," as very uncalled for. We readily 
grant Earle's incompetency or want of courage^ 
but we deny that this arose from his being a 
Canadian. General Brock was a Guernsey 
man yet he was generally considered an abler 
general than his chiof^ who was not a Colonist 
We enter a protest against any similar imper- 
tinence on the part of any historian. Canada 
is in feeling an integral part of Britain, 
and the loyalty and bravery of the Canadian 
Militia throughout the war, entitle them to be 
classed as equal to any British subject, in every 
attribute of a man. 



The American force on the lake at the com* 
mencement of the war, was a single brig of 
sixteen guns, and yet from the neglect or 
indifference of the British commanders (Sir 
George Prevost and Commodore EarleX by 
the end of the year, the Americans were ma^ 
ters of the lake and had afloat six fine schooners 
mounting forty-eight guns, besides theMadisoHi 
a fine ship of six hundred tons, pierced for 
twenty-four guns. In the meantime, the 
British were building two vessels, one at York, 
an unprotected port at one side of the lake, 
the other at Kingston, on the opposite shore. 

The American Government had the good 
sense to despatch a competent person, with 
l)etween four and five hundred prime sailoni 
from the seaboard, to assume the direction of 
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their naval affairs. This force was diYided 
amongst the vessels, and, of course, assisted 
most materially in teaching the more undis- 
ciplined part of the crews their duty, and the 
Commodore was soon enabled to chase every 
British vessel into port, and thus become 
master of Lake Ontario. Between October 
1812 and April 1813, Commodore Ghauncey 
directed his attention and energies to prepare 
a fleet to co-operate with General Dearborn, 
in the combined attack we have already men- 
tioned as in preparation, and by the 25th April, 
with a fleet of ten vessels, he announced his 
readiness for action. We will, however, leave 
him for the present, prepared for sea, and 
return to Colonel Proctor, whom we left in 
the west, watching General Harrison's move- 
ments. 

After a brief glance at the operations 
in this quarter, we will proceed to take up in 
order the attack on York, that on Niagara, 
and follow, also, the fate of Sir George Pre- 
T08t*B expedition against Sackett's harbour. 
By this arrangement the reader will have 
placed before him, nearly in order of date, the 
various movements, military and naval, of the 
first «x months of 1813, and will be enabled 
to judge of the formidable difficulties against 
which the British commander had to contend. 

After Gen. Winchester's defeat, and when 

Expedition to the sufficient time had been 
Miami, and attack on afforded to General Ilar- 
the American defcnoos. . 1.1 i_* x 

nson to enable him to 

recover from his panic, he directed his atten- 
tion to the construction of works, to serve as 
a sort of point cTappui, Gen. Proctor, anxious 
Co frustrate his intentions, and desirdUs of 
striking a decisive blow in this quarter, pre- 
pared for an expedition to accomplish these 
dengna. 

He embarked, therefore, on the 23rd April, 
at Amherstburg,with five hundred and twenty 
regulars, four hundred and sixty militia, and 
about fifteen hundred Indians, accompanied 
by two gun-boats and some artillery. The 
season was wet, and, as is usually the case at 
this period, the heavy roads presented very 
formidable obstacles to the transportation of 
heavy artillery. By the first of May, however, 
his preparations were concluded, and a heavy 
fire was opened on the enemy's works. As 
to thi tfiect of this fire there is a great discre- 



pance in the various accounts. James, in de- 
scribing it, relates : '* No effect was produced, 
beyond killing one, and wounding seven of 
General Harrison's men.** Major Richardson, 
who was present, says : " It was impossible 
to have artillery better served ; every ball that 
was fired sunk into the roof of the magazine, 
scattering the earth to a considerable distance, 
and burying many of the workmen in its bed, 
from whence we could distinctly perceive the 
survivors dragging forth the bodies of their 
slaughtered comrades.** 

Whatever the precise amount of loss ex- 
perienced by the Americans, at all events 
General Harrison was desirous of ending it, 
and of dislodging a troublesome enemy, whose 
presence interfered most materially with his 
plans. He was the more inclined to this step 
as a reinforcement of twelve hundred Ken- 
tuckians under General Clay had just arrived. 
This body was ordered by Gen. Harrison to 
attack the British redoubts on one side of the 
river, while he should make a sortie fix>m the 
fort on the other. 

General Harrison's plan was a good one, 
had it been well carried out, and he had 
certainly troops enough to have executed any 
design he might have formed. The OTer- 
whelming force under General Clay easDy 
succeeded in forcing the British line on one 
side, but advancing too far, and (ailing hi 
forming a junction with the sallying party 
under Col Miller, which had by this tune 
carried the battery, they were attacked by 
Gen. Proctor, and nearly all captured or 
killed. Col. Miller's party were then in turn 
attacked by Proctor, and the battery retaken : 
the Americans making good their retreat to 
Fort Meigs. Ingersol observes, " thus another 
reverse was the result of rash confidence and 
discipline,and the inscnsibilityof inexperienced 
troops to the vital importance of implicit 
obedience ; perhaps, too, on this, as on many 
other occasions, to the want of that energetk 
control by a commander, without which even 
discipline and obedience fail." Ingersol's con* 
eluding remark on this affair is too curious to 
be omitted. " HrrnERTO war had been con- 

FINED TO THE SORRT ENDEAVOUR TO DEFEND TBM 
COUNTRY FROM INVASION, WHILE ITS NUKBRIGAL 
AND PHTSICAI. POWER, IF WELL DIBEGTSD, WAS 
ABLE TO HATE MADE ITSELF FELT IK LARGS COB- 

Qunrrs or bxtissxtb lesiisM nmnnpOHi* 
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Thflre is something particularly absurd in 
ttb Mntenoe : from the veiy commencement 
«f the war,a series of aggressire demonstrations 
had been made by the Americans. Elizabeth, 
Qneenston, Erie and Amherstburg had been 
■ucccflsiTely the point of attack; the main 
dlgcct of these movements had been the 
occupation of the rich peninsula which 
Ibrma the western portion of Upper Canada, 
Gen. Harrison's present works were in further- 
ance of a combined attack to bo made for the 
•cqoisition of this coveted territory; yet 
forsooth we are told that hitherto with 
Americans the war had been defensive. This 
Tery war, denounced in Congress as an unjust 
attempt to acquire territory which the Union 
neither wanted, nor had the means to 
hold; against the prosecution of which, the 
Eastern States had made so determined a 
stand as to refuse the quota of militia required 
from them. The repeated &ilures of this 
war we now find put forth as the struggle of 
a brave, but undisciplined militia, to repel 
invasion 1 1 

The facts of the war should have prevented 
Ingersol from setting up so very ridiculous 
and untenable a position. 

The defeat of the Americans was very com- 
plete, but Richardson shows that scenes far less 
■atiafactory now occurred. Major R writes, 
'* the victory obtained at the Miami was such 
as to reflect credit on every branch of the 
service ; but the satisfaction arising from the 
eonviction was deeply embittered by an act 
of cruelty, which, as the writer of an impartial 
memoir, it becomes my painful duty to record. 
In the heat of the action a strong corps of the 
enemy, who had thrown down their arms, and 
sorrendered themselves prisoners of war, were 
immediately despatched, under an escort of 
flffy men, for the purpose of being embarked 
in the gun-boats, where it was presumed they 
would be safe from the attacks of the Indians. 
This measure, however, although dictated by 
the purest humanity, and apparently offer- 
ing the most probable means of security, 
proved one of &tal import to several of the 
prisoners. On gaining our encampment, then 
entirely deserted by the troops, they were 
SMsiled by a few cowardly and treacherous 
IndisnSi who had borne no share in the action, 
jil.irtia BOWi gnidsd bjths laTace iostiDGt 



of their nature, forced the British guard, and 
selecting their victims, commenced the work 
of blood. In vain did the harrassed and 
indignant escort attempt to save them from 
the fury of their destroyers ; the phrcnzy of 
these wretches knew no bounds, and an old 
and excellent soldier of the name of Russell| 
of the 41st, was shot through the heart while 
endeavoring to wrest a victim from the grasp 
of his assailant. Forty of these unhappy men 
had already fallen beneath the steel of the 
infuriated party, when Tecumseh, apprised 
of what was doing, rode up at full speed, and 
raising his tomahawk, threatened to destroy 
the first man who resisted his injunction to 
desist. Even on those lawless people, to 
whom the language of coercion had hitherto 
been unknown, the threats and tone of the 
exasperated cbiefiain produced an instanta- 
neous efl*cct, and they retired at once humiliated 
and confounded." 

" Never did Tecumseh shine more truly him- 
self than on this occasion ; and nought of the 
savage could be distinguished save the color 
and the garb. Ever merciful and magnani- 
mous as he was ardent and courageous, the 
voice of the suppliant seldom reached him in 
vain ; and although war was his idol, the ele- 
ment in which he lived, his heart was formed 
to glow with all the nobler and more generous 
impulses of the warrior; nor was his high 
character less esteemed by ourselves than 
reverenced by the various tribes over which, 
in his quality of brother to the Prophet, he in- 
variably presided. In any other country, and 
governing any other men, Tecumseh would 
have been a hf ro ; at the head of this unciv- 
ilized and untractable people he was a savage ; 
but a savage such as Civilization herself might 
not blush to acknowledge for her child. Con- 
stantly opposed to the encroachments of the 
Americans for a series of years previous to 
their rupture with England, he had combated 
their armies on the banks of the Wabash with 
success, and given their leaders proof of a skill 
and judgment in defence of his native soil 
wluch would not have disgraced the earlier 
stages of military science in Europe. General 
Ilarrison himself, a commander with whom be 
had often disputed the palm of victory, with the 
generous candor of the soldier, subsequently 
asoribfd to hin Tiriats ss s msDi and aUlitiat 
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as a warrior, commanding at once the atten* 
tion and admiration of his enemies." 

'* The survivors of this melancholy catas- 
trophe were immediately conveyed on board 
the gun boats moored in the river ; and every 
precaution having been taken to prevent a 
renewal of the scene, the escorting party pro- 
ceeded to the interment of the victims, to 
whom the rites of sepulture were afforded 
even before those of our own men who had 
fallen in the action. Colonel Dudley, second 
in command of General Clay^s division, was 
among the number of the slain." 

Every one must deplore this transaction, 
and regret that proper measures had not been 
adopted to insure protection to the captives ; 
most unhappily, too, it afforded an opportunity 
to American writers to indulge still more freely 
in the strain of bitter invective already so 
common, and they were now enabled to color 
with some shadow of truth, the numerous 
appeals made against the British for acting in 
concert with the Indians. We do not pretend 
to palliate this inhuman massacre ; but still, it 
must be borne in mind that the Indians far 
outnumbered their allies, and that they were 
smarting under the sense of a long series of 
injuries inflicted on them by the Americans. 
They had never experienced mercy at the 
hand of their enemies, the lesson of moderation 
and mercy had never been taught them, and 
at this precise time, a reward had been offered 



by American oflScials for every Indian sealpu 
In place of so unjustiy condemning the British 
as participators and instigators in such cnid 
scenes, Americans should have asked, have 
we not had meted to us the cup of tribulation 
and misery so unsparingly measured out by 
ourselves to our red brethren. 

After the action General Proctor ascertained 

GcnonU Pn«tor do- ^^^ impossibility of re- 
•PTt«>d by the Indians straining the Indiana 

from purmimg their es* 
tablished custom of returning home to secure 
the booty they had acquired. A great part 
of the militia also represented the absolate 
necessity that existed for them to return to 
their homes so as to take advantage of the 
short Canadian season for preparing their 
crops. General Proctor, therefore, found him- 
self compelled to embark his guns and stores^ 
raise the siege of Fort Meigs, and return to 
Amherstburg. We will begin our next chaptv 
with the account of this embarkation to be 
found in General Proctor's letters to Sir 0. 
Prevost 

CoL Proctor^s embarkation return of the 
force, of all ranks and services, including 
Commissariat officers, Jbc., on this ezpeditiooi 
gives five hundred and twenty two regukn^ 
and four hundred and sixty-one mOituu His 
loss of killed, wounded and missing wtm esti- 
mated at one hundred and one. 
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(MIAPTER X. 



Fort Meigs. 



CONTENTS. 

Fort Moii,'s. — Slau^ilitcr of cjipiivc?. — Ii'js«ceiit 
upon Yoik. — Errors of the Coiiimandors. — 
Descent upon Fort ttcorgc. 

IsOERSOT^ in his histniical shotoii, londu's 

biitsiij^htly on thisadUir, 
and ai>p;::irs indeed, to 
introduce it, only for the purpose of depre- 
ciating the regulars and militia, ** Fort Meigs 
was bcseiged by Proctor and Teouinsoh, with 

6EYERAL THOUSAND EnGMSU AND TnDIANS,* 

who, after many days bombardment^ were 
compelled to retire. Indians, even under so 
valiant a leader as Tccumseh, arc of little use 
in besieging a fortified place ; and, without 
theIudians, the English soldieks seldom ter- 

FORMED MUCH." 

General Proctor's modest despatch will 
shew exactly what was effected. 

Upper Canada, Sandwich, May 14th, 1818. 

Sir, — From the circumstances of the war, 
I hare judged it expedient to make a direct 
report to your Excellency of the operations 
and present state in this district 

In the expectation of being able to reach 
the enemy, who had taken post near the foot 
of the Rapids of the Miami, before the rein- 
forcement and supplies could arriye, for which 
he mdj waited to commence active operations 
against us, I determined to attack him without 
delay, and with every means in my power ; 
bat firom the necessary preparations and some 



*We8afff«,iD our lait ofaapter, the cnet munlMr of 



untoward circinnstancos, it was not in my 
j power to w.wh liiiii within three weeks of the 
[ period I had propo>Ld, and at which time he 
I !i»i;zlit have heen criptured or destroyed. 

From the in«'cssani an«i heavy rains we ex- 
I perienoe-.l, and dur:n:^ which our batteries 
j were conslnicted, it was not untiUhc morning 
of the l>t inst., the fiflh day afUr our arrival 
at tho mouth of the river, twelve miles 
from the enemy, that our batteries could be 
openetl 

The en em}', who occupied several acres of 
commanding ground, strongly defended by 
block-houses, and the batteries well furnished 
with ordnance, had, during our approach, so 
completely entrenched and covered himself^ as 
to render unavailing every effort of our artil- 
lery, though well served, and in batteries most 
judiciously placed and constructed, under the 
able direction of Captain Dixon, of the Royal 
Engineers, of whose ability and unwearied 
zeal, shown particularly on this occasion, I 
cannot speak too highly. 

Though the attack has not answered foUy 
the purpose intended, I have the satisfaction 
to inform your Excellency of the fortunate 
result of an attack of the enemy, aided by a 
sally of most of their garrison, made on the 
morning of the 5th inst, by a reinforcement 
which descended the river a considerable dis- 
tance in a very short time, consisting of two 
corps, Dudley *8 and Ross well's, amounting to 
thirteen hundred men, under the command of 
Brigadier-Qeneral Green Cky. The attack 
was yery sudden, on both sides of the river* 



148 



BISTORT OF THE WAR OF 181S. 



The enemy were for « few minutes in posses- 
sion of our batteries, and took some prisoners. 
After a severe contest, though not of long con- 
tinuance, the enemy gave way, and except 
the body of those who sallied from the fort, 
must have been mostly killed or taken. 

In this decisive affair, the officers and men 
of the 41st Regiment, who charged and routed 
the enemy near the batteries, well maintained 
the great reputation of the corps. Where all 
deserve praise, it is difficult to distinguish. 
Capt Muir, an old officer, who has seen much 
aerviee, had the good fortune to be in the im- 
loediatc command of these brave men. Be- 
sides my obligations to Captain Chambers, for 
his unwearied exertions preparatory to, and 
on the expedition, as Deputy- Assistant Quar- 
ter-Mastcr-General, I have to notice his gal- 
lant conduct in attacking the enemy near the 
Vatteries at the point of the bayonet ; a ser- 
Tice in which he was well supported by Lieuts. 
Bullock and Clements of the 4l6t regiment, 
aod Lieut. Lo Breton of the Royal Newfound 
land regiment The courage and activity dis- 
played through the whule scene of action by 

the Indian chiefs and warriors contributed! 

I 

largely to our success. I have not been able 
to ascertain the amount of the prisoners in 
possession of the Indians. I have sent oif, 
according to agreement, near five hundred 
prisoners to the river Huron, near Sandusky. 

I have propased an exchange, which is 
referred to the American Government 

I could not ascertain the amount of the 
enemy's loss in killed, from the extent of the 
scene of action, and mostly in the woods. I 
conceive his loss, in killed and wounded, to 
have been between one thousand and one 
thousand two hundred men. 

These unfortunate people were not volun- 
teers, and complete Kentucky's quota. If 
Che enemy had been permitted to receive his 
reinforcements and supplies undisturbed, I 
should have had at this critical juncture to 
contend with him for Detroit, or perhaps on 
this shore. 

I had not the option of retaining my posi- 
tion on the Miami Half of the militia had 
left us. I received a deputation from the 
chiefs, counselling me to return, as they could 
not prevent their people, as was their custom 
after any battle of consequence, returning to 
Loir Tillages with their wounded, their 



prisoners, and plunder, of which they had 
taken a considerable quantity in the boats of 
the enemy. 

Before the ordnance could be withdrawn 
from the batteries, I was left with Tecumseh, 
and less than twenty chiefs and warriors, a 
circumstance which strongly proves that, 
und^r present circumstances at Uast^ our 
Indian forc4 is not a disposable one, or per- 
manent, though occasionally a most powerful 
aid, I have, however, brought off all the 
ordnance ; and, indeed, have not left any- 
thing behind; part of the ordnance was 
embarked under the fire of the enemy. 

The service on which we were employed 
has been, though short, a very severe one ; 
and too much praise cannot be given to both 
officers and men, for the cheerfulness with 
f\ hich,on every occasion, they met the service. 
To Lieut-Colonel Warburton I feel many 
obligations, for the aid he zealously afforded 
me on every occasion. From my Brigade 
Major, Lieut McLean, I received the same 
zealous assistance as on former occasions. To 
Captain Mocklcr, Royal Newfoundland Rcgt, 
who acted as my Aide-de-Camn, I am much 
indebted for the assistance afforaed me. 

liicutenont Le Breton, of the Newfoundland 
Regiment, assistant engineer, by his unwea- 
ried exertions, rendered essential service, aa 
did Lieutenant Gardiner, of the 41st Regi- 
ment, from his science in artillery. The Royal 
Artillery, in the laborious duties they per- 
formed, displayed their usual unwearied zeal, 
and were well assisted by the Royal New- 
foundland (under Lieutenant Garden) as addi- 
tional gunners. The laborious duties which 
the Marines, under Commodore Hall, were 
called upon to perform, have been most cheer- 
fully met, and the most essential service per- 
formed. 

I have the honor to send an embarkation 
return of the force that served under my cook- 
mand at the Miami, exclusive of the Indians^ 
who may be stated at twelve hundred. 

I also enclose a return of our killed, woon^ 
ed, and prisoners, who have, however, been 
exchanged. 

I have taken upon me to give the rank of 
Major to the six Captains of the line, as militift 
were employed on the same service with them ; 
some of them are old officers; all of them d^ 
•erring ; any mark of your Ezoellenqr*! appM- 
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bfttion of them would be oztremely grateful to 
me. 

T beg leare to mention tbe four Tolnntecrs 

of tbe 41st regiment, Wilkinson, Richardson, 

Laing, and Proctor, as worthy of promotion. 

I have the honor to be, Sx, 

Henry Pkoctor, 

Brig. -Gen. Comg. 

I beg to acknowledge the indefatigable 
exertions of the Commissariat 

(Signed,) Henry Proctor. 

To His Excellency Licut.-Gen. 
Sir G. Prevost, Bart, &c. 

It will be perceived, by his dispatch, that 

General Proctor does 
Sbogfater of optivo. „^j ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^y^ 

importance to the Indian force as Ingcrsol 
would fain make out He and other American 
writers have always made this arm of the 
" allied force " a convenient excuse for any 
mistakes or failures, and we have, accordingly, 
already shewn that to the dread inspired by 
this force was "1 lull's deplorable surrender" 
ascribed, while, in another instance, ** to the 
vfle use made by Proctor, with Elliot's aid, 
of the terror of the savages," all the disasters 
At the River Raisin were attributed. 

The Elliot here spoken of has been frankly 
acknowledged by Thomson, in his sketches of 
the war, to have been " an American by birth, 
a native of Maryland." ** The thrilling tales 
^ cruelty and blo^HJUhe'f^*^ so liberally inter- 
woven into their narratives by most of the 
American chroniclers of these times, exhibit 
80 much of the character of romance, that it 
were idle to attempt the refutation of the 
many and curious fictions ; we may, however, 
remark, en paesant, that whilst we do not 
admit that cruelty was ever practiced, where 
the British could interfere, in the present 
instance the individual most obnoxious to 
censure was acknowledged to have been one 
of themselves. We close this part of our 
subject, by also reminding the readers of 
these " thrilling tales," that in General Win- 
chester's official despatch, (as he wrote it) he 
expressed himself " highly gratified with the 
attention which had been paid to him, his 
officers, and the prisoners generally^ by the 
British." 

A signal proof of American disingenuous- 
ness is to bo found ia the suppressioQ, or I 



rather garbling of this document, and we can 
only account for this proceeding (the expung- 
ing from the despatch of that part of it we 
have just quoted) as ascribing it to the nece^- 
sity which existed, that the war should, at all 
hazards, be rendered popular, and that it was, 
therefore, found expedient to keep alive the 
spirit of animosity which they had by this 
time partially succeeded in arousing, and 
which it had been their aim to establish, by 
circulating talcs calculated to kindle a feeling 
of revenge throughout the length and breadth 
of the Union. It will be accordingly found 
that those tales are the most highly seasoned 
which were produced by the Government 
organs. 

We left Commodore Chauncey with a large 

fleet atSackett'sHarbor, 
Descent u,>on York. ^j^ ^^ co-operate in 

the meditated combined attack on Canada. 
It had been at one time proposed that this 
attack should have been commenced by % 
movement on Kingston, and that the two 
brigades wintering on Lake Champlain, and 
amounting to twenty-five hundred men, should 
be placed in sleighs, and transported under 
the command of General Pike, by the most 
eligible route, and with the greatest possible 
rapidity to Kingston; where (being joined by 
such force as could be brought from Sackett's 
Harbor) they should, by surprise or assault, 
carry that post, destroy the shipping wintering 
there, and subsequently be governed by cir- 
cumstances, in either retaining the position or 
in withdrawing from it This plan was, how- 
ever, abandoned, probably from reports of the 
increased strength of the British, and the one 
detailed in our last chapter, substituted. The 
two letters from General Armstrong, Secretary 
at War, lay open the whole plan of operationSi 
and prove most conclusively how well in- 
formed the American commanders were of 
Sir George Provost's weakness at that time, 
although misled aAerwai ds by the false reports 
which ultimately led to the change in plans. 

{First Letter,) 

February \Oth, 
"I have the President's orders to com- 
municate to you, as expeditiously as possible, 
the outline of campaign which you will im- 
mediately institute and pursue against Upper 
Canada: — 
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1st. 'iOOO troops will be assembled at 
Saclvotl's Harbor. 

2kI 3000 will bo brougbt togctlicr at TiufTalo 
and its vicinitj. 

3(1. The former of these c.»rps will be em- 
barked and transported under conv'iy of the! 
fleet to Kingston, where they will ho landed. 
King.-t(»n, its g;ln•i^on, and the rrii!.-.h sliips^ 
wiiitLiing in tlic huibnr of that p1;\r.c v.ill he' 
its first object. ]\.:^ second ohj.'t't ^^ill ho _ 
York, (the capital of Upper Canadn) the [ 
stor<jS collerted, and the two fn.iate> biiildin;: 
there. Its third object. Forts (Ie>i;^c r.iid Kii<*, 
and their dependencies. In the atlaininent of 
this last there will be a cooi-eratii ii letwoen 
the two corps. The compoAitiun of these will 
bo as fullows : 

1st. nioomflcld's Brigade ] , loO 

2d. Chandler's do 1,014, 

Sd. Piiiladeljdiia detaclmicnt 4U0 , 

4th. Baltimore do. 

6th. Carlisle do. 

6tli. (ireenbush do. 

7th. SaekettV Harbor do 

8th. Several corps at BufTdo under the 
command of Gi-neral Porter, and 
the recruits belonging thereto. . 8,000 



300, 
20U, 
400 I 
2o0 



Total 7,o:io 

The time for executing the enterpri-^e will ' 
be governed by the rpcning of Lake Ontario, 
which usually takes place about the 1>t of 
April. 

The Adjutant-fJcneral has orders to put the 
more southern detachments in man h :is ex- i 
peditiously as possible. Tiie two bri^iadis on 
Lake Champlain you will move so as to give 

them fall time to reach their place (.f d'Stina- 

I 

tion b}' the 25ih of March. The route by • 
Elizabeth will, I think, be the sliortttt and 
best. They will be replaced by seme new 
raised regiments from tiie east. ; 

Vou will put into your moveincr.ts as much 
privacy as may be compatiljle ^\iIh their 
execution. They may be maske<l by reports' 
that Sackctt's Harbor is in danjrer, and that ' 
their principal effort will bo made on the ' 
Niagara, in co-npi.Tatii)n with (Je'ural liar ' 
risen. As the route to Saikett's Uaiborand, 

to Niagara is for a cun-id^ral»le (yistiUiCc the 
Kame, it may be well to intimate, even in 
orders, that the latter is the destination of the 
two biigades now at Lake ChampUiu.*' 



{Second Letter.) 

Febrvarg ^^th, 
"Before I left New York, and, till very 
recently, since my arrival liere, I was informed 
through various channels, that a winter or 
sj»ring attack upon Kingston was not practi- 
cable, on account of the snow whicli generallj 
lies to the depth of two, and sonu limes of 
tlnec feet, over all that northern region during 
those seasons. Hence it is that in the plan 
recently conmumicated, it was thouglit safest 
and be>t to make the attack b^'a combination 
of naval and military means, and to approach 
our oliject, not l>y directly oros>ing the St 
La\\rence on the ice, but by setting out from 
Sac.kett's Harbor, in concert with, and under 
convo}' of the lleet. Later information differs 
from that on which tlds plan was founded; 
and the fortunate issiie of Major Forsytirs last 
expedition shews, that small enterprises, at 
least, may be successfully excecuted at the 
present season. The advices, given in your 
letter of the 11th instant, have a bearing also 
on the same point, and to the same eflVct. If 
the enemy be really weak at Kingston, and 
approachable by land and ice, Pike, (who will 
be a brigadier in a day or two,) may be put 
into motion from Lake Champlain by the 
Chateaugay route, (in sleighs) and, with the 
two brigades, cross the St. Lawrence where 
it n>ay be thought best, destroy the armed 
ships, and seize and hold Kingston, until you 
can join him with the other corps destined for 
the luture objects of the expedition; aud, if 
pressed by Prevost bifore such junction can 
be cllected, he may withdraw himself to 
Saekett's Harbor, or other place of security, 
on our side of the line. This would be much 
the shorter road to the object, and perhaps 
the safi.r one, as the St. Lawrence is now every 
wheie well bridged, and otfers no obstruction 
to either attack or retreat. Such a movement, 
will, no doubt, be soon known to Prevost, and 
cannot but disquiet him. The dilemma it 
pi cents ^\ ill be sei ious. Either he must give 
up his western posts, or, to save them, he 
must cany himself in force, and promptly, to 
Upi^er Canada. In the latter case he will be 
embarrassed for subsistence. Lis convoys of 
provi^ien will be open to our attacks, on a 
line of IK ally one hundred miles, and his 
position at Montreal much weakened. Another 
decided advantage will be, to let us into the 



mSTORT OP THE TVAR OF 1812. 



161 



secret of 1 1 is real strength. If he be able to 
make heavy deUu-hnu'iits to cover, or to 
recover Kiii;;ston, ami to protoot his supplies, 
and after all in-iintain liiinsclf :tt .Vi>iitroal nnrl 
on Lake Chjiiiii»Iiiin, he is stronger tlian I 
imagine. 1, or Ih.in any wt41-authenticated 
reports nuike him to be. 

With roganl to our mMg:i/iiKS, my belief i?:, 
that ue have nothing: to fear ; because, as 
Stated ai)ove, i'revnst's attention must be 
given to the western posts, and to our move- 
ments against them. He will not dare to 
advance soMtiiwMnlly, wliile a heavy eorps is 
operatiii;j; on liis llank, and menaring his line 
of cojiu.iiiMi-.-.iti'»n. l^it ('U the other sup. 
positi'Mj, (hey (lh«* T:i;i^:i7.ine>^) nmy be easily 
sccure«l ; 1st, \>y takiii" (In-iii to Willshorough : 
or, 2d, to IJinlin^rtoM ; <.r, .'M, by a militia call, 
to protiM.t thf.iu wln.re tl.i-y arc. Orders are 
given for th'-.* m.u\]i of th«.' eastern volunteers, 



this number to sixteen hundred, but an Albany 
paper, says James, actually states the number 
at " about five thoijsind." Tlii^ is an evident 
exaggeration, but we think we may safely put 
the numbers down, after comparing the various 
accounts, including the crews of the armed 
vessels, at between two thousand five hun- 
dred and three th.ousand men. 

This force reaehed its <lestinati.)n on the 
27th, and preparations were immediately made 
for landing the troops. York seems at this 
time to have been in an almost <lefenceless 
condition, and a very reprehensible apathj 
appears to have prevailed. James represents 
that "the puns ujion the batteries, being 
without trunnions, were mf>untod uT^'^n wooden 
sticks, with iron boons, an«l, therefore, became 
of very little use. Others of the guns belonged 
to the ship that wa^ building, ar.d lay on the 
ground, partly covered with f.n«»w niul frozen 



excepting Thner's rvgi:uenf, and two com- 1 mud," James also mentions that the accidental 



panics of axe-men, scot to open the route to 
the CiiaiiiliCue. 

Tlic southern detaehment will be much 
stronger than I had suj»posed. That from 
Philadelphia will amount to nearly one thou- 
sand eflective-^." 

Although we are enahltMl from these letters 
to make out what v.as the original plan, we 
arc left without mueh information sts to the 
real reason why it wa-; aban<loned. Even 



circumstance of the Puke of Cdoucester brig 
bein-z; in the port, un<lenroing some repairs, 
enabled the garrison to mount, on temporary 
field works, a few six-pounders. Still the 
defences were of the most insignificant char- 
acter, and we are at a loss to account for the 
undertaking the building of vessels in a place 
so open to, and unprepared for, an attack. 

Their various positions having been taken 
up 1)3' the armed vessels destined to cover the 



Armstiong, although Secretaiy at War, and ' landing, and take part in the attack on 



comme.ntiijg on thi^; particular enterprise at 
considcriible length, is eo:up:iratively silent on 
this [M.jint, we nny, therefore, with some 
degree < f eoiitl lene,»j a-■c^i^e it to General 
Dearborn's aud (,\)nun«»d'Me Chauncev's re- 
prcsenta lions, influeiu'ed doid»tless by private 
infonnatlun gained through their spies. 

Be this matter, however, as it may, on the 
26th Aj!ri\ ISl:"!, Commodore ChaunceyV 
fleet Sidled from Saeket''s Harbor for York, 
having «.)n b.»aid^>'eneral Oearborn, nsGeneral- 
in-chicf, and a eonsi'lerable force. It is not 
easy to j:et at the exact nuud>er of troops 
sent on tliis enterprise, nor to asecrtain the 
matcrl'l of which it'was composed. (.leneral 
Dearborn <l')es not enumerate them, and most 
American histtirians have taken the number 
mcntior ed bv Cliruncev, who savs that " he 
took on board the (ien(»ral and suite, and 
about severiteen hundred men." Tngersol 
reduces, on what authority we arc ignorant, 



the batteries, the debarkation of the troops 
beg'in about eight o'clock in the morning, and 
Forsyth with his rille corps were tlio first 
who attompte<l to make good a lan<ling. 

The spot at which the landing was intended 
to have been made was close to the site of an 
old French fort, and will be found on reference 
to the plan at the head of the chapter ; the boats 
were, however, carried by a strong breeze 
and heavy sea, considerably to leeward of the 
intended point, and nearly half a mile to the 
westward the landing was effecti-d. Arm- 
strong says this spot was "thickly covered 
with brushwood, and already occui»ied by 
Hriti?sh and Indian marksmen." Ibid tlie spot 
been oc<upied as thus represented, the chances 
are, win n we C(Misider with what diiliculty 
I hey ovt rcame a mere handful of men, that 
the Americans would never have landed oa 
that <lay ; in reality it was occupied by Major 
Givens, with about Gvc-and-tTcnty Indians, 
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and ft company (about sixty) of Glengarry 
Fencibles. Armstrong adds ; ** in the contest 
that followed, Forsyth lost some men, but no 
credit ** We grant the former, as the defence 
made by the handful of men, then on the ground, 
was 80 determined that Forsyth would have 
found it difficult to effect a landing had he not 
been speedily reinforced by Major King and 
a battalion of infantry. The landing of the 
main body under General Pike now enabled 
the enemy to advance more boldly, and to 
drive back the British, (whoso numbers had 
been in the meantime increased by the arrival 
of some two hundred and twenty militia, and 
tSty of the Newfoundland regiment,) from one 
position to another. The stand made at some 
of these positions was very gallant, as two 
eompanies of the 8lh regiment (about two 
hundred strong) had now joined. James 
says, *^ the whole of the American troops, at 
this time on shore, amounted, by their own 
accounts, to upwards of one thousand. These 
were met by two hundred and ten men of the 
8tli, and Newfoundland, regiments, and about 
two hundred and twenty militia, who made a 
formidable charge upon the American column, 
and partially compelled it to retire.** Rein- 
forced, however, by the fresh troops that 
were continually being landed, the Americans 
rallied and compelled the British to retire, 
partially covered in their retreat by the 
batteries which, insignificant as they were, 
had still done good service, by partially occu- 
pying the attention of the enemy's vessels, 
which had by this time, from their light 
draught of water, approached within gun-shot. 
The companies of the 8th regiment suiTercd 
materially from their ignorance of the roads, 
the grenadiers being nearly annihilated, and 
this was the more to be regretted, as their 
gallantry was without any beneficial results, 
the main landing having been effected before 
their arrival. General SheafTu appears to have 
laid his plans very badly ; by early dawn the 
alarm of the enemies* approach was given : 
yet so confused does every movement appear 
to have been, that we find only a few Indians 
and a handful of militia on the spot to oppose 
a landing, while the two companies of the 8th 
were led to find their way through woods 
and cover without proper direction or guides. 
We find, in addition, Adjutant Gon.Shaw, with 
abody of men and abrass slx-pounder,taking up 



a position on the line of Dundas street, when 
he remained, taking no part in the action. 
We do not blame Adjutant Gen. Shaw for 
this, as we presume he had his orders, but 
we question the judgment which placed him 
in such a position, as it was not probable thai 
the Americans would advance by that route, 
leaving in the rear, a force which,^8maU as it 
was, had kept them in check for six hours. 
On the retreat of the British, a movement 
effected through the woods, the Americani 
advanced and carried, without much resist- 
ance, the first defence: advancing towards 
the second, and observing the fire cease sud- 
denly. Pike concluded, and not unreasonably, 
that it was for the purpose of making 
proposals for a surrender, and unfortunately 
halted his troops while yet at a distance of 
two hundred yards from the main battery. 
We say, unfortunately, as, had they advanced, 
the major part of them must have perished in 
the explosion which took place on the firing 
of the magazine, which had been just 
blown up by Sergeant Marshall to prevent the 
enemy gaining possession of a large quantity 
of powder deposited there. Ingersol stylea 
the blowing up of the magazine ** a vile strat- 
agem ;** and Thomson accuses General Sheaflb 
of treacherously ordering the train to bo laid, 
and of artfully placing several cart loads of 
stones to increase the effect This is quite in- 
correct, as we do not think Shenffe clever 
enough to have suggested such a plan ; besides, 
Marshall distinctly s'ated that had he known 
General Sheaffe wished it, or had it occurred 
to himself, he could easily have blown up the 
enemy by giving ten minutes more port fire. 
Had ho done so, the destruction of the whole 
column would have been the natural conse- 
quence. A vast amount of nonsense, relative 
to this affair, has been penned by American 
historians, who do not seem to reflect that 
this was an invading force, and that the mine 
has always been a legitimate mode either of 
attack or defence. In the present instance, 
the only object in blowing up the magazine 
was to prevent General Pike getting posses- 
sion of the powder ; it was, therefore, blown up, 
and very clumsily too, it was done, as several 
of the British troops were killed or wounded 
by the explosion. We heartily agreo with 
James, *^ that even had the whole column 
been destroyed, the Americans would but 
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haTe met their deserts ;** and if disposed to 
commiserate the poor soldiers, at least, we wish, 
with him, ** that their places had been filled 
bj the American President, and the ninety- 
eight members of the Legislature who voted 
for the war.** The explosion, partial as were 
its effects, killed and wounded more than two 
hundred Americans, spreading its mischief far 
and wide, and creating in the remainder much 
temporary alarm and confusion. The stones 
and rubbish were thrown as far as the decks 
of the vessels near the shore, and, according 
to Ingersol, " the water shocked as with an 
earthquake.*' 

General Pike was literally Ftoned to death, 
his breast and sides were crushed, and he lin- 
gered in great agony till he expired. Gen. 
Pike was a native of Now Jersey, and is reprc- 
■ented to have been a gallant and thorough- 
bred soldier, and one of the best commanders 
the Americans had. Ilis death was a glorious 
one. Through motives of humanity he halted 
to prevent unnecessary effusion of blood, and 
paltry as was the victory gained with such over- 
whelming odds, still he had the satisfaction of 
knowing that he had gained a victory, such as 
it was. Thompson and Ingersol are very elo- 
qaent on his death ; " carried on board the 
Commodore*s ship. General Pike was laid on 
a mattress, and asking f ^r the British captured 
flag to be laid mider his head, in a few hours 
he nobly breathed his last upon it, without a 
■gh." 

All honor we are ready to pay to the brave 
man who dies a sacrifice for his country, but 
considering the immense superiority of num- 
bers, by which, afler a long and desperate 
■truggle, the feat of supplanting the flag was 
achieved, the ofBciousness of the American 
historians has conferred more of ridicule than 
of honor upon the last moments of their hero. 

General Sheaffe was careful to avail himself 
of the temporary panic into which the enemy 
had been thrown, and collecting what regular 
force he could, and leaving to their own resour- 
ces the civil authorities and embodied militia, 
he made a hasty retreat in the direction of 
Kingston, destroying, as he passed along, two 
ahips on the stocks, and a magazine of military 
and naval stores in the harbour. The defence 
of the town being no longer practicable, a 
sonrender necessarily followed, by which it 
stipulated, that the militia and others at- 



tached to the British military and naval servicCi 
who had heen captured^ should be paroled ; thai 
private property of every kind should be res- 
pected, and that all public stores should be 
given up to the captors. We have italicised 
the words " who had been captured,** as the 
Americans got possession of the militia rolls 
and included amongst the list of prisoners on 
parole, many who had never laid down theur 
arms, and whom it was never contemplated to 
include in the list We give Sheaffc*s dis- 
patch, with his list of killed and wounded : 

Kingston, May 6th, 1818. 

Sir, — I did myself the honor of writing to your 
Excellency, on my route from York, to comma- 
uicate the aiortifying intelligence tlmt the enemy 
had obtained possession of that place on the 27th 
of April. I shall now give your Excellency a 
further detail of that event. 

In the evening of the 26tli, information was 
received that many vessels had been seen to the 
eastward. Very early the next morning, they 
were discovered Ijing-to, not far from the har- 
bor; after some time had elapse J, they made 
sail, and to the number of sixteen, of various de- 
scriptions, anchored off the shore, some distance 
to the westward. BoaU full of troops were im- 
mediately seen assembling near the commodore's 
ship, under cover of whose fire, and that of other 
vessels, and aided by the wind, they soon effected 
a landing, in spite of a spirited opposition from 
Major Givens and obout forty Indians. A com- 
pany of Glengarry lightinfantry,whieh had been or- 
dered to support them, had, by some mistake (not 
in the smallest degree imputable to its comman- 
der,) been led in another direction, and came late 
into action. The other troop.>i, cunA>lstiiig of two 
companies of the 8th (or King*s regiment), and 
about a company of the royal Newfoundland re- 
giment, with some militia, encountered the enemy 
in a thick wood. Captain M'Neal, of the King's 
regiment, was killed, while gallantly leading bis 
company, which suffered severely. The troops 
at length fell back ; they rallied several times, 
but could not maintain the contest against the 
greatly superior and increasing numbers of the 
enemy. They retired under cover of our hatter* 
ics, which were engaged with some of the enemy's 
vessels that had moved nigher to the harbour. 
By some unfortunate accident the magazine al 
the western battery blew up, and killed and 
wounded a considerable number of men, and 
crippled the battery. It became too evident that 
our numbers and oieans of defence were inade- 
quAte to the task of maintaining possession of 
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York !i«r:iiust tlio v:«.'ttfu;iCMio:ity of force brou;;ht 
against it. Tlio in/0|»g wore withdrawn towa^^]^ 
the tovn, nn«l «« n- iiii;j!ly onkTcd to retreat on 
the ro:»il to I\in;:-t^?n ; tlie powder mijrazinc was 
blown lip, nn*! th«* iww whip and naval store? de- 
stroyed. T/<M'.*e!i;int-C'iIourl Chewett and M:i»or 
Allen of the niilitlM, residents in the town, were 
inBtruetod to tie-it witli the American ooinnmnd- 
ers for ternir» ; a f-'atement of those r^hmmI on 
with MMJor-^ienend Pi^uhoin and Coninioilore 
Ghauiicev, U transniittedto vourExcellenev, with 
rctur.is of tlie killeii and wounded, &c. Tlio ac- 
counts of the nunil)t.*r of the enemy vary from 
eighteen hu.i'lroJ ami ninety to three tljousand. 
We had ahiMit &ni hundred, inelnding niiliiia and 
dock-yardinc-n. Tiie quality of the^e troops way 
of fo .Mijiciior a di: eiiplion, and thiir gtjntT.d 
dispt'rltion <o j,'o(»d, ilj;it. U'.der -e^B utif.ivourahlr 
circuni-(:ince.-, I s';uM.!d have frit confident ot 
Bucor.-i, in oj,;t... oftlu? tli-[»:»iity cf r.-mihei -■. \< 
it wu>. i!ie eor.lc.-^t, whiili c«.):nnienced bL'tivviMj 
six and awvon oVlcelv, w«3 maintained foi* neuilv 
eight hour.4. 

When we had ]iroei' vIimI some mile?i from 
York, w«' nn. t the* li;:ht inf mtry of tlie Kin;:'s re- 
mcnt, on it> rout u for Fort Oeorije ; it retin'd with 
lis and covered the retreat, which was eflceted 
without mule ''tat ion from the enemy. 

I have thi» lu>:ior to be, &c., 

1^ II. SiiKAFKE, Major-Ocnrral. 
Ui? Kxcoll^ney .^Ir n -orLr** Prevost, kr. 

Refnrn t)f l:i"]-.', v.. >".•;•!. d, pn.--r>:u-r,'j au 1 jh!--:- 
injr, of t)n» trfMTMv pii;;;i:..«d ut York, u:.d •;■ ♦■i.» 
command of Sir R(<;:'r Hall She.sfTi', nn tin- 
27th ultimo:— 

Ki.i-^ton, May 10th, ISlfi. 
T(»ta] — One r:ipt,ii:i, one scr^eant-mnjor, f'Mjr 
8erj<*ant.<», one tliuMrn.-r, fifly-two rank and filt.*, 
three iinnnen"*, killed : (jne ensi;:n, two serjcanfs, 
one drummer, tliir^y rank an«l tile, wounded ; one 
lieutenant, f')«ir seij-faiif:*, one drummer, thirty- 
six rank and file, one driver, wounded and pri- 
80ner.«« ; six rank and file, one bombartlier, three 
gunners, pi i^onerB ; six rank and file, one gunner, 



Incorporated Militia— Cupt. Jarvis, voluateer, 
liurtiicy, barrack-niastcr. 

Richard Lkonard, 
Acting deputy-a$.Viti:tant-adjuta:it-gencral. 

£l)WD. Baynks, 
Adjutant-general, North America. 

7Vn/i« of capitulation entered into on the 27/A 
Aftrily liSi:i.yor the Kurrtmh.r of t/it; tutcn of 
Yofk^ in Upper (^tnadw^ to tJtrarmv nnd navif 
of the Unitid t^tttfen, nnd<r the eotuetfnnd of 
Majitr-OeTural Dearborn and Cominodon 
Channel if : 

That the troops, recjular and militia, at this 
I |M)sr, and the naval oflieiTS and seamen, shall be 
surrendered prisoners of war. The troop"*, rega- 
, l.ir ami militia, to L;r()und their arms iniMii-diately 
! on parade, and the naval ollieers ami so imea be 
! imme<liatelv purrendered. 

w 

That all public str»res, naval and milit iry, ghall 
t>e immediately pven up to the commanding offi- 

, e* rs of the armv and navv uf the United SiatOB-^ 
that all ]irivate jnopeily shall i-e j;uarantced tO 

' tlie eilizens of the town of York. 

That all papers belonging to the civil ofHcera 

.-hull be retdined by them — that such snigeonsss 

niay be ])rocured to attend the wounded of the 

Hri(i>h regulars and Canadian miliiia ^haIl not be 

' cou'jidered prisoners of war. 

That one li(?utenant-colonel, onem:»j«»r, thirteea 
captains, nine lieutenants, eleven ensiirn^, one 
(piarter-master, o'.u deputy adjutant-general of 
the militia, namely — 



Li.'ut.Cid. Chewett, 
Major Allen. 

(.'A I* TAINS. 

John Wd.-ijn, 
' .lolin Bnttnn, 
j I'eter KoMin.-^on, 
I Ktuben Uichardson, 
.Tolm Arn«»ld, 
.liunes Kenwiek, 
Janie-* Mustard, 
Duncan Cameron, 
David Tin)mp>on, 
.Tolin Uoliinson, 
Annuel Uidout, 
Tiuimas Hamilton, 
dohn Burn, 
Willi. im Jarvi.^. 

QrAIlTKR-MASTER. 

Charh'S Haynes. 

LIKUTKNA.NTS. 



IIiLi:>ing. 



Names of oflieers killed and wounded. 

Killid — ^t!i (or Kin;;'s regiment) — Captain 
M'Neal, volunteer J>. Maclean, clerk of the House 
of Assembly. 

ir'>«/'(/'f/— Htiyal Newfoundland Regiment — 
Lieuten.mt D. K*. ven, piisomr. 

Glen;^arry Li^^ht lul.intry — Ensign Rybins, 
slightiy. 

General Sr.df — C iptaiu Loring, 104th regi- 
ment, tlightly. 



George Mu-^tard, 
Barnet Vnnderburch, 
Robeit Stanton, 
(Mror;;e liiiUiut, 
Wnj. Jarvi^, 
Kd»vanl M'MahoD, 
Joiin \Vil>i«>n, 
P:Iv Plavt.T. 

FNSHINJ3. 

Amirew TlionipBOD, 
Allied Senaiiy, 
Donald MArtliur, 
William Pndth, 
Andrew .Mercer, 
James Clu'uett, 
George Kink, 
Edward Tiiruiipgon, 
Cl'harles Di'iiiscjo, 
G cor lie Denisoii, 
Daicey Jioultoiu 



John II. Shultz, 

Nineteen serjennt', fcnir corporals, and two 
hundred and four rank and file. 

Of the field train department, Wm. DunhAr;of 
the provincial navy, Captain P'r>». Gi^v^Tcaai, 
Lieutenant Green, Mi ishipmen J»»hn Ridout, 
Louis Batipre, Clerk, Jame-* Lan;:<ii!on, one boat- 
swain, fifteen naval artificers; of Ili.s .Majesty^s 
r «;ular troops, Lieutenant De Keven, one ser- 
je;int-major ; ond of the royal artillery, one bom" 
i)ardi«T and three gunners, shall In* surri iidered 
prisoners of w.ir, and accounteii lor in the ei- 
••!nin!:e of prisoners between the United Stales 
laud Great Britain. 
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(Signed) G. E. MITCDELL, Liont.-rol. *»tlK'y set firo, not only to tlie pii».Mc biiild- 

«rd A. U. S. j„pj, j,j^.j| jjj^ ^^.^.11 jjj. n,iiitj^j.y }„^ tQ „ tavern 

AVILLIAM KING, M;.jor. 1 '"f "I*"" *^»^* ''''^"^^* cl.nritahli- cnnii.I f.i Ilatt's 

15th U. S. Iiifjiitry. Mills, li.ul lluy not been <ldorr«<1 by i:ifnrma- 

JF.-^SE D. ELLIOTT, Li.tit. ' j tion of Tn.linns Ixing in tlic n^•iv^l.oMl■^oofl.'' 

h. S. Navy. , dnistie is, howevir, siU-nt on this TM.int, and 
W. CIIEWETT L?cut.('.,l r.|,n i „.,, ,^,^. i„.i^,.^.,| j-^^,,,, ^j^^ oircnnr^taiH-o, as wcU 

\\ . ALLhN, M:iji>r ".nl I{<'i!t. '^ 

Y«>ik Mllit'ii. ^"^' scene to con.MiUT Jarnr-:* stnf 'Miont aS 

F. GAURUEAU, Lieut. M.Djit. i ratlior hijrhly (.'oIouumI. Tn-ers<)l <loi..v; not 
AccorJin.^to tliO( aj'iiulatioii tJK twtalnf pri ' lank tlic advantairo tliat occMincl hy tl»o rap- 
soncrs amoiiiitcd to two huiidivd ar.l niiirtv- <»»r¥ of York, ui a very lii^h ra1(\ " wiili the 
three, vot some AiinTii-.m a<*counts swilldl ex''( |)ti.»n," lu- savs, **of tlicKn'j'i-ib (Irnorars 
this nunilicr, oni"-, to scvon liundred and fifly, nmsical siuitri»ox, which was an oKjcct of 
anotljcr, to nine hun Irod and thirty. Tln-sv ninch interest to some of onr ofli'Trs and a 
assertions, too, W(iv made in tlie fu'-c of < Jen. , scaljj v.hicli Major Forsytli f)Mnd surpiMidcd 
Dearlionrs ofH-ial letter, in wluclii t will hiWv \ <>vc the sjnuker's chair, wejuaiind hi?t harren 
been seen he iloes n«»t, iiiclndinj; Indian^, late ! h.onor hy tl>e captme of Vi-rk. '»f \\hirh no 
tlie 15riti^h Tone at m.jre than eight hundred. ' permanent posM-s.-ion was tak«-n.'* 
Small as this f-irce was, had it not Leen for Touchinj: the scalp here nuntiiMr^d, Ingcr- 
the unfortunate (as we deem it) halt of the sol pretends to give an oflicial h tt< r from 
8thon their way from Kingston to Fort Tlcor^e, , rommodorc Chauncey to the Hon. William 

Jones, Seeretarv of the Navv, in which the 
(.'ommodorc is made to write: 

Sill, — I liavc tlie honor to present j'on, by 
the Imnds of Lieut. Dmlley, the BHii'^li stand- 
ard taken at York, on the 27ih \|M'il last, 
accompanied by tho mace, oar irhk'h htniff a 



the Americans wouM have had a still smaller 
force to contend with. iSir (jeoi^re Prevost 
and Cleneral Sheafle deserve great censure for 
this alfair of Y'ork — the one for allowing mil- 
itary and naval stores to be deposited, antl a 
comparatively large sloop of war to be built, 
in an expt».-cd situation — ihe other for gro>s | /*'<///?''' v< *tvr//i. 
nCKli;;ence in not ordi.rinj: the fort iilcal ions to 



l( 'V 
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be put in order, and niglecling to take pr(»per 
measure^ {^r eoncciitrating his troops and en- 



Phis atro«'ious ornaTuont,'* oonfin^i^s In- 
sersol, ** was sent to the Si'<'ref'iry of \Yar, 
(I'.neral Armstrong, who refu^-ed to receive or 
suring sonieihing like order and regularity, sull'ir it to remain in his cabinet." Armstrong 
General Shealle v. a.i shortly afterwards super- : in relation to this affair, wiite<, "our trophies 
seded in the cummand, in Upper Canada, by : were fewer but better taken care of. One 
Major (.Jeneral I)e 11 )tienburg, and, returning " human scalp, a priz?made, n^ we und'-i-tand, 
toMontreal, he took the command of the troops by the Connnotlore^ wim ofT.red, luit not ac- 



in that di.^trict. 

The Amoiicans g.iinod possessitui of a great 
quantity of naval stores, of which the destruc- 
tion had been niglectod. The greatest loss, 
however, was that of the ships — one of which 



cej»ted, as a decoriitlou to the ual'sof t!ie war 
oflice." It will be observed that Armstrong 
<lo«'S not say how, or where, Commodore 
Chauncey acquired this valuu'le tio])hy, but 
from the experlness of the baikvoodsmen in 



had been nearly i>lank-jd. Fortunately the scalpiiig, (we have already givm one or two 
briK Prince K.-^rent had left the harbor some instances of this,) it is not at all iin'ikely, but 



three days bef«>re the attack, tiiereby escap- 
ing capture. The stores tiiken at York, writes 
Ingeri^oI, " by another mistake, were bmnt 
atSftckett'.s IJarbour," so that the Americ.ms 



that the scalp in question was that of an im- 
fortunatv Indian who was shot while in a tree, 
l>y the Americans, in tln.ir advanci* on the 
town, on the other hand, it nvjy ))«• g.Hhered 
had not even this to bo:ist of as a reronipens» from Armstrorg's words, that Ch lunci'v him- 
for the lossof so many men. James evidently self took the scalp, which he afierwards oilered 
seems disposed to aecu.so the Americans of j as a prize to decorate the wall^ of the war otiice. 
dealing harshly with the town, and states that I Ingersol devotes biz and a half pages to this 



166 



HTST0R7 OF THE WAR OF 1811 



one Bcalp, raking up all the horrors of the 
revoluiionnr J war, and proving most distinctly 
how safe he, in common with other American 
writers, were to make up a case of cruelty, 
even by implication, a^aint.t the British. 

Sheafio was superseded, as it is supposed, 

RiTOw of tUo Com- fo** ^^^ blunders in the 
toaiadcn. defence of York, and 

certainly not without cause, as he appears 
on the occasion to have acted without judg- 
ment or any fixed plan. Numerous as his 
mistakes were, they still sink into insigni- 
ficance, when we compare them with those of 
the American commanders, who failed in two 
great points, the capture of the frigate, and 
the prevention of Sheaffc's escape. Had 
General Dearborn been on the Geld, instead 
of beinj]: in safety three miles from the shore, 
OQ Pike's death, he might have prevented the 
escape of Sheaffe with the main body of the 
regulars ; as it was. Col. Pierce, who succeeded 
to the command, was totally without orders, 
and knew not what to do. This would have been 
most important, for situated as Great Britain, 
at that time, was, she could have ill afforded 
to send more men to this country, and, scanty 
as were the means of defence, the capture of 
SheaiTc's fotce, small as it was, would have 
been a fatal l>low. General Armstrong, in his 
letter to Dearborn, dwells particularly on this 
point, and writes, " I am assured that the 
regulnr force in both the Canadas has at no 
time since the declaration of war, exceeded 
three thousand men ; and at the present time, 
by casualties, this force has been reduced at 
Ucat one-fiflh. Taking then this fact for 
granted, wc cannot doubt but that in all 
cases in which a British commander is con- 
strained to act defensively, his policy will be 
that adopted by ShcafTe, to prefer the pre- 
servation of his troops to that of his post, and 
thus carrying off the kernel, leave us only the 
shell. In your late affair, it appears to me 
that had the descent been made between Ihe 
town and the barracks, things would have 
turned out better. On that plan, the two 
batteries you had to encounter, would have 
been kfi out oftlieconiVjat,and Sheaffe, instead 
of retreat in:; to King-ton, must have retreated 
to Fort G«.orge." General Armstrong's igno- 
rance of the nature of the ground has led him 
to make some remarks not quite deserved : 



nor did he make allowances for the strong 
cast wind ; yet there is very little doabt but 
that, had General Dearborn been a man of 
energy, much more might have been effected, 
A still more glarir^g instance of want of 
judgment occurred, however, in the next 
movement we have to touch upon ; the descent 
upon Fort George, at the mouth of tht 
Niagara River. 

One object of the expedition against York ; 

Descent upon Fort the capture of the stofci^ 
Qcorgo. having been accomplish- 

ed, the troops were re-embarked, in the hopt 
that they would be able to. proceed to tho 
second and more important movement, witli- 
out loss of time. Baffled, however, by light 
and adverse winds, it was not till the sixth 
day (8th of May) after leaving York, that they 
arrived off Fort George. It now cost General 
Dearborn three weeks to dispatch his wounded 
to Sackett*s Harbor, and bring thence rein- 
forcements ; as Ingcrsol says, *' a month of 
precious time was consumed before the attack 
on Fort George, and then again the com- 
mander-in-chief remained on board a vessel; 
while his army, six thousand strong, attacked 
and carried the place." 

The British force on the Niagara line 
amounted, at that time, to about eighteen 
hundred regulars, and five hundred militia. 
The regular force consisted of the 49th Regt 
and of detachments from the 8th, 41st, Glen- 
garry and Newfoundland corps, with a small 
body of artillery, the whole commanded by 
Brigadier General Vincent Eight companiet 
of the 49th, five companies of the 8th, three 
companies of the Glengarry, two of the New- 
foundland regiment, and a portion of the 
artillery, were stationed at Fort George, 
*' amounting," says James, "to less than one 
thousimd rank and file." About three hun- 
dred militia and some fifty Indians were also 
stationed at this post We have seen on 
Armstrong's authority, that the Americana 
immbered, with the reinforcements drawn 
from Sackett's Harbor, six thousand men. A 
sufficient superiority (six to one) having been 
secured, the American general considered 
himself prepared for the attack on the post, 
before which he had spent three weeks, and 
on the 27th May, the batteries on the American 
tilde of the Niagara being ready for action, and 
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means necessary for transportation provided, James should chronicle so extraordinary a cii^ 



the combatants began their movement in 
boats, along the lake shore, to Two-mile Creek, 
the point designated for a general landing. 

When Huirs surrender had put the British 
in possession of the artillery they so much 
required, five of the twenty-four pounders 
had been brought from Detroit, four of which 
had been mounted at Fort George, and the 
fifth on a battery, en harbette^ about half a 
mile below Newark, now Niagara. A fire 
from some field pieces had been opened on 
the American boats, when proceeding, on the 
S6th, to the rendezvous. This had provoked 
m return from Fort Niagara, by which the 
block houses, souic scattered dwellings near 
the fort, and the fort itself were considerably 
damaged. On the morning of the 27th a 
heavy cannonade was again conmicnced from 
fort Niagara to cover the attacking party, and 
** in addition," (says James,) ** two schooners, 
by the use of their sweeps, had reached their 
stations at the mouth of the river, in order to 
silence the twenty-four pounder and the nine- 
pounder, also planted en barbette close to 
Newark. Another schooner stationed herself 
to the northward of the light house, and so 
dose to the shore as to enfilade the first 
named battery, and cross the fire of the re- 
maining two schooners." The remaining five 
schooners anchored so as to cover the landing 
of the troops. The frigate ^radison, Oneida 
brig, and a schooner, took up also advanta- 
geous positions. The united broadside of 
these vessels was fifty-one guns, many of 
them thirty-two and eighteen-pounders. 
Against this formidable array what had the 
British? — a weak position entirely exposed to 
a cross fire of shot and shells, and a scarcity 
of powder — incredible as this last assertion 
niay appear, we are, nevertheless, borne out in 
nuking it by James, who asserts, in speaking 
of the events of the 26lh, that *' the guns at 
Fort George were compelled, owing to a scar- 
city of powder, to remain silent, while Com- 
modore Chauncey, on that evening, was sound- 
ing the shore within half gunshot*' The 
Americans, in speaking of this circumstance, 
ind kx>kiDg at the impunity with which Fort 
Kiigara kept ap, almost ananswered, its 
Aire, may well boast that they received com- 
pnntiTely little ii\)ury from the British can- 
It would ezdto astonishment that 



cumstance as the want of powder in the prin- 
cipal British fort in Western Canada, had wo 
not so recently seen that a frigate was buOt| 
and a quantity of provisions and stores depo- 
sited in so exposed and indefensible a position 
as York. "Whoever was the culpable party, 
whether Sir George Prevost or General 
ShcafTc, there is very little doubt but that to 
this circumstance may be attributed much of 
the impunity with which the Amoricansmado 
their preliminary movements on this occasion. 
The British force was posted as advantage- 
ously as circumstances would admit by Gene- 
ra! Vincent, and they made a most gallant 
resistance, being overpowered only by the 
numerical strength of the assailants, and the 
fire from the American shipping, which com- 
mitted dreadful havoc, and rcn'lercd their 
efforts to oppose the landing of so imineosur- 
ably superior a force altogether ineffcctuaL 
Three times, under cover of the heavy fire 
from the fort and the shipping, the Americans 
attempted to land, and were repulsed, by the 
persevering courage of their opponents ; and 
it was only at last, when considerably re- 
duced in numbers, that General Vincent, who 
saw the inutility of persevering in so unequal 
a contest, retired, blowing up, before his 
retreat, the small quantity of powder which 
yet remained in the magazine at Fort George. 
The heavy fire had rendered the fort alto- 
gether untenable ; General Vincent had, there- 
fore, no alternative left but to retreat in the 
direction of Queenston, first despatching 
orders to Col. Bishopp at Fort Erie, and to 
Mfyor Ormsby at Chippewa, to evacuate their 
respective posts, and to move with as little 
delay as possible, by Lundy*s Lane, to the 
Beaver-dam. In the retreat about fifty of the 
regulars unfortunately were made prisoners. 
The remainder, both regular and militia, made 
an undisturbed retreat, and were joined at the 
place of rendezvous, by the garrisons of Fort 
Erie and Chippewa. In General Vincent's 
dispatch* full particulars of this action will be 



^From BrigadUr-Oeneral Vinceni to Sir Oecrge 

Pnvoat. 

FoBTT-MiLi Gaiix, May 28, 18IS. 

Sib, — I have the hoDor to inform your Exo^ 
leiicy, thai yesterday morning, about day-break, 
the enemy again opened hi< k>atteries upon Foit 
Qeorge: the fire not being immediately retomed, 
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found, V. e iiitist not, however, omit to i.otii'c 
onecx;i;r::i r:'.tIon contriiiie'lin it, rirlativo to the 
AnuM i.:;!i stn;j:^le. We alhide to the i>:iss.igi' 
"Ills wlule foTre is slated to amount to 
ncarlv (< n tliousai d men/' This, in all 
proh:i. iity, U!. intentional over.-tati inent was 
quito r,iin. «\.-saiy, as (ii-iieral Vincent made 
a T( rv «:'i!1:;r.t i'o;istanC(', and, v.lu'n he was 
over* »>v'ii 1 1-v numhi-rs, he inride a \<v\ 
able r r:. i« — fill!,. (tin;; hy the next mornin;: 
nearly ^i\!'. -n In.n.lrvd nnii, with a |><\-iti<)n, 
r»urVn!«'..» li- iuhls, to f.il! hark on, whi<'!i, 
acr.M V> ,r t > !> ■ rh«rn, while it rcmrrined in 
the i»o'vr <;!' i!;.' Ur!ti>h, n-nderctl Ike surrf >s- 
fulo«'<'M;':iti M hy the Aniericansoftlu' AVt stern 
penin-iiia i:!.;.rai:llt:ihle. As at York, Gen. 
Vinrrii! ;";;!n .-;.vv(i \\ir kernel, and li'Ti, ;»s the 
frui's (if vl. * r\\ to the Anurirans, the shtlk 
con<i>!i'i'jrMr a fe'v luined iK)u>es and untenahle 
fort. 



Tlu' IJr.tish loss in killed and wounded was 
very heav}'. The 8th, Glengarry and New- 
fonnlland detachments lost full one-half of 
ihtir niiited force, and the militia appear to 
have also sutrcred severely, at least eight3'-Gve 
havirji: Im «.n either kilKd or wounded. The 
total 15riti>h loss was estimated at four 
hiindnd and furty-Hve. Thomson, in his 
" Skctrh.vs of the War," makes up a very 
in,[.ONi:i-^ total of pri.:(>ner< ; like mo^t of his 
>tat' ni< ids, however, his acronnt is groselj 
(. \.i':;;ir-ito,l. IK> eounls the wounded regulars 
t-.vii'^ "\v.'r; on«e as woun'led, and a second 
tiui'' as j.ristMiers — he adds further, "the 
militia ]'ri>oncns who were paroh.d to the 
luimlNT of tive hundred and .*-even,'* »S:c. Now, 
in \\a' li:?t pla«'i', no imwuundcMl ngulars fell 
inio tin* l;ands «>f th;^ Americans, except the 
filty who were ciptured at the furt. Again, 
Mr. Thomson forgets to inform us how the 



it cei'^ol III! roiiiL' time. About 4 o'elock, A. M. 
acoiul'i.iiiti'ni cf cireiunst uiCL'S led to a belief thut 
an iuv:i«<i<):i u.js iiietiitalrd. The morning being 
exceeding; Inizy, neither his nicaus nor his inten- 
tion coiil'l be a«^eertained, until, the nust clearing 
away ai iiii'Mval>, the enemy's lleef, coubi^ting of 
fourteen or fifteen vessel?, was discovered under 
way, standing towards the light-house, in an ex- 
tendt:il line ot more than two miles, covering from 
ninety to one hundred large boats and scows, each 
contiiuing an average of fifty to sixty men. 
Though ar this time no doubt could bo entertained 
of tiu^ enemy's intention, his points of attack could 
only l.»e conjectured. Having again commenced a 
heavy fire from his fort, line of batteries, and 
ahippiug, it beeame necessary to withdraw all the 
guards an 1 pi«ia'?ts stationed along the coast, be- 
tween the fort and light-house, and a landing was 
effected at the Two-milo Creek, about half a mile 
below the latter place. The party of troops and 
Indians stjitioned at this point, after opposing the 
enemy, r.;.d annoying him as long aa possible, 
were obliged to fall back, and the fire from the 
shipping so completely enfiladed and scoured 
the plains, that it became impossible to approach 
the beach. As the day dawned, the enemy's plan 
was clearly developed, and every etfort to oppose 
his landing having fdled, I lost not a moment in 
concentrating my force between the town of Fort 
George and the enemy, there aw^aiting his ap- 
proach. This movement was admirably covered 
by the Glengarry light infantry, joined by a detach- 
ment of the royal Newfoundland regiment and 
militia, whie.h commenced skirmishing with the 
enemy's riflemen, who were advancing through 
the brushwood. The enemy having perfectcom- 
mand ol the beach, he quickly landed from three 
to four hundred men, with seyeral pieces of artil- 
lery, and this force was instantly seen advancing 
m three solid columns, along the lake bank, his 
right covered by a large body of riflemen, and his 
Icit and front by tlie £'6 of the ahippiog, and bat- 



teries in ti;c fort. As our light troops ftdl back 
upon ilie in.iin body, whicli was moved forwards 
to their su[. port, they were gallantly su>tained bj 
the 8th (king's) regiment, commanded by Mi^or 
Ogilvie, the whole being under the immediate 
direction of Colonel Myera, acting Quarter-master- 
^eueral, who had charge of the right wing. In 
tiie execution of this important duty, gallantry, 
zeal, and decij'ion, were eminently conspicuous; 
and I lament to report that I was deprived of the 
services of Colonel Myers, who, having received 
three woun<ls, was obliged to quit the field. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ilarvey, the deputy Adjutant- 
General, whose activity and gallantry had been 
displavfd the whole morning, succeeded Colonel 
Myers, and brought up the right division, consist- 
ing of the 41ith regiment, and some militia. 

The light artillery under Major llolcroft were 
already in position, awaiting the enemy's advance 
on the plain. At this moment the very inferior 
force under ray command bad experienced a 
severe loss in officers and men ; yet nothing could 
exceed the ardor and gallantry of the troops, who 
shewed the most marked devotion in the service 
of their king and country, and appeared regard- 
less of the consequence of the unequal contest. 
Being on the spot, and seeing that the force un- 
der my conunand was opposed to ten-fold num- 
bers, who were rapidly advancing undercover of 
their shipping and batteries, from which our poti* 
tions were immediately seen, and exposed to & 
tremendous fire of shot and shells, I decided on 
retiring my little force to a position which I hoped 
might be less assailable by the heavy ordnance of 
the enemy, and from which a retreat would h% 
left open, in the event of that measure becoming 
necessary. Here, afler awaiting the approach oi 
the enemy for about half an hour, I received 
authentic information, that his force, consisting of 
from four to five thousand men, had re-formed 
his columns, and was making an effort to tummy 
right flank. At tbie critical juncture not a m^ 
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five himdrcd and seven paroled inili lia pi isoncrs 
were ohtained — as he has failed in thi^?, we 
must ri'fcr to James. *' No sooner hwd tlu- 
American army f^ot possession of the Niagara 
frontier, than oflTi-ers with parties were sent 
to every fnrm-hnnsc and hovel in the neigh- 
bourhood, to exact a parole from tlie male 
inhabit.Mits of almost every agf^. Some were 
glad of this exf;usc for remaining p'-aceuMy r\t 
their houses; and those who made any 
opposition were thr.':\tened to be sent across 
the river, ai.d thrown into a noi>ome [>rison. 
"We c:\ni!'jt wonder, then, that hy tin-se 
indus'iioii^-, thc^igh cf.rt:unly unauMiMrizod 
means, the names of as many as five hundred 
and seven Canadians were got ready to he 
forv.ard.d to the .Se'ivtary at War, so as, not 
only to >-.ve!l the amount of the loss sustained, 
but hy a fur inference of the force employed, 



ment was to be lost, and sensible that every effort 
had beeffiiiade, b\ I'ne oHiccrs and jnon under niv 
comiiiaiMi, to inaintaiu the post of Fort Geoige, I 
could not consider n)yseif ju.itified in conuiiuing 
BO unequal a contept, the issue of which promisoti 
no advantage to the interests of hia Majesty's ser- 
vice. Having given orders for tiie lort to be 
evacuated, the guns to be spiked, and the annnu- 
nition destroyed, the troops under my coinninnil 
were put in motion, and marched across the comi- 
irj in a line parallel to the Niagara river, towards 
the position near the IJeaver Dam, beyond Queens- 
iown Mountain, at which place I had the honor of 
r^>orttng to your Excellency that a depot of pro- 
visions and ammunition had been formed some 
time since. The rear-guard of the army reached 
that position during the night, i.nd we were soon 
afterwards joined by Lieutenant-Colonel Bisshopp, 
with all the detachments from Chippewa to J*^ort 
Erie. The light, and one batudion company of 
the 8th, (king's,) joined us about the same time, 
as did Captaio Barclay, with a detachment of the 
royal navy. 

Having assembled my whole force the follow- 
ing morning, which did not exceed sixteen hun- 
dred mcn^ I continued my march towards the 
head of the lake, where it is my intention to take 
up a position, and shall endeavour to mauitain it, 
voUl I may be honored with your Excellency's 
Itittructious, which I shall feel most anxious to 
receive. 1 beg leave to suggest the great import- 
Mice that exists for a communication being 
opened with me, through the medium of the fleet. 
The anchorage under Mr. Brandt's house is per- 
fectly good and safe. I believe your Excellency 
need not be informed, that in the event of it be- 
ooming necessary that I should fall back upon 
York, the assistance of shipping would be requi- 
mie for the transport of my artillery. I cannot 
coocludo this long communication, without cx- 
lireeaing a well merited tribute of approbation to 
the gallantry and assiduity of every officer of the 
fti^ and indeed of every individiud composing 



on the part of the Lriiish, in resisting the 
attack." 

Our loss was very great, but that of the 
enemy was (piite as gi i.;it in jiroportion— that 
is, the numher tliat fMl in the hand-to-hand 
conflict would be r.bout etpial, W(.re we to 
make an allowance for the teirible execution 
done by the fifty-one gun bmadside of the 
vosels. The Amei i'-;ii:s iheni^-.-ivcs state their 
loss at thirty-nine kil!vl;uid one hundicd and 
eleven woun-Ietl, whi<.'!i is verv satis!.. ctorv : 
and, as James has it, nor a liitie cre<iilable to 
the few regular tr«;oj>^- ruu ('.ii;:i liaiibby whom 
tiie fort was defen U- 1. ():ie extraor:linary 
bit of modusty is o'^seivjiblu in ])■•. rborn\s 
oiiii-ial letter on this oeca.-ion. He docs not 
stale that the Diiti.-h wi.ie superior in force — 
this is particu'^irly stiilJ:;.: in an American — 
he, however, hints at "the advantage the 
enemy's position atlbrile 1 liim.'' We have 



my little army ; — evt-ry one uio.<t zealously dis- 
charged the duties of his rt-.-pectivu station. The 
struggle on the 27th coMtiriu«.(l from three to four 
hours ; and, 1 lament to aJd, it wu:; attended with 
very severe loss. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the killed, 
wounded, and :nissiiig, v.ith as much accuracy as 
the nature of existing circunij-tanees will admit. 
Many of the misHug, I hope, wiil be found to be 
only stragglers, and \s'i\[ soon rejoin their corps. 
I shall reach the head of the hike to-i.iorrow even- 
ing. Hitherto the enemy has not aHempted to 
interrupt my movements. Information reached 
me this morning, through an authentic channel, 
that he had pushed on three thousand infantry, 
and a considerable body of cavalry, towards 
Queenston. His whole force is stated to 
amount to nearly ten thousand men. 

I send this despatch by Mr. Mathison, who 
acted as a volunteer on the 'J7th ; and I am happy 
to inform your Excellency, that his conduct was 
very honorable to his character, and merits my 
marked approbation. Ammunition will be want- 
ing by the first vessel. Captain Milnes has been 
kind enough to remain with me until my next 
despatch. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

John Vincem, Brig. Gen. 

His Excellency Lieutenant-General 
Sir George rrevost, &c. &c. &c. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of His 
Majesty's troops in action with the enemy at 
Fort George, May the 27th, 1813. 

One captain, one lieutenant, one ensign, one 
Serjeant, forty-eight rank and file, killed ; one 
general-staff, one mt^jor, two captains, five lieute- 
nants, two ensigns, four Serjeants, twenty-nine 
rank and file, wounded ; one lieutenant, thirteen 
Serjeants, eight drummers, two hundred and forty 
rank and file, wounded and missing. 



160 



BISTORT OF THE WAR OF 1818. 



already stated the exposed position of the 
British ; our readers may, therefore, take 
this insinuation at its proper value. 0*Con- 
nor in his account, reversing the real state of 
things, makes the British "five to one." 
Thomson, more modestly, says, '* the action 
was fought by inferior numbers on the Ame- 
rican side," and Dr. Smith, giving no numbers, 
dwells only on ** the Hrmness and gallantry of 
the American troops." 

The escape of General Vincent and his 
troops left the Americans as far as ever from 
the desired undisturbed occupancy of the 
western peninsula. Ingersol observes, " Vin- 
cent, the British General, effected his retreat 
(probably without Vearhoriis even hnouing i7, 
for he stayed on shipboard), to the mountain 
passes^ where he employed his troops in at- 
tacking, defeating, and capturing ours during 
all the rest of that year of discomfiturt&" 
Armstrong, in his remarks, ha-s, " if, instead 
of concentrating his whole force, naval and 
military, on the water side of the enemy's de- 
fences, he had divided the attack, and, cross- 
ing the Niagara below Lcwiston, advanced on 
Fort George by the Quecnston road, the in- 
vestment of tliat place would have been com- 
plete, and a retreat of the garrison impracti- 
cable." 

It was certainly fortunate for the British 
that the Americans had generals who were 
not tacticians enough to profit by their supe- 
riority in numbers. Ilad Brock commanded 
the Americans, the campaign of Ibid might 
have had a more fortunate issue for our ene- 
mies. 

Although the disasters at York and Niagara 
were disheartening in some degree, yet the de- 
icendants of the brave men who composed the 
militia at that time have cause to look on both 
these events with much pride and satisfaction. 
It is clear, from the conduct of the militia on 
each of these occasions, that they had attained 
a high degree of military discipline, and, as a 
contemporary justly observes, **the marked 
coolness and fearless intrepidity with which 
the York and Lincoln militia resisted the ap- 
proach of the enemy towards their shores, 



would have reflected honor on ahandofTeler* 
ans long accustomed to * the din of anna.' * 

We left General Vincent at the BeaTer 
Dam, where he had been joined not only by 
the detachment from Fort Erie and Chippewa, 
but by one flank and one battalion company 
of the 8th, and Captain Barclay, RN., ^th a 
small body of seamen on their way to Lake 
Erie. To cut off this force, Dearborn, who 
seems never to have been in a hurry, de- 
spatched, on the 28th, a considerable body ; 
but, luckilj', he sent them in the wrong direc- 
tion, for had he chosen the I^ake road, there 
would have been a probability of cutting off 
General Vincent Two days were occupied 
in this fruitless pursuit, and, on the recall of 
the troops, two days more were passed in a 
consideration of how the lost time was to be 
made up. Dearbom*s idea was to use the 
fleet as a means of transportation to Burling- 
ton Bay : but, fortunately for the British, the 
Cabinet at Washington gave this araa of the 
expedition a different direction. No alterna- 
tive, therefore, remained to Dearborn bat the 
pursuit by the Lake shore, which should haw 
begun, had Dearborn possessed any energy, 
on the morning of the 28th. 

Before, however, following the fortunes 
the brigade despatched in pursuit, we wfll 
turn to Sackett's Harbor, and the fate of the 
expedition prepared against it by Sir Gk^orge 
Prcvost, and a considerable body of troops 
destined to act in concert with the fleet un 
Commodore Yeo. 

After disposing of this subject, wo will re- 
turn to Gen. Vincent and his fortunes, takings 
while in the west, a glance at Proctor, wh 
we left just after his return from Fort 
Another chapter will, however, be reqni 
for a consideration of all these subjects ; 
will, therefore, conclude the present one witla. 
Ingcrsors testimony as to the defence cif Oa-* 
nada : — '* On the land the defence of Canada 
was conducted with much more energy, ei^ 
terprise and spirit, than the American attempli 
at invasion, which failed, after a long series of 
delays and reverses, and proTed abortiooa aa 
discreditable as Hull's.** 
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OOMTUITS. 

Xipedltion againat Sackett*8 Harbour, 2'7tb May. 
-^Proceedings at west end of Lake Ontario ; 
nrprise at Stony Creek. — Result of the Dear- 
born and Chaancey expedition. — ^AfSair at the 
BflftTor Dam.— Capitulation of OoL Boorstler 
and five hundred and forty-one American 
traopt. — Rdnforcements arrire at Queenston, 
but retom to Fort George. — ^Proceedings in 
Congresi on receipt of news of Bcorstler*a 
torrender. — Colonel CIark*s expedition agunst 
Fort Schlosser. — Colonel Bisshopp^s expedition 
igUBit Black Rock. — American alliance with 
Tudiaiifc — ^Proctor, aod aspect of ai&ura in the 



Before entering on the sabject of the ex- 

mMp,m^ «.in.t PcditionagainstS^etl's 
flMketf ■ Harbor, 87th Harbor, we would pre- 



mise that we have hither- 
to endeavoured to do full justice to Sir George 
PMTOSt, wherever it appeared that blame had 
been unjustly imputed to •him, and to point 
oat the real quarter to which discredit should 
attach, whether the causes of his failure 
might be attributable to the orders from the 
Home Government, by which he was in a 
great degree fettered, or arose from the in- 
anfficient force under his command, and the 
extended fh>ntier which he was called upon 
to defend. We can scarcely, then, be accused 
of bUndly or capriciously joining in a crusade 
against this officer^s memory in the present 
inatani^, the more especially as we have 
dSigently sought to discover, in the American 
aoeoonts of the descent on Sackett's Harbor, 
aome extenuating causes for the failure of a 
Bttrement, on which the ultimate success of 
tfae war seemed so mainly to depend, to which 

11 



the attention of the entire Province was 
directed, which, in consequence of the pre- 
sence and co-operation of the two conunanders- 
in-chief, the inhabitants had flattered them- 
selves would have a very different result, and 
the failure of which inflicted a blow on the 
military character of Sir George Prevost from 
whieh it never recovered. 

Prone to exaggeration as we have in most 
cases found American historians, it is a 
singular feature in the present instance, that 
they seem to liave laid aside their natural 
characteristic, and to have modestly set forth, 
with but little coloring of misrepresentation, 
the facts as they really occurred. This mode- 
ration bears the harder on Sir George Prevost, 
as it would almost seem as if his discomfiture 
appeared in their eyes something scarcely 
worth boasting of^ ready as they always were 
to lay hold of every circumstance, however 
tiivial, (and of this we have already adduced 
several striking proofs,) that they could in any 
manner distort, or magnify into a victory. 

Without farther preamble, then, we would 
remind the reader, that Commodore (Sir 
James) Yeo's arrival from England, with a 
party of officers and seamen, had given an 
impetus to the naval preparations at Kingston, 
and that the vessels there had been manned 
and equipped in a manner sufficient to warrant 
the expectation, that the fleet, under so able 
a conmiander, might once more boldly appear 
on the lake. Great, therefore, was the delight 
of all, when it was ascertained that Sir George 
Prevost*8 consent had been obtained for em* 
ploying, this acquisition of naval strength, in a 
combined attack, on the important post of 
Sackett*s Harbor, now considerably weakened 
in its defences, by the absence of Commodore 
Chauncey's fleet, and of the numerous army 
which bad recently been stationed there. 
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All preparations having been made, the 
fleet, having on board the troops for the ex- 
pedition, under ttie command (most unfortu- 
nately says Veritas) of Sir George Prevost, 
set sail. The force embarked, consisted of the 
grenadier company of the 100th regiment, a 
section of the Royal Scots, two companies of 
the 8th, four companies of the 104th, one 
company of the Glengarry's, two companies 
of the Canadian volunteers, a small detach- 
ment of the Newfoundland regiment, and two 
six-pounders with the gunners, making in all 
a body of something less than seven hundred 
rank and file. The weather was extremely 
iine, and the fleet arrived off'Sackett's Harbor 
at about noon of the same day (the 27th) it 
sailed. As a short description of Sackett*8 
Harbor will not be irrelevant, we will here 
introduce James* account of it, *' Sackett's 
Harbor bears from Kingston, on Lake Ontai io, 
south by east ; distant in a straight course, 
twenty- five, but, by a ship's course, thirty- 
livo miles. It stands on the south-east side 
of an expansion of the Black River, near to 
where it flows into Hungry Bay. The harbor 
is small, but well sheltered. From the north- 
west runs out a low point of land, upon which 
is the dock-yard, with large stone houses, and 
all the buildings requisite for such an establish- 
ment Upon this point there is a strong work 
(railed Fort Tomkins ; having within a block- 
house, two stories high : on the land side it is 
covered by a strong picketing, in which there 
are embrasures. At the bottom of the harbor 
is the village, consisting of sixty or seventy 
houfses : to the southward of it is a barrack, 
capable of containing two thousand men, and 
generally used for the marines belonging to 
the fleet On a point eastward of the harbor, 
stands Fort Pike, surrounded by a ditch, in 
advance of which there is a strong lino of 
picketing. About one hundred yards from 
the village, and a little to the westward of 
Fort Tomkins, is Smith's cantonment, or 
barracks, capable of containing two thousand 
five hundred strong ; it is strongly built of 
logs, forming a square, with a block-house at 
each comer, and is loop-holed on every side." 
This was the state of Sackett's Harbor at the 
date of the attack, at which time also many 
of the guns belonging to the works had been 
conveyed to the other end of the lake. The 
wind was now light and favorable, enabling 



the vessels either to stand in for the diore or 
from it ; the squadron, therefore, with the 
Wolfe as the leading vessel, having on board 
Sir George himself, stcod in towards the shore, 
to within about two miles, to reconnoitre the 
enemys' position. This having been effected, 
the ships were hove to, the troops were em- 
barked in the boats, and every one anxiously 
awaited the signal to land. There is here 
some difference in the British accounts of the 
affair. After mentioning the embarkation of 
the troops in the boats, James Bays, " They 
waited in this state of suspense for about half 
an hour, when orders were given for the 
troops to return on board the fleet. This done, 
the fleet wore, and with a light wind stood 
out on its return to Kingston. 

** About forty Indians, in their canoes, had 
accompanied the expedition. Dissatisfied at 
being called back without effecting anything, 
particularly as their unsophisticated minds 
could devise no reason for abandoning the 
enterprise, they steered round Stony Point, 
and discovering a party of troops on the 
American shore, fearlessly paddled in to 
attack them. These consisted of about seventy 
dismounted dragoons, who had just been 
landed from twelve boats, which, along with 
seven others that had pulled past the pmnt 
and escaped, were on their way to Sackctt*8 
Harbor. As soon as the American troops 
saw the Indians advancing, they hoisted a 
white flag, as a signal to the British yessels 
for protection. The latter immediately hove 
to, and Lieutenant Dobbs, first of the Woife, 
stood in with the ship's boats, and brought off 
the American dragoons, along with their 
twelve batteaux. This fortuitous capturs 
iras deemed an avfpieioiis omen; and Sir 
George Pretost determined to stand haei t9 
SacJcetVs Harbor:' 

It is clear firom this account that James 
desires it to bo understood that, in all proba* 
bility, no attack would have been made, had 
it not been for what he terms the fortuitous 
capture, and on another point — ^the delay — he 
is equally explicit This is of importance, as 
Christie also mentions it, only accounting ftr 
it in a different manner, and making it a shads 
less discreditable to the commander. In 
speaking of the events of the first day, Christie 
writes, *' the weather was propitious, and the 
troops were transferred to the bmtteaax, to 
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make their landing, under an escort of two 

gun-boats, commanded by Captain Mulcaster, 

the whole under the immediate direction of 

the land and naval commanders-in-chief. They 

had proceeded but a short distance, when a 

convoy of American boats, loaded with troops 

were descried doubling Stony Point, on their 

way from Oswego, to SackctL's Harbour. The 

Indians who had previously' landed upon an 

island fired upon them as they passed, and 

threw them into confusion, when the boats 

and batteaux bore down and captured twelve 

of them, with about one hundred and fifty 

men : the remainder escaped into Sickett*s 

Harbour. Th^ landing was then deferred 

until tlie next mornhg^ while the Americans 

raised the alarm and withdrew a detachment 

of their troops posted upon Horse Island, at 

the mouth of the harbour, and assumed a 

position on the Main, opposite a ford, leading 

from the island to the mainland, where they 

were reinforced by a body of militia, under 

General Urown, and prepared for a vigorous 

defence." This is additional testimony as to 

the delay, and we must further remark that, 

all the American accounts concur in stating 

that the British appeared oiF the port on two 

Buccessivo days. One, indeed, writes, "the 

delay and indecision on the part of the British 

brought in from the neighbouring counties a 

considerable number of militia, who, naturally 

thinking the enemy were afraid, betrayed 

great eagerness to join tho contest." All 

these proofs are necessary, as none of the 

statements we have given are contained in Col. 

Bayne*s letter,* from which it can only be 



^Frmn AdjiUctrU'OenertU Baynet to Sir George 

J'revoht, 

Kingston, May SOth, 1813. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report to your 
Excellency, that in conformity to an arranged 
plan of operations with Commodore Sir James 
Xeo, the fleet of boats aasembled a-stem of his 
ihip, at 10 o*clock on tho night of the 28th 
Instant, with the troops placed under my com- 
mand, and, led by a gun-boat, under Captain 
Mnlcaster, royal Davy,procueded towards Sackett^s 
Harbour, in the order prescribed to the troops, 
fai case the detachment was obliged to march in 
aolamn, viz: — the grenadier company, 100th, 
with one section of tho royal Scots, two companies 
«f the 8th, (or King's,) four of the 104th, two of 
the Canadian voltigeurs, two six pounders, with 
their gunners, and a company of Olengarry light 
iirfkntrj,were embarked on board a lighischooner, 
wfaioh was proposed to be towed, under the 



gathered tha: the attack failed in consequence 
of the ships not being able to near the shore. 
Nor is a syllable to be found relative to waste 
of time through which the opportunity, 
afibrded by the previous fair wind, had been 
lost, but only an allusion to the continuation 
of the light and adverse mnds^ and the in- 
sufficiency of the gun-boats to accomplish 
what the larger vessels, ** still far off^^ might 
have done. It is not often that we have 
occasion to complain of a " muddled dispatch,** 
but assuredly the one in question seems 
written for the express purpose of making 
the best out of what was a very discreditable 
affair to Sir -George Prevost. A shade of 
excuse for the loss of time is to be found in 
Christie as he represents the attack as begun 
on the first day, and only interrupted by the 
capture of prisoners, to secure whom it was 
perhaps necessary to return to the ship, 
rendering it thus too late for further operation 
on that day ; but even this is a poor excuse, 
and the trilling delay, had an energetic officer 
been in command, would have been soon re- 
paired, the fair wind profited by, and the 
attack of the troops covered by the fire from 
the large vessels of the squadron. 

To return, however, to tho attack which 
was finally made early on the morning of tho 
29 ih. It began by a mistake, and the troops 
were landed on Horse Island, "where," 
(according to James,) " the grenadier company 
of the 100th, which formed tho advance, 
meeting with some slight opposition from a 
six-pounder mounted en hofrbette^ as well aa 
from throe or four hundred militia, stationed 



directions of officers of the navy, so as to insore 
tho guns being landed in time to support the 
advance of the troops. Although the night was 
dark, with rain, the boats assembled in the 
vicinity of Sackett's Harbour, by one oVIock, in 
compact and regular order; and in this position 
it was intended to remain until the day broke, hi 
the hope of effecting a landing before the enemy 
could be prepared to line the woods with troops, 
which surrounded the coast; but, unfortunately, 
a strong current drifted the boats considerably, 
while the darknesss of the night, and ignorance 
of tho coast, prevented them from recovering 
their proper station until the day dawned, when 
the whole pulled for the point of debarkation. 

It was my intention to have landed in the 
cove formed by Horse Island, but, on approaching 
it, we discovered that the enemy were foljj 
prepared, by a very heavy fire of musketry from 
the surroondiDg woods, which were filled with 
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■t that poin^ cairted the nx-pounder befm 
ft ijeond discharge could b« fired from It, and 
drore (he American militia with prodpitation 
ioto the woods." Christie's account of this 
ia diflerent, he mjb, "ihej'' (the BriUsh) 
" flrat attempted to land on the Main, in a 
cove formed by Horse Island, but on approach- 
ing it, thej fbund the enemy prepared for 
them, bj a heavy fire of mualietr;, from the 
mrroonding woods, supported by a field- ' 
^ecet T'hey t&ett pulUd round and landed 
Ml tJu vuttid« 0/ tht itland," 

After the troops were fairly landed it does 
not appear that they had any Tcrj obstinate ' 
resistance to encounter, and it is plain from 
both Christie's and James' account, that 
there was nothing to have prevented Sir 
George Preroet from accomplishing all that 
he de»red. Thompsont is particularly severe 
on hifl countrymen, and his account by no 
■neans bears out Col. Bayne's astwrtion of the 
great reustance offered. " Though," says he, 
" they were well protected by the breaat-work 
tiiey roee from behind it, and abandoning the 
honorable promises of noble daring, which 
Ihey had mado but a little while before, Bed 
with equal precipitation and disorder. A 
CtraDge and unaccountable panic seized the 
whole line ; and with the exception of a very 
$»w, terror and dismay were depicted on 
•Tery countenance." Any remarks on Sir 



Infiintrj lopporled by a Geld-picco. I directed 
the boBta (o pull round to [he other side of the 
idand, where a landing «u effected in good 
order and with little lou, although eieculod in 
the face of a corpa, formed with a Gcld.piece in 
the wood, and under the enfilade of a heiTj gun 
from the enemj'i priocipal tutterj. The adTance 
was led by the greaadiera of the 100th rcKiment, 
with undaunted gallantry, which no oliBtacle 
oonld arreiL A narrow cauuwaj, in manj 
places nnder water, not more than four feet wide, 
and alKiat four hundred paces in length, which 
connected the island with the maintand, was 
occupied hj the enemj, in groat force, with a 
ril-poonder. It was forced, and canied In the 
most spirited manner, and the gnn taken before 
a second discharge could tie made from it; a 
(bmbril, with a few roundaof ammunition, waa 
found ; but, anrortnnately, the artillerimen were 
(tut behind, the schooner not liaving been able lo 
get npin time, and the (roopg were exposed toso 
faeaTy and galling a fire from a numerous, but 
almost invidble foe, as to render It impoasible to 
halt for the artillery to come op. At this spot 
two pacha led in opposite directions round the 
hDI; I directed Colonel Tonng, of the King's 

TcUdMs «« tba Tar, MIS Ut 



George from Teritaa must be taken with dot 
illowance for the animus whkh muks ercijr- 
thing he wrote reapecdng th«t commandsr. 
Hia verdon runs thus: "The troops wen 
disembarked, but without artillery, and n^ 
ranced with their usual apirit, when the eaei»7 
in dismay fled, whilst our men coming to ft 
block-honge, which made some reststanca^ 
checked. During this advance so hop*- 
lid the enemy consider their s)tnatIla^ 
that they burnt a barrack or store, spiked the 
guns of a battery, and began their retnst 
through the villages, settiug fire to their new 
rrigate, the Pj/kt, then on the stocks, and 
Qcneral Brown, who commanded, had actnaUj 
written a letter of capitulation, which he had 
appointed a flag of truce to carry to the OOOl- 
mtmder, whilst a few men were kept in the 
block-hougc^ to give an appearance of r«aiat- 
uice, so as to obtain hotter terms, At this 
period, in an evil hour, Sir George PrevoM, 
mistaking tho enemy in running away, with 
the dust thereby thrown up, for a column of 
reinforcements arriving, immediately gam 
orders for a re-embarkation, and then wis bz> 
hibited the eitraordinary military spectadeaf 
a retreat, I will not say a Qightback to back." 
This picture is highly colored, but thei* 
Ib still much truth in it, and when GoIodiI 
Bayne's letter is stripped of its apologetie 
chnracter, it will not be found to differ matoi- 



rcgiment, with half of the detachment, lo p«a^ 
tmte by the left; and U^or Drammood, of ths 
104lfa, to force the path by the right, whieh 
proved to be more open, and wa» leas oceopled 
bj the enemy. On the left the wood waa rttj 
thick, and was most obstinately maintained t? 
the enemy. 



pieces, and a heavy flre from their fort, B«i w ~ 
precipitation to their bloek-honae, and ta((i 
abandoning One of their guns. The ^UvUtp 
under Colonel Young was jmned in the 1 liaig^ 
by that ander U^or Drvmnond, whiOh «•• 
executed with such spirit and promptn res, tW 
many of the enemy fell In (heir enclosed fauiMak 
which were set on firs by ooi Ih)o|ii;— «t tit 
peiat Ike flvihw aii v^ et the trospa hMMW 
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aHj in substance. James adds his testimony 
on this point, and after describing the British 
advance, goes on : *^ so hopeless did the Ameri- 
cans consider their case, that Lieutenant 
Ohauncey set fire to the Navy barracks, the 
prize schooDcr Duhe of Gloucester^ the ship 
General PyJce^ and completely destroyed the 
naval stores and provisions, which had been 
captured at York." The whole affair of 
" Sackett*s Harbour may be thus summed up. 
Sir George Prevost, with an adequate force, 
made his appearance before it, with the inten- 
tion of striking a blow at the seat of American 
naval operations on Lake Ontario, and of 
establishing British supremacy in that quarter. 
Indecision, we will not call it timidity, pre- 
vented his striking the blow, while the weather 
was yet favorable, and the enemy unprepared. 
When he did attempt to carry his plans into 
execution, a change of wind prevented the 
co-operation of the fleet, on board of which 



unavailing. Their block-house and stockaded 
battery could not be carried by assault, nor 
reduced by field-pieces, had we been provided 
with thera ; the fire of the gun-boats proved 
insufficient to attain that end : light and adverse 
winds continued, and our larger vessels were still 
far off. The enemy turned the heavy ordnance 
of the batterv to the interior defence of his post. 
He had set fire to the store-houses in the vicinity 
of the fort. 

Seeing no object within our reach to attain, 
that could compensate for the loss we were 
momentarily sustaining from the heavy fire of the 
enemy's cannon, I directed the troops to take up 
their position on the crest of the hill wo had 
charged from. From this position we were 
ordered to re-embark, which was performed at 
our leisure, and in perfect order, the enemy not 
presuming to show a single soldier without the 
limits of his fortress Your Excellency having 
been a witness of the zeal and ardent courage of 
every soldier in the field, it is unnecessary for me 
to assure your Excellency, that but one sentiment 
animated every brea.<»t, that of discharging^ to the 
utmost of their power their duty to their king and 
country. But one sentiment of regret and morti- 
fication prevailed, on being obliged to quit a 
beaten enemy, whom a small band of British 
soldiers had driven before thera for three hours 
through a country abounding in strong positions 
of defence, but not offering a sinjjle spot of cleared 
ground favourable for the operations of disciplined 
troops, without having fully accomplished the 
duty we were ordered to perform. 

The two divisions of the detachment were 
ably commanded by Colonel Young, of the 
King\ and Major Drummond, of the 10 Uh. The 
detachment of tiie King's under Major Evans,nobly 
sustained the high and established character of 
that dlfltlnguished corps; and Captain Burke 



was also the artillery ; and this circumstance, 
joined to the show of resistance, which the 
enemy, through the time afforded, were enabled 
to offer, would appear to have completely 
overthrown what little energy or decision of 
character he might have possessed. The re- 
sult, as shown in Colonel Bayne^s dispatch, 
was a retreat which blasted forever his reputa- 
tation as a military commander. An aggrava- 
tion of tho mistake committed, is also to be 
found in the want of necessity for the retreat 
The testimony of James, Christie, and of 
American writers also, proves that it was per- 
fectly practicable for Sir George to have made 
good his position until the ships could have 
come to his assistance, and even one passage 
of Col. Bayne's letter would go to establish 
the same fact " But one sentiment of regret 
and mortification prevailed, on being obliged 
to quit a beaten enemy, whom a small band 
had driven before them for three hours.** 



availed himself of the ample field afforded him in 
leading the advance, to display the intrepidity oi 
British grenadiers. 

The detachment of the 104th regiment, under 
Major Moodie, Captain MTherson'a company of 
Glengarry light infantry, and two companies of 
Canadian voltigeurs, commanded by Major Ham- 
mot, all of them levies in the British Province of 
North America, evinced most striking proofs of 
their loyalty, steadiness and courage. The de- 
tachment of the royal Newfoundland regiment 
behaved with great gallantry. Your Excellency 
will lament the loss of that active and intelligent 
officer, Captain Gray, acting as deputy quarter- 
master-general, who fell close to the enemy's 
work, while reconnoitring it, in the hope to dis- 
cover some opening to favour an assault. Com- 
modore Sir James Yeo conducted the fleet of 
boats in the attack, and, accompanying the 
advance of the troops, directed the co-operation 
of the gun-boats. I feel most grateful for your 
Excellency's kind consideration, in allowing your 
aide-de-camps, Majors Coote and Fulton, to ac- 
company me in the field, and to these officers for 
the able assistance they afforded me. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

EowAao Bavnks, 
Col. Glengarry Light Infantry commanding. 

To His Excellency Lieut. -Gen. 
Sir George Prevost, Bart., &c. 

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in an 
attack on Sackett's Harbour, on the 20th of 
May, 1813. 

I general staff, 8 sergeants, 44 rank and file, 
killed; S majors, 3 captains, 5 lieutenants, 1 
ensign, 7 sergeants, 2 drummers, 172 rank and 
file, 2 gunners, wounded; 2 captains, 1 ensign, 
13 rank and file, wounded and missing. 
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Hiad Sir Qeorge Prevost not proved his bravery 
in more than one field, his excess of prudence 
on this occasion, would almost warrant our 
giving a harsher appellation to his conduct, 
when we consider the insufiQcient causes which 
led to the precipitate abandonment of an en- 
terprise which had cost so much preparation 
and loss of life. Besides, what were the 
causes for a retreat? Sir George assigned as 
his reason, the want of co-operation between 
the fleet and army. The Americans ascribe 
it to fear of being surrounded by General 
Brown, who, they allege, adopted the following 
stratagem to deceive the British General. 
Silently passing through the wood which led 
towards the point of landing, he evinced an 
intention to gain the rear of the British force, 
to take possession of the boats, and efTcctually 
to cut off his retreat This convinced Sir 
George Prevost of the vast superiority of the 
American force, and induced him to give the 
order to retreat There is some probability 
in this, although Sir George does not assign it 
as one of his motives, for if with the enemy in 
flight before him, he thought the absence of 
the ships a sufiicient reason for his retreating 
in an opposite direction, the fear of being 
surrounded would have naturally added to his 
perplexity. Sir George^s whole conduct in 
this affair, resembles that of a school-boy who 
has committed an inroad on an orchard, 
and half - frightened at his temerity, and 
scared at the sound of his own footsteps, runs 
away without securing the fruit which he had 
gathered. Sir James Yeo was quite opposed 
to the abandonment of the enterprise, and 
Sir Gcorge*s conduct on the occasion gave rise 
to the animosity which afterwards existed 
between those officers. 

What say American historians on this sub- 
ject?* "lie relinquished the further prose- 
cution of an expedition, having for its primary 
object the capture and destruction of a post, 
the permanent possession of which only could 
give to the Americans any hope of a superior- 
ity on Lake Ontario; after having succeeded 
in his enterprise, in a degree which scarcely 
admits of being termed partial, and, through 
the predominance of his apprehension over 
his bravery and fore&ight, retired from the 
assault" The consequence which would have 

* Sketohei of the war. 



resulted had Sir George been bolder are thm 
set forth : " Its effects would have been Imig 
and deplorably felt by the American Govern- 
ment Immense quantities of naval and mili- 
tary stores, which had been from time to tima 
collected at that depot, the frames and tim- 
bers which had been prepared foe the con- 
struction of vessels of war, and the rigging 
and armaments which had been forwarded 
hither for their final equipment, as well as 
all the army clothing, camp equipage, provi- 
sions, ammunition, and implements of wai; 
which had been previously caplured from the 
enemy, would have fallen into his hands. The 
destruction of the batteries, the ships then 
on the stocks, the extensive cantonments, and 
the public arsenal, would have retarded the 
building of another naval force; and that 
which was already in the Lake in separate 
detachments, could have been intercepted in 
its attempt to return, and might have been 
captured in detail. The prize vessel which 
was then lying in harbor, and which had been 
taken by the Americans, and the two United 
States schooners, would have been certainly 
taken, and the whole energies of the American 
Government, added to their most vigorous 
and unwearied struggles, might never again 
have attained any prospect of an ascendancy 
on the Lake." 

After reading this, and reflecting on what 
was lost, an inquiry into the number of killed 
and wounded only places matters in, if po» 
sible, a worse position. "The loss," says 
James, " on this unfortunate expedition was 
fifty men killed and two hundred and eleven 
wounded." The Americans acknowledge to 
have had a loss of one ^hundred and fifty- 
seven. 

Great was the mortification of the people of 
Kingston, when, on the morning of the SOth, 
they saw the return of the fleet, with, instead 
of the whole garrison of Sacketfs Harbor and 
an immense amount of military and naval 
stores, about one hundred prisoners. Lend 
were the animadversions and most bitter the 
strictures It must not, however, be lost sight 
of that not the slightest attempt was made, 
during the investigation of the disgracefii 
failure, to throw the faintest imputation on 
the behaviour of the troops concerned in it 
We will conclude this part of our subject hy 
an extract from James, which, though perlisps 
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ntiier fimcifbl, is yet worthy of considentioD. 
^What should we haye gtined by even a 
temporary possessioa of Sackett^s Harbor. The 
American fleet, haying no port to which it 
eould retire, would haye been compelled to 
fight, and Sir James Yeo, haying the Pyhe to 
add to his squadron, or eyen without her as- 
sistance, would haye conquered with ease. The 
British Ontario fleet no longer wanted ; its 
officers, seamen, and stores would haye passed 
oyer to Lake Erie, and ayerted the calamities 
there ; that done, they would haye re- passed 
to Champlain, and prevented the Saranac, that 
flows into it, from becoming so famous. The 
least benefit of all would have been the saying 
to the nation of the incalculable sums expended 
in the building of ships, and the transportation 
of ordnance stores. Some will feel that the 
national pride would have been no loser, and 
able politicians could, perhaps, expatiate upon 
flity other advantages that would have accrued 
had we retained possession, oven for a few 
days, of Sackett's Harbor." 

Speculations of this kind are generally 
of very little use; still, when we look at 
the complaints that were then being loudly 
made, throughout the United States, of the 
enormous drain on the country^s resources, 
and the squandering ot the thewes and sinews 
of the population, it adds to the regret that a 
general^s timid and wavering conduct should 
haye omitted to inflict a blow, which must 
haye considerably increased the financial em- 
barrassments so complained of. Ingersol, on 
this subject writes — ** The British repulse at 
Sackott^s Harbor was the last American sue 
cess in 1813 on Lake Ontario or the St Law- 
rence, where the enemy's good fortune never 
afterwards fSuled, except in Ghauncey*s partial 
laccess on the Lake.*' After this admission, 
he proceeds : ** Border warfare, the worst of 
allf the most wasteful of men, money, and cha- 
racter, was our resort during two, for the most 
part disastrous, years. Nowhere in the 
world were such costly and fruitless hostilities 
as those carried on, over many hundreds of 
mfles, from the swamps and wildernesses of 
Michigan to the mountain gorges of Canada. 
We recruited armies to be wasted on the bor- 
ders of the Lakes, built and equipped fleets 
upon them, at monstrous expense, to wage 
•man border wars. The sum expended on 
buUdSng yeaaela ibr Lake Ontario was nearly 



two millions of dollars, that ezpendad on Lakes 
Erie and Champlain four hundred thousand 
more. The waste of money was enormous ; 
it was estimated that it cost a thousand dollars 
for every cannon conveyed to Sackett's Har- 
bor! The fiour for Harrison's army cost one 
hundred dollars per barrel The multiplied 
incidental but inevitable charges of travel over 
wild regions without roads required, amongst 
other things, thousands of pack horses, each 
of which could only carry half a barrel of pro- 
visions, and required to be attended by trains 
of other horses, with forage for those laden 
with provisions. The distances were hundreds 
of miles over trackless deserts. Few horses 
survived more than one trip; many sunk 
under one. Of four thousand post-horses to 
supply Harrison's small army, but eight hun- 
dred were alive after the winter of 1812-13. 
Large quantities of flour were buried in mud 
and snow, from inability to carry it any fur- 
ther; large quantities damaged when arrived 
at the place of destination. 

"Two-thirds of that deposited at Fort 
Meigs was spoiled and unfit for use. Fluctua- 
tions and increases of price were so great 
that many contractors were ruined, and it 
became necessary to purchase of other per- 
sons, when disappointed of regular supplies 
by the contractors. The waste of life in the 
American armies was also great from want of 
competent surgeons, instruments and medi- 
cines, and from the diseases caused by priva- 
tions in insalubrious regions.** 

When we remember how prone our neigh* 
bors were to look at the £ s. d. view of matters, 
and how ill a young country could afford 
to support an expensive war, we find fresh 
cause for regret in Sir Qeorge Prevost^s 
failure. Nothing would more surely have 
brought about a peace than the state of 
affairs recorded by Ingersol, a check had 
even been given to the national vanity by the 
capture of the Chesapeake^ and the salutary 
lesson taught that they were not yet masters 
of the sea, and had vigorous measures been 
taken in the present instance, the movements 
on the frontiers of Canada, would in all pro- 
bability, have dwindled down to mere petty 
skirmishes, until the Americans, wearied of 
hostilities resulting in nothing but loss of 
time and money, would have gladly made 
orertores for peace, eyen at the riik of com- 
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promisng Iheir new-fledged fanportence. We 
■re the more iaclined to hanrd thb uBertioo, 
ftom whftt kppewB to bare been the state of 
tbe American mnttj Kt that time. StagnatloQ 
Sn camps and garriams on frontiers, bred 
^seaae ; discoDtent and dcBertioDS, thinned the 
nombers and soured the tempers, and de- 
moralized both men and officers, !n ore 
place we find as man]' as fiix soldiers shot for 
tiesertion, and such diffienlties existed in 
procnring recruits, that " inveigling dis- 
ntisfied, worthless or intoxicated men to 
enlist, and then disciplining them hj cmcl 
And degrading corporal punishment, lashing 
them into good behaviour, was tho only 
method of marshalling and replenishing onr 
continuallj wasting armies."* Were our ob- 
Bervntions merelj gleaned from the writings 
of one part/, and that party opposed to the 
war, they would be as tittle worthy of at- 
tention as the mendacious columns put forth 
by tbe OoTernment organ (Nile's Weekly 
Register), but they are not taken from the 
mere ebullitions of party fceliog, but are the 
result of examination into Armstrong, the 
Secretary at War; Ingcrsol, who does not 
condemn the war, but only the mode in which 
it was carried on ; and many others. The dis- 
cosuons in some of the SUte legialntures 
(hmish additional proof that the American 
nation was beginning by this time to get 
heartily sick of the war. In short the more 
closely we examine the position of affairs, the 
deeper causcof regret do we find that General 
Brock's valuable life bod not been spared, or 
that at least his mantle hsd not fallen on the 
shoulders of either Sir George Prcvost or Sir 
Rc^or Sheaffo, to whose irresolution it may 
be ascribed, that a war begun with such 
rigour by General Brock should not hove 
been checked more speedily, ^^hen it was 
possible to act vigorously without departing 
from the spirit of the instructions emanating 
from the Home Government 
We left General Dearborn, in our 

chap I or, just as ho 
had dispatched Generals 
Chandler and Winder, 
with two brigades of infontry, a considerable 
body of cavalry, and a strong detachment of 
artillery in pursuit of General Vincent, who 
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bad by (hat (hne recdved Us relnfoi 

ras now encamped on Barlington HeigMKi 
Determined as was tbe attitude asnmted Ijgf 
General Vincent, his dtuation was, in reklitf, 
extremely critical Tork on one ride Hid 
Fort George on the other had fkllen, and wllb 
a powernil hostile fleet on tbe lake, be wwB 
left without resources should tho enemy ap- 
proach with sneh a superior force as not to 
warrant bis risking a battle. Again, did ens 
a faTorable opportunity (hr risking a contoit 
present itself, be had but ninety rounds <t 
ammunition per man, a quantity too smaU to 
admit of any very steady or prolonged cemw 
of action. 

On the evening of the 5th June, the Ameri- 
can army had reached Stony Creek, a pcrint 
bat a few miles from tho position held hf 
General Vincent, and as it was sunset, tfas 
Generals found it necessary to halt, and tiwjr 
proceeded to make the necessary dispotitkn 
of the troops, so as to pass tbe night in «alktj. 
The proper arrangements were aceordlr^f 
made, and the camp secured. Vincent, whoM 
critical situation we have Just noticed, noar 
saw that to retain his present posilion, ca 
which all his hopes of eventual success d»- 
pcndcd, he must, even with his small quantity 
of ammunition, risk another battle. WUh 
still uncertain as to the best course to b« 
adopted, be received intimation of bis advancci 
pickets having been driven in, and he A*- 
patched Lieutenant Colonel Harvey* to re> 
connoitra and t^e an accurate view of tilt 
enemy's position. Harvey soon ascertained 
that the enemy's camp guards were few aid 
negligent, that his line of encampment WM 
long and broken ; that his artillery was feeblj 
supported, and several of the corps placed tw 
far in tho rear to aid in repelling a blow, 
rapidly and vigorously struck at their Bntt, 
and reported the result of his obserraljons to 
General Vincent, accompanied with a propoad 
to hamrd a night attock. This Oenenil 
Vincent consented to, hoping to vSect by 
surprise, what (he small number of his fans 
and want of ammunition forbade him to ae- 
complisb in the open Geld. Tn pnrsoance of 
his, or rather. Col. Harvey's plan, be com- 
menced his roareh about midnight of the Btt 
June, with a force of seven hundred and (bar 
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wukmUklSk, We will now raqidre intotiie 
•feramth of theibroe that lay encamped at 
8I0117 Greek, under Qenerals Chandler and 
Winder. 

When Oen««l Dearborn first detennined 
en tiie ptirsalt of General Vincent, he had 
dbpatched General Winder with a single 
brigade. This officer, in the progress of his 
oarch, was not long in discoTering that the 
enemj^s force would require greater odds to 
Ofercome, and he accordingly decided on 
arwaiting, at Forty-mile Creek, the arrival of 
•odi reinforcements as, on a representation of 
Ihe cnrmnstances of the case, the general 
aright think proper to send to his aid. On 
Ihe 8rd Jane, Brigadier General Chandler 
broQght np a second brigade, thus accounting 
for the two brigades we haye already men- 
ttened. We will now pause to examine into 
the numerical strength of these two bodies. 

lliey consisted, according to James (who* 
however, confesses that the only assistance he 
eeuld procure from the American accounts 
WS8 the name of the regiments and corps), of 
the 5th, 18th, 14th, 16th, 22d, and 28d regi- 
Hientsofinfkntry, divided into two brigades. 
The strength of these brigades, if we take the 
lowest returns in an American work, was 
fourteen hundred and fifty each. Admitting 
Auit only half the artillery force fit)m Fort 
George was despatched, that would give four 
hundred more, (and this calculation is not un- 
l&ely, when we remember that General Win- 
der had sent for reinforcements, on the plea 
of his weakness.) Col. Bums' cavalry force was 
ascertained to be two hundred and fifty. We 
hare now two brigades of fourteen hundred 
and fifty each, with artillery and the cavalry, 
making in all, thirty-four hundred and fifty. 
Armstrong, in noticing Winder's pursuit 
■peaks of, first, one brigade eight hundred 
itrong, and then mentions the second, but 
without condescending to numbers, or taking 
BOtiee of the artillery or cavalry ; even thif, 
aOowing the strength of the second brigade to 
hare equalled the first, would give, including 
the cavalry and artillery, twenty-two hundred 
men. Ingersol states the force at thirteen 
hundred, but in such a confhsed manner as to 
render it difficult to determine whether the 
thirteen hundred men mentioned formed the 
whole body, or only the whole of Chandler's 
r^nlbroement Beit as it may, there ia every 



grocmd for assoming, even from theae atate- 
ments, imperfect aa they are, that the Ameil- 
can force encamped at Stony Creek, on tiio 
night of the Zth June, was not less thiii 
twenty-two hmidred to twenty-fire handvai 
strong. 

To retnni, however, to the attack which 
was led by Colonel Harvey in person. Tba 
first thing accomplished was the surprise and 
capture of every man of the American pickeli^ 
without giving the slightest alarm to the main 
body. This effected, the centre of the en- 
campment was attacked. We prefer, how- 
ever, giving General Vincent's official accooni^ 
as it is modestly written, although difiMnf 
somewhat from Ingersol's account, which on- 
blushingly states — ''The encampment waa 
confounded by a surprise, which, nevertko- 
less, the officers beat off, all behaving well, 
and many of the young officers displaying an 
ardor which only wanted occasion and goo4 
commanders." Armstrong, on this subjeet| 
writes : ** But little more mismanagement waa 
now wanting, to make the campaign of 1818, 
as much a subject of ridicule at home, and 
contempt abroad, as that of the preceding 
year, on the 6th of June, the day on wkkk 
Burnt wai flying when none purmedj an order 
was received from the comraander-in-chie( 
recalling, without loss of time, the whde 
army to Fort George, and virtually abandon- 
ing all the objects of the campaign ; nor wan 
even this ill-judged movement executed, witli- 
out a disorder which entailed upon it the Umb 
of twelve boats, principally laden with the 
baggage of the army." The Bums here nie»- 
tioned is the officer on whom devolved the 
command of the American army after the oa|»- 
ture of the two Generals, Winder and Chandlor. 

Is it probable that the Secretary at War 
would have expressed himself in such strong 
terms of condemnation had the " surprise" at 
Stony Creek been as trifling as Ingersol repre- 
sents f To return, however, to Gen. VincentYi 
official aooount : — 

Burlington-heights, head of Lake Ontario^ 

June 6th, 1813. 
Sir, — Having yesterday received infomuh 
tion of the enemy having advanced from the 
Forty-mile Creek, with a force consisting of 
8500, eight or nine field-pieces, and 250 caval- 
ry, for the avowed purpose of attacking the 
diviaiim under 017 command in tUa poaitiQi^ 
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and having soon afterwards received a report 
that he had passed the swamp, and driven in 
my advanced posts from Stonj Greek and 
Brady \ licutenant-coL Harvey, deputy-adju- 
tant-gcneral, immediately went forward with 
the liglit companies of thcking^s, and 49th re- 
giments ; and having advanced close to, and 
accurately ascertained, the cnemy^s position, 
aent back to propose to me a night attack on 
the camp. 

The enemy *s camp was distant about seven 
miles. About half-past eleven I moved for- 
ward with five companies of the 8th (or 
King's), and the 49th regiments, amounting to- 
gether to seven hundred and four firelocks ; 
lieutenant-colonel Harvey who conducted 
it with great regularity and judgement, 
galhmtly led on the attack. The enemy 
was completely surprised, and driven from 
his camp, afler having repeatedly formeii 
into different bodies, and been as often charg- 
ed by our brave troops, whose conduct, 
throughout this brilliant enterprise, was above 
all praise. The action terminated before day 
light, when three guns and one brass how- 
itzer, with three tumbrils ; two brigadier-ge- 
nerals. Chandler and Winder, first and second 
in command, and upwards of 100 officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, re- 
mained in our hands. 

Not conceiving it prudent to expose our 
small force to the view of the enemy, who, 
though routed, and dispersed, was still for- 
midable as to numbers and position, he hav- 
ing fled to the surrounding heights, and hav- 
ing still four or five guns, the troops were 
put in motion at day-break and marched 
back to their cantonments. After we had 
retired and it became broad day, the enemy 
Tenturcd to re-occupy his camp, only, how- 
ever, for the purpose of destroying his in- 
cumbrances, such as blankets, carriages, pro- 
visions, spare arms, ammunition, &c; after 
which, he commenced a precipitate retreat 
towards the Forty-mile Creek, where he ef- 
fected a junction with a body of 2000 men, 
who were on their march from (Tiagara to re- 
inforce him. 

I cannot conclude this despatch without 
calling your excellency's attention to the fol- 
lowing officers : — 

To lieutenant-coL Harvey, the deputy-ad- 
jntant general* my obligations are particularly 



due. Prom the first moment the enemy^ 
approach was known, he watched his moYi^ 
ments, and afforded me the earliest mformft- 
tion. To him, indeed, I am indebted fiir 
the suggestion and plan of operation ; nothing 
could be more clear than his arrangementa^ 
nor more completely successful in the result. 
The conduct of major Plenderleath, who com- 
manded the 49th regiment was very conspie- 
uous. By his decision and prompt efTort^ 
the surprize of the enemy^s camp was com* 
picted, and all his efiorts to make a stand 
were rendered ineffectual by the bayoneti 
which overthrew all opposition. A party of 
the 49th, with major Plenderleath at their 
head, gallantly charged some of the enemy's 
field-pieces, and brought off two six-pound- 
ers. 

Major Ogilvie led on, in the most gallant 
manner, the five companies of the King^s r^ 
giment; and whilst one-half of that highly 
disciplined and distinguished corps supported 
the 49th regiment, the other part moved to 
the right, and attacked the enemy^s left flank, 
which decided our midnight contest 

I have also received the greatest assistance 
from major Glcgg, brigade-major to the forces^ 
and beg leave to mention the names of cap- 
tains M*Dowal and Milnes, your excellency's 
aides-de-camp, who accompanied me to the 
attack, and upon all occasions have volunteer- 
ed their services. I have likewise to acknow- 
ledge the assistance of captain Chambers^ of 
the 41st regiment, who had arrived some 
days before from Amhcrstburgh ; and Mr. 
Brook, pay-master of the 49th, who ftg«fifftf^ 
me as acting aide-de-camp. 

To Mr. Hackett, acting-staff-surgeon to this 
army, I feel particularly indebted, for his ju- 
dicious arrangements, by which the wounded 
have received every attention, and are most 
of them likely to bo restored to the service. 

It would be an act of injustice, were I to 
admit assuring your excellency, that gallantly 
and discipline were never more conspicuous 
than during our late short service ; and I feel 
the greatest satisfaction in assuring you, that 
every officer and individual seemed anxious 
to rival each other in his efforts to sup- 
port the honor of His Majesty's arms, and 
to maintain the high character of British 
troops. 

X b^ leave to rtfer your ezcdlency to the 
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inclofed reports for particulars respecting our 
l08fl| which, I regret, has been voiy severe. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
John Yinceht, 
Brigadier-gen*L 
General return of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, in action with the enemj near the 
head of Lake Ontario, June Cth, 1818. 
Total; 1 lieutenant, 3 Serjeants, 19 rank 
and file, killed ; 2 majors, 5 captains, 2 lieu- 
tenants, 1 ensign, 1 ac^utant, 1 fort-major, 9 
Serjeants, 2 drummers, 113 rank and file, 
wounded ; M scij cants, 52 rank and file miss- 
ing. 

General Dcarbom*s official letter is even 
more absurd than Ingersors remarks ; and it 
18 impossible to reconcile the policy ho adopted 
immediately afterwards with the contents of 
Mb despatch. It will be seen by this docu- 
ment, which follows, that he almost claims a 
victory: 

**! have received an express from the head 
of the Lake this evening, with intelligence 
that our troops, commanded by Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Chandler, were attacked at two o*clock 
this morning by the whole of the British and 
Indian force ; and by some strange fatality, 
though our loss was but small (not exceeding 
thirty), and the enemy completely routed and 
driven from the field, both Brigadiers Chand- 
ler and Winder were taken prisoners. They 
had advanced to ascertain the position of a 
company of artillery, when the attack com- 
menced. General Vincent is reported to be 
amongst the killed of the enemy. Col. Clarke 
WB8 mortally wounded, and fell into our hands, 
with fifty prisoners of the 49th British regi- 
ment The whole loss of the enemy is two 
hundred and fifty. They sent in a flag, with 
a request to bury their dead. General Lewis, 
accompanied by Brigadier-General Boyd, goes 
on to take command of the advanced troops.** 
An analysis of this letter will be interesting 
and really so curious a document deserves the 
trouble, as it is but seldom that an official 
paper, written with such an utter disregard of 
tmth, can be found. ** The whole of the Brit- 
ish and Indian force." The Secretary at War, 
at least, was not deceived by General Dear- 
bom's letter, for, in his remarks, he speaks of 
the British force as ** seven hundred combat- 
ft&ts." 
In the next place, as to the Indiana, there 



were not altogether more than thirty, and 
these were at Burlington Heights, where they 
remained General Dearborn's allusion to 
them was, however, a sufficient foundation on 
which Mr. O'Connor, in his history, has con- 
structed a very imposing passage. "The 
army, on this occasion, has proved its firm- 
ness and bravery, by keeping its position in a 
night attack, in which the yells of the Indians 
mingled with the roaring of the cannon and 
musketry, were calculated to intimidate." To 
resume our analysis. General Dearborn pro- 
nounces " the enemy completely routed and 
driven from the field," and yet practically 
contradicts his own statements by immediately 
afler retiring from before a " routed enemy " 
again — so far from the British sending in a 
flag of truce " to bury the dead," the Ameri- 
cans retired,* and left their oxen dead to he 
buried by the British. Lastly, although 
General Vincent was killed by Dearborn over 
night, he had sufficiently recovered from the 
shock which he must have experienced at 
hearing of his own death, to entertain the 
two American generals, at dinner, next day, 
and to inform them of the capture of four of their 
guns and one hundred and twenty men, a 
point on which General Dearborn and others 

* One of the American accounts of the Stony 
Creek business contains the following statement: 
** Captain Manners, of that regiment, (the 49th) 
was taken in his bed by lieutenant Riddle ; who, 
from a principle of humanity, put him on his 
parole, on condition of his not serving the enemy, 
until he should be exchanged. An engagement 
which that officer violated, by appearing in arms 
against the American troops, immediately after 
the recovery of his health.** This is a serioiis 
charge agaicst a brave officer, now living. Thus 
it is answered. Close to captain Manners, on the 
field, lay a captain Mills, of the American army, 
still more severely wounded. The two officers 
agreed, and mutually pledged their honors, that, 
no matter by which party captured, they should 
be considered as exchanged and at liberty to 
serve again. Lieutenant Riddle soon afterwards 
came up ; and, although he could not stay to 
bring away even his friend, exacted a parole 
from captain Manners. When the American 
army subsequently fled, the two officers were 
found by the British. The instant captain MiUa 
recovered from his wounds, he was sent by a 
flog to the American lines ; and captain Mannere 
became of coarse, exonerated from his parole. 
That an American editor should give insertion to 
any story, reflecting upon a British officer, is not 
at all strange. But it is so, that an American 
officer should have allowed three editions of 1&, 
Thompson's book to pass, every one contaliung 
•0 scaodalooa a paragraph, 
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hsfe thought it proper to obsenre a Jadidous 
iOence. 

Armstrong, m his strictures on this affiur, 
declares that the position of the American 
alrmy, on the morning of the 6th, was not 
lach as to render a retreat, either necessary 
dr expedient, and blames General Dearborn 
rety severely for withdrawing the troops to 
FOrt George. Gould any credit be attached 
to the American accounts of the events that 
transpired between the 5th and 10th of June! 
Hits condemnation could not be wondered at, 
but there is such a discrepance between their 
Barrations and the British versions, as almost 
to induce the belief of his having been in some 
measure misled by the garbled accounts trans' 
mitted to him, and that, in consequence, he 
condemned the American general for retiring 
without sufficient cause. 

Now, when we consult Ghristie and James, 
it will be seen that, to a man of General Dear 
bom*s habits, there was really one, though an 
insufficient cause for his prudence. It was 
the appearance of the British fleet, off the 
coast, that induced Dearborn, under the ap- 
prehension that a serious attack was medita- 
ted on fort George, to direct the immediate 
return of his troops to that point James 
lays, " On the Srd of June, Sir James Yeo, 
with his squadron, on board of which he had 
Bome clothing and provisions, and about two 
hundred and eighty of the 8th regiment, for 
Ifiyor-General Vincent, sailed from Kingston 
to co-operate with that officer, as well as, by 
intercepting the enemy's supplies, and other- 
wise annoying him, to provoke Commodore 
Ohauncey to reappear on the lake." At day- 
light, on the morning of the 8th, Sir James 
found himself close to General Lewis* oamp, 
At the Forty-mile Creek. It being calm, the 
larger vessels could not get in, but the Beres- 
Jbrd and Sdiney Smith schooners, and one or 
two gun-boats, succeeded in approaching with- 
in range of the American batteries. Four 
pieces of artillery were brought down to the 
beach ; and in less than half an hour a tempo- 
rary furnace for heating shot was in opera- 
tion."* Whatever effect the American guns, 
wilii their heated shot might have had on the 

^Sketches of the War. Notioes of the War in which 
ifc ii stated— *' But a few dischargea of hot shot toon 
eonvinood the British comnuuidorSp that the experi- 
Bcnt wia not likely to turn out adrantaffeoiiilj* 



British fleets it did not prevent Generd Leivh 
from breaking up his camp and retreating tl» 
Fort George, despatching his camp, equipage 
and baggage in batteaux to the fort Tbt 
fate of these batteaux was soon decided ; 
twelve of them, with their contents, were ci^* 
tured by the Beretfard^ and the remaining ftfe 
were driven on shore, where they were afaen- 
doned by their crews. Sir James Yeo, in 
order to carry out the instructions he haii^ 
by this time, received IVom General Ylnceiit^ 
landed the detachment of the 8th, juMt 
Mi^or Evans, and this corps, joined by Ute 
flank companies of. the 49th and one battalkH 
company of the 41st, which had arrived 
the Heights, now mustering four hundred 
fifty rank and file, entered the deserted 
erican camp, where they found five hundked 
tents, one hundred stand of arms, one btts- 
dred and forty barrels of flour, and aboil 
seventy wounded, whom they made prieoiMRi 
Not one syallable of all this appears in any 
of the American accounts. It Is not, therelbM^ 
to be wondered at, that General ArmatroQg 
was at a loss to account for Dearbom^s pmd^ 
pftate withdrawal of his troops. 

If the hopes and expectations of the QMoik 
» 1. « ... Tx At Washington had been 

Sesult of the Dear- ® • ■_!. 

bom and Chaimc^y raised, to any very Ugh 
"""^e^^^ pit^lj l,y anticipaloij 

sketches of what was to be effected, by the 
combined attacks of the army and fleeti the 
actual results fell very far short of tfai 
promises held out by the general and thi 
naval commander. The western peninsnlailt 
was confidently anticipated, was to have beiefe 
occupied, leaving the troops time and opp<K^ 
tunity to attack in detail Kingston, Montreil^ 
and Quebec Instead of this state of affaiiii 
what was the actual position of the Americili 
troops and fleet at this time ? 

Two demonstrations had been made, one ik 
York, the other at Fort George : in the fM 
instance, some munitions of war had bceh 
captured, but then, this had just been deaCroj* 
ed at SacketCs Ilarbour — so nothing hid 
been gained there ; in the second Instance an 
untenable fort had been taken possession eC 
These exploits had cost, besides, much tiOi 
and men, and money, but had not^ In realltf, 
advanced the plan of the campaign one i(i(^ 
Ghauncey had accomplished nothing, and 
was now at Sackett*s Harbour, and Deuinn 
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Unielf wUi through tbe tactics of Colonel 
Binhopp and Qeu, Vincent, confined to the 
pmdocts of Fort George, which,from a fortress, 
had been now Yirtuallj reduced to a prison, 
vilh linut% little, if at all exceeding the 
nnge of its cannon. To account for a state 
of things so unexpected, and, considering the 
itoder means of defence possessed by the 
British, so unhoped for, we must look for 
other causes than the mere valour of the 
British r^^Iars or Canadian militia, as how- 
ever gallant their conduct might have been in 
Che field, however patient their behaviour 
dnring the hardships and privations of the 
aunpaign, still the odds brought against them 
had been so overwhelming as properly directed 
to have swept away all opposition. We do 
BOi^ by any means, desire to deprive the 
British or Canadian soldier of one particle of 
iMmor and praise to which he is so justly 
entitled ; we only desire to observe that it was 
a most fortunate train of events that gave to 
the Americans a succesnon of leaders whose 
incapacity neutralized, in a great measure, 
their numerical superiority. Whatever Gen. 
Dearborn might have been, it is very evident 
that he was at this time quite unfit for the 
harrassing duties which had devolved upon 
him. A few extracts will shew tins. In a letter 
of the 4th June, he says, " I am still very 
fteble, and gain strength very slowly." June 
8ib. *' My ill-state of health rendes it extremely 
painful to attend to current duties, and unless 
It improves soon, I fear 1 shall be compelled 
to retire to some place where my mind may 
be more at ease.** This state of health will 
account satisfactorily for the desponding tone 
of his despatch of 20th June, a short time 
before his recall from the command of the 
district "From resignations, sicknesss, and 
other causes, the number of regimental ofiQcers 
prasent and fit for duty is flu: below what the 
'Mrrice requires. A considerable portion of 
the army being new recruits, and the weather 
being un&vourable ta health, the side have 
become so numerous, in addition to the 
wonnded, as to reduce the effective force far 
below what could have been contemplated, 
ne enemy have been reinforced with about 
fife hundred men of the 104th regiment, 
whence I conclude that he will endeavour to 
k^ep up Bnch a plan, at, and near the head of 
ttii Iak% as will prevent ai^ part of ov Anoa 



in this quarter fit>m joining, or proceeding U 
Saehetfi Harbour to attach KingBton; and 
such i^ the state of the roads in this flat 
country, in consequence of continual rain, aa 
to render any operations against the enemy 
extremely difficult, without the aid of a fleet fSwr 
the transportation of provisions, ammunition 
and other necessary supplies. The enemy 
would probably retreat on our approach, and 
keep out of our reach, being covered by one 
or more armed vessels. The whole of these 
cmbarrassmenta have resulted from a tempo- 
rary loss of the command of the lake.** The 
poor old general was plainly very willing to 
find some cause on which to saddle the eflfoct 
produced by his infirmities, and after reading 
the account of the two fresh disasters which 
now befell him, the reader will not be sar- 
prised to find that an order was issued on the 
Cth July, recalling him from the command of 
the district; and enjoining on his successor 
"not to prosecute any offensive operati<m, 
until our ascendancy on the lake was re-estab- 
lished.*** Before closing this subject it maj 
be as well to remind the reader that, at the 
very time General Dearborn was enumerating 
the addition of five hundred men to Grenend 
yincent*s force as a reason for abandoning hia 
plans, he had under his command, at Fort 
George alone, double the number of regular 
troops in all Western Canada. Had we not| 
in our enumeration of his force already shown 
this, we have a proof of it in Ingersoll*8 ad- 
mission. Alluding to Dearbom*s recall, he 
says, " Irfore Wilkinson took the command, 
our forces in Canada, about^bur ihoumt^ 
strong, were shut up in Fort George.** At 
this very time Proctor and yinccnt*s foroea^ 
united would not have made up an effective 
body of two thousand men. And, if we turn 
to the other end of the lake, we will find the 
garrisons and other posta equally deficient in 
point of numbers. What says Armstrong on 
this head! "1st Prevost, on his arrival at 
Prescott, borrowed from that part an escort 
of soldiers to prevent his being captured on 
his way to Kingston — a fact utterly incon- 
sistent with the report of his having brought 
with him large detachmento from Quebec and 
Montreal 2nd. That Proctor, Barclay, Yin- 

*Thia Aet of eiecntive anthorltji; originated with 
that portloii of the Home of Bc pw ie nt a tt fea 
aettfe aqd lateMUal in iunportini the 
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cent and SheafiTc, so for from being in a 
condition to yield any aid to the attack on 
Sackctt's Harbour, were themselves in great 
want of reinforcements — Proctor postponing 
on that account, an attack which he had been 
ordered to make on Perry*s fleet, then fitting 
out 3rd. That^ when late in the month of 
May, the British commander-in-chief (induced 
by the continued absence of the American 
fleet and army at the head of the lake) made 
an attack on Sackett^s Harbour, he was un- 
able to bring against that post more than 
seven hundred combatants, conduct utterly 
unaccountable in an old soldier, having at his 
disposition a force of either* six or eight thou- 
sand men. 4th. That the maximum of the 
British force at Kingston, in 1813, was one 
thousand men.f And lastly, that Sheaflc*s 
papers, taken at York, and examined by Col. 
Connor, aide-de-camp to General Dearborn, 
'showed satisfactorily that the garrison at 
Kingston, during the winter and spring of 
1818, was ueakf and much below the force 
necessary for its defence.* ** 

These remarks of Annstrong will serve as 
a proof of our assertion, that had the Ameri- 
cans been well officered, or had the war been 
80 popular as to have admitted of the choice 
of generals, from other parties besides the 
one with whom "war measures" had been 
the ruling policy, their numbers were on all 
occasions so overwhelmingly superior as to 
h&Yo precluded the hope of any successful 
opposition, however gallant might have been 
the behaviour of the regulars, however deter- 
mined might have been the militia to die in 
defence of their hearths and homes, or had 
even every soldier,regular or militia, possessed 
individually the energy or spirit of the 
lamented Brock. 

As soon as General Vincent had, by his re- 
AflUr at the Beaver inforcements, and the 
^^•™* successful issue of the 

night attack at Stony Creek, been relieved 
from the embarrassing situation in which ho 
had been placed, he actively recommenced 
ofTensivc measures, placing the right division 
of his little force under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Bisshopp, who pushed forward 
detachments, and took up two positions. 



commanding the cross roads at the Ten-mite 
Creek and the Beaver Dam. It was so amnged 
by preconcerted signals, that their statiou 
could readily support each other. Dearborn 
flnding that these manoeuvres had very mft- 
terially circumscribed the range of his troops, 
who were now compelled to live on their own 
resources, determined to check farther en- 
croachments on his ease, and despatched 
Lieutenant Colonel Boerstlcr, with a detach- 
ment of nearly seven hundred men, from 
Fort George, to attack and disperse that por- 
tion of Col. BisshoppV command which had 
taken up their position in a stone house near 
the Beaver Dam. This detachment consisted 
of thirty men of the one-hundred-and-fourtb, 
and were in communication with a party of 
Indians, who, under the command of Captain 
Kerr, and about two hundred strong, occupied 
the woods. Col. Boerstlcr in his'march came 
unexpectedly on this body of Indians, wbo^ 
lining the woods, their numbers partially con- 
cealed by the cover, immediately attacked 
him. The thirty men of the 101th soon came 
to the assistance of Captain Kerr, and a 
warm skirmish ensued, which had lasted for 
about two hours, when Col. Boerstlcr dreading 
an ambuscade, commenced a retreat towards 
Lundy's Lane, but was immediately attacked 
from the wood by a small body of about 
twenty militia, under Col. Thomas Clark, who, 
accidentally passing, had been attracted by 
the firing. Col. Boerstlcr now began to think 
that matters looked serious, but instead of 
retreating as fast as he could, he sent for re- 
inforcements to Fort George, sixteen miles dis- 
tant. 

While waiting for the arrival of these, and 
making good his position, Lieutenant Fitzgib- 
bon, of the 49th, arrived on the field (if we maj 
apply that expression to a bcechwood), andafter 
reconnoitring, and hearing that reinforcements 
had been sent for, this officer determined on * 
the bold step of summoning the Americans to 
surrender.'" This proposal, doubtless Jtarj 



• Afl stated by DeorbonL 

tA fiict {wccrtunud by General Brown durins the 
; and, aubnequcntly, on a vMt to that place 



* The circnnistances connected with the afiair al 
the Beaver Dam, where CoL Fitzgibbon (then 
Lieut. Fitzgibbon) gained so much praise Cor 
the victory achieved by him over the Ame- 
ricans, was owing to information which Mnu 
Secord, the widow of James Secord, Esq., de- 
ceased, formerly of Quecnston, who was wounded 
at the battle of that place (18th October, 181t)b 
obtained from private souzoea of the intsn- 
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much to Lieut Fitzgiobon's surprise, Col. 
Boeratler, seeing no prospect of escaping or 
SftTing his wounded, who were bj this time 
pretty numerous, consented to, and terms of 
capitulation were forthwith agreed on. 

Just as these were being drawn up, Major 
de Harcn, who had been sent for bj Lieute- 
nant Fitzgibbon, arrived, bringing with him 
about two hundred and twenty men. This 
body came up in time to secure the prisoners, 
but not sufficiently so to save Col. Bccrstlcr 
the di:jgracc of having surrendered to a body, 
which, with the two hundred Indians, did not 
half equal that under his command. 

Particulars of the capitulation made between 

Caintulation of Colnnol Captain McDowell, on 
BcurstliT Mid five hun- xi ^ ^^^^ ^|. ▼: ..* ^'*^^ 
drvd ami forty^iio ">« part of Lii?ut.-Col 

American troops. liojrstler, of the United 

States* army, and Major De Uaren, of His 
Britannic Majesty's Canadian regiment, on 
the part of Lieutenant Colonel Bisshopp, com- 
manding the advance of the British, respecting 
the force under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Boerstler. 

Article I. That Lieut -Col. Boerstler, and 
the force under his command, shall surrender 
prisoners of war. 

tioD of the American troops to surround and take 
Fitzgibbon and party, which con-<iHtcd at that time 
of a detachment of the 49th r^^giment, pomc few 
Bilitia, and a small body of Indians, tooppo!>e some 
600 of the American infantry and a detachment of 
■ome 60 of mounted American dragoons. The 
diificulty of reaching Lieut Fitzgibbon's post is thus 
related in Mrs. Secord's own words: — **I shall 
oommenco at the battle of Qucenston, where I was 
at the time the cannon balls wore flying around 
me in every direction. I left the place during the 
engagement. After the battle I returned to 
Queenston, and then found that my husband had 
been wounded ; my house plundered and property 
destroyed. It was while the Americans had posses- 
iiou of the frontier, that I learned the plans of the 
American commander, and determined to put the 
British troops under Fitzgibbon in possession of 
them, and, if possible, to save the Briti^sh troops 
from capture, or, perhaps, total destruction. In 
doing so, I found I should have great difficulty 
In getting through the American guards, which 
were out ten miles in the country. Determined 
to persevere, however, I left early in the morn- 
ing, walked nineteen miles in the month of June, 
over a rough and difficult part of the country, 
when I came to afield belonging to a Mr. Decamp, 
io the neighborhood of the Beaver Dam. By 
this time daylight had left me. Here I found all 
the Indians encamped ; by moonlight the scene 
was terrifying, and to those accustomed to such 
•ceoes, might be considered grand. Upon ad- 
vancing to the Indians they dl rose, and, with 
lOBM jellS| laid "Woman," which made mo 



Article IT. That the officers shall retain 
their arms, horses, and baggage. 

Article III. That the non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers shall lay down their arms 
at the head of the British coluum, and shall 
become prisoners of war. 

Artile IV. That the militia and volunteers, 

with Lieutenant Colonel Bcorstlcr, shall be 

permitted to return to the United States on 

parole. 

Andrew M*Dowell, 
CapL of the U. S. Light Artillery. 
Acceded to and signed, P. G. li<ERSTLEii, 
Lieut.-Col. commanding deiachiiicnt 

United States* Army. 
P. V. DeHaken, 
Major, Cana'.Iian regiment. 

tremble. I cannot oxpresi the awful feeling it 
gave me; but I did not lose my presence of 
mind. I was detenninod to pen^evere. I went 
up to one of the chicts^, made him undori»t«ind that 
I had great news for Capt. Fitzgibbon, and that 
ho must let me pass to his camp, or that he and 
his party would be all taken. The chief at first 
objiicted to let me pass, but finally consented, 
after some hesitation, to go with me and accom- 
pany me to Fitzgibbon'd station, which was at the 
Heaver Dam, where I had an interview with him. 
I then told him what I had conic fur, and what I 
had heard — that the Americans intended to make 
an attack upon the troops under his command, 
and would, from their superior numbers, capture 
them all. Benefitting by this informalion, Capt. 
Fitzgibbon formed his plans accordingly, and cap- 
tured about five hundred American infantry, 
about fifty mounted dragoons, and a fiel 1-piece or 
two was taken from the enemy. I leiurned home 
next (lay, exhausted and fatigued. I um now ad- 
vanced in years, and when I look back I wonder 
how I could have gone through so much fatigue, 
with the fortitude to accomplish it. 

{Certijicate.) 
I do hereby certify that Mrs. Sccord, the wife 
of James Secord, of Chippewa, Ksq., did, in the 
month of June, 1813, walk from her house in the 
village of St. Davids to Decamp's house in Thorold, 
by a circuitous route of about twenty miles, partly 
through the woods, to acquauit me that the enemy 
intended to attempt by surprise to capture a de« 
tachment of the 49th regiment, then under my 
command, she having obtained such knowledge 
from good authority, as the event proved. Mrs. 
Secord was a person of slight and delicate frame, 
and made the effort in weather exceSj«ively warm, 
and I dreaded at the time that she must suffer in 
health in consequence of fatigue and anxiety, she 
having been exposed to danger from the enemy, 
through whose line of communication she had to 
pass. The attempt was made on my detachment, by 
the enemy and his detachment, consisting of up* 
wards of 600 men, with a field-piece, and fif^y 
dragoons were captured in consequence. I write 
this certificate in a moment of much hurry and 
from memory, and it is therefore thus brief. 
(Signed) James Fitzgibbon, 

Formerly Lieutenant in the 49th Regt 
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turn to Fort '^rorge. 



I General DoarUom heard of 
„^„ UcDTgtlcr'a critical situa 
lion, he diiipatched Col. 
Christie with a reinforce- 
meat of three hondred men. The detitchment 
marcticd as far aa Queenalon, where, hearing 
ofBterBller's surrender, CoL Chrintie returned 
lo the camp. 

Congress had been in Ecsaion about a 
month when the intclli- 
Froondinn In Con- ,... n ■ u 

p^ oil ntApt or new* gence of this ROkir rcacb- 
orB»rrtl.r'»,.«mndBr. ^ Waahingon, and il 
Berred as a sort of climax to Ibo conlinual 
tidiogB of mismaDagement and mUforiune. 
logersot sajB, "after a short communion of 
regret and impatience in the House of Bcpre- 
■entalivea with the Speaker and General 
Kingold, I was deputed to wait on the Presi- 
dent, and request General Dearborn's rcmoTal 
from a command which so fat bad been thus 
unfortunate." This remonstrance had the 
deBired elTect, and, as we have ah-cady seen, 
Dearborn was recalled, and, according to 
Ingersol, " the northern arm; was relieved of 
» veteran leader, whose age and ill-henllh, 
(whatever previooa militar; reputation he 
might have acquired bj diatinguishcd service, 
bravery, and activity in the war of the Revolu- 
tion) disqualified bim for active and enterpriang 
services, hut in hiaaucceasor, Gen. Wilkinson, 
did not get a younger, healthier, or more 
competent commander. 

From the date of Bcarstler's surrender to 
tbe end of June, no movements of any im- 
portance took place in the Niagara district, 
tiie Itritish forces gradually closing round 
Fort George, and watching carefully the Ame- 
riom army, who still occupied that position. 
A negative good was, however, thus eifccted, 
as the aervtccs of fully four tbouaand men 
were lost to the country, while the expenae 
and labour of aupplying so large a body were 
daily becoming more felt, and increased the 
feelings of disaalisfaction entertained hy the 
more sensible and reflecting portion of the 
Union. Two expeditions were undertaken 
early in July, the result of which proved the 
benefit derived from keeping the American 
armycoopcd upatFort George. 



^ . » .... J. The 6rtt expeditioD «■• 
Col. CUrk^ eiMdl- , , "^ , , , 

tion igai^ >urt undertaken by lAtm^ 

aehUawr. ^,^^ ^^^^ p,^^ ^^ ^^ 

Canadian UiIitia,on tbonightof the4tb Jolf 
— Col Clark's party crossed over, fix>m Chi^ 
pewa to Fort Schloaser, and eacceeded in 
capturing the guard stationed there, briiigiii( 
with them, as the fruitB of their enterpriae, m 
large quantity of proviaiona, one braas goa 
(a six-pounder), besides several stand of ansa, 
with much ammunition 1 This afiur waa bM 
triBing, still it aervea to ahow the seal of thm 
militia, while tbe toss of the prorisiooi waa » 
serious blow to tbe enemy. The aaeetm 
which attended CoL Clark's exploit determifr 
ed CoL Bisahopp to put in execution the plans 
he had formed i^nst the Important post at 
BUckRock. On the lltb July, therelbnb 
„,„, ^ , he crossed orer at dn^ 

Col.BiMhopp's Pipe- , , .,. _. , 

diiidu ^idiut BUsk break With a party m 
^^^- two hundred and fiaty 

men, con»sting of militia, and drafts from Om 
8tb, 4lEt and 491b regiments. The surpriH 
of the enemy waa complete, and theblack- 
houLea, atores, barracks, dock-yard and OM 
vessel were deatroycd, or secured within &■ 
Canadian line& Ingcrsol, in nolidng thii^ b 
not very compIimeDtary to his countiTiiM^ 
" There was a militia force more than m^ 
cient to repel this daring invasion ; bat tiMff- 
ran away without resisting it I* Unfortfr 
nately in his anxiety to secure as moch M 
possible of the captured stores, CoL Biaahoff 
delayed his return longer than prudence wv- 
ranted, and afforded time for the Amerims 
to recover from their surprise and conateniB* 
lion. When retiring to their boats the Bri: 
tish were attacked by a strong body of Am»- 
rican regulars, militia, and »i>im /n^JMi^ 
whom General Porter had collected, and Om 
conflequenGe was, that a heavy loss wti aft" 
rienced tiefore the retreat could be effected— 
amongst the number of those who died fras 
their wounds, waa tbe gallant oommandK 
himself, a most promising young offlocr, it 
hut twenty-seven years old. 



* An cSBct of thi Butem doctrine (on the m 
id rhuvctdr of the w). indiutrioodj dnmlalid 
IB Northeiu uid We*l«ni frwitiw* at H«W Tal 
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Cul Clark's letter, taken in connection with 

our previous remarks, 
Col.CkTk*.!ctter. ^^,j,i g^ow the loss of 

€0 many stores actually necessary to the 
vitality of the American army,* as must have 
conwdcrably addetl to the perplexities of the 
war party at Washington, increasing, as it did, 
the drainaj^ on the resources of a young 
country, with a public chest by no means 
overflowing, and a commerce as cfTcctually 
suspended as if their whole mercantile marine 
had been swept away. Nearly one thousand. 
American merchant vessels had been (we 
thank Ingersol for this information) taken and 
condomned by the British. Of one hundred 
thousand and more American seamen, regis- 
tered at the Custom-house in 1812, a large 
portion of them were thrown out of employ- 
ment by the war, to remain idle, discontented, 
and mischievous, unless they could obtain 
employment in privateers. Ingci*sol makes a 
curious commentary on the avidity with 
which the Americans seized on and followed 
up this trade. Wo call it truth^ and an in- 
quiry into the character of the parties by 



Chippewa, 
July 12th, 1813. 

•S[Rj — I have the honor to report to you, for 
the Intorniiitioii of Major.j;cncral do Uottonburg, 
that the detachment under the command of Lieu- 
Cenani-eolouel Bi^hopp, consisting of a detacli- 
ment of royal artillery, under Lieutenant Arm- 
strong, forty of the King's regiment, under Lieu- 
tenant BuRitow, one hun Irod of the 4l8t, under ! 
Gaptam Saunders, forty of tlii> 49th, umlur Lieu- j 
tenant Fitx-Gibbon, and about furty of the ivA | 
ttid Srd Lincoln Militia, embarked at two o'clock 
OQ the morning of the 1 1th iustimC, to atuck the 
aoemy^s batteries at Black Hock. 

The deuchment landed half an hour before 
day-light, with«>ut being perceived, and immedi- 
ately proceeded to atUck the batteries, which 
they carried with little opposition; the enemy 
heard the firing at their advanced posts, and im- 
mediately retreated with great precipitation to 
Buffotow 

The bkxsk-houses, barracks, and navy-yard, 
with one large schooner, were burnt ; and such 
of the public stores as could be got off were token 
poaseaaion of, and carried across the river by the 
troops. Before the whole of the stores were 
taken away, ^e enemy advanced, having been 
rdnforced by a considerable body of Indians, 
whom they posted in the woods on their flanks 
and in their advance; they were gallantly op- 
posed by the whole of the troops; but finding 
the Indians could not be driven from the a^'oi^' 
ing woods without our sustaining a very great 
i:ii| it wai deemed prudent to retreat to the 

13 



whom the privateers were, for the most par^ 
fitted out, will abundantly jirovc that it was 
a speculation for iiulividuul gain, and not as 
an injury inflicted on a national enemy, that 
the fleet whicli, according to Nile's Register, 
inflicted such fatal injuries on British com- 
merce, wan C(|uipped. Speaking of his coun- 
trymen, Ingorsol remarks — " This has always 
been, and will Ih\ not only a maritime but a 
privateering people. 'I heir /rceihm and their 
€Hta'pri*e^ which is the oflspring of their 
freedom, and their habit of doing many things 
individually, which in other countries are 
done exclusively by Government, must always 
render (mark the delicacy with which he 
names the trade) »ca tolnnUerB a numerous 
and powerful force." We presume that thee, 
as now, the sam-j marauding and rapublican 
carelessness of law and public opinion pre- 
vailed. We sav "as now," for have we not 
seen within the last two years a most flagrant 
instance of this buccaneering propensity in the 
expedition again.^t Cuba ? To return, however, 
to our h'ubject (the descent on Black liock) 



boats, and the troops re-crossed che river under 
a heavy fire. 

I am extremely sorry to add, Lioutcnant-coKi- 
nel Bisshupp fell, severely wounded, on our r(^- 
treut to the boats; fortunately the detachment 
did not suffer from it, everything; having been 
arranged and completed previous to his recefv^ 
ing his wounds. 

Enclo»j<l are the returns of killed, wounded, 
and missing, wiUi the exception of those of the 
49th regiment aud militia, which havo not y^t 
been received. 

I have also enclosed the retunis of the ord- 
nance, and other stores captured. 

I have the honor to be, kc, 

THOMAS CLAUK, 

Lieut-col. 2d Lincoln militia. 

To Lieut-col. Karvey, 
Deputy Ad.-gen. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, on tue 
morning of the 11th instant. 

July 13th, 181S. 

Total — 13 privates killed; 1 inspecting field- 
officer, 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Captain, 1 Ser- 
geant, 1 Corporal, 19 Privates, wounded ; 6 Pri- 
vates missing. 

JOnX HARVEY, 

LieuL-col. D. A. gen. 

Return of ordnance destroyed and captured froiu 
the enemy at Bittok Book, July 12th, 181.3. 

Totals guns, 177 English and French musk- 
ets, 1 8-pouuder travelling carriage, 6 ammuu^ 
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c;Teat as was its Biiccess,t still it may be 
coniiiilercd to hare been dearly purchased 
hr Bisshopp^a death. Young and inde&tigable 
in his duties, to his actWc co*op«ratk>n much 

tion kegSy a small quantity of round and caae 
shot, (quuiitity not yet known.) 

Taken and destroyed. 

Two iron 12-pounden, 2 iron 9-pOQnderfl. 

R. & ARMSTRONG, 

Liuut.-col. R. A. 
Return of stores, fte., kc, captnred at, and 

brought from, Black Rock, on the 14th July, 

1813. 

Cue liandrcd and twenty-^hrce barrels of salt, 
46 barrels ot whiakey, 1 1 barrels oi flour, 1 bar- 
rel of tar, S large bdes of blankets, (about 200,) 
70 large blankets, loose, 6 casks of clothing ; 8 
cases, containing 896 soldiers' caps, 16 bars of 
iron, 1 bar of steel, 1 side sole leather, 7 sides of 
upper leather, (some of them marked serjeant 
Fitzgerald, 41st regiment, and taken from Fort 
Erie, to be returned to the 41st regiment,) 7 
large batteaujt, 1 large scow. 

TIIOS. CLARK, 
Lieut-col. 2d Lincohi MilKls. 



f Sia, — I presume that you are willing to award 
honor to whom honor is due, and I tlierefore 
address you to make a small addition to your 
account of the attack made under Col. Bisshopp 
on Black Rc»ck. Col. Fitzgibbon has long been 
known in Canada in both a civil and military 
capacity, and if he were now present he would be 
able to give you much interesting and valuable 
information. At the time of this attack he was 
a Lieuterant in the 49th, and hb daring spirit 
and energy of character was well known to the 
whole army. General Vincent had placed him 
in command of a sort of independent company of 
Rangers. Volunteers from the different regiments 
were asked for, and strange to say, so many men 
of other regirnenta offered that it was difficult to 
decide who should be permitted to go from the 
numerous young subs desirous of joining him ; 
he selected his friend Lieut. Winder of the 49th, 
now Dr. Winder, Librarian to the House of As- 
sembly at Quebec. Volunteer D. A. McDonell 
of the 8th. Volunteer Augustus Thompson of 
the 49th, and another youngster of the 49th, 
were permitted as a great favor to join his corps. 
We were all dressed in green uniform made from 
clotlung which had been captured from the 
enemy ; we called ourselves ** Fitzgibbon^s green 
*uus." We were the first to cross the river on 
the expedition in question, and Fitzgibbon 
pushed on so expeditiously, that the block-house 
was in our possession long before Col. Bisshopp 
was ready to move forward. For this piece of 
impertinence we were repaid by being sent on 
ill advance without any breakfast to watch the 
enemy near Buffalo, while the army was em- 
ployed in carr>'ing off the stores. As soon as this 
had been accomplished we were ordered to return 
Jtnd cover tlie re-embarkation. CoL Bisshopp, 
^ ho appeared nettled at not having been hi front 
during the advance, seemed now dctcrndned to 
l>e the list iu retiring. 



of General Vin centos succeB.sfa] attempL^} 
to enclose General Dearborn and bis inn? 
within the limits of Fort George, nay bt 
ascrii^d. 



We bad all embarked unnolested, butsearcrl? 
had we pushed off from the shore, e'er the 
enemy^s ludkns commenced firing on us froB 
the hank, to which, unpereeived by us, they hid 
crawled. For the Green *nns to disembark tnd 
drive the enemy to the woods required but a few 
minutes, but we were not fturly seated m the 
boats again, before the attack wu renewed by 
the Indians, reinforced by the American advnct 
guard. Oat we all leaped a seccmd tiae, tad 
Nivhie and his backers were glad to take ahdier 
in the bush again. We now found that we had 
'' Cotehed a Tartar **— Porter with his wbtlefbne 
was upon us. ** Sauve qui peat," wai now the 
cry, and as a matter of course the raah to tht 
boats was a very devil take the hiudmoat aftir. 
In the confusion, some oara in the boat in wkkh 
Col. Bisshopp embarked, were lost orerboard, aid 
she drifted down the stream, while the eacBj 
followed on the bank firing into her. The gaOanC 
Bisshopp, the darling of the army, reeehred Ui 
death wound ; never was any officer, aaTo alvayt 
the lamented Brock, regretted more than kt 
was. 

All the fighting on this occasion was done hj 
the Green *uns, and if any merit be due, Fita- 
gibbon is entitled to it In conclusion, I nay as 
well add, that a part of the " Greens'* were over 
at Fort Schlosser, commanded by Lt. Winder, in 
CoL Clark's expedition ; in truth Winder ooB- 
manded. On the day following the attack an 
Schlosser, a large detachment croaaed from BnflUiy 
and the remainder of Fitzgibbon*a corps, aboat 
twenty-five in number, under Thompaon, attacked 
them. They made a running fight ot it of thrse 
miles before they reached their boats and cot 
off. 

I am, yours, 

A GRXEKnJX. 



{Sir, — ^To yonr account of the battle of Stooy 
Creek I would like to add a few particulars whieh 
may not prove uninteresting to yonr readers, nd 
you will find that tliey difler a Uttle fnm ywr 
account of the surprise. 

At eleven o'clodi at night the Light CompaBy 
and Grenadiers of the 49th were under aias; 
every flint was taken out and erery charge uil 
drawn. Shortly after we moved on in aecCioM^ 
left in front, the Light Company Ittding the wsf 
towards the enemy's camp. I had been drim 
in that afternoon from Stony Creek, and was wcl 
acquainted with the ground. The oautioai 
. silence observed was most p^nlu] ; not a wliiqpsr 
j was permitted ; even our footsteps wert Ml 
allowed to be heard ; I ahall noTor fiomt tht 
agony caused to the senses by the nfneltWniM 
with which we proceeded to tiie *»Hir^ 
slaughter. I was not aware that any other Aict 
accompanied us than the grtnadienii and when 
we opproached near the Creek, I T e n tu red li 
whisper to CoL Harvey, ** We are ehwe to tbt 
enemy's camp, Sir;" *" Uush 1 1 know it»"'wMkk 
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This affair, too, led to the Americans 
throwiDg off the mask, and, alter all the 
TftnperatioQB so freely lavished on the British, 
- making use of the same ** savage arm of the 
aerrice ** which they had so hitterly and un- 
oewringly condemned. 

In describing the British retreat to their 
"boats, we purposely italicised, in our enume- 
ntion of the attacking bodies, the words 
4MNtf Indiant^ in order to direct the reader's 
attention to the fact that the American 
Qoremment had called in to their assist- 
aiioa, along the shores of the Niagara, 
*flie ruthless ferocity of the merciless saya- 
fB%** (for this expression see History of the 
UniUd States, vol. 8, page 228.) The plea 
lir this was the invasion of the United 
Slataa territory, (** the pollution qf a fne 
mii ^ tyrant gotemed slaves,*^ but it did not 
]pariiaps strike Mr. O'Connor that this admis- 
4bb must sanction on the part of the British 
an alUafloe with Indians, also— inasmuch as 
Ganeral Hull had set the example of inva- 
Am. The Americans appeared certainly as 
Hborators, but, then, the Canadians were so 

Wnd to their interests as not to pAeive the 
Maasings of freedom which Hull's proclama- 

tiOD held out ; hence the Indian alliance. 



fap^. Shortly after a sentry challenged sharply ; 
Ueat. Danford and the leading section rushed 
iuf aid and killed him with their bayonets ; his 
Maartbif corpee was cast aside and we moved on 
with Iveathlass caution. A second challenge— 
w1m> oomes there? — another rush and the poor 
aaitinel is transfixed, but his agonised dyhig 
Boans alarmed a third who stood near the watch- 
Ira ; he challenged, and immediately fired and 
WeaHmuied forward upon the sleeping 
; few escaped; many awoke in another 
The excitement now became intense; 
fiiw who had escaped fired as they ran and 
the sleeping army. All fled precipitately 
fctyond the Greek, leaving theur blankets and 
fawprr*^ behind. 
•Ov troops deployed into line, and halted in 
midst of the camp fires, and immediately 
to repUce their flmts. This, though not a 
Isagthy operation, was one of intense 
r, for the enemy now opened a most 
fire, and many a brave fellow was laid 
W% coald only see the flash of the enemy's 
while we were perfectly visible to them, 
ManilBA as we <Ud, in the midst of their camp 
■nb. It was a gnuul and beaulifiil sight. No 
who has DOS witnessed a night engagement 
aay Idea of the awful sublimity of the 
Tha iiat volley firom the enemy condng 
a spot as *^ dark as Erebus ** sasmed like the 
hnMlag teUi of a roloano. Then agahi all was 



When the public Journalists of one nation 

Indian alltanoe. B«. ^^« ^"^ collectively 
jioM sMBsMd for form* descanting on a particu- 
lar enormity observable 
in the course of action pursued by another, 
should that particular course be adopted by 
the party previously condenming it ? It then 
becomes the duty of the historian to seek into 
the reasons for the change, and to ascertain 
either the catue or the apology. 

We have ahready shown that, from the ruth- 
less character of the border warfare which 
had so long been waged between the Ameri- 
cans and Indians, it was hopeless to expect 
that they would at once buiy the hatchet, and, 
along with it, the recollection of all the wrongs 
and aruelties inflicted on them. It became, 
therefore, the policy of the Qovemraent, see- 
ing that their own past, ** ruthless ferocity " 
precluded any hope of alliance, to prevent the 
British from seeking that co-operation and 
friendship denied to themselves. Hence 
HulPs first proclamation, and the subsequent 
tirades against '* savage warfare," &c. 

We have, also, already shown that; inas- 
much as Huirs invasion of Western Canada 
preceded the occupation of, or incursions into^ 
the American territory, Mr. O'Connor's plea, 




dark and still, lave the moans of the wounded, 
the confused dick I click ! noise made by our 
men in acQusting thehr flints, and the rintt of the 
enemy*s ramrods in re-loading. Andn the flash 
and roar of the musketrv, the whistling of the 
bullets and the crash of the cannon — ** Chaos has 
come again.** The anxious moments (hours in 
imaeination) have passed; the tremblingly ex- 
cited hands of our men have at last fastened their 
flints; the comparatively merry sound of the 
ramrod tells that the charge is driven home ; 
soon the fire is returned with animation ; the sky 
id illumiued with continued flashes ; after a sharp 
contest and some changes of position, our men 
advance in a body and the enemy's troops retire. 
There were many mistakes made in this action, 
the two peatest were removing the men's flints 
and halting in the midst of the camp fires, this is 
the reason why the loss of the enemy was less 
than ours, their wounds were mostly made by 
our bayonuts. The changes of position by dilTer^ 
ent portions of each army, in the dark, accounta^ 
for the hct of prisoners having been made by 
both parties. I most give the enemy's troops 
great credit for having recovered from their 
confusion, and for having shewn a bold front so 
very soon after their having been so suddenly 
and completely surprised. 

Tours, 

A 49Ta MAX. 
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"Tho invasion of New York State," cannot be 
considered tenable ; we must, therefore, look 
further for the cause of this ** annatural alli- 
ance with savages."'*' Mr. Thomsont declares 
that it was done " bj way of intimidating the 
British and the Indians, as by the Americans 
incorporating into their armies, the same kind 
of force, the habitual stratagems of the savages 
would be counteracted, and their insidious hos- 
tilities defeated," and yet, oddly enough, adds, 
" in the hope, too, of preventing a recurrence of 
previous barbarities." Smith,| by way of 
proving this, we suppose, cites the following 
remarkable instance : — 

** Of the influence of a cultivated people," 
writes Dr. Smith, ** whose manners and reli- 
gion the savages respect, to induce ^hem to 
resign their inhuman treatment of their pri««- 
oners, Major Cliappin gave an instructive ex- 
ample immediately alter uniting his force with 
the warriors of the Six Nations. A corps, 
composed of volunteer militia and of these In- 
dians, had completely put to rout a party of 
the enemy in the vicinity of Fort George. In 
a council held before the conflict (for all things 
must bo done among them oy common con- 
sent), the Indians, by his advice, agreed 
amongst themselves, besides the obligation of 
their general treaty, which they recognized, 
that no one should scalp or tomahawk prison- 
ers, or employ towards them any species of 
savage inhumanity. Accordingly, after the 
battle, sixteen wounded captives were com- 
mitted solely to their management, when, 
governed by a sacred regard to their covenant, 
and the benevolent advice of their command- 
er, they exhibited as great magnanimity to- 
wards their fallen enemy, as they had shown 
bravery against their foes in battle.*' 

We can easily understand James*s aston- 
ishment that any American writer should 
have been found to promulgate the fact that 
sixteen British captives, writhing under the 
anguish of their yet bleeding wounds, were, 
by the orders of an American officer, " com- 
mitted solely to the management " of a party 
of hostile Indians, to determine, by way of 
experiment, whether those ruthUts eavaga^X 

• History of the Wmt. 

t BketchesoftheWar. 

X Uifltory of the Uaited States. 

fl 1^0 oureftiUy onploj none but the (ermi taught us 

S American wiiten* 



ihh.ifaithlei» and perfidious raee woald lulai 

to the adtiee of their white and dTSM 

brethren ; and to ascertain whether tks u^ 

enee of a cultivated people woulld impow aoy 

restraints upon the known habits of IndiHi 

warfare. The artful advice to an infinktel 

mob who had just secured their victiiii, ^D^ 

not nail his cars to the pump,*' fades In oo» 

parison with this example of American AcBm 

for their prisoners. After the battle of Ihi 

Miami, when the British guard (see dupM 

nine) in charge of the American pri 

were overpowered, and some of them 

and wounded in defence of the helpkn 

tivcs committed to their charge* when 

Americans fell victims to the fury of the 

dians, the whole Union resounded with 

most exaggerated accounts of British 

and cruelty.* This outcry, too^ vai 

only on the unconfirmed statements of 

American press, yet here have we Iband 

of these same historians gravely 

an experiment, as to whether the I; 

would act tlie part of good SamiritanSi or 

and otherwise torture their victims. 

to the flings of the captives, it must, 

all circumstances, have been; awaniOB 

ing with the fears of his prisoners on the 

of the American officer. James 

himself very strongly on this subject. 

pily, amidst all that has been invented bj 

hirelings of the American GoTeramwIi 

rouse the passions of the people and gun 

to their side the good wishes oi'other 

no British officer stands charged iHth a 

half so heinous as that recorded to have 

committed by the American Mt^JStu^^^ 

It is clear firom this passage that Jamei^ itf 

rate, docs not attribute the American 

with the Indians to the desire to wodm 

horrible or cruel the warfare of the reds 

Another reason has been assigned, iiid' 
Li«it€n«itEldrid«e't ^i^^ investigate ils 

nuwaacra. babUitj. Wo wfll ' 



* In mu* account of the slangliter of OoLDodlvi 
his party, we adopted M^or Rksbardma't i 
the mmtter (although bearing man faan^f cmttt] 
ish), in preference to Jtin^'i^ in whidi tha aflUr 111 
described—** Ookmel Dudley and Ua floraclm 
drawn into an ambnicade by a body of Indin^i 
ed in the wooda. Hers Ml the Ootomlaadtaai 
part of hit men." 
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«itt Mr. Thomsoo's BtmtemeDt.* On the 

mk vl Jalj Lientenmnt Eldridge, ctf the ISth 

■i^Bsnt, wM ordcrvd to the luppcwt of Bome 

* Niieu) pidcoti with a dettchment of some 

gr men. In the exwntion of thU senrice 

U into ftD unbuscade, and, after a hard 

Mitcat, hiB party, irith the eiccptioa of five, 

t to pieces, by the superior force of , 

and Indiane. These five prisonera 

with the wounded were then, (according i 

ll ICr. Thomson,) " iohumauly murdered," : 

OttSr penoDs so savmelf mutilated that, 

I most temperate recital of the enemy's' 

[act would, perhaps, scarcely obtain be- 

' ^r. Thomson here dwells at some | 

Ok OQ the atrodties perpetrated — " split 

In ,* and " torn out heartH " forming part 

K fab catalogue of horrors — be tben adds, 

supposed to have 

fate," 

'WhaX were the real facts of this easel 

Ma atoreB of which the BritJah were in 

want, had been left concealed, at 

time of the retreat from fort George, at a 

pol not &r from an American outpost The 

ehief Black Bird having been informed 

If t^ ezigendes of the case, Tolunteercd to 

n into the camp, and he accordingly 

on his expedition with some one 

kmdred and fifty of his warriors. In the[ 

of his undertalcing Lieutenant ' 

and his party were encountered and | 

After the American officer h&d i 

he drew forth s concealed pistol I 

riiot one of the chiefs, in whoaa charge he 

, Uuough the head, endeavouring to mike 

•ae^te, for this act of treachery I'JeuL I 

vei7 deservedly lost his life, and to ' 

gn "who are cognizant of the Indian 

■meter it will not appear strange that some 

Ui party ahonld have also paid the penalty 

tf tbair offlcei^a porQdy. Not one .'ritish or 

WDwUan was present on this occasion, (thie 

b pnred by Hr. O'Connor himself^ in hi& 

hotonnt,t in which he no where alludes to the 

'Mtiib,) yet, Hr. Thomson's rabid feeling-^ 

Man indneed him to dte this act of cruelty 

up An part of the Bntish as a causa for the 

B^^ alliance. 

i, A reference to dates will further di^rove 
*jtt, Thomson's statements. "This "act of 



miel^ " waa perpetrated on the Sth of July, 
aow the declaiation of war by the six nationa 
ot Indians was made three days antecedent, 
4nd could not therefore have been occasioned 
by this " case of harbari^." 

" We, the chieb and eounscllora of the Six 

n. 1 u— t-a, i_ Nations of Indiana, re- 
Dcclumtlon of w»r, bj ' . 

the Six Ifatloiu or Bidmg m the State v 
''''"™' New York, do hereby 

proclaim to all the war-chic& and warrion 
of the Six Nations, that war is declared on 
Dur part sgainst the Prorinees of Upper and 
Lower Canada. Therefore, we do hereby com- 
mand and advise all the war-chieb to call 
forth the wsrriors under them, and put them 
in motion, to protect their rights and liberties, 
which our brethren the Americans, are now 
defending. — By the Qrand CorniMUert," 

It would have been far more honest had 
_ , . ,„ American writers come 

K«al fsUMi of alll- , , ,, , , , . ^ 

■nee. boldly forwaraand justi- 

fied, on their real grounds, the alliance which 
theyhadallalongdeoredtoform. Theywoiild 
have been then spared the trouble of inventiog) 
and the disgrace of circulating, all those 
marvellous tales which disgrace their pages. 
The credit of bdng foremost amongst the 
ranks of these modem Baron Hunchausens la 
certainly due to the government organ, in 
which tho " Head of tKe English Church " is 
iflrst vehemently denounced as an "ally of 
! hell-hound murderers," and then contnisted 
j with the UniUd States Government " From 
the organization of the govemmant of the 
United States, the constant care of every 
' administration has been to better the condition 
of the Indian tribes, andpreserve profound 
peace with them. Such te tho spirit of our 
republican bstitutions. We never began a 
war with them, or placed the tomahawk in 
their hands. When the British, in alliance 
with them, ravaged our frontier and com- 
mitted murders, until then, unheard of, tt» 
adtUed this restless people to ptace, and 
rewsted their importunity t^ retaliate on the 
enemy the wrongs they had inBictod. They 
have been Kmetimet employai at tpie* or 
guide* liit in no other capacity. At this 
moment (April 1813) the United SUtes could . 
let loose on the British in Canada, upwards 
of one thousand Indian warriors, impatient 
for the field of battle, tbintingfbr blood. But 
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tbo same policy prevails; they are retame<lby 
force, or persuaded, or pensioned to remain 
quiet** What a glorious contrast 

It would appear, however, that the Ameri- 
cans discovered that there is a limit beyond 
which human patience can no further go — 
hence the expediency of employing them as 
a means of counteracting the wiles and stra- 
tagems of the hostile tribes, and of gradually 
instilling into their savage minds the lessons 
of moderation and christian forbearance. 
Would it not havo been far more honest, we 
repeat, to have frankly admitted, that by rep- 
resentations, and presents, the object of the 
Americans had been gained, and that some 
of the Indian tribes had, forgetting past 
wrongs, rallied under the American standard. 
This, however, would not have suited the 
purposes of the American government, which 
was, even at the time of completing the 
treaty with the Indians, meditating farther 
treachery aifd violence against the hapless and 
persecuted red man. At the very time of the 
completion of the treaty,the government organ 
writes : " It appean as though the extermina- 
tion qf the/aithles8 race was indispens-ible to 
our safety. We ha/ce etidenees of their fero- 
oity that it would "be criminal to forget.^^ 
What follows is even more at variance with 
the lessons of {moderation and forbearance 
which the humane and considerate conunand- 
ers of the American army had it so at heart 
to inculcate. "In the nature of things it 
will be impossible for them to defend them- 
selves, nor can Qrcat Britain ^ve any security 
by treaty. She may abandon or support as 
policy dictates. Thus the time is at hand 
when they will be sw^t away firom the fkce 
of the country as with tho besom of destruc- 
tion.'' We can scarcely believe that any one 
who reads the above, can be at a loss to ac- 
count for the inveterate and determined hos- 
tility evinced by the Indians towards the 
Americans. Most unfortunately for the case 
of moderation, and so forth, which American 
writers are so desirous of establishing, Niles 
Register institutes a comparison between the 
use of the Indians by the British as analogous 
to the use of blood hounds in Cuba by the 
Spaniards,^ a most unfortunate comparison, 

* Below will be found an account of the educa- 
catioD of the blood-hounds introduced by the 
Spaniarda into St Domingo, first to destroy the 



as in Mrs. Stowe^s late work (the worid wfde 
known Uncle Tom's Cabin.) ^Prok! pui$rr 
the enlightened Americans of Iha prcMt 
day are represented as following the kdi 
atrocious customs with reference too, not ti 
their enemies, but to those in whom natvt 
has implanted the same burning desiro ftr 
freedom which we presume inflamed the 
brcnsts of a Washington, a Jacksonj^ or a 
Lawrence. 

This digression is, perhaps, scarcely rde- 
vant to our subject, but when we f\nA sodi 
atrocious paragraphs in American books, pro- 
fessing to be " Historical Registers," we JtA 
bound to retort the calumnies and fix thi' 
stigma of cruelty on the nation to which it 
more properly belongs, " The United Stately" 

American writers may place what coloar' 
ing they please on this allianfie, and imy 
assign any reason they think proper— hot 
the real fact of the case stands thai— the 
capture of York, the occupation of FoK 
Erie and Fort George, and Proctor'B with- 
drawal of his forces from the territMy of 
Michigan, gave an appearance of realitj 
to tho vapouring and gasconade ot the 
Americans, and enabled Uiem to hold oat 
such reasonable hopes of conquest or plnndsr 
as were sufBcient to overbalance that deadlj 
animosity which was the most natural feelim 
for every Indian to cherish, to whom memoij 
had not been denied. 

We omitted, in our account of Generd 
General Clay's kani- Clay's defeat at the Ifi- 
festo. ami, to introduce the 

manifesto issued by him previous to that ac* 
tion. It will, however, serve here as an fihi^ 
tration of the lesson of moderation inculcated 
by the American Commanders. It will bo 
remembered that General Clay*s army mot 
with precisely the same &te as their batch^ 
ered brethren whom they wtdie burning with 
haste to avenge. 

General Orders, 

Soldiers, Tou are now about to leave the 
shores of Kentucky — Many of you can boMt 
that she gave you birth — She is indeed 
to us all 



Indians and afterwards the fugitive n^^toes. All 
who have written upon the settlement of Ameriov 
have endeavored to give imoBMrtality lo the umoI 
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Kbmtiicei.ixs itaad high in tht atimation 
«fo%t eammon «u»(ry. Our brothers in 
«Bi% wbo haTe gone before us to the scene of 
action, h&ve &oquircd & Riine, which should 
iw*cr be forgotten bj you — a fkine worthy 
JODT eniuUtion. 

I feci cona^ous you would nther see your 
mnntry no more, than return to it, under tlio 
impreamon, that bj an act of joitra, the high 
char&cter of Kentucky had Ikllcn. , 

Tb support this reputstion, purehssed by i 
nlor and by blood, you must with fortitude 
nwet the hsrdabipa, uid discharge the duties . 



of Roldien. Disdpline and subordination 
marie the real soldier — and are indeed the 
seal of an army. 

In every situation, therefore, the most per- 
(oct Bul>ordi nation — the most rigid dischargf^ 
of duty will be expected from all Partiality 
or injustice shall be shown to none. 

I have tbe most perfect cooSdence in your 
attachment and Kuppart through every diffi- 
eulty we may cncoimtcr. 

U is upon you — it is upon your subordina- 
tiun and discipline I rely, for a successful 
Ist^^uc of the present campaign. Without this 



liMcf the Spuiiajds En thie piriicuUr ; and marv I 
BCWih bisuniani are elngiiliirlr eloquent un ch a I 

Ealtfaeme for censure. Uulwbohadtlia iiau>n> | 
ag aadadty to justify tlie Spaniards on ilio , 
[1m. tha(theee blood-houndi could not b« re-a- 1 
todned G^m thrueting tfaeir beads into the boiv- 1 
da aad tearing onl llie living liearts of their vjc- 
tear Ko one has had iheiiupuUeuee to do thii?; 
bat the blaTue U unircrsotly Iniil where it jusUr j 
SDaliea, amt Ihf Spniiiftrdt, mho iintd tkt iogt, are i 
' n ntpomtibUfbr thi nwmifiet tki-ii 



far tbaverj work thej are 
is not mere aaMrilon. It can he auiicaineil by 
boat! of teitimoay J and will be rcceired as an 
MtahDihed &e( by an Impsitial poaterilr. A war 
rilfa the United Sutes hai alwaji been regardail 
^ the British as a probable efent, sooner or 
later; and his "gracioua luiyeaty'a" officers In 
""'*''* hare tieen unremittingly employed Co 
inaeh ths biped biood-liounds to tbumsalTea, 
■hUa they excited their hatred to the AmerieaoB, 
b; evarj mcana in their power. 



The moment the blnod-boauds are taken from 
te dam they are conSned in kennels, with iron 
ban in front, like the dens used by Bbowmen for 
Mnflulng wild beaatn, where they are ■pariaglr 
M on the blood and entrails of animals, i.^ 
Ibay grow ap, their keepers frequently expose in 
(rant of their cage a figure reiembling a negro, 
Dale and femsle. and of the same color and dres=, 
die body of which contains the blood and enlraiU 
3f beasts, which being occesionslly suffered t" 
nib OBt, the figure atlracta tlie attention ol tbu 
logs ai tbe source of their food. They are then 
{iBdnally reduced in their meals Ull, they arc 
daosrttmisbed, while the image is frequently ex- 
>aaed to tbeir Tiew ; and when they tttuf^e 
•1th redoubled ferocity against their prey the 
nage Is t>rougbt nearer at inlerrala, till at last it 
• abaadoosd to tbeir buoger, and bdng of wicker 
rock, is in an iuumC lora to pieoes, and thai 



chsysrrive at a copious mesl. While they gorge 
tbeiusclvee nith tliiii, the keeper and his coUeagues 
curesa and encourage them. By this ciocrable 
miiSee the white people Ingratiate themselves 
with Che doga, and teach them to regard a negro 
us their proper prey. — As sodo m the young dogs 
nru thus initiated, they are taken out to be cxer- 
L-ised on iiiing objecta, and are trained with great 
care, till they arrire at tbe necessary nicety and 
eiactness In the pursuit o( the poor wretches 
\i liom they are doomed to destroy. The cotoBiDn 
luii of tbeee dogs In the Spanish IsUnds was in 
tlin chase for run-away negroes In the mountains. 
— tVhen once they got scant of the obfeet, they 
epeeditr ran him dowu and derouied him, unless 
hu could evade the pursuit by climbinR a tree, la 
which case the doga remained st Che foot of tbe 
true yelping in a most horrid manner till their 
k<:cpera arrived. If Che vic^m was to t>e pre- 
<ii.-rTed for ■ public exhihitien or a eniel punish - 



n collar with spikes Inward and books outward ; 
thu latter (or cbe purpose oi en(an£liog hhn in 
tie bushes if 'be should attempt to escape. If 
the anbappy wretch proceeded hater than hts 
guard, it was cotiatruol into an attempt to nin 
iriia\ them, and he was given up to the doga, wbo 
ini<tantly devoured him. Not seldom on a joui^ 
ney of coneldersble lengtb, these causes were 
lelgned by tbeir keepers to relieve them from 
ilmlr prisoners ; and tbe inhuman monater, who 
perpetrated the set, received s reward of ten dol- 
iari from the colony on making oath of bis having 
destroyed bis fullow.crestureT The keepers, in 
^'i^aeral, acquire au absolute command over these 
doj^; bnt while the French army need them In 
tlii.>ir late war againat St. Domingo, while they bad 
;>a.«essioD of tbe Cape, tbe dogs frequently broke 
loose in that neighborhood, and children were 
dt'TOnred In the public way ; and sometimes tbey 
Hurprised a harmless family of laborers (who bad 
submitted and furnished die French tbemselrest 
with necesssHea) at their rimple meal, tore the 
linhe Iram the breast of its mother, and involved 
\\\ii wholn party in one common and cruel death, 
iiiid retimed when gorged, with their horrid jawa 
diencbed in human blood. Even the defenceless 
hiite of the negroes hsve been broken into by 
ilidae dreadful animals and the sleeping iidiabit^ 
ants hare shared a like miserabla fata, 
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confidence and support, we shall achieve 
nothing honorable or osefhl. 

The same destiny awaits us both. That 
which exalts or sinks you in the estimation of 
your country, will produce to me her appro- 
bation or condemnation. 

Feeling this same common interest, the 
first wishes of my heart are, that the present 
campaign should prove honorable to all, and 
useful to the country. 

Should wo encounter the enemy — revem- 

BER THE DREADFUL FATE OF OUR BUTCH- 
ERED BROTHERS at the riv%r raisin— 
that British treachery produced their daugh- 
ter. 

The justice of our cause — with the aid of 
an approving Providence, will be sure gua- 
rantees to our success. 

GREEN CLAY, 

BRIGADIER GENERAL. 

The tone of this manifesto, and the spirit 
breathed in the concluding paragraphs, re- 
quire no comment on our part The words in 
capital letters are exactly as they appeared in 
General Green Glay*s own document In the 
teeth of such a manifesto the Americans have 
dared to impute cruelty to the British, while 
carefully suppressing the well known fact — 
that just at this very time Greiieral Vincent 
had sat at the head of a committee by whom, as 
the best means of putting an end to any 
cruelties, it had been resolved, that ten dol- 
lars should be paid, to every Indian, for every 
American prisoner brought in alive. This 
resolution, James declares, appeared in a 
Boston paper, but we regret to state that not 
one of the numerous ofBcers and men saved 
by its instrumentality, ever had the good 
feeling to acknowledge to what cause their 
Mafety was due. 

General Proctor and the right division of 

Proctor'-moTcment. **>^ *™y "^^ ^^mfiXiii 
in the Wert. our attention. We can- 

not, however, concur with Major Richardson, 
who claims for this corps, the proud title of 
" tRe fighting division of Canada." We do 
not mean by our denial to detract one whit 
from the laurels won by the right division, 
but only to a.sert the claim of the other 
divisions of the army, whether composed of 
regulars or militia, and this claim we are borne 
out in making, if we refer to the various 



general orders issued on different ocau^oni 
from head quartern. The movements of the 
right division were undoubtedly attended widi 
the most important and beneficial results, and 
when we consider that their force very rarely 
exceeded in numbers a single regiment thete* 
exertions and energy become more remark'- 
able. 



Expedition 
Fort Meigs. 



agaioft 



General Proctor was in- 
duced, towards the end 
of July, to prepare, at the instance of Tecam- 
seth, to repeat his attempt on Fort Meiga 
Tecum8eth*s plan, according to RichardsoD, 
was as follows: — '* Immediately in rear of 
Fort Meigs, and at right angles with the river, 
ran the road to Sandusky, . distant about 
thirty miles, upon, or near, which the chief had 
been apprized by his scouts that Greneral 
Harrison, (who with a large portion of his 
force had left the fort soon after its relief fmm 
General Proctor*8 presence,) was at that 
moment encamped. Haying landed some 
miles lower down the river, the whole xof the 
Indian force was to march through the woods, 
and gain, unperceived by the troops in* the 
fort, the Sandusky road, where a sham engage. 
ment was to take place, leading the garrison 
to believe a corps, hastening to their relief 
had been encountered, and attacked by the 
Indians, and inducing them to make a sortie 
for their rescue. The moment they had 
crossed the open ground, intervening between 
their position and the skirt of the wood, we 
were to rise from our ambuscade, and take 
them in the rear, making at the same time a 
rush for the fort, before the enemy could 
have time eficctually to close his gates.** 

This plan was certainly, to all appear- 
ance, a good one, and the attempt wa^ 
made accordingly, but, whether the Americans 
suspected the ruse or not, they did not stir 
fh>m the protection of their|fort, although, 
according to Richardson, the fire had become 
so animated and heavy, as to leave the British 
half in doubt whether the battle was a sham 
or real one. 

The surprise of Fort Meigs by stratagem 
having failed, and as any attempt to reduce 
it by siege was out of the question, what 
guns there were,being only light six pounders 
— it was resolved, (Major Richardson says 
at Tecumseths* earnest request,} to attempt 
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the redaction of a fort which had been con- 
tracted on the west side of the Sanduskj 
rirer. This fort, about forty miles from the 
month of the riyer, stood on a rising ground, 
commanding the river to the east ; haying a 
plain to the north and a wood to the west 
•* The body of the fort was about one hundred 
v%rds in length, and fifty in breadth, sur- 
rounded, outside of all the other defences, 
by a row of strong pickets twelve feet 
high from the ground; each picket armed 
at the top with a hayoneV^ Just outside 
of this fence, with the embankment reaching 
to the foot of the pickets, was a ditch twelve 
feet wide, and seven deep, thus forming a 
glacis of niixeteen feet high. The ditch was 
protected by a bastion and two strong block- 
houses which completely enfiladed it, thus 
forming a yery^sufScient and formidable line 



if an enemy had not been there to interrupt 
our progress." 

In defiance of this diQculty, the axe-men 
leaped without hesitation into the ditch, and 
attempted to acquit themselves of their duty ; 
but they were speedily swept away by the 
guns from the batteries, charged with musket 
balls and slugs and directed with &tal preci- 
sion. The troops had established themselves 
on the edge of the ditch, but it was impossible 
to scale without the aid of ladders or fascines ; 
and within a few paces of the enemy only, 
they saw their comrades fall on every hand 
with no hope of avenging their deaths. The 
second division had only two ofiBcers attached 
to it. Brevet Lieutenant-colonel Short,of the 
41st, was killed while descending the ravine 
at the head of his column, when, the com- 
mand devolving on Lieutenant (Gordon of the 
of defence. We have no means of ascertain- same regiment, that officer encouraging his 



faig correctly the number.of troops that formed 
the garrison, but as an American account 
places them at "an effective force of one 
hundred and sijctyrank and file,** we may 
safely and without fear of exaggeration, put 
the numbers down at two hundred and fifty. 
Of the British there were three hundred and 
ninety-one officers and privates. Of the 
Indians there were but two hundred, and 
tl^y withdrew to a ravine out of gunshot, 
almost immediately on the action commencing. 

On the first day of August a landing was 
effected, under an ineffectual discharge from 
the enemy's guns, and a position taken up in 
the wood, on the skirt of which the British 
sixpounders wore placed. On the morning of 
the second a fire was opened on the fort and 
continued till three, p. m., by which time it 
having been ascertained that the fire from the 
light sixes would affect no breach on the 
stockade, General Proctor resolved to carry 
the fort by storm. Forming his men accord- 
ingly into three columns,about 4 p.m. he began 
his attack, and although exposed to a most 
destructive fire, the gallant body reached the 
ditch. "Not a fascine^ says Richa^df^)n, 
" had been provided, and although axes had 
been distributed among a body of men selec- 
ted for the purpose, they were so blunt, that 
it would have been the work of hours to 
cut through the double lino of pickets, even 

• Wttorj of the War, page 181. 



men, and calling upon them to follow his ex- 
ample, was one of the first in the ditch, and 
was in the act of cutting the picketing with 
his sabre, when a ball, fired from a wall-piece, 
struck him in the breast Although danger- 
ously wounded, he refused to abandon his 
post, and continued to animate his men by his 
example, until a second ball, fired from the 
same piece, and lodging in his brain, left the 
division without an officer. The action had 
continued nearly two hours without produ- 
cing the slightest impression on the enemy, 
when the bugles sounded the ** cease firing,** 
and the men were ordered to lie flat on the 
ground on the edge of the ravine. The first 
division were so near the enemy, that they 
could distinctly hear the various orders given 
in the fort, and the faint voices of the wound- 
ed and dying in the ditch, calling out for wa- 
ter, which the enemy had the humanity to 
lower to them on the instant After continu- 
ing in this position until nine o*clock, the col- 
umns received an order to effect their retreat 
in silence, which was done accordingly, the 
enemy merely firing i^ few vollies of musketry, 
producing however no material effect The 
troops having been re-embarked the same 
night, the expedition descended the river, and 
returned to Amherstburg. Our loss in this 
affair was severe — three officers, one ser- 
geant, twenty-two rank and file killed ; three 
officers, two sergeants, thirty-dx rank and 
file wounded ; and one sergeaat^ twwity-eighft 
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rank and file missing. Of this number, the 
proportion of the first division alone, consist- 
ing principally of the light company of the 
41st, which, had attacke'd the strongest point 
of the position, was five and thirty men. 

During the assault, no assistance whatever 
was afforded by the Indians, who, unaccus- 
tomed to this mode of warfare, contented 
themselves wiih remaining quiet spectators of 
the scene. 

U is a curious circumstance that we do net 
find in James, General Proctor*s official de- 
QMUch on this subject Richardson writes, 
" The only British document referring to the 
matter at all, is the following brief notice by 
Sir Qeorge Prevost, evidently founded on a 
more detailed communication from General 
Proctor. We give Sir George's general order, 
and the American official version.* The only 
one we have been able to get at will be found 
below in our notes; — 

"^Chpy of a letter from Me^ Croghan to Gen, 

Jfarriaon, daUd 

Lower 8andueky^ August 6, 1818. 

Dear Sib, — I have the honor to inform you, 
that the combined force of the enemy, amounting 
to at least 600 regulars, and as manj Indians, 
under the immediate command of Gen. Proctor, 
made its appearance before this place, early on 
Sunday evening last ; and as soon as the GeLeral 
had made sach disposition of his troops, as would 
cut off my retreat (should I be disposed to make 
one), he sent GoL Elliott, accompanied by M^or 
Chambers, with a flag, to demand the surrender 
of the fort, as he was anxious to spare the effu- 
sion of blood ; which he should probably not have 
in his power to do, should he be reduced to the 
necessity of taking the place .by storm. My an- 
swer to the summons was, that I was determined 
to defend the place to the last extremity, and 
that no force, however large, should induce me 
to surrender it. So soon as the flag had returned, 
a brisk fire was opened upon us, from the eun- 
boats in the river, and from a five>and-a-half-?uch 
howitzer, on shore, which was kept up with little 
intermission throughout the night. At an early 
hour the next morning, three sixes (which had 
been placed during the night within 260 yards 
of the pickets^ began to play upon us — but with 
little effect. About four o*clock p.m, discovering 
that the fire, from all his guns, was concentrated 
agabst the K.W. angle of the fort, I became 
confident that his object was to make a breach, 
and attempt to storm the works at that point. I 
therefore ordered out as many men as could be 
employed, for the purpose of strengthening that 
part — which was so effectually secured, by means 
of bags of flour, sand, &&, that the picketing suf- 
fered little or no ii^ury ; notwithstanding which, 
the enemy; about 600, having formed in close 
colomn, advanced to aaiMili our works, at the 



General Order. 
Head Quarters, Kingston, 
Adjutant Geherars Office, 8d Sept 181S. 
His Excellency the Commander of tb« 
Forces has received a despatch from Miyor 
General Pn)ctor, reporting the circumstances 
of an attack, made by a small portion of re- 
gular troops and a body of Indian warriors, 
on the 2d of August, on the American fort of 
Lower Sandusky, which, owing to the strength 
of the enemy's works, which resisted the fire ■ 
of the light field guns brought against it — so 
that a practicable breach could not be efifected 
^-as also from the want of sufficient co-opem* 
tion on the part of the Indian warriors, unused 
to that mode of warfare, the assault was not 
attended with that brilliant success whksh has 
so uniformly signalized the galUnt exertions 
of the right division. The Mi^or General ex- 
tols the intrepid bravery displayed by the 
detachment under Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 

expected point; at the same time making two 
feints on the front of Captain Hunter's lines. The 
column which advanced against the north-wesl- 
em angle, consisting of about 850 men, was so 
completely enveloped in smoke as not to be 
discovered, until it had approached within 18 or 
20 paces of the Knes ; but the men bdng all at 
their poets, and ready to receive it, commenced 
BO heavy and galling a fire as to throw the column 
a little into confusion ; being quickly rallied, it 
advanced to the outworks, and began to leap into | 
J the ditch ; just at that moment a fire of grape 
was opened from our six-pounder (which had been 
previously arranged, so as to rake in that direc- 
tion), which, together witn the musketry, threw 
them into such confusion, that they were com- 
pelled to retire precipitately to the woods. Dur- 
ing the assault, which lasted about half an hour, 
an incessant fire was kept up by the enemy's ar- 
tillery (whiclvconffisted of five sixes and a how- 
itzer), but without effect. My whole loss, during 
the siege, was one killed and seven slightly 
wounded. The loss of the enemy, in killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, must exceed 150. One 
Lieutenant Colonel, a Lieutenant, and 50 rank 
and file, were found in and about the ditch, dead 
or wounded ; those of the remiunder, who were 
not able to escape, were taken ofi^ during the 
night, by the Indians. Seventy stand of arms 
and several brace of pistols have been collected 
near the works. About three in the morning the 
enemy sailed down the rivei^ leaving behind 
them a boat, containing clothing and considerable 
military stores. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates 
under my command, for their gallantry and 
good conduct during the siege. 
Tours, with respect, 

G. CaooHAH, 
Hiyor 17th JJJQ, hd, oommandinf 
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Shorty in endeaTofing to force a passage into 
the enemy's fort^ and laments the loss of the 
brave "soldiers who have Men in this gallant 
although rnisoccessful assault 

Return of killed and wounded. 

One ^ptaio, one lieutenant, one sergeant, 
one drummer, twenty-one rank and file killed. 
One sergeant and twenty-eight rank and file 
missfaig. Two captains, one lieutenant, two 
sergeants, one drummer, thirty-five rank and 
file wounded. 

Killed— Brevet Lieut-Col. Short, Lieut 
GQrd<m, 41 st regiment, Lieut Lanssaussiege, 
Indian department 

Wounded—- Gapt Dixon, Royal Engineers, 
(kft Muir and Lieut Macintyre, 41st regi- 
ment, all slightly. 

By his Excellency's command. 
Edwabd Batnb, Acljutant General. 

Although we have such positive evidence 

as to the share that the 
iheSinduikyaffi&ir. Indians had m the at- 
tack on the fort at Sandusky, the American 
writers are determined to drag the Indians 
within the limits of the ditch which had 
proved so fatal to the British troopa ^' The 
Indians," says Mr. Thomson, " were enraged 



and mortified at this unparallelled defeat, and 
carrying their wounded from the field, they 
indignantly followed the British regulars to 
the shipping." In all the account given by 
this writer in his hibtost, not the slightest 
notice is taken of the heroic bravery exhibited 
by CoL Short and hif men, although the most 
lavish encomias are bestowed on Mafor- 
Oroghan and his "band of heroes,^ who 
snugly ensconced behind their pickets com- 
pelled an army ten Umei superior to retremt 
ingloriously. Mr. O'Connor, more artftil 
although not more liberal, leaves it to be 
understood that the Indians Joined in the 
attack. ** It is a &ct worthy of notice," says 
this gentleman, **that not one Indian was 
found amongst iho dead, although from three 
to four hundred were present." 

Before' following General Proctor's motions^ 

after his retreat, we 

must return to the 

Niagara frontier, taking a glance, as we pass, . 

at York and Commodore Chauncey's second 

descent upon it The movements also in the 

lower province demand oiu* attention. So 

many important events require, however^ a 

fi'esh chapter. 



Gonenl 
movements. 



Proeior'B 
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Oommodore ChaiiDoej*8 aeoond descent upon 
York. — Demonstration against Uie stores at 
Borlinffton Heights. — Col. Scott breaking par- 
<^— siecond descent upon York by Gbanncey. 
— <Sr James Yeo on Lake Ontario.— Demon- 
stration against Fort George by Sir George 
Prevoet— Cruise of Commodore Rogers; the 
Plresident and Congress frigates. — Dominica 
and Decatur, August 6th, 1818.— Pelican and 
Argus, 'August 12th.— Boxer and Enterprise, 
September 5th. 

OoMMODOSB Ghauncey haying oompleted 

rwitmwim* rfc^« *^® equipment of the 
eagr*! «eoood desoenft Gtneral Pike^ a new 
'^^^ ^ vessel of about the same 

tonnage as the Wasp^ and manned with a 
Tefj large crew, about one hundred and 
twenty of whom had been drafted from the 
Oomtitutum^ while the rcstof her complement 
had been made up from' other vessels in the 
Atlantic ports, again appeared on the lake to 
raome offensive operations. VTe have been 
particular in noticing the mode in which the 
Om&ral Pike was manned, as a body so large 
aa one hundred and twenty from one vessel, 
all trained to work together, must have in- 
spfared her commander with the greatest con- 
fidence, especially when aware that, with the 
exception of the few thorough bred seamen 
who had been brought from Great Britain by 
Sir James Yeo, the remainder of the crews of 
the British Canadian navy were fresh water 
seamen, picked up hastily, and possessing few 
recommendations, save dauntless bravery, and 
an ardent attachment to the cause in which 
they had been enlisted. Commodore Ohaun- 
oey's fleet now consisted of fourteen vessels, 
making up a force of over twenty-seven hun- 
dred tons, and manned by about twelve hun- 
dred picked men. Sir James Yeo*s fleet was 
Just one third inferior to his adversary in 
tonnage, guns and men ; what his men lacked, 
however, in numbers and discipline, was in 
some degree made up by the spirit and zeal 
which animated them. 

Commodore Chauncey's first object was the 

D«.onrtrai»„«..nrt ^P'""*' ?' d«f' ^ctio". 
the storeH at Burling- of a considerable quan- 
ton Heights tity of stores that had 

been collected at Burlingt6n Heights, and 
which he had ascertained to be but slenderly 



guarded. Got Harvey, anxious for the pro. 
tection of these stores, and suspecting, from 
Chaimcey*s manoeuvres, his design^ dee- 
patched Lieut Col Battersby, with part of 
the Glengarry regiment to strengthen Major^ 
Haule, who commanded at Burlington Heights. 
Col Battersby by a forced march of extra- 
ordinary celerity, arrived with his reinforce- 
ment, and the American commodore, finding 
that his reception was likely to be warmer 
than he either anticipated or desired, prudent* 
ly kept his men out of reach of harm, con- 
tenting himself with the capture of a few of 
the neighboring inhabitants. Having ascer- 
tained, however, that Col Battersby's depar- 
ture had left York undefended, he determined 
to swell the number of " American victories " 
by ** a second siege and storming. &c** of that 
place. He accordingly seized his opportunity, 
and bore away for that port, which he 
entered on the 81st July. 

Amongst the officers whom Commodore 

Col. Boott bresUttg Chauncey had embarked 
v^^ for the expedition against 

Burlington Heights, we find the name of 
Lieut Col Scott Now, according to Sir 
George Prevost, Lieut Col Scott was at that 
time an unexchanged prisoner of war, on his 
parole. Breaking parole is a severe charge to 
make against an officer, especially one who, 
as General Scott, has occupied, since, so 
prominent a place in the world's history, 
nevertheless, on Mr. James* authority, and 
with but faint denial of the charge from 
American historians, we feel compelled to 
avow our belief that. Lieut Col. Scott did 
actually forfeit his pledged word of honor as 
a soldier, on the occasion of the second descent 
upon York. 

We will now enter on our proof of this 
charge. All lists of prisoners paroled or ex- 
changed, were necessarily transmitted to the 
commander-in-chief. In this case it will be 
found in Sir George Prevost*s despatch of the 
8th August,* to Lord Bathurst, that colonel 
Scott is exprcBsly mentioned cts an unparoled 
prisoner who had forfeited his pledged word. 
A faint attempt has been made to clear 
.colonel Scott, from the imputation on the 

* This despatch will be found under tho no^t K <l 
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plea that ** he believed himself to be an ex- made no objections to doing duty : that on 
changed prisoner," but as no shadow of proof general Wilkinson^s arrival at Waterford, in 

has been brought forward, the defence can the ensuing January, lieutenant Read called 

not be entertained — The following was the upon him, and exhibited the order received 

form of parole signed by lieutenant-colonel from lieutenant-colonel Larnod ; that general 

Scott and others when taken prisoners, ** we Wilkinson thought the order very improper, 

promise, on honor, not to bear arms, directly and afterwards issued the following order, 

or indirectly, against his Britannic Majesty, dated, A\^aterford, January, 18th 1814. 

or his allies, during the present war, until we ' A military officer is bound to obey 

are regularly exchanged. AYe likewise en- promptly, and without hesitation, every order 

gage that the undermentioned non-com- he may receive, which does not affect bis 

missioned officers and privates, soldiers in the honor ; but this precious inheritance must 

aervice of the United States, who are per- never be voluntarUy forfeited^ nor should any 

mitted to accompany us, shall conform to the earthly power wrest it from him. It follows 

same conditions.'* This is no accusation that, where an officer is made prisoner, and 

trumped up at this late period to impugn released on his parole of honor, not to bear 

Gen. Scott's character as a man of honor — on arms against the enemy, no professional 

the contrary, it was made at the time, and duties can be imposed on him, while he con* 

while lieutenant-colonel Scott was yet un- tinues in that condition; and under such 

known to fame, and of no more importance circumstances, every military man will justify 

in public estimation than any other American him for disobedience." 

officer. It is therefore of consequence, that " Such," adds James, ** are the principles 

his friends should, if they can, at least make upon which Mr. Madison conducted the lata 

the attempt to wipe away the imputation. war. Lieutenant-colonel Scott, although per* 

An extract from James will throw some ^P^ ^^^ ®"® ^f those American officers, who, 

additional li>?ht on the subject, and prove that "^f lieutenant Read, * made no objection to 

ttiere were other officers besides colonel Scott, ^^*°8 ^^^f ^^ compliance with th4 shameful 

who did not scruple to break their parole, ^^^^ ^^ ^»s Government, certainly gave his 

when a convenient opportunity presented P*^^® *' Queenston, and yet subsequenUy 

itsein " To the doughty quarrel between Mr. appew-cd^ in arms, both at Fort George, and 

President Madison, and general James Wil- *** ^^^'^' 

kinson, ♦ of the American army, we are in- ^^'® ^^® pleasure in mentioning, that lieu- 

debted for some important disclosures relative ^^^°' ^*^» ^^ ^^« ^^^^^ Sutes army, also a 

to the paroled prisoners. The general very P"«>n€r at Queenston, declined obeying tha 

candidly tells us, that lieutenant George ^^^^' ^^ perform duty, on the ground, that it 

Road, a witness examined on the part of the ^^ ^^^*>'s contrary to the parole. This 

prosecution, at the general court martial, meritorious case being an exception, as it 

held at Troy, in the gtate ofNewYork, in ^^^^^ appear, enhances its value; and it 

February, 1814, deposed on oath, " that on ^^^^^ ^ operate as a lesson to that govern^ 

the 24th December, 1813, whUe a prisoner ™®^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^® reputation of 

on parole, he received from colonel Lamed, its officers, to facilitate the means of conquest 

an order to |-epair to Greenbush, m the fol- ^''^ perfectly clear that Lieutenant- Colonel 

lowing words :— ^^^^ ^"^^^ ^^ parole in every sense, 

« T j»' A J u xu A !• . as he not only joined what might be called 

* I am directed by the soTetary of war, to ,. » . . . xi. . , ^*v« 

,,.,..,.. . . ' the non-combatants m then: usual earrison 

call m all the Amencan prisoners of war, at ^. ^ , .„ « ^ ^ . . ,. 

or near this vicinity, to their post, ud that rouUni> ot driOs, &c ; but he took, acoordmg 

th,»offleers join them for drilling, *a-Yoa ^.^^ George, an acUre part m the mo« 

will therefore repair to the cantonments at Bt>™IS scon^ of the «mpajgn, thus rendering 

Greenbush. without loss of time.' • Lieute- ^ <»««l«=t'^« f-^" *e path of honor doubly 

«. o J V ^u J Au It. i. L -J flagrant. We have found that Amencan 
naat Read further deposeth, that he repaired ^, , , , , . , , , , ^ 
. r> uu' riu J J wnters have been always ready to lay hold of 
to Greenbush, m pursuance of the order, and ,, ,. .^ . . , , . ., ^ ^ 
the slightest charge (witness the case of Gapt. 

• Wilkiiia(m'i]femoixi,ToI.8,pi«el97» Manners at Stony Creek) against British 
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officers, it will be well for them then in the 
present case to direct their attention towards 
clearing the character of one of their most 
distinguished men from the stain of di^onor 
resting on it 

To return, however, from oar digression, to 

Commodore Chaancej, 
Second denent upon 

York I7 Chaunoqr. whom we left Jost after 

his appearance, a second time, before York. 
This place being left by Colonel Battersby's 
d^artore with the Glengarry fendbles, un- 
defended, the Americans landed without 
oppotition and took quiet possession. The 
first thing done was to lay hold of everjrthing* 
in the shape of stores, that could possibly be 
' 'construed into public property, and the decision 
resting not with a court of judicial enquirers^ 
but rather with men not overburthened with 
scruples, it may be easily inferred that some 
private property did by mittale find its way 
to American owners. Their other acts seem 
to have been attended with the same evidences 
ci republican license, as they opened the 
gaol land liberated the prisoners, some of whom 
were in confinement awaiting their trial for 
capital offences. The few men in the hospital 
^0 were so iO as not to bear moving^ even 
in the opinion of American prisoner-hunters, 
were paroled — the others were removed as 
trophies won at the *' second battle of York." 
The public store-houses were then all destroy- 
ed, and by miitake some of the store-houses 
of the inoffensive inhabitants with large 
quantities of providons, were first sacked, and 
afterwards burnt This- was a feir day's work, 
and accomplished without so much fighting or 
loss of life as the capture of the dep6t at Buri- 
Ungton would have occasioned. A commander 
of energy or daring would, perhaps, have been 
scarcely satisfied to leave himself open to the 
charge of having been frightened by a handful 
of men, and prevented, in consequence, from 
accomplishing an enterprise of some import- 
ance. Commodore Chauncey, however, knew 
better; and as we suppose he must have been 
the best judge of the value of his character 
we leave our readers to form their own esti- 
mate of the aftur. A second landing was 
made on the next day, and an aq>editum fitted 
out which proceeded a mile ^ aa up the Don, 
tinder the pretext of searching for pubh'c 
stores. The real object was to procure fresh 



provimons cheaply for the shipping. Having 
succeeded in all their objects, towards evening 
they embarked, and the fleet sailed for Niagara* 
taking with them, or having dtotroyed, five 
guns, eleven boats, with a quantity of shot, 
shells and other viHitary stores. Sir George's 
dispatch* itill bear out all we have asserted 
relative to the injuries inflicted by the enemy 
on private individuals, by whom, indeed, this 
vintation was almost entirely felt This is a 
circumstance which must not be lost sight of 
by the reader, as we shall soon have to show 
how ^loud was the outcry raised by both the 
American people and government when 
retaliatiuy measures were adopted by the 
British. Christie mentions a curious coind- 
dence, viz :-^that on the very day the American 
commander and his troops were burning the 
barracks and stores at York, Ueut-Col 
Murray was no less actively emplo3red on the 
same business at Plattsburg — ^we shall, how- 
ever, have to treat of this in its proper place. 
The American fleet, remained quietly at 
Niagara until the appearance of the British 
fleet on the 8th of August Sir James had 
sailed firom Kingston, on the 81st of July with 
supplies for the army, and having duly landed 
them, he looked into Niagara in hopes of 
tempting Commodore Chauncey to leave his 
anchorage. The challenge was accepted and 
the Americans bore down on the British Une 
with whom they manoeuvred for neariy two 



• Fnm Sir O. Prtvoti to Earl BaikmrtL 

Head-quarters, Kipgston, 
Upper Canada, August 8th, 1813. 
My Lord, — ^I have the honour to acquaint joor 
lordship, that the enemy^s fleet, of 12 sail, made 
its anpearaooe off. York on the Slst ultimo. 
The titfee square ri^ed vessels, the Pike, Madisr 
on, and Oneida, came to anchor in the offing; 
hot the schooners passed up the harbor, and 
landed several boats full ci troops at the former 
garrisoo, and proceeded from thence to the town, 
of which they took possession. They opened the 
goal, liberated the prisoners, and took away three 
sokBers eonfined for felony: they then went to 
the hospitals, and paroled the few men that could 
not be removed. They next entered the store- 
houses of some of the inhabitants, seized their 
contents, ebiefly floor, and the same being private 
property. Between 11 and 12 o'clock that night 
they returned on board their vessels. The next 
morning, Sunday, ^e 1st instant, the enemy 
again landed, and sent three armed boats up the 
river Don, in search of public stores, of which 
bebg dissppobted, by sun-set both soldiers and 
saikMrs had evacuated the town, the small barrack 
wood-yard, aad store-hooie, on Qlbrahar PoinI, 



H13T0RY OP TUE WAR OF 1812. 



101 



d*fB, kHtng fonr smitll vessels during thiit 
time, two of them, (the Julia and 6rmi>lei-) 
by capture, and [he other two, (the Seourgi 
of eight gons and the HnmiUon of nine,) by 
their being upset in a Si]imll* The entire 
crewB of these «eB«)l8, with the ezeepllon of 
BisCeen wlw were saved by the British boais, 
were lost, Comiuodoro Chauiicey, aomcwhat 
disheartened at the loss or four of hix vessetp, 
and M many men, bore up for Ningara. from 
wheoce he sailed soon nfter to Sai^kett's 
Harbor, where he arrived on the 13lh of 
AagOBt. Afl the reader may be scarcely yet 
kwaretJtheaatualEUperianty in point of force 
of th« Americati!) over the British fleet, we 
wili giro a few extracts from the Naval 
Begjster with tiie detailed account of the 
oecmreDces of the 9th and lOth of August 

We will follow Sir James Veo through oil 

SliJ«DeiTeoonI»ko '''" "P*"^''""^ f"» ^^^ 
Ontwlo. date of the return of the 

fleet, aft«r the Sackctt's Uarbor attempt, to 
the a£Ur now Under consideration. 

Wo have already shown the valuable ser- 
vice rendered by Sir James, m the attack on 
the Americans, at the Forty Mile Orcck.where 
it may be remembered much valuable camp 
•qalpage, stores, provisions, &c. — were, thro' 
his Instrumentality, captured. On the 13th 
(June) he made prises of two schooners and 
aome boats containing supplies, and learning 
from some of the prisoners, that there was a 



baviiiK beev Bnt get 
da7-4^t the foUowIag 

The plunder obtained by the euemj upon thia 
ptAdalory eipedidon bu been Indeed trifling, 
and the loa has al together hllen upon indivlduiile ; 
the ptddio store* orercry description having been 
remored; and the onlj prisoners Ukan bv them, 
there, being ooD&Deil to felons and invalids in the 



dep6l of provisions at tjie Genesee Itivcr he 
directed his coarse thither, add succeeded in . 
securing then-hole. On thcl9ihhc captured 
another supply of stores and provisions from 
Great Sodus, ami returned on the 39th tO 

■ On bis nest cruise, after landing tbe elorefl 
at Burlingtnn we found him, as alreaily de- 
scribed, inviting the American fleet to leave 
the protection of their batteries. We W'" 
lion- quote from the Nacal Gkroniela : 

"The American^ by their own admission) 
had fourteen vessels, armed, also by their ad^ 
niiasion, with one hundred and fourteen guns. 
Nearly one-fourth of the long guns and car- 
ronodes were on pivot carriages, and wers 
consequently as effectivein broadside as twieO' 
tlie number. The fourteen American vcssela 
were manned with eleven hundred and ninety 

When SirJamesYeo made his appearance off 
Niagara, the Americans could scarcely inter- 
pret his manieuvres to aught but what they 
were intended to convey — a challenge — wo 
therefore find that " Commodore Ghauncey 
immediately got under way, and stood out , 
with his fourtton vessels, formed in line lA 
battle ; but, as the six British vessels ap- 
proached, the American vessels, after dischar- 
ging their broads des,woreandstoodundertheir 
batteries. Light airs and calma prevented Sir 
James Yco from clo»ng ; and, during ths 



The troops 
mariues, and 
tfaey ware one 
OhKnDe«y and 
changed prisoc 
irliam landed i 
the arrlTiI ot t 
the idHda we 
prioc^Ml gent) 
MBsionMbdi 



wMcfa were landed ware acting as 
appeared to be about S50 men; 
lar the command of coaimodore 
Usulenant-coloncI Bcelt, an auei- 
ler of war oa his parole, tmth of 
•ritli the Croopg. The town, upon 
he enemr, nos totally defencelew j 
TO Btill on their parole; and ibe 
emen had retired, from an appre- 
ig treated with the same severity 
MTeral of the iuhabltanta near Fort- 
lad been mad<: prisoners, and sent 



*CMrtil arj^'apnl timnvh pren oTsaU In endnm 



to the United Statee. Lien tenant-colonel Batters- 
bj, of tbe Olengarry fendbles, with the dettch- 
meot of light troops under hiscotnmand, who bed 
been stationed at York, was, upoalbe appearance 
of the enemy's fleet off that place, on tbe S9th 
ult. ordered with his deucbment and light artill< 
erj to proceed for the protection of the depots 
formed oa Burliogion Ueiglils, where he had 
joined mi^or Uaule'a detachment of the 104th 
reglmtnt, and concentrated his force on the fbl* 
lowing evening. The enemy hud, during the 
course of that diif, Uaded frote tbe llentGUU men, 
near Brandt's boose, with an Intanlioiiof storniiug 
the helghta ; but Bnding major Muule well pre- 
pared to reoeko them, and being informed of 
lieutenant-colonel Battersby'a march, tbej re-em- 
barked, and Blood away fur York. 

Hy last sGcounta from m^or-genemlDe Rotten- 
burg are to the 3d instant, when the enemy's 
fleet had anchored oO Niagara. I have received 
no tidings of our squadran under sir Janius Veo, 
since its aailing from hence on the Slst ultimo. 

1 have the honor to be, Le. 

Qeoboe PaCTOR. 

Karl Bathont, &c Ao. ie. 
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night, in a heavy fiquall, two of the American 
schooners, Che HamiUan and Scourge^ upset, 
and their crews unfortunately perished. On 
the 9th the two parties were again in sight of 
each other, and continued manoeuvring dur- 
ing that and the succeeding day. On the 10th, 
at night, a fine breeze sprang up, and Sir 
James Yeo immediately took advantage of it, 
by bearing up to attack his powerful oppo- 
nent ; but, just as the Wolfe got within gun- 
shot of the Pike and Madison^ these two pow- 
erful American ships bore up, fired their stem 
chase guns, and made sail for Niagara ; leav- 
ing two fine schooners, the Julia and Grouh 
IffT, each armed with one long thu-ty-two and 
one long twelve pounder on pivots, and man- 
ned with a crew of forty men, to be captured 
without an effort to save them. With his two 
prize5^ and without the loss of a man, and 
with no greater injury to his ships than a few 
cut ropes and torn sails, Sir James Yeo re- 
tamed to Kingston.** 

We have examined with some care the min 
isterial organ, {Niles Register) for some notice 
of this afikir, with the intention of giving the 
American account at length, and we were the 
more dedrous of doing this from our having 
lighted, during our search, on the following 
choice paragraph — ** A Montreal paper speaks 
of Commodore Chauncey as *not having 
learned even the rudiments of war. We hare 
sent him (says the same paper,) a most able 
teacher (Sir James Yeo) who will carry him 
through all the inflections peculiar to it in 
much less time than a school-boy can be 
taught to conjugate a verb, or understand its 
principal.* ** 

"One would think that this paragraph was 
written by Sir James himself^ for it is quite 
his character. We shall see when Chauncey 
gets along side of him — *'Ma^*« oZ^*' 

After reading this elegant extract which 
will be found on the two hundred and twenty- 
seventh page of the fourth volume of Nilee 
Regieter^ we were quite prepared for finding 
a iuU, true, and particular account of Commo- 
dore Chaunccy's ** brilliant victories over an 
enemy ddUble his force,** and perhaps the 
surest evidence of Sir James Yeo*s success 
may be found in the fact of Commodore 
Chauncey*s ihot having captured the whole 
British fleet oi» paper. We give an extract of 



the Commodore^s modest ofi&clal letter^ that the 
reader may compare it first, with our version, 
and, secondly, with the enly notices in Kilm 
RegieUr which bear distinctly on the subject, 
and which arc found in volume five, page 
twelve. " Conmiodore Chauncey fell in with 
the enemy *s squadron ; of whom, after a good 
deal of manoeuvring, he got the weather g^e. 
*' 7%e Britieh bore atray, and he then choMd 
them to Kingston. '* It was thought that the 
enemy would not give a chance for the com- 
bat so earnestly desired by the officers and 
crews.** "It is po^tively stated that two 
schooners were captured for want of obedi- 
ence to orders ; perhaps by having too much 
eagerness to meet the foe. It is agreed upon 
that our gallant Commodore never yet had 
the power to bring the enemy to action — ^his 
vessels in general sailing much better than 
our& The Sylph^ however, is a valuable aux- 
iliary in catching the foe.*' 



^Extract of a letter from Commodore Chaoncej to 

the S^cretary of the Navy, dated on board the 

ship General Pike, at Sackett*s Harbor, 13th 

August, 1S13. 

Sir, — I arrived here this day with this ship, 
the Madison, Oneida, Governor Tompkins, God- 
qaest, Ontario, Pert, and Lady of the Lake. The 
Fair American and Asp I left at Niagara. Since I 
had the honor of addressing yon last^ I have been 
mach distressed and mortified ; distressed at the 
loss of a part of the force entrusted to my com- 
mand, and mortified at not being able to bring the 
enemy to action. The following movements and 
transactions of the squadron, since the 6th inst.« 
will give you the beet idea of the diffieoltiea and 
morUfications that I have had to encounter. 

On the 7th, at daylight, the enemy*8 fleet, con- 
sisting of two ships, two brigs, and two lam 
schooners, were discovered bearing W.N.W., 
distant aboat five or six mUes, wind at west At 
five, weighed with the fleet, and mancsavred •• 
gain the wind. At nine, having passed to lee- 
ward of the enemy's line and abreast of his vih 
ship Cthe Wolfe), hoisted our colors and fired a 
few guns, to ascertain whether we coold readi 
him with oar shot ; finding they fell short I wore 
and hauled upon a wind upon the starboard tadt ; 
the rear of oar schooners then aboat nx mileii 
apart. The enemy wore in succession and haoled 
up on a wind on the same tack, hot soon finding 
that we should be able to weather htm upon ihm 
next tack, he tacked and made all sail to tb« 
northward. As soon as oar rear vessels eould 
fetch his wake, tacked and made aD sail in chase. 
In the altemooo the wind became very light, and 
towards night quite calm. The schooners and 
their sweeps all the afternoon, in order to ckiee 
with the tomajf bat wilbovl 
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One can acaroely wonder at the mistakes 
into which the too credulous citizens of the 
Union were led, when the systematic lying of 
tfie Govemment is taken into consideration^ 
The following morceaux will show whether 
we have affixed too harsh a term to the tissue 
^ misrepresentation that was so sedulously 
woren round the inhabitants of the Union. 
They are taken from the principal source ol 
the fictions — The GoTemment Organ. 

'* The Lady of the Lake, (a flag sent to 
Kingston) has just returned. The whaling 
we gave them we find to have been much 
more serious than we then expected. Sir 
James Yeo acknowledges to have been beat- 
en by us in each rencounter, and thinks him- 
jelf lucky that we could not follow the vic- 
tory up. He says the fighting was done ; 
asd that he had given orders to his men to 
escape from their vessels as soon as they 
grounded, and that their trains were already 
bid, for blowing them up. His ships were 
literally torn to pieces, and a number of 
officers and men killed and wounded. 

«* Another account of the battle, says, the 
fighting was ov^ and it was only necessary 
for Commodore Ghauncey to take possession, 
to hare completed his victory ; but in this he 
was disappointed by a sudden gale of wind, 
which drove the enemy's fleet to tho head of 
iSbe lake, under the protection of their bat- 
tories. Conmiodore Ghauncey might still 
httfe destroyed their fleet; but our fleet 

JM» in the afternoon I made the signal of recall, 
Mdfonned inclose order. Wind daring the niffht 
from the wettward, and after midnight squallj ; 
ki^pt all hands at quarters and beat to windward 
in hopes to gain the wind of the enemj. At two 
A.M. missed two of our scboonera; atdajU^t 
diaoovered the missing schooners to be the 5a- 
MQton and Scourge. Soon after, spoke the Oo- 
iremor Tompldnt, who informed me that the Ha- 
milton and Scourge both overset and sank in a 
hsavy squall, about two o*clock ; and, diatressiiig 
to relate, every. bouI perished, except sixteen. 
Thb fiUal aoddent deprived me at once of the 
ssrvleesol two valuable officers, Lieut Winter 
•ad SaiUng Master Osgood, and two of my best 
gsbooners, mounting together 14 euns. This ao- 
sldent dving to the enemy dedaedlj the supe- 
liority, I thought he would take advantage of it. 
fsftkiihrlj as by a change of whid he was 
m^bk bnifjtki dead to windward of me. Formed 
lbs fine upon the larboard tack and hove to. 
floon after six jlu. the enemy bore up and set 
stwdding ■JJlii apparentlv with an intentk>n to 
us to action. When he had approached 
" i four miles hs bffomjhl tO| on stsffboard 
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must, in turn, have inevitably been lost also, 
and the grand object of the government, the 
command of the lake, frustrated. 

Ghauncey might have covered himself with 
the same imperishable glory, that did Parry ; 
but then he would have unfortunately aban- 
doned the all-important object for which he 
was contending, and which, by his masterly 
conduct on that day, was completely and 
effectually secured to us.'* 

The seemingly careless manner in which the 
Capture of schooners. capture of the two 
schooners is disposed of is worthy of remark, 
it being incidentally brought in as if an a£fair 
quite unconnected with the action,0f so petty a 
skirmish deserved the name) and only arising 
from an error, the effect of excess of bravery. 
The last item respecting the Sylph^ has been 
most judiciously introduced to cover the ad- 
mission of *^he effects of too much bravery," 
but still it was not quite enough without the 
usual contrast of the merits of the respective 
commanders, so we are gravely told first that 
Gommodore Ghauncey partook of a splendid 
dinner prepared for him, in Washington Hall, 
New York, in honor of the affiur, and in the 
next paragraph informed that Sir J. Yeo was 
a blustering bully with whom discretion was 
the better part of valour, and firom whom, as 
a British official, truth could not be expected. 

We aro most fortunately enabled to test 
the value of Gommodore Ghaunoey's official 
letter, and the remarks of ITiUs^ BeguUr^ by 




tack, finding that the enemv had no intention 
of bringing us to action, I edeed away to cndn the 
land, in order to have the advantage of ttie land 
breeze in the afternoon. It soon after fell ealm, 
and I directed the schooners to sweep up and 
engage the enemy. About noon we got a light 
breese from the eastward. I took the Oneida in 
tow, aa she sailed badly, and stood for the enemy. 
When the van of our schooners was within about 
one and a half or two miles of his rear, the wfaid 
shifted to the westward, which again brought him 
to windward ; as soon aa the breeze struck him, 
be bore up for the schooners in order to cut them 
off before they could rejdn me ; but with their 
sweeps, and the breeze soon reaching them also^ 
they were soon in their station. The enemy find* 
ing himself foiled in this attempt upon tiis 
sonooaers, hauled his wind and hove to. It soos 
became very squally, and the appearance of its 
continuing so during the night; and aa we had 
been at quarters for nearly forU hours, and being 
appreheniBive of separating nom some of the 
heavy sailing schooners in the squall, I wta indneed 
to run in towarda Niagara, and anchor outside the 
bar. QsneralBoydfety haadsomeJtf offtred any 
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the following letter, from one of General 
Pike's officers, which found its way by mis* 
take into the United States Oatette of Sept 
6th. The writer, haying preyiously stated 
the American force at two ships, one brig and 
eleyen schooners, says — " On the 10th, at 
midnight, we came within gun shot, eyery 
man in high spirits. The schooners com- 
menced the action with their long guns which 
did great execution. At half-past twelye, the 
commodore fired his broadside, and gaye three 
cheers, which were 'returned from the other 
ships, the enemy closing last We lay by for 
our opponent, the orders haying been giyen 
not to fire till she came within pistol shot, — 
the enemy kept up a constant fire. Eyery 
gun was pointed, eyery match ready in hand, 
and the red British ensign plainly to be de- 
icried by the light of the moon ; when to our 
utter astonishment, the commodore wore and 
stood S. £. leaying Sir James Yeo to exult in 
the capture of two schooners, and in our re- 
treat which was certainly a yery fortunate 
one for him." Farther comment on the a£Eair 
is quite unnecessaiy after this letter, which 
is the most satisfactory proof we could haye 
adduced, first of the correctness of the account 
we took firom the Naval BegUter — secondly, 
of the meanness of Commodore Ghaunc3y in 



asaifltance in men that I might reqaire, I receiyed 
160 soldiers, and distributed tbem in the different 
yesselfl, to assist in boardine or repelling board- 
ers, as circumstances might require. It blew 
'yery heayj lo squalls during the night Soon 
after day discoyered the enemy^s fleet bearing 
north ; weighed and stood after him. The wind 
ioon became light and yariable, and before 12 
o'clock qaite calm. At fiye, iVesh breezes fh)m 
the north, the enemy's fleet bearing north, dis- 
tant about four or fiye leagues. Wore the fleet 
in succession, and hauled upon a wind on the lar- 
board tack. At sundown the enemy bore K.W. 
by N. on the starboard tack. The wind hauling 
to the westward I stood to the north- 
ward all night in order to gain the north shore. 
At day Heht tacked to the westward, the wftad 
haying cTianged to XK. W. Soon after, discoyered 
the enemy's neet, beu^ng S.W. I took the Asp, 
the Madison, and the Fair American In tow, and 
made all sail in chase. It was at this time we 
thought of realudng what we had been so lone 
toUing for ; but berore tweWe o*cloek the wind 
ehanged to W.S.W.. which brought the enemy 
to windward; tacked to the northward ; at three, 
the wind inclining to the northward, wore to the j 
southward and westward, and made the signal 
Ibr the fleet to make all sail. At (bur the eniemy 
bore 8.S.W.; bore up and steered fbr Mm. At 
fiye obseryed the enemy beoahned under the 



penning the dispatch we haye giyen in our 
notes, and thirdly, of the utter want of prin- 
ciple of both the American goycmment and 
their official organ,iVi7«' Weekly Begister.^lt 
is almost unnecssary to add that an order was, 
soon after the appearance of this letter, issued 
at Washington, forbidding any officer to write, 
with the intention of publication, any accounts 
of the operations of the fleet and army. 

The officer, who has so opportunely enabled 
us to add, to the eridence already brought 
forward, one more proof of the unworthy 
means adopted by American commanders 
and their rulers^ at Washington, to delude a 
yain glorious people with ficticious statements 
of their prowess, has unwittingly raised the 
yell which the cabinet at Washington would 
haye willingly sufiered to renuun oyer Chaon- 
cey and his doings. He says, " we proceeded 
directly,** (which, we presume means, after 
they had done chivying Sir James Teo to 
Kingston,) " for Sacketfs Ilarbour, where we 
yictualled and put to sea, the next day, after 
our arriyal, August 14th. On the 16th we 
discoyered the enemy again and hurried to 
quarters, again got clear jtf the enemy by 
dint of carrying sail, and rorarned to Sackett*s 
Harbor. On the 18th we again fell in with 
the enemy steering for Kingston, and we 



land, nearing him yery fast with a fine 

from NN.W. At six formed the order of battle 

within about four miles of the enemy. The wind 

at this time yery light At 7 the wfaid ehanged 

to S.W.. and a IVesh breese, which again plaoed 

the enemy to windward of me. Tacked and 

hauled upon a wind on the larboard taok, «id« 

easy sail, the enemy standing after us. At niM, 

when within about two gunshot of our reer, be 

wore to the southward ; I stood on to the nertb- 

ward under easy sail ; the fleet formed fn two 

lines, a part of the schooners formed the woitiiw^ 

line, with orders to commence the fire apoa the 

enemy as soon as their shot would take eflbel, 

and as the enemy reached them to edge down 

upon the line to leeward and pass through the 

interyals and form to leeward. At about half 

past ten the enemy tacked and stood 4fter «Sk 

At eleyen the rear of our line opened Us flrt 

upon the enemy; in about fifteen miniilM iIm 

fire beeame general from the weather Une, whieli 

was returned from the enemy. At hidf past 11 tht 

weather line bore up and passed to iM^aid, •» 

oept the Growler and JuHa, which soon ifrirrtailrs< 

to the southward, which brought Uie enmay-^ 

tween them and me. Filled the malntopsafl aad 

edged two points to lead the enemy down, ael 

only to engi^re him to more adrantage, bat to lead 

him fh>m the Growler and Jatia. Ue^ hamwm^ 

kept Ms wtodtmtUbeoetnpleteiyssfMtftrttlwii 
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FMched the harbor on the 19th. Thii u the 
tftmlt Iff laa ctumm, f Ac fint of lehich ly 
pnper ^aidanu miyht hare decided in 
^atoar the ntpenarity on the late and 
Mfuenliy in CanadaJ' 

We take leave of Comniodore Chaunccy for 
Uie present with these two striking insUncca 
of his having (According to American writers 
Mod official bulletins) chased the British com- 
uander all around the lake. 

The demonstration against Fort George \a 
very pithily described. 



0«iMBe fTBioM. 



moment happened in the 



Mntre diTiskHi,t until joined by Sir Oeorge, 
tor a few daya, when a grand demonHtratioo 
Vai displayed, by marching the enemy up the 
hni, and down again, which resulted in gatis- 
fyiag him that nothing could be done 
dislodge the enemy." We might ufely adopt 
tliU description, for an exanun^tii: 
&cU will alTord very little else to record. 
Cbristie haodlea this subject Tery fairly, but 
be ia obliged to admit, after allempting a sort 



of an eicnse for Sir George, that, " the pres- 
tige which Burroundcd his military character 
improTcd by the popularity he was acquiring 
as a chiff governor, had been sensibly influ- 
enced by his failure at Sackelt's Harbour, and 
the present fruitless " demon strai ion " as (to 
coTcr his second failure) ho termed it, dis- 
pelled what little confidence in him, as 
commander of Ibo forces, the army, and thoso 
in tho country the best able to judge of hia 
abililiesasBUch, previously entertained." The 
only excuse that e»on Christie's good nature 
I was, thnt " the whole force in the 
neighbourhood of Fort George, at (hat period, 
did not exceed two thousand men, on an ex- 
tended lino while that of the enemy in Fort 
George exceeded four thouMnd." The sum 
of tho whole affair ia that, Sir George (for 
reasons best known to himself, as he has not 
chosen to make them public) determined to 
make an attack on Fort Gcorgo on the 
34th August, and a moceraent was made for 
an assault upon it The BriKah drove in the 
pickets, several of which were taken, advanc- 
ing to within a short distance of the enemy. 



tvo Tcwels from llie rut of tbe squadron. e<- 
<lliang«d a few shot with litis sbip an ho paued, 
withoat iaju:7 to us, and made sail after our two 
■Bhooners. Ticked and stood aHer bim. At IS 
teidnjght) finding that I moac either separate 
Mot tbe rwE of the sijuadrun, or relioquisb the 
hope of Baling the two which bud sopurated, I 
nluctantly gaie up tbo pursuit, rcpEned the 
Hitwdron tliea to leeward, aud fonnsd the lioe oo 
tha starboard uck. The firing wu continued 
between our two icbouoers and tbe enemy's Sect 
mdl about erio i.u., when, I preaume, thej were 
obliged to sutrander to a force so much their 
npeiior. Saw notbiai); more of the enemy Ibat 
■Igbti sooD after daylight disco re rod theto cluae 
ia with ine oorth shore, with ons of our achoon- 
•n in tow, the other not to bo aeen. I presume 
ibo may hare been sunk. Tba enemj showed 
no diapoaition to corae down upon ua, altbough 
to windwsrd, and blowing henvj from W. The 
Khoanan labouring verf muoh, I ordered twoof 
the dullest to run into Niagara and anchor. The 
nle incrao^ng very mucb, and ss [ could not go 
mto Niagara, with (bia ahip, I determiood to 
Wta to Qenesee Bar, as a shelter for the small 
«MMla,ai]d with the expeoHiion of beiDgable to 
4t>taiD proTlaioos for tba squadroo, as we were all 
nearly out, tbe Medusa and Oneida not having 
fe^Dgla doj's oo tioard when we arrived opposite 
fhiMBBe Bay. I found there was arerj pros- 
fACt of the gsle's continuing, and if it did, I 
Mold run to this place and provision the whole 
■q^oadroo with more certainty, and nearlj in the 
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same time that I could at GeoBseo, admitting 
that I could obuuo provlsiona al that piaca, 
AHer bringing the breeio aa far as Oswego, the 
wind IiBcBroe light, inclining lo a calm, which baa 
iWOlonged our passage to tb!s day. I shall pro- 
"ision the squadron for five weeks, and proceed 
ip the lake this evening, and when I return again 
I hope to be able to communicate more agreeable 
- iwa than this communication contains. 
Tho loss of tbe Growler and JulU, m the man- 
ir in which they have been lost, la mortifying 
the extreme ; and although Iheir cotnmaodera 
diaobovod my positive orders, I am willing to be- 
lieve that It arose from an trror of judgment and 
excess of loal to do more than was required of 
ibem; thinking, ptobobly, that the euemy io- 
taodcd to bring us to a general action, they 
thought, by gaining tho wind of him they would 
have it more in their power to injure and annoy 
him than they could by foroiing to leeward of our 
line. From what 1 have been ubie to discoverof 
the movements of t!ie enemy, he haa no intention 
of engaging im, except he can get deoiJedty (b« 
advantage of wiod and weather, and as hw vm- 
"'"io squadron sail better than our squadroc. ha 
always avoid on action ; unlesss 1 can gain 
wind and have sufflcienl daylight to bring 
to action before dark. Hia object la, evf 
Uy, to harass us by night atUcks, by which 
.na he thjuki to cut off our small dull sailing 
schooners in datalL Fortune has evldflnlly fa. 
vored him thns &r. I hope tliat it will be my 
lorn next, and, although inferior in point of foroe, 
1 feel very confident of success. 

r Iiave the honor lo be. Sir, very rcspeclfuDy 
your most obodlaui sacvaol, Isuo Cnaoaon. 
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The Americans, however, not having any 
particular fiincy for fighting where the odds 
were only two to one, declined leaving their 
entrenchments, and preferred keeping up a 
safe and quiet cannonade from the opposite 
hank of the river. Sir George, then, (not 
being General Brock) weighed the proa and 
§oni for an assault, and, unfortunately, for his 
•wn credit, decided that to risk an attempt on 
this port, which was not of sufficient moment, 
from its dilapidated condition, to compensate 
the loss that an attack must entail, would be 
neither prudent nor profitable. He accord- 
ingly, as Veritas has it, marched down the 
bill again and returned to Kingston. 

As a military commander. Sir George seems 
lo have lacked most sadly that very essential 
quality, energy — his personal bravery, no one 
(not even Veritas) has ever dared to impeach, 
but still it seems to have been of a negative 
character, and it is very evident that phreno- 
logists would not have discovered the organ 
of combativeness to be very largely developed. 
Christie bears very high testimony as to his 
worth in his civil capacity. " To the moment 
of his departure firom the province, his popu- 
larity with the people, as civil governor, re- 
mained unabated. We are well satisfied at 
being able to quote at least one fiivorable 
•pinion of Sir George, as Veritas is always 
unjust, and we think that oven James has 
adopted the fiushion o9 condemning Sir George 
loo readily. 

It is now necessary, in order to bring down 

naval events on the ocean, 
Cindwor Commodore . ^, , ^ 

BMen with Congreaa to the same date as we 

APMMeDt frigates hi^^e already reached with 
Mferenoe to the flotUlas on the lake, to visit 
Boston, from which Commodore Rogers, in 
ilie Prandenti sailed in company with the 
Ooogren frigate, on the Ist May, 1818. The 
^y after leaving port, the first opportunity of 
isiplkjmg American prowess presented itself 
in the shape of the British brig sloop Curlew. 
This was, however, but a transient gleam of 
good fortune, as the British vessd, according 
10 custom, ran away, and, *'by knocking 
ttway the wedges of jier masts, and using 
-ether means to improTe her sailing,*'* escaped. 
OtH[>tain Hesd considering, as we suppose, that 
a Britidi sloop of war was not quite a match. 
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single-handed, for two large American fri* 
gates. Had Commodore Rogers commanded 
the British sloop, he would doubtless haTe 
brought to action and captured both. On 
the 8th, according to our authorities, " the 
Congress, whether by intention or accident, 
parted company.** , 

A glorious opportunity was now presented 
to Commodore Rogers, and eageriy seized by 
him, of rivalling his brother commanders in 
" the chasing** (see Nilcs Register*) " and cap- 
turing of British frigates.** The American 
commodore having the natural sagacity of his 
countrymen for turning an honest penny, and 
considering that honor and glory are bnt 
names after all, and, to be enjoyed, require 
prize money, directed his attention to the 
homeward bound West India fieet The com- 
modore was, however, too late, and (misfor^ 
tunes never coming singly), he missed not 
only the goodly freighted West India-men, 
but also the opportunity (for which he el 
course thirsted) of taking at the same Ume^ 
the Cumberland seventy-four, Captain Thomas 
Baker. It is much to be regretted, on Oom- 
modore Rogers* account, that this happened, 
as the Cumberiand was a very fine vesssl, 
and a fast sailer, and would have been a yerf 
desunble acquisition to the American fleet 
About the 18th June, the disappointed qoo^' 
modore resolved to seize the "Dragon m Hs 
lair,** and steered towards the North Sss, 
looking out keenly for any vessels bound o«^ 
wards from the St €korge*s Channel; no 
prize, however, fell in his way. As the 
weather was now becoming warm, a craisein 
the northern latitudes could not fiul to b# 
pleasant, especially as there was a convoy of 
some flve-and-twenty or thirty sail firom Anh' 
angel to be intercepted, which would mdle 
profit with pleasure. It is a curious 
stance that, in high latitodes, firom the 
of the atmosphere, objects appear doahit 
their real size. It was, no doubt, from this 
circumstance that the American commodom 
suffered himself to be chased ttom his ststta 
by, as he thought, "a line of battle diip and 
a frigate,** but in reality by the thirty-two g«ft 
frigate Alexandria, Captain Robert CatlioBr^ 
and sixteen-gun sloop Spitfire, Captain Jelm 

I * "The brave Bogeis is now employed in 
I hmtfBig down Bilttrii ftfgslssen llie 
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Hlis. Wo will take our kccount of this ftOair 
from the same Boarce ks the Naval Chronicle, 
Tiz., the logn at (he two British shipB, pre- 
tnising th&t the commodore had been in ihe 
meantime joined by the Scourge. This is 
ptOTed by Commodore Bogers" letter to the 
NkTti board " at the time of meeting the ene- 
mj'fi two ships, the priTstccr Bchooner 
Scoui^ of New York, had joined company." 
We now give the extracts from the logs : — 

"On the 19th July, at 3h. SOm. p. k., lali- 
tade at noon 71 * 6a' north, longituds 20 ° 
18' east, the Alexandria and Spitlire, Btuiding 
■onth-east by Booth, with a light wind from 
the northward, discovered a frigato and ahr^e 
adiooner in the north'north cast. The two 
British ships immediately hauled up in chase, 
tad at Sh. 80m. p. H., tackedto the west north 
west, making the Russian as well aa English 
private signals. At 6li, 15m., the President 
■od her consort, whohad hitherto been stand- 
big towards the two British ships, tacked from 
them to the north-west, under all sail, followed 
t^ the Alexandria and Spitfire. At 7b. 30m. 
r. M., the Spitfire was within five miles of the 
President, who then bore from her norih- 
flortb-west" If the log of the Spitfire be 
correct, and that vessel was aatually within 
four miles of the enemy, it would appear ex- 
traordinary, but for the phenomenon wo have 
■Ireftdy adverted to, how the commodore 
could have been deceived, especially as we 
:Aiid it stated in the BHUsh logs that the light- 
nws of the night and the clearness of the 
Atmosphere enabled them to keep Eight of 
Iheir adversary. We will now take up the 
account from the Naval Chronicle. 

■■ Oq the 20th, at 4h. 80m. p. k., finding 
-dwt the Spitfire, as well as the President, was 
^oing upon her, the Alexandria cut away 
ier bower anchor. At 4h. 40m., the Scourge 
parted company with the President, which 
-was now nearly hull down from the leading 
Sritish ship. A schooner being unworthy 
gkme when a frigate was in sight, the Alex- 
andria and Spitfire contiaued in pursuit of 
■the President" 

"Their attention," says the commodore, 
"was so much engrossed by the President, 
■that they permitted her (Ihe Scourge) to 
MCftpe without taking any notice of her. 

At p. H., when the Alexandria bore from 
tlief^dtflra iiill two miles Bouth-sooth-east^ 



the Pre^dent bore north, distant only six 
miles. From this time the American frigat* 
continued gaining upon the Spitfire until lb. 
lOtn. p. H., on the 2Ist; when, thick weather 
coming on, the latterlost sight both of her con- 
sort and her chase. The discharge of fourguM 
however, by the Alexandria, enabled the Spit- 
fire to close. The two British shipsagainmakiot 
sail, the sloop, at 2 b. IGm. f. h,, again got sight 
of the President, in the west-south west, and 
at 4 p. w. were once more within six miles of 
her; which, says the commodore, "was quit* 
as near as was desirable," The chase con' 
tinned during the remainder of the 21st, ta 
the advantage of the American frigate, untl 
a A. K., OQ the 22rl, when the Spitfire, a fourth 
time, got within six miles of the President; 
who again, by the most strenuous efibrt^ 
began increasing her distance. 

At 6 p. M., when nearly hull-down (tom th* 
little persevering sloop, and quite out of dght 
from the Alexandria, the President fired • 
gun, hoisted an American ensign at her pieak, 
and a commodore's broad pendant at her iniutii 
and hauled upon a wind to the westward. 
Captain Etiis continued gallantly to stand on, 
until, at 6h. 40 m. p. n.. Captain Calhcarl; 
who was then eight miles in the east-north- 
east of his consort, considerately signalled thA 
Spitfire to close. As soon as the latter had 
done so, sail was again made; and the chaa« 
continued throughout that night, and until 10 
i.K. on the 23d; when the President had mil 
completely out of sight of both " the line-of- 
battle ship and the frigate," or, as an Ameri- 
can historian Fays, of the " two line-of-battle- 
ships,"* which had so long been pursuing 

Among the prisoners on board the Presi- 
dent at the time of the chase, were the master 
and mate of the British snow Daphne, of 
Whitby. According to the journal of these 
men, published in the ncwEpapcrs, they, at 
well as many of the President's officers and 
men, were convinced that the chasing shipa 
were a small frigate and a sloop of war. Thej 
describe, in a ludicrous manner, the prepara- 
tions on board the President, to resist the 
attack of this formidable squadron. During 
each of the three days a treble allowance of 
grog was served out to the crew, and an im- 

■ Naval UoDDiaent, p. S8(^ 
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mense quantity of star, chain, and other kinds 
of dismantling shot got upon deck, in readi- 
ness for action. It appears also that when the 
Eliza Swan whaler Love in sight a few days 
afterwards, she was supposed to he a large 
ship of war, and the ceremony with the grog 
and dismantling shot was repeated. After a 
▼ery cautious approach on the part of the 
President, the chase was discovered to be a 
clump of a merchantman, and made prise of 
accordingly. 

American writers have blustered a good 
deal about the invincibility and gallant deeds 
of their navy, and have enlarged nM>8t partio- 
nlarly on the events of this very cruise ; and 
yet, when all the. circumstances of the afiair 
are placed before the reader, what a contrast 
is presented in the conduct of the pursuers 
and pursued. Commodore Rogers admitted, 
that he was within five miles of his enemy, 
and yet he dared to pretend that he mistook 
a vessel of four hundred and twenty- two tons 
for a large frigate, and (still more barefaced) 
a small frigate of six hundred and sixty tons 
for, what ? a line-of-battle ship 1 1 Brave as 
Commodore Rogers might have been, it is 
well for him that he did not belong to the 
British service. Discretion is the better part 
of valour, and is a most necessary quality for 
a commander to possess, but, in the present 
instance, prudence in the commodore appears 
to have been somewhat akin to puisillaDimity, 
and with our severely dealing public, similar 
conduct would h^ve been rewarded, not with 
a public dinner, but a court-martial, the sen- 
tence of which would have been disgrace, 
if not death. It may be considered a most 
fortunate event for the two British command- 
ers (Cathcart and Ellis) that the Alexandria, 
from her bad sailing, prevented an encounter, 
as the two vessels were no match for the 
American frigate, even after making every 
allowance for the difference of the command- 
ers, and the engagement must have ended in 
the capture or destruction of the British ves- 
sels. Had this taken place, what an oppor- 
tunity would have been afforded for magnilo- 
quent effusions. — An American frioatb cap- 
turing A LINE-OF BATTLE SHIP AND A FKIOf TE. 

Such would assuredly have been the most 
modest version of the affair^ if we may judge 
by the capital that was made out of Commo- 
dore Rogers' running away. Not a httl« dis- 



mayed at his narrow escape, Commodore Ro^ 
gers "determined,** says James, "to quit a 
region where constant daylight afforded an 
enemy so many advantages over him,** we 
therefbre next find him more to the south- 
ward, in a position where there was a Ikvour- 
aUe opportunity for inteno^ting the trad6 
bound for the Irish channel Here he cruoied 
until again frightened from his station by m 
report of a superior force seen in that regioiL 
Running up the Channel then, and rounding 
Ireland, he stood back to his own shores, audi 
hating succeeded in learning the stations ef 
the various British vessels, then cruinng; off 
the American coast, from a small schooner 
which he had captured, was enabled to rmt 
safely into Newport, Rhode Island. 

We have endeavored to give a fidr and an- 
pr^udiced account of Commodore Rogen^ 
cruise, atid we now propose to give a few 
extracts from our old friend, the Washingfoa 
organ. The first statement runs thus : — " Tha 
former,*' (the Frendent^) "was reported t6 
have taken the British vessel Theteus^ with 
specie.** {The TJiesetu %$ rated a e&centy-fdiuir 
in Steele's list) The Thetis frigate mounts 
thirty-eight guns and must be the veflsel 
alluded tO. Two things are note worthy is 
this paragraph, first, the insinuation respectng 
the ThesefuSf secondly, the assertion, rievev 
contradicted in regard to the Thetis. The>« 
is very little doubt but that the impreasioii 
conveyed to the citizens of the United States 
was that their pet hero Rogers had in aH 
probability captured a seventy-four— certainly 
a frigate. Could impudence go further than 
this? The next paragraph is still more 
amusing — "It is announced ofScially that 
Commodore Rogers captured his K M. brig 
Oruizer of eighteen guns off the Shethind 
Islands, the Oheron was in company b«l 
escaped. It was calculated that Rogers had 
done infinite damage to the Greenland trada 
For a considerable time he has given IbH 
employment to twenty or thirty of the enemy's 
vessels of war, and if they do catch him, he 
will cost them more than he will come ta** A 
postscript to this " bit of truth " goes on to 
inform us that " he had arrived at Newpori| 
after cruizing all rouTtd and round the British 
islands, though they have a thousand veisels 
of war. It is said that he brought into port 
a sloop of war, and one of H. IC aohoMMS 
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with tweotyHiiiM merchantmen.** Comment 
ott these statements is unnecessary, and so 
tmly absurd are they that, lest we should be 
BHspected of following the example set to us 
ef misrepresenting, we must inform our 
readers, that our extracts are to be found hi 
tiba fifth Tolume of Nile*s Register. 

The Congrmi after parting company cruised 
about for a considerable time and then return- 
ed to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where 
Hie was blockaded by the T^Mdtm^ Captain 
Parker, who used every means in his power 
to provoke a meeting. The fate of the (74«m»- 
pmloB was not yet, however, forgotten, and 
the government, mindful of the short career 
of one thirty-six gun frigate, prudently dis- 
armed and laid up the dmgrett shortly 
iftarwards. 

The next event of importance was the 

capture, August 5th, of 
^^TN^Dominka and ^^ J}omiaica schooner 

by the Franco- American 
paivateer schooner Decatur, commanded by 
the celebrated Captain Dominique Dixon.'*' 
The most discreditable part of this afifair 
^ipears, at first sight, to be the capture by a 
privateer,but when it comes to be investigated, 
it will be found that Lieutenant Barrete (the 
commander) by his gallant conduct reflected 
honor rather than disgrace upon the British 
arms. The Dominica mounted twelve guns 
and had on board fifty* seven men and nine 
boy& The Dec-atur had the same number 
oC guns, with one hundred and twenty men, 
and Captain Dixon, knowing the force opposed 
to him, relied for success upon the arm in 
which he was almost doubly superior, and 
oarried his opponent by boarding. The obsti- 
nate resistance offered by the Dominica will 
be best shown by the list of casualities. Out 
of her total complement of sixty-six men and 
boys, the captain, purser, two midshipmen, 
and thirteen men were killed or mortally 
wounded, and over forty severely or slightly 
wounded. The loss of the Decatur was 
nineteen men. 
On the 12th of the same month, the Pelican, 

eighteen gun brig sloop 
arrived in th3 Cove of 
Cork from a cruise, but before the sails were 
furled. Captain Maples received instructions 
to put to sea again in quest of an American 

•flee?ollT,pi«8lS8orleiiMirxNaYalHitCoi7. 
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sloop of war, which had been oommitting soma 
depredations in the St George*s ChanneL 
About day-break of the 14th, the Argua was 
discovered separating fixnn a ship which she 
had just set on fire, and standing towards 
several other merchantmen. The Peliean was 
to windward and bore down under a press of 
sail, the captain of the Argua i^ipearing^ by 
his manoeuvres, to invite an engagement; 
Captain Allen, the commander of the Argm^ 
had been first lieutenant of the United States 
when she captured the Mcicedonian, and had 
repeatedly expressed his ability to whip any 
British sloop with an American of equal force, 
in ten minutes. Let us now examine Jamea' 
statement of the comparative force of these 
** anxious candidates for the laurel crown*'* 
According to James, ** the Pelican mounted 
the usual establishment of her class, sixteen 
thirty-two pounder carronades, two long sixeSi 
and a twelve pounder boat carronade. But 
unfortunately, Captain Maples, when recently 
at Jamaica, had received on board two brass 
sixes.** Having no broadside ports for them, 
and unwilling to lower them into the hold as 
ballast, he knocked out two stem ports and 
mounted them there, **much to the annoyance^* 
says James, "of the man at the helm, and 
without contributing in the slightest degree to 
the brig*s actual force. The established comple- 
ment of vessels of the Pelican^s class was one 
hundred and twenty men and boys, of this 
number she lacked the second lieutenant and 
six men. The ^r^i/« mounted eighteen twenty- 
four pound carronades with two long twelves, 
her crew mustering one hundred and twenty- 
five strong. The original force had amounted 
to one hundred and fifly-seven, but thirty -two 
had been dispatched in prize& 

At 6, A.iL, the Argua opened her fire, and, 
after a sharp action of some forty-five minutes 
duration, was boarded and carried by the 
British sloop. The Pelican had one man 
killed and five wounded ; the Argua six killed 
and eighteen wounded. Amongst the list of 
the mortally wounded were Captain Allen and 
two midshipmen. James gives the comparative 
force thus: — 

PeiUcan. Argua, 

Broadside guns 9 10 

Na oflbs 262 228 

Crew. (Men only.). .101 122 

Sixe tons 885. ..^^.^^...aitf 
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The respectiTe forces engaged were so neirl j 
equal that it'' is unnecessary to offer any 
ftuiher remark than the admission that what- 
6Ter superiority there might have been it was 
on the side of the British^ and that Captain 
Allen fought his vessel bravely under the 
dight disadvantage, and on his deaths which 
occurred a short time afterwards, his remains 
were attended to the grave by all the officers, 
military or naval, in the port 

*<Some people excel in powers of endu- 

« . «_x ^ ranee, such as the Eng- 

Boxer wn 4 Bnterprise^ 

lish* evinced at the bat- 
tle of Waterloo. Others excel in powers of 

assault such as the French displayed there. 
But there is no record of a British vessel en- 
during the terrible blows inflicted on some of 
the American vessels before yielding.** Thus 
writes ^Ingersoll, forgetful of the defence 
made by the Jcm^ and still more recently, 
the Dominica, in which last engagement, as 
we have just seen, the British vessel was not 
surrendered until her captain and sixty men, 
out of a crew of sixty-mx, lay dead or wounded 
upon her deck. Mr. Ingersoll, besides these 
two instances, which we have Ju# dted, 
might have found a third in the case of the 
vessel whose capture we are about to relate. 

At daylight, on the 5th September, the Bri- 
tish brig-sloop Boxer, of fourteen guns (twelve 
eighteen pounder carronades and two sixes) 
while Ijring at anchor, near Portland, United 
States, discovered in the offing a sail, and im- 
mediately weighed and stood to sea in pursuit 
The strange vessel was soon made out to be 
an enemy and proved to be the American gun- 
brig. Enterprise, of sixteen guns (fourteen 
eighteen pounder carronades and two nines) 
commanded by Lieutenant Burrows. The 
American vessel, after her superior powers 
of sailing had been tested, and it had been 
sufficiently established that should she get 
beaten it was easy to escape, bore up to en- 
gage. At a quarter past three the action 
commenced, terminating after a severe and 
protracted contest in the surrender of the 
Boxer, The British vessel measured one hun- 
dred and eighty-one tons, (her force we have 
already shewn) and was manned by sixty 
men, of whom twelve were absent, and six 
boys. The Enterprise measured two hundred 

•^7 Boyish we pnianMb IngonoU means Britiab. 



and forty-five tons, and had on board one 
hundred and twenty men and three boys. 
Tae officers of the Boxer had the mortifictr 
tion to see four men, during the action, desert 
their guns, thereby reducing the number of 
the combatants to forty-four, yet, in spite of. 
all these casualties and the fall of Captain 
Burrows, early in the action, the vessel was 
only yielded after a loss of twenty-one men, 
nearly half the crew. The loss of the Enter- 
priee was fourteen killed and wounded, her 
commander being included amongst the killed. 
Besides the more than two-fold disparity in 
crews, the Enterprise was altogether a stouter 
vessel than her antagonist This will be 
proved by Commodore Hull*s lettet^ which 

* Extract of a Utter from Commodore HuUt» 
Commodore Bainbridge, dated the 10(A ineL 

"I jesterdaj visited the two brigs and was as- 
tonished to see the diflfereDce of injury sustained 
in the acUon. The Euterprize has but one 18 
pound shot in her hull, one in her mainmast, and 
one in her foremast ; her sails are much cut with 
grape shot and there are a great number of grape 
lodged in her sides, but no injury done by them. 
The Boxer has eighteen or twenty 18 pound shot 
in her hull, most of them at the water*s edge- 
several stands of 18 pound grape stick in her side, 
and such a quantity of sm^l grape that I did not 
undertake to count them. Her masts, sails and 
spars are literally cut to pieces, several of her 
guns dismounted and unfit for service ; her top 
gallant forecastle nearly taken oif by the shot, 
her boats cut to pieces, and her quarters ii^ored 
in proportion. To give you an idea of the quan- 
tity of shot about her, I inform you that I counted 
in her midnmast alone three 18 pound shot holes, 
18 large grape shot holes, 16 musket ball holes, 
and a large number of smaller shot holes, withont 
counting above the cat harpins. 

** We find it impossible to get at the number 
killed ; no papers are found by which we can 
ascertain it — I, however, counted upwards of 90 
hammocks which were in her netting with beds in 
them, besides several beds without hammocks ; 
and she has excellent accomodations for all her 
officers below in staterooms, so that I have no 
doubt that she had one hundred men on board. 
We know that the has several of the RatUer^smtn 
on board, and a quantity of wads was taken out of 
the Rattler, loaded with four large grape shot 
with a small hole in the centre to put in a cartridge 
that the inside of the wad may take fire when it 
leaves the gun. In short, she is in every respeei 
completely fitted and her accommodations exceed 
any thing I have seen in a vessel of her class." 

Remarks. — ^There have been various opinions 
respecting the relative force of the vessels, and 
some ungenerous attempts have been made to 
diminish the splendour of the victory. The fore- 
going extracts, we conceive irrefragably settle the 
question offeree and of skill. It appears that in 
nnmber of men the enemy Fere equal ; in number 
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wo give for two reaflons. Elistly, to show the 
dtBennoe of execution done in % close action, 
where the weight of metal being the stune on 
both Aiee, the respectiTe etoutneia of the 
timbers would be tasl«d, and secondly to 
prore how ready Oommodore Hull was to 
■nke statements which he must have seen 
were DDtroe. Tbo British brig had upwards 
of "one hundred men on board, for, "says 
0^>tain Hull, I counted upwards of ninety 
hmmmoclu." Now if the American public 
£d not know. Commodore Hull knew full 
well that, in tho British serricc, every seaman 
and marine has two hanunociis allowed himt 
fat he was disingcououa enough to pen a 
itatemenC which he knew, coming from aaorl 
of pet hero, would produce an effect all 
the Union. Bnve, Captain Hull may have 
been — most unprincipled, this circumstance 
dearly provcB bim to have been, 
ti^ chapter by giving in our notes Lieutenant 
HoOall's really modest, if not quite correct 
latter,! ">*! ^th a few obsertationa &om 
James on the difference of the carronades 
wed in the services. 

"The established armament of the Boi 
Wiaten carronades; and thatnumber, with her 
tiro Slx-pounders, was as many as the brig 
eould mount with effect or carry with ease. 
Bat, when the Boxer vras re&tting st Ualirax, 
Captain Biyth obtained two addiliona'i uuron. 
adee: had he taken onboard, instead of them, 
hreoty extra seamen, the Boxer would have 
been a much more effective vessel Against 
the English ordinary carroaadc, complaints 



have always been made, for its lightness and 
unatcadinesa in action ; but the American car- 
ronade of tliat calibre is much shorter in the 
breech, and longer in the muxzio: therefore it 
heats more slowly, recoils less, and carriea 
farther. The same is the case, indeed wii h all 
the varieties of the caironsde used by tha 
Americans ; and they, in consequence derivB 
advantages in the employment of that ordoanca, 
not possessed by the English ; whose canon- 
ades are notoriously the lightest and most in- 
efficient of any in use. If tha English carrou- 
ade, especially of the smaller calibres, had 



of guns it wu well knonn the onaoiv were supe- 
rior; and the vutt difference of execution coo- 
flinis (If oanBnnaDoe were wanted) the fact of the 
Ugh degree ot aaperiorit; of our aeamen in the 
■» of gunnery. And, above all other coneidera- 
Hana, It proves that American tors are deleroiined 
la support ibeir government, in n just war waged 
in dMeoee ol their rights. — t/Uit Iieffi4ter. 
tJuMS Naval Bister]'. 

(Uniled Slates Brig " Enterprise," 
Porllaod, 7tb September, IS13. 
Sia, — Id conseqaence of the unfortunate death 
ef Lieutenuit-ConiDuiidant William Burrows, Ute 
eoromander of this vpsscI, it dstolves on me to 
aeqadnt joa with the reiull oribecniUe. After 
■iUng from Portamonth on the lat iuilant, we 
rtMred to the eastward; and oa the morriag ot 
Ae Srd, off Wand Island, discovered a schooner, 
alllah we chased into this harbor, where wc 
•Mbored. On tbo morning of the 4lh, weighed I 



anchor and swept out, and continued our conrae 
to the eastward. Bavint; received Information 
of sevcrBl privateers being off Haohigan, wa 
stood for that place; and on the following moril- 
the bay near Penguin Point, dlecovered a 
brig getting under waj, wliich appeared to be a 
vessel of war, and to which we imniedlatelj gave 
chase. She fired several Runs and atood (or ol, 
having four ensigns hoisted. After reconnoiler- 
ing and discovering her force, and the nation to 
which she belonged, we hauled upon a wind to 
stand out of the bav, and at three o'clock short- 
oned sail, tacked lo run down with an Intention 
to bring her to close action. At twentj minutes 
after 3 P. H., when within half pistol shot, the 
firing commenced from both, and after being 
witrnit; Itept up, and with some mana!>uverin«, 
the enemj hailei and said tbeji had snrrcDdereo, 
about 4 P.M. — lAeir eolori being nailed to lit* 
inaiii, taald not be hailed down. She proved 10 
be his B. H. brig Boier, of 11 guns. Samuel 
Blvlhe, Esq.. oommnnder, who fell in the early 
part of the engagement, having received a can- 
non shot througb the body. And I am sorrj to 
add that Lieutenint Burrows, who had gatlantlj 
led us into action, fell also about the same tima 
by a muBket ball, whicli terminated his exiaienoa 
in eight hours. 

The"— -'- 
ging. » . ...,„, 

having manj ahott between wind and water. 

It would be doiig injufltice to the merit of Ur, 
Tilltngliast, lecond lieutenant, were I not to men- 
tion the able asais'ance I received from him du- 
ring (he remainder of the engagement, bj hb 
BlT'Ct attention to kis own division and other da- 
partmenls. And ff the officer! and crew geno- 
rally, I am happy lo add, their cool and deter- 
mined conduct bfve my wannest approl^tlim 
and applause- 

Aa no muster rail that can be fully relied on 
has onme into mj posaesBlon, I cannot exactly 
state the number Ulled and wounded on board 
the Boier, but froa information received from 
the officers of tliat ressel, it appears there were 
between twenty anc twenty five killed, and fiiniv 
teen woonded. EriiJosed is a list ol the killed 
and wounded on beard the Enterprise. I bava 
tlio honor to bo, Ac 

EDWARD R. U'CALL, 
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displayed its imperfections, as these pages 
have firequently ^ovm that the thirteen-inch 
mortar was in the habit of doing, by bursting 
after an hour or two's firing, the gun most 
either have been improved in iorm, or thrown 
out of the service. While on the subject of 
oarromdesi we may remark, that even the few 
disadvantages in the carronade, which the 
Americans have not been able entirely to obvi- 
ate, they have managed to lessen, by using, 



not only stouter, but double, breeching^; fjnrn 
of which, in case the ring-bolt should dra,W| 
is made to pass through the timber-head.** 

We may remark, in conclusion, that noiM 
of the praises lavished upon the fine brig 
BMD&Ty could gain her a place among tfai 
national vessels of the United States. She 
was put up to auction, and sold as a merchaoi 
brig ; for which service only, and that onljr 
in tiue of peace, she was ever calculated. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



covmiTS. 

Capture of the " Orowler " and " Eagle,** Amer- 
lean sloops. — Descent on poets on Lake Chsm- 
plain. — Discrepancy between Christie and the 
letters of Yeritas.— Capture of British stor^ 
and afikir of boate at Oananoqoe. 

Lakb Champlain, the scene which our history 
r^.^^ ^x,. ^ , now requires us to visit, 
and Eagia, Amerioau hes between the northern 
•""^^ part of New York State 

and Vermont Generally narrow, and only 
in one place widening out to a breadth of 
some seventeen or eighteen miles, its mean 
breadth may be estinuUed at about six or 
seven miles, while its length is nearly seventy. 

The river Richelieu, by which the waters 
of the lake find an outlet to the St Lawrence, 
runs in a northerly directicn, and is nearly 
useless for the general purposes of navigation! 
as the bed is ftiU of shoals tnd rapids, which 
extend nearly to the embouchure^ where it 
mingles its waters with those pf the St 
Lawrence. This lake bek>qgs to the United 
States, as (according to James) ^ the line of 
demarcation, owing to tKe ignorance or 
pusillanimity of the British commissioners 
employed in 1788, intersected the Richelieu, 
at the distance of several miles down its 
bourse fiDm the lake. Tke Canadians are, 
therefore, not only shut out firom the lake, but 
firom all water communication with their own 
tw r itoty^ botdering on Misiisquoi bay, formed 



by a tongue of land to the eastward. TMi 

inconvenience,** continues James, *' Canadiani 
f ally experienced, during the continuance ol 
the several embargoes that preceded the wai^ 
when the American gun-boats, stationed tfl 
the fbot of the lake, prevented the rafts of 
timber from being floated out of the bay, te 
passage down the river." 

This command of the lake, and particular^ 
the point of junction of the lake and river^ 
was of material service to the Americans, and 
a battery at Rouse*8 point would have effect- 
ually prevented the passage of any flotilla 
that the British might have desired to con* 
struct for service on Champlain. The sole 
military post held bv the British in thai 
neighbourh(X>d was Isle aux Noix, *' a small 
island, containing only eighty-five acra% 
situate on the Richelieu, and distant about tin 
miles from the boundary line.** On this island 
were some small forts and a few block-hooaae 
at various points. These defences were 
garrisoned by detachments from the 18th and 
101st regiments, under the command o/lfjgor 
Taylor; a small detachment of artillery was 
also stationed there. Three gun-boats, b«iQt 
at Quebec, and transported over land, rept«* 
sented the British naval force in that quarter. 
The Americans with txwn foresight^ nm4p 
perhaps, from greater fiicilities, had, sooQ 
after the commencement of the war, armed 
and equipped aevendvenels in older to 
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tiie couuniod of Lak^ Ofaamplain. DesiroaB, 
wesuppoM of reconnoitring, pcnrfaapswitb a 
Tiew of clomolishing the fortifications at Isle 
wax Noix, Lieatenant Sidney Smith with two 
rioops, manned by seamen from the Atlantic 
board, presented themselves on the Ist June 
off lale anx Noiz. CoL Taylor immediately 
took such measures as resulted in the capture 
of both. Mi^ Taylor's ofiBcial letter to 
General Stovin is short enough to incorporate 
with our text, and, giving a simple unadorned 
it^temeai, may be relied on. 

Isle Aux Noix. 
Snt, — In the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hamilton, I have the hoilor to acquaint you 
that one of the enemy's armed vessels was 
diBcemed from the garrison, at half-past four 
o'clock this morning, when I judged it expe- 
dient to order the three gnn-boata under 
weigh; and before they reached the point 
above the garrison, another vessel appeared 
ki sights when the gnn-boals commenced fir- 
ki^ Observing the vessels to be near enough 
tlie shore (or musketry, I ordered the crews 
of the batteaux and row-boats (which I took 
wHh me from the garrison to act according to 
dreamstances) to land on each side of the 
river, and take a positi >n to rake the vessels ; 
the firing was briskly kept up on both sides ; 
A» enemy, with small arms and grape-shot 
itonalty. Near the close of the action, an 
came off to me in a canoe, with intel- 
ligeiice that more armed vessels were ap- 
proaching, and about three thousand men 
horn the enemy's line, by land. On this in- 
ftrmation, I returned to put the garrison in 
the beat order for their reception, leaving di- 
notions with the gun boats and parties, not 
to suffer their retreat to be cut off from it ; 
and before I reached the garrison, the enemy's 
Tosselfl struck their colours, after a well-con- 
tested aclion of three hours and a half. They 
proved to be the United States' armed vessffls 
Qffowler and Eagle, burthen from ninety to 
one hondred tons^ and carrying eleven guns 
each ; between them, twelve, eighteen, and six- 
tem poonder carronades ; completely equip- 
ped under the orders of the superior officer of 
tke Growler, Captain Sidney Smith, with a 
iplement of fifty men each. They had one 
killed and eight wounded ; we had only 
tbree men wounded, one of them severely, 
fron the eaemy^e grape^hot on the parties 



on shorOi The alacrity of the garrison on 
this occasion calls forth my warmest Approba- 
tion. Ensigns Dawson, Gibbons, and Hum* 
phreys, and acting Quarter-master Pilkington, 
and men, of the 100th (Prince Regent's) re 
giment, and Lieutenant Lowe of the marine 
department, with three gunners of the artil« 
lery to each boat, behaved with the greatest 
gallantry; I am particularly indebted to 
Captain Gordon of the f5yal artillery, and 
Lieutenant Williams, with the parties of the 
100th regiment on shore, who materially con* 
tributed to the surrender of the enemy. The 
Growler has arrived at the garrison in good 
order, and is apparently a fine vessel, and the 
boats are employed in getting off the Eagle, 
which was run aground to prevent her sink- 
ing. I h ave hopes she will be saved, but in 
the meantime have had her dismantled and 
her guns and stores brought to the garrison* 
Ensign Dawson, of the 100th regiment, a most 
intelligfiut officer, will have the honor of de* 
livering you this. 

I have the honor to be, ftc, 
Georob Tatlor, Major, 100th regt 
Major-general Storin, 

Commanding at Chambly. 
A great blow was inflicted by this capture 
on the enemy, and it did much to check the 
intention of invasion from that quarter. U 
has beent-hown that the two American vessels 
were of considerable tonnage and strength, 
^d it was deemed advisable, as their capture 
now afforded an opportunity for immediate 
effectual operations on Champlain, not to let 
the chance pass unprofited by. Whether 
venturing so far down a river, where it was 
so narrow as scarcely to afford room for man« 
OBUvring (even with the intention we have 
already alluded to) was strictly prudent, vre 
leave to abler tacticians to decide. We can- 
not, however, but agree with Christie, that 
had not the commanders been young and in* 
experienced men, they would scarcely have 
undertaken a step which ended so disastrous* 
ly, and has been generally regarded in the 
light of a piece of idle bravado. 

Whatever might have been the intention^ 
of the American commanders, the effect ci 
their capture was to leave the hospital^ 
stores, and barracks, which they had been al 
considerable pains in erecting at different 
points st Borliog»OQ, PUttsburg, Ghamplua, 
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and Swanton, oomparatiyelj assailable, and 
the commander of the forces determined to 
add to the blow already indicted, by such a 



descent as would at once damage the enemy might have been preyented; we giro these 



and divert their attention from the Upper 
Province. 



Deeoenton 
DOBte on Lake 
iJhaiiiplain. 



British force from effecting the uqfary ttiey 
did, and had it not even been possible to pre- 
yent all injury, at least the spoiler's return 



The two captured vessels 
were named the Broke and 
ShAnon, changed afterwards 
by Admiralty order to Chubb and Finch, and 
it was determined to man them — This, how* 
ever, appeared at first an impossibility, as 
there were no seamen to be procured at or near 
Isle auT Noix, and none could be spared from 
the small Ontario fleet In this emergency, 
the commander of Her Majesty^s brig. Wasp, 
then lying at Quebec, volunteered for the ex- 
pedition, which was to deprive commodore 
McDonough the American Naval Comman- 
der of his supremacy. 

All preparations having been completed, 
on the 29th July the expedition left Isle aux 
Noix for Lake Champlain. The force put in 
motion was about one thousand strong, con- 
iristing of detachments from the 18th, 100th, 
and 108 regiments, commanded respectively 
by lieutenant colonels Williams, Taylor and 
Smith. A small artillery force, under Cap- 
tain Gordon, and a few of the embodied mili- 
tia were likewise added, and the whole placed 
under Lieut -Colonel John Murray. The suc- 
cess of the expedition was complete, and a 
landing was effected successively atPlatts- 
burgh, Burlington, Swanton, and Champlain, 
several store houses and arsenals, and some 
vessels being destroyed, while large quan- 
tities of naval and military stores were cap- 
tured and removed. " All this, too, was ef- 
fected in presence of a very superior force, 
and with scarcely a show of resistance, al- 
though the enemy numbered fifteen hundred 
at Plattsburgb, under General Moore, while 
Gen. Hamptton was encamped near Buriing- 
ton, with, as it has been estimated, nearly 
four thousand men. Colonel Murray's letter, 
which follows, will show what was accom- 
plished, and the two letters from Captain 
Everard, (commander of the Wasp,) and 
Commodore McDonough, will speak for them- 
selves. Had Commodore McDonough been re- 
ally as anxious as he professed to be, his supe- 



letters in their regular order, as enamented 
above. 

ISram ZAeutenant-eohnel Murray to Mqfot' 
general Sheaffe, 
Isle aux Noix, August 8d, 1818. 
Sir, 

The Und forces of the expeditkm that 
left the province on the 29th July, on an en* 
terprise on Lake Champlain, returned this 
day, after having fully ^accomplished the ob- 
jects proposed, and having carried every or* 
der into execution. 

The enemy's arsenal and block-hooae, oooi- 
missary buildings, and stores at the poeitioii 
of Plattsburgb, together with the eztenshv 
barracks at Saranac, capable of contaiohig 
4000 troops, were destroyed; some storii 
were brought o£^ particularly a quantity of 
naval stores, shot, and equipments for a laife 
number of batteaux. The barracks and storii 
at the position of Swanton, on Mlariaqiioi 
Bay, together with several batteaux at fiis 
landing place were destroyed. 

A detachment has been sent to destroy the 
public buildings, barracks, block-houses^ 4ql, 
at Champlaintown. Every assistance waa 
rendered by the co-operation ofcaptaini 
Everard and Pring, Royal Navy, oommanAig 
His Majesty's sloops of war, Broke and Shan* 
non. 

I experienced very great benefit fix>m fiis 
military knowledge of lieutenant-oolond Wfl- 
Hams, (18th regiment, second in command.) 
I have to report, in the highest terms of ap- 
probation, the discipline, regularity, and 
cheerful conduct of the whole of the troopi^ 
and feel fiilly confident that, had an opportih 
nity offered, their courage would have beeo 
equally conspicuous. 

General Hampton has concentrated the 
whole of the regular forces in the vicinity <d 
Lake Champlain, at Burlington, ttwn the 
best information, said to be about 4500 re- 
gular troops, and a large body of mifitSai 
The militia force assembled for (he defence 
of Plattsburgb, disbanded on the appearance 
of the armament The naval part of the ex> 
pedition is still cruising on the lake. Flor 



riorforce could easily havepreventedthesmaU' any farther informatkmi I beg leave to refer 
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JOB to yoiir aidenie-ctiiiis Ctptain Lorini^ and 
ttM bciinr of this dtspatdL 
I have, Ac 

J. MT7RRAT, Ueat-col 
To Msjorgen. Sir K H. Shetffe, 
Ac., SoCm^ Ac 
J>VoM eaptmn Efterard to Sir George Prwowt, 
His Majesty^s sloop Broke, Lake 
Champlain, August 8d, 1813. 

to. 

JCijor-general Glasgow has i^pprised jour 

•jceaDeDcj of my repairing, with a party of 
oAoera and seamen, to man the sloops and 
giin*boats at Isle aoz Noix, in consequence 
of jour letter of the 4th ultimo, addressed to 
liie aenior officer of His Majesty's ship at 
QoebeCi stating it to he of great importance 
Id the public serrice, that an attempt should 
be made to alarm the enemy on the Mon- 
tnal frontier, &c.; and agreeably to your 
wiih that I should communicate any thing 
inlereating that might occur, I have the ho- 
•or to acquaint you, that the object for which 
the eorps under the command of lieutenant 
eoloiid Murray had been detached, haTing 
bacD fiiUy accomplished, by the destmotion 
«f tiia enemy's blodc-house, arsenal, barracksi 
public atoce-hooses remaining on the 
flde of the hke beyond Plattsburg, I 
ilood o?er to Barlington with the Shannon 
■ad the gun-boat^ to obaerre the state of the 
eBemj's force there, and to aflbrd him an op- 
piTfftwwtj ^^'^^^^z ^ naval superiority of 
Ae lake. We were doee in, on the forenoon 
eftiieSnd, and found two skiopa of about 
100 tons borthco, one armed with 11 guns, 
fli^oUMrlS, ready for aea» a third 8loq>, 
(noaewfaat larger,) lying under the protectioD 
ef 10 goni^ moonted on a bank of 100 foet 
Hglb, withooi a breasi-woik, two aoowa, 
n n^ Mi Bfc*j»y QQf^ gun eadh as fknting battfrifff, 
•id Mfinl field pieces on the ahoie. Hav- 
ing eapined and destroyed four vceidi^ with- 
eui any attcB^oa the pari of the cocaiy'a 
acned veaaela to prercnt it, and aecing no 
asaBMeK ei iDuBeiBf twtw> ca omc hie iMMiiiflB. 

wheffe it was iiiipowibie for oa to attack Imn, 
I ai worn ni l f i ii i ig to eoecate my origlDal 



THOMAS EVERABD 
efHIa Miycaty'a atoop^ Wasp. 
Or a FMfOiti Bsirt, 



Fmm Commodore Matdonough to the AmtrieoH 
Secretory of the Naiey, 
United States* sloop President, 

Plattsburg, Sept. 9, 1818. 

I have the honor to inform you, that I 
rived here yesterday from near the lines, 
having sailed from Burlington on the 6th in- 
stant, with an intention to fall in with the 
enemy, who were then near this place. 
Having proceeded to within a short distance 
of the lines, I received information that the 
enemy were at anchor; soon afler, they 
weighed and stood to the northward out of 
the lake — thus, if not acknowledging our 
ascendancy on the lake,evincing an unwilling- 
ness (although they had the advantage of 
situation, owing to the narrowness of the chan- 
nel in which their galleys could work, when 
we should want room) to determine it 
I have the honor to be, kc 
THOS. MACDONOUGH. 
Hon. W. Jones, sec of the navy. 

Lest we should be suspected of exaggem- 
tion, and, in truth, it is diflScult to comprehend 
how a superior force should tamely aubmit to 
have their arsenals and public store-hooita 
destroyed before their eyes, without even an 
attempt at resistance — we give an extract from 
the Washington official organ, which fully coi^ 
roborates our statements as to the American 
force : — " From Lake CJiamplain, Our naval 
force safled down the kke to warda the enemy^ 
Hue, and returned to Burlington, at whieh 
place there were then eoUeeted jke Hwummi 
rtgvUoT troopt under€lcoeral Hampton. Two 
thousand more were on their march, imm^ 
diatdy expected from the Western Staler 
The Plattsburg paper confirms all the a^ 
coontaof the wanton barbaritiea <^ theenemj 
in that l^ace, and adds cofuidorablf to ik§ 
mmouml of deprcdatioML** 

It is neither the cnstam of the Amriirasa 
to overstate their foioe^ncrto allow the d»> 
mago to them to be overrated; we contend 
therefore that the above extract folly eonfinns 
all oar statements relative to the affairs ea 
Lake Champbin. With rc^Mct to depced*- 
tionSy we have only to remind the reader ef 
the oceorrences that took pbee at York; an^ 

H wa U 
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strictly retaliatory ; and we will further prove 
by Ingersoirs admission that tboy were not 
undeserved* 

There is a very great discrepancy between 

^, , Christie and Veritas, on 

Inscrcpancy between . i. r 

Chmtie and the letters the point of supplies for 

of Veritas. ^j^^ troops. Veritas 

writes, "In my last number, I stated, that at 
one time, in- autumn, 1818, our troops at 
Kingston had not seven days' subsistence. 
Those at Prescott and Port Wellington were 
nearly in a similar situation. 

"This was in a great measure owing to a 
combination of persons, either in the pay of 
lfadiM>n or gratuitously promoting his ser- 
Tice. They effected their own purpose, partly 
by their own example, or by operating on the 
avarice of the well-affected, by persuading 
them to withhold supplies so as to get exces- 
sive prieea This was the ostensible pretext; but 
the real motive was to disconcert our military 
operations, by starving the troops, at the 
time of the expected invasion, by the forces 
oollectiog at Sackett's Harbour.*' 

What says Christie on the same subject, 
and in reference to the same date. "The 
army acting upon the extensive lino of opera- 
tions along the frontiers of Upper and Lower 
Canada, (at the lowest computation one thou* 
sand miles from Lake Champlain to Michili- 
maoinac), was, by the able arrangements of 
Commissary General Sir W. H. Robinson, and 
the unwearied exertions of the department 
under his directions, copiously supplied at 
every point with provisions and commissariat 
Stores of all descriptions." 

Now, which of these statements is the cor* 
rect one ? We are inclined to adopt neither. 
With regard to the statement of Veritas, that 
interested parties were disposed to hold their 
stores, in hopes of commanding higher prices, 
we think it extremely probable ; but we are 
disposed to reject his assumption that it was 
done to embarrass the movements of our troops 
and to assist the enemy. 

The spirit that prevailed throughout the 
country, and which enabled our militia to 
sustain hardships of every description, was 
too patent, too rifo, to permit suoh a course of 
action. Had Canadians exhibited a discon- 
tented spirit, had the slightest evidences of 
disaffection been apparent, then there might 
have been grounds fior Veritas's supposition, 



for supposition we must call it, as his 
ment is unsupported by any proof that, is 
satisfactory to us. * We cannot help ascribing 
this charge of Veritas to a desire to make an 
attack even by a side wind, on Sir Oea Pro- 
vost ; and we think that the extract we now 
give will bear us out in the assertion. 

To counteract this nefarious plot, it became 
indiapeDsabiy necessary to proclaim a modified 
Martial Law; and in coDBequence, provisions aad 
forage were taken from the fiirmers, without their 
consent; but at very liberal and indeed rttj 
bigh prices, fixed by the Magistrates; the oae 
half of which they would now be happy to gtl; 
Many who were duped by the arts of the disaffMt- 
ed, now feel compunction and sorrow at tb/oir 
folly. 

This measure created comphunti, which wers 
artifully laid bold of by a Junto of disaflfeded 
persons, but self styled patriots, who seeing their 
object likely to be defeated by this prompt aad 
decided measure, became furious in their denon* 
cUtions against the military in general^ but es- 
pecially Gheneral De Rottenburgh and Lieutenant 
Colonel Pearson, who then commanded at 
Prescot. 

The Chief of this Junto, was a man who had 
quitted Prescot the moment he heard of war 
being declared, and resided at Montreal, eithar 
from cowardice, or as consideriog it to affovd a 
wider field for exertions favorable to the views sf 
the enemy. He began his career by libeUliig 
every class in this community, and afterwards 
attacked the officers aforesaid, for dcung tbsUr 
duty, in a periodical essay, under the signators 
of the " Anti-Jacobin,** which was at first puhliah- 
ed in the Courant, but the Editor getting a)ani&ed| 
at the abusive matter it contained ; the work W99 
taken up by a wretched paper called the Speo- 
tateur, that had commenced operations upon a 
congenial plan. 

This paper yet continues, but is dirindHng Into 
deewved inslgnificanoe. The Anti Jacobin hasibr 
some time dropped his signature, but ooeasionaQy 
deigns to enlighten his fellow subjeets with the 
fruits of his braia, under auoaymons s^natorei^ sr 
under the mask of editorial remarks. 
It would ooeupj too large aspaee, too snter IdId 
a formal dispussion of the qaesdon aboat tha 
rigbtof deeiao^g Martial Law, sod : thenfim I 
shall content myself with observing, that to avglS 
that such a ppv^er can.iafietfotf&f MfrciMi wUh- 
out a pr€9i9u» Lp^UMv^. Ad^ is as absurd as to 
say, tiiat an individual has not the right of setf* 
preservation ifatlaeked, but aiost. Instead of d^ 
fending himself ;apply to the dfil magistrate for 
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protectioo, and conieqaentiy risk being deBirojed 
before he can obtain that protection. 

^General lair:» apply to ordinary cases, bat there 
are casos that require extraordinary and prompt 
remedies. Rebellion or invasion assuredly come 
within the latter class, and during the existence 
of either of them, or absolute danger Uiereof^ 
martial'law may be constitutionally proclaimed 
by the SoTereign or his Representative ; and to 
do so, may be as indispensable to the safety of the 
•tate, as the instant application of personal force 
to the preservation of an individual when attack- 
ed. 

*' That the application of the power aforesaid 
was not made upon trivial occasion, is manifest ; 
for the qaesUon was reduced to this. — Shall the 
army be starved at the time the enemy is known 
to be prepared for, and determined upon immed- 
iaie invasion ? or shall an authority be exercised 
to defeat the plots of the disaffected, and thereby 
tATe the province against that invasion t 80 
certainly wUl every honest and loyal man say yes 
to the second part of the question, that I venture 
to assert, that in such a predicament had the 
ofioer at the head of the Qovemment, been so 
neglectful of his duty, as to be dismayed into 
inaction, by democratic clamour or threats, he 
would have deserved condign punishment. 

** General De Rottenburg, I conceive, was per- 
foetly justified in what be did, from the necessi- 
Ij of the case, and Lieutenant Colonel Pearson 
in obeying his orders, was also so ; and I have 
been astonished to learn, that Sir George Prevost, 
upon finding that the Lieut. Colonel was daily 
abased and threatened with prosecutions and 
persecutions by the disaffected Junto, for his zeal 
In executing his orders about subsisting the 
troops, cooly observed, that if he had got into a 
■crape,, let him get out of it the best way he can. 
Sr George's duty was to have enquired whether 
the Lieut. Colonel had acted fi'om corrupt motives 
or from zeal in a necessary measure, and if the 
latter, it was incumbent upon the commander oi 
the Forces to have supported him. 

*' I have a right to ascribe the conduct of the 
Jontoto disaffection; for what good subject, 
when the enemy was at the door, would have 
taken measures to palsy our means of defence. 
To give aid to the enemy, is treaon, and what 
more efficient aid could be given, than, what I 
have mentioned. It only wanted proof, of a cor- 
respondence with the enemy, respecting those 
proceedings, to have made those concerned there- 
in, punishable for High Treason.'* 

We think the reader will fiul to discover in 



this extract any proof of Veritas' assumption, 
and we repeat that we can see little more in 
it than a desire to attach some odium to Sir 
George Prevost 

We will admit that cases did exist of short- 
commons for the troops. General Proctor's 
force, for instance, was at this very time suf- 
fering for want of provisions ; but this, when 
we come to inquire into the cause, was owing 
to the great numbers of Indians who, having 
forsaken their hunting grounds and usu|il oc- 
cupations, looked for subsistence for them- 
selves and families to the English commissa- 
riat Had there been no Indians to feed, 
Proctor would not have required more provi- 
sions than could have been easily supplied to 
him. But, allowing that this and other cases 
did exist, we still ask for the proof of the ani- 
mus which caused the deficiency. 

Man is naturally selfish, and it would be 
difficult to find any family, not to speak of 
nations, where some member or members of it 
were not actuated by selfish or interested views. 
Is it to be wondered at, then, that instances 
occurred, during the war, of parties desirinjc to 
drive a bargain with government for their in- 
dividual benefit? And if there were such, does 
it necessarily follow that their proceedings 
were influenced by treasonable motives ? 

Instances are daily occurring at the present 
day, and complaints are constantly made, es- 
pecially on foreign service, of the bad quality 
of beef supplied to the troops; but does it 
follow that because the contractors wish to 
make as much as they can out of their con- 
tract, that they are in league with Louis Na- 
poleon or the Czar, to reduce the stamina of 
the British soldier, so as to render him dis- 
contented, or, from sheer weakness, unfitted 
to resist any future invasion that may be 
meditated, by either of these Potentates, at 
some fiiture period ? 

Without adopting all Christie's statement, 
we are yet inclined to attach much more 
value to it, than to that of Veritas, especially 
as far as relates to the victualling department 
Hardships the men had to suffer from want of 
tents, blankets, clothing, &c ; but the priva- 
tions were borne with a cheerful spirit, which 
did honor to the Canadian soldier, and enabled 
him to repulse an enemy overwhelmingly su- 
perior in point of numbers. 
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Before leaving, for busier scenes in the 
Capture of Britigh ^©st, these waters, we 



wt^KB, and afliur of 
boats at Gananoque. 



must not omit to men- 
tion a trivial event, 
which, like many others of like importance, 
has been not a little magnified by American 
historians. Two boats belonging to Commo- 
dore Chauncey^s squadron, mounting one gun 
each, and manned by about seventy men, 
captured a British one gun boat, along with 
her convoy,con8i8ting of fifteen batteauz, laden 
with two hundred and thirty barrels of pork, 
and three hundred bags of bread, bound firom 
Montreal to Kingston, for the relief we pre- 
sume, of the troops whom Veritas has de- 
scribed as suffering so much finom the machi- 
nations of unpatriotic and designing men. 
The number of prisoners, nine of them sail- 
ors, amounted to sixty-seven. 

No sooner was intelligence conveyed to 
Kingston than three gun-boats, under the 
command of Lieutenant Scott, R.N., with a 
detachment of the 100th regiment under Gapt 
ICartIn, were despatched to intercept the 
Americans, as well as to recapture the convoy. 
This turned out an unfortunate affair ; it was 



too late, when the British discoyered the 
enemy, to attack them that day (17th or 18(li 
of July); the attack was accordingly post- 
poned, and early on the next morning the 
British, who had been, in the meantime, rein- 
forced by another gun-boat, and a detach- 
ment of the 41st under Major Frend, ascended 
Gk)ose Greek in pursuit The passage up the 
Creek was, however, obstructed by trees that 
had been felled and laid across, and the 
swampy nature of the ground rendered the 
landing of the troops vexy difiScult; the con- 
sequence was, that the expedition returned 
without success, having lost, principally in 
their endeavours to land, five men, bei^des 
having seventeen wounded. Amongst the 
killed was Captain Milne, one of Sir Qeoige 
Prevost*s aides-de-camp, who had just amred 
from head quarters to gain intelligence of ths 
expedition. The American loss is nowhevt 
to be found ; but, as might be expected, ths 
British loss is set forth by the reracioiis Ame- 
rican historians, as amounting to sixty or 
seventy killed, with a oommensorate nunibw 
of wounded. 
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ataatfm of Genenl Proctor In the west— Oon- 
•eqstiioM of Perrj*8 Tictorj.— DisciiHioii rel** 
Uto to tho afidr at the MoraTian town. 



flttoatioo of General 
^Irootorintlie 



For Bonie time befbre the ezpeditioii agafaist 

Fort Meigs and Fort 
Stephenson, of which 
the result was so dis- 
astrous, General Ph>ctor had found himself 
lerioudy embarrassed by the difficulty of 
finding food for the large number of Indians 
who had flocked to his standard. The stores 
of proTisions along the Detroit, which would 
Imto amply sufficed for the demand of his own 
troops^ and even of the Indian warriors, were 
soon exhausted by the necessity of proTiding 
fM>d, as well for these claimants^ as for the 
fionilies of the Indiana Other circumstances, 
too^ conspired to increase the difficulty : the 
absence of the miUtia from then* homes had 
materially diminished the supply to be ex- 
pected from the spring crops, as these had, 
in a great measure been neglected. The 
American command of the lake precluded all 
hope of supplies by water, and transportation 
of stores by hmd, adequate to meet the demand, 
was altogether out of the question. The only 
<bope, then, lay in the arriyal of such reinforce- 
ments from the Lake Ontario fleet as would 
enable Captain Barclay to open the narigation 
of the hJLe to the British. The expectation of 
aU was directed to this point, but neither 
gona nor men appeared| meanwhile the exl- 

fenoa beeana honrij mora pressinsi The 
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IktraU was, howeTer, lannehed, the foria 
were dismantled to meet the emergency, and 
these lumbering guns were fitted b the best 
manner possible to suit the >)rto of the 
IMtroitf or as we should rather ha^e sudihe 
ports were fitted to receive the guns. !IV> 
complete still fiuiher this botching business, 
the other four yessels were stripped of part of 
their armament to complete the equipment 
of the Detroit, fifty seamen had arriyed 
firom Ontario to man the five vessels, with an 
intimation that no finrther assistuice eould be 
aflS>rded, consequently. General Proctor was 
compelled to complete the waning ^f |}|^ 
fleet by a deUchment of the ilst regiment 

With a fleet manned and armed in this 
manner, Captain Barclay found himself com- 
pelled by the pressure of circumstances 
to sally forth upon the lake on the 9th 
September, to meet a well-provided and 
almost doubly superior fonse. The nsnlt 
may be easfly anticipated, on the mondng of 
the 10th, the fleets met, and after a bloody 
and hard struggle, during which, in spite of 
of all advantages^ victory seemed to declare 
herself on the side of the British, the whole 
British squadron was captored— Captain Bar- 
day's letter gives a truthfhl account of the 
affidr. 

His Miljesty's hite Ship Detioit, 
Put-in Bay, Lake Brie, Sept 22d. 
Sir,— The last letter I had the honor of 
writing to yoo, dated the 6th faistan^ I ki- 
formed jojo, thai unless oertain ¥tfwNi1to 
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was received of more seamen on their way to 
Amherstburg, I should be obliged to sail 
with the squadron, deplorably manned as 
it was, ^0 fight the enemy (who blockaded 
the port,) to enable us to get supplies of pro- 
visions and stores of every description ; so 
perfectly destitute of provisions was the port, 
that there was not a day's flour in the store, 
and the squadron under my command were 
on half allowance of many things, and when 
that was dono there was no more. Such 
were the motives which induced Major-gene- 
tal Proctor (whom by your instroctions I #a8 
directed to consult, and whose wishes I was 
enjoined to execute, as far as related to the 
good of the country,) to concur in the neces- 
sity of a battle being risked under the many 
diauivantages which I laboufed, and it ndw 
remains for ine, a most m* lancholy task, to 
relate to you the unfortunate issue of that 
battle, as well as the many untoward circum- 
stances that led to the event. No intelli- 
gence of seamen having arrived, I sailed on 
the 9th instant, fully expecting to meet the 
tnemy next morning, as they had been seen 
ataong the islands; nor was I mistaken; 
soon after daylight they were seen in motion 
in Put-in-bay, the wind was then at S. W. 
ftnd light, giving us the weather-gage. I 
bore up for them, in hopes of bringing 
diem to action among the islands, but that 
iNitention was soon frustrated, by the wind 
suddenly shifting to the south-east, which 
brought the enemy directly to windward. The 
line was formed according to a given plan, so 
that each ship might be supported against 
the superior force of the two brigs opposed 
to them. About ten the enemy had cleared 
the islands, and immediately bore up, under 
ea^ sail, in a line abreast, each brig being 
also supported by the small vessels. At a 
quarter before twelve I commenced the ac- 
tion, by giving a few long guns ; about a 
^tia^ter past, the American OdmmodOfe, also 
supported by two schooners, one carrying 
four long twelve-pounders, the other a long 82 
and 24 pounder, came to close action with 
the Detroit ; the other a brig of the enemy, 
apparently destined to engage the Queen 
Charlotte, supported in like manner by two 
schooners, kept so fkr to windward as to ren- 
der the Qneen Charlotto*s20*pounder carron- 
* -idiSB oselcss, w!iile she was with tbe Lady 



Prevo«t, exposed to the heavy and destruc- 
tive fire of the Caledonia and four other 
schooners, armed with long and heavy guns, 
like those I have already described. Too 
soon, alas t was I deprived of the services of 
the noble and intrepid Captain Finnic, who 
soon after the commencement of the action 
fell, and with him fell my greatest support : 
soon after. Lieutenant Stokoe of the Queen 
Charlotte, was struck ^senseless by a splinter, 
which deprived the whole country of his ser- 
vice at this very critical period. Provincial 
Lieutenant Irvine, who then had charge of 
the Queen Charlotte, behaved with great 
courage, but his experience was much too 
limited to supply the place of such an officer 
as Captain Fihnis, hence she proved Of far 
less assistance than I expected. 

The action continued with great fury until 
half-past two, when I perceived my opponent 
drop astern, and a boat passing from him to 
the Niagara (which vessel was at this time 
perfectly fresh,) the American commodore, 
seeing that as yet the day was against him, 
(his vessel having struck soon after he left 
her,) and also the very defenceless state of 
the Detroit, which ship was now a perfect 
wreck, principally from the raking tire of the 
gun boats, and also that the Queen Charlotte 
was in such a situation that I could receive 
very little assistance from her, and the Lady 
Prevost being at this time too far to leeward 
from her rudder being injured, made a noble 
and alas! too successful an efifbrt to regain it^ 
fbr he bore up, and, supported by his small 
vessels^ passed within pistol shot, and took a 
raking position on our bow ; nor could I pre- 
vent it, as the unfortunate situation of the 
Queen Charlotte prevented us f^om wearing ; 
in attempting it we fell on board her. My 
gallant Lieutenant Garland was now mortally 
wounded, and myself so severely, that I was 
obliged to leave deck, lianned as the squad- 
ron was, with not more than fifty British sea- 
men, the rest a mixed crew of Can»d{)ins 
and sofdfers, who were totally tt&aoqdainted 
with such service, rendered the loss of dBoers 
knore sensibly felt, and never in any 'actioa 
was the loss more severe; every 4>fficer 
commanding vessels, and their seconds, were 
either killed or wounded so severely, as to be 
unable to keep the deck. Lient Beclieny of 
the Lady Prefost^ behaved inoet tioblj, end 
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did everjUuDg which a hrave aud experienced 
officer could do in a vessel armed with twelve 
pound carronades, against vessels carrying 
long guns. I regret to state that he was 
severely wounded. Lieut Bignall, of the 
Dover, commanding the Hunter, displayed the 
.greatest intrepidity ; but his guns being small 
(two, (bur, and six pounders) he could be of 
much less service than he wished. Every 
officer in the Detroit, behaved in the most ex- 
emplary manner. Lieut IngUs showed such 
calm intrepidity, that I was fully convinced 
that, on leaving the deck, I left the ship 
' in excellent hands ; and for an account 
of the battle, after that, I refer you to 
his letter which he wrote me, for your in- 
fiMrmation. 

Mr Hoffmeister, purser of the Detroit, nobly 
volunteered his services on deck, and behaved 
in a manner that reflects the highest credit 
on him. I regret to add, that he is very se- 
yerely wounded in the knee. Provincial Lient 
Purvis, and the military officers. Lieutenants 
Garden, of the Royal Newfoundland Rangers, 
and 0*Keefe, of the 41 st regiment, behaved in 
« manner which ex^dted my warmest appro- 
bation; the few British seamen I had behaved 
with their usual intrepidity, and as long as I 
was on deck, the troops behaved with a calm- 
ness and courage worthy of a more fortunate 
issue to their exertions. 

The weather-gage gave the enemy a prodi- 
gious advantage, af it enabled them not only 
to choose their position, but their distance 
also, which they did in such a manner as to 
prevent the carronades of the Queen Char- 
lotte and Lady Prevost from having much 
efiect; white their long guns did great 
execntion, particularly against the Queen 
Charlotte. Capt Perry has behaved in a 
moat humane and attentive manner, not only 
to myself and officers, but to all the wounded. 
J. tnut that although unsuccessful, you will 
approve of the motives that induced me to sail 
' under so many disadvantages, and that it may 
bo hereafter proved that under such drcum- 
ataneesi the honor of his lCigesty*B flag has 
not been tarnished. I enclose the list of kil- 
lodand wounded. 

I have the honor to be Ac. 
(Signed) 

B» H. Barclay, Commander, 
and late Senior oflloer. 



In our notes,* Commodore pjcrry's official 
letter will be found. This letter wc have 
very little fault to find with, except that it 
contains no allusion whatever to the bravery 
evinced by Capt Barclay and his very inferior 
force. This inferiority will at once bo seen 
when we give the weight of metal thrown by 
the American guns, and their number of 
men, in opposition to the Britsh force. 

Americans. British. 

Weight of metal. .. .lbs 928 459 

No. of men 660 845 

Commodore Perry's acknowledgment of 
this circumstance, although it might havjo 
lessened somewhat his claim to a Nelsonic 



• IT. S. Schr. Ariel, Put-io-Bay.lSth Sept 1818. 

Sir, — In my last, I informed you that we had 
captured the enemy^s fleet, on this lake. I have 
DOW the honor to give you the most important 
particulars of the action : — On the morning of the 
10th instant at BUQ'rise, they were discoTered 
trom Fut-in-Bay, wHere I lay at anchor, with the 
squadron under my command. We got under 
weigh, the wind light at S. £. which brought ua to 
windward ; formed the line, and bore up. At 
fifteen minutes before twelve, the enemv com- 
menced firing ; at five minutes before twelve, the 
action commenced on our part Finding their 
fire very destructive, owing to their long guns, 
and its being mostly directed attho St Lawrence, I 
made sail, and directed the other vessels to 
foUow, for the purpose of closing with the enemy 
— every brace and bow line being soon shot 
away, she became unmanageable, notwithstanding 
the great exertions of the sailing'master. In this 
situation, she sustained the action upwards of 
two hours, within canister distance, until every 
gun was rendered useless, and the greater part 
of the crew either killed or wounded. Finding 
she could no longer annoy the enemv, I left her 
in charge of Lieut. Yarnell, who, I was convinced, 
from the bravery already dispUyed by him, 
would do what would comport with the honor of 
the flag. At half past two, the wind sprin^g 
up. Captain Elliot was enabled to bring his 
vessel, the Niagara, gallantly into close action ; I 
immediately went on board of her, when ne 
anticipated my wish, by volunteering to bring 
the schooners, which had been kept astern by 
the lightness of the wind, into dose action. 

It was with unspeakable pain that I saw.eoon 
afier I got on board of the Niagara, the nag of 
the St Lawrenoecome down; although I was per- 
fectly sensible that she bad been de^nded to Uie 
Ust, and Uiat to have continued to make a show 
of resistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice 
of the remains of her brave crew. But the eni^y 
was not Me to take possesskm of her, and' cir- 
cumstances soon permitted her flag again io be 
hoisted. At fbrU-five minutes past two, .the 
signal was made for ** ckMe action ;** the Niaj^ra 
being very little hyured, I determined to ppai i 
through the enemy^s line-^^Kwa ^ anil pf^pM fl 
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victorj, WDutd certunlj have raised him in 
the opinioo of ever; ctndid reftder. 

A careful ezamiDation of the circumatancca 
eonnected nith this aSair, proTea that CapL 
Barclay loat the daj from two Muses ; the 
BrBt, that of oot being in a position to take 
posBCsaion of tbs St Lawrence when she 
■track ; the secood, the unfortnnste lose of 
the few naval ofBcers on board the fleet This 
fact was particularly dwelt upon in the 
sentence of the court martial which was held 
OD CapL Barclay and the surriTiag officers 



and seamen. We tranEcribe the sentenet 
pronounced by the court, of which Admiral 
K J. Foote was president : 

"That the capture of his Majesty's hM 
equadran was caused by the very defectiw 
means Capt Barclay possessed to equip then 
on Lake Erie ; the want of a niffident nmnbtf 
of able seamen, whom be had repeatedly and 
earnestly requested of Sir James Teo to b* 
sent to him ; the very great superiority of tlM 

lemy to the British squadron ; and the m^ 
fortunately early bU of the superior ofBcen iB 



•head of their two ahtps, and a brig, ^viog ■ 
nklag Hre to them, from the alatboard guea and 
to a large acboooer, and aloop, from the lirboard 
mde, at half piitol-shot dlslsnce. The smaller 
reMplg, at tbln lime, hsTlag got within grape 
and canlatar disUnce, under tbe direclion oj 
Capt. Elliot, and lieeping up a well directed Sre, 
tbe two ships, a brig, and a scbooner and sloop 
making a vain attempt Co eacape. 

Those oEDcers and men, who were immediately 
nsder my observation, eTlnced the grealest 
gallantry; and, 1 hate no doubt but all others 
conducted IhemtelTes as became Amcriein 
officers and Beanien. LleuL Yamcll, In of t:ie 
St. Lawrence, although seretal times wounded, 
refused to quit (he deck. Midshipman Forest, 

4 doing daty as LieateDuit,) and'asillng leasMr 
'ayior, were oJ great BSsUtance (o me. 1 haTe 
great pain, la stating to you the death of Lit 
Brook, of the marines, and HilBhipman Lamb, 
both of tbe Si. Lawrence, and Uidshipman John 
Clark, of the Scorpion; tliey were Taluabh 
promi^ng officers. Mr. Hamilton, Parser, 
voluQteered his servlcee on deck, was severely 
wounded, late in the action. Hidahipmao Clailoi 
and Swartwout, of the St. Lawrence, wcreseTerel_ 
wounded. On board of the Niagara, LieutenanU 
Smith and Edwards, and Uidsblpmnn Webster, 
(doing duly as sailing master,) behaved in averj 
bandsome manner. CapCalu Brevoort, of thi 
anny, wbo acied aa a volunteer, in the capacity 
of a marine officer, on board that vessel, is an 
eicelloDt and brave officer; aod, with bis 
mnaketry, did groat execution. Lieui. Turner, 
commanding tbe Oaledonia, brooghi Ihst vessel 
ioto action in the most able manner, am! is on 
officer, in all eicuslions, tbat may be relied on. 

Tbe Ariel, Lieul. Packet, and Scorpion, sailing 
maater Champlin were enabled to get early into 
action, and were of great service. CaptiuD Elliot 
■peakn in the highest lerma of Ur. Uagrath, 
poiser, who had been dispatched In a boat, on 
aervice, previoos to my gettuig on board the 
Niagara ; and, being a seaman, smce the action 
hat rendered essentlil service in taking charge of 
one of the prises- 

Of Captain Elliot, already so well known to tbe 
government, it would be ahnost superfluous to 
apeak : — hi this action, he evinced his character- 
iMlo biaTery and jadguiefit; and, ri nee the 
of the action, baa 



I have tbe honor to enclose yon a return dC 
the killed and wounded, together with a atal^ 
ment of the relative force ofthe squadrons. The 
Captain and 1st Lieutenant of the Queen Cha» 
lotte, and let Lieut, of the Lctroit, were killed. 
Captain Barclay, senior officer, and the COIS- 
mander ol the Lady Prevo^t, severely woonded; 
The commander of the Hunter and Chippea*, 
slightly wounded. Tbeir loss, in killed ai^ 
rounded, 1 have not been able to ascertain ; k 
lust, however have been very great. 

I have CBuecd the prisoners, taken on the IDA 
igt. to be landed at Sandusky ; and have t^ 
quested Gen. Qartison to have them marched tt 
Chillicothe, and there wait, until your pleasuM 
sball be known reepec^ng them. 

The St. Lawrence has been so entirely eat np,ll 
IS absolutely necessary she should go into a sidi 
harbor ; I lisve, Iherelore, directed Lieul. Tamd 
to proceed to Erie, in her, with the wounded af 
the fleet ; and diamnntle, and get her over tl* 
bar, as soon as possible. 

Tbe two ships, m a heavy sea, this day M 
anchor, lost their masts, being much injured k 
the action. I shall haul them into the inner bl^ 
at this place, and moor them for the preseni 
The Detroit la a remarkably fine ship ; and k 
very itrongi; balU; the Queen Charlotte isa 
much superior vessel to what has been repi*- 
senled ; — the Lady Prevoat is a iai^a, Sm 
Bchooner. 

J also beg your instructions, respecQng At 
wounded ; I am satisfied, sb, that wbatevei' aten 
I might lake, governed by humanity, voIm 
meet your approbation ; — under this tmpi radia. 
I have taken upoo myself to promiaa Captrin 
GbtcIb;, who is very dangerously wounded, that 
he aball be landed as near Lake Oaiaiio ■ 
possible ; and, I had no doubt, you would aUtW 
me to parole liim ; he is under the impresniML 
tiiat nothing but leaving this part of the coimtt} 
will save his life. There is also a number et 
Canadians among the prisoners — auay 4b 
have tamilics, 

I have tbe honor, &c^ 

0. H. PuKT. 
□on. W. Jonea, Sec. Navy. 

The Return above sUnded to by Conuaedat 
Perry, admits the American loai to have baa 
twenty-seven killed, and nlDe^-aiz wounded ■ 
tola] one hundred and twen^-tbne. 
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tiM aetioii. That it appeared that the greatest 
0E m^ ODB had been made bj Captain Barclay, 
in eqoipping and getting into order the Tessds 
under hia command; that he was Ailly josti- 
fled, under the existing circumstances, in 
bringing the enemy to action ; that the judg- 
ment and gallantly of Capt Barclay in taking 
hit squadron into action, and during the 
contest, were highly conspicuous, and entitled 
him to the highest praise ; and that the whole 
•Ctfaa officers and men of his Miyesty's late 
•quadron conducted themaelyes in the most 
giUlant manner; and the court did adjudge 
tiM said Oaptahi Robert Henry Barclay, his 
•arriTing officers and men, to be most fully 
•nd honorably acquitted.*^ 

A great deal of bombastive nonsense was 
circulated by the American press on the 
solgect of Commodore Penry*s '* victory,** and 
loud was the crowing, but even this was not 
recompense enough for a grateful country, a 
recoluUon was therefore passed in the Senate 
and House of Representatives to the following 
ciTect: 

" That the thanks of Congress be, and the 
same are hereby presented to Captain Oliyer 
Hasard Perry, and through him to the officers, 
petty officers, seamen, marines, and infantry 
■ervfaig as such, attached to the squadron 
under his command, for the decisive and 
OLOBious victory gained on Lake Erie on the 
10th Sept, in the year 1818, over a British 

SQUADRON or SUPERIOR FORGE.** 

In reference to the '* iuperior foree ** it is 
plain that Congress had no grounds whatever 
fbr this part of their resolution. No where in 
Commodore Perry*s letter will there be found 
the slightest allusion to a '* superior force,** 
and Yankee commanders were not generally 
backward in asserting theu* tall claim, and 
generally much more than their just claims, 
to the admiration and gratitude of their 
countrymen. Not even in the ready tool of 
government, the official organ at Baltimore, 
Is there to be found such assertions as could 
warrant the addition of this sentence. The 
thanks of Congress were not, however, deemed 
sufficient, so the following farther resolutions 
were unanimously passed : 

** Betoloei, That the president of the United 

/States be requested to cause gold medals to 

be struck, emblematical of the action between 

the two squadrons, and to present them to 



Captam Peny and Captain Jesse D. Elliot, in 
such manner as will be most honorable te 
them, and that the president be fiirther re- 
quested to present a silver medal with suitable 
emblems and devices to each of the com- 
missioned officers either of the navy or army 
serving on board, and a sword to each of the 
midshipmen and sailing masters who so nobly 
distinguished themselves on that memorable 
day. 

"Beiohei^ That the president of the 
United States be requested to present a nlver 
medal with like emblems and devices to the 
nearest male relative of laeutenant Jno 
Brooks of the marines, and a sword to the 
nearest male relative of midshipmen Henry 
Lamb, and Thomas Claxton, Junior, and to 
communicate to them the deep regret which 
Congress feels for the loss of those gallant 
men, whose names ought to live hi the recol- 
lection and affection of a grateful oountiy, 
and whose conduct ought to be regarded as 
an example to future generations.** 

From the last resolution it would appear 

that Congress thought that honor and medals 

were sufficient rewards for officers, but that 

petty officers and seamen not being actuated 

by the same high spirit, required something 

more substantial It was, therefore, resolved^ 

** That three months* pay be allowed, ezdn- 

sively of the common allowance, to all the 

petty officers, seamen, marines and infantiy, 

serving as such, who so gloriously supported 

the honor of the American flag under the 

orders of their gallant commanders on thai 

signal occamon.** 
This was a curious distinction to make in a 

country like the United States, when by the 
constitution all men are declared to be bora 
free and equal. 

We have seen how the American Govern- 
ment rewarded their countrymen, let us now 
enquire into the reward obtained by Captain 
Barclay from his country, what recompense 
was made to him for the noble and chivalrous 
spirit which urged him to seek an enemy two- 
flifths his superior. Captain Barclay's appear- 
ance at the Court Martial is represented to 
have drawn tears from the spectators, so 
mutilated was he. One arm he had lost 
previously, the second was so badly wounded 
by a grape shot, that it required artificial 
support^ besides this he had received seveml 
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flesh body wounds. It wHl scarcely be believed 
that, notwithstandiDg the flattering sentence 
of the court, and the severity of his wounds, 
Captain Barclay was only promoted id post 
rank in 1824, or nearly eleven years after the 
action. 

With the loss of the British fleet vanished 

all prospect of supplies 
iy*B victory. either oi men or pro- 

visions,and consequently 
no hope remained that effectual resistance 
could bo offered to the advance of the enemy, 
or to his occupation not only of the Michigan 
territory, but also the westirn j>ortion of the 
peninsula. In fact Proctor was at once reduced 
to the necessity of abandoning all his posi- 
tions beyond Lake Erie, and by this abandon- 
ment he ran the farther risk of being deserted 
by his Indian allies. Already had a vast 
number of boats been collected by the Ameri- 
cans, for the purpose of conveying the troops, 
who had assembled, in the neighbourhood of 
Forts Sandusky and Meigs, to the number of 
ten thousand men, across the lake, now that 
their success had left them undisputed masters 
' in that quarter, when General Proctor found 
it essential to the safety of his troops to take 
immediate measures for a retreat. A council 
of war was held, and the Indian chiefs invited. 
At this council, General Proctor, after an 
exposition of the numerical strength of his 
force, of their position without provisions or 
other supplies, and the impracticability of 
procuring the actual necessaries for supporting 
life, proposed that, as it was utterly impossible 
to prevent the landing of the enemy in over- 
whelming force, the forts of Detroit and 
Amherstburg, together with the various public 
buildings, should be destroyed, and that 
the troops and Indians should retire on the 
centre division at Niagara. It is much to be 
deplored that this proposition was not acted 
upon, and that General Proctor suffered him- 
self to be induced by Tecumseth^s mingled 
reproaches and entreaties to change his pur- 
pose. Tecumseth's speech, which follows, 
is said to have been delivered with great 
energy, and to have produced the most start- 
ling effect on his brother Indians, who are 
described to have started up to a man, bran- 
dishing their tomahawks in a most menacing 
manner : — 



children, you see them now all before yoa. 
The war before this, oar British fhther, gare 
the hatchet to his red children when oar old 
chiefs were alive. They are now all dead. In 
that war our father was thrown on hi« back 
by the Americans, and our father took them 
by the hand without our knowledge, and we 
are afVuid our father will do so again at this 
time. 

"Summer before last, when I came for^ 
ward with my red brethren and was ready i6 
take up the hatchet in favour of our Brftiah 
father, we were told not to be in a harry— 
that he had not yet determined to fight the 
Americans. 

"Listen I When war was declared, oof 
father stood up and gave us the tomahawk, 
and told us he was now ready to strike the 
Americans — that he wanted our assistance; 
and he certainly would get us our lands back^ 
which the Americans had taken from us. 

'* Listen f Tou told us at the same time to 
bring forward our families to this place — ^we 
did so, and you promised to take care of 
them, and that they should want for nothing, 
while the men would go to fight the enemy — 
that we were not to trouble ourselves with 
the enemy's garrisons — thai we knew nothing 
about them, and that our father would attend 
to that part of the business, ton also told 
your red children that you would take good 
care of your garrison here, which made our 
hearts feel glad. 

"Listen! When we hist went to the 
Rapids, it is true we gave you little assistance. 
It is hard to fight people who live like ground- 
hogs. 

" Father — Listen ! Our fleet has gone out ; 
we know they have fought ; we have heard 
the great guns ; but we know nothing of what 
has happened to our father with one arm. 
Our ships have gone one way and we are 
much astonished to see our father tying up 
everything and preparing to run away the 
other, without letting his red children know 
what his intentions are. You always told us 
to remain here and take care of our lands ; it 
made our hearts glad to hear that was your 
wish. Our great father, the king, is the 
bead, and you represent him. You always 
told us you would never draw your foot oflf 
British ground ; but now, father, we see yoa 
" Father,— (he thundered,) listen to your i are drawing back, and we are sorry to see our 
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fitber iliMHg ta without seeing tho enemy. 
We must eou)|iare our father's cwuluct to A 
Ut aniinal, tbat urrica iiB tail upon its bsck, 
but when strighivd, it drops it bclwees its 
legs And Tun* off. 

"Liiitjn Esther! — Ttie AineiicuiB have not 
yet defeated us by ]»nd ; oeillicr »ro we sure 
th<it they hiTu dimo so by wiler; we there 
fore wLih to remain h«re, itid light our 
enemr, Rhoutd they mike their appwrunce. 
[f they deiot ua we will then retreat with 
our father. 

" At the bftttle of the Rapids, last war, the 
Americana certainly dereatcd lu; and when 
ire retreated to our hthor'B fort at that place, 
the gat«> were shut against us. 
RlHid that it would now be Ibe 
instead of dtat we now Me our Britiiih father 
preparing to march out of his garrison. 

" Father! Ton hare got the arras and 
atomnnition which our great father sent forhja 
red children. If you have any idea of going 
•way, file them to as, and you may go 
welcome, for us. Our liTcs arc in ihe hands 
of the Great Spirit We are determined to 
defend our lands, aivi if it is bis will, we wish 
to 1ea?e our bones upon them." 

The scene that ensued is described to have 
been of the roost imposing character. Rich- 
Krdson'a account stye — " The Council room 
was a large lofty building, the rauUcd roof of 
which echoed back the wild yell of Ihe Indi 
ans, while the threatening attitude and diver- 
dfied costume of these' Utter formed a striking 
contrast with the calm demeanor and military 
gmrb of the officers grouped around the waits. 
The iiost prominent feature in the picture, 
bawevcr, was TecumKeth. Habited in a 
dose leather dresi^ his athletic proportions 
were admirably delineated, white alari;e plume 
rf white ostrich feathers, by which he was 
generally distinguished, overshadowing his 
brow, and contrasting with the darkness of 
fats complexion, and the brilliancy of his black 
and piercing eye, gave a singularly wild and 
torriSc ezpres^on to hi.^i features. It was evi- 
danl that he could be terrible." 

Alter some opposition General Proctor prc- 
mJled on Tecumscth and his brothercbieb to 
aaaent to a aecond proposal, vix., to rolire on 
ttte MoraTian village, distant nearly half-way 
beitreeit iioheisliii~rg aoJ Iheou^HWlsof tli4 
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oentrc division, and there a 
of Ihe enemy. 

This course of action having been decide^ 
on, the troops were immediately set about de- 
stroying the foriiQcations, and various public 
buildings in Detroit and Amher-stburg, and 
these pUccs presented for fiomo time a scene 
cif cruel desolation. All stores that it was 
deemed impossible to move were commllted 
to the flames. Tlie «oik of dcmolilion having 
been completed, and the bappsgc wtggonfl 
and boats sent on in advance, the troops com* 
menced their niareb ; and never was a march 
set out on, under more dispiriting circum- 
stances. 

The sititation of the men was deplorable 
in Ihe CKtreme ; tbey had been for some tlmo 
on short allowance; and even their pay had 
not been regularly received. Arrears were 
duo, to some for six, and to others for nine 
months. A Canadian winter was fast ap- 
proaching, and few of tlie troops had blan- 
kets; to all greatcoats were a loxury quite 
unknown, Tlie samo privations which they 
hail experienced during the winter of 1812 
were, Ihcrefure, likely to be doubly felt during 
the coming season. To all these real bard- 
Mp6 wasjoioed the painful certainty that the 
families of many of the militia were exposed 
to similar privations at home- 
Under these circumstances, the troops com-' 
mcnced their retreat towards the end of Sep- 
tember, and proceeded up the Thames, a river 
navigable for small craft, up which tbo boats 
had alreody preceded them. On tho 27th 
the American fleet, " composed of sixteen 
vessels of war and upwards of one hundred 
boats," received on board General tlarri.^on'i 
division, and landed it, on the afternoon of the 
day, at a point three miles below Am- 
herstburg, which post was reached josl three 
days alUr it iiad been evacuated by the 
British. 

The two armies, numerically considered, 
stood thus— The British retreating force con- 
sisted of about eight hundred and thirty men, 
exclusive of Gve hundred Indians; the Ame> 
ricans mustered fully Ave thousand men. 

Wo have adopted James's statement of the 
American force, aa ho seems to have been at 
much trouble in arriving atsoniclhing like the 
truth. "The number of American troops," 
uysJamef^ "with which General HamMB 
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80 aanguinely expected to OTerttirow General 
Proctor's army does not appear, either in 
General Harrison's letter or in anj of the Am- 
erican accounts, minute as they are in other 
less important particulars. Perhaps, by put- 
ihig together such items of numbers as, in 
the general plan of concealmenti may have 
escaped the notice of the different ediUm^ 
we shall get within om or two thousands that 
landed below Amherstburg * without opposi- 
tion.'" 

By following out this plan, James has ar- 
riTad at the number which we hare adopted 
aboTe. 

The British movements were extremely 
slow, as they appear to have been encum- 
bered with a very unnecessary amount of 
baggage, and, when they arrlTed at the 
Mora?ian Tillage, the pursuing party was but 
a few leagues behind. 

This village, rituated on a small plain, 
offered every iadlify for defence, being skirted 
on one side by a thick wood highly fovorable 
to the operations of the Indians, and on the 
other by the Thames, while immediately in 
fiont, a deep ravine, covered with brushwood, 
and capable of being commanded by artillery, 
presented an obstacle peculiarly mi&vorable 
to the passage of cavalry, of which a large 
portion of the advandng oolunms consisted. 
It is impossible to understand the motives 
which could have induced General Proctor to 
abandon his original plan of maldng a stand 
at this point, and withdrawing his troops into 
the heart of a wood. It could scarcely have 
been that he expected by this means to render 
the cavalry, of which reports averred the 
mi^or portion of the pursuing force to condst. 



the American backwoodsman rides belter 
than any other people ; a musket or rifle is 
no impedimenti he bdng accustomed to 
carry them on horseback from hia earlieat 
youth. The Indians knew this as well as 
General Harrison, and it is not probable but 
that they put General Proctor in posseaskm oC 
the feet-— so acute an observer as Tecnmsetii 
was not likdy to leave his commander in the 
dark on so important a point The British 
regulars on the other hand were just as 91 
suited for this irregular kind of bush fight* 
ing, where their tactics and prevfous training 
would be useless, as their opponents wen 
the reverse. Taking, then, all these pointi 
faito consideration general Proctor's maniMiTies 
are more and more difficult to be aoooonted 
for, especially when we remember that all 
his former operations had been marked hf 
dedsion and clear-sigbtednesaL Bichaidaon 
who was present at the battle, says ^^on the 
6th, at one o'clock in the afternoon, we were 
within two miles of the Moravian village, but 
in defiance of that repeated experinoe idiich 
should have taught us the hq>eleaBnesB of 
combating a concealed enemy, the troops 
were ordered to defile into the heart of a 
wood, not very dose it is true, yet throogk 
the interstices of which it was impossible for 
(he view to extend itself to a distance of more 
than twenty paces, much less to discover ob- 
jects bearing so dose a resemblance to the 
bark and foliage of the trees and bushes, ai 
the costume of the Americans ; whereas on 
the contrary, the glaring red of the Britirii 
troops formed a point, in relief on which the 
eye could not fell to dweU." 

James does not seem to consider ttw 



comparatively usdess, as, had even General position to have been unfevourable. He ssts 
Proctor been ignorant of the material out of *» th|g position was considered an excelleiil 
which the American cavalry was formed, the 
Indians were not in the same state of ignor- 
ance, and there can be very little doubt but 

thatthis very point was discussed at the meet- ^ „^«-^.«^w. .«..„,^ ,>, .^ «vn» ^ 

ing, when Tecumseth urged the unpoUcy of a I bring^forward even so dight a paUlatioo tt 
- '^"'^ James' opinion, of that unlucky affidr, w 

have not been able to find in any other in- 



one ; as the enemy, however numerous 
force could not turn the flank of the Britisfa^ 
or present a more extended front than 
theirs," we are rather pleased to be able f» 



retreat 
In General Harrison's despatch * he says, 

* JP\rcm nuyoir-gin. JBdrrUon to the American 

eeeretary at toar. 

Hekd-qoartera, Detroit, Oct 9th, 1818. 
Bib, — In my letter from Sandwich of the 80th 
ultimo, I did myself the honor to inform yon that 
I WM preparing to poisue the enemy the fellow- 



ing day. From various oauBei, however, I wai 
nnable to pnt the troops in motion nntfl the 
morning of the 22nd inst, and then to take with 
me only about 140 of the regular troope— Joh»> 
son's mounted regiment, ana fudi of goreiiiBg 
Bella's volanteen m were fit fer a rqifi march, 
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■tiiKim, eren the ahidow of aa ezcoae offered. 
<3hri8tie njs '* this diaaster to the Bridah 
amifli seems not to have been palliated by 
ttiese precaations, and the presence of mind, 
wfaichi e?en in defeat reflect lustre on a com- 
■ander. The bridge and roads in the rear 
af the retreating army were left entire, while 
ita progress was retarded bj a useless and 
wunbroas load of baggage. Whether the 
omission ^rang from an erroneous contempt 
aC the enemy, or from disobedience of the 
fvders of the commanding officer is not well 



te whole amovntiiiff to about 8600 men. To 
finerd M*Arihiir, (wtth aboat 700 effectiveB) the 
proteeting of this place and the dek wm com- 
mitted ; general Gmb^b brigade, and the corps of 
Bsatenantpcol. *Ball were left at Sandwich, with 
Ofdeis to follow me as soon as the men receiTcd 
their knapaaekf and blankets, which had been 
left on an Idand in Lake Erie. 

The imaToidable delay at Sandwich was at- 
tended with no disadTantage to ns. General 
Fkoctor had posted himself at Datooa'a, on the 
flight side cf the Thames, (or Trench) 66 miles 
mm this place, which I was informed he intended 
So fortilV, and wait to receive me. He must haye 
bdiered, howerer, that I had no disposition to 
ioDow him, or that he had secured my continn- 
SBoe here, by the reports that were circulated 
tiuU the Indians would attack and destroy tills 
place npon the advance of the army, as he ne- 
glected the breaking up the bridges until the 
alg^t cf the Sod instant On that night our 
amy reached the river, which is 26 miles from 
flsndwich, and is one of four streams crossing our 
fonte, over all of which are bridges; and they 
being deep and muddy, are rendered unfordable 
Imt a considerable distance into the country. 
The bridge here was found entire; and in the 
SMiniinff 1 proceeded with Johnson's regiment to 
save, it possible, the others. At the second 
bridge, over a branch of the river Thames, we 
were fortunate enough to capture a lieutenant of 
dragoons and 11 privates, who had been sent by 
general Proctor to destroy them. From the pii* 
sooers, I learned that the third bridge was broken 
m>, and that the enemy had no certain informa- 
tion of our advance. The bridge having been 
imperfectly destroyed, was soon repaired, and 
the army encamped at Drake's Farm, four miles 
bdow Dalson's. 

The river Thames, along the banks of which 
oar route lay, is a fine deep stream, navigable 
for vessels of a considerable burthen, after the 
passage of the bar at its mouth, over which there 
k six and a half feet of water. 

The baggage of the army was brought from 
Detroit in boats, protected by three gun-boats, 
which commodore Perry had furnished for the 
purpose, as well as to cover the passage of the 
army over the Thames, or the mouths of its tri- 
butary streams; the bank being low and the 
country generally (prairies) as rar as Dalson's, 
these vesseto were well calculated for that parpose 
Above Dalson's^ however, the character offthe riv- 



understood." We sre however anticipating^ 
as we have not yet given an account of the 
battle, if we may so call it 
The disposition of the troops is a point disputed 
One author sflflftrts that the Kne formed an ob- 
tuse an^e; TliXmpson, that the line was 
stnught Christie strange to say gives as 
Proctor's position, the identical one which 
we have been lamenting that he did not oo* 
cupy. Richardson was present on the 
oocasioD, ss he was taken prisoner on the 
field of battle ; following him, therefore, we 

er and adjacent country is considerably changed 
The former, though still deep, is very narrow, 
and its banks high and woodv. The commodore 
and myself^ therofore, agreed upon the propriety 
of leaving the boats under the guard of 160 iii^ 
fantry ; and I determhied to trust to fortune and 
the bravery of my troops to effect the passage 
of the river. Below a place called Ohatham, 
and four miles above Dalson's, is the third un- 
fordable branch of the Thames; the bridge over 
its mouth had been taken up by the Indians, as 
well as that at McGregor's Mills, one mile above. 
Several hundred of the Indians remained to dis- 
pute our passage ; and upon the arrival of the 
advanced guard, commenced a heavv fire from 
the opposite bank of the creek, as well as that of 
the river. Bdievhur that the whole force of the 
enemy was there, I halted the army, formed In 
order of battle, and brought up our two 6-pouud« 
ers to cover the party that were ordered tocover 
the bridge. A few shot from those pieces soon 
drove off the Indians, and enabled us in two 
hours to repidr the bridge and cross the troops^ 
Odonel Johnson's mounted resiment, being upon 
the right of the army, had s^ted the remains of 
the bridge at the ndUs under a heavy fire from 
the Indians. Our loss upon this occasion was 
two killed, and tiiree or four wounded ; that cf 
the enemy was ascertained to be conriderably 
greater. A house near the bridge, containing a 
very considerable number of muskets had been 
set on fire; but it was extinguished by our 
troops, and the arms saved. At the first farm 
above the bridge, we found one of the enemy's 
vessels on fire, loaded with arms, ordnance, and 
othervaluable stores ; and learned they were a 
few miles a-head of us, still on the right bank of 
the river, with a great body of Indians. At 
Bowles' Farm, four miles from the bridge, we 
halted for the night, found two other vessels and 
a Urge distillery filled with ordnance, and other 
valuable stores, to an immense amount, in fiames; 
it was impossible to put out the fire ; two Si- 
pounders, with their carriages, were taken, and 
a large quantity of ball and shells of various 
sisee. The army was put in motion early on the 
morning of the 6th. I pushed on in advance 
with the mounted regiment, and requested go* 
vemor Shelby to follow as expeditiously as pos* 
sible with the infantry. The governor's seal, 
and that of his men, enabled them to keep up 
with the cavaby, and by nhie o'cfock we were at 
Amokl'sndllSi havhig taken hi the eoorse cf the 
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been doeed by the honemen in the wood, as 
well as those in the road, and a surrender was 
nnayoidable. We accordinglj moved down 
to join our captured comrades, as directed by 
GoTemor Shelby. 

The most serious loss we sustained on this 
occasion was that of the noble and unfortu- 
nate Tecumseth. Only a few minutes before 
the clang of the American bugles was heard 
tinging through the forest, and inspiriting to 
action, the haughty Ohieftun had passed 
along our line, pleased with the manner in 
which his left was supported, and seemingly 
sanguuie of success. He was dressed in his 
usual deer skin dress, which admirably dis- 
played his light yet sinewy figure, and in his 
handkerchief rolled as a turban oyer his brow, 
was placed a handsome white ostrich feather, 
with which he was fond of decorating himself^ 
either for the Hall of Council or the battle- 
field. He pressed the hand of each officer as 
he passed, made some renuurk in Shawanee, 
appropriate to the occasion, which was suffi- 
ciently understood by the expressiye signs 
accompanying them, and then passed away 
for ever from our yiew. To?rards the close of 
the engagement, he had been personally op- 
posed to Colonel Johnson, commanding the 
American mounted riflemen, and having 

lected that they had chosen a position, that 
efTectuallY secured their flank, which it wai im- 
possible for us to turn, and that we could not 
present to them a line more extended than their 
own, it will not be considered arrogant to claim 
f6r my troops the palm of saperior bravery. 

(Here follows an enconium upon the officers 

generally.) 

Miyor Wood, ofthe engineers, already distis- 
tinguished at Fort-Meigs, attended the army 
with two 6-poanders. Having no use for them 
In action, he joined in the pursuit of the enemy, 
and with mtjor Payne of the mounted regiment 
two of my aides de camp, Todd and Obambers, 
and three privates, eondnued it for several miles 
after the rest of the troops had halted, and made 
many prisoners. 

I left the army before an official return of the 
prisoners, or that of the killed and wounded was 
made out. It was, however, ascertained that the 
former amounted to 601 regtdars, Indudine 26 
officers. Our loss is seven killed, and 28 
wounded, 6 of whom have rince died. Of the 
British troops, 12 were killed, and 22 wounded. 
The Indians suffered most. 88 of them havins 
been found upon the ground, besides those killed 
on the retreat 

On the day of the action, six pieces of brass 
artillery were Ukvk^ and two iron 24-poimdeiB 



severely wounded that officer with & baUfrom 
his rifle, was in the act of springing aponbim 
with his tomahawk, when his adversary drew 
a pistol from his belt and shot him dead on 
the spot It has since been denied bj tfai 
Americans that the hero met his de^th from 
the hands of Cdonel Johnson. Such was tfai 
statement on the day ot the actioii, nor was 
i^ ever contradicted at that period. That k 
every reason to infer then that the merit| (If 
any merit could attach to the destmetioii oT 
all that was noble and generous in savage Bfr) 
of having killed Tecumseth, rests with OoIomI 
Johnson. The merit o| ha^ng flayed the 
body of the Men brave, and made laaor 
strops of his skin, rests with his Immedisli 
followers. This too has been deniedi but de* 
nial is vain. 

DUco-Um «!.«,. u^f^^*"^S! 
to the wttair at the whole war led to soeli oil- 

Morafiantawn. ter iecriminati<m as tfait 
at the Moravian town. The first and princ^ 
pal cause of this was the general order iaasd 
by Sir George Prevost, which refleeted wy 
severely on the 41st regiment It is difflcull 
to apportion the censure which the doenmil 
deserves, or to ascertain whether Sir G. Pke* 
vest or Gen. Proctor is the more bla m ewort h y. 



the day before. Several others were di sco f w ei 
in the river, and can be easUy prooured. Of lh» 
brass pieces, three are the trophies of oar rofe* 
lutionary war ; they were taken at Saratoga aai 
York, and surrendered by general HoB. Ike 
number of small arms taken by as and d e s ti e y ai 
by the enemy, must amount to upwarda of 6000} 
most of them had been ours, and had been tsta 
by the enemy at the surrender of Detroit, al ths 
river Baishi, and colonel Dudley's deliMl. I 
believe the enemy retain no other mlClary troplf 
of their victories than the standard of the 411 
regiment They were not m ag n an hn ons eaoa|l 
tohring that of the 4lBt reghnent faito the mSi, 
or it would have been taken. 
> You have been informed, sir, of the eoadsH 
of the troops under my command In aethai. B 
dves me great pleasure to inform yoe, that ^ 
merit also the approbation of their ooentiy fi 
tiieir conduct, in sobmittmg to the greatest pi^ 
vation with the utmost oheerfulneaa. 

The infantry were entirely without tant% ni 
for several days the whole army subslslad npos 
fresh beef^ without either bread or aalt^ 
I have the honour to be fte. 

. W. H. HABRISOy. 

General John Armstroog, 
secretary of War. 

P. S. General Proctor eaoaped by the IM^ 
ness of his horses, escorted by 40 dn^pMoi^ ^ 
a number of moimted IndlaDS. 
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Oananl Ord«r, Head Qiurtera, Hontntl— 
Not. 84th 1813. 
His Ezeenencf the OommftDder of the 
Vorces hM received u official report firam 
li^or Geoera] Proctor of the afikir which 
took pUe* on the Sth October, new the Uo- 
nrwn Tillage, and he has b nun sought in 
it for groanda to palliate the report made to 
Bis Excellency by Staff Adjutant Reifienguin, 
^lOn which the General Order of the 18th 
Ootober was founded — on the contrary, that 
•tatement remaini confirmed in all the piin- 
<^al cTents which marked that disgraceful day; 
ttte precipitancy with which the Staff At^u- 
tsnt retreated from the field of action, pre- 
TCDted his ascertaining the loas sustained by 
ttc division on that occasion ; it also led him 
nost grossly to exaggerate the enemy's force, 
and to misr^resent the conduct of the Indian 
Warriors who, instead of retreating towards 
Jfacbedash, as he had stated, gallantly nwn- 
tained the oon Sict, under their bmve Chief 
Teeomseth, and in turn haimssed the Ameri- 
oui Army on its retreat to I'etroit. 

The subjoined return states the loss the 
light diyision has sustained in the action of 
(he fleet on Lake Erie, on the 10th September 
u)d in the aOair of the Glh of October, near 
ttM Horavian Tillage, in the latter but yery 
(rw appear to hare been rescued by an honor- 
able death, from the ignominy of passing 
der the American yoke, nor are there many 

^irtioee wounds plead in mitigation of this re 
pnaoh. The right divi^on appears to havi 
boon encumbered with an unmanageable load 
of nnnecessary, and forbidden private bag- 

pgaga — while the requisite arrangements for 
the expedition, and certain conveyanoe of the 
smmunitioD and prorisions, sole objects 
thy of consideration, appear to have been to- 
tally n^lected, as well as all those ordinary 
measures resorted to, by officers of intelli- 
gence, to retard and impede the advance of a 
pBrsiung enemy. The result affbrda but too 
&tal a proof of this ur^justiSable neglect The 
ri^t division had quitted Sandwich on its re- 
beat, on the 36th September, haTJng had 
ample time, for every previous arrangement, 
to &cilitate and secure that movement. On 
Ote 2nd October following, the enemy pursued 
by the same route, and on the 4th succeeded 
Id capturing all the stares of the divisidli, and 
OB the following day, attacked and defeated 
J( alauwt wiSitoat a strag^t. 



With heart-felt pride and satisfaction tha 
Commander of the Forces bad lavished on the 
Right Diviuon of this Army, that tribute of 
e which was so justly duo to its fonnef 
gallantry and steady discipline. It is witb 
poignant grief and mortiflcatioa that he aaw 
beholds its well-earned laurels tarnished, and 
conduct calling loudly for reproach and 



The Commander of the Forces appeals to 
the genuine feelings of the British soldier 
from whom ho neither conceals the extent of 
the loss the Army has suffered, nor the lar 
more to be lamented injury It has sustained, 
in its wounded honor, confident that but ona 
sentiment will animate every breast, and that 
zealous to wash out the stain which, by a 
most extraordinary infotualjon, has fallen on 
a formerly deswving portion of the Army, 
all will vie to emulate the glorious achieve* 
mcnts recently performed, by a small bat 
high spirited and well disciplined division, 
led by officers posscEsed ol enterprise, intelli- 
gence, and gallantry, nobly evincing what 
British soldiers can perform, when susceptibW 
of no fear, but that of failing in the discharge 
of their duty. 

His Excellency considers it an actof jua- 
tice, to exonerate most honorably from Ihia 
sure the brave soldiers of the right divi- 
I who were serving as marines on board 
squadron on Lake Eric. The commander 
of the forces baring received the official re- 
port of Capt. Barclay of the action which 
took place on Lake Erie on the 10th Sep- 
tember, when that gallant officer, from cir- 
cumstances of imperious necessity, was com* 
pelled to seek the superior force of the en^ 
my, and to maintain an arduous and long 
contested action under circumstances of aa- 
cumulating ill fortune. 

Captain Barclay represents that the wind, 
which was Gkvorabte early in the day, sud- 
denly changed, giving the enemy the weather* 
gage, and that this important advantage wa% 
shortly after the oommenccment of the en* 
gagement, heightened by the fall of Captala 
Finnis, the commander of the Qacen Char> 
lotte. In the death of that intrepid and iir- 
telligent officer, Captain Barclay hunenta tbe 
loss of his main support The (all of Cap- 
tain Finnis wss soon followed by that of LieoL 
Stokoe, whoea countij was deprived of hi* 
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seryices at this very critical period of the ac- 
tion, leaving the command of the Queen Char- 
lotte to Provincial Lieutenant Irvine, who 
conducted himself with great courage, but 
was too limited in experience to supply the 
place of such an officer as Gapt. Finnis, and 
in oon«5eqnence this vessel proved of far less 
assistance than might be expected. 

The action commenced about a quarter be- 
fore twelve o*clock, and continued. with great 
fury until half past two, when the American 
commodore quitted his ship, which struck 

-; shortly afler, to that commanded by Oapt 
Barclay (the Detroit) Hitherto the deter- 

• mined valor displayed by the British squad- 
ron had surmounted every disadvantage, and 
the day was in our favor; but the contest had 
arrived at that period when valor alone was 
unavailing — the Detroit and Queen Charlotte 
were perfect wrecks, and required the utmost 
skill of seamanship, while the commanders 
and second officers of every vessel were either 
killed or wounded : not more than fifty Brit- 
ish seamen were dispersed in the crews of the 
squadron, and of these a great proportion 
had falU'n in the conflict 

The American Commodore made a gallant, 
and but too successful an effort to regain the 
day. His second largest vessel, the Niagara, 
had suffered little, and his nimierous gun-boats 
which had proved the greatest source of annoy- 

. ance during the action, were all uninjured. 
Lieutenant Oarland, First Lieutenant of 
the Detroit, being mortally wounded, previ- 
ous to the wounds of Captain Barclay, oblig- 
. ing him to quit the deck, it fell to the lot of 

. Lieutenant Inglis, to whose intrepidity and 
conduct the highest praise is given, to sur- 

. render His M^esty's ship, when ail further 
resistance had become unavailing. 

The enemy, by having the weather gage, 
were enabled to choose their distance, and 
thereby avail themselves of the great advan- 
tage they derived in a superiority of heavy 
long guns, but Captain Barclay attributes 
the resut of the day, to the unpre.edented 
fall of every commander, and second in com- 
mand, and the very small number of able 
seamen left in the squadron, at a moment 
when the judgment of tho officer, and skilful 
exertions of the saUors, were most imminently 
called for. 
To the British seamen Captain Barclay be- 



stows the highest praise — that tAsy hthoHi 
like Britkh seamen. From the officers and 
soldiers of the regular forces serving as ma- 
rine^ Captain Barclay experienced every sap* 
port within their power, and states ihat their 
conduct has excited his warmest thanks and 
admiration. 

Deprived of the palm of victory when al- 
most within his grasp, by an overwhelmiiig 
force which the enemy possessed in reserve, 
aided by an accumulation of unfortunate- dr- 
eumstanoes, Captain Barclay and his hnm 
crew have, by their gallant daring and illf 
devotion to their country's cause, rescoad M 
honof and their own, even in defeat;** 

The 4lRt Regiment had uniformlj behavid 
so gallantly that this severe censure appeiiS 
almost uncalled for, and this feeling seems to 
have pervaded all rank& No offidal dooi- 
ment, relative to the affiiir, from general Procp 
tor to Sir George Prevost is to be found, eon* 
sequontly these are no direct proofe that 8b 
George issued his order in oonseqnenee of 
General Proctor's representations, still, in the 
line of defence adopted by General Proetoron 
the court-martial, subsequently held on Uo^ 
there were precisely such statements brovglit 
forward as would have been likely, bad thty 
been previously made, to have brought do«ni 
upon the troops the reprimand conveyed in the 
General order — we should hesitate co ascribe 
to General Proctor this underhand proceed* 
ing had he not so ungenerously endeavoorad 
on his court-martial to shift the blame firam 
his own shoulders to those of the troops wi- 
der his command. Whether, however, flv 
George Prevost issued bis general order, oil 
General Proctor's representations, or not, ws 
cannot help feeling that this order was aa 
ill-advised one. From the facts elucidated 
afterwards in the court martial, it became 
apparent that the publishing of it was prema- 
ture, and this fact seems only to render tke 
hasty conduct of the commander-in-dilef 
more reprehensible. It was clearly his datf> 
before publishing a document, the tendency of 
which was to cast odium upon a corpse wUch 
he himself admits to have previously won Us 
warmest admiration — ^to have careftilly eoa- 
sidered all the information furnished Um, and 
to have distinctly stated whether it was, ia 
.the representation. of their general that^ttM 
right Division .waathttsr^pnboiMs^^d,.. 
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A ootempofary writes thus rclaiiTe to the 
lliUr, luuidting Sir Qeorge Provost yeiy 

«^Wen timed indeed, and with a befitting 
grace does the insulting censure, contained in 
the opening of the order, emanate from the 
-■Mm who had previously made a descent 
'iqpon Sackctt's Harbour, with a view of des- 
troying the encmy*8 naval and military works 
'and who at the very moment ol accomplish- 
'ViMit of the object of Ihe expedition, and 
'When the Americans were retreating, turned 
'Mid fled with precipitation to his boats, pre- 
miting to the trocips who were onwilling 
Khlirers In his disgrace, the monstrous yet 
ludicrons anomally of two hostile armies 
'fleeing from each other at the same time. — 
Wen does it become the leader, who, at Platts- 
bnrig, covered the British army with shame, 
■1^ himself with enduring infamy, by retiring 
at the head of 15,000 men^hiefly the flower 
ef the Duke of Wellington's army — before a 
fwoe of Americans not exceeding as many 
hundreds ; and this even at the moment when 
the commander of these latter was preparing 
to aurrender his trust without a struggle. — 
Well does it proceed from him, who through 
timidity and vacillation alone, at an earlier 
period of the war, entered into a disgraceful 
armistice wich the enemy at the very moment 
when General Brock was preparing to follow 
Qp his successes on the Western frontier, by 
aw eepiu gthe whole southern border of the St. 
Lawrence. Happily was it devised by the 
aathority to whose, culpable inattention and 
neglect alone was owing the loss of our gallant 
Barclay's fleet, and the consequent helpless- 
neas of that very Right Division he has 
hesitated not to condemn for a disaster attrib- 
utable to himself alone. Nay, well and most 
consistently does the sting issue from the 
Commander of the Forces, who, on the occa- 
aioD of the capture of Detroit, and the victory 
obtained at the river Raisin, ordered Royal 
aalates to be fired in honor of conquests 
which had been achieved principally by the 41 st 
Begiment, and whose remarks, evei^oB theix> 
casion of their unavoidable repulseatSandusky, 
convey rather a compliment than dispraise.** 

What added materially to the severity of 
the reprimand, was the high eulogy pronoun- 
ced and most deservidly so, on the oflBicers and 
seaman of Captain Bv^ay*s fleet 



Christie*^ observations on this unfortunate 
afiair, to be found in our notes,* are pertinent 
and just, and throw much valuable light on 
the aflair. 

* General Proctor had, to thia time, served with 
honour and distinction in Upper Canada, and was 
universally considered a brave and able officer ; 
but his retreat, md the events of this untoward 
day, blasted his fame and at once ruined him In 
the public estimation. — Some, however, were of 
opinion that the severity of the general order, by 
Sir George Prevoet, on the occasion, was pre- 
mature, and a prejudltion of the case of his un- 
fortunate brother m arms, who it was thought 
before so complete a condemnation from his su- 
perior ofBccr, ought to have had the benefit of 
a trial, f bis he ultimately did fpet, but not until 
upwards of a year after the occarrence alluded to, 
before the expiration of which, Sir George Pre- 
vost himself, had fallen still lower than he, in the 
public estimation, by his own inglorious retreat 
from Plattsburgh,moro humiliating to the national 
pride than even Proctor^s affair. His retreat and 
discomfiture were of but a small and isolated di- 
vision of the army, hitherto distinguished for its 
gallantry, but which, by the loss of the fleet, be- 
coming destitute of its resources, had no other 
alternative than a speedy retreat, or an imme- 
diate surrender. He took his chance of the former. 
The retreat, it seems, wasiil-conducted ; but was, 
in fact, that of Sir George Prevost, taking all in 
all, any thing better ? He advanced to Platts- 
burgh, ot the head of an effective force of at least 
twelve thousand troops, the elite of the army un- 
der his command, recently from France and Spain 
—men accustomed to victory, and again march- 
ing to it, as they believed— well provided with 
an abundant commissariat, ani stores of all kinds, 
and led on by experienced and able officers. — 
These, however, on the naval defeat, (the lo8s of 
the fleets being, in both cases, the immediate 
cause of retreat) he countermarched, to their in- 
expressible humiliatiOR and disgust, without their 
being allowed once to see, much less co ne in 
contact with the enemy. A further advance, 
after the loss of the fleet, was, indeed, out of the 
question ; but nothing could justify the precipi- 
tancy of retreat, sacrifice of public stores, and de- 
moralisation in the army that took place in con- 
sequence of iL The district of Montreal, was im- 
mediately in bin rear, and at the short di tance 
of three, or at most four marches from Platta- 
burgh, upon whiih he might. It Is said, have fall- 
en back at his leisure. It is, however, but 
justice to remark, time has materially worn down 
the asperities with which Sir George Prevost 
was also in his turn prejudged, with respect to 
this, to say the least of it, most unlucky ex- 
peditioo. 

'VaJOr gi^neral Proctor being tried at Montreal, 
in December, 1814, on five charges preferred 
against him for misconduct on this occasion, was 
found guilty of part of them, and sentenced *' to 
be publicly reprimanded; and to be suspended 
from rank and pay for six months.** It was found 
" that he did not take the proper measures for 
conducting the retreat,**— -that he bad, ** in many 
instances, during the retreat, and in the disposl- 
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The two daftat^ Gaptain BuoU;^ and 
Q«iMnl Proctoi'i, wece prodaettro of the 
gnaUat benefit to the Amcrieuu^u Dot OdI J 
wts the whole tenUarj of UcldgeD, except 
the port of Midiilimadnee, reconqaered, but 
the whde of the western district loet tiao. 

Hea of the tbtoe mider hii comnund, been eno- 
■MOnaiii judgment and In MMne,defldeiit in (hose 
•nergetto tnd acUTO ezeitfauii, vhloh the ei- 
taBOrdiouj dittenlliee of hii ritoadon so par- 
tlenlarij required.'' — " Bat u to M17 defect or 
nproedi with regud to the penoual ooudnct of 
n^for genenl Pioetor, during the eotka of the 
Bth October, the court most foil; uqidtted him." 

Hlf rojal htehneM, the Frince B^anl^ eon- 
Imed the Sudfaig ofthe oenr^ Imt atUDadTBTted 
opon It nUha Mrenly, by the MHcel older ia- 
•ned on the oceuioD, uted, "HoraeQaeidi, Btb 
September, ISIB," for Iti " ndsttken leidtj" to- 
towards the accwed, ae the foUowIiig extracla 
will eipkln :— • 

"Upon the vbole, thieonrtli of opiidoo, tbat 
the pnaoner, mqor general Fco^ot, baa, in mtaj 
inatanoM daring (he retreat, and hi (he dl^Hiai- 
tloa of the CHoe nnder hie eommand, l>een erro- 
neooa in jndgmaBt,and bi Bome, deBcten( In (hose 
enmMie and aotlTe exerttoni. which (be ai- 
tnu^inaij difficulties at hla dtoatlcm ao p«r- 
tlcalaitr reqoiifd, 

** The covrt doUi, therefore ai^adge him, tbe 
■aid major geoaral Proctor, to be pabllclj repri- 
manded, and to Im anapendad horn rank Mid pi,j, 
fbr the period ottix calender montha. 

" Bn( aa to any defect or reproacli, with re- 
nrd to the peteoaal condact of major genenJ 
Proctor, during iho aelion of the S^ October, 
the court meat fnllj and honorably acqolti (he 
mii m^for general Proctor, 

"Hiaroral highneaa, (he Prince Bweot, has 
been nleaaed, in (he name, and 00 the bdialf ot 
Hi* H^es^, to oonflrm the finding <rf the oonrt, 
OB the lat, Sd, 4th, and Bth chargei. 

"With respect (o the aeeood charge, l( appear- 
ed to hii ro;^ highneea to be a matter t^sar- 
piiaa that the coort riioold find the prisoner 
gidt^cf the ofltanee alleged against him, wlille 



Ftwr MwAk ds m^h»ur, loo^ the at 
the Indiana wer« lost ; and Ameriosa editm 
boast that Geneial Harrison, aftn tbe batUa 
of the Thames, made peace with throe tibov 



—J, at the sane time, acquit hlmof all the IMi 
uponwhkbthatehaigelafbanded; add jet, that 
in the snmndng np of their Unding, qpoa tha 
whole of (he stances, (bey dmold aaeriba Oa 
offences of whleh (he priscner baa beam foMd 
r, to error of jndgmen^ and paaa a siii llama 
7 laappUeable to (bur own finding cfgdl^ 
which can done be escribed to &t eoart hnte 
been bidneed, by a reference to the goaMalgcal 
cbaraetar and ooodnct cf m^or genenl FroelK 



c( maior genenl Froetsi^ 
nano bet mistaken lawHj^ 
to the serrica^ 



forget, thrODgh 
what was doe t^ tl 

" Under all the drcomataneas of A* csai^ 
however, and psrtlcniariy tboae whidi naim it 
impoain>le to hsM leooursa (o (he otherwisa •» 
pedient meaaore of re^ssembHng (he eotwt te 
Che rcTisal of their proceeding, the Prince £» 
gent baa been pleaaed to acqdeaea in and ««■■ 
inn ao much of the sentence aa a^dgea the 
priraner to be patdidy reprimaodedt and h 
carrjUig tbe Mue into eiecntlon, his royal U^ 
naaa has directed (he general officer, nninisaed 
big in Canada, to oodtbj to major genend Ck^ 
tor, his royal highneaa's high utapprobatiaa W 
hia condact ; toother with (he eipresrica cflil 
royal Ughneas's regret, (hu sny ofloar of tbe 
lenffth of serrioe, and the exalted rank ha hm 
attalnad, ahonld be so sktavmely wanttag hpsfr 
feaaloiial knowledge, and deficient ii^theaeastfia 
energedo qnalitlei, which matt be iwjidi a d rf 
erery officer, bat especially of one in thara^sa- 
tlble ritoatlon In wbich the majcr genaad MS 

■'Bis royal highneaa, the eomtnadar la dW 
direots, that the forgoing charges prdhnel 
against m^or general doctor, togiubea wltt ttS 
finding and lenieaceof thoooar^aadthaMHS 
Bagent'a pleasure Uiereon, sliall be mtmtt h 
the general order book, and read at the Im^ rf 



command of bla royal . 

E, OALTnT, AAj^fami.* 
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CHAPTER XV. 



^'"'"^ (to the manifold diffictiltiea by which he wm 

of Proctor and place of rendeEfotu.— surrouDded. 

ArmMrong'8 otaerraUons on Proctor's defeat Proctor'a situation at Maiden, writea A™. 
^Reourka on Hairiwn's letter as to numbera ,*,«»• «.^ Mwaen, wntes Ami- 

-Ja«e.' contrsdictlons on this a(Wr.-Ch?. !^^ »»^."ec«8ai7 on his part, a prompt 
noter of Tecuniseth,-Treatinent of prisoners. C^^ ^ ^'"^"^ unencumbered with ba^ 

-Ingeraol on «5prisd,-Amertcan DoUcT. ^^\,^A r?'"'"' ^^""^ ^ *^« P^ 

committed to hia custody. By adopting the 



lli3 regulars and militia, who had escaped 

BcHnat or Proctor and captivity or destruction 
liMeorraodnvoiu- ^^ ^^ unfortunate 6th 

ai October, retreated, as may be easily im- 
i^ginedf in the greatest confusion, to Ancastcr, 
• imall yillago some ten miles from the head 
of Lake Ontario, and, on the 17th of the same 
moDtliy they rendexvoused at that place, 
their numbers, inclusive of seventeen officers, 
•nounting to two hundred and fifty-six. 
During this retreat, which was effected through 
ma almost unbroken wilderness, the troops 
goffered the gteatest privations and misery, 
and their appearance as they straggled into 
the village, was by no means calculated to 
lessen the feeling of apprehension, which the 



former, he would have saved seven hundred 
veteran soldiers and a train of artillery, for the 
future service ef his sovereign ; by adopting 
the latter, he would have retained the whole 
of his Indian allies, (thpee thmuand etm^ 
^^^^^ giving time for the mUitia of Che 
interior to come to his aid; had the full ad* 
vantage of his fortress and its munitions, and 
a chance, at least, of eventual success, with • 
certainty of keeping inyiokte his own self> 
respect, and the confidence of his foUowers. 
Taking a middle course between these ex. 
tremes, he lost the advantage that would hafe 
resulted from either. His retreat began too> 
late— was much encumbered with women, 
children, and baggage, and at no time urged 



le leeiuig oi appreneosion, wnicn cne . » — •'-©o-e^ »**** •!» «w wm© urgea 

of the defeat at Moravian town had ^^ suflWent vigour, or protected with suffl- 

4. XL- j_i._ 1 . t^ . .. Cient Cftre. RnHfrna »nA m^^A^ e : . 



rumour 

spread amongst the defenceless inhabitants. 
To these unfortunates, pillaged houses and 
their little homesteads destroyed, could not 
bat appear inevitable, and the infection of the 
panic spread (ar and wide. 

General Armstrong in his observations on 

Armstrong'Bobwrvi^ Proctor's re treat and sub- 
titiHi on FrooUM^B de- sequent^efeat, seems to 

have been unaware of 

th«t officer's sitoatfon prevfoos to the com- 

mew c e i ac nt of his retreat, and nniiifarmed — 

16 



cient care. Bridges and roads, ferries and 
boate, were left behind him, neither destroyed, 
nor obstructed ; and when, at last, he was 
overtaken and obliged to fight, he gave to his 
veterans a formation, which enabled a corps 
of four hundred mounted infimtry, armed 
witb riflei^ hatchets, and butcher knives, to 
win the battle^* in a single minute." Con- 
duct like this deserved all the opprobrium 
and punishment ft received, and jusUy led to* 
General Hanaon's conelusioii| that "his 
aata^sttisiteAiosI ' ' 
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It is plain, we again assert, from these 
remarks that Annstrong could not have heen 
•ware of Proctor^s real situaton, and we shall 
proceed to urge in detail our objections to his 
conclusions. First as to the prompt retreat 
to General Vincent, unencumbered with bag- 
gage. We have no defence to make of 
Proctor on this count, too many of our co- 
temporaries have expressed thcmselres strong- 
ly, in reprobation of the ill judged manner in 
which the retreat was conducted, to permit us 
to urge aught in yindication. One fitct, how- 
erer, is remarkable, Veritas the earliest writer 
on the subject, one by no means sparing in 
condemnation, and who might have been 
supposed to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the pros and cons of the affair, is silent on 
the point, confining his remarks to a stricture 
en the severity of Sir George Prevost's gene- 
ral order. This is significant and leads us to 
pause ere we adopt too readily all that has 
been said in condemnation of Proctor. 

Secondly, — As to the vigorous defence o^ 
the post committed to his custody. We have 
already shown the difficulUes by which Proc- 
tor was surrounded, and that it was impossible 
for him to find provisions for his troops as 
well as for the Indians and their fiunilies. Gen. 
Armstrong lost sight, too, of the fact that 
«« the post ** had been to a great degree dis- 
mantled of its guns, which had been required 
to arm Barclay^s fleet, and had accordingly 
been appropriated for that purpose, and 
captured with that fleet 

Proctor was, we think, to blame for the 
deposition of his forces at the Moravian town, 
bat eTcsn this is, as we have shown, a mere 
matter of opinion, as the observations, quoted 
•in oar last chapter, show. We must not 
allow one passage in Armstrong to pass un- 
netioed— it is when he speaks of the forma- 
tian which enabled four hundred mounted 
U^antry armed toith rifle$^ hateheUy and 
hutcksr hnioeif to win the battle in a single 
minata. 

Had we not already shown the overwhelm- 
ing numbers of Harrison's army, the reader 
would be led to suppose that a corps of four 
httddred men, armed hastily with any wei^ns 
'«nd hovseB they could collect, had routed in 
one minute seven hundred British veterans. 
We- need aeareely go into this subject, as we 
hare both shown tho constitntioii sad habits 



of the body of mounted riflemen (not infantry) 
and the whole number of HarriKon's army, 
we therefore only direct the reader's attention 
to the passage as another proof how prono 
Americans are to misrepresent. 
It is not often that wc have occasion to com- 

Bemarks on Hwrfwii's °^end an American com" 
lotter as to numbcni. mander for modesty ; we 

must not omit, therefore, on the present occa* 
sion to point out an instance of it as oocor- 
ring in Harrison's despatch. lie admits thai 
"the number of our troops was certainty 
greater than that of the enemy.'* This is 
something even for an American General, but 
the pains he takes to do away with the im- 
pression, that numbers had aught to do with 
the fate of the day, is also noteworthy. Ac- 
cordingly, he adds, in the next paragraph, 
*^ but when it is recollected that they had cho- 
sen a position, that cfiectually secured their 
flank, which it was impossible for us to torn 
and that wc could not present to them a line 
more extended than their own, it toiU not bt 
considered arrogant for me to claim for my 
troops the palm of superior bravery." Ctti 
anything be more absurd than this last pan* 
graph? Here were over three thousand Am- 
ericans opposed to something like four hundred 
and seventy British, and yet the Americas 
General, instead of honestly confessing that 
by dint of superior numbers he overcame his 
opponents, descends to the meanness of twad- 
dling about the superior position chosen by 
Proctor, and claims on that account superior 
bravery for his men. We should scarcely 
have noticed this passage in Harrison's del* 
patch had we not found that he thereby gained 
his object, to throw dust in the eyes of hil 
compatriots. That this was effected is to U 
discovered in the fact that every town throos^* 
out the Union was illuminated, and vntf 
church rung out a merry peel on the occarios* 
All this to be sure might have been a poliiicil 
measure, or, as General Wilkinson calls it, "• 
military deception," but still it is di£Scalt I* 
imagine that any sober-minded Americso, h 
possession of the truth, could or would hsv* 
seen reason to exult in the drciunstanoe rf 
three thousand five hundred of his oonntiX' 
men overcoming some four hundrsd ssd 
seventy British and some Indians. 

Harrison's end was neverthdess grinsdi sal 
one of the members for South OsroliB%alfc 
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GhoeTed, delivered himself in the middle of a 
Tery long speech, on the conduct of the war, 
of the following remarkable sentence : — ** The 
victory of Harrison was such as would have 
secured to a Roman General, in the best days 
of the Republic, the honors of a triumph.** 
If anything could have made General Harri- 
son ashamed of himself, we think that sen- 
tence must have produced the effect 

We had intended to have closed this sub* 
ject without further remark, but an examina- 
tion into various documents tempt us to quote 
them, as they throw much light on an affair 
which the absence of official returns has 
left very much in the dark. The communi- 
cation which led to the correspondence was 
addressed to Lieutenant Bullock by Major 
Friend, then in command of the second bat- 
talion of the regiment 

Barton Heights, dOth Nov., 1818. 

Sir, — I request you will, with as little de- 
lay as the nature of the report will admit, fur- 
nish me with every circumstance within your 
Imowledge, and that you may have heard from 
undoubted authority, relative to the Ute un- 
fixrtunate aflbir that took place between Gen. 
Harrison^s army and the 1st battalion 41st 
regiment, at Moravian town on the 5 th of 
October last, for the purpose of transmitting 
it to Lieut-Gen. Champagne. As you are the 
■enior and only officer of the regiment who 
haa escaped from the field, that was in the 
ranks, it is highly incumbent on you to state 
most minutely the nature of the ground on 
which the regiment was formed for action, the 
manner in which it was formed, the number 
then oi the regiment actually in the field, the 
number of the enemy opposed to you, and of 
what they consisted, and what resistance was 
made by the regiment previous to its defeat, if 
it had received provisions regularly, was com- 
plete in ammunition, and could have got sup- 
plies when required, and, in short, every cir- 
Gomatance, that happened from the com- 
mencement of the retreat from Amherstburg, 
rdative to the regiment You cannot b^ too 
particular in your statement, as I am sorry to 
mj there are reports afloat disgraceful in the 
•ztreme to the regiment, and every individual 
with it that day. I think it but proper to in- 
fbnn yon that I saw Mjyor General Proctor's 
gfieial report, whidi highly oensorea the con- 
daot of the reginient» and in whidi be says 



that he never went into action more confident 
of success. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

RicnABD Friend, 
Major Commanding 41st regt 

Lieutenant Bullock's letter, dated Barton 
Heights, 6th December, 1818. Here fol* 
lows: — 

We proceeded to Moravian town, and, 
when within H miles of it, were ordered to 
halt After halting about five minutes, we 
were ordered to face to the right about, and 
advanced towards the enemy in files, at which 
the men were in great spirils. Having ad- 
vanced about fifty or sixty pacc6, we were 
halted a second time, at which the men i^f>- 
peared dissatisfied, and overhearing some of 
those nearest to mo express themselves to 
the following effect, 'that they were ready 
and willing to fight for their knapsacks; 
wished to meet the enemy, but did not like to 
be knocked about in that manner, doing nei- 
ther one thing nor the other,* I immediately 
checked them, and they were silent About 
this time several of the regiment came up 
without arms or accoutrements, who had ei^ 
capcd from boats cut off By the enemy's ca- 
valry. From these men we learnt that the 
enemy was within a mile of us, and had a large 
force of cavalry. We had halted about half 
an hour, when the Indian alarm was given 
that the enemy was advancing ; most of ottt 
men were sitting on the logs and fallen treea 
by the side of the road. On the alarm being 
given we were suddenly ordered to form acrom 
the road. From the suddenness of the order, 
apparently without any previous arrangement, 
the manner in wliich we were situated when 
it was given, the way in which it was giveui 
which was * form up across the road,' and 
firom the nature of the ground, the formation 
was made in the greatest confusion ; so much 
so, that the Grenadier company was nearly 
in the centre of the line, and the light com- 
pany on the right A second order, as sudden 
as the first, was given for the grenadiers and 
No. 1 to march to the rear and form a reserve. 
The grenadiers and part of Captain Muir% 
company accordingly formed a second line^ 
about 200 yards in rear of the first, nndet 
command of Lieut-CoL Warburton ; the left 
of it about eight or ten yards to the left of 
the road, and extending to the right into tha 



93S 



HISTORY OP THE WAR OF 1812. 



woods, formed at extended order, the men 
placing themselres behind tree?, and conse- 
quently much separated. The first line I 
could not distinguish, but from what I have 
been informed by Lieut Gardmer, 41st regt, 
commanding a siz-pounder, it was formed in 
the following manner — a six pounder was 
placed in the road, having a range of fifty 
yards, the 41st regiment drawn up on its 
right, extending in the wood; on each side 
of the limber of the six-pounder were some 
of the Canadian Light Dragoons. From the 
men of the regiment, who escaped from that 
Hue, I understand they were not formed at 
regular extended order, but in clusters and 
iti confusion. To the left of the road in which 
the six-pounder was placed, and parallel to it, 
tNoi the River Thames. To the right and left 
of -the road was a remarkably thick forest, and 
Od the right, where we were formed, the ground 
was free from brushwood for several hundred 
yards, where cavalry could act to advantage* 
-^My position at this time, (being on the right 
of the 2nd line) and the thickness of the for- 
eM precluded me' from noticing the manner in 
which the enemy attacked the 1st line. The 
attack commenced about two hours after the 
order was given to form up across the road. 
I heard a heavy firing of musketry, and sh Drtly 
after saw our dragoons retreating together 
wUh the Umber of the six-pounder — placed 
oh the left of the 1st line. About a minute 
afterwards I observed that line retreating in 
a)nfui:ion, followed closely by the enemy's 
^valry, who were galloping down the road. 
That portion )f the 1st line which had escaped 
t&O' enemy's cavalry, retreated behind the 2d 
line, which stood fast, and fired an irregular 
Tolley obliquing to the right and left, which 
appeared to check the enemy. The line hav- 
ng commenced firing, my attontioi was di- 
i^cteil to that part of the enemy moving down 
directly in my front Hearing the fire slacken, 
Iturncl toward •« the line and found myself 
remaining with three non commissioned offi- 
cers of the Grenadier company. The ene- 
my's cavalry had advanced so close, before 
the reserve could commence firing, from the 
number of trees, that before a third round 
odoM be fired they broke through the left, 
aiid the rest not bdng formed in a manner to 
refpel eitvahy, were compelled to retreitt The 
dumber of the regiment actually in the field 



were one lieutenant-colonel, six captains, nine 
lieutenants, three ensigns, three staff, twenty- 
six sergeants, eighteen corporals, four drum- 
mers, two hundred and ninety-seven rank and 
file. Tn what manner the tcaI oi tlic regi- 
ment was distributed you will be mnde ac- 
quainted with by the enclosed statement 
signed by the Adjutant of the regiment. The 
number of Indians we had in the field was 
800. The number of the #enemy I cannot 
positively affirm, but from the information ob- 
tained from individuals of the regiment taken 
prisoners on that day, and who afterwards 
escaped, the number could not have been less 
than 6,000, of which 1,200 or 1,500 were 
cavalry and mounted riflemen. The number 
of our dragoons did not exceed 20. Our loss 
on this occasion was three sergcant«i, and nine 
rank and file killed, and thirty -six wounded» 
that of the enemy, fifteen killed, and fVom 
forty to fifty wounded. Having been thus 
far particular in stating everything to which 
I was an eyo witness, and which has come to 
my knowledge, I beg leave to remark that^ 
from the well known character of the regi- 
ment, any observations emanating from those 
whose interest it is to cast a direct or indirect 
reflection upon its conduct, cannot be received 
with too much distrust 

I have the honor to be, Ac, 
Richard Bullock, 
Lieut. ^Ist Grenadiers. 
Major Friend, Comm'g. 2d. Batt 4l8t Rcg't 
Lieutenant Bullock's letter, contains so 

James' oontrndlctions clear and fell a vindica- 
onthisaffUr. tion of the troops, that 

we trust no attempt will be made for the 
future to cast unfair aspersions on their gal- 
lantry. James is somewhat contradictory on 
this head. He says, after extolling the bra- 
very of the Indians, " had the men of the 
41st regiment at all emulated the Indians, the 
fate of the day m;ght have been chxnged,** 
and that this was not an improbable event, he 
assumes, from the American Generars claiia 
of superior bravery for his troops. 

How does the case stand? Thirty five 
hundred men beat five hundred ; the leader 
of the larger body, knowing it would be use- 
less to deny that he had the superiority in 
numbers, endeavors to gloss over the fact by 
claiming superior bravery, on the score of his 
thirty-flTe hundred not havirig bewi beaten 
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bj the five hundred meoj and t,a Knglisih 
writer admits his claim, on the ground tfait, 
«s the Amcrii:ans were used to being be«ten, 
it watt a disgrace tar &tc Btilish not to bcal 
thirty-firo Araericans. In the v 
page, after this iiunutalion on Che conduct of 
the troops, James writes: — "The censure 
paflscil upon (he right diTiuon of the Cnna- 
dinn ■nii]', by the commander-in-chief, was 
cerlain'.y of unpnrallelcd severity." Now, 
bow could any censure be too severe for un- 
■teadintss in the field I The fa:t in, Jimes 
ms aniiau<i to bav*i a cut at both Proctor 
aod Sir George Prevost, and, in eigcmeiis to 
do this tie contradicts himself three tiiocs in 
two puges. Some jwrsons have a most unfor- 
toDBte mode of assisting their friends when 
in a difficulty, and Joiuea is one of those in- 
diriduili^ lie first casts an imputation on 
the conduct of the 41st, and then, anxious to 
do away with it, and to shift the blaroe upon 
Sir Cieorgc or General Ptoclor, be flnJs the 
following excuse for Ibera : — 

"The ardor which, as Sir George himself 
admits, anfl every oae else knovrs, had, till 
the fatal 5th of October, distinguished the 41st 
Cogimciit, alTijrds a strong belief that it was 
not coirardicc which made that corpii sur- 
KEtDEK SO TAMELY, [10 uiatier to wliftt Superi- 
ority ol force. The privations the troops had 
nodergone, and the marked neglect which 
had been shown at head-quarters to the re- 
presentations of their commander, bad pro- 
bably possessed them with an idea that any 
change would be an improvement in their 
oooditloo." 

Jamca here snhstilutca the thnrge of 
treachery for cowardice, and leaves the 
giment no alicmalive but to be impaled 
<me or other of the horns of the dilemma 
has provided. From this careless writing of 
James, and from Sir George Frcvust's haste 
to cotidtran, unheard, General Proctor, Ainer 
ican writers have derived much beneBL It 
enables Ingersol to speak of the "craven 
mood of the soldiers," and the pusillanimous 
behaviour of Che General." Not satisQed, 
however, with these hard epithets, Ingcrsol 
goes still further, and adds — " No history can 
deny tlicir chnrncterUlic cout^ge, but Dritish 
murderers and thieves become cowards in Ca- 
nada. To save ibemselves they laid down 
keir arms to an mnaion roses of raw troops, 



while their commander fled in the fIrM luw 
mcnt of encounter," Further comment ia 
unnecessary on a writer who, with Harrison'* 
HdmiNsion ol hissuperiority in numbers befotv 
him, ventures, unsupfiortud by a fad, or even 
a Fiction on the part of his brother historians, 
to give to the world so daring and unblushing 
a falsehood. 

We feel tempted, in imitation of contcm* 
tlliMictcr or Tecum- porary writer?, to make 
"* a further digression in 

our narrative, in order to place before the 
reader the character of Tecumscth in its pro- 
per light, especially «E no words can he found 
which could bo conpidered too strong when 
applied in praise of this noble Indian. 

The Indian warrior Tecumseth was in the 
forty-fourth year of his age when ho felh 
" He was of tlie Shawance tribe ; five feet ten 
inches high, and, with more than the usual 
stoutness, possessed all the agility and perst- 
verance of the Indian character. Ilis carriage 
was dignified; his eye penelraling; and his 
countenance, even in death, betrayed the in- 
dications of a lofty spirit, rather than of the 
sterner cast Had he not possessed a certain 
austerity of manners, he could never have 
controlled the ivoyward passions of those who 
followed him to the battle. He was of a sih-nt 
habit, but when his eloquence became roused 
into action by the reiterated enrronclimenla 
of the Americans, his strong intellect could 
supply hiin with a flow of oratory, that en- 
abled him, as he gOTemed in the fltid, so to 
prescribe in the council." 

Those who consider that, in all territorial 
questions, the ablest diplomatists of the 
United Slates are sent to negotiate with the 
Indians, will readily appreciate tho loss su*- 
tnineii by the latter in the death of (heir 
champion. 

Tho Indians, in general, are full as fond u 
other savages of the gaudy decoration of their 
persons; but Tecumseth was an exception. 
Clothes and other valuable articles of spoil had 
often been his, yet ho invariably woro a deer 
skin coat and pantaloons. He had frequently 
levied subsidies to comparatively a large 
it, yet be preserved httle or nothing for 
hiinsi'ir. It was not weolih, but glory, that 
Tccumscth's ruling passion." The re- 
marks which DOW follow; must be taken ai 
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applicable not to the present but to a past 
generation : — 

** Fatal daj, when a Christian people first 
penetrated the forests, to teach the arts of 
drilization to the poor Indian I Till then, 
water had been his onljr beverage, and him- 
self and his race possessed all the vigor of 
hardy savages. Now, no Indian opens his lips 
to the stream that ripples by his wigwam, 
while he has a rag of clothes on his back, 
wherewith to purchase rum ; 'and he and his 
squaw and his children wallow through the 
day in beastly drunkenness. Instead of the 
sturdy warrior, with a head to plan, and an 
arm to execute vengeance upon the oppress- 
ors of his country, we behold the puny be- 
sotted wretch, squatting in his house, ready 
to barter his country, his children, or him- 
self for a few gulps of that deleterious com- 
pound, which, far more than the arms of 
the United States, is hastening to extinguish 
all traces of his name and character. Tecum- 
seth himself, in early life, had been addicted 
to intemperance, but no sooner did his judg- 
ment decide agamst, than his resolution en- 
abled him to quit, so vile a habit Beyond 
one or two glasses of wine he never afterwards 
indulged.'' 

By whom are the savages led? was the 
question, for many years, during the wars 
between the Americans and Indians. The 
name '* Tecumseh !'* was itself a host on the 
side of the latter, and the warrior chief, while 
he signalized himself in all, came oflf victorious 
in most, of the many actions in which he had 
ought and bled. American editors, super- 
added to a national dislike to the Indians, 
have some special reasons, which we nhall 
develope presently, for blackening the char- 
acter of Tecumseh. They say that he neither 
gave nor accepted quarter. His inveterate 
hatred to the Americans, considering them, 
as he did, to have robbed his forefathers of 
their territory, render such a proceeding, in 
a savage, not improbable. European history, 
even of modern date, informs us that the 
civilized soldier can go into battle with a 
similar determination. Mr. Thomson says of 
Tecumseh, that, *'when he undertook an ex- 
pedition, accompanied by his tribe, he would 
relinquish to them the spoil, though he would 
never yield the privilege of destroying the 
victim,'' and yet it was from an American 



publication* that we extracted the account of 
Tecumseh's killing a brother chief, because 
the latter wanted to massacre an American 
prisoner. This trait in Tecumseh's character 
is corroborated by all the British ofiScers who 
have served with him. 

That it did not however proceed from any 
good will towards the Americans, was made 
known, in an extraordinary manner, at the 
taking of Detroit After the surrender of the 
American troops. General Brock desired 
Tecumseh not to allow the Indiruis under him 
to ill-treat the prisoners. Tecumseh promptly 
replied, ** I despise them too much to meddle 
with them." Nor is there a single act of 
violence charged to the Indians on that oc- 
casion. As a proper contrast to this an 
American writer,t describing a battle between 
General Jackson and the Creek Indians, in 
March 1814, sayg, '*of about one thousand 
Creeks, only ten of the men are supposed to 
have escaped with life, sixteen of the Creeks, 
who had hid themselves, were killed the 
morning after the battle." The American 
commander said, in his despatches that he 
was determined to exterminate the tribe, " of 
course," proceeds the editor, " no quarter was 
given except to a few women and children." 
Few officers in the United States service 
were so able to command in the field, as this 
famed Indian Chief. He was an excellent 
judge of position, and not only knew, but 
could point out, the localities of the whole 
country through which he had passed. To 
what extent he had travelled over the western 
part of the American continent may be con- 
ceived from the well known fact, that he 
visited the Creek Indians, in the hopes of 
prevailing on them to unite with their northern 
brethren, id efforts to regain their country as 
far as the banks of the Ohio. His facility of 
communicating the information he had ac- 
quired, was thus displayed before a concourse 
of spectators : — Previously to General Brock^s 
crossing over the Detroit, he asked Tecumseh 
what sort of a country he should have to pass 
through, in case of his proceeding farther. 
Tecumseh taking a roll of elro bark, and 
extending it on the ground by means of four 
stones, drew forth his scalping knife, and, 
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with the point, presently sketched upon the 
baric a plan of the country, its hills, woods, 
liTsrs, morasses, and roads, a plan which if it 
was not as neat was for the purpose required 
ftdly as intelUgible as if Arrowsmith himself 
had prepared it. Pleased with this unexpected 
talent in Tecumseh, also with his having, by 
bis characteristic boldness, induced ihe In- 
dians, not of his immediate party, to cross the 
Detroit, prior to the embarkation of the 
regohurs and militia, General Brock, as soon 
aa the business was over, publicly took oflf his 
■ash, and placed it round the body of the 
chief. Tecumseh received the honor with 
evident gratification ; but, was the next day, 
■een without his sash. General Brock, fear- 
ing something had displeased the Indian, 
sent his interpreter for an explanation. The 
latter soon returned with an account, that 
Tecumseh, not wishing to wear such a mark 
of distinction, when an older, and, as he said, 
an abler, warrior was present, had transferred 
the sash to the Wyandot chief Round head. 
Such a man was the unlettered ** savage*' 
Tecumseh, such a man it was on whose 
mangled remains the Kentuckians exercised 
their savage propensities. Ingersol writes, 
** when his (Tecumseh's) body was discovered 
after the battle of the Thames, known as he 
was to General Harrison, and recognized from 
other Indians among the slain, by pock marks, 
and a leg once broken and set, pieces of his 
akin were cut oflf by some of the Kentucky 
soldiers, to be kept by them.** By way of 
excuse Ingersol adds, " Indignities to the dead 
are common to every field of battle. Refined 
military men, who might condemn these Ken- 
tucky spoils as barbarous mementos, would 
lack cities, during days of authorized horrors 

and licentiousness, which would prove that 
war is a ferocious departure at best from the 

laws of humanity.** One writes, on the sub- 
ject, after describing the scalping of Tecumseh, 
and the cutting of his skin into narrow slips 
lor razor straps, is graceless enough, in the 
next breath, to lavish encomiums upon the 
humanity of " tJie Volunteers of Kentucky, ^^ 
These are his words, " History can record to 
their honor that, not merely professing to be 
Christian peo])le^ they gave a high example 
((f Christian virtues. For evil they returned 
not evil. For cruelty they returned mercy 
and protection.** James, when noticing this 



paragraph, observes, "had we taken up Dr. 
Smith*8 book, for tho first time, we should 
have pronounced this an excellent piece of 
irony.** We have, however, produced quite 
evidence enough to show that whatever 
atrocities the Indians might have committed, 
the Americans, as partieipes eriminis^ should 
not be the first to cast stones. 
Before returning to the Niagara frontier, It 

Treatment of Pri- "^'^ ^« necessary to 
■onen. enter on the subject of 

the treatment of prisoners, especially as aboat 
this time a question arose which not only af- 
fected the comfort, but was of grave import 
to the lives, of many persons on both sides. 
First, however, as to the treatment of pri- 
soners. 

Could the statements of American writera 
be received, the impression would be convey- 
ed, that, in losing their liberty, the captured 
British took leave, at the same time, of all the 
privations and sufferings incident to a state 
of warfare. A few extracts from the narrative 
of one of the prisoners taken at the battle of 
the Thames will show how far this was the 
case, and whether more credit should be al- 
lowed to American claims for liberal conduct 
towards their prisoners, than as we have just 
shown, in Tecumseh^s instance, they are en- 
titled to when claiming, for the Kentucky 
volunteers, the character of setting forth a 
high example of christian virtues and magnan- 
imity towards the dead. 

"To describe the &tigue and privations 
which we endured during our tedious journey 
would require time and space. The rainy 
season had already set in, and scarcely a 
single day passed by without our being 
literally wet to the skin. Our route lay 
through an inhospitable tract of country, 
consisting alternately of gloomy forest and 
extensive savannah, the latter often intersected 
by streams fed from the distant mountains, 
and swollen by the increasing rains. 

** Many of the ofiBcers were without great 
coats, having been plundered of nearly every* 
thing, as well by the followers of the division, 
as by the enemy themselves, and although 
we had a change of linen left, durin^^ the 
whole journey no opportunity was afforded 
us of having anything washed, so that in a 
short time many became infected with vermin, 
which gave the finishing stroke to our cala- 
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■ntiea. After flrrtnl weeks of most tedious 
InvelltDg tbroogh this dresry region, some 
few traces of ciTflization and cultivation be- 
eame perceptible, and we finally beheld the 
banks of the Scioto, overcome, as well maybe 
Imagined, with the utmost Ussitode. On the 
opposite shore of this small river stands the 
town of Ghilicothe, the termination of our 
journey.*' 

So far it will be observed that no eztraordi- 
nary care was paid to the comforts or even 
oecessaries of the prisoners, but a darker 
jcene has still to be displayed. 

Alter the battle of Qnecnston twenty-three 
of the prisoners were recognised as duerten 
and British bom subjects, and were sent to 
England, by the commander-in-chief, for their 
trial as traitors. The American government, 
having been made acquainted with the fact, 
instructed General Dearborn to put an equal 
number of British soldiers into close confine- 
ment as hostages for the safety of the former. 
|n consequence of this measure, the com- 
mander of the forces by a general order of 
October 27th, 1813, proclaimed that he had 
received the commands of the Prince Regent 
to put forty-six American officers and non- 
commissioned officers into close confinement, 
as hostages for the twenty three soldiers con- 
fined by the American government. 

General Order, Head quarters, Montreal — 

October 27th, 1818. 

His Excellency the Governor General and 
Conunander of the Forces, having transmitted 
to His Migesty's Government a letter from 
Major General Dearborn, stating that the 
American Commissary of Prisoners in London 
had nuide it known to his Government, that 
twenty-three soldiers of the 1st, 6th and 18th 
Begiments of United Slates Infantry, made 
pinsoners, bad been sent to England and held 
in close confinement as British subjects, and 
that Major General Dearborn had received in- 
structions fit>m his government, to put into 
close confinement twenty-three British sol- 
diers, to be kept as hostages for the safe keep- 
ing and restoration in exchange for the soldiers 
of the United States, who had been sent as 
above stated to England ; — in obedience to 
which instructions, he had put twenty-three 
British soldiers into close confinement to be 
kept as hostages ; and the persons referred to J 



in Major Cbncral Dearborn^s letter being sol- 
diers serving in the American army, taken 
prisoners at Queenston, who had dddared 
themselves to be British bom subjects, and 
were held in custody in England there to «Hi* 
dergo a legal trial. 

His Excellency the Commander of ttm 
Forces has received the commands of His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, through 
the Right Honorable the Earl Bathurst, Se^ 
cretary of State, to lose no time in communis 
eating to Major General Dearborn, that he has 
transmitted a copy of his letter, and that he is 
in consequence instructed, distincily to state 
to Major General Dearborn, that His Excel* 
lency has received the command of His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, forthwith to put 
in close confinement, forty-six American offi- 
cers and non-commissioned officers, to be held 
as hostages for the safe keeping of the twenty, 
three British soldiers stated to have been put 
in close confinement by order of the American 
government 

And he is at the same time to apprize him 
that if any of the said British soldiers shall 
suffer death, by reason that the soldiers now 
under confinement in England have been 
found guilty, and that the known law, not 
only of Great Britain, but of every indepen- 
dent state under similar circumstances, has 
been in consequence executed, he has been 
instructed to select out of the American offi. 
cers and non-commissioned officers put into 
confinement as many as double the number 
of British soldiers who shall have been so un* 
warrantably put to death, and cause such 
officers and non-commissioned officers to 
suffer death immediately. 

And His Excellency is further instructed to 
notify to Major General Dearborn that the 
commanders of His Majesty's armies, and fleets 
on the coast of America have received in- 
structions to prosecute the war with unmiti* 
gated severity against all Cities, Towns, and 
Villages belonging to the United States, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, if after thi* 
communication shall have been duly made to 
Major General Dearborn, and a reasonable 
time given for its being transmitted to the 
American government, that government shall 
unhappily not be deterred from putting to- 
death any of the soldiers who now are, or wlio 
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kyh«retftcr bo. kqit a6 hostages for the 
impo ses statod in the letter from Major 
Qenerti Dear1x>rn. 

His Excellency the Commander of the 
Floirces, in announcing to tho troops the com- 
iuiiid8 of Uis Royal Highness, the Prince 
Regent, is confident that they will feel sensi- 
Mtf of the parental solicitude which His Royal 
ffigfaness has evinced for the protection of the 
person and honor of the British soldier, thns 
grossly out*-aged in contempt of justice, hu- 
manity, and the Law of Nations, in the persons 
•f twenty-three soldiers placed in close con- 
fcianent, as hostages lor an equal number of 
traitors who had been guilty of the base and 
imatural crime of raising their parricidal 
alms against that country which gave them 
birtb, and who have been delivered over for 
kgal trial to the just laws of their offended 
iwintry. 

The British soldier will feel this unprincipled 
Otrtrage, added to the galling insults and cruel 
iNirbarities that are, daily, wantonly inflicted 
on many of his unfortunate comrades, who 
hatB fallen into the enemy's hands, as ad- 
ditional motives to excite his determined 
ABOlation never to resign his liberty but with 
his life, to a foe so regardless of all sense of 
hanor, justice and the rights of war. 

(Signed,) Edward Baynes, 

Adj*t Gen. 
Early in December tho commander of the 
toCes received a communication from Major 
QetL Wi'kinson, by Colonel Macomb, of the 
United States army, bearing a flag of truce, 
stating that the Government of the United 
States adhering unalterably to the principle 
and purpose declared in the communication 
of General Dearborn had, by way of reprisal, 
atdxred forty six British officers into close 
eonfinement. On receipt of this communica- 
tion the governor ordered all American officers 
wii kamt dUtinction of rank to be immediately 
pliced in close conflnement, and in pursuance 
of thifli (Generals Chandler, Winchester and 
Wfaider were conveyed from their quarters 
tX Bcanport, to Quebec for confinement. At 
tfce same time the following order was 
isned: — 
General Order, Adjutant Gcnerars Office, 

12th December, 1813. 
Hit Excellency the Govemor-in- Chief and 



Commander of t!ie Fcmccs }'f*ii i.^ annoupce to 
the troops under his c< n innnd, that he htJi 
received a commTinlmtion from Major Gen. 
Wilkinson, command!) gn division of the army 
of the United States of America, by order 0^ 
his government, of which the following is 
an extract : — 

"The Government of the United States 
adhering unalterably to the principle and 
purpose declared in the communicntinn of 
General Dearborn to ytni, on the subject of 
the twenty-three Anieri«nn soldiers, prisoners 
^f war, sent to Erj^lan<l to be tried as crimi- 
nals ; and the ronfincnu nt of a like number 
of British soldiers, prisoners of war, selected 
to abide the fate of the ft)imcr; has in con- 
sequence of the step taken by the British 
Government, as now communicated, ordered 
forty-six British officers into close confine- 
ment, and that they will not be discliarged 
from their confinement until it <;hallbe known 
that (he forty-six American officers and non- 
commissioned officers in question arc no 
longer confined." 

It would be supt rfliKujs to use any argu- 
ment to refute an assumption so extravagant, 
unjust, and unprecedented, as to deny the 
right of a free nation to bring to legal trial^ 
in a due course of law, her own natural bom 
subjects taken in the aciuai commission of thO 
most heinous offence that man can commit 
against his king, his country, and his God; 
that of raising his parrii idal arm against his 
allegiance to his countrymen, by leaguing 
with their enemies; a crime held in such 
abhorrence by every civilized nation in 
Europe, that summary deaih by tho lav 
Martial is its avowed reward, and is inflicted 
with unrelenting severity by France, the ally 
of the United States. 1 his pretension must 
appear to every unprejudiced and upright 
mind as iniquitous and unjust, as is the retali- 
ation which the Government of the United 
States has adopted, by placing in close con- 
finement three and twenty Biitish soldiers, as 
hostages for an equal nun)i>er of infamous 
wretches, tho unworthy offspring ol Great 
Britain, who, when drawn from the ranks of 
the enemy, solicited to be sufiered to expiate 
their treason by turning their arms against 
their employers. These rebels have (with 
the contempt they merit) been consigned to 
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the infamy and punishment that await them 
from the just laws of their offended country, 
while the Government of the United States 
does not blush to claim these outcast traitors 
as their own, and outrage the custom of 
dTilizcd war, in the persons of honourable 
men, by placing them on a par with rebels 
and deserters. 

No altcrnatiye remains to the commander 
of the forces, in the discharge of his duty to 
his king , his country, and his fellow soldiers, 
but to order all the American officers,prisoners 
of war, wiihout exception of rank, to be 
immediately placed in close confinement ti 
hostages for the forty-six British officers so 
confined, by the express conunand of the 
supreme authority in that country, until the 
number of forty -six be completed, over and 
above those now in confinement 

His Excellency directs that this general 
order together with that issued on the 27th 
of October, be read to the troops, that the 
British soldier may be sensible of the terms on 
which America has determined to wage this 
war ; confident that he will meet them with 
proper spirit and indignation; for should ho 
become the prisoner of a foe so regardless 
of those laws, which for ages have governed 
civilized nations in war, he would be doomed 
to a rigorous confinement, and that only pre- 
paratory to a more savage scene. 

(Signed,) Edward Batnes, 

Adjt-Gen. North America. 
We have purposely italicised the words^ 

without distinction of 
rank^ as Ingersol has not 
scrupled, in his observations on this affair, to 
endeavour to throw a false colouring over it, 
and to have recourse to misrepresentation. 
He writes, *' when England took her position 
on the dogma o{ perpetual allegiance. Qens. 
Chandler, Winder and Winchester, Colonel 
Lewis and Maj )r >fadison were prisoners on 
parole near Quebec, but not one of the 
superior officers was seized as a hostage. A 
dogma originally applied only to vassals, never 
enforced against lord.^, in the feudal ages, 
from whose dark codes it sprang, England, on 
the ferocious revival of it, restricted to men 
in humble stations. No American above the 
grade of captain was confined. In the first 
place this is simply untrue as the three gene- 
rals just mentioned were removed from their 



Ingersol on reprisal* 



parole at Beauport to Quebec for confinement 
Again, as to the dogma of perpetual allegianoa, 
it was not the vindication of this dogma 
which Great Britain at this time desired to 
assert, but the right of punishing dcsertersi 
and of establishing the point that a mere 
forsaking of the British flag and territory waa 
not sufficient to absolve fi*om the general law 
of allegiance, or from the military and naval 
codes in particular, which, in common with 
those of idl nations, awarded the punishment 
of death to deserters from cither service. 

Ingersol is not more happy when he dtet 
Moreau, Bemadotte, and Pezzo de Borgo, aa 
cases in point to prove that fugitives from a 
country may honorably join in warfare against 
that State. France may be said to have beea 
afflicted with a civil war, in the conducting 
of which both parties called in allies; hot 
even during those unhappy times victima 
were not wanting, and Ney's fate tells maeh 
more forcibly against Ingersol's position, than 
Moreau, Bemadotte, and Pozzo de Borgo do 
lor him. 

For some time the measures of the respee* 
tive governments were carried out very rig^* 
ly, and many hardships were suffered by the 
unfortunate victims of this attempt, on the 
part of the United States, to force Cheat 
Britain to consent tamely to regard the deser- 
tion of her soldiers and sailors. Tho final 
settlement of this affair did not take place till 
July 1814, but we introduce it here in order 
to close the subject The whole correspond- 
ence will accordingly be found in our notes^^ 



■7T+- 



•General Order, 
Head Quarters, Montreal, 

16th April, 1814 

His Excellency the Oovemor-in Chief and Ckmh 
mander of the Forces, announces to the troops 
under bis command, that he was pleased to 8aae> 
tion and confirm, on the 16th inst., articles of a 
convention entered into by Colonel Bayne^ 
Adjutant-General of the Forces, and Brigadier^ 
General Winder of the army of the United Statea 
of America, for the mutual release of all prisoneia 
of war,ho8tages or others, with tho exception of the 
forty-six American officers and non-coui missioned 
officers placed \n close confinement as hpstages, 
in conformity to the general order of the 27th oi 
October last, in retaliation for twenty-three 
British soldiers, confined by tho Government ojf 
the United States, as hostages for twenty-three 
British bom subjiscts, taken from the ranks of 
the enemy, and sent to England for legal trial 

By this agreement it is stipulated thai all 
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and will show how both governments gradu- 
wSfy relaxed their respective measures of reta- 
liation, and introduced by degrees a less ter- 
rible and menacing state of affairs, the 
threatened gibbet being removed by the tacit 
retirement of both belligerents from its pro- 
posed erection. 
James has been very severe on the Ameri- 



prisoners of war (the above mentioned alone 
excepted) shall be mutually exchanged, and 
delivered at such places as aball be agreed on, 
with all convenient expeditioo, and shall be de- 
dared, respecUvelj and severally, to be released 
and free tu carry arms, and serve on the 16tb 
day of May next, the same as if they had never 
been prisoners of war : and it has been further 
provided, that whatever balance shall appear on 
the retiuns of prisoners of war, respectively 
exchanged or given up on parole, by either party 
rince the commencement of hostilities, the num- 
ber of prisoners for which an equivalent has not 
been returned, shall be withheld from all military 
service, until exchanged. 

It is with proud satisfaction that the com- 
mander of the forces feels confident, that this 
provisional clause can never apply to the army 
m Ganadu from the immense disparity in the 
number and rank of the priaonars, it has restored 
to the enemy. 

All offlcersi non-commissioned officers, and 
itldiers, being prisoners of war, who are not 
prevented in consequence of their wounds, are 
commanded to join their respective corps and 
stations on the 15th day of May next, and to 
resmne their mUitary duties. 

(Signed,) Edward Batnxs, 

Adjutant-General. 



Oeneral Order, 
Head Quarters, Camp at Chambly. 

July 2nd, 1814. 

Several officers of this army having returned 
from the United States, where they had been 
held in close confinement as hostages, and having 
on their release signed a conditional parole con- 
taining a pledge on their part, to return to their 
eapttvity at the expiiation of a limited period, 
vnless previously exchanged : His Excelleucy 
the Governor in-Chief and Comn-.ander of the 
Forces, considering such parolo to be inconsistent 
with the profi^ions of a convention for the ex- 
ohange of prisoners which was entered into by 
persons duly empowered for that purpose by the 
Qovernment of tho Unifcd States, and Uis 
Bxcellency respectively, and has already been 
carried into complete execution on his part, and 
has also been in part executed by the American 
Government, — i^ pleased to declare that all those 
officers, whether of the lino of Militia sre ab- 
solved from their parole, under and by virtue of 
She before mentioned convention : — that they 
■re released and free to serve as if they had 
never been prisoners of war, and are all and 



cans for the treatmen of their pri<;oncr^ and 
ai\er enumerating a long list of officers who 
had been thro\vn into prison, he asks — " Into 
what prison ? The Penitentiary, along with 
forty convicts, condemned for murder, rape» 
forgery, coining, burglary, horse- stealing, &c* 
James adds — " Lest the reader should doubt 
this, he will find in the appendix furnished 



severally included in the general order of the 
16th of April, directing all prisoners of war after 
the 16th of May to repair to their respective 
corps and stations, and to resume their military 
duties. 

To destroy any doubts which may by possibility 
be entertained with regard to tho complete exe- 
cution of the convention above mentioned : to 
satisfy the nice and scrupulous sensibility with 
which a British sdldier must ever view and 
examine sn act, professing to release him from 
an obligation in which his honour is implicated, 
and to remove every apprehension from the 
minds of those who may come vithin the scope of 
the present general order. Ilia Excellency is pleased 
to authorize the communication to the irmy 
und( r his command,of the principal circumstances 
attending the commencement, progress, and final 
conclusion of the convention to which allusion 
has above been made. 

At the solicitation of the Government of the 
United States, convened in a le:ter from their 
Secretary of Srate of the 19th of March, and 
not less induced by his anxious desire to alleviate 
the unnecessary severity which the system of 
retaliation had introduced into tlie conduct of 
this war, the Commander of the Forces di 1 not 
hesitate in acceding to a proposal which seemed 
to promise the attainment of an object so desirable. 
In that spirit, and with tnat view. His Excellency 
consented to the exchange of Bri^riHr-Gencnd 
Winder, (a hostage) in consequence of that officer 
having been selected by the Pres'dent of the 
United States as an agent vested with full powers 
to negotiate for an exchange of prisoners of 
war, as well hostages as others. His Excellency 
was also pleased to nominate Colone. Haynes as 
an agent vested with similar powers, on tiie part 
of the British army. 

The negotiation commenced ondet the most 
favouqtble auspices. The basis usd conditions 
of the conveution being left to the discretion of 
the two officers above mentioned, it was agreed 
that all prisoners of war, hostages or others 
(with the sole exception of the British subjects 
mcen from the ranks of the enemy and sent to 
England for legal trial) should be released in con* 
formity to the regulations of the Cirtei, General 
Winder pledging himself that his government 
entertained the most liberal sentimonts, and that 
the great disparity of prisonern, both with re:9pect 
to rank and numbers, which the UnitMl States 
would receive and for which they had no equiva- 
lent to return, should be withheld from service 
on parole, until duly exchanged. 

This agreement was on the point of being 
i ratified, when a despatch from the Amerioan 
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by the keeper of the prison, a list of convicts, 
their criiues and sentences." Mr. JaiiAes ac- 
tually gives an appendix showing thj names 
of the various prisoners, and the punishment 
awarded lo each offonce. Here we are tempted 
to digress for a moment to show some of the 
advantages of American law —for instance, we 
find that for killing a wife by shooiing her, 



Secretary of State, dated Washington the 22nd 
March, was received by Brig.-Gcn. Winder, and 
was verbally roprtscnted i»y him to convey a 
positive prohibition to his consenting to the 
release of the twenty-three British soldiers held 
in coufinenieiita!} hostages for the British subjects 
sent to E igluml fur t:ial, unless it was stipulated 
that they also should be released, and sent to the 
United State?. 

This propusition was instantly answered by a 
note informing Brigadier-General Winder, that 
as a new ba>*ij had been substituted by the 
Secrelary of Suite, inadmissible in principle, the 
negotiation was ia consequence at an end, and 
that hirt partial exchange as a preliminary mea- 
sure was also void, and of no effect as emanating 
from an act whiclv had, from the conduct of the 
proposing party, become a nullity. 

The ititrodtiotion of this new pretenuon on the 
part of the Government of the United States had 
arrested tht^ pro^res^ of the negotiation, when a 
note from Bri<:nJier General Winder came (No.3) 
which was acceded to by Colonel Baynes as the 
basis nf a conveittion (No. 4.) 

To ascertain the existence of the power o' final 
ratificution on tie part of Brigadier General Win- 
der the Comni:inder of the Forces was pleased to 
direct Colonel B.iynes to address to that officer 
the note (Xo. 5) and although the answer of Bri- 
gadier Genei'ui Winder, as contained in note 
(No. 6) did not completely accord with the spirit 
of candor piofossed by him, and manifested by 
His Excellency, nevertheless the fail construction 
of it was siK h as to cjrry to his mind the con- 
viction which it must impress on every honour- 
able man wbo persuses it, that Brigadier General 
Winder possessed the power of finally ratifying 
any newa^reemeit for the exchacgeof prisoners, 
into which iic might think proper to enter. 

Under this impression the Commander of the 
Forces was pleased to declare bis assent to the 
immediate releiisi and exchange of Brigadier 
General Winder; the negotiation for the exchange 
of prisoners on the contracted basis imposed by 
Brigadier Gi.Mieral Winder, was recommenced, 
and the conditions being arranged, a convention 
was conckded on the 15th April last, and ratified 
by the contracting parties. 

It is under this convention, so begun and rati- 
ed, and curried into effect according to the tenor 
of it, with promptitude and good faith on the part 
of the Commander of the Forces, and to which 
no objectiun ban been specified by the American 
Govern n.Mit, in any of their communications to 
Qis Excellei.cy, since the conclusion of it, but 
which, on the contrary, must have been accepted, 
once it has been iu part executed by that Got- 



four years' imprisonment is deemed ample 
punishment, but that for stealing a negro, or 
a horse, ten and four years and a half are Dot 
considered too severe a sentence ! 

James concludes his (»b:^crvalions by re- 
marking — "General Sheaffe did not behave 
thus to the American forces who surrendered 
at the battle of Qucenston, and many will be 



ernment, that His Excellency, the Commander 
of the Forces, has been plea^ied thus publicly to 
absolve all the officers and others who have re* 
cently returned from the United States from a 
parole which His Excellency conceives to be in-* 
consistent with the terms of that convention, and 
\«hich he considers to have been exnctes by 
persons ignorant of its existence, or misconcelT* 
ing its.conditious. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
Edward Baynes Adjt. General, 

British North America. 



Montreal, 10th April, 1814. 



No. 1. 



Colonel Baynes has communicated to His Ex 
cellency the Commander vf the Forces the pup* 
port and extent of the alterations explained bj 
Brigadier General Winder to exist, between the 
instructions of the 19th March addressed to him 
by the Secretary of State, and those of the 22nd« 
of the same date received yei«terday, and that 
the omission of the same in the first copy was 
owing to an error in transcribing it. 

His Excellency, however, on reference to the 
letter of the Secretary of Sute of the 19th 
March, addressed to him, as it is stated, ** with 
the view, and in the sincere desire to restore to 
the mildest practice of civilized nations the treat- 
ment of pi isoners on both sides,'' and authoris- 
ing Brigadier General Winder, on the part of 
the United States Goveniment, to conclude an 
arrangement which may embrace the exchange, 
as well of those held as hostages, as of other 
prisoners; ard His Excellency learning from 
that officer that his instructions fully comported 
with the unqualified tenor of the ptoposal made 
in the Secreury of States' letter to him, did not 
hesitate a moment in accedins; to the arrange* 
nients therein suggested, and was prepared to 
waive just grounds which he conceived he had of 
complaint against the Government of the United 
Suites, on the subject of the exchange of prison- 
ers of War, in the hopes of promoting an ar^ 
rangemeut so desirable for the cause of humanl-. 
ty and the honor of both nations ; and he if 
much disappointed to find his hopes frustrated bj 
the introduction, at this period of the negotia* 
tion, of a claim so totally inadmissible, that had 
the Secretary of State's letter borne the most dtt^ 
tant allusion to it, His Excellency wonid ha^e 
felt himself, as he now docs, prohibited from pro- 
ceeding any further on the subject. 

The British view the confinement of twenty^ 
three soldiers as the first act of aggression: for 
the andoubted right which every free nation poe> 
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surprised that this mode of incarcerating Rri- 
titfh officers should be realized, not at Yer 
dan in {"ranee, but at Kentucky in the United 
SUtes, the land of liberty." We find the 
names of thirty officers who were crowded 
into two small rooms, little larger than the 
common cells whi ih were seven feet by four. 
Comment on this is unnecessary. 



Besses of inrcsiigating and punisliing the Crimea 
eofnmi:ted by her own natnral b rn subject.^, In a 
dae ooorae of la«r, is too self-evident to require a 
oomment, nor can it, by any distortion of set •', 
or justice, bo constraed into a just ground lur 
an act of fair retaliation exercised on twenty- 
tliree British Soldiers : the latter are cliaracter- 
ind by their patriotism and lojalty, the former 
•tiematized for their treason and rel)ellion. 

It wonld be wasting: time to enter into any 
farther discussion on this subject. Great Britain 
has successfully maintained her national right, 
nvullied for twenty years against the whole 
world combined ; it is not to be supposed that 
it is reserved for the United Sia!es to Htop the 
oonrae of justice, and to dictate to fin*;land what 
procedure she shall observe towards her own 
natural born subjects, in her own courts of civil 
Judicature arrested In her own territoriiics in 
commission of acts of treason and rebellion. 

It is to be remarked, that as the exchange of 
prisoners of War now propoiied by the United 
States no lonj^tr has the general character that 
was at Brst proposed, but is specifically to restore 
qiioii fur quota, it becomes on thi:> trrouiid, incum- 
bant on the part of the British Government, to 
demand as a preleminary step, a detailed state- 
ment of about three thousand pri!*onerfl of war, 
of which the third were of the United 'States* 
raguiar service, captured in Canada during the 
first Campaign, and given up in good faith to the 
United Sta es, who at that period, had no British 
priaoners. — and as all subsequent exchanges on 
the part of the United States have been acquit- 
ted by an equivalent number of prisoners sia:ut* 
taneously exchmged, it is insisted that the 
American Government is bound by honor and 
flood taith to make full and complete sati^jfaction 
rar the al>ove debt, in conformity to the 14th 
article of the cartel, before she can in justice re- 
tatn, or ask an equivalent (or a single British 
prisoner now in her possession : and tor thi * pur- 
pose returns will be prepared, not only of the 
number of prisoners remaining unexchanged in 
the possession of either power, but of those given 
up in good faith by the Britisli Government to thu 
United States, and for which no return has yet 
bean made, or satisfaction ofTered ; and as it ap- 
pears from the documents noiNr transmite<l, that 
the United States are adding to the number of pris 
oiiers placed in restraint as Hostages, iiis Excel- 
leney is left no alternative, and Is under the im- 
perioas necessity of ordering into close confine- 
neot, all the American officers remaining in his 
poiSoilsiony not heretofore considered as Hoa- 



Befortj entering on the subject of the im- 
pression produced on the centre division, by 
the intelligence of the disaster which had 
overwhelmed the right, or northern, divi><ion, 
it will be advisable to conclude the operations 
which were now nndertaken> under Generals 
Wilkinson and Hampton, in the Lo ver Pro- 
vince. We may, however, notice, that not- 



•IT. 



the inatmctions of the Secretary of State 



leave to the discretion of Brigadier-General Win- 
der no latitude on the subject of the twenty- 
three British soldiers considered by Great Britain 
as the sole just origin of the system of reuliation, 
the further prosecution of this negotiation, for 
an exchange of prisoner*, must bo unavailing, as 
His Excellency, although prepared to waive all 
minor considerations, as to meet the American 
Government on a fair and liberal biuiis, is at the 
same time unalterably firm in his determination 
not to compromise in the slightest degree, that 
principle of justice and equity upon wtiich the 
measures of his Government have been iramed. 

On a former occasion. Colonel Baynes commu- 
nicated to Mfljor Melv.lle that if the prisoners of 
war in Canada were not exchanged previous to 
the arrival of the transports expected early in 
the Spring, it would become a necessary measure 
to relieve the Canadas of that charge, and that 
they would be sent to England ; and on the open- 
ing of the river navigation, the prisoners now at 
Montreal will be sent to Quebec for that purpose* 

(Signed) Edward Batnks, 

Col., auu AUjt. GeneraL 

No. 2. 

Brigadier General Winder has received Colonel 
Baynes* note of this morning', and has read it 
with close and profound attention, not without 
considerable surprise and the deepest regret— 
surprise because it seems to have been expected 
that the discusi'lons depending between Colonel 
Baynes and himself wen* in act t • have fettled 
and adjusted a principal question which will qq 
doubt occupy the Conuress at Gottenburg — re* 
gret because he fears that the beneficial conse- 
quences which would result from making ex- 
changes, as far as was practical ble under the 
powers held by Gentral Wmder, mu<t bo defeated 
by persisting in the views held out by the note of 
Colonel Baynes — exchanges which would restore 
to liberty sO many bnive and hononible men of 
both nations, who may otherwise linger out a 
teHous protracted confinement, finally to bo ter- 
minated by an Inglorious d^ath, and which beside, 
would have left untouched in the fullest extent, 
the pretensions of Great Britain, on the question 
from whence the system of retaliation has arisen. 

It appears to Brigadier General AVinder, from 
the note of Colonel Baynes, that he considered 
an exchange made under the restriction in Briga- 
dier General Winder's power^ as ac abandonment 
or compromising the principle in question by the 
British Government.— Surely, if this were the 
ease, afi ac6brdihg to Brigadier General Winder's 
eonloeption it oiftrfidnly la not, it would have be^ 



■- ■\ 



288 



HISTORY OP THE WAB OP 1812. 



» 



withstanding the defeat sustained in the west, 
the British still retained undisturbed posses- 
sion of Michilimacinac, and thereby preserved 
their influence, to a very material degree, over 
the Indian tribes in the west ' 

General Ilarrison contemplated the reduc- 

« 

tion of this post, but finding the season far 
advanced, and more important operations 



an abandonment of it on the part of the Ameri- 
can Goverument, if this restriction had not ex- 
isted in the power, and would have been an 
extent of power which, it is confidently believed, 
His ExcelltMicy did not expect would be conferred 
on the occasion — nor indeed could it be supposei 
that a power to treat relative to the adjustment 
of this principle would have been conferred upon 
a persou in the situation, and under the circum- 
stances which Brigadier Qeneral Winder was 
when he received the power. 

Brigadier General Winder further supposes 
that His Excellency had and can have, in the or- 
dinary course of things, no power to settle and 
adjust this question unless by special delegation, 
and this if known to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, would have drawn from them a cor- 
respondent delegation of power with a view to 
its adjustment 

But the Government of the United States were 
aware that His Excellency possessed, as inciden- 
tal to bis military command, the power of making 
exchanges relative to the prisoners made from 
and by his command, which did not compromit 
the priuciple of the British Government on this 
point, and therefore had in view to delegate a 
corresponding power to Brigadier General Winder, 
as it is considered they have entirely done. 

The Government of the United States con- 
ceived that a relinquishment of the twenty-three 
original hostages taken by them would be com- 
promitiog the principle on their p^rt, and declined 
to give a pover to this extent — they, on the con- 
trary, do not ask a release of the twenty-three 
men sent to England, because that would be re- 
linquishing it on the part of the British Govern- 
ment. The power to negotiate upon this ques- 
tion, it id presumed, has been delegated to Uie 
eommissioners about to assemble at Gottenburg. 

But General Winder is at a loss to perceive, 
that because he does QOt possess this power a 
negotiation is to stop, which could originally only 
have contemplated, and been expected to con- 
template, the exchange, as &r as could be done 
without broaching that question. And the letter 
of the Secretary of State to His Excellency, of 
the 1 9th March, and his contemporaneous in- 
structions to Brigadier General Wiuder, while 
they look to the largest possible exchange, yet 
reserve, and express to do so, whole and enUre, 
the right on this system of retaliation, and he 
most sincerely believes his propositions of yester- 
day^s date entirely attain this object to bo& par> 
ties. 

Brigadier General Winder, consdous it would 
ba useless to submit any observation on tiie other 
pirts of Colonel Baynes^ note^ at he batteres 



being contemplated, he postponed the move- 
ment, especially as he argued that the garrison 
of this post, cutoff from all exterior resources, 
must necessarily fall. General Ilarrison seems, 
however, to have lost sight of the possibility 
of the garrison being supplied by way of 
York, or, though with more difficulty, by the 
Ottawa river. All his disposable forces were 



them completely embraced in one of the propo> 
sitions of his note of yesterday, entirely conform* 
able to Colonel Baynes* wishes; and because, 
possessing no otlier powers or instructions than 
those already communicated, he supposes it more 
important, at the present moment, to obviate the 
objections to proceed in the negotiation, which 
he flatters himself the foregoing remarks will 
have a tendency to effect, and which urdesa he 
can effect, would be time uselessly spent, as no 
result could flow from it. 

Brigadier General Winder submits these re- 
marks in a spirit of unreserred candor and cor- 
diality, and without the loss of a moment ; — and 
flatters himself, that, viewed by Colonel Baynee 
with the same spirit, they will be found entitled 
to strong and conclusive weight. 

(Signed) Wm. Windkb, 

Brig. Gen. U. S. Army. 



No. 8. 



Montreal, April 11th, 18U. 

Brigadier-general Winder has received Colonel 
Baynes^s note of this morning, and has read H 
with the attention which the subject of it was cal- 
culate 1 to awaken, and however much he regrets ' 
that he is not able to accomplish all that he hoped 
and wished, yet he is gratified in believing, that 
much may be accomplished in strict conformity to 
the principles upon which his Excellency leeli 
himself bound to act as detailed in CoL Baynes*8 
note of to-day, and also entirely within the powen 
and instructions which Brigadier-general Winder 
has received and submitted from his Governments 
Colonel Baynes* note states, ** that the confine* 
ment of the twenty-three American officers, and 
an equal number of uon-commuisioned officers, is 
considered as the first stage of retaliation, on tlie 
part of the British Government, and will be per- 
severed in so long as the twenty-three soldieifl, 
for which they are held as hostages, are kept in 
confinement, and cannot be affected by any ex- 
change that does not emancipate the twenty- 
three British soldiers.^* 

WhatBrig.-gen. Winder proposes, therefore, fi 
entire conformity to this principle is, that the Bii» 
tish officers put into confinement in retaUatin 
for the confinement of the above forty-six Ame* 
rican officers and non-commissioned officers ■i>i ii 
be released and exchanged to such an extent at 
an equivalent value of American officers confined 
in retaliation for them, or who may be prisoneffi 
of war, other than the above forty-six, shall bt 
released and exchanged. 

Brigadier-General Winder, in his note of tfat 
9th, made bis propositi at extenehre as he wiM 
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tbarefore mored from the head of Lake Erie It had be«D the lettled plan ofthc Amcrictu 
to Baftalo, whence ihey were forwarded to the .__j_ p.^ Qovemracnt from tha 

Niagara district, to join the eipedtlion con- 1 romj coinmen cement of the 

tenplated against theLoirer Province, aad in . war, to make a decisive attack on tho 
part to Bupplj the detachments which had Lower Province. We gather this from 
bMnalreadjilralled from thatdistrtct,andcon the correspondence between the officers In 
Ttjei to Sackett's Harbor for the same pur- commaod, and the bureau of u or at Washing. 
pOM. ton, and we shall proceed to sliow how thia 



allowed, but conai Jered at tbe Mune Umo, tliit if, 
In ite wbole eilent, it «ai not accepttble to bis 
Kzcelienc; ho would bolij liimself ready to em- 
brace aii,T RKkliBcation of tbem, vbicb niigbt be 
BOre accppUblc, and wEthio Brigadier-general 
Vlodcr's pooer. 

Thia pmpoxitinn appearing to BHgidier-Reneral 
Winder to bn w> entirely withia tbe principle<i 
eODtained in Cul. Bbthvi' note, he feele the niaic 
•angnino ■•auruico of ita acceptance, and, without 
•ncuinberiiij; it witb aiiytbing else, be hastens to 
aobmit it witbuu( dutny. 

(Signed) Wm. WiHoaa, 

Brig. Oen. U. & Army. 

No. 4. 

Head Qoarters, Uontreal, 
AdjuUot t^eoeral'a Olflce, 

April 12th, 1814. 
Odonel Bajneg hai to aetcnowledgo Brigsdicr- 
general Winiier'a uoie of (be 11 tb iustut, and is 
eonunanded lo ncquaint him, that the commander 
of thetarces coiisetiM to au eiehange of bostagea, 
and all Dtbeni, priMoers of war in conrormily to 
the aoaie of (he cartel, under the previous stipn- 
lated condiliuuB recited in hi* note, viz. — That 
tbe tweaiy-tliree British soldiers Srst coDSned as 
boatages, and the furtj-nii Americsn officers and 
Bon^commissioned officere a '--•-•--■ 
io retalii 
audbeni 



bcluded in tbe preaeut proposed e: 



It appearing that tbe American Goreninient 
aaMFt to hire placed seventy seven Bridsh offiC' 
an In coaHncnient as boitagea, and the right to 
ratatiate in an equal number, being assumed by 
the cominaniier of the forces, it would be neces- 
Mry to plica ibirty-one Auierican officers in , 
riiular r«>(rsm(, in order to bold seveDty-aeven 
to rettore in eiehange ; but to avoid the perform- 
aooe of ao unpleasant a task, it la proposed that 
h tte taken for granted that this further act of 
tMaHation hu been carried Into effect, and that 
tlia number ot hostages on tralh aide*, being 
•qaal In number, amoanting to leventj^even, are 
declared released sa hostages, and placed on the 
fcoting of ordinary prisonera of war, to be ei- 
eliuged as aucb, in conformity to (ha cartel. 

That this measnre take place immediately in 
Qaabec, and witb tbe least posaibia delay In the 
Dnilad Biatea and Halifax. 

The eiohange contemplated, la (0 taelnde erery 
hdirtdnal bald a* a priHoer of * 



with the army of British N'orlli America, com* 
niencing from (he firat ac( dF bci^iiliiien on dtbar 
aide, excepting only twcutj-thrce British soldierBi 
and the forlv-sii American olEcera and non^com- 
misaioned oIBcers to be reserved oa lioatagea ; It 
being further stipulated tliul tlic list-meniioned 
forlj-sii will be placed on the tnoiia<i ol ordinary 
pri«anpra of war, and eichangcd ai< such when- 
ever the twentj-ttiree British aoidiuiB are SO re- 
leased or delivered over for eicbange. 

The deuila contained in Brigadier-general 
Winder's note of tbe Vtli instant nre accepted of, 
iia forming the outline (or a uiuiual arraagemcnt 
for carrying the eicbange into effect. 

(Signed) Enwian BarMia. 

Adjutant-general, B.N.A. 



Ko. 6. 
Head Quarters, Hontreal, 
A^jutaat General's Office, 

AprU 12tb, 1814. 
Colonel Baynea haa to acknowledge tirigidier- 
general Winder's note of the 1 1 th inatuit, and la 
commanded to acquaint him, thnttbu commander 
of tbe forces has no objection to tho principle 
upon which bia eichsoge i« propoee'I by tbe Se- 
cretary of S(a(e ai a preli.niuary measure to bia 
entering upon the proposed negotiation, provided 
that the baaie upon wbioh that negotiation la to 
be conducted, is in its principle ad'uJasible, and 
holds out a fair and a leasonable prospect of pro- 
ducing the dedred end. 

nis Excellency con^dered tho proposal aa stat- 
ed in the Secretary of Slate's letter oHeth March 
as coming under that description, and (he aeoom- 
panying letter of iualructions ol the name dal«^ 
comporting witb the same, he did nut faeaitate (o 
grant bis consent to the propoaed exchange of 
Bri^die>geDera] Winder, as a proper pT»' 
liminary measure ; but a smbseqneut comma* 
nication from the Secretary of tbe United State^ 
being received by Brigadier-general Winder, and 
represented by him to have been Introdaced Into 
the firat instrnctiona, alterations in tbemsetvet 
Inadmlaaible io principle, and that the same bad 
been omitted by error in traoacribing tbe first 
copy, and were Uierefore to be conridered aa 
rnrming the text and spirit of the propoaitioa. 
The commander of the forces considered himself 
abeol*ed front bis assent to a document wbieh 
bad, from the act of tbe propo^g party, beeoma 
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determination was carrtiKl out — the force em- It had been decided that the attack shooid 
plojcdy the fate which attended the attempt, 
and the causes which l.^d to the entire failure 
of a scheme, deliberately planned, long cherish- 
ed as one of the ceriain means of reducmg 
the Canadas, and undertaken with eTcr3' 
accompaniment of faicc, that it was in the 
power of the American Oovemment to im- 
part to it 



to revert to the alteriiauTe suggested in the Se- 
cretary of State*tf first letter, aud reject the pro- 
posal in toto. 

Colonel Baynes is directed to inform Brigadier 
General Winder, that ic U not Hia Excellency *8 
intention to sancnon aiiv |>artial exchange, except 
for the express purpose a'ated in the Secretary 
of Sute's lutter, with which he thinks it highly 
expedient and proper to comply, but he must re- 
quire from that odicer a most direct and un- 
equivocal assurance, that he is atUhorued to irtat 
and ratify, tcithout furtMer retervation, on the 
part of his govtrnmeHt, a negotiation on the prin- 
ciples stateu m Oolozicl B^yiies* note of tbe 11th 
and 12ib, and in General Wmder*8 note of the 
11th instant — in nhich ciiso his exchange will be 
declared full and complete. 

Brigadier Generdl Wiuder will excuse this 
demand which ha^s become necenary from the 
doubts which he has hmiseU created, as to the 
nature and extent of the restriction recently 
placed upon him by his government. 

(Signed,) Enwaao Batnis, 

Adjt.Gen.B. N. A. 



be made from two points^ from the 
under General Hampton, with perhaps^ tlM 
most efficient division that had as yet takao 
the field during the war; and from the wei^ 
under the immediate direction of the com- 
mander-in chief, General Wilkinson. 



question as to the extent of his powers, he canooi 
but feel mortified, Uiat an idea should have been 
entertained for a moment ihut he intended to 
render them ic the least degree doubtful, and he 
trusts this avowal will remove all such imprea*. 
sions, and enable Cohmel Baynes and himael^ 
upon the adjustment of Brigadier General Windei^ 
exchange, to proceed without delay to the 
rangement. 



(Signed,) 



Wm. WixDxa^ 



Brig. Gen., U. S. Axmf. 



No. 6. 

Montreal, April 18th, 1814. 

Brigadier General Winder very much regrets 
that he should have fjilcd in communicating to 
Colonel Baynes m the last interview, the extent 
of the powers comuiuuicated to him with requisite 
preeisiou. 

It was the intention of Brigadier (General 
Winder to have stated, tliat his powers extended 
without restriction, lu propose and agree to an 
exchange of all Bntiah i'rtaoners of War taken 
from the command ol S.r George Prevost, except 
the twentV'three meu put into confinement in 
retaliation* for tlie twenty-three men sent to 
England, to which extent he now assures Colonel 
Baynes bis powers extend, embracing all the 
subjects contained in Colonel Baynes* notes of 
the 1 1th and 1 2 th, and Brigadier General Winder*s 
of the 11th. 

As it was not the intention of Brigadier General 
Winder that hia fixceileucy should have the least 



(jeneral Order, Adjutant Generars Office, 

Head Quarters, Montreal, 

Jul; ISth, 1814. 

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces 

announces to the troops under his command, thai 

having at the invitation of tlie American govern- 

ment, deputed Colonel Bayne.s Adjutant (leneral, 

and Lieutenant Colonel Brenton, Fruvincial Aide* 

de-camp, to meet on ThurA.;ay last at ChamphuB, 

Colonel Lear, late Consul General of the Uidted 

States at Algiers — ^for the purpose of recouaidaiw 

iug the convention for the exchange of priaonen 

which had been entered into on the 15th eff 

April last, between Colonel Baynes and Brigadi« 

(General Winder; and of removing whatever ob» 

jectiona might k>e made to the due execntiott 

of it: — and the said meetuig having taken place 

accordingly, all objections to the said couveulioa 

were then, and there, completely removed ; and 

the same was, on the 16th in!>tant, fully and deA* 

nitively ratified by Colonel Lear, on the iiart ef 

the United Sutes; (he havnij; hill power for tbtl 

purpose) with a supplementary clau;ie, l»y whicA 

the twenty-three British soldiers, and the forifw 

six American officers, the \\k fUiges mentioned ia 

the first article of the said eonvvntion, are de« 

clared to k>e includei in that conveution, and are 

to be released and exclianged, in the smie loaA* 

ner as other priaoners of War, mentioned in the 

same articles, notwithstanding the exception to 

them therein contained; — and 11 is Excellency it 

pleased hereby to direct that this General Order 

be considered in explanation and couhrmatloa eC 

the said General Orders issued wU the 16th and 

2nd July, 1814. 

SvwABo Batkis, 

Adjt Gen. N. A. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



CONTIIITS. 

The Expedition under Gen. Wilkinson. --The 
nnmben engaged at Ghryder^s Farm. — General 
Hampton^B movemento — ^his force. — ^Wilkinson 
retires to winter quarters. — (General order.— 
Causes of the failure of the expeditions. — Im- 
pression produced on the centre diirision by 
the disaster of the right. — ^Frevost's instruc- 
tions. — MoTements of Colonel Murrry. — 
Destruction of Newark, now Niagara. — Move- 
ments in the West— Attack on Fort Niagara. 

We will follow the fortunes of the com- 
TheBraeditlonun- mander - in - chief, first, 
der Gen. Wilkinson. assigning due deference 
to his rank. The point selected for rendezvous 
was Grenadier Island, some eighteen miles 
distant from Sackett^s Harbour; this point 
bad been chosen for its contiguity to the St. 
Lawrence, and at this place, after various 
casualties, the expedition^ amounting to some 
eight thousand eight hundred men, arrived 
by the 24th of October. Previous to the 
arrival of the troops the following corres- 
pondence had passed between General Wilkin- 
son and Conunodoro Chauncej : — 

"The main body of the division of the 
anny at this point (Niagara) has sailed to 
join that at Sackett^s Harbour, at the head of 
tbe St Lawrence, with the design to reduce 
Kingston and Prescott, and to proceed thence 
toM<mtreaL 

** Tbe main body of the enemy^s force is, 
in this vicinity, at the head of the lake and 
in York, leaving Kingston very weak. 

** Tbe enemy's squadron, beaten and forced 
to ibe head of tbe lake, la not in a situation 
Ao attempt tbe regaining of Kingston harbor, 

1« 



jvhile the American squadron keeps an eye 
ipon it 

" Under these circumstances, will it be for 
the interest of the service, that the American 
squadron should accompany the flotilla with 
the troops, or shall it watch the BriUsb 
squadron, effect its destruction, and prevent 
the sudden transport of the division of tbe 
enemy by a rapid movement by water to re- 
inforce Kingston ? 

*' It strikes me, that, in th3 first case, tbe 
enemy being apprised of our intention, by 
our movements, which cannot be concealed, 
may, with the aid of their squadron, reach 
Kingston before our troops are embodied and 
organized for the attack; and thus the reduc- 
tion of the place may be spun out to the 
consumption of the season, and, of course, 
the main design must fail. 

'* In the second case, while the American 
squadron blocks up that of the enemy at' tbe 
head of the lake, the flotilla will enjoy a free sea, 
and the British, by being cut off from transport 
by water, will be thrown back in their arriva 
at Kingston; long before which period tbe 
place must be taken, and our army landed on 
Montreal Island — no act of Qod intervening 
to thwart our intentions.** 
Fort George, Oct 1st, 1818. 

To this.oonununication a prompt reply was 
made by Chauncey. 

U. S. Ship Pike, 
Off Niagara, 
Oct 1st, 1818. 
«DsAB Sib, — ^The reasons you assign, In 
your memorandum, why the American squad- 
ron should remain in this vicinity, in preference 
to accompanying the flotilla down the lake, 
are so conclusivei and correspond so exactly 
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with my own ideas and wishes on the subject, 
that I have no other to offer. I will barely 
obserye that my best exertions shall -be used 
to keep the enemy in check in this part of 
ihk lake, or effect his destruction. Yet, with 
my utmost exertions and greatest vigilance, 
he may (when favoured by a strong westerly 
wind) slip past me in the night, and get 
eighteen or twenty hours start of mo down 
the lake, before I can discover his movement 
K that should be the case, I shall lose no 
time in following him, with so much celerity, 
as to prevent his interrupting you in your 
operations upon Kingston.** 

Isaac Chauncet. 

The Secretary at War (General Armstrong's) 
observations so entirely coincide with our 
own view of the case that we are tempted to 
transcribe them, adopting them fully. 

" That a project, giving to the fleet a false 
position ; diverting it from the important duty 
of covering the descent of an entire division of 
the army from Fort George to Sackett's 
Harbor, and thereby directly exposing it to 
capture or destruction, should have met the 
high approbation and cordial welcome of the 
naval commanders, is a problem not easily 
solved." 

Subsequent events confirm this opinion, 
as Sir James Yeo, who was not the man 
to allow himself to be confined in port, 
pushed boldly into the lake, and arrived at 
Kingston on the 7th. The most unfortunate 
part of the affair for the British was, that Sir 
James kept the northern side of the lake, and 
thus left the boats carrying the division 
(much dispersed and wholly defenceless) with- 
out molestation. Had he been compelled, by 
adverse winds, to beat down the lake, the 
probability is great that he must have fallen 
in with the flotilla, and in such a case the fate 
of the division would have been sealed. 

It had been anticipated by the American 
commander that General De Rottenburg would 
have taken measures to reinforce Proctor, and 
provide for the defence of Maiden, but instead 
of doing 80, that general despatched nearly all 
his e£fective troops, under convoy of Sir James 
Yeo, to provide for Kingston. 

Having thus brought the Americans to their 
place of rendezvous, and seen the British 
reinforcements arrive, in safety, at Kingston, 
we will accompany the American general-in* 



chief in the demonstrations, which followed, 
to his abandonment of the movement against 
Kingston. 

Having only eight thousand men, and the 
British at Kingston now numbering nearly 
two thousand, it was deemed advisable to 
substitute Montreal for the point of attack, 
especially as Commodore Chauncvcy volun- 
teered to watch both channels, so as to ensure 
a quiet sail, or pull, down the river to the 
flotilla. Unfortunately, however, tho American 
commodore was as little competent to execute 
one undertaking as the other, and no sooner 
was the expedition consisting of three hundred 
large boats, exclusive of schooners, sloops^ 
and twelve heavy gun boats, safely under 
weigh, than two brigs, two schooners and 
several gun boats were on the " qui vive ** to 
annoy them. The first detention was at 
French's Creek, directly opposite the point, 
at which an army, destined for Kingston, 
might be supposed to land, here a halt of 
some five or six days occurred, during which 
time the flotilla and troops were much annoy- 
ed by the teazing British vessels from the bay 
opposite French Creek. On the 5th November, 
another start was effected, and a place called 
Hoag*s, four miles below Morrisville, and 
about fifty from French Creek, was reached. 
At this point the water procession halted 
preparatory to passing Fort Wellington, dis- 
tant six miles farther. The general here drew 
up, agreeably to established custom, a pro- 
clamation, addressed to the inhabitants of the 
country he was about to conquer. ** For Its 
brevity, no less than its moderation," sayM 
James, " it far surpasses anything of the sort 
hitherto promulgated by an American GkinenL 

" Proclamation of James Wilkinson, Major 
General and commander-in-chief of an ex- 
pedition against the Canadas, to the inhabi- 
tants thereof: 

«* The army of the United States, which I 
have the honor to command, invaded the 
province to conquer, and not to destroy ; to 
subdue the forces of his Britannic Itajesty, 
not to war against unoffending subjecta. 
Those, therefbre, amongsiyou who remaiii 
quiet at home, should victory indine to the 
American standard, shall be protected in their 
persons and property; but those who are 
found in arms most necessarily be treated ea 
avowed enemiea. — ^To^menaoe isanmanl/,*- 
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To seduce, dishonorable — yut it ut juHt in^l ' 
humane to place these alternatives befort 
you." 

On the Tth the pon'der, ammunition and nil i 
the troops, except enough to man Uio boals | 
strooi^r, were Isnded, the boats with mufflcil ' 
oars, ftnd keepEDg cluse to the Ogdcnsbut;: i 
aide, dropping down the river while ihe troor.^- 
and ammunition proceeded by land to the Reil ^ 
Uill, fourteen miles below Ogden^bui^. Xht ; 
expedition proceeded on the next daj', slowly, 
after a skirmish bcLwecn twelve bundrcil 
American troops, who had been ordered > < 
land under Colonel Macomb, and a parly ' 
■niUtia,whobad assembled about Fort Matlld , 
for the purpose of annoying the troops in tht 1 ; 
puaage down the river, which ia here out 
more tbao five hundred yards wide. 

On the 9th of November the flotilla arrivGil, 
in the alUmoon, at Williamsburg, on the 
Oanadian «d& Here the troops already on 
dtore, amountuig to somo twelve hundred 
■Bea,.were reinforced by General Browo'ti 
brigade, wltfa a twdy of dragoons from the 
JUaeneaa side. 

n«m this point a detachment, numberiri); 
mne twenty-nine hundred or three tbousaind 
nea, was despatched to drive the BriUth 
tcoopa tram the shore, along which they were 
to march to Barahartz's, a distance of about 
tWNitymilea. A. double object was to be 
«bc(ed by thismovement, as the boats would 
bo thereby lightened, In their long and 
periloits descent of the violent rapid callc J 
tbe Long Sault, and would, at the same time, 
be freed Irom any annoyance from an enemy 
on shore. This body proceeded along tlic 
banks a few miles, when they unexpectedly 
Ibund themselves brought to a atand at n 
I^ace called Chrysler's farm. The impediment 
in their way was a body of troops who were 
prepared to dispute the undisturbed march or 
the Americana. 

u Hitherto," says James, " the battles be- 
tween the British and Amerioan troops had 
been chiefly bosh fighting akirmSihefl. ' Now 
Ibej met i" uopen champaign, where there 
was no ahdter for the Amwiean riflemen, no 
nata for their pieces. Alt was conducted, as 
Osoeral Wilkinson uy>, in open ipaoe and 
fttr combat" 
The belt Mooontw* can ^n of the' en- 



gigoiii«nt, will be found in the respective 
bulk'iins of the commanding officers 
From LieuUnant Colonel Morruan to ifajcr 
General De RotUnburg. 

Chrysler's, Williiraslmrg, Upper Gmida, 

November 12lh, 1813. 

Siu,— T have the heartfelt gratineatioo to 

n.'ii'irt the brilliant and gallent conduct of the 

rli'tfii-hment fron the centre division of the 

nniiv, as yesterday dii^layed in repulsing and 

Jir^'iiiing a division of the enemy's force, con- 

';i>iiij!.' of two brigades of iniantry and a 

■-.-"ii^nt of cavalry, amounting to between 

i^nd four thousand men, who moved 

.. iT'd, about tiro o'clock in the afternoon, 
If': ' Chrysler's point, and attacked our 
aiivar.ce, which gradually ftll back fo the 
position selected for the detachment to occupy ; 
the light resting on the river, and the left on 
n pine wood, exbibiUng a front of about seven 
liuiiJied yards. The ground being open,'the 
troop:^ were thus disposed : the Qank compa- 
nies »f the 49th regiment, the detachment ol 
the Canadian feociblcs, with one field piece, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Pearson, on the 
right, a Utile advanced on the road; three 
cuiiipsr.iesof the 89th regiment, under Captain 
Barnes, with a gun, formed in echcllon, with 
v\v- advance en its left supporting it The 
i^\.\\ and SSth, thrown more to the rear, with 
Bguo, formed the main body and reserve, ex* 
tending to the woods on the left, which were 
occu[iied by the voltigeurs, under Uiyor 
IlL-rriot, and the Indians under Lieutenant 
Anileraon. At about half past two the action 
!>c< .'ime general, when the enemy endeavored, 
liy moving forward a brigade fhim his right, 
to turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th, 
runuiag«n poUnee with the 49th, and both 
corps moving forward, occasionally firing by 
ptacoons. His efforts were next directed 
against OUT right, and to repulse this movement 
(he 4Bth took ground in that direction in 
ccholloD, followed by the 89th ; when within 
half musket shot the line was fonlied, nndec 
a heavy but irregular fire from the enemy. 
The 49th was then directed to charge the gun 
posted opposite lo ours; but it became neccf 
sary, when within a short distance of it, to 
check the forward movement, in consequenoa 
of a charge ihim their cavalry on the iigh^ 
lest they aboidd wheel about, and &11 opoa 
their rear; Imt they itere rtcclved in a» 
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gaUant a manner by the companies of the 
89ih, under Captam Barnes, and the well- 
directed fire of the artillery, that they quickly 
retreated, and by an immediate charge from 
those companies one gun was gained. The 
enemy immediately concentrated their force 
to check our advance, but such was the steady 
countenance, and well-directed fire of the 
troops and artillery, that at about half*past 
four they gave way at all points firom an 
exceeding strong position, endeayoring by 
their light infantry to cover their retreat, who 
were soon driven away by a judicious move- 
ment made by Lieutenant Colonel Pearson. 
The detachment for the night occupied the 
ground firom which the enemy had been 
driven, and are now moving in pursuit 

I regret to find our loss in killed and wound- 
ed has been so considerable ; but trust a most 
essential service has been rendered to the 
country, as the whole of the eremy^s infantry, 
after the action, precipitately retired to Iheir 
own shores. It is now my grateful duty to 
point out to your honor the benefit the service 
has received fi'om the ability, judgment, and 
active exertions of Lieutenant Colonel Harvey, 
the deputy-adjutant general, for sparing whom 
to accompany the detachment, I must again 
publicly express my acknowledgments. To 
the cordial co-operation and exertions of 
Lieutenant Colonel Pearson, commanding the 
detachment firom Prescott, Lieutenant Colonel 
Plenderleath, of the 49th, Major Clifibrd, of 
the 89th, Major Herriott, of the voltigeurs, 
and Captain Jackson of the royal artillery, 
combined with the gallantry of the troops^ our 
great success may be attributed. Every man 
did his duty, and I believe I cannot more 
strongly speak their merits than in mention- 
ing, that our small force did not exceed eight 
hundred rank and file. To Captains Davis 
and Skinner, of the quarter-master-general^s 
department, I am under the greatest obliga- 
tions for the assistance I have received from 
them; their zeal and activity has been un- 
remitting. Lieutenant Hagerman, of the 
militia, has also, for his services, deserved my 
public acknowledgements, as has also Lieu- 
tenant Anderson, of the Indian 'department. 
As the prisoners are hourly bringing in, I 
.am unable to furnish your honor with a cor- 
rect return of them, bat upwards of one hun^ 
<dred are in onrposseaskm; neither can I 



give an account of the ordnance stores taken, 
as the whole have not yet been:, collected. 
I have the honor to be, &c, 
J. W. Morrison, 
Lieut. Col. 89th, commandirg 
corps of observation. 
Total of killed and wounded— one captain, 
two drummers, nineteen rank and file, killed ; 
one captain, nine subalterns, six Serjeants, 
one hundred and thirty-one rank and file, 
wounded ; twelve rank and file, nussing. 

Col. Morrison does not mention the number 
The numbers engaged of troops under his com- 
at Chryaler'B Farm. ^^^^ ^^ Chrysler's farm, 

but James places them at " eight hundred 
rank and file, besides Lieutenant Anderson 
and about thirty Indians, who had accom- 
panied the detachment from Kingston." 

This number Genei-al Wilkinson has con- 
tinued to swell in his official letters* firom six- 

*From major-general Wilkinson to the Amerietm 
secretary at war. 

Head-quarters, French Hills, 
Acyoining the Province of Lower Canada, 

16th November, ISIS. 

Sir, — I beg leave to refer you to the Journal 
which accompanies this letter, for the partleukn 
of the movements of the corps under my com- 
mand, down to the St. Lawrence, and wiU 
endeavour to exert my unfeeblo mind to detail to 
you the more striking and important incideati 
which have ensued since my departure from 
Grenadier Island, at the foot of Lake Ontario, od 
the 8rd instant. 

The corps oftheeneny which followed bm 
from Kingston, being on my rear, and in concerl 
with a heavy galley and a few gun-boats, seemed 
determined to retard my progress. I wn 
tempted to halt, turn about, and put an end to 
his teasing : but alas I I was confined to my bed. 
Major- general Lewis was too ill for any acliv« 
exertions ; and above all, I did not dare to snfl^ 
myself to be diverted a single day from Uie pr(» 
ecution of the views of government. I had 
written mijor-general Hampton on the 6th iast, 
by acljutant-general colonel King, and had €H 
dered him to form a junction with me on theSt 
Lawrence, which I expected would take plaee 
on the 9th or 10th. It would have been w^m^ 
donable, had I lost sight of this olgeet u 
instant I deemed it of vital importance to tiM 
Issue of the campaign. 

The enemy deserves credit for their leal and 
intelligence, which the active universal hosHBl^ 
of the male inhabitants of the countiy enaUed 
them to employ to the greatest advantage. 

Thus, while menaced by a respectme Ami 
in the rear, the coast was lined with Bi^ 
ketry in front, and at every critical part of Ibi 
river, which obliged me to march a nntinh— fi 
and (bit impedecTmy pn^gnn. 
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teen hundred to two thousand, and not 
satisfied even with this amplification, in a 
note to his memoirs, written long subse- 
quently, the American General actually ven- 
tured to state that, " the enemy showed 
twenty five hundred men in battalion, on the 
11th, and this force was beaten back, by 
seventeen hundred of undisciplined troops, 
upon a reserve of seven hundred men, making 
the whole strength of the enemy thirty-two 
hundred men." 

To disprove this is easy, and if we t-^ke CoL 
Walbacks evidence, (who was in the action, 
and swore, at the general^s court martial, 
<*That he had a fair view of the enemy, and 
and that he supposed the whole, regulars, 
militia, and Indians to have been between 
devcn and twelve hundred men**) and compare 

On the evening of the 9th, the army halted a 
few miles from the head of Longue Sault. On the 
morning of the 10th the enclosed order was ia- 
saed. General Browne marched, agreeably to 
order, and at noon we were apprised, by the re- 
ports of his artillery, that he was engaged some 
distance below us. At the same time the enemy 
were observed in our rear, and their galley and 
eon-boats approached our flotilla, and opened a 
fire upon ui*, which obliged me to order a battery 
of 18-poundcrs to be planted, and a shot from it 
compelled the enemy^s vessels to retire, together 
with their troops, alter some firing between the 
advanced parties. By this time, in consequence 
of bis disembarking and re-embarkir.g the heavy 
guna, the day was so far spent, that our pilots 
£d not dare to enter the Sault (eight miles a con- 
tinued rapid), and therefore we fell down about 
two miles, and came to anchor for the night 

Early the next morning everything was in rea- 
diness for motion ; but having received no intel- 
ligence from General Brown, I was still delayed, 
as sound precaution required I should learn the 
result of his afiEair, before I committed the flotilla 
to the Sault. 

At half-past ten A.M , an officer of dragoons 
arrived with a letter, in which the General in- 
formed me he had forced the enemy, and would 
reach the foot of the Sauit eaily in the day. Or- 
ders were immediately given for the flotilla to 
■ail, at which instant the eneroy*s gun-boats ap- 
peared, and began lo throw shot among us. In- 
formation was at the same time brought me from 
Brigadier-general Boyd, that the enemy*s troops 
were advancing in column. I immediately gave 
orders to him to attend them. This report was 
soon contradicted. Their gun-boats, however, 
continue! to scratch us, and a variety of reports 
of their movements and counter-movements were 
Inrought to me in succession, which convinced me 
of their determination to hazard nn attack, when 
it could be done to the greatest advantage; and 
I therefore resolved to anticipate them. Direc- 
tions were accordingly sent by that distinguished I 
officer, Colonel Swin of the engineers, to Brigad- ' 



it with the testimony of Major-generals Lewis, 
Boyd, Covington, and Swartwout, who con- 
curred in opinion "that the British force 
amounted to about five hundred,^' James, 
statement may be considered as very nearly 
correct By adding as much to the numbers 
given by the four generals, as we deduct from 
Walback's, we arrive at James* numbers. This 
may fiiirly be done, as at the Court Martial 
one party was doing his best to support 
general Wilkinson, while the others were, 
perhaps, infiuenced by opposite feelings. 

Having settled this point, we will in turn, 
attempt to fix the numbers of Americans. 

It has been truly said that — 

*' A tangled web^e weave, 
When first we practice to deceive.'* 

and this is literally the case with General 



ier-gen. Boyd, to throw down the detachments of 
his command, assigned to him in the order of the 
preceding day, and composed of men of his own, 
Covington*s and Swartwout*s brigades, into three 
columns, to march upon the enemy, outflank 
them if possible, and take their artillery. 

The action soon after comme .ced with the 
advanced body of the enemy, and became ex- 
tremely sharp and galling ; and lasted, with oc-. 
casiocal pauses, not sustained with great vivacity, 
in open space, and fair combat, for upwards of 
two hours and a half, the adverse lines alternately 
yielding and advancing. It is impossible to say 
with accuracy what was our number on the fielo, 
because it consisted of indefinite detachments, 
taken from the boats, to render safe the passage 
of the Sault. 

General Covington and Swartwout voluntarily 
took part in the action, at the head of the de- 
tachments from their respective brigades, and 
exhibited the same courage that was displayed by 
Brigadier-general Boyd, who happened to be 
the senior officer on the ground. Our force en- 
gaged might have reached 1600 or 1700 men, 
but actually did not exceed 1800. That of the 
enemy was estimated from 1200 to 2000, but did 
not probably amount to more than 1500 or 160C> ; 
consisting as I am informed, of detachments from 
the 49th, 84th, and 104th regiments of the line, 
with three companies of the voltigeur and Glen- 
gary corps, and the milit'ia of the country, who 
are not included in the estimate. 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to 
give you a detailed account of this afiair, which 
certainly reflects high honor on the valor of the 
American soldiers, as no example can be pro- 
duced of undisciplined men, with inexperienced 
officers, braving a fire of two hours and a half, 
without quitting the field; or yielding to their an- 
tagonists. But, sir, the infonnutioii 1 now give 
you is derived from officers in my confidence, 
who took active parts in the conflict ; for, al- 
though I was enabled to order the attack, it was 
my hard fortune not to be able to lead the troops 
I commanded. 
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Wilkinson. In his first letter that officer 
declares that " General Boyd's force did not 
exceed eighteen hundred mep.'' In his se- 
cond letter, the General discovers and corrects 
an omission of six hundred men under Lieut 
Colonel Upham. In a note to the General's 
book we meet with the new assertion, ** The 
force under General Boyd^ tohich engaged the 
enemy at Chrysler's^ was superior to nm ;" 
in this case Boyd's force must have &cceeded 
thirty-two hundred men. We leave it to the 
reader to judge and reconcile the conflicting 
assertions. 

From Wilkinson's own notes, we may safely 
place the numbers of the Americans at twenty- 
nine hundred men, acting under General Boyd 
and as assistants to the crews of the flotilla, in 
navigating the rapids ; and making the most 
liberal allowance for this head, we have still 
left an American force thrice as great as that 
of the British, at Chrysler's. 

On the evening of the day of battle, the 
Americans retired to their boats and embarked, 



The disease with which I was assailed on the 
Ind of September, on my journey to Fort-George, 
having, with a few short intervals of convales- 
cence, preyed on me ever since ; at the mo- 
ment of this action I was confined to my bed, un- 
able to sit on a horse, or to move ten paces 
without assistance. I must, however, be par- 
doned for trespassing on your time by a few remarks 
in relation to this affair. The objects of the 
British and American commanders were precisely 
opposed, the first being bound by the instructions 
ot bis government, and the most solemn obliga- 
tions of duty, to precipitate his descent of the 
St. Lawrence by every practicable means, because 
this being effected, one of the greatest difficulties 
opposed to the American army would be sur- 
mounted ; and the former by duties equally im- 
perious, to retard it, and if possible to prevent 
such a descent. He is to be accounted victorious 
who efiectcd this purpose. The British com- 
mander having failed to gain either of the ob- 
jects, can lay no claims to the honors of the day. 
The battle fluctuated, and the victory seemed at 
different times inclined to the contending corps. 
The front of the enemy was at first forcec back 
more than a mile, and though they never regained 
the ground they lost, their stand was permanent, 
and their charges resolute. Amidst these charges, 
and near the close of the contest, we lost a field- 
piece by the fall of the officer who was serving 
it with the same coolness as if he had been at 
parade, or at a review. This was lieutenant 
Smith, of the light artillery, who in point of merit 
stood conspicuous. The enemy having halted, 
and our troops having again formed in battalia, 
front to front, and the fire having ceased on both 
sides, we resumed our position on the bank of the 
river, and the iofantry being much &tigued, the 



proceeding to Barnhat tz, near Cornwall, not 
as had been their intention by a land marcb, 
but in crowded boats, exposed to the annoy- 
ing fire of their pursuers both by land and 
water. 

Leaving, for a short space Gen. Wilkinson, 

we will follow the for- 

m^^t»5r ^^™': »»"«« of Gen. Hampton, 

whom we left, organising 
an attack, from the eastward, with, as we 
have previously stated, perhaps the most eflS- 
cient division that had as yet taken the field 
during the war. As to numbers we have the 
authority of the Washington organ, which 
Atates that at Burlington " were then collected 
five thousand regulars, under Major-General 
Hampton. Two thousand more were on thdr 
march and immediately expected from the 
Eastern States, and several smaller bodies 
were pushing to that post from other quarters.*' 
Allowing that all these troops, either did 
not arrive in time, or were not required by 
the American General, we have still in his 



whole were re-imbarked, and proceeded down the 
river without further annoyance from the enemy 
or their gun boats, while the dragoons with five 
pieces of light artillery marched down the Canada 
shore without molestation. 

It is due to his rank, merit, and services, that 
I should make particular mention of brigadier- 
general Covington, who received a mortal wound 
directly through his body, while animating his 
men, and leading them to the charge. He fell 
where he fought, at the head of his men, and 
survived but two days. 

The next day the flotilla passed through the 
Sault, and joined that excellent officer, brigadier- 
gen. Brown, at Barnhartz, near Cornwall, where 
he had been instructed to take post and wait my 
arrival, and where I confidently expected to hear 
of major-general Hampton^s arrival on the oppo- 
site shore. 

But immediately afl^r I had baited, col. Atkin- 
son, inspector-general of the division under ma- 
jor-generid Hampton, waited on me with a letter 
from that officer, in which, to my unspeakable 
mortification and surprise, he declined the junc- 
tion ordered — and informed me he was marching 
to Lake Champlain, by way of co-operation in 
the proposed attack upon Montreal. This letter, 
together with a copy of that to which it is in an- 
swer, were immediately submitted to a council of 
war, composed of many general officers, and the 
colonel commanding the elite, the chief engineer 
and adjutant-general, who immediately gave it 
as their opinion, that the attack on Montreal 
should be abandoned for the present season, and 
the army near Cornwall be immediately crossed 
to the American shore, for taking up winter 
quarters, and that this place afforded an eligible 
poaicion for such quarters. I acquiesced in (hli 
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letter, to the Secretary of War, of the 12th 
October , very satisfiu^tory proofe not only as 
to numbers, but also as to efficiency. 

''Four thousand effective infantry, and a 
well appointed train of artillery, ought to in- 
spire you with some reliance upon our army.'* 

Here is evidence to substantiate our asser- 
tion, and be it remarked that there is no proof 
that the expected reinforcements did not 
arrive, as General Hampton speaks only of 
effective infantry, and would not be likely to 
include the raw levies which were pouring in 
on him in the category of effectives. Neither 
is mention made of cavalry, although a force 
without which American movements were 
seldom attempted. 

On the 22nd October, General Hampton 
reached the junction of the Outarde and 
Ghateauguay rivers. Here CoL De Salaberry 
was prepared to check their further advance 
with literally a handful of Canadians, and 
most j idiciously does he seem to have posted 
himself. According to Christie, ** In his rear 
there was a small rapid, where the river was 
fordable ; this he covered with a strong breast- 
work and a guard, keeping at the same time 
a strong picquet of the Beauharnois militia, 

opinion, not from the shortness of the stock of 
provisions, (which had been reduced by the acts 
of God,) because our moat had been increased 
five days, and our bread bad been reduced only 
two days ; and because we could, in case of ex- 
tremity, have lived on the enemy, but because 
the loss of the division under major*gencral 
Hampton weakened my force too sensibly to jus- 
tify the attempt. 

In all my measures and movements of conse- 
quence, I have taken the opinion of my general 
officers, which have been accordant with my 
own. 

I remained on the Canadian shore till the next 
day, without seeing or hearing fcom the poweriul 
force of the enemy in our neighbourhood, and 
the same day reached this position wiih the artil- 
lery and infantry. 

The dragoons have been ordered to Utica and 
its vicinity, and I expect are 50 or 60 mile^ on 
the march. You have, under cover, a summary 
abstract of the killed and wounded in the affair of 
the 11th instant, which will soon be followed by 
A particular return ; in which, a first regard will 
be paid to individual merit. The dead rest in 
honor, and the wounded bleed for their country, 
and deserve its gratitude. With respect, 
I have the honor to be, sir. 
Your obedient servant, 

JAS. WILKINSON. 

Here follows a statement of the killed and 
wounded;— A'ii/rti, 102.— Wounded, 2^^. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, kc &c. ^c 



in advance on the rig^t bank of the river, 
lest the enemy approaching under cover of the 
forest, might cross the ford and dislodge him 
from his ground." 

Hampton, perceiving the importance of 
forcing this position, ordered Colonel Purdy 
on the night of the 20th, with a strong body 
to fall on De Salaberry^s rear, while he attacked 
him in front with the main body. Fortunately 
Purdy got bewildered in the woods, and did 
not gain the point of attack as desired. In the 
morning Qeneral Hampton, with from three 
thousand-five hundred to four thousand men 
under General Izard, advanced, expecting 
every hour to see the effects of Purdy's attack 
from the rear. This advance was gallantly 
met by De Salaberry, and checked the Ameri* 
can skirmishers retreating on the main body. 
This retreat was mistaken for a flight and the 
advancing body waTered,De Salaberry remark* 
ing that, from numbers he must be speedily 
outflanked, resorted to a ruse which proved 
completely successful. Ho ordered the buglers 
placed at intervals to sound an advance, which 

From general Wilkinson to the American see- 

retary at roar. 

Head-quarters, French Mills, Nov. 18, 1818. 

Sir, — I beg this may be conaidered as an ap- 
pendage to my official communication respecting 
the action of the 11th instant 

I last evening received the enclosed informa- 
tion, the result of the examination of sundry 
prisoners taken on the field of battle, which jus- 
tifies the opinion of the general officers who were 
in the engagement This goes to prove (hat. 
although the imperious obligations of duty did 
not allow me sufficient time to rout the enemy, 
they were beaten ; the accidental loss of one field- 
piece notwithstanding, after it had been dis- 
charged 15 or 20 times. I have also learned, 
from what has been considered good authority, 
but I will not vouch for the correctness of it, 
that the enemy^s loss exceeded 500 killed and 
wounded. 

The enclosed report will correct an error in 
my former communication, as it appears it was 
the 89th, and not the 84th, British regiment, 
which was engaged on the 11th I beg leave 
to mention, in the action of the 11th, what, 
from my severe indisposition, I have omitted. 

Having received information, late in the day, 
that the contest had become somewhat dubious, 
I ordered up a reserve of 500 men, whom I had 
ordered to stand by their arms, under lieutenant- 
col. Upham, who giUantly led them into action, 
which terminated a few minutes after their arrival 
on the ground. With great consideration and re- 
spect,! have the honor to be, &c. 

James Wilkiksov. 
I Hon. John Armstrong, secretary at war. 
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had the effect of checking the ardor of the 
enemy, and, just at this moment, a company of 
the Provincial militia, hitherto concealed, 
opened an unexpected fire on the main hody. 
This almost flank fire, and the extended line 
along which the hugles appeared to so^nd, 
possessed General Hampton and his army 
with the idea thai a powerful hody was in 
front and on the flanks, and the Americans 
were thrown into the utmost disorder, and a 
tumultuous and precipitate retreat ensued^— 
leaving Col. DeSalaberry, with scarcely three 
hundred Canadians, master of the field. About 
the close of the affair Sir Qeorge Prevost and 
Genera] DeWatteville arrived on the ground. 
Even Ingersol is compelled to remark re- 
specting this affair, ** Encomium on the prow- 
ess of Col. De Salaberry and his Canadian 
countrymen is probably well founded. It is 
true that a few hundred of them worsted an 
army of between four and five thousand Ame- 
rican regulars, when General Hampton had 
been for some time assiduously preparing for 
active service, and the bubble of Canadian 
conquest burst and evaporated, if not forever, 
at any rate for that war." 

A more detailed account will be found in 
the following general order of October 27th : 

Head-Quartebs, 
A Fourche, on Chateauguay riter, 

Oct. 27th, 1813. 
General orders. — His excellency the go- 
vemor-in- chief and commander of the forces 
has received from major-general De Watte- 
ville, the report of the affair which took place 
at the advanced position of his post, at 11 
o^clock on Tuesday morning, between the 
American army under the command of major- 
general Hampton, and the advanced pickets 
of the British thrown out for the purpose of 
covering working parties, under the direction 
of licut. col. De Salaberry ; the judicious pos- 
ition chosen by that ofiicer, and the excellent 
disposition of his little baud, composed of the 
light infantry of Canadian fencibles, and two 
companies of Canadian voltigeurs, repulsed 
with loss the advance of the enemy's principal 
column commanded by gen. Hampton in per- 
son ; and the American light brigade under 
col. M*Carty, was in a like manner checked 
in its progress on the south side of the river, 
by the gallant and spirited advance of the 
flank company 8d battalion embodied militia, 



under captain Daly, supported by captain 
Bruyers' company of Sedentary militia. Cap- 
tains Daly and Bruyers being both wounded, 
and their companies having sustained some 
loss, their position was immediately taken up 
by a flank company of the first battalion em- 
bodied militia. The enemy rallied and re- 
peatedly returned to the attack, which termi- 
nated only with the day in his complete 
disgrace and defeat, being foiled by a handfid 
of men not amounting to a twentuth part of 
the force opposed to them ; but which, never- 
theless, by their determined bravery main- 
tained their position, and effectually protected 
the working parties, who continued their la- 
bors unmolested. Liet col. De Salaberry 
reports having experienced the most able sup- 
port from captain Ferguson, in command of 
the light company Canadian Fencibles, and 
also from captain Jean Bapt. Duchesnay, of 
the two companies of Voltigeurs ; from cap- : 
tain Lamoe4» and adjutants Hebden and ^ 
0*Sullivan, and from every officer and soldier 
engaged, whose gallantry and steadiness were 
conspicuous and praiseworthy in the highest 
degree. 

Hi3 excellency, the govjemor-in-chief and 
commander of the forces, having had the sat^ 
isfaction of himself witnessing the conduct of 
the troops on this brilliant occasion, feels it a 
gratifying duty to render, them that praise 
which is so justly their due ; to major-general 
De Watteville for the admirable arrangement 
established by him for the defence of his post ; 
to lieut col. De Salaberry, for his judicious 
and officerlikc conduct displayed in the choice 
of position and arrangement of his force ; to 
the officers and men engaged with,the enemy 
the warmest acknowledgments of his Excel- 
lency are due, for their gallantry and steadi- 
ness, and to all the troops at the stati^n the 
highest praise belongs, for their zeal, steadi- 
ness, and discipline, and for the patient en- 
durance of hardship and privation which they 
have evinced. A determined perseverance in 
this honorable conduct cannot fail of crown- 
ing the brave and loyal Canadians ^ith vic- 
tory, and hurling disgrace and confusion on 
the head of<he enemy that would pollute 
their happy soil. 

By the report of prisoners, the enemy's 
force is stated at 7,500 infantry, 400 cavalry, 
and ten field pieces. The British advanced 
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fierce actually engaged, did not exceed three 
ktmdred. The enemj suffered severely from 
•or firoi as well as from their own ; some de* 
lldied corps having fired upon each other by 
ce in the woods. 

lian light company had 8 rank and 

led-l sergeant, 3 rank and file wounded, 

>Itigeur8, 4 rank and file woUinded. 

lird battalion, flank company, 1 captain 

ided— 2 rank and file killed, 6 wounded, 

I four missing. ' 

teauguay Chasseurs, 1 captain wounded. 
1—5 rank and file killed— 2 captains, 1 
it, 18 rank and file wounded, and 4 

leers wounded — captain Daly, 8d em- 
militi§, twice wounded severely, but 
dangerously. Captain Bruyers, Chateau- 
ikj chasseurs, slightly. 

EDWARD BAYNES, adj. gen. 

his repulse at Chateauguay, General 

1 retreats. Hampton retreated to his 

position ; and, on assembling a council of 

r, it was determined to fall back on their 

position at Four Comers, so as to 

I open the communication with the United 

and, at the same time, be in readiness, 

lible, to renew an attack on the enemy. 

I retreat was much impeded and harrasscd 

tiie Canadian militia,* who hung on their 

ir; and, indeed, so great had been the fa- 

and privations experienced by the 

division, from constant attacks and 

Indemency of the season, that General 

ipton, deeming farther co-operation with 

^neral Wilkinson impossible, shortly after 

: back upon Plattsburg, and retired to win- 

■ quarters. 

'We will now return to General Wilkinson, 
om we left, near Cornwall, awaiting the 
arrival of General Hampton. 

WUkinjon retires General Wilkinson was not 
towinterquarters kept very long in suspense, 
as on the 12th November, a letter from 
Hampton made its appearance, *^ blasting" 
according to the commander-in-chief," all his 



• Sir Qcorgrc Prevost, in his ofiicial despatch on this 
occasion, solicited from the Princo Regent, as a mark of 
his gracious approbation of the embodied battalions of 
the Canadian militia, five pairs of colors, for the 1st, 
2nd, Srd, 4th. and 5th battalions, which ^as accord- 
ingly gn^nted^ 



hopes, and destroying every prospect of the 
campaign." A council of war was called on 
the receipt of this communication, and it was 
determined that " the conduct of Major Gen- 
eral Hampton, in refuFing to join his division 
to the troops descending the St. Lawrence (to 
carry an attack on Montreal,) rendered it ex- 
pedient to move the army to French MiUs, on 
Salmon river.** 
This determination was carried into effect 

on the 13th. 

• 

General order. The retreat of the two Amer- 
ican generals, with their forces, having ro- 
moved every appearance of danger, the com- 
mander o/ the forces, by a general order of 
the ITth November, dismissed the Sedentary 
Militia, with due acknowledgements of the 
loyalty and zeal which they had manifested.^ 

The failure of an invasion planned on so 
great a scale was with difficulty apologised 
for by the public journals in the pay of go- 
vernment ; but the Boston Gazette, not having 
a share of government patronage, was env 
bled to speak out boldly ; and we transcribe 
an extract from that journal : — 

"Every hour is fraught with doleful tidhigs 
— humanity groans from the frontiers. Hamp- 
ton*s army is reduced to about two thousand, 
WiIkinson*s cut up and famishing ; crimina- 
tion and recrimination are the order of the 
day. Democracy has rolled herself up in 
weeds, and laid down for its last wallowing in 
the slough of disgrace. Armstrong the cold- 

* " H^ad Quarters, Lachine, 

November 17th, 1818. 

** General Order. — The divisions of sedentary 
militia called out by the general order of the 8th 
instant, are to be disbanded and to return to their 
respective homes, in the following order. 

*' Hia excellency the governor in chief and com- 
mander of the forces, in dispensing, for the pre- 
sent, with the further services of the militia, reels 
ihe greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the 
cheerful alacrity with which they have repaired 
to their respective posts, and the lovalty and zeal 
they have manifested at the prospect of encoun- 
tering the 'enemy — although he has been checked 
in his career by the bravery and diiK:ipHne of hia 
Majesty^s troops in the Upper Province, and thus 
frustrated in his avowed intention of landing on 
this island, his excellency feels confident that had 
he been enabled to reach it, whatever might 
have been his force, he would have met with that 
steady and determined resistance from the militia 
of the province, which would have terminated 
his third attempt for its invasion, like those which 
oreceded it, in defeat and disgrace. 
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force actually engaged, did not exceed three 
hundred. The enemy suffered seyercly from 
our fire, as well as from their own ; some de- 
tached corps having fired upon each other by 
mistake in the woods. 

Canadian light company bad 8 rank and 
file knied~l sergeant, 8 rank and file wounded. 

Yoltigeurs, 4 rank and file wotindcd. 

Third battalion, flank company, 1 captain 
wounded — 2 rank and file killed, 6 wounded, 
and four missing. ' 

Chateauguay Chasseurs, 1 captain wounded. 

Total — 5 rank and file killed — 2 captains, 1 
sergeant, 18 rank and file wounded, and 4 
missing. 

Officers wounded— captain Daly, 8d em- 
bodied militi§, twice wounded severely, but 
not dangerously. Captain Bruyers, Chateau- 
guay chasseurs, slightly. 
(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, adj. gen. 

After his repulse at Chateauguay, General 
Hampton retreats. Hampton retreated to his 
late position ; and, on assembling a council of 
war, it was determined to fall back on their 
former position at Four Comers, so as to 
keep open the communication with the United 
States, and, at the same time, be in readiness, 
if possible, to renew an attack on the enemy. 
The retreat was much impeded and harrasscd 
by the Canadian militia,* who hung on their 
rear; and, indeed, so great had been the fa- 
tigues and privations experienced by the 
Eastern division, from constant attacks and 
the inclemency of the season, that General 
Hampton, deeming farther co-operation with 
General Wilkinson impossible, shortly after 
fell back upon Plattsburg, and retired to win- 
ter quarters. 

We will now return to General Wilkinson, 
whom we left, near Cornwall, awaiting the 
arrival of General Hampton. 

Wilkinson retires General Wilkinson was not 
towintcrquartcrs kept very long in suspense, 
as on the 12th November, a letter from 
Hampton made its appearance, ^^hlasting^^^ 
according to the commander-in-chief," all his 



• Sir Gcorpfo Provost, in his official despatch on this 
occasion, solicited ^om the Prince Regent, as a mark of 
his pwjious approbation of the embodied battalions of 
the Canadian militia, five pairs of colors, for the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th battalions, which ^as acoord- 
tegly granted. 



hopes, and destroying every prospect of the 
campaign." A council of war was called on 
the receipt of this communication, and it was 
determined that " the conduct of Major Gen- 
eral Hampton, in refuFing to join his division 
to the troops descending the St. Lawrence (to 
carry an attack on Montreal,) rendered it ex- 
pedient to move the army to French MiUs, on 
Salmon river." 

This determination was carried into effect 
on the 13th. 

General order. The retreat of the two Amer- 
ican generals, with their forces, having re- 
moved every appearance of danger, the com- 
mander of the forces, by a general order of 
the 17th November, dismissed the Sedentary 
Militia, with due acknowledgements of the 
loyalty and zeal which they had manifested.^ 

The failure of an invasion planned on 80 
great a scale was with difficulty apologised 
for by the public journals in the pay of go- 
vernment ; but the Boston Gazette, not having 
a share of government patronage, was env 
bled to speak out boldly ; and we transcriba 
an extract from that journal: — 

"Every hour is fraught with doleful tidmgs 
— humanity groans from the frontiers, Hamp- 
ton*s army is reduced to about two thousand, 
Wilkinson's cut up and famishing ; crimina- 
tion and recrimination are the order of the 
day. Democracy has rolled herself up in 
weeds, and laid down for its last wallowing in 
the slough of disgrace. Armstrong the cold- 



* " Head Quarters, Lachine, 

November 17th, 1818, 

** General Order. — The divisions of sedentary 
militia called out bj the general order of the 8th 
instant, are to be disbanded and to return to their 
respective homes, in the following order. 

** His excellency the governor in chief and com- 
mander of the forces, in dispensing, for the pre- 
sent, with the further services of the militia, feels 
the greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the 
cheerful alacrity with which they have repiured 
to their respective posts, and the loyalty and zeal 
they have manifested at the prospect of encoun- 
tering the enemy — although he has been checked 
in his career by the bravery and discipline of his 
Mfljcsty's troops in the Upper Province, and thus 
frustrated in his avowed intention of landing on 
this island, his excellency feels confident that had 
he been enabled to reach it, whatever might 
have been his force, he would have met with that 
steady and determined resistance from the militia 
of the province, which would have terminated 
his third attempt for its invasion, like those which 
oreceded it, in defeat and disgrace. 
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blooded director of all the miliUrj anarchy, 
is chopfsllen." 

The Boston Gazette was Dot the odIj plain 
ipoken journal in this respect. Similar ridi- 
cule BRSoilcd govemmcDt from all parts of the 
north and cast, and announced that "com- 
plete ruin from Cbamplain to Eric,t marked 
the retrograde of American arma, closing the 
year raiS with a dcEtructive invasion." 

It wilt be now interesting to inquire into 
the causes of tbefailure, and to ascertain hov 
far it was attributable to the gallsnirj of the 
defenders, and in what degree to be ascribed 
to the disputes or imbecility of the American 
ganeralfk 

It appears as if an overruling Providence had 
ChoM of thf hUon '"^*'"^ ^^^ ^7 means 
<€Uieeip«iitioiu. of inefflcieni leaders, the 
c^ipedilions, from which the greatest results 
were expected, should be precisely those to 
be frustrated and covered with ig;nominy and 
ahame. Hull, Dearborn, and Smyth have 
alike been found the nrost energetic of leaders 
in their proclamations, but just the reverse in 
the hour of action, and so it was in the present 
instance. The American government com- 
mitted the fatal mistake of entrusting the 
command of the most important expedition 
ever seitt forth nnce the formation of the 
Republic, to tiro generals most heartily 



Ji-atjusof each other, and political enemies ; 
the Secretary at War being at the same time, 
iTnc nre to judge by bis writing, an opponent 
of the commander-in-chief of the expedition, 
Tlic result of this we have seen. 

Ttjc failure is to be ascribed to two causes. 
GtjncrnI Wilkinson's incompetence.and Hamp- 
ton's anxiety to secure to himself the honors 
of the expedition. 

Of the Brsl we have the most abundant 
evidence furnished at the court martial held 
on Clcneral Wilkinson. 

TIiD testimony of Hr. Thimo on that trial 
prove these bets. 

"laL That the General began his ex- 
pirfition without knowing whether he 
curried with his army of eight thousand 
men, subsistence sufficient for' 6ve days or 
for fifty. 

" 2ndly. That his attention to this im- 
jiortflnt sutyect was Brst awakened at Gren- 
n<lier Island, in consequence of the snp- 
giiiscil effect of a storm on the provision boats. 

"Srdly, That, although apprised that theloss 
v,a.~ f^rett, be adopted no mcafiures to remedy 
that iliMster." 

Nor was this all that was proved. In 
the Ccnerat's diary it is stated that, on 
the Tih of November, having passed all 
till,- preceding night in the open air, ho was 



" The Montreal Volunteers, to mircli from La- 
cbine, at 10 o'clock to-morrow morainEr, to Uoa- 
treal. 

"Tbe Istbatt. of yootresl militia, at S o'clock 
on Fricia; morning. 

"The £d bate ac 10 o'clock, and the 3d bate, 
at IS o'clock, on the lamo day. 

"The above corps are to remma embodied 
until the 24th In&lant, onwhicbday acorpgof the 
line will relieve them. 

"Oelho SOtbingiant, colonel McQill will al- 
low tbe whole of the men belongliig to Che 
second class of sedentary militia to return to their 
respective liomes — Upon proper ceitificiiiee bc- 
tog produced to the commissarial df Montreal, 
each captain or commandingofficerofB compaii; 
of Bodenlar; militia is to receive for every privalo 
man, returning home, at the rate of la. 3d. cur- ! 
renc;, and non-com missioned officers in that pro- 
portion, for every ^ve leagues that they have la 
travel— this allowance is, lor that period, in lieu 
of pay and rntions. 

"Colonel La Croli'a division, now at Lower 
Lacbine, is to march Irom thence on the SOth ' 
tnataot, so as to arrive on the Champ de Uara, j 
t In aUuaian to the British desrent on the Nligua 



ioii. I'lankets, haverMcks, and canteens. 

" Liet col, M'Ken^e's batlalion will march 
otn iispreeent quartersBoas to arrive on the 
^hiimp de Mars, at 12 o'clock the same day, — 
111^ Ik'iit. col. Leprohon's at 2 o'clock. 

"LiLUt. col. Cuthbert's is to arrive on the 
'h-.u,:p ie Mars, at 10 o'clock on the SIst inst.— 
iiu )>.iilalion placed under the command of lieut. 
i.'t. Ijiiucherville will leave the ground it at pre- 
. lit (iLijupii-s on the 12(h, and proceed to Mon- 
.' i] ..r, its route to Three Rivers.— The one con- 
.]i"l [lithe command of lieut. col. Deschambault 

ill menceliil.ing back to Montreal on tbe 

:;>. iii.<(ant. — The [emaining battalions of the se- 
uiir.iry militia are to commence their march for 
leir n^-ipectiTe perishes on the 23i). 

" T}iu quarter-master general ot the forces will 
inki! tlie iieceaeary arrangemcnta lor relieving 
ijilniii Plait's troop of Volunteer Cavalry from 
^ l<rt.>-Gnt duty, on or beforu the S4th instant 
III II II ia lo return to Montreal for the purpose 
I Li.'[;i)^ disarmed until further orders. 

'■ liy his excellency's command, 

Eowiao Bathes, 
AcljL-geneiaL'' 
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in consequence thereof much indisposed. The 
statements v^hich follow will show to what 
cause the General's indisposition was really 
to be ascribed. 

«* On or about the 6th of November, 1818, 
(the night the American troops passed Og- 
densburgh and Prescott,) having received 
orders to muffle the oars, and leave men 
enough barely sufficient to man the boats, we 
marched the remainder by land below Og- 
densburgh. When we arrived, as we thought, 
near the place where we were to meet the 
boats, (say a mile below Ogdensburgh,) we 
baited at a small house near the river (D. 
Thorp's) ; and while there, discovered a boat 
approaching the shore. Major Forsyth hailed 
the crew, and on explanation was informed it 
was General WilkinLon's boat. The Major, 
myself^ and others, met the General at the 
water's edge, and asked if he wished to come 
on shore. Indicating that he did, Forsyth 
and myself took him by the arms to assist 
him out of the boat, and up the bank. We 
found him most abominably intoxicated, and 
hurried him into the house ; during which 
time, he was muttering the most desperate 
imprecations against the enemy — saying, that 
if they did not cease firing, he would blow to 
dust the whole British garrison, and lay waste 
their country. ^ Ader seating him on a chair 
near the fire, the major and myself retired to 
consult what was best to be done, under the 
present situation of the commander-in-chief; 
when we concluded to detail and post a guard 
near the door of the house, to keep out both 
citizens and soldiers. I made the detail and 
posted the sentinel, and soon afterward per- 
ceiving the General to nod, and apprehending 
that he would fall into the fire, I proposed 
laying him on something like a bedstead that 
was in the room, and having done so, he was, 
in a very short lime, in a sound sleep. The 
time to the best of my recollection, at which 
we received the General, was about two 
o'clock in the morning. For some time after 
this occurrence, he was not very accessible ; 
it was said that he was in bad health." 

The above is a statement made by Major 
Birdsall. 

" Ovvin Chatfield deposeth and saith, that,on 
the night the American army passed Prescott, 
this deponent went to the house of Daniel 
Thorp. This deponent farther saith, that 



General James Wilkinson was there, and in a 
state of intoxication ; and that his deportment, 
and obscene and vulgar conversation, but too 
plainly manifested his being in that situatioD. 
This deponent farther saith, that the General 
sung several obscene and vulgar songs ; and 
farther saith not 

(Signed) Owin Chatfibu), 

Sworn before me at the village of Ogdens* 
burgh, this 17th of July, 1835. 

John Scott, 
Justice of the Peace, &c. 

'* Daniel Thorp doposeth and saith, that he 
lives about a mile below the village of Og- 
densburgh, and that, on the night the Ameri* 
can army passed Prescott, General James 
Wilkinson came to the house of deponent in 
a state of intoxication, as deponent verily be- 
lieved at the time, and which he still believes; 
and that soon after his arrival at deponent's 
house, the General was put to bed. This 
deponent farther saith, that the General re- 
mained at his house several hours, and thatv 
during his stay there, his behaviour was very 
unlike a gentleman, and his conversation veiy 
vulgar and obscene. 

(Signed) Daniel Thobp* 

Sworn before me, this 18th of July, 1819* 

John Scott, 
Justice of the Peace, &c." 

Were this proof not sufficient, there is that 
of General Boyd, who deposed at the trial 
" that he sought an interview with the general 
commanding, for the purpose of reporting 
the occurrences of the day, and receiving 
such new orders as they might suggest, and 
found an aide-de-camp at the door instructed 
to announce that the chief of the army was 
not in a condition, to receive visits, give 
orders, or even listen to a reporting officer, 
just returned from a field of battle." 

The opinion the reader must have formed 
of the General's capability for command after 
these extracts, will enable him to arrive at a 
very sufficient conclusion as to the main cause 
of the failure. We have, however, a farther 
cause — the gallantry of the men "who," 
according to Ingersol, "in brigs, schooners,^ 
gun boats and gallics, led by the gallant 
Captain Mulcaster, gave our craft no repose 
or respite from attack." This, too, although 
Chauncey had boasted that he was to destroy 
Sir James Yeo's squadron, and ens^^re a «{/« 
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passage for the flotilla down the river. So 
much for Chaunccyan gasconade. 

Ingersol, in mentioning Wilkinson's diary, 
calls it ** the Odyssey of a calamitous voyage, 
by a bed- ridden general and his tempest 
tossed followers, who were continually as- 
sailed by vigilant and skilful enemies on the 
water, and from batteries along the shores, 
at every turn." 

The highest meed of praise we can award 
to the Brito-Canadian defenders of their soil 
and perhaps the most reliable, as it comes 
from an enemy, is simply to transcribe a 
passage from IngersolL 

" The British and Canadian troops deserve 
great credit for the persevering and invincible 
spirit in which they met a formidable inva- 
don, fortified every pass on the St Lawrence, 
seized every opportunity of harassing, im- 
peding, and assailing our army, until at last 
they, more than storms, and casualties, more 
than HampUnCs drfection^ forced it to disho- 
nored defeat, when, weU led, there was every 
pledge of victory." We need add nothing to 
such commendation. 

The reasons assigned by General Hampton, 
General Hampton. in vindication of his diso- 
bedience, were want of food for men ; forage, 
' for cattle and horses, and means of trans- 
porting more of the former than each soldier 
could carry on his back. These excuses can 
be doubly disproved, first by Hampton's own 
letter to Wilkinson in answer to one from 
that general, complaining of scarcity of pro- 
visions. Hampton, in that letter, so fiur from 
setting forth any scarcity on his part, dis- 
tinctly says, ** I hope to be able to prevent 
your starving ;" and then continues, " besides 
rawness and sickness, my troops have en- 
dured fatigues equal to a winter campaign in 
the late snows and bad weather, and are sadly 
depressed and fallen off." When thus com- 
plaining, it is not likely that Hampton would 
have omitted to add to his complaint of " fa- 
tigues undergone," that of scarcity of provi- 
sions, had such really existed. This point 
established, we may safely adduce as the se- 
cond means of disproof, the testimony given 
given at Wilkinson's trial by various officers. 
First, General Bisscl deposed — 

" That he reached the Four Comers with 
his regiment| on the 15th November, from 



St Regis— that the marching was generally 
dry, the roads frozen, and part of them sandy 
— that, for a few miles through the woods, 
the frost, in some places, yielded to loaded 
waggons — that he had a number of horses 
with his regiment, but found no difficulty in 
procuring supplies for them, his quartermaster 
purchasing a considerable quantity of hay 
and com, within three miles of the Four Cor- 



n 



ners. 

Colonel Thomas, quartermaster-general of 
Hampton's army, deposeth — " That there was 
always on hand full supplies of hard bread, 
flour, salt pork, and beef, and beef cattle with 
the army ; and that he was always competent 
to fumish means of transportation for said 
army, wherever it might be ordered to move, 
as well after as before General Wilkinson's 
order to Gkneral Hampton to join the army 
on the St. Lawrence." 

Major Wadsworth, issuing commissary, de- 
poseih — ** That he had constantly a full sup- 
ply for the troops, of hard bread, flour, salt 
pork, and beef; and after the first of October, 
constantly with the army, a considerable 
number of beef cattle. About the 10th of 
November, when the division moved from 
Chateauguay (Four Corners) to Plattsburgh, 
there was in deposit forty-five days' provision 
of bread and flour, a considerable quantity of 
salt meat, and at the Four Corners and its 
vicinity, seven or eight hundred head of fat 
cattle." 

Captain Conkling, of the 4th U. S. infan- 
try deputy quartermaster, being asked by 
the court what time it would have taken to 
remove the division, with its provision and 
baggage, from the Four Corners to St Regis, 
on the St. Lawrence, deposeth — *' That he did 
not exactly know the distance between the two 
places, but if twenty-five miles, as reported, 
it would l^ave taken three days." 

The real secret of the failure was the jeal- 
ousy of the two commanders and the Secre- 
tary at war, Wilkinson's jealousy of Arm- 
strong's authority being as seT^sitive, as Hamp- 
ton's of Wilkinson. As early as the 24th of 
August, Wilkinson, according to IngersolJ 
wrote to Armstrong requesting that ho would 
not interfere with his arrangements, or give 
orders within the district of his command, 
meaning, of course, that he wished Hampton 
to receive no orders save through him. 
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Two heads on the same shoulders make a yisiotis have followed the army ; and yet the 

monster. Happily for Canada, this great ex- garrison at Kingston, upon which place the 

pedition, nay the whole campaign, was a mon- troops were directed to retire, had, at this 

ster with three heads, biting and barking at time, scarcely a week's provision in store. 

each other with a madness which destroyed This abandonment, too, of territory so soon 

them all, disgraced the country, and saved following up the affair at the Moravian village, 

Canada. Discord was a leprosy in the very what would the Indians have thought of us t 

heart of the undertaking, and to this fully as In short, it will not bear reflection.*' 

much as to Canadian gallantry, great, as it A very spirited occurrence grew out of one 

undoubtedly was, is to be ascribed the failure of the effects produced by Proctor^s discomfit- 

of the long cherished schemes and hopes of ure. Two companies of the 100th regiment, 

the war party. which had been stationed at Cbarlotteville, in 

rru^ - ^ • * ir r Au it. u t^® London district, had been ordered to join 

The sad mtelhgence of the catastrophe on ,, ..,.«,. , . , , 

°, rru u J n the mam body at Burhngton heights, and of- 

Impreasion pro- the Thames reached Gen- , i.-,,r . ,, ,. ,,, 

duoed on the centre , tt- a u * au n^u ders had also been issued to disembody the mi- 

divition bv the dis- eral Vmcent about tne ytn ,.^. mi /» t ^ i .i. 

StHfth^J" October and that active »»"«• Tbe officer, howeyer, to whom the exec* 

^ . , . ^ i. 1 '4.' tion of this duty had been entrusted, knowinir 

officer, m order to secure a central position, so ^, ^ , , ^ ; . , * . . ^ 

.^. . ,. '^v. ^u ' c tnatabodyof American marauders, with some 

as either to co-operate with the remams of,.«.j. . ^ ,. .', 

-^ ^ , '^ .. ^, Qisanected Americo* Canadians, had been com- 

Proctors army, or renew operations on the .... . xl • l • .. ^ i « 

XT. /. X. . J- 1 I J u- nutting outrages on the inhabitants, left a 

Niagara frontier, immediately moved his i i- j ... .,, 

. ° ^ ,, ' J X Ti ij X supply of arms and ammunition with some ol 

troops from the cross roads to Burlington .i. -i.^. ai j • . ^ . ** . 

u«i.x u Tk L ..ju' .xu XI- ^^^, nulitia officers and privates. Col. Bost- 
heights, where Proctor joined him with the . , i-xi. r. r j -i... ^ x . •. 

,, X i-t.. J. . . mi.. X wick, of the Oxford mihtia, determined to put 
small remnant of his division. This movement , ' , . , , . , 
, , , .. jt A . i-.x. down the marauoers, and having, accord- 
has been described by Amencan historians . , x ^ /. x « » • , 
., "^ mglyi mustered forty-five men, he marched, 

"General McClure, with the New York mi- ^"^ ^l '."'' *''.^'='f ''' '^^^^ 'f **»': 

.... , ^ J T J. J J . tunately fell m with, them, on the shore of 

htia, volunteers, and Indians, succeeded m ^ i_ rV. v x • .i V t^ * 

J • • ^u o x' u r xu . • .^ e J^^® Erie, about nine miles from Dover. An 

driving the British army from the vicinity of . j . » . . , - *t 

„ . ^ , "^ , ., ^ \v. engagement ensued, in which several of the 

Fort George, and pursued them as far as the i .n j j j j j . t.x 

Twelye Mile Creek " f "« '"'!' ^"^ 'f^ '°"?t''' """^ ''^^ 

«, , ^ J X 1. n 1 »r ^^^'^ pnsoners. These eighteen were tried 

The subsequent conduct of General Mc- , «* • * j ru- i, x /. xt. 

_ , ,^ . .„ . - , , ^^^ fifteen convicted of high treason — of this 

Clure and his army will satisfy the reader as „^^^^^ ^.^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 

to the probability of this statement ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^ ^^ ^^^ creditable. 

The effect produced on Sir George Pre vest planned with considerable judgment, and ear- 
by the tidings of Proc- ried out in a most spirited manner. The 
Prevoet's instructions. ^^,^ discomfiture was President of Upper Canada was so pleased 
an order to Vincent, to commence his retreat with it that he issued a general order,* in com- 
without delay, and to evacuate all the British mendation of the spirit and zeal displayed. 

posts beyond Kingston. A council of war, — - 

held at Burlington heights, decided, however, * ^^ District general order. 

upon an opposite course of action, and it was ^. District h^d-quarters, 

/i • J . J r J xu X . 1 Kingston, 86th November, 1818. 

determined to defend the western peninsula The miyor-general commanding, and president, 

at all hazards. James's remarks on this order having received from miyor-general Vincent a re- 

of Prevost are forcible and just :— P<"^ ^^ *^« ^^^^ f^^^J f°,_^ patriotic conduct of 

(.„.,.,, ,,/' , ., lieatenant-colonel Bostwick, and an association 

" Fatal, mdeed, would have been the re- of 46 officers and men of the mUitia of the comity 

treat There was still a considerable number of Noriolk, in capturing and destroying a band of 

Of sick, both at Burlington heights and at traitors, who. in violation of thehr allegiance, and 

•y, . .,. ° -XL of every principle of honor and honesty, had 

York; and, considering the season of the year leaguedf themselves with the enemies o^thdr 

tod the state of the roads, the whole of them country, to plunder and make prisoners tiie 

must have been left to the protection of the peaceable and weU disposed inhabitants of the 

XT /. At. 1 J At. province, maior-general De Rottenburg reqoeela 

•nemy. Nor, for the same reason, could the ^^^ colondBostwick, and every mdividual of the 

•rdnaace^ ordnance stores, bftggage^ «nd pro- Mwcia t kw, wiU aocept his best thanks for their 
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This general order we cannot but regard 
aeverG commentary on the policy of Sir George 
Proctor, which would have given up the whole 
peninsula without Gtrikinga BJngle blow in ita 
defence. 

The inhabitnnts in the neighborhood of 
Moremeiits of Colonel ^'o't George having 
""f^- presented to Geo. \ 

cent how exposed they were to the predatory 
kttacks of General McClure's militiii, who 
pBIsging their farm housea »nd destroying 
their luma, he determined (o check these de- 
predations and injuries. Colonel Murray 
accordingly ordered to make a demonstration 
with three hundred andseventy-uine rank and 
file of the 100th regiment, about twenty vol- 
tmteers, and seventy Indians led by Colonel 
ISliott, as for as the Forty Mile Creek, beyond 
which ho was forbidden to proceed. This 
movement had the effect of making General 
UcClure, who wab posted at Twenty Mile 
Greek, decamp with considerable haste. Ob- 
Bcrvi{ig the effects of his demons tralion, Co). 
Uurray solicited and obtained permisdon to 
extendhis march, first to tbeTwentj>, uidsub- 
BequBtitly to the Twelve Mile Creeks. These 
■pproaches on Murray's part 80 alarmed the 
American General, by Ihi^ lime driven back 
to Fort George, as to inddi:e him to adopt the 
fttjocious measures which led to such just and 
promptjindmerited, though severe retaliation. 

General McClure, having heard of the 
l)Mtrncticm of Now- aslrous termination to 
art, now Nine*™. Wilkinson's expedition, 

and dreading a similar fate, determined to 
evacuate Fort George. Even this step, how- 
ever, was not considered by the American 
General as affording sufEcicnt security ; he 
feared lest Port Niagara might be endangered 
Aould he leave a shelter for the advancing 
IraopB, and acting under this impulse, be 



n»l and loyalty in planning, and gallantrj ii 
rylng into eiecutioD, this most useful and public 
^rited enterprisB. 

"The m^or-general and president hopes, that 
•0 itriking an Instance of the beneBcial effect of 
snanlmitj and eierlion in the cause of their coun- 
tof, will not fail of producing a due effect on the 
tnililia ot this province. Uo calls upon them to 
dnerve liow quickly the energetic conduct of 4fi 
indJvidusIa liaa succeeded in freeing iho Inbabi' 
taota of an extensive district from a uumerous 
and well armed banditti, who would eoon have 



tonly destroyed the flourishing village of New- 
ark, and then ignobly fled into his own tcrri- 

The winter of 161S bad set in unusually 

ourly, and (br several days previous to th8 
10th December, the cold had been very se- 
vere, and deep snow covered the ground. It 
was in such weather that Genernl McCliuv 
resolved to execute his barbarous plasE. Half 
an hour's notice this second Dnvoust gave to 
the unfortunate inhabitants for preparation. 
This brief spaco was all that w.is accorded W 
the villagers to save their Airniture, their 
babes, and their bed-ridden. This intcrral 
passed, tlie merciless ineendlarieB came round 
and eseeuted theirmercilessorders. James^ 
indignation at this affair is very great, when 
describing the burning of Newark : — 

" Out of the one hundred and iifiy hooBM 
of which Newark had consisted, all, save one, 
were levelled to the dust Such nrlicles of 
furniture and other valuables as !he incendi- 
aries could not, and the inha)ii(ants bad na- 
giected or been unable, to carry away, fihared 
the general fate. Of Counsellor Dickson'i 
library, which had cost him between five aad 
six hundred pounds sterling, scarcely a book 
escaped, Mr. Dickson was at this time apri* - 
Boner in the enemy's territory, and his wife 
lay on a sick bed. The villains— how shall 
we proceed f — took up the poor lady, bed And 
all, and placed her upon the snow before her 
own door; where, Bhivering with cold, sha 
beheld her house and all that was in it con> 
Bumed to ashcsl Upwards of four hundred 
helpless women and children, without prov^ 
sions, and in some instances with scarcely 
clothes upon th;ir backs, were thus compelled, 
after being the mournful spectators of the de- 
struction of their habitations, to seek shelter 
at a distance, and that in such a night, tool 
The reader's imaginatjoc must supply the 
rest" 



left them neither liberty nor property. He re- 
minds theiD that, if ao much can be effected by 
so small a number, ntal may not be expected 
from the uniuimoua exertions of the whole popu- 
lation, guided and assisted by a spirit of lubord^ 
Hon, and aided by his msjcety'a troops, agaiail 
enemy vho comes for no other purpose than 
lo enslave, plunder, and destroy. 
By order, 

fi. M. UooasoM, 
Lleutemiai Jl. C A. Q." 
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We will reserve our comments on this pro* 
ceeding until we have accompanied the rer 
spective forces through the movements which 
quickly succeeded the destruction of NewarL 

Witli such haste did McClure retreat, that 
the fortifications at Fort George, which had 
been repaired since their occupation by the 
Americans in May were left comparatively 
uninjured. He was in too much haste to de- 
stroy the magazines, or even to remove his 
tents, of which a sufficiency for fifteen hun- 
dred men were left standing — even the de- 
struction of the new barracks, recently erected 
on the Niagara, was not deemed necessary. 

Had McClure not retreated with such pre- 
cipitancy, the indignation of the soldiers, as 
they beheld the smoking ruins 'of the beauti- 
ful and flourishing village, would have burst 
like a thunder stroke upon the heads of the 
American General and his troops. 

Colonel Murray gives the following account 
of his march and occupation of Fort George : 

" IVom colonel Murray to major-general 
VincenV' 
Fort-George, Dec. 12, 1818. 

Sib, — Having obtained information that 
the enemy had determined on driving the 
country between Fort George and the advance 
and was carrying o£f the loyal part of the in- 
habitants, notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the season, I deem it my duty to make a rapid 
and forced march towards him with the light 
troops under my command, which not only 
frustrated his designs, but compelled him to 
evacuate Fort George, by precipitately cross- 
ing the river, and abandoning the whole of 
the JNiagara frontier. On learning our ap- 
proach, he laid the town of Newark in ashes, 
passed over his cannon and stores, but failed 
in an attempt to destroy the fortiflcations, 
which are evidently so much strengthened 
whilst in his possession, as might have enabled 
general MH31ure (the comnuinding officer) to 
have maintained a regular siege ; but such was 
the apparent panic, that he left the whole of 
Ids t^nts standing. 

I trust the inde&tigable ezertiona of this 
handful of men have rendered an essential 
■errice to the country, by rescuing from a 
merciless enemy, the inhabitants of an exten- 
ihre and highly cultivated tract of land, stored 
wtth cattle, grain, and provisional of every 



description ; and it must be an exultation to 
them to (ind themselves delivered from the 
oppression of a lawless banditti, composed of 
the disaffected of the country, organized under 
the direct influence of the American govern- 
ment, who carried terror and dismay into 
every family. 

I have the honor to be &c, 

J. Murray, 

Colonel. 
To major-general Vincent, &c. 

Sir George Prevost, relieved, by the unez- 
Movements In the pect^d termination of 
^«**- Wilkinson's expedition, 

from all further apprehension with regard 
either to Montreal or Kingston, now hastened 
to take such measures as would counterbal- 
ance the success which had attended Genera. 
Harrison's movements, and secure the main* 
tenance of the commanding positions yet held 
at Stony Creek and Burlmgton Heights. 

Early in November Lieutenant General 
Drummond and Major General Riall had u«- 
rived from England ; the former to relieve De 
Rottenbnrg in the military command and pre* 
sidency in the Upper Province. Both these 
officers arrived at General Vincent's head 
quarters kt St David*s, soon after the re-occu- 
pation of Fort George, and at the crisis when 
CoL Murray's energy and decision had been 
so ably manifested. 

Colonel Murray proposed to General Drum- 

Attack on Port Ni»- mondarctaliatory attack 
K**** upon the opposite lines ; 

and the proposal not only met with the cordial 
approbation of General Drummond, but his 
hearty sanction. Without waiting, there- 
fore, for the permission of Sir George Prevost, 
he instructed Colonel Murray to carry his 
plans into immediate operation. This decision 
was right, as the delay necessary for waiting 
the orders of the commander in chief might 
have enabled the enemy to recover from his 
panic, and the opportunity for striking a vigor- 
ous blow and avenging the conflagration of 
Newark, might have been thus lost Orders 
were therefore given for prompt and vigorous 
measures, to be 'carried out by Col Murray 
and General RialL Col. Murray's despatch 
gives a clear and unexaggerated account of 
the surprise of Fort Niagara: — 
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IVam the same to HetUenant-general 
Drummand, 
Fort Niagara, Dec 19, 1813. 
Sir, — In obedience to your honoris com- 
mands, directing me to attack Fort Niagara, 
with the advance of ihe army of the right, I 
resolved upon attempting a surprise. The 
embarkation commenced on the 18th,^t nigfit, 
and the whole of the troops were landed three 
miles from the fort, early on the following 
morning, in the following order of attack : — 
Advanced guard one subaltern and 20 fank 
and file; grenadiers 100th regiment; royal 
artillery, with grenadiers; five companies 
100th regiment, under lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton, to assault the main gate, and esca* 
lade the works adjacent ; throe companies of 
the 100th regiment, tinder captain Martin, to 
storm the eastern demi-bastion; captain 
galley, with the grenadiers royal Scots, was 
directed to attack the salient angle of the 
fortification ; and the flank companies of the 
4l8t regiment were ordered to support the 
principal attack. — ^Each party was provi- 
ded with scaling ladders and axes. I have 
great satisfaction in acquainting your honor, 
that the fortress was carried by assault in the 
most resolute and gallant manner, after a 
fihort but spirited resistance. 

The highly gratifying but difficult duty 
remains, of endeavoring to do justice to the 
bravery, intrepidity, and devotion of the 
100th regiment to the service of their country, 
under that gallant officer lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton, to whom I feel highly indebted for 
his cordial assistance. Gaptam Martin, 100th 
regiment, who executed Uie task allotted to 
him in the most intrepid manner, merits the 
greatest praise ; I have to express my 
admiration of the valour of the royals, grena- 
diers, under captain Bailey, whose zeal and 
gallantry were very conspicuou& The just 
tribute of my applause is equally due to the 
flank companies of the 41st regiment, under 
lieutenant Bullock, who advanced to the attack 
with great spirit. The royal artillery under 
lieutenant Charlton, deserve my particular 



notice. To captain Elliot, deputy-assistant- 
quarter-master-general, who conducted one of 
the columns of attack, and soperintendeS the 
embarkation, I feel highly obliged. I 
cannot pass over the brilliant services of lieu- 
tenant Dawson and Captain Fawcett 100th, 
in command of the advance and grenadiers, 

who gallantly executed the orders entrusted 
to them, by entirely cutting off two of the 
enemy^s piquets, and surprising the sentries 
on the glacis and at the gate, by whict^ means 
the watchword was obtained, ana the en- 
trance into the fort greatly facilitated, to 
which may be attributed in a great degree 
our trifling loss. I beg leave to recommend 
these meritorious officers to your honors pro- 
tection. The scientific knowledge of lieuten- 
ant Gengruben, royal engineers, in suggesting 
arrangements previous to the attack, and for 
securing the fort afterwards, I cannot too 
highly appreciate. The unwearied exertions 
of acting quarter-master Pilkington, 100th 
regiment, in bringing forward the materials 
requisite for the attack, demand my acknow- 
ledgements. Captain Eirby, lieutenants Ball, 
Scroos, and Hamilton, of the difierent pro- 
vincial corps, deserve my thanks. My staff- 
adjutant, Mr. Brampton, will have the honor 
of presenting this despatch, and the standard 
of the American garrison ; to his intelligenoe, 
valor, and friendly assistance, not only on 
this trying occasion, but on many former, I 
feel most grateful. Our force consisted of 
about 500 rank and file. Annexed is a retora 
of our casualities, and the enemy's loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The ord- 
nance and commissariat stores are so immense, 
that it is totally out of my power to forward 
to you a correct statement for some days, bot 
27 pieces of cannon, of different calibres, are 
on the works, and upwards of 8000 stand of 
arms, and many rifles 1n the arsenal. The 
store-houses are full of clothing and camp 
equipage of every description, 

J. MUBSAT, 

Oolond. 
His hojior lieutenant-gen, Drummond, &c« 
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OONTUTTB. 

Eetnrn of killed ind woanded in attack on Fort 
Niaganu^Remarkson General Halite Letter.— 
Armstrong on the capture of Fort Niagara — 
proclamation of Sir George PreTost.— Occur- 
rences in Ohesapeake Baj, and its tributary 
liters.— Descent on Havre de Grace.— Gutting 
out of the Surveyor Schooner. — Attack on 
Juoon by iotilla. 

General McClure^s letter to the American 
9ecreUrjr at War will be found in our notes.* 

On the same morning on -yhich the surprise 
€C Fort Niagaia was effected, Qenenl Rjall 
orosstd over to Lewiston with about five hun- 
dred rank and tile, and, almost without oppo- 
iiUon, entered and fired it The small villages 
•f Youngstown, Manchester, and Toscarora, 
aa soon as the inhabitants had deserted them, 
•bared the same (ate as had been awarded to 
Newark. 

The conflagration thus lighted up along the 
AoKB of the Niagara spread such terror that 
Qeneral McGlttre, not daring, or caring, to ex- 
poae himself to the dangers which ^e had 
provoked, resigned the command of the regu- 
lam and nuliiia, now assembling from all 



ffwan MterHmry of war. 

Head-quarters, Boflato, 

Dee. «Sd, 1818. 
.Ihm,— -I fegret to be onder the neoesmty of an- 
— aiicinfi to you the moriifyiag intelligenoe of 
Hm loos of Fon*Niagara. On the morning of the 
1^ instant, about four o'clock, the enemy cross- 
ed the river at the Five mile Meadows in great 
ftcee, 5«^fi»«>'^M*g of regulars and Indums, who 
made Ibefar way undisoovered to the garrison, 
wbiehfrom the aseai ooifeel infinnlioa I cao 

17 



parts, to Migor General Hall, and on the 
morning of the 20th, that General occupied 
Buffalo with some two thousand troops. 

On the morning of the 28th, the indefati- 
gable Drummond was at Chippewa, and on 
the next day within two miles of Fort Erie, 
when he set about reconnoitering the enemy's 
position at Black Rock, with a view, to pursue, 
still further, his work of retaliation and annoj- 
ancc. Accordingly, on the night of the 80th« 
Gen. Ryall, with five hundred and forty regu- 
lars, fifty volunteer militia, and one hundred 
and twenty Indians, crossed the Niagara, and 
landed without opposition about two milea 
from Black Rock. The events which then 
took place will be found in full detail in QetL 
Ryall's letter:— 

From Major General Ryall to Lieutentmi 
Oeneral Drummond, 
Niagara frontier, near Fort Erieii 

January Ist, 1814. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report to yon, 

that agreeably to the instructions contained 

in your letter of the 29th ult, and your 

general order of that day, to pass the river 

collect, was completely surprised. Our men weie 
nearly all asleep in thei^ tents ; the enemy rush- 
ed in, and commence d a most horrible slaughter. 
Such as escaped the fury of the first contest, re- 
tired to the okl mess'hovse, where they keplap ■ 
a deHructive fire upon the enemy until a want e(F 
ammunition compelled them to surrender. Al- 
though oar fiwee was very inferior, and eompwl* 
tively small indeed, I am iuduoed to think tiN* 
the disaster Is not attributab|e to any wani^f 
troops, but to groea neglect in the eommandiaf 
odioer of the fort, eaptain Leonard, in ae4 pf^ 
paring, being ready, and looking out for the mr 

I have not been able to ascertain. eorffeeUjithe 
muabir af UUed^aod wonaded. Abovt 80 f|f«- 
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Kiagara, for the purpose of attacking the 
enemy's force, collected at Black Rock and 
Baffiilo ; and carrying into execution the other 
objects, therein mentioned, I crossed the river 
in the following night, with four companies 
of the King's Regiment, and the light company 
of the 89th, under Lieutenant Colonel Ogilvie ; 
two hundred and fifty men of the 41st regi- 
ment, and the grenadiers of the 100th, under 
Major Friend ; together with about fifly militia 
Tolunteers and a body of Indian warriors. 
The troops completed their landing about 
twelve o'clock, nearly two miles below Black 
Rock ; the light infantry of the 89th being in 
advance, surprised and captured the greater 
part of a piquet of the encm^, and secured 
the bridge over the Conguichity Creek, the 
boards of which had been loosened, and were 
reiidy to be carried off had there been time 
given for it I immediately established the 
41st and 100th grenadiers in position beyond 
the bridge, for the purpose of perfectly se- 
curing its passage : the enemy made some at- 
tempts during the night upon this advanced 
position, but were repulsed with loss. 

At daybreak I moved f )rward, the King's 
Regiment and light company of the 89th 
leading, tl^e 41st and grenadiers of the 100th 
being in reserve. The enemy had by this 
time opened a very heavy fire of cannon and 



kn have escaped out o^ the fort, some badly 
wounded. Lieutenant Beck, 24th regiment is 
killed, and it is said three othern. 

Tea will perceive sir, by the enclosed general 
orders, that I apprehended an attack, and made 
the necessary arrangements to meet it ; but have 
reason to joelieve, Som information received by 
those who have made their escape, that the com- 
mandant did not in any respect comply with those 
orders. 

On the same morning a detachment of militia, 
voder migor general Bennett, stationed at Lewis- 
town Heights, was attacked by a party of savages ; 
but the major and his little corps, by making a 
desperate charge, effected their retreat, after be- 
ing Borroimded by several hundreds, with the loss 
Of six or eight, who doubtless were killed ; among 
whom were two sons of captain Jones, Indian in- 
terpreter. The villages of Toun^^wn, Lewis- 
lOwn, Manchester, and the Indian Toscarora 
TlUage, were reduced to ashes, and the inoffen- 
ilve inhabitants who coold not escape, were, 
wHhont regard to age or sex, inhumanly butch- 
ered, by savages headed by British oflSoers paint- 
ed. A Britlsn ofBcer who was taken prisoner, 
atows that many small children were murdered 
' W the Initi«"«. 

M^or KaNetyt who wasstatioiied al So M oe ur , 



musketry on the Royal Scotts, under Lieut 
Colonel Qordon, who were destined to land 
above Black Rock, for the purpose of turning 
his position, while he should be attacked in 
firont by the troops who landed below ; several 
of the boats having grounded, I am sorry to 
say this regiment suffered some loss, and was 
not able to effect its landing in sifficient time 
to fully accomplish the object intended, though 
covered by the whole of our field guns, under 
Captain Bridge, which were placed on the 
opposite bank of the river. 

The King's and 89th, having in the mean- 
time gained the town, commenced a very 
spirited attack upon the enemy, who were in 
great force, and very strongly posted. The 
reserve having arrived on the ground, the 
whole were shortly engaged. The enemy 
maintained his position with very considerable 
obstinacy for some time; but such was the 
spirited and determined advance of our troops, 
that he was at length compelled to give way, 
was driven through his batteries, in which 
were a twenty-four-pounder, three twelve 
pounders, and one nine-poundcr, and pursued 
to the town of BufQilo, about two miles dis- 
tant; he here shewed a large body of infantry 
and cavalry, and attempted to oppose our ad- 
vance by the fire of a field piece, posted on the 
height, which commanded the road; bat 



with about 40 Canadian volunteers, advanced le 
Lewistown Heishts, and compelled the advanced 
guard of the enemy to^fitUl back to the foot of the 
mountain. The miy'or is a meritorioui officer; 
he fought the enemy two days, and eonteated 
every inch of ground to the Tanawanty Creek. 
In these actions lieutenant Lowe, 28d regiment 
of the United States army, and eight of the Oaaa* 
dian volunteers, were killed. I had myself, thiee 
days previous to the attack on the Niagara, left 
with a view of providins: for the defence of this 
place. Black Rock, and the other viUages on tUi 
frontier. 

I came here with the troops, and have called 
out the militia of Genessee, Niagara, and Oha- 
tauqua countries, en maaie 

This place was then thought to be in fann^ 
nent danger, as well as the shipping, but I have 
no doubt is perfectly secure. Yolunteere are 
combgh) great numbers; they are, however, a 
spedee of troops that cannot be expected to oon- 
tinue in the service for a k)ng time. In a ftw 
days 1000 deUtched militia, lately drafted, iHI 
be on. ^ 

I have the honour to be, &o. 

Q. M*Clou^ 
Brig.. 
Hon* J. Aiwlrong^ tee. al war.** 
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finding this ineffectual, he fled in all directions, 
and betaking himself to the woods, further 
pursuit was useless. He left behind him one 
sijc-pounder brass field piece, and one iron 
eighteen and one iron six-pounder, which fell 
into our hands. I then proceeded to execute 
the ulterior object of the expedition, and de- 
tached Captain Robinson, of the King^s, with 
two companies, to destroy two schooners and 
a sloop, (part of the encmy^s late squadron,) 
that were on shore a little below the town, 
with the stores they had on board, which he 
effectually completed. The town itself (the 
inhabitants having previously left it,) and the 
whole of the public stores, containiDg con- 
dderable quantities of cloathing, spirits, and 
flour, which I had not the means of conveying 
away, were then set on fire, and totally con- 
sumed ; as was also the village of Black Rock, 
on the evening it was evacuated. In obedience 
to your further instructions, I have directed 
Lieutenant Colonel Qordon to move down the 
river to Fort Niagara, with a party of the 19th 
fight dragoons, under Migor Lisle, a detach- 
ment of the Royal Scots, and the 89th light 
company, and destroy the remaining cover of 
the enemy upon his frontier, which he has 
reported to have been effectually done. From 
every account I have been able to collect, the 
enemy^s force opposed to us was not less than 
firom two thousand to two thousand five hun- 
dred men ; their loss in killed and wounded, 
I should imagine fi^m three to four hundred ; 
bat firom the nature of the country, being 
mostly covered with wood, it is difficult to 
ascertain it precisely; the same reason will 
aocooQt for our not having been able to make 
a greater number of prisoners than one hun- 
dred and thirty. 

I have great satisfaction in stating to you 
the good conduct of the whole of the regular 
troops and volunteer militia; but I must par- 
ticalarly mention the steadiness and bravery 
of theKing*8 Regiment, and 89thlight infantry. 
They were most gallantly led to the attack by 
lieatenaot tJolonel Ogilvie, of the King's, 
who, I am aorry to say, received a severe 
womid, which will for a time deprive the 
service of a very brave and intelligent officer. 
Alter laeuteoant Colonel Ogilvie was wounded, 
the command of the regiment devolved on 
Osptahi BoUnsoOi who^ by a very Jodicioos 
ttOffWMolto hisrighti with the three btt- 



talioa companies, made a, considerable im- 
pression on the left of the enemy's position. 
J have every reason t6 be satisfied with 
Lieutenant Colonel Gk>rdon, in the command 
of the Royal Scotts, and have much to regret| 
that the accidental grounding of his boats 
deprived me of the full benefit of his services ; 
and I have also to mention my approbation 
of the conduct of Major Friend, commanding 
the 41st, as weU as that of Captain Fawcett, 
of the lOOth grenadiers, who was unfortunately 
wounded. t]!aptain Harden, of the 89th, and 
Captain Bmnter, of the king's light in&ntiy 
companies, conducted themselves in the most 
exemplary manner. Lieutenant Colonel El- 
liott, in thb, as well as on other occasions, is 
entitled to my highest commendations, for 
his seal and activity as superintendent of the 
Indian department ; and I am happy to add, 
that, through his exertions, and that of his 
officers, no act of cruelty, as lar as I could 
learn, was committed by the Indians towards 
any of their prisoners. I cannot close this 
report without mentioning, in terms of the 
warmest praise, the good conduct of my aide- 
de-camp, Captain Holland, from whom I re- 
ceived the most able assistance throughout 
the whole of these operations. Nor can I 
omit mentioning my obligations to you for 
acceding to the request of your aide-de-camp, 
Captain Jervoise, to accompany me. He was 
extremely active and zealous, and rendered 
mc very esEential service; I enclose a return 
of the killed, wounded« and missing, and of 
the ordnance captured at Black Rock and 
Bufialo. 

P. Rtall, 

Major OeneraL 
Lieutenant Oeneral Drummond, commanding 
the forces, Upper Canada. 

The return enclosed by General Ryall 

Betom of killed and ^^owed a loss of thirty 
wounded in attack on one killed, seventy-twO 
Port Niagara. j j i. .j . 

wounded, besides mne 

missing. The American loss it is impossible 

to arrive at, as all the information afibrded bj 

General Hall's letter is " many valuable lives 

were lost" General HalPs letter is short, 

but, short as it is, it serves as an additional 

proof how determined the writers of bulletins 

were, that American troops should never be 

supposed to sdccumb^ except to saperior 

forces 
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AeBuurks oo Generic 
HaU'a letter. 



We will give first General Hall's letter, and, 

as a commentary on it, 
Qen. Armstrong's re- 
marks will fully answer our purpose. 

"I have only time to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 25th inst, and to 
add, that this frontier is wholly desolate. The 
British crossed over, supported hy a strong 
party of Indians, a little before day this 
rooming, near Black Rock; they were met by 
the militia under my command unth epirit ; 
hut were overpowered by the na hbers and 
discipline of the enemy, the militia gave way, 
and fled on every side ; every attempt to 
rally them proved ineffectual. 

The enemy's purpose was obtained, and the 
flourishing village of Buffalo was laid in ruina 
The Niagara frontier now lies open and naked 
to our enemies. Your judgment will direct 
you what is most proper in this emergency. 
I am exhausted with fatigue, and must defer 
particulars till to-morrow. Many valuable 
kves are lost^' 

Such is General Hall's letter, now for Ann- 
strong. After describing the fall of Fort 
Niagara, but here we must pause for a a mo- 
ment to examine into the truth of Armstrong's 
assertions respecting the fall of Fort Niagara 

The General observes, "Murray's move- 

Armrtromr on the cap- «*«"*, in a view strictly 
ture of Port Niagara. military, was well con- 
ducted and merits applause, but the use 
subsequently madoi by that officer of his 
adversary's crime, or of his own good fortune, 
cannot fail to degrade him both as a man and 



ready to place all the blame on Captain 
Leonard for not being ready and prepared for 
the attack; still, he says not oner word as to 
the massacre of hospital patients implied by 
General Armstrong. Is it probable that he 
would have let slip so favourable an oppor^ 
tum'ty of arresting enquiry into the fall of the 
fort, had so outrageous an act been commited. 
It would have been the best mode possible of 
exciting national indignation, and, undercover 
of the clamour, the question as to capability 
in the defence of the post would have been 
forgotten. 

What do other American writers say on 
the subject? Dr. Smith, to whom we have, 
on more than one occasion, referred, and with 
whose animus the reader must by this time 
be pretty well acquainted, merely states that, 
in the month of January Fort Niagara wa» 
surprised and captured. Mr. Thomson is 
more particular, and after the usual introduc- 
tion of ** Indian warriors" states amongst 
the enumeration of horrors, that *^ the women 
of the garrison were stripped of their clothing^ 
and many qf them killed^ This statement 
is bad, and lalse enough to prove most con* 
clusively that the writer was anxious to nudce 
a cade out against the Brit.sh. Is it likely 
then, we ask, that the slaughter of unarmed 
hospital patients, had such really occurred, 
would have been passed over in silence by 
this malevolent and inventive writer. 

This assertion of General Armstrong's may 
fairly be classed, for meanness and falsehoods 
with that of Ckneral McClure, respecting 
"British officers painted like Indians." Where 
a soldier ; since, " what has been gained in I General McClure obtained this information we 



cither character, and has been gained without 
loss or resistance, should be held without 
bloodshed." Yet of the sleeping, unarmed, 
and unresisting garrison of Fort Niagara, 
sixty-five men were killed and fourteen, 
wounded. More than two-thurds 6f whom 
were hospital patients. 

Here is a direct charge which is substanti- 
ated by no other American writer, Ingersol 
excepted. No allusion to such a cireutbstance 
will 1)0 found in McClure's despatch, except 
the passage ** the enemy rushed in and com- 
menced a most horrible slaughter." Let us 



are at a loss. It is not to be found in any 
American writer, with the exception of Mr. 
O'Connor, and bears so distinctly the stamp 
of having been fabricated by a man, who wag 
frightened out of his wits, that it is scareely 
necessary to enter further into the matter. 

We have said enough on the subject to 
show that General Armstrong has here, mfiu 
out due deliberation or attention, stated what 
a very short enquiiy would have oohvfaioed 
him to be untrue. We will, (hen, return to 
Bail's tetter. Armstrong says^ **tbe8dcowi 
of this part of the enterprise (the captnre'df 



examhie the circamstancea McOIure wa^ Foft i^lagara) beitig aaoertiun^ Kyall pio- 
iuunooa to make the best excuse h e eoiild fbii eMti lo execute what ieliiainfd of <&e pfin; 
bimael^ and has shown that be wa't^ll^Mit^ua'Ueami^'SM 
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^po$ition from any quarter than \f the 
justice of the proceeding, both ae to character 
and extent, had been unqueetionahle. Begin- 
ning with the villageR and intermediate houses 
on the bank of the river, all were sacked and 
burned from Youngstown to Buffalo, both 
included ; and so universal was the panic 
produced by the invasion, that had it not 
been stayed by the voluntary retreat of the 
tnemy^ a large portion of the frontier would 
in a few days more have been left without a 
single inhabitant; so true it is, that fear 

KETKATS, LIKE TREASON. 

The italics in the above quotation are ours, 
the last portion in capitals, is Armstrong's 
own ; and the whole extract is a pretty con- 
vincing proof that in his estimation, fear of the 
enemy had rather more to do with the retreat 
of the Americans, than the overwhelming 
numbers of the British invaders. 

With a few extracts from Ingersol, we 
will close, the sketch of operations on the 
Kiagara frontier. 

*' Both sides of the Niagara, says Ingersol" 
had been from April to December distracted 
by the disgraceful hostilities of border war- 
fare, in which the Americans were the aggres- 
sors, and doomed to be the greatest sufferers. 
Western New York was, before the year ended, 
desolated by British reaction, transcending 
American aggression, which we cannot deny 
provoked, however severe, that retaliation.** 

This admission, coming from a writer who so 
readily endorses the unfounded assertion of 
Armstrong, may bo taken as very fair testi- 
mony as to which party was the first to 
tiolate the recognized rules of warfare. 

Ingersol is very severe on the conduct of 
the American militia, along the Niagara fron- 
tier. "Our loss of character was greater 
than that of life and property. General Cass 
Ascertained that the troops reported to have 
done the devastation, were but six hundred 
and fifty men, regulars, militia, and Indians — 
the latter helpless for taking a fort except by 
soprise, the militia not much more to be 
feared ; so that our nearly four hundred regu- 
lars in the fort had been easily conquered by 
an equal, perhaps less number ; to ^oppose 
whom, we had between twenty-five hundred 
and thfce thousand militia, all, except very 
law of them, behaving, said General Cass, in 
the most cowardly maaner. 



With such a condemnation, from one of 
their own writers, on their conduct, we find 
it hard to understand how, at the present day, 
the productions of such writers as Thomson, 
Smith and 0*Connor, are tolerated by enquir- 
ing or impartial readers, who desire to ascer* 
tain the real amount of glory due to America. 

No one regretted more deeply than Sir 

Prochunation of Sir George Provost, the 
GeoiBe Provort. savage mode of warfare 

which the Americans, by their departure fh>m 
the customary usages of warfare, had com- 
pelled him to sanction, and so soon as some- 
thing like a just punishment had been inflicted 
on them, he issued the following proclamation, 
in which will be found, commented on with 
considerable precision and ability, the progress 
of the war on the part of the enemy :— 

" By his Excellency Lieut General Sir George 
Pre vest. Baronet, commander of his Majes- 
ty*s forces in North America, &c., &c, &c 

*'To the inhabitants of his Maje6ty*8 provinces 
in North America. 
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A PROCLAMATION. 

'* The complete success which has attended 
his Majesty*s arms on the Niagara Frontier, 
having placed in our possession the whole of 
the enemy*s posts on that line, it be<Same a 
matter of imperious duty to retaliate on 
America, the miseries which the unfortunate 
inhabitants of Newark had been made to suf- 
fer from the evacuation of Fort (George. 

The villages of Lewiston, Black Rock, and 
Buffalo have accordingly been burned. 

** At the same time the commander of the 
forces sincerely deprecates this mode of war- 
fare, he trusts that it will be sufficient to call 
the attention of every candid and impartial 
person amongst ourselves and the enemy, to 
the circumstances from which it has arisen, to 
satisfy them that this departure from the es- 
tablished usages of war, has originated with 
America h)erself^ and that to her alone, are 
justly chargeable, all the awful and unhappy 
consequences which have hitherto flowed, and 
are likely to result, from it. 

" It is not necessary to advert to the con- 
duct of the troops employed on the American 
coast, in conjunction with his Majesty's squad- 
ron, under Admiral Sir John B. Warren, 
since, as they were neither within the com- 
mand, nor subject to the control of his excet* 
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lency, their acts cannot be ascribed to him, 
eyen if they wacted that justification which 
the circumstances that occasioned them so 
amply afford. 

'* It wil! be sufficient for the present pur^ 
pose, and in order to mark the character of 
the war, as carried on upon the frontiers of 
these provinces, to trace the line of conduct 
obsenred Sy his excellency, and the troops 
under his command, since the commencement 
of hostilities, and to contrast it with that of 
the enemy. 

*' The first invasion of Upper Canada took 
place in July, 1812, when the American 
forces under brigadier general Hull, crossed 
over and took possession of Sandwich, where 
they began to 'manifest a disposition so dif- 
ferent from that of a magnanimous enemy, 
and which they have since invariably display- 
ed, in marking out, as objects of their pecu- 
liar resentment, the loyal subjects of his Ma- 
jesty, and in dooming their property to plun- 
der and conflagration. 

** Various instances of this kind occurred, 
both at Sandwich and in its neighborhood, at 
the very period when his Majesty's standard 
was waving upon the fort of Michilimackinac, 
and affording protection to the persons and 
property of those who had submitted to it : — 
Within a few weeks afterwards, the British 
flag was also hoisted on the fortress of Detroit, 
which, together with the whole of the Michi- 
gan territory, had surrendered to his Majesty's 
arms. 

** Had not his excellency been actuated by 
sentiments far different from those which had 
influenced the American government, and the 
persons employed by it, in the wanton acts 
of destruction of private property, committed 
during their short occupation of a part of Up- 
per Canada, his excellency could not but have 
availed himself of the opportunity which the 
undisturbed possession of the whole of the 
Michigan territory, afforded him of amply re- 
taliating for the devastating system which had 
been pursued at Sandwich and on the Thames. 

'* But strictly in conformity to the views 
and disposition of his own government, and to 
that liberal and magnanimous policy which it 
had dictated, he chose rather to forbear an 
imitation of the enemy's example, in the hope, 
that such forbearance would be duly appreci- 
ated by the govtrement of the United States, 



and would produce a return to more civilif 
usages of war. 

'* The persons and property, therefore, of 
the inhabitants of the Michigan terriory, were 
resptcted, and remained unmolested. 

'* In the winter of the following year, wher 
the success which attended the gallant enter 
prise against Ogdensburgh had placed that 
populous and flourishing village in our pos- 
session, the generosity of this British charac- 
ter was again conspicuous, in the scrupulous 
preservation of every article which could be 
considered as private property, such public 
buildings only being destroyed as were used 
for the acconmiodation of troops and for pub- 
lic stores. 

"The destruction of the defences of Og- 
densburgh, and the dispersion of the enemy's 
force in that neighbourhood, laid open the 
whole of their frontier on the St Lawrence, 
to the incursions of his Majesty's troops, and 
Hamilton, as well as the numerous settlements 
on the banks of the river, might, at any hour, 
had such been the disposition of his Majesty's 
government, or of those acting under it, been 
plundered and laid waste. 

"During the course of the following, sum- 
mer, by the fortunate result of the enterprise 
against Plattsburgh, that town was for several 
hours in the complete possession of our troops, 
there not being any force in the neighborhood 
which could attempt a resistance. — Tet even 
there, under circumstances of strong tempta- 
tion, and when the recent example of the 
enemy in the wanton destruction at York, of 
private property, and buildings not used for 
military purposes, must have been fresh in 
the recollection of the forces employed on 
that occasion, and would have justified a 
relaliation on their part, their forbearance 
was strongly manifested, and the directions 
his excellency had given to the commander 
of that expedition, so scrupulously obeyed, 
that scarcely can another instance be shewn 
in which, during a state of war, and under 
similar circumstances, an enemy, so complete- 
ly under the power and at the mercy of 
their adversaries, had so little cause of com- 
plaint 

" During the course of the same summer, 
forts Schlosser and Biack Rock, were sur- 
prised and taken by a part of the forces under 
the command of Mijor Qeneral De Rottenburg, 
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on the Niagara frontier, at both of which 
places personal property was respected, and 
the public buildings were alone destroyed. 

** It was certainly matter of just and reason- 
able expectation, that the humane and liberal 
course of conduct pursued by his Excellency 
on th^se different occasions, would have had 
its due weight with the American government, 
and would have led it to have abstained, in 
the farther persecution of the war, from any 
acts of wantonness or violence, which could 
only tend unnecessarily to add to its ordinary 
calamities, and to bring down upon their own 
unoffending citizens a retaliation, which, 
though distant, they must have known would 
await and certainly follow such conduct 

*• Undeterred, however, by his Excellency's 
example of moderation, or by any of the 
consequences to be apprehended from the 
adopiion of such barbarous measures, the 
American forces at Fort George, acting, there 
is every reason to believe, under the orders, 
or with the approbation of their government, 
finr some time previous to their evacuation of 
that fortress, under ^various pretences, burned 
and destroyed the farm houses and buildings 
of many of the respectable and peaceable in- 
habitants of that neighborhood. But the full 
measure of this species of barbarity remained 
to be completed at a season when all its 
horrors might be more fully and keenly felt 
by those who were to become the wretched 
▼ictims of it 

^ It will hardly be credited by those who 
shall hereafter read it in the page of history, 
that in the enlightened era of the nineteenth 
century, and in the inclemency of a Canadian 
winter, the troops of a nation calling itself 
drilized and christian, had wantonly, and 
without the shadow of a pretext, forced four 
hundred helpless women and children to quit 
their dwellings, and be the mournful spectators 
of the conflagration and total destruction of 
all that belonged to them. 

*' Yet such was the fate of Newark on the 
10th of December, a day which the inhabit- 
ants of Upper Canada can never forget, and 
tiie recollection of which cannot but nerve 
their arms when again opposed to their vin- 
dictive foe. On the night of that day, the 
American troops under Brigadier General 
M*Clare, being about to evacuate Fort George, 
which they could no longer retain, by an act 



of inhumanity disgraceful to thenmelves and 
to the nation to which they belong, set fire to 
upwards of 160 houses, composing the beautt« 
ful village of Newark, and burned them to 
the ground, leaving without covering or 
shelter, those * innocent, unfortunate, dis- 
tressed inhabitants,' whom that officer, by his 
proclamation, had previously engaged to 
protect 

" His Excellency would have ill consulted 
the honor of his country, and the justice due 
to His Majesty's injured and insulted subjects, 
had he permitted an act of such needless 
cruelty to pass unpunished, or had he failed 
to visit, whenever the opportunity arrived, 
upon the inhabitants of the neighboring 
American frontier, the calamities thus inflicted 
upon those of our own. 

" The opportunity has occurred, and a fhli 
measure of retaliation has taken place, such 
as it is hoped will teach the enemy to respecf, 
in future, the laws of war, and recal him to a 
sense of what is due to himself as well as to 
us. 

** In the further prosecution of the contest 
to which so extraordinary a character has 
been given, his Excellency must be guided by 
the course of conduct which the enemy shall 
hereafter pursue. Lamenting as his Excel- 
lency does, the necessity imposed uj)on him 
of retaliating upon the subjects of America 
the miseries inflicted on the inhabitants of 
Newark, it is not his intention to pursue 
further a system of warfare so revolting to 
his own feelings, and so little congenial to the 
British character, unless the future measures 
of the enemy should compel him again to 
resort to it 

** To those possessions of the enemy along 
the whole line of frontier which have hitherto 
remained undisturbed, and which are now 
within his Excellency's reach, and at the 
mercy of the troops under his command, his 
Excellency has determined to extend the 
same forbearance and the same fireedom from 
rapine and plunder, which they have hitherto 
experienced; and from this determination 
the future conduct of the American govern- 
ment shall alone induce his Excellency to 
depart 

" The inhabitants of these provinces will, 
in the mean time, be prepared to resist, with 
firmness and with courage, wliatever attempts 
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tti« resentment of the memy, aruing frcnn 
Oieirdi^ince and Ihetr merited sufferiDgK, 
mny lead Uiem to make, well aasurcd thai 
they trill be powerfully Mnated at M paint.': 
by the troops ander his Excellencj'H com- 
mand, and that prou.pt and signal Tengeancc 
will be taken for ereiy fire&h departure by th<; 
enemy, from that aygtem of warfare, which 
enght alone to BubiiiBt between enlightene<l 
•nd MTilized nations. 

" OiveD under my hand and seal at arms 
at Quebec, this 18th day of January, 1814. 

"Qborgi Pbbvost. 
" By His Excellency's command, 

E. B. Bbbhtoi)." 

We must DOW change the scene and tran^- 

be™™n«. In Cbo-. P"'* ""■ "'*^" '^'" **"-' 
•Mke Bv> ud Ita shores of the miehtv 

frfbuUrjr Hun. □. , , „. ' 

St. Lawrence and Niag- 
ara to the Che8)4>eake. Along these shor^ 
thirty years of uninterrupted peace had el- 
feoted wonders, and towns had rapidly sprung 
np, raised into prospenty by the facilities for 
oommerce afforded by this magniRcent eatua- 
■7 and its tributary streams. These towns and 
villages were then, as now* wholly unpre- 
pared to ofier any reustance to an armed 
force, the arrival of the British fleet, there- 
fore, under Admiral Warren, towards tht i 
latter end of March, 1803, in their compara- 
tirely defenceless waters, spread an undefined 
but half fearful impreRsioa. 

American writers hare not scrupled to char 
arteriie the proceedings ofAdmiral Warren, or 
rather of bis second in command, Sir Oeoi^ 
Cockburn, aa a series of maurauding attacks, 
comparable only to those of the Bucaneen 
two centuries before; a little consideration 
will, however, show that the writers prefer- 1 
ring these chaises, have lofit sight of Hull and | 
&nyth's proclamations, on their invasion of: 
Canada. These maiiifestoea, or rather denun- 
(Mtions, the reader doubtless remembers the 
import of, and it is therefore needless to refer 
again to them, or ta quote a second time their 
vapourings or threats. That these threats 
were not carried into eiecution was owing 



■ew Point CamAirt. isIIbiI Biptsplon or Bip Bapi. tn 
wbcflly liudcqiutA to the purpiae, ud^vould prora but 
■o Ininiaidmt nKaoi tor tbt proteotioo at tlu CheM- 



not to the conciliatory aj^rit of the invmden, 
but simply to th« fact that, ere the ink wtm 
dry on the proclamations, the {oTadera wen 
either prisoners, or had retreated inglorioasly 
to their own territories; we have bewdes, abas- 
dantprootfrorothebehaviour of the American 
soldiery, when in occupation of the ITiagaift 
district, what would have been their line of 
conduct to the Inhabitants of theoe sectftm 
of country, had they encountered any iqtpori- 
tion, and if the inhabitants along the sbont 
of the Chesapeake Bay, suffered from some af 
tbe inevitable evils of warhre, the cause moit 
be sought for froih two sources. 

As we have, on more than one OccMsiad, 
shown, from Washington and Baltimore issmd 
the most mendacious and inOated accounts ^ 
the exploits of both American nRval and land 
expeditions. The Qovemment organs on DO oc- 
casion Buffered the truth to transpire in e\ti% tt 
defeat, and when victory had been achieve^ 
the conquest was magnified to such a degm 
as to inspire a feeling of invincibility. It ■ 
scarcely to be wondered at, then, that everj 
farmer or blacksmith imagined, that in can 
of attack, there was. hut the necessity to 
offer a show of resistance, and that the Bri* 
tishers would run away. To this cause than 
which led them to tempt, and even provoke, 
.Itacks was in the first place attributable 
ome of the soveritios enforced in this quarter. 
A second reason is, perhaps, to be found b 
he fact that sailors, whatever their disdpHoe 
on board, are very apt to indulge in a little 
more license than their red-coated brethreo. 
The expeditions along the shores of tbe Cbesfr' 
peske necessarily comprehended many blue* 
jaehets, and many of the comijlainta made by 
ihe inhabitants must, we fear, be ascril>ed to 
Tack Tsr s thoughtlessness. It must, at tba 
ume time, be observed that every trifle hai 
been magnified and distorted by Americaa 
wHteni. If a sailor orsoldier, straggling &na 
Ills parly, and relieved from the watchful and 
Ripervising eye of his commander, robbed % 
lien roost, or made free with a sucking pig, it 
was immediately minified into wholesale 
iranton destruction of property and the tale^ 
in all probability, received so rich a colouring 
rhat the unfonunate offender would be at a 
loss to know again his own explolL 

In our account of the proceedings in this 
ijoarter, we will simply confine oonalfm te 
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kying before the retder the official documentA 
betring upon the severa] expeditions, making 
on each any comments necessary, and giving, 
if possible, at the same time the American 
Tersion of each. We shall also endeavour to 
■how that ihe attacks made by the British, 
and represented as marauding expeditions, 
were actually attacks on positions which the 
Americans bi^d hastily fortified with the in 
tantion of annoyance. 

The first exploit effected was the cutting 
<mt of four armed schooners, lying at the 
Douth of the Rappahanock river, by an expe- 
dition of five boats under the command of 
Captain Polkinghome, of the St. Domingo. 
This exploit was very gallantly executed, and 
James in his Naval occurrences, (page 367,) 
gives a full account of it, — we will, however, 
pass on to more important enterprises. The 
first of these was an expedition, undertaken a 
few days after, to destroy a dep6t of military 
•tores, the foundries, and public works at a 
place called French Town, a considerable dis- 
tance up the river Elk.* Admiral Cockbum*s 
letter to Admiral Warren will, however, give 
this occurrence in detail : — 

His Majesty's sloop Fantoroe in the Elk River, 
20th April, 18J 8. 
Sir, — T have the honor to acquaint you, 
that, having yesterday gained information of 
the dep6t of flour (alluded to in your note to 
me of the 28rd inst) being with some military 
And other stores, situated at a place called 
French-Town, a considerable distance up the 
river Elk, J caused his Majesty's brigs. Fan- 
tome, and Mohawk, and the Dolpliln, Racer, 
and Flighflyer tenders, to be moored, yester- 
day evening, as far within the entrance of this 
river as could be prudently effected after dark; 
and at eleven o*clock last night, the detach- 
ment of marines now in the advanced squad- 
ron, consisting of about 150 men, under cap 
tains Wybourn and Garter, of that corps, 
with five artillery men, under first lieutenant 
Robertson of the anillery, (who eagerly volun- 
teered his valuable assistance on this occa- 
sion,) proceeded in the boats of the squadron, 
the whole being under the immediate direction 
ef lieutenant G. A. Westphall, first of the 
Marlborough, to take and destroy the afore- 

In our next we promiae a Hap of thia tooality, ao 
UMift the nader BMgr tiaoe the procMdinga. 



said stores : the Highflyer tender, under the 
command of lieutenant T. Lewis, being direo- 
ted to follow, for the support and pn)tection 
of the boats, as far and as closely as he might 
find it practicable. 

Being ignorant of the way, the boats were 
unfortunately led up the Bohemia River, in- 
stead of keeping in the Elk ; and, it being 
daylight before this error was rectified, they 
dii not reach the destined place till between 
8 and 9 o'clock this morning, which occasion- 
ed the enemy to have full warning of their 
approach, and gave him time to collect his 
force, and make his arrangements for the de- 
fence of his stores and town ; for the security 
of whiv'h, a 6 gun battery had lately been 
erected, and from whence a heavy fire was 
opened upon our boats the moment they 
approached within its reach; but the launcheil, 
with their carronades, under the orders of 
lieutenant Nicholas Alexander, first of tlie 
Dragon, pulling resolutely up to the work, 
keeping up at the same time a constant and 
well-directed fire on it ; and the marines be'ng 
in the act of disembarking on the right, the 
Americans judged it prudent to quit their 
battery, and to retreat precipitately into the 
country, abandoning to their fate French- 
Town and its depots of stores ; the whole of 
the latter, therefore, consisting of much flour, 
a large quantity of army-clothing, of saddleSi 
bridles, and other equipments for cavalry, &c. 
&C., together with various articles of merchan- 
dize, were immediately set fire to, and 
entirely consumed, as were five vessels lying 
near the place ; and the guns of the battery 
bemg too heavy to bring away, were disabled 
as effectually as possible by Lieutenant 
R<»bertson and his artillery-men ; after whicli, 
my orders being completely fulfllled, the boats 
returned down the river without molestation; 
and J am happy to add, that one seaman, of 
the Maidstone, wounded in the arm by a 
grape-bhot, is the only casualty we have sus- 
tained. 

To lieutenant Q. A. Westphall, who has so 
gallantly conducted, and so ably executed, 
this service, my highest encomiums and best 
acknowledgements are due ; and T trust, sir, 
you will deem him to have also thereby merit- 
ed your favourable consideration and notice. 
It is likewise my pleasing duty to acquaint 
yoUf that he speaks in the higheat terms of 
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every o£5';er and man employed with him on 
this o<>ca8ion ; but particularly of the very 
great assistance he derived from lieutenant 
Robertson, of the artillery ; lieutenant Alex- 
ander, of the Dragons ; lieutenant Le?ns, oflhe 
Highflyer ; and Captains Wyboura and Gar- 
ter of the royal marines. 

I have now anchored the above mentioned 
brigs and tenders near a farm, on the right 
bank of this river, where there appears to be 
a considerable quantity of cattle, which I in- 
tend embarking for the use of the fleet under 
your command ; and if I meet with no resis- 
tance or impediment in so doing, I shall give 
the owner bills on the victualling-office for the 
Mr value of whatsoever is so taken; but 
should resistance be made, I shall consider 
them as a prize of war, which I trust will meet 
your approbation ; and I purpose taking on 
board a further supply for the fleet to-morrow, 
on similar terms, from Specucie Island, which 
lies a little below Havre-de-Grace, and which 
I have been informed is also well stocked. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. COGKBCTRN, Rear-admiral. 
To the right hon. admiral Sir J. B. Warren, 
bart. K. B., Ac. 

Although the strictest orders were issued by 
the Rear Admiral, to land without molestation 
to the unopposing inhabitants, and although 
these orders were enforced with the greatest 
severity, still we find our old friends, the 
writers of the History of the War and Sketches 
qfthe War^ ready as ever to malign and mis- 
state. The VLMthoTonhe History of the United 
States, however, outdoes them both, and 
shines conspicuous in his task of distortive 
misrepresentation. So totally careless of 
truth is he- as to represent public stores as 
belonging to merchants of Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia, and this in direct opposition to Gen. 
Wilkinson's statement, who distinctly says : — 

" By the defective arrangements of the war 
department, he [rear Admiral Gockbum] suc- 
ceeded in destroying the military equipments 
and munitions found there ; of which, I ap- 
prehend, the public never received any cor- 
rect account.* 

The same system of false colouring, will be 
found to pervade these writers works when- 
ever the occurrences on the Chesapeake are 
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in question. The National vanity received 
here its sorest wound, and Americans were 
here first taught the proper value of their 
militia. 

The defeats along the lake shores, and the 
various repulses, had been all so glossed over, 
that the idea of militia not being equal to the 
most disciplined soldiery, was never entertain- 
ed ! when, therefore, the fact was forced on 
them, a bitterness of feeling was engendered, 
which, like an unwholesome tumour, found 
vent, in the discharge of the most violent 
matter. 

A second expedition was soon forced upon 
the commanding officer, by the absurd temer- 
ity of the inhabitants of Havre de Grace. — 
The rule laid down by the British Admiral 
was, that all supplies should be paid for, at 
full market price, but that all such supplies 
must be forthcoming, that is without serious 
inconvenience to parties supplying, but that^ 
should resistence be offer^ the village or 
town would then be considered as a fortified 
place, and the male inhabitants as soldiers, 
the one to be destroyed, the other with their 
property to be captured or destroyed. 

The inhabitants of French Town had expe- 
rienced the benefit of this arrangement, and 
taking no part in the contest, remained un- 
molested. * The inhabitants of Havre de Grace, 
not so prudent, received a severe lesson. — 

Descent on Havre de The British Admiral, 
Grace. deeming it necessary, 

to draw his supplies firom a place called Spe- 
cucie Island, where cattle and provisions were 
abundant, was obliged to pass in sight of 
Havre de Grace, a village on the west side of 
the Susquehanna, a short distance' above the 
confluence of that river with the Chesapeaket 
The inhabitants of this place, possessed, veiy 
probably, to a great extent, an idea of their 
valor, and qualifications for.becoming soldiers, 
and had consequently erected a six gun bat- 
tery, and, as if to attract particular attention, 
had mounted a large American Ensign. — 
Most probably, however, neither, the Ensign 
nor the battery would have attracted atten- 
tion had the erectors thereof, remained quiet, 
but instead of this a fire was opened upon the 
British ships, although they were far beyond 
the range of the guns. This provocation the 
Admiral determined to resent, he consequent- 
ly determined to make the town of Havre de 
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Grace and the battery the objects of his next 
attack. 

Fall detafls of the reasons for, and objects 
of the attack, will be found in Admiral Cock- 
bom's second letter which follows : 

" His Majesty's ship Maidstone, 
Toesday night, 8d May, 1813, at anchor 
off Turkey Point 
"Sib, — I hare the honor to inform you, 
that whilst anchoring the brigs and tenders 
off Specucie Island, agreeably to my intentions 
notified to you in my ofQcial report of the 29th 
ultimo, Na 10, I observed guns fired, and 
American colours hoisted, at a battery lately 
erected at Havre de Qrace, at the entrance of 
Susquehanna River. This, of course, imme- 
diately gave to the place an importance which 
I bad not before attached to it, and I there- 
fore determined on attacking it after the com- 
pletion of our operation^ at the island ; con- 
sequently, having sounded in the direction 
towards it, and found that the shallowness of 
the water would only admit of its being ap- 
proached by boats, I directed their assembling 
under Lieutenant Westphall, (fii-stof the Marl- 
borough,) last night at 12 o'clock, alongside 
the Fantome : when our detatchments of ma- 
rines, consisting of about 150 men, (as before,) 
under Captains Wybourn and Carter, with a 
small party of artillerymen, under Lieutenant 
Robinson, of the artillery, embarked in them ; 
and the whole, being under the immediate di- 
rection of Captain Lawrence, of the Fantome, 
(who, with much zeal and readiness, took upon 
himself, at my request, the conducting of this 
service,) proceeded toward Havre de Qrace, to 
take up, under cover of the night, the neces- 
sary position for commencing the attack at the 
dawn ot day. The Dolphin and Highflyer 
tenders, commanded by Lieufenants Hutchin- 
son and Lewis, followed for the support of the 
boats, but the shoalness of the water prevented 
their getting within six miles of the place. 
Captain Lawrence, however, having got up 
with the boats, and having very ably and ju- 
diciously placed them during the dark, aVarm 
fire was opened on the place at daylight from 
our launches and rocket-boats, which was 
smartly returned from the battery for a short 
time; but the launches constantly closing 
with it, and their fire rather increasing than 
decreasing, that from the battery soon began 
to slacken ; and Captain Lawrence obsenring 



this, very judiciously directed the landing of 
the marines on the left; which movement, 
added to the hot fire they were under, induced 
the Americans to commence withdrawing from 
the battery, to take shelter in the town. 

"Lieut 0. A. Westphall, who had Uken 
his station in the rocket-boat close to the bat- 
tery, therefore now judging the moment to be 
favourable, pulled directly up under the work^ 
and landing with his boat's crew, got imme- 
diate possession of it, turned their own guns 
on them, and thereby soon caused them to 
retreat, with* their whole force, to the farthest 
extremity of the town, whither, (the marines 
having by this time landed,) they were pur- 
sued closely ; and no longer feeling themselves 
equal to an open and manly resistance, they 
commenced a teasing and irritating fire from 
behind the houses, walls, trees, &c. : from 
which, I am sorry to say, my gallant first- 
lieutenant received a shot through his hand 
whilst leading the pursuing party ; he, how- 
ever, continued to head the advance, with 
which he soon succeeded in dislodging the 
whole of the enemy from their lurking places, 
and driving them for shelter to the neighbor- 
ing woods ; and whilst performing which ser- 
vice, he had the satisfaction to overtake, and 
with his remaining hand to make prisoner 
and bring in a captain of their militia. We 
also took an ensign and some armed indivi- 
duals ; but the rest of the force, which had 
been opposed to us, having penetrated into 
the woods, I did not judge it prudent to allow 
of their being further followed with our small 
numbers ; therefore, after setting fire to some 
of the houses, to cause the proprietors, (who 
had deserted them, and formed part of the 
militia who had fled to the woods,) to under- 
stand, and feel, what they were liable to bring 
upon themselves, by building batteries, and 
acting towards us with so much useless ran- 
cour, I embarked in the boats the guns from 
the battery, and having also taken and de- 
stroyed about 180 stand of small arms, I 
detached a small division of boats up the Sus- 
quehanna, to take and destroy whatever they 
might meet with in it, and proceeded myself 
with the remaining boats under Captain Law- 
rence, in search of a cannon foundry, which I 
had gained intelligence of, whilst on shore at 
Havre de Grace, as being situated about three 
or four miles to the northward, where we 
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found it accordingly ; and getting possession 
of it without difficulty, commenced instantly 
its destruction, and that of the guns and other 
materiails we found there, to complete which 
occupied us during ihe remainder of the day, 
as there were several buildings, and much 
complicated heavy machinery, attached to it ; 
it was kri)wn by the name of Cecil, or Prin- 
dpic fotmdry, and was one of the most valua- 
ble works of,the kind in America ; the destruc- 
tion of it, therefore, at this moment, will, I 
trust, prove of much national importance. 

In the margin* I have stated ihe ordnance 
taken and disabled by our small division this 
day, during the whole of which we have been 
on shore in the centre of the enemy*s country, 
and on his highroad between Baltimore and 
Philadelphia. The boats which I sent up the 
Susquehanna, returned after destroying five 
Tessels on it, and a large store of flour ; when 
everything being completed to my utmost 
wishes, the whole division re-embarked and 
returned to the ships, where we arrived at 10 
o'clock, after having been 22 hours in con- 
stant exertion, without nourishment of any 
kind ; and I have much pleasure in being able 
to add, that excepting Lieutenant Wcstphairs 
wound, we have not suffered any casualty 
whatever. 

The judicious dispositions made by Captain 
Lawrence, of the Fantome during the pr/eced- 
ing night, and the. able manner in which he 
conducted the attack of Havre in the morning, 
added to the gallantry, zeal, and attention, 
shewn by him during this whole day, must 
jastly entitle him to my highest encomiums 
and acknowledgements, and will, I trust, en- 
sure to him your approbation ; and I have the 
pleasure to add, that he speaks in the most 
favourable manner of the good conduct of all 
the officers and men employed in the boats 
under his immediate orders, particularly of 
Lieutenants Alexander and Reed, o^ the 
Dragon and Fantome, who each commanded 
a^ division ; of Lieutenant G. A. Westphall, | 

* Taken from the battery at Havre de Grace — 
6 giin8, 12 and O-pounders. 

Dlfliibled, in battery for protecUon of foundry — 
6 guna, 24 pounders. 

Disabled, ready for sending away from foundry 
— 28 ixuriB, 32-pounder8. 

Di cabled, in boring-house and foundry — 8 guns 
and i carronades of different calibres. 

Total— 61 gona, and 180 10^4 ^ "o^ fumis. 



whose exemplary and gallant conduct it has 
been necessary for mo already to notice in 
detailing to you the ope|^ations of the day. I 
shall only now add that, from a thorough 
knowledge ol his merits, (he having served 
many years with me as first lieutenant,) I 
always, on similar occasions, expected much 
from him, but this day he even outstripped 
those expectations ; and though in considera- 
ble pain from his wound, he insisted on conr 
tinning to assist me to the last moment with 
his able exertions. I therefore, sir, cannot 
but entertain a confident hope that his ser- 
vices of to-day, and the wound he has received, 
added to what he so successfully executed at 
Frenchtown, (as detailed in my letter to you 
of the 29th ultimo,) vi ill obtain for him your 
favourable consideration and notice, and that 
of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
I should be wanting in justice did I not also 
mention to you, particularly, the able assist* 
ance afforded me by Lieutenant Robei tson, ol 
the artillery, who is ever a volunteer where 
service is to be performed, and always foremost 
in performing such service, being equally con- 
spicuous for his galhintry and abihty ; and he 
also obliged mo by superintending the destruc- 
tion of the ordnance taken at the foundry. 
To Captains Wy bourn and Carter, who com- 
manded the marines, and shewed much skill 
in the management of them, every praise is 
likewise due, as arc my acknowledgements to 
Lieutenant Lewis, of the Highflyer, who not 
being able to bring his vessel near enough to 
render asr^istance, came himself wi^h his usual 
active s^al to offer his personal scrvicca And 
it is my pleasing duty to have to report to you, 
in addition, that all the other ofikers and men 
seemed to vie with each other in the cheerful 
and zealous discharge ()f their duty, and I 
have, therefore, the satisfaction of recommend- 
ing their general good conduct, on this occa- 
sion, to your notice accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, Ac. 

G. COCKBURX, Rear-Adm. 
To the Right Hon. Admiral Sir J. B. Warreo, 
Bart, and E.B., &c. 

The descent of the British on Havre de 
Grace has more than any other event of the 
war afforded an opportunity for exaggeration 
and misrepresentation — each particular dealer 
in these articles has, however, happily for the 
truth, contrived so ta tell his story as tp coq« 
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tradict his neighboar, and we are thus enabled 
fo refate, most conyincingly, the random apd 
malevolent statements put forth. The North 
American RotIcw states, that for three weeks 
tfie inhabitants of Havre de Grace had been 
making preparations, and that the militia of 
the diitffct had been called out An extract 
ttom this review will show that the demon- 
■bration of the Havre de Ghracians was not the 
unpremeditated movement of men hastily 
mmmoned together for mutual defence, but 
was a preconcerted arrangement 

^The militia, amounting to about two 
hundred and fifty, were kept to their arms all 
night ; patroles were stationed in every place 
where they could possibly be of any service ; 
Mid the volunteers were at their guns, with a 
general determination to give the enemy a 
warm reception.** We make this quotation 
to show, not that these men were wrong in 
taking up arms for (he preservation of their 
hearths and homes, but to prove that any 
ieverities on the part of the British, were not 
exercised upon unoffending or defenceless 
inhabitants, but actually formed part and 
)iercel of the miseries always attendant on a 
tlite of warfare. Another object gained by 
the quotation is to convict the writers of the 
** Sketches of the War/' History of the War," 
and '* History of the United States ** of wilful 
&tortion of the truth. One of these writers 
■tates that they ** attacked, plundered, and 
burnt the neat and flourishing 5u< unprotected 
Tillage of Havre de Grace ; for which outrage 
fio praeoeation had been given, nor could 
excuse be assigned ** Admiral Cockbum^s 
letter, and the remarks in the Review, show 
whether the village or town was either un- 
prepared fur, or unexpectant of, an attack. 
This last extract will therefore suffice as a 
iample of the other accounts. 

But this system of mis-statement was not 
confined to journalists or historians, Mr. 
If unroe in his official communication to Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, in the teeth of the fact 
that six pieces of cannon and one hundred 
end thirty stand of arms had been captured, 
)tersists in describing the inhabitants as un- 
iMmed. One writer a Mr. O^Gonnor in his 
ioel to prove at once the braveiy of the 
defenders, end the deliberate atrocity of the 
'tmailanta-— first detcantB upon the T^rouh 
prep^rationa madCi and the retolute delince, 



and then winds up by declaring that '* it is not 
easy to assign any cause, other than the 
caprice of its projector, fbr this violent attack 
on an uneffending and drfenceUn village. 
No reason of a public nature could have 
induced it No public property was deposited 
there, nor were any of its inhabitants engaged 
in aiding the prosecution of the war." 

It would be idle and unnecessary after these 
quotations to add anything more on this sub- 
ject, and we shall accordingly pass on to the 
next instance of atrocity perpetrated by the 
British. We will just call attention to one 
point more connected with this aflair, which 
is, that but one American writer thought the 
loss of forty- five pieces of cannon, chiefly 
thirty-two's and twenty-four pounders, of 
sufficient consequence to give it a place in his 
history. 

The third expedition undertaken for the 
purpose of capturing or destroying public 
property, set out on the night of the 5th May. 
The destination of this expedition wan to the 
villages of Georgetown and Fredericktown, 
situated on the opposite banks of the river 
Sassafras, and nearly facing each other. The 
official letter will, however, furnish the most 
correct details. 

H. M. S. Maidstone, off the Sassafras river, 
May 6th, 1^18. 

Sib, — I have the honour to acquaint you, 
that understanding Georgetown and Freder^ 
icktown, situated up the Sassafras river, were 
places of some trade and importance, and the 
SassafVas being the only river or place of 
shelter for vessels at this upper extremity of the 
Chesapeake, which I had not examined and 
cleared, I directed, last night, the assembling 
the boats alongside the Mohawk, from whence 
with the marines, as before, under captahis 
Wy bourn and Carter, with my friend lieute- 
nant Robertson, of the artillery, and his small 
party, they proceeded up this river, being 
placed by me for this operation, under the hn- 
mediate dh*ections of captain Byng of the 
Mohawk. 

I intended that they should arrive betbre 
the above mentioned towns by dawn of day, 
but in this I was fhistrated by the intrica<iy 
of the river, our total want of local knowledge 
in It, the darkness of the night, and the 
great distance the towns lay up it ; it, there- 
fore, unavoidably became late in the morning 
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before we approached them, when, having 
intercepted a small boat with two inhabitants, 
I directed captain Byng to halt our boats 
about two miles below the town, and I sent 
forward the two Americans in their boat to 
warn their countrymen against acting in the 
same rash manner the people of Havre-de- 
Grace had done ; assuring them if they did, 
that their towns would inevitably meet with 
a similar fate ; but, on the contrary, if they 
did not attempt resistance, no irjury should 
be done to them or their towns ; that vessels 
and public property only would be seized ; 
that the strictest discipline would be main- 
tained; and that, whatever provisions or 
other property of individuals I might require 
for the use of the squadron, should be in- 
stantly paid for in its fullest value. After 
having allowed sufiBcient time for this message 
to be digested, and their resolution taken 
thereon, I directed the boats to advance, and 
I am sorry to say, I soon found the more un- 
wise alternative was adopted; for on our 
reaching within about a mile of the town, be- 
tween two projecting elevated points of the 
river, a most heavy fire of musketry was open- 
ed on us from about 400 men, divided and 
entrenched on the two opposite banks, aided' 
by one long gun. The launches and rocket- 
boats smartly returned this fire with good 
effect, and with the other boats and the ma- 
rines I pushed ashore immediately above the 
enemy^B position, thereby ensuring the cap- 
ture of the towns or the bringing him to* a de- 
cided action. He determined, however, not to 
risk the latter; for the moment he discerned 
we had gained the shore, and that the marines 
had fixed their bayonets, he fled with his 
whole force to the woods, and was neither 
leen nor heard of afterwards, though several 
were sent out to ascertain whether he had 
taken up any new position, or what had be- 
come of him. I gave him, however, the moi^ 
iification of seeing, from wherever he had 
bid himselfl that I was keeping my word with 
respect to the towns, which (excepting the 
houses of those who had continued peaceably 
in them, and had taken no part in the attack 
made on us) were forthwith destroyed, as 
were four vessels laying in the river, and some 
■tores of sugar, of lumber, of leather, and of 
other merchandize. I then directed the re- 
iOibtrluUion of our small fovoe^ and we pro- 



ceeded down the river again, to a town I had 
observed, situated in a branch of it, about 
half way up, and here I had the satisfaction 
to find, that what had passed at Havre, George- 
town, and Fredericklown, had its effect, and led 
these people to understand, that they had 
more to hope for from our generosity than 
from erecting batteries, and opposing us by 
means within their power ; the inhabitants of 
this place having met me at landing, to saj 
that they had not permitted either guns 
or militia to be stationed there, and that 
whilst there I should not meet with any 
opposition whatever. I therefore landed with 
the officers and a small guard only, and hav- 
ing ascertained that there was no public pro- 
perty of any kind, or warlike stores, and 
having allowed of such articles as we stood 
in need of being embarked in the boats on 
payment to the owner of their full value, I 
again re-embarked, leaving the people of this 
place well pleased with the wisdom of their 
determination on their mode of receiving us. 
I also had a deputation from Charlestown, in 
the north-east river to assure me that that place 
is considered by them at your mercy, and 
that neither guns nor militia-men shall be 
suffered there ; and as I am assured that all 
the places in the upper part of the Chesa- 
peake have adopted similar resolutions, and 
that there is now neither public property, 
vessels, or warlike stores remaining in tbis 
neighbourhood, I propose returning to you 
with the light squadron to-morrow morning. 
I am sorry to say the hot fire we were 
under this morning cost us five men wounded 
one only, however, severely; and I have 
much satisfaction in being able to bear testi- 
mony to you of the zeal, gallantry, and good 
conduct of the different officers and men serv- 
ing in this division. To Captain Byng, of the 
Mohawk, who conducted the various airange- 
ments on this occasion, with equal skill and 
bravery, every possible praise is most justly 
due, as ijrell as to Captains Wyboum, Carter, 
Lieutenant Robertson, of the Artillery, and 
Lieutenant Lewis, of the Highflyer ; Lieute- 
nant Alexander, of the Dragon, the senior 
officer under Captain Byng, in command of 
the boatSi deserves also that I should particur 
Urly notice him to you for his steadiness, cor- 
rectness, and the great ability with whidi h% 
always executes wha^yer service Is entmsted 
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to him ; and I must beg permissioD ef seizing 
tills opportunity of stating to you bow much 
1 have been indebted to Captain Burdett, of 
this ship, who was good enough to receive me 
on board the Mudstone, when I found it 
impracticable to advance higher in the Marl- 
borough, and has inyariabty accompanied me 
on every occasion whilst directing these va- 
rious operations, and rendered me always 
the most able, prompt, and efBicacious assis- 
tance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

G. COCKBURN, Rear-Ad. 
To the Right Hon. Sir J. B. Warren, Baronet, 

EL B. Jbc 

Whatever severities were used towards 
the inhabitants of these villages, the chastise- 
ment was merited The British had evinced 
the desire to respect private property, and had 
even sent on two of their own countrymen 
to apprise the villagers of their disposition. 
The Americans returned a submissive 
message, alleging that they were without the 
means of defence, whilst they were preparing 
a warm reception for their visitors. In short 
they laid a trap for the British, in which they 
were themselves caught, inasmuch as they 
lost their property, which would otherwise 
have been respected. This was so clearly 
established that even American writers have 
been able to make very little of it, and they 
have, accordingly, contented themselves with 
general charges of British cruelty and so 
forth. 

One end was gained by the example made 
of Havre de Grace and the two villages, as 
deputations praying for mercy began now to 
be sent to the British commander from the 
other places in the neighbourhood of the 
Ohesapeakes. This disposition on the part of 
the inhabitants has been construed into 
"treachery" by the author of "the War," 
and most unjustly so. The British were in 
force, the militia who should have opposed 
them were too few in number and generally 
too undisciplined, if not lacking in courage, to 
offer any effectual resistance. What then 
remained for the poor people but to make 
the best tei^ns possible, so as to avert the &te 
which had overtaken three places already 
mentioned. StiU more unfiur is it to call the 
British unprincipled maraaders, as on no 
oooasion was any aeyeh^ oboemd ozoept 



when by making resistance the (own or 
village fell under the category of ** places 
taken by 'storm." 

The great object of the attacks made by 
such journals as the ** National Advocate," 
*• Democratic Press," and others of the same 
stamp, was to lower the character of British 
troops and of BriUin, in t^»e estimation of 
Europe, and, at the same time, by the recital 
of these outrages to influence the feelings of 
western patriots. James, who was in a situa- 
tion to ascertain the truth declares that 
"American citizens of the first consequence 
in Baltimore, Annapolis and Washington, 
when they have gone on board the British 
Chesapeake squulron, as they frequently did 
with flags, to obtain passports, or ask other 
favours, and these inflammatory paragraphs 
were shown to them, never failed to declare 
with apparent shame, that they had been 
penned without the slightest regard to truth • 
but merely to instigate their ferocious country- 
men in the Western States to rally round the 
American standard." Fortunately the task 
of disproving all these chaises is easy, as the 
North American Review bears the following 
testimony to the behaviour of the invaders. 

" They, (the British,)," says the Review, 
were always desirous of making a fair pur- 
chase, and of paying the full value of what they 
received ; and it is no more than justice to 
the enemy to state that, in many instances 
money was left behind, in a conspicuous place 
to the full amount of what had been taken 
away.* 

One very material difference may be 
observed between the proclamations we have 
seen issued by General Hull, on the first in- 
vasion of Canada, and Sir George Cockbum's 
addresses to the Americans. The first, in- 
vited the Canadians to turn traitors, threaten- 
ing them, in case of non-compliance, with all 
the horrors of war, the English Admiral 
merely asked them for their own sakes not to 
oppose a superior force. 

The next object of importance was the cni* 

Cuttinjroutofthe Sur- *«g^«"t of the Ameri- 

veyop Schooner* can Schooner Surveyor, 

by the boats of the Nacissus. This was a 
very spirited thing on both sides, and so im- 
pressed was Lieutenant Crerie with the gal* 

*N«rth ABMriou Befinr. vol. ft. T.P.lM, 
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ladtr. oflhe Americni GommiiDder, Cnptai 
TraviH, thnt he returned him his siro:d with 
the rollowing letter: — 
Ftqih LieuUnant Crbbie to Ciptain Tbavis. 

His Miij^'sty'a ship Narcissus, June 13th, 
1813. 

Sir, — Your gulknt snd detente sttempt 
to der«nd your vessel tgainst more that) dou- 
ble your number, 00 the night of the 13(h 
ioBt&nr, excited such BdmiratioD on the part 
of your opponontB, as I hare seldom witaes- 
jed, and induces me to return you the sword 
jou bod nobly used, in testiinony of t 
Our poor felloiFs have severely suffered, occa- 
Moned chiefly, if not solely, by the precaution 
you had taken to prevent surpriie; in short, 
I am at a lose which to admire most, (he pre- 
vious engagement on board the Surveyor, 
Ifae determined manner by which her deck 
wa« diB|)utcd, tnuh by inch. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, Ac. 

JOHN CRERIE. 
Oapt^n 8. Travis, U. S. Cutter, Surveyor. 

Towards the middle of June, tho Navnl 
attack on Jotion by C'omman'liT at Norfolk, 
**"!*■ Coin. Cttssin deemed it 

kdvisable to attempt the destruciion or ca'>- 
lure of the Junon, forty-sis gun frigate, then 
anchored in Humpton Roads, and from wliich 
boat expeditions had been dispatched to des- 
troy Che shipping in James' River. 

An nttaek was made on the 20th by the 
American flotilla,* armed with some thirty 

■•From Commodore Oisam lo tho Americui Soc- 
tKlaryof the Ssvy. 
N»Tj Turd, GoBporl, June !1, 1813, 
Sir,— On 8«lurdiij. at 11 P. M.. Captain Tar- 
bel! moved' with the QoUUa under faia command 
cousiBtingof IS fsan-boata, in two diTiaione, Lieu- 
tenant Julin it. Oordnar, In diviijion, and Lieu- 
Unont Robert Henley, the Snd, manned from the 
Mgate, and BO mluketoura, ordered Irom Craney 
Island by Genera) Taylor, snd proeoeded down 
the River ; but adverse windu and Squalls pre- 
■renttfd hia spproucliiag the enemy until Sunday 
morning at fuur, when the flotilla camenced a 
heavy gnllhig fire on a frigate, at about three 
qnartors ol a mile distance, lying well Up the 
roada, tio Mher frigaiea lying in light. At half 
iwst four, a bneie sprui^ ap from E.N.E, sbiah 



guns, and manned with about five hundred 
men. _Jhe Junon was boRalmnd and as the 
Satilla did not venturo within roach of bar 
carronaiies, the action wiis contined to a dil- 
tant cBcnotiado. It, however, lasted a sufB- 
ciently long time to warrant Commodore 
Cassin's writing the letter which we have 
given in our notes. One statement of the 
doughty Commodore is particularly ridicu- 
lous, vit, that the Junon was almost reduced 
to a sinking state, the fact betn<r that she re- 
ceived two shots only in her hull, and had but 
one man killed. 



enabled the l«o frigales to gel under way — one • 
raiee or very heavy ehip, and tha other a fngato 
—and to come ne^er into action. The boiita ig 
consequence of their approach, hanledolT. tbou^ 
keeping up a well directed Bre on the razee and 
the other ship, which gave us ecveral broadsidea. 
The frigate Grat engaged, supposed to bv the 
Junon, was certainly vcvereiy handled — had (he 
calm continued Due half liour, tliat irisate luuA 
have Ihllen into our hands, or been deeiroyed. . 
She must have slipped her niooriog so as to dray 
nearer the raiee. who had all sail iiel, coming up 
to her with thi other frigate. The action con- 
tinued one hour and a half with three shlM 
Shortiv alter ll>a action, the raiee got alongndl 
ufthe ship, and had heropon a deep careen in a 
little lime, with a number of boaia and' augd 
round her. I am aatuilied considerable damage 
was done lo lier, for eha was silenced some dm*, 
until the razee opened hi-r Are. when she con- 
menced. Ourlosais very Irifling. Mr. AlliMm, 
master's mate, on hoard 1S9, was killed early b 
the aclioi>, by an tH pound ball, nhich puBtaJ 
through hiui and lodged tn the mait. No. 1H 
bad a shnl between wind and water. Ko. ST 
hud her franklin that away, and several of thein 
had H)nie of tlieir sweeps and stancheona shot 
away— but two men slightly injured from the 
jweepa. On the flood tidv sevetal ships ol tha 
line and trigaiea came into the road», and wedM 
eipect an attack list night. Tliere are now ia 
tho roads 13 ships of the line aud frigates, oat 
brig and several tenders. 

I cannot say loo much for the officers and 
irewB on this oecaaion ; for every man appeared 
o go intoaclion with much cheerfulness, apparent 
y anaiooB to do his duty and revolved to conquer. 
. had a better opportunity of discovering ili^ 
ictiomt than any one alae, being in my boat IM 
whole ol the aclion. 

1 have the honor to be, Jtc 

JOHN CAS3IN. 
a. W. Jonti, Ma. 
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As KAT be nppoud, the blockade of the 
Ottmpmkt, ud the threatening position ta- 
kiB up bj the fleet, off Hampton Boads, placed 
Am Amvicana on the qui nte, eapedali^ 
■ny tongned mmonr had been btuied in 
MOrfUng plans and intentionB of erery de- 
motion to the BridBh AdminL 

flM flotma had &i1ed In tbabr attack on the 
fanan, thereby demonstrating that gnn boats 
llrwn oonld eflbct nothing : the Constellation 
nold not Tenture from ander the batteries, 
utd M thne waa, oonaequantly, really no force 
^«4d6b the BTittah could be attacked by 
ntar, 1^ AmerieaoB were compelled to en- 
tan the dght of a hostile squadron daily be- 
hra Ihdr eyes, <rith the mortifying cooviction 
Ibnad on them, that, inaBmuch as they bad 
MB Ibneateia of the war, so were they now 
to pcindpal aufferen —So strict was the 
Aockade that it was not only impoeable for 
IBJ VMid to eacape the croisera which gnar- 
Itd the passage between Gape Henry and 
II^ Oharies, but it was an eolerprise atton- 
toJ w ith great risk for any fe—el to leaTe the 
ham, XHiabeth, Torii, or In Ikct, any of the 
inn wUeb (Uaembogue into the Chesapeake 



All tint waa, imdar theae cirennutancea, 
ift Ibr the AoMrkana was to prepare agidnst 
ttndM, and we aceordingly find b " Sketches 
r ttw war" that upwards of ten thousand 
fiUa were aoembled round Norfolk and its 
UbiUj, the potato i«sinat which an attadc 



waa most likely to be Greeted. With (he 
whole coast thus on the alert it was not to be 
expected that the preparations which were 
openly made towards the end of Jane by 
the British Sqnadron would escape obsem- 
tion. " Accordingly ," as James has it " Cra- 
ney Island being rather weakly manned, the 
ooromanding officer at Norfolk sent one hun- 
dred and fifty of the Oonstellatiou'a Beameii 
and marines, to a battery of eighteen pomtd- 
en in the north west, and aboat four bun* 
dred and eighty Virginia Militia, ezcludve of 
officers, to reinforce a detachment of artillery, 
stationed with two twenty fonr and four riz 
pounders on the west tide of the island. 
Oaptiin Tarbell's ftlleen gnn boats were also 
moored In the best position for contribating 
to the defence of the post" It will thus be 
leen that very formidable preparations for the 
defonce of this port were adopted, and tba 
following despatch from Admhal Warren to 
Ur Oroker announcing the fitilure of the at* 
tack on Graney Island will not wholly be 
anprepared for. 

Hvm Admiral Warren to Mr. Oroktr. 
San Domingo, Hampton-roads, 

Chesapeake, June 34, ISIS. 
Sn, — I request yon will Inform their lor^ 
ships, that, fhun the information received of 
the enemy's fbrtifrlng Oraney Island, and It 
bitng necessary to obtain possessiOQ of that 
place, to enable the Ughi ships and TMsela to 
proceed up the narrow channd tomrdi 
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Norfolk, to transport the troops over on that 
side for them to attack the new fort and lines 
In the rear of which the Constellation frigate 
was anchored, I directed the troops under 
&T Sydney Beckwith to he landed upon the 
•ontinent within the nearest point to that 
place, and a reinforcement of seamen and 
marines from the ships ; hut upon approaching 
the island, from the extreme shoal ness of the 
water on the sea side, and the difBculty of 
getting across from the land, as well as the 
island itself being fortified with a number of 
guns and men from the frigate and militia, 
and flanked by fifteen gun-boats, I considered, 
in consequence of the representation of the 
•fflcer commanding the troops, of the difficulty 
of their passing OTer from the land, that the 
pfviseyering in the attempt would cost more 
men than the numlyer with as would permit,, 
as the other forts must have been stormed 
before the frigate and dock-yard could have 
been destroyed; I therefore ordered the 
troops to be re-embarked. 

I am happy to say, the loss in the above 
aflUr, (reioms of which are enclosed) has not 
been considerable, and only two boats 8unk« 

I have to regret, that Captain Hanshett^ of 



sending boats, in broad-day-light, to feel their 
way to the shore, over shoals and mud 
banks, and that in the teeth of a very formi- 
dable battery.—* But still had the veil of 
darkness been allowed to screen the boats 
from view, and an hour of the night chosen, 
when the tide had covered the shoals with 
deep water, the same little party might have 
carried the batteries, and a defeat as disgrace- 
ful to those that caused, as honorable to 
those that suffered in it, been converted into 
a victory. As it was the victory at Graney 
Island, dressed up to advantage in the Ameri* 
can Official account, and properly commeutedi 
bn by the Gbvempient editors, was hailed-. 
throughout the Union as a glorious triamph 
fit for Americans to achieve.'* 

We fiilly concede with many of Jum^^ 
objections^ especially as to the injudicieiiVMci 
lection of open daylight and an ebb tide. . Aad^ 
ilthough the particulars of the casualties ice. 
tot given in Admiral Wan en's despatch, yet 
Other, sources show thai it was precise^- to 
these causes that the failure was to be.attsin 
i)uted. 

. In the first place there was an open pandt 
of boats and an unwonted bustle round 'flMT* 



His Majesty's ship Diadem, who volunteered British vessels ; This was of course not 



served by the enemy,, who thus had. 
Iifibrded. to them to mature their plana. 4)C 
defence. In the second place the first part. 
of the cxpeditipn of some seventeen or eigb* 
teen boats with about eight hundred ttcU^ 
tinder Sir Sydney Beckwith, was landed da* 
place called Peg's point, an untenable pssft" 
iioBi and from whence a movement^ lAAopr't 
^ort of the main body, could not be made* 
Afler remaining in this position for aoat 
time, the troops were rc-cmbarked and i^ 



his services, and led the division of boats with 

great gallantry, was severely wonnded by a 

ball in the thigh. 

The officers and men behaved with much 

bravery and if it had been possible to have 

got at the enemy, I am persuaded would have 

soon gained the place. 

I have the honor to be, tt, 

J. B; WAI«EN. 
J. W. Croker, Esq. 

A return of officers, seamen, and marinesy 

belonging to His Majesty's ships, killed, I turned to the fleet The actual attack 

wonnded, and missing, in the attack on Unaide by a^ body about equtUy strongiM 4111^ 

Craney Island, June 22d. first divisiony and we would obaeFve: 

Killed, none — wounded, eight — ^missing, 
ten. 
Return of land fbrces' kflled, wounded, and 

missing, in same attack; 

Kitted, six^^wounded, shrteeft-^-inssing, 
one hundred and four. 

Tho policy of making this attack has been 
very much questioned, and some of James* 
objections appear to have a considerabto show 

of^ nuorn He- says, *' There can- be c/tAy on raloiir, not n ambers; wMch we eas 
oas.iOflsioi^i. Mvelyv. abent tfas mmdbmjaf\imcmmUi 



that it was noade contrary to the opinioiiaad^ 
advice of Captains Hansbett, Maude, and. 
RomiltJ^, however, overruled by the dedtfoe 
of Captain Perchell, the senior officer, ft 
will. thus be seen that, the commandio^ pflhsr 
had just half the force he calculated on,Af:T 

*Erere James indulges in a bit of. the psfdoli 
ic, about British baaing thtsir hopes of 
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Um demooBtnttkiii, a &ct that must not be 
fofgotteo when we come to eomptre Ameri- 
can aocoonta. From the shallowneeB of the 
water, the tide being out, some of the boats 
got aground on a mud baitk some hundred 
9Md fidj yards from the muzzles of the guns 
■Mfined by the Constellation's men. In this 
position it is not very wonderful that two 
of the boats were sunk and many of the 
€taW8 kHled^ especially when we add that 
the boats were ashore so close to the beach 
that the American Marines and Militia, by 
wttding in a short distance, could pick off the 
mMi while struggling in the water. Admiral 
Warren's wording of his despatch is about as 
aksord as some of the American accounts. 
The Admiral slurs over the real reasons why 
^ hal me6 were obliged to abandon the enter- 
prise,- but it would have been much more cre- 
ditable if he had confessed honestly that the 
attack, injudiciously planned, was a total 
fiulure. His account, glossing over the affair, 
diffiars so widely firom those of American 
writers that the reader is tempted to enquire 
farther, and the consequence is, that the Ad- 
' miral is convicted of the very fault with whidi 
we charge — ^Thompson, O^Ck)nnor, Smith and 
IigersoL 

We have fairly stated the British force, 
and their loss; we will now examine the 
American version of the afiair. One* makes 
ike British force, that landed in firont of tlie 
Island battery, consist of four thousand men, 
but forgetting shortly after his i*andom figures, 
in the next page he states ** that three thou- 
sand British soldiers, sailors and marines were 
opposed to four hundred and eighty Virginia 
militia, and one hundred and fifty sailors and 
marines^'' Mr. O^Connor reduces the force 
ai Crane/ Island to fifteeen hundred men> 
only thus doubling them, but to make his 
CMntry some amends for this, he qoadroplss 
tbslbrcs that landed oa the mak^ stating 
Umb at three thousand strong. Oomanodore 
Otesin in a postcript to one of his letters 
adopts the same number, and even Ingersol, 
irfM from baring been the latest writer has 
had more opportunity afforded of learning 
tha troth, falls into the same error and makes 
tka British troops twenty-five hundred strongr 



It is also note worthy thst in not one of the 
accounts is there one allusion to the boats 
having grounded, the sole cause of the failure, 
as experience had proved that the militia 
could not be depended on in an attack by re- 
guhtf troops. The Niagara frontier soiB- 
ciently proves the correctness of this sssertion. 
Armstrong's account differs considerably from 
the others, but even he iklls into a mlstaket. 
He states, ** the disposable force of the enemy 
was dirided into two corps, one of which, em^ 
barked into boats, and carried directly to its 
object, attempted to make good a descent 
on the northern side of the Island ; while th^ 
otlier landed on the main, and anaiUng it$df 
of a iJioal, uohieh^ at lawteater^ wu fordaSkU 
hy infantry^ forced its way to the western 
side. Tho(ugh made with a considerable d^ 
gree of steadiness, both attacks failed. 

The mistake, made in this paragraph; is 
that the troops crossed from the main Umd 
to the Island, and took part in the attack. 
That this was not the case is certain flnom 
the &ct that the other writers, whose vari* 
ous accounts we have been criticising, make 
no mention of a fact which would assuredly 
not have been lost sight of by them, desirooi 
as they were of making as great a parade ol 
national valor as possible. 

Looking at the descent on Craney Island 
in the most favorable light it can be regarded 
in no other light than as a badly planned de- 
monstration, to be regretted for two reasonsf- 
— one, the loss of life and honor to the 
British — the other, that an opportunity was 
afforded to American writers of asserting that 
the attack on Hampton and the ontragei 
committed there were in reven|re for thif 
failure at Craney Island. 

We have alr^idy stated that Urge bodies 
of troop had been collected in and around 
Norfolk, and as it was supposed that a consid* 
arable body was stationed at Hampton, it was 
resolved that an attack should be made on that 
post; accordingly, on the night of the 26tb 
of June, about two thousand men, under the 
command of Sir Sidney Beckwith, in a di- 
vision of boats, covered by the Mohawk Sloop, 
landed^ and, after som^ resistance carriad by 
stontt the enemy's defences. 

The two despatches from admiral WaMn 
and Sfr Sydney Beekwith will belbund to^on^ 
taift all nsbssstty ([MMeufaM Of llMl M«Mlr, 
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differing bat little, in theee points from Ame* 
doin aoeounts. 

San Domingo, Hampton-roads, Ghesapeake, 
June 27th, 1818. 

SiB,«»I request to inform their lordships, 
that the enemy having a post at Hampton, 
defended bj a considerable corps, command- 
ing the communication between the upper 
part of the country and Norfolk ; I considered 
{t advisable, and ?rith a view to cut off their 
resources, to direct it to be attacked by the 
troops compomng the flying corps attached 
to this squadron ; and having instructed rear- 
admiral Cockbum to conduct the naval part 
of the expedition, and placed captain Pechell 
with the Mohawk sloop and launches, as a 
covering force, under his orders, the troops 
were disembarked with the greatest zeal and 
alacrity. 

Sir Sydney Beckwith commanding the 
troops, having most ably attacked and defeat- 
ed the enemy's force, and took their guns, 
colours, and camp, I refer their lordships to 
the quarter-master-general*s report, (which is 
endosed,) and that will explain the gallantry 
and behaviour of the several officers and men 
employed upon this occasion, and I trust will 
eptitle them to the &vour of his royal high* 
ness the prince regent, and the lord's com- 
missioners of the Admiralty. 

Sir Sydney Beckwith having reported to 
me that the defences of the town were entirely 
d^troyed, and the enemy completely dts. 
persed in the neighbourhood, I ordered the 
troctps to be re-embarked, which was perform- 
ed with the utmost good order by several 
officers of the squadron undef the orders of 
rear*admiral Oockbum. 

I have the honour to be, 
JOHN BORLASE WARREN- 
John Wilson Croker, Esq. 

No. 16. 

?Vvm quarter -master -general Sir Sydney 
JBecJnoith to Admiral Warren, 

His majesty's ship San Domingo, Hampton- 
roads, June 28, 1813. 

Sir, — I have the honour to report to youi 
that in compliance with your orders to attack 
the enemy in town and camp at Hampton, 
the troops under my command were put into 
li£^l Sidling vessels and boati^ during the 



night of the 26th instant, and by the excellent 
arrangements of rear-admiral Cockbum, who 
was pleased in person to superintend the 
advance under lieutenant- colonel Napier, con- 
sisting of the 102d regiment, two companies 
of Canadian Chasseurs, three companies of 
marines from the squadron, with two 6- 
pounders from the marine aitillery, were 
landed half an hour before daylight the next 
morning, about two miles to the westward of 
the town, and the royal marine battalions, 
under lieutenant - colonel Williams, were 
brought on shore so expeditiously that the 
column was speedily enabled to move forward. 

With a view to turn the enemy's positioii, 
our march was directed towards the great 
road, leading from the country into the rear 
of the town. Whilst the troops moved off in 
this direction, rear-admiral Cockbum, to eo* 
gage the enemy's attention, ordered the armed 
launches and rocket-boats to commence a fire 
upon their batteries; this succeeded so com* 
pletely, that the head of our advanced guard 
had cleared a wood, and were already on the 
enemy's flank before our approach was per* 
ceived. They then moved from their camp to 
their position in rear of the town, and here 
they were vigorously attacked by lieutenant 
colonel Napier, and the advance; unable to 
stand which, they continued their march to 
the rear of the town, when a detachment, 
under lieutenant-colonel Willams, conducted 
by captain Powell, assistant-quarter-master- 
general, pushed through the town, and forced 
their way across a bridge of planks into the 
enemy's encampment, of which, and the bat> 
teries immediate possession was gained. In 
the mean time some artillerymen stormed and 
took the enemy's remaining field-piece& 

Enclosed I have the honour to transmit a 
return of ordnance taken. Lieutenant-colooel 
Willitms will have the honour of delivering to 
you a stand of colours of the 68th regiment, 
James city light infantry, and one of the first 
battalion 86th regiment The exact numbers of 
the enemy it is difficult to ascertain. 

From the woody country, and the strength 
of their positions, our troops have sustained 
some loss ; that of the enemy was very ood- 
siderable — every exertion was made to collaol 
the wounded Americans, who were attended 
to by a surgeon of their own, and by tho 
British surgeons, who performed ampatatioBi 
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on 8Qdi M raqoired it, and afforded every a»- 
riflUnce in their power. The dead bodies of 
such as eould be collected, were also careMly 
boried. 

I beg leave on this occssion to express the 
obligations I owe to lieutenant-colonel Napier, 
and lieutenant-colonel Williams, for their kind 
and able assistance ; to major Malcolm and 
captain Smith, and all the oflQcers and men, 
whose zeal and spirited conduct entitle them 
to mj best acknowledgements. 

SYDNEY BECKWITH, Q. M. G. 

Return of ordnance stores taken. 
' Four twelvo-pounders in camp. 

Three six-pounders do. 

Three artillery waggons and horses. 

Ri^tum o: the killed and wounded. — Five 
killed, twenty-three wounded and ten missing. 

James* observations on this affair are worth 
attention as he does not attempt to conceal 
the fact, that acts of rapine and violence were 
committed, unauthorized by the laws of legit- 
imate warfare. James writes, ** The Foreign 
renegadoes (les Chasseurs Britaniques) form- 
ing part of the advanced force, commenced 
perpetrating upon the defenceless inhabitants 
acts of rapine and violence which unpitying 
custom has, in some degree, rendered inse- 
parable from places that have been carried by 
storm, but which are as revolting to human 
nature, as they are disgraceful to the flag 
which would sanction them. The instant 
these circumstances of atrocity reached the 
ears of the British commanding ofQcer, orders 
were given to search for, and bring in all 
the Cha'^seurs,** which vras done. 

It will be as well to remark in palliation of 
this, that, immediately after the storming of 
Hampton, the Commander of the Chasseurs, 
Captain Smith, waited on the Commander- 
in-Chief, and informed him that his men, on 
being remonstrated with respecting their out- 
rageous conduct, declared it to be their inten- 
tion to giye no quarter to Americans, in con- 
sequence of their comrades having been so 
cruelly shot at whilst struggling in the water, 
and unarmed, before the batteries at Craney 
Island. The Admiral on learning from Cap- 
tain Smith his conviction, that his men would 
act as they had declared they would, was 
compelled, although short of troops, to em- 
bark and send them from the American coast 

We do not pretend to extenuate the ex- 



cesses committed, and deplore as heartily as 
any American that such should have occur- 
red, still we most point out that these grave 
errors were but the fruit of tho seed which 
Americans themselves had sown ; besides, we 
can adduce from their own journals dear proof 
that, although many excesses occurred^ still 
these actions have been grossly exaggerated 
by their historians. The Qeorgetown Federal 
Republican f of July 7th, a journal published 
under the very eye of the Gk>vemment at 
Washington, testifies ** that the statement of 
the women of Hampton being violated by the 
British, turns out to be fidse. A correspon- 
dence upon that subject and the pillage said 
to have been committed there, has taken place 
between General Taylor and Admiral Warren. 
Some plunder appears to have been commit- 
ted, but it was confined to the Chasseurs. 
Admiral Warren complains, on his part, of 
the Americans having continued to fire upon 
the struggling crews of the barges, after they 
were sunk.** 

It might have been expected that, when 
penning their violent philippics against Bri* 
tish cruelty and atrocity, this testimony would 
have had some weight with the denouncers 
of Admiral Cockbum and his men, but we 
regret to be compelled to state that in no 
American history firom which we quote, nor 
in any other, that we have seen or heard of, 
does this exculpation of the British appear. 

Admiral Warren, having effectually suc- 
ceeded in annihilaticg the trade along the 
whole coast of the Chesapeake Bay, dispatch- 
ed Admiral Cockbum, in the Sceptre 74, with 
the Romulus, Fox and Nemesis all armiU^en 
flute to Ocracock, in North Carolina, for the 
purpose of striking a blow on the commerce 
carried on in the adjacent pcrts. On the 12th 
of July the expedition arrived off Ocracock, 
and preparations for landing were promptly 
arranged. On the morning of the 18th the 
troops were embarked under the command of 
Lieutenant Westphall, first of the Sceptre, 
and making for shore, after some oppodtion 
succeeded in capturing two privateers, the 
Atlas of Philadelphia, of ten guns, and the 
Anaconda of New York, of 18 long nines. 
These vessels took possession of^ the troops 
landed, and without opposition entered Ports- 
mouth. The destruction of the two letters of 
marque having been accomplished, Admint 
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Opckburn re-embarked his men, finding that 
bat few pobUo s^i^es were contained j(n the 
place, and that the inhabitants appeared 
peaceably disposed and disinclined to draw on 
themselves the chastisement which had at- 
tended the resistance made by some of the 
Tillages on the Chesapeake Bay. 

The operations of the Southern Squadron 
were completed by the descent on Portsmouth 
and the British Admiral was satisfied that 
he had inflicted a blow on American com- 
merce, which it would require years of pros- 
perity to repair. In point of fact the great 
outlet by which American commerce found a 
passage had been hermetically sealed and the 
commerce of Delaware and Maryland, Virgi- 
nia and North Carolina, may be said to have 
been virtually extinguished. We will accord- 
ingly once more change the scene and again 
visit the Canadas. 
We now transport the reader from a Southern 
June to a Canadian December, when we find 
Lieutenant Mdtcalf and twenty- eight militia 
capturing thirty -nine regulars, near Chatham. 
This exploit was but trifling, yet it is note 
worthy as it proved that General Harrison's 
occupation of the western penipsula had but 
served to infuse fresh spirit, and to render the 
opposition more determined. General Drum- 
.mond was so satisfied with the gallantry dis- 
played by Lieutenant Metcalfe, that he pro- 
moted him. 

Another circumstance, which, however, 
wap to be expected, must here be noticed No 
American has thought it necessary to mention 
this little expedition, although we hear nu- 
merous instances of more trifling affi^irs being 
duly chronicled. This, however, would have 
reflected no credit, hence the universal silence. 
The next affair was an attempt made by Cap- 
tain Lewis Basden, commanding the light 
company of the 89th, and a detachment of 
the Rangers and Kent militia, under the com* 
mand of Captain Caldwell, to check the inva- 
sion of the Americans along the Detroit and 
Lake Erie Shores. General Armstrong gives 
rather a lengthy account of this jnroad of the 
Americans, and observes, ** having a worth- 
less object, it ought not to have been adopted. 
For of what importance to the United States 
would have been the capture or destruction 
of a blockhouse, in the heart of an enemy's 
country more than one hundred miles distant 



49091 IfaB fimtier, ia«i4 which, if .hel4, would 
have been diffiQult to sustain, and, if dff- 
troyed, easily Deinstated.*' The Amerioaai 
hearing of the approach of the British partgr 
retreated, but were compelled to make a a^nd, 
which they did intrenching thenwelves so 
effectually that their assailants were compel- 
led to retreat with a loss of sixty-five kjUed 
and wounded, amongst them Lieut Baaden. 
As a proof of the sheltered posijUon of M^ 
Americans we may mention that their fofls 
only amounted to four killed and four 
wounded. The demonstration had, howeyer, 
the effect of compelling the Amerio^AS to 
abandon any further ac.vance and to retreat 
as fast as they could. Colonel Butler, the 
originator cf the expedition, has written rather 
an exaggerated account of it to General Har 
risen, and he has not failed to reduce Ameri- 
cans by twenty in number, adding at the 
same time about forty to the British* His 
letter will, however, speak for itself :-*- 

Dear Sir — 
By Lieutenant Shannon, of the 27tfa Regt, 
United States* infantry, I have the honor of 
informing you, that a detachment of thf 
troops under my command, led by QaptMH 
Holmes, of the 24th United States* iufaatxy, 
has obtf^i^ed a signal victpry qver the 
enemy. 

The afi^ took place on the 4th instaot, 
about 100 miles from this place, on the Tvwt 
de French. Our force consisted of po mora 
than 160 Rangers and mounted infantry. The 
enemy, from their own acknowledgement^ 
had about 240. The fine light company of 
the Royal Scots is totally destroyed ; they 
led the attack most gallantly, and their corn* 
mander fell within ten paces of our front 
line. The light company of the 89th has 
also suffered severely ; one officer of tM 
company fell, one is a prisoner, and another 
is said to be badly wounded. 

In killed, wounded, and prisoners, the en* 
emy lost about 80, whilst on our part there 
were but four killed, and four wounded. 
This great disparity in the loss on each side 
is to be attributed to the very judicious posi- 
tion occupied by Captain Holmes, who com* 
pelled the enemy to attack him at great dis- 
advantage. This even, more gallantly merits 
the laurel 
Capjbain Holmes has just returned, and will 
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tei^Bh *d«tiUl6diu»ount of the ezpediUoD, 
mMAk /flfaall immtdkiely lie tmuinitted to 
ifon. 

Very respectftdlj, 

Your moirt obedient Servant, 
H. BUTLER, 
Lieut-Col. Commandant at Detroit 
M(for-Qeneral Harrison, 
ibemy's fotees, «a stated by the fMriaonera 
Boyal Soots, 101 

89tfti Regiment, 45 

.Mflitia, ta 

40 to^ 
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-We tare rather at a less to gueaa whether 
the-infoniiation, as to force was gained from 
4he one wounded man who fell into Captain 
iHobnes' hands. The return made by the 
Biitiahy shows a loss of fifty-ieTen instead 
•f eighty killed and wounded, and the only 
yii OB er was a volunteer, who, poor lellow, 
.had -01^ just joined and could «oarcely be 
-expected to have bad much time to feam 
::|Muiicii)arB as to force. 

Again we must, for ai short space, leave the 
west and follow the movement to farther east. 
We must not omit, however, to chronicle a 
'.mistake into which Major General Browne 
led, and which must hove tended, mate- 
r, to lower American Commanders in the 
estimation of tbeir men. 

Wilkinson's memoirs show clearly, as ex- 
ipbuned by a letter of General Armstrong, of 
;date the 20th Januaiy, that it was contem- 
:phtted to open the campaign of 18 H by a 
pretended demonstration in the Upper Cana- 
dian peninsula. A twofold object was to be 
secamplished by this, as to deiend the fron- 
tier ports along the Niagara would require 
rthe union of aD the troops in Western Canada, 
and it would be rendered difficult, if not im- 
fvossible, to make any demonstrations against 
Amherstburg, Detroit, or the shipping at Erie 
and Put- in-bay. Again, this attack would 
fprevent the possibility ot ai^ re-inforoements 
being sent to the lower Province, in case at- 
tacks should be contemplated on Kingston, 
ilontreal, or Quebec 

The real orders to General Browne, were, 
'' you will immediately consult with Commo- 
dore Ohatuncey, about the readiness of the 
ISor a descant on Kingatoo, the moment 



the ioe leaves the hike. If he deems it prso* 
iieable, and you thiakyou have troops enough 
to carry it, yon will attempt the expedition. 
In such an event, you wHl use the endosed 
as a ttue de gunre.** 

The instrucdeos to be used in tins manner 
were " puUic senthnents will no longer tole- 
rate the possession of Fort Niagara by the 
enemy. You will therefore move the division 
which you brought from French Mills, and 
invest that post Governor Jenkins will oa- 
operate with his five thousand militia ; 
and Colonel Scott, who is to be made a briga- 
dier, will join you. You will receive your fn- 
structions at Onondaga hollow.** Poor Gen- 
eral Browne, knowing that he would hate 
to wait for some months ere the fieet could 
move, was induced to mistake the real object 
of attack, and accordingly marched forthwith 
his troops, two thousand strong from Sacketfs 
Harbour westward, to the point where he was 
to receive his instructions ; here he was un- 
oeceived and had to march back again through 
the most wretched roads to Beckett's Harbour. 
This marching and countermarching coidd not 
have inspired much confidence in the minds 
of the soldiery, when the time for action in 
the western peninsula really dM arrive. 

During all this time General Wilkinson had 
been at Plattsburg nursing his wrath against 
the Canadians and British for the reception 
whidi they had accorded to him in his expe- 
dition down the St Lawrence. Finding it 
impossible, we presume, to restrain his desire 
for revenge, the General, on the 19th March, 
advanced with his army from Plattsburg to 
Swanton, Vermont, near to Missisquoi Bay, 
on Lake Champlain. On the 22d the (Gen- 
eral crossed the boundary and took possession 
of Philipsburg, a village just within the lines. 
On the 26th, ^e General re-crossed the lake 
for the purpose of striking a blow in another 
and more favorable direction, and we find 
him on the 29th, at the heal of four thousand 
men holding a council of war to deliberate on 
an attack to be made on a British force sla- 
tionedat LaOolleMill, about eight miles from 
Champlain. We here give the proceedings 
of the council, and the general order, which 
was the result of these deliberations. 
Minutes of a council of war held at (Tham- 
plain the 2l9th of March, 1814. 

Present— BisigadierrgeBeral Haeomb^ brig- 
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adiergeneral Bissell, brigadier-general Smith, 
eolonel Atkinson, colonel Miller, colonel Gum* 
nings, major Pitts, major Totten. 

Major-general Wilkinson states to the coun- 
cil, that, from the best information he can 
collect, the enemy has assembled at the Isle 
aux Noiz and La CoUe Mill 2500 men, com- 
posed of about 2000 regular troops and 600 
militia, of whom, after leaving a garrison of 
200 men at Isle aux Noix, 1800 regulars and 
500 militia may be brought into action. The 
corps of the United States, now at this place^ 
consists of 8999 combatants, including 100 
cavalry, and 804 artillerists, with 1 1 pieces of 
artillery. The objects of the enemy are un- 
known, and the two corps are separated nine 
miles. Under these circumstances the major 
general submits the following questions for 
the consideration and opinion of the council* 

First — Shall we attack the enemy? and in 
such case do the council approve the order of 
march and battle hereunto aanexed, with the 
general order of the day ? 

Second — When and by what route shall 
the attaek be made, on the plan of the inter- 
mediate country hereunto annexed? 

Third— Shall a single attack be made with 

our force combined ; or shall two attacks be 

made ; or shall we feint on the right by the 

^ shore of the Sorel, or to the left by Odell's 

mill, to favour the main attack ? 

The general will be happy to adopt any ad- 
rant ageous change which may be proposed 
by the coimcil, or be governed by their 
opinions. 

The council is of opinion, that the light 
troops should cover a reconnoissance towards 
La Colle Mill ; and if it is found practicable, 
the position shoiild be attacked, and the ene- 
my's works destroyed ; that the whole army 
move to support the light troops; that the 
order of battle is approved, and the manner 
and mode of attack must be left entirely with 
the commanding general. 

Alex. Macomb, 
Th. a. Smfth, 

D. BiSSELL, 
R. PURDY, 

James Miller, 
T. H. Prrrs, 
H. Atkinson, 
Joseph G. Totten. 
Under ensting drcomstaoces my opinion 



is, that we go is far as La CoUe MOl, desig- 
nated in the map, to meet the enemy t]i«rB» 
and destroy their block-house and tlie mOl in 
which they are quartered. 

M. Smith, ool. 29th in£ 
No. 18. 



American general order of the 29th q^ 

Head-quarters, Champlain, 29th March, 1814. 

The army will enter Canada to-morrow to 
meet the enemy, who has approached in force 
to the vicinity of the national line of demar- 
cation ; the arms and ammunition are there- 
fore to be critically examined, and the men 
completed to 60 rounds. The commanding 
oflQcers of corps and companies will be hM 
responsible for the exact fulfilment of this ear 
sential order. The troops to be completed to 
four days* cooked provisions, exclusive of iht 
present ; and it is recommended to the gentle- 
men in commission to make the same proviaon. 
No baggage will be taken forward, excepting 
the bedding of the officers. Let every officer, 
and eyery man, take the resolution to return 
victorious, or not at all : for, with double the 
force of the enemy, this army must not give 
ground. 

Brigadier-general Macomb having joined 
with his command, the formation of the troops 
must necessarily be modified. They are there- 
fore to be formed into three brigades; the first, 
under general Macomb, conrasting of his pres- 
ent command, with the addition of colonel M. 
Smith's consolidated regiment; second and 
third, under the command of brigadier-general 
Smith and Bissell, consisting of the troops 
already consigned to them. The order of 
march and battle will be furnished the briga- 
dier-generals, and commanding officers of reg- 
iments, by the adjutant- general. 

The transport permit will be immediately' 
returned for, and distributed by, regimenta 

On the march, when approaching the ene- 
my, or during an action, the men are to be 
profoundly silent, and will resolutely execute 
the commands they may receive from the offi- 
cers. In every movement which may be made, 
the ranks are to be unbroken, and there must 
be no running forward or shouting. An offi- 
cer will be posted on the right of each platoon, 
and a tried serjeant will form a supernumer- 
ary rank, and will instantly put to death any 
man who goes back. This formation is to 
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lain place by regiments and brigftdee, in the 
tbe eoone cf the day, when tiie oiBoers are 
16 be potted. 

Let every man perfectly undentand his 
place; and let all bear in mind what they owe 
to thefar own honor and to a belored country, 
contending fi>r its righte, and its rery inde- 
pendence as a nation. 

The oiBoers most be careful that the men 
do not throw away their amunition : one de- 
Iflierate shot being worth half a dozen hurried 
«kes ; and they are to give to the troops the 
example of courage in OTery exigency which 
may happen. 

In battle there must be no contest for rank 
or station, but e? ery corps must march prompt- 
ly and directly to the spot, which it may be 
direeted to occupy. The troops will be under 
arms at reveill^e to-morrow morning, and will 
be ready to march at a moment's warning. — 
All orders from the adjutant and inspector- 
general's department; from captain Rees, as- 
aiBtantr-deputj-quarter-mastei^-general; and 
m^or Lush and captain Nourse, extra aides 
do camp to general Wilkinson, will be respec- 
ted as coming from the commanding general 
himself. Signed, by order, 

W. CuMxiNGS, adj. gen. 

We have on several occasions been remmd- 
^ of the old saying, mantes parturiunt na9- 
eUur ridicului mu8^ when chronicling the 
aayings {not dtnnga^ of American comman- 
ders, but in no instance have we found more 
ridioulous results following inflated profes- 
dons. The proclamation breathed the very 
wpirii of valour, and the orders to conquer or 
to die were most explicit. A retreat was not 
to be thought o( and in case any craven spirit 
should exist amongst the four thousand, (save 
one,) breasts animated with Wilkinsonian ar- 
dour, (perhaps as James has it " <u an addi- 
tional atimulus to glory ^^) a picked man was 
chosen to whom instructions were given to 
put to death '* any man who goes back." — 
What could promise more fairly for the anni- 
hilation of the twenty-three hundred British- 
ers. One is almost forced to believe that this 
proclamation had been drawn up under the 
supervision of the Cabinet at Washington. — 
Let us examine, however, before following the 
steps of the heroes who had just set out, 
tiirough snow and mud, on the fourth inva- 
sion of Canada^ how the case really stood. — 



For this purpose a passage from James will be 
sufficient: — 

" At St John's, distant about fourteen mfles 
fh>m the Isle aux Noix, and twenty-one from 
La GoUe river were stationed under the com- 
mand of lieutenant colonel Sir William WO* 
liams, of the 13th regiment, sixbatalion comr 
panics of that regiment, and a battalion of Ca- 
nadian militia; numbering altogether, about 
seven hundred and fifty rank and file. At Isle 
aux Noix, where lieutenant colonel Richard 
Williams, of the Royal marines, commanded, 
were stationed the chief part of a battalion of 
that corps, and the two flank companies of 
the 1 8th regiment ; in all about five hundred 
and fifty rank apd file. The garrison of La 
Colle Mill, at which major Handcock, of the 
13 th regiment, commanded, consisted of about 
seventy of the marine corps, one corporal, and 
three marine artillerymen, captain Blake's 
company of the 13th regiment, and a small 
detachment of frontier light infantry under 
captain Ritter; the whole not exceeding one 
hundred and eighty rank and file. At Whit* 
man^s, on the left bank of the Richelieu, dis- 
tanced about two miles fronv the Mill, and 
communicating with Isle aux Noix, was the 
renuuning battalion company of the Canadian 
fencibles, under captain Cartwright, and a 
battalion company of Voltigeurs were stationed 
at Burtonville, distant two miles up La Colle 
river, and where there had been a bridge, by 
which the direct road into the province pas- 
sed." 

On a review of these numbers it will be 
found that there were not altogether more 
than seventeen hundred and fifty regulars and 
militia within a circle of twenty- five miles in 
diameter, yet general Wilkinson in the esti- 
mate presented to the council numbers the 
troops at Isle aux Noix, and La Colle, alonci 
at twenty five hundred and fifty, and design 
nates them all as regular troops with the ex- 
ception of two companies. Before entering 
on the expedition we will give a description 
of this famous post against which four thou- 
sand valiant Americans were marching. 

The Mill at La Colle was built of stone 
with walls about eighteen inches thick, hav- 
ing a wooden or shingled roof, and consisting 
of two stories. It was in size about thirty- 
six feet by fifty, and situate on the south 
bank of La Colle river; which was then fro 
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oyer neartj to its moalb, or jonctiM wilfa 
the Richelieu, from which the MiH wm dbout 
4bnt quarters of a mBe difitoBt The Mill 
h§d heeo placed fai a aUte ol Meace^ bj fil- 
fi«g op the wiodoers with logs, leoTiog hori- 
xostal ioterstiesB to fire throogh. On the 
Borlh bank of the river, « tittie to the right of 
theMUl, and with which it is oommanioated 
hj a wooden bridge, waa a small hoose, 
^oooferted into a block house, bj being «ir- 
tonnded with a breast-work of log& In the 
repr of this temporarj bk>dL hooae was a 
large bam, to which nothing had been dene, 
•nd which was not eren mo^cet proot The 
Ibceadth of the deared ground, to 'he sooth- 
mud of the Mill, was about two hondred, 
«Bd that to the northward, about one hundred 
jaids, bot in the flanks the woods were much 
Bearer. The reader has now befiore him the 
poskion and strength of the Mill, the number 
oftroops available for its defence, and the 
IMmber of the assailants. These points then 
haing been settled, we wiU accompany Creneral 
WiUdnson on that march whidi was to result 
in Tictory or death. 

The Americsns oommenoed the expedition 
bf setting out in a wrong direction, and 
instead of La Golle found themaelTes at Bur- 
tosriye, where they attadced and drove in a 
■nan piquet This mistake disooveied, the 
march was resumed but again in a wrong di- 
vsctioa. At last, however, they got on the 
main road near Odelltown, about three mOes 
from La Colle. This road was found almost 
impaflsable for the troops, in consequence of 
the trees on efther side having been foiled, 
sad before the march could be pursued, the 
nxeHDoen were compelled to cut up and remove 
4lie obstmction. While this operation was 
going on, a piquet sent forward by Major 
Bsndcock, opened a severe fire and killed 
and wounded several men. At last, however, 
the Mill was reached and by half-past one in 
the afternoon the American commander had 
invested the fortress with his nearly foor 
thoQsand men. As the Qeneral very natu- 
rally expected that the one hundred and 
eighty men who composed the garrison, would 
attempt to escape, sLk hundred, under Colonel 
Mills, were sent across in rear of the Mille, 
to cut off all chance of a retreat A heavy 
Are was then opened from an 18-12 and 6 
penodor batteiy, also from n 0| inchhowift- 




By this time the tiwo fiank 
of the nth hnd arrived at the oocne 
and a gallant diarge was made by . ^ 
the battery, bnt the overpowering fim Ae 
up coinpdled them to retreat and 
river. A second diarge was now 
the Fenctbles and the Voitigeorsi 
remnant of the two companies of thoM ' ; 
This diarge was so vigorous that the 
rymen were driven from their guns 
were only saved from capture by the 
fire of the in&ntry. The evidence 
gaUaatiy of the British and Canadiana 
tunately to be found in the 
General Wilkinson's court martiaL 
nanuColond McPherson who 



the ariiHery, deposed on that oocasian A 
" the ground was disputed inch by infl( 



our advance to the n^ ; and the 
the enemy, that day, was distingoiAirik I 
df^perate bravery. As an instance 
pany made « diarge on oar artiUery, 
thesame instant, received its fire, mil MMJ 
two brigades of infantry." LieotenaaMI 
Totten, of the Engineers, and Briga^nnCi 
eral BisaeU might both be alsodtodasM 
ing the same te^^imony. Def^pite, hOMMl 
this gallantry, it became apparent to Ml 
Handcock that fivUier attempts on the 
in the teeth of such overwhelming 
in numbers, would be but to 
able lives, the men were accordingly l4 
drawn to act on the defensive. Here eM|H 
correct a statement made by General 
son, in his trial, viz., that he had to 
against not only Captain Pring's two 
but also two gun-boats at the badd€V 
miO. We assert on the authority off 
and Wilkinson^ own memoirs, (vol S, p 
that not one American officer stated 
uf the kind, and that Cok>nd Totten wm 
positivdy ''that the fire trom the 3§ 
boats was perfectly useless, fifty or a b 
feet above their heads.** 

It was by this time about dusk, but 
the fire of the l>esieged had slackei 
want of powder, the enemy made no 
to carry the Mill by storm, but retirBdl 
the fiekL Thus ended the fourth 
sion of Canada. 

Itwonld almost seem impossible 

historian, however unprindpled to _ ..^ ^^ 

thiialbir in-ony other light than as nn^ 
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I body, but nothing, it 
) ^ t^M) difficult for true patriots, 
I kl t\ to place Ihcir country ID the mOft 
i\ ,\ :ht. Accordingly wo find Messrs. 
' ^ O'Connor and Smith expUining 

^ \ "^ noothing the Ikitare of the kttack 
I r \ '' fikilfiil hands, the affair almost 

^\ f^\^ * character of a \ictorj. Mr. 
> ^ \}ntends that the enemy must not 

r i to claim a victory because cir- 

Mk "eo/usurred to render it nearly 

\ ^. a drict him from hii emoardly 
r ,| ' V Instead of one hundred and 

_ I T* Smith places two thousand five 

L » ' — an within the Mill, although it is 
I >\ •«« magiae how m in:uij men could 
L , ^^ i a building fifty by ihirty-Bis feet 

f, f ng that thoro were two storiea to 

"is would be somewhere about an 
e ftnd a half feet to each indi- 
i the account which haa been 
Tk 1 neceaKarily imperfect, a despatch 
B''*. ^Qf 1 Williams to Sir George Provoat, 

I ^ \ fiich will be found to bo detailed 
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satisfactory. 
tJMnt' Colonel Williamg to Sir 

k . La Colte, March 13, 181i. 

tig leave to acquaint you, that IhavE 
d from Major Bandcock, of th, 
lent, commanding at the block' 
\ 1 Colle river, n report, stating that 
r \9 on the road from Burtonvitle and 
UK loading from Odell-toi 
• Tk ' an early hour yesterday 
ifcl\\ "y '" Bi's"' fi""*^^. collected from 
^B )\ and Burlington, under the com- 
'ajnr- General Wilkinson. The at- 
Burtonvillc road was aoon over 
nemy shewed themselves on the 
he mil! that leads direct to OdoU- 
drove in a piquet stationed 
Culle, about a mite and a half 
after the enemy established 
af three guns (IB-pounders) 

this artillery they began to fire 
when Mnjor Handoock, hearing of 
of the flank companios oftho 13th 
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U kt the block-house, ordered a 



guns; whiib, howe?er, 
from the wood being so thick and 
tb men. Soon after, anoUur op- 



portuDity presented itself, when the Caaadlaii 
Cirenadier Company, aiul a company of Uw 
Voltigeurs, attempted the guns ; but the vetT 
great superiority of the enemy's numbers, bid 

the woods, proTented their taking them, 

I have to regret the loss of many brave uid 
good soldiers in these two attacks, and an 
particularly sorry to loose the servioe, for • 
short time, of Captain Ellard, of the I3ih Re- 
giment, from being wounded while gallantly 
leading his conipaiiy. The enemy withdrew 
their artillery towards night-fall, and retired, 
towards morning, from the milt, tailing thft 
road to del! -town. 

Unjor Handcock speaks m high lerms of 
obligation to Captain Ritter, of the Frontier 
Light Infantry, who, from hia knowledge of 
the country, wasof great benefiL Themarin* 
detachment, under Lieutenants Caldwell and 
Barton, the Canadian Grenadier CompsnjT, 
and the company of Voltigeurs, as well as all 
the troops employed : the Major expresaef 
himself in high terms of praise for their cw 
duct, so honourable to the f^nice. 

Major Handcock feels execcdingly indebted 
to Captain Pring, B.N., for his ready iind 
prompt assistance, in mooring up the sloops 
and gun-boats from Isle au Noii, lo the «»■ 
tiance of the La Colle river, the 6re fnm 
which wafi 80 destructive. Lieutenants Cos- 
wide and Hicks, of tlie royal navy, were most 
actively sealous in forwarding two guns froa 
the boats, and getting them up to the milL 

To Major Handcock the greatest praise i* 
due, for his most gallant defence of the mill 
against such superior numbers; and I eamesUf 
trust it will meet the approbation of hia ex* 
celloncy the Commander-in-chief of (he ForcM. 
I have the honour to transmit a li.4t of tba 
killed and wounded of the British : that of tha 
enemy, from all accounts I can noltect froH 
the inhabitants, must have been Car gmUi: 
1 have the honor to be, Sx., 

Willi AH Wiluahs, 

IJout-Col. 13th Reg,, 
commanding at St. John's. 
Ust of killed, wounded, and mixsing, in actioR 

at La Colle miU,on the SOth March, 1814 

11 rank and file, killed; I captain, 1 Bubal- 
torn, 1 sergeant, 43 rank and file, wounded ; 
i rank and file missing. 

Note — 1 Indian warrior killed, 1 woanded. 
R.B.HArooocK,M^jor. 
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.#en over nearly to its mouth, «r jiuketion with 
the Richelieu, from which the Hiill WM dbout! 
4tiree •quarters of a mile distant The ^11 
h$d beeo placed in a state of ddeftoe, bj fil- 
]iag up the windows with logs, leaviog hori- 
JOBjtal interstices to fire through. On the 
Jiorth hank of the river, -a little to the right of 
iheilill, and with which it is oommuoioated 
jbj « wooden bridge, was a small house, 
.oonverted into a block house, by beiag ma- 
COHoded with a breast-work of logs. In the 
rear of this temporary blockhouse wtas a 
laiige bam, to which nothing had beeD done, 
faod whid) was not even musket proot The 
(breadth of the cleared ground^ to rhe south- 
ward of the Mill, was about two hundred, 
that to the northward, about one hundred 
but in the flaidcs the woods were much 
nearer. The reader has now before him the 
position and strength of the Mill, the number 
of troops available for its defenoe, and the 
^limber of the assailants. These points then 
haing been settled, we will accompany General 
Wilkinson on that march which was to result 
in victory or death. 

The Americans commenced the eoEpedition 
bf setting out in a wrong direction, and 
instead of La Oolle found themselves at Bur- 
tOBviUe, where they attadced and drove in a 
■mail piquet This mistake discovered, the 
march was resumed but again in a wrong di* 
taction. At last, however, they got on the 
main road near Odelltown, about three miles 
from La CoUe. This road was found almost 
impassable for the troops, in consequence of 
ihe trees on either side having been felled, 
and before the march could be pursued, the 
axe-men were compelled to cut up and remove 
4lie obstruction. While this operation was 
going on, a piquet sent forward by Major 
Bandcock, opened a severe fire and killed 
and wounded several men. At last, however, 
the Mill was reached and by half-past one in 
the afternoon the American commander had 
Invested the fortress with his nearly four 
thousand men. As the Qeneral very natu- 
rally expected that the one hundred and 
eighty men who composed the garrison, would 
attempt to escape, six hundred, under Colonel 
Mills, were sent across in rear of the Mille, 
to cut off all chance of a retreat A heavy 
fire was then opened from an 18-12 and 6 
pounder batteryi also from ft 5} inch howii- 



aer. 9y this time the two flank 
of the ISth had arrived at the sdeDo oi 
and a gallant charge was made by 
the battery, but the overpewertog fire kept 
up oompelled tfliem to retreat and tecroat Aiie 
river. A seoond charge was now made bj 
the Fendbles and the ¥oitigearS| with tfc» 
remnant of the two companies of the 18(h. 
This charge was so vigorous that the artBle* 
rymen were driven fitim their guns wfaidh 
were ooly saved from capture by the heaiy 
fire of the infantry. The evidence as to the 
gaUaatry of the British and Canadians le to- 
tunately to be found in the proceedmgisl 
General Wilkinaon's court martial. Idenite- 
nant*Colonel McPherson who comma n ded 
the artilleiy, deposed on that occasion 4hflflk| 
" the ground was disputed inch by inel^ la 
our advance to the mill ; and the condoet nf 
the enemy, that day, was distinguislied bf 
despecate bravery. Aa an instance onecom- 
pany made a cfaai^ on our artillery,- and ^ 
the same instant, received its fire, and that^ 
two brigades of infantry." LieuteBaotHM. 
Totten, of the Engineers, and Brigadier 
end Bisaell might both be also cited as 
ing the same ie.«timony. Despite, howerai; 
this gallantry, H became apparent to Mijor 
Handcock that farther attempts on the g«nS| 
in the teeth of sudi overwhelming superiorly 
in numbers, would be but to sacrifice «de- 
able lives, the men were accordingly wU^ j 
drawn to act on the defensive. Here we,— "^ 



correct a statement made by General Wilkin* 
son, in his triel, viz., that he had to coataid 
against not only Captain Fringes two aleopl^ 
but also two gun -boats at the bade of tht 
mill We assert on the authority of Jwst, 
and Wilkinson^ own memoirs, (vol. 8, p fiM,) 
that not one American officer stated anythfaig 
of the kind, and that Cx>lonel Totten 
positively ^'that the fire from the 
boats was perfectly osdess, fifty or a hmadied 
feet above their heads.*' 

It was by this time about dusk, but akhoe^ 
the fire of the besieged had slackened ffar 
want of powder, the enemy made no attem|A 
to carry the Mill by storm, but retii^ 
the field. Thus ended the fourth great ii 
sion of Canada. 

It would almost seem impossible for $Bf 
historian, however unprincipled to reprMMil 
thi^ affiur iaany other light Oum as ftdMiyi 
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a small body, but nothing, it 
a too difficult lor true patriots, 
to plucii tbvir country in the mott 
ht. Accordingly we fiad Messrs. 
O'Connor and tjmitb expUiniog 
DOotblng the failure of the ftttack 
Bkilful hands, the affair almoat 
Mr. 
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claiiQ a Tictory because cir- 
'ncurred to Tender it nearly 
drive him from hit cowardly 
Instead of one hundred and 
Dith places two thousand flTe 
en within the Mill, although it 
ma^ne bow so nianj men coiiM 
a a building EiHy by thirty-sis fi 
ing that there were two stories 
lis would be somewhere about 
f one and a half feet to each ini 

3 the account which has been 

4 necesRorily imperfect, a despatch 
:! Williams to Sir George Provost, 
hich will be found to be detailed 
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LaCoIlp, March 13, 1814. 
egleave toac(|uiiint jou, thntlhave 
id from Major Uandcock, of th, 
Lient, commanding at the block- 
le rircr, a report, stating that 
the road from Burton Tille and 
lill, lettiling from Odcil-town, 
^ * an early hour yesterday morning 
\\ my in great force, cillected from 
w \S^ 1 and Burlington, under the com- 
l * 'iBJor-aenernl Wilkinson. The at- 
j . ) Burtonville rosd was soon over 
1 ^nemy shewed themselves on tht 
i ^ ^the roill that leads direct to Odell' 
r Pl re thej drove in a piquet stationed 
I ffl of Ln CuUe, about a mile and a half 
i I nd goon after the enemy establLshed 
of three guns (13-pounder9) ir '*■- 
ith this artillery they began t 
i\ 1, when Mnjor Handoook, hearingof 
^1 of the Qank companies of the I3th 
A at the block-house, ordered an 
Ji eguns; wbi' h, however, was 

from the wood being ao thick and 
lb men. Soon after, aaother op- 



portunitj presented itselC when the Canadian 
Irenadier Company, and a company of th* 
Voltigeurs, attempted the guns ; but the TeiJ 
great superiority of the enemy's numbers, bid 
the woods, prevented their taking them. 
1 have to regret the loss of many brave aoA 
good soldiers in these two attacks, and ua 
particularly sorry to loose the servlco, for • 
short time, of CapUin Ellard, of thu 13ih Re- 
giment, from being wounded while goUantl; 
leading his company. The enemy withdrew 
their artillery towards night-lall, and retiredi 
towards morning, from the mill, taking th« 
road to Odell-town. 

Major llandcock speaks in high terms of 
obligation to Captain Ritter, of the Frootiit 
Light Infantry, who, from his knoivlcdge of 
tbecountry, was of great benefit. ThetoarinS 
detachment, under Lieutenants Caldwell and 
Barton, the Canadian Grenadier Companf, 
and the company of Voltigeurs, as well as a)) 
the troops employed : the Major enpresaev 
himself in high terms of praise for their cod* 
duct, so honourable to the pervico. 
Miyor Handcock feelH exceedingly indebted 
Captain Pring, B.N., Ibr his ready tmd 
prompt auistance, in mooring up the sloopa 
and gun-boats from Isle au Noix, to the eit> 
tiance of the La Colle river, the fire fro* 
which was so destructive. Lieutenants Cat* 
wick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were moBt 
actively zealous in forwarding two guns froA 
the boats, and getting them up to the mill 

To Major Handcock the greatest praiM t> 
duo, for his most gallant defence of the will 
against such 3U[>erior numbers; and 1 eameaUj 
trust it will meet the approbation of his ef 
cellency the Commander-in-chief of the ForcM. 
I have the honour to traa'^mit a lixt of tba 
killed and wounded of the British ; that of U» 
enemy, from all accounts I can collect froM 
the inhabitants, must have been br graater. 
I have the honor to be, Jtc, 

WiLUAJI WlLLIAkS, 

LiouL-Col. 13tb Reg, 

commanding at St. John'l. 
U»t of killed, wounded, and missing, In actioa 
at La Colle mill, on the 80tb March, 1814. 
11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subal- 
tern, I eergcant, 13 rank and file, wounded ; 
4 rank and file missing. 
Note — 1 Indian warrior killed, 1 wounded, 
S.B. Hakdcoce, U^jor. 
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.»n over nearly to its mootb, -or junction with 

the Richelieu, from which the liiill WM dbout 

•three 'quarters of a mile distant The 'Mill 

Md been placed in a state of defeAoe, by fii- 

Iwg up the windows with logs, leayiug hori- 

xoBtal interstices to fire through. On the 

Aorth hank of the river, a little to the right of 

theiiill, and with which it is oommunioated 

jby « wooden bridge, was a small house, 

.converted into a block house, by beijig «ur- 

counded with a breast-work of logs. In the 

rear of this temporary block house was a 

lai^ bam, tQ which nothing had been dene, 

#nd whicli was not even musket prooH The 

jbreadth of the cleared ground, to rhe south- 

wmrd of the Mill, was about two hundred, 

and that to the northward, about one hundred 

•yAcds, but in the Banks the woods were much 

nearer. The reader has now before him the 

■position and strength of the Mill, the number 

of troops available for its defenoe, and the 

comber of the assailants. These points then 

being been settled, we will accompany General 

Wilkinson on that march whidi was to result 

an victory or death. 

The Americans oommenoed the expedition 
by setting out in a wrong direction, and 
ktstead of La Oolle found themselves at Bur- 
tOBville, where they attacked and drove in a 
flmall piquet This mistake discovered, the 
march was resumed but again in a wrong di- 
vection. At last, however, they got on the 
main road near Odelltown, about three miles 
from La Colle. This road was found almost 
impassable for the troops, in consequence of 
the trees on either side having been foiled, 
and before the march could be pursued, the 
aKe-men were compelled to cut up and remove 
the obstruction. While this operation was 
going on, a piquet sent forward by Miyor 
Bandcock, opened a severe fire and killed 
and wounded several men. At last, however, 
the Mill was reached and by half-past one in 
the afternoon the American commander had 
invested the fortress with his nearly four 
thousand men. As the General very natu- 
rally expected that the one hundred and 
eighty men who composed the garrison, would 
attempt to escape, six hundred, under Colonel 
Mills, were sent across in rear of the Mille, 
■to cut ofi* all chance of a retreat A heavy 
lire was then opened from an 18-12 and ^ 
poonder battery, also from a fi| inch howii* 
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:#fA large by a small bodj, bat nothing, it 
i^>peai«i was too di£Bcnlt ibr true fatriots, 
-mho desired to place tibeir coantry k the most 
4iTORablo light Acoordiagl j we find MessrSi 
AoiapfiOD, O'Connor and Smith eiflaiaing 
MW%j and smoothing the fitilnre of the attack 
until in their skilful hands, the affair aknost 
assumes the character of a Tictorj. Mr. 
0*Connor contends that the enemj must not 
bo permitted to claim a victory because dr- 
/cumstances **eoneurr^ to render it nearly 
impombU to drive Mm from, his eowartUy 
strongholdJ* Instead of one hundred and 
eighty, Dr. Smith places two thousand five 
Imndred men within the Mill, although it is 
difficult to imagine how 60 many men could 
be packed in a building fifty by thirty-six feet 
— [considering that there were two stories to 
(he Mill, this would be somewhere about an 
aHowanoe of one and a half feet to each indi- 
vidual.] As the account which has been 
JHSt given is necessarily imperfect, a despatch 
from Oolonel Williams to Sir George Provost, 
is added, which will be found to be detailed 
and perhaps more satis&ctory. 

From Lieutenant- Colonel Williame to Sir G 

Frevost 

l^ Golle, March 18, 1814. 

/ 8ix^ — I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have 
just received from Major Handcock, of th^ 
ISth Regiment, comSoanding at the block- 
house on La Colle river, a report, stating that 
tlie out-posts on the road from Burtonville and 
La Oolle mill, leading from Odellrtown, were 
attacked at an early hour yesterday morning 
by the enemy in great force, collected from 
PlaUsburgh and Burlington, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Wilkinson. The at- 
tack on the Burtonville road was soon over 
when the enemy shewed themselves on the 
road from the mill that leads direct to Odell- 
town, where they drove in a piquet stationed 
in advance of La Colle, about a mile and a half 
distant ; and soon after the enemy established 
f battery of three guns (12-pounders) in the 
wood. With this artillery they began to fire 
on the mill, when M^or Handoock, hearing of 
the arrival of the flank companies of the 13th 
^giment at the block -house, ordered an at- 
tack on the guns; which, however, was not 
suGcessful, from the wood being so thick and 
SQ filled with mcin. Soon iifter, anotlior tp- 



periunity presantod itself when the Canadian 
Grenadier Company, and a company of tbo 
Voltigeurs, attempted the guns ; but the TOiy 
great superiority of the enemy's nambeT8,'faid 
in the woods, prevented their taking them. 

I have, to regret the loss of mitny brave and 
good soldiers in these two attacks, and ana 
particularly sorry to loose the service, for a 
short time, of Captain Ellard, of the 13th Re- 
giment, fi*om being wounded while gallantly 
leading his company. The enemy withdrew 
their artillery towards night-&ll, and retired* 
towards morning, fi!om the mill, taking the 
road to Odell-town. 

Mi^or Handcock speaks in high terms of 
obligation to Captain Ritter, of the Frontier 
Light Infantry, who, from his knowledge of 
the country, was of great benefit. The marino 
detachment, under Lieutenants Caldwell and 
Bartop, the Canadian Grenadier Company, 
and the company of Yoltigeurs, as well as all 
the troops employed: the Major expresaop 
himself in high terms of praise for their oon« 
duet, so honourable to the pervice. 

Miyor Handcock feels exceedingly indebted 
to Captain Pring, R.N., for his ready ind 
prompt assistance, in mooring up the sloops 
and gun-boats from Isle au Noiz, to the on- 
tiance of the La Colle river, the fire from 
which was so destruotive. Lieutenants Caa- 
wick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were mont 
actively zealous in forwarding two guns fron 
the boats, and getting them up to the mill 

To Miyor Handcock the greatest praise is 
due, for his most gallant defence of the mill 
against such superior numbers ; and I earnestly 
trust it will meet the approbation of his ear 
cellency the Commander-in-chief of the Forces. 
I have the honour to transmit a list of the 
killed and wounded of the British : that of the 
enemy, from aU accounts I can collect from 
the ^ inhabitants, must have been far greater. 
I ha?e the honor to be, ^, 

WiLUAM WlLUAMS, 

Lieut-Col. 13th Reg., 
commanding at St John's. 
List of killed, wounded, and missing, in action 
at La Colle mill, on the 80th March, 1814. 
11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subal. 
tern, 1 sergeant, 43 rank and file, wounded ; 
4 rank and file missing. 
Note — 1 Indian warrior killed, 1 wounded. 

&.B. Euvooov^ Miyor» 
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A oompuiaoo between CoL Wflliams modest 
letter, and Mr. 0*OoDnor*s version of the same 
affiur will not be uninteresting to i he reader : 

**The issue of this expedition,** sajrs Mr. 
O'Connor, ** was unfortunate, although in its 
progress it did honor to the Americans en- 
gaged. The enemy claimed a victory, and 
protended to gather laurels, only because he 
was not vanquished. General Wilkinson, at 
the head of his division, marched firom Cham- 
plain with the intention of reducing the ene- 
my's FOBTBBss at the river La Golle. 

''About eleven o'clock, he fell in with the 
enemy at Odell-town, three miles from La 
Golle, and siz'^ from St John'& An attack 
was commenced by the enemy on the advance 
of the army under Colonel Clarke and Major 
Forsyth. Col Bissell came up with spirit, 
and the enemy was forced to retire with loss. 
Qeneral Wilkinson took part in this action, 
and bravely advanced into the most dangerous 
position, declining frequently the advice of his 
offloers to retire from imminent danger. The 
enemy having used his congreve rockets with- 
out producing any effect, retired to La Colle, 
where he was pursued. At this place an action 
was expected; but the enemy whose force, when 
increased by a reinforcement from the Isle auz 
Noix, amounted to at least twenty-five hun- 
dred men, mostly regulars, declined meeting 
the American faree, although much inferior 
in numbers and means of warfare, 

*' Several sorties were made by the enemy, 
but they were resisted with bravery and suc- 
cess. The conduct of every individual at- 
tached to the American command, was marked 
by that patriotism nnd prowess, which has so 
often conquered the boasted discipline, long 
experience, and military tactics of an enemy 
who dared not expose his " invincihlee^i to 
the disgrace of being defeated by a less numer- 
ous force of Yankee woodsmen."| 

This extract we would not venture to give 
without naming also the very page from which 
it was taken. Would any one, we ask, believe 
it possible that this writer was describing the 
repulse of four thousand Americans in an at- 
tack on a miUf garrisoned by one hundred and 

* We presume Mr. O^Connor means twenty-eii 
miles. 

t These italics are Mr. O'Connor's. 

X History of the War, page 219. 



eighty British — with somewhere about twelve 
hundred regulars and militia stationed in tba 
vknnity. Even General Wilkinson was oob* 
polled to allow, on his 'trial, that the buOding 
was defende 1 by a garrison of^ not eighteen 
hundred regulars and five hundred 
but of six hundred veteran troops. 

Col. McPherson's testimony on the 
occasion showed that in his estimation, at all 
events, the gallantry so much vaunted by Mr. 
O'Connor was not displayed, and he declared 
^* that the army should have attempted to foret 
a passage into the mill, and employed the 
bayonet at every sacrifice, or have renewed 
the attack, with heavier ordnance, at dayl|^ 
the next morning." 

How Messrs. O'Connor, Smith, and Thoiap* 
son could, with the proceedings of Geneial 
Wilkinson's trial open to the world, ventnrt 
to put forth their statements would poato 
any one unaccustomed to their through thick 
and through thin style of laudation and 
apology. 

James is very severe upon the poor Qen* 
eral for the note which he put forward is 
answer to CoL McPherson's assertion that 
*' the bayonet ought to have been employed." 
To take such a post, wrote Wilkinson, with 
small arms, has often been attempted, bat 
never succeeded, from the time of Xenophon 
who failed in the attempt down to the present 
day. Xenophon himself was baffled in an 
attempt against a Castle in the plain of GaS- 
cus, and also in his attack on the metropolis 
of the Drylanes, and in times modem as wdl 
as ancient, we have abundant examples Hi 
the failure of military enterprises, by the most 
distinguished chiefs." 

Before giving James's comments on this 
note we would suggest to General Wilkinson 
and his three apologists that an attack on a 
Stone Castle with narrow slits for the double 
purpose of admitting light and discharging 
arrows, cross-bolts, or javelins, and an attadL 
on a Mill, (where is not usually a lack of good 
sized windows,) with musketry and a weO 
served battery of three heavy guns, are 
not quite one and the same thing. As the 
Qeneral has gone so far out of his way to 
find an excuse, we also may be excused fisr 
travelling back a few years, in order to oonfhts 
his ■npertionSi In that veracioas historiesl 
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work generally known m Ivanhoe,* we luYe 
•a instance of a stone castle being carried by 
a rabble armed with bows, bill hooks, and 
•pears, assisted only by one Knight Now if 
such deeds of derring do could be effected by 
die brave foresters of olden times, we opine 
tllat American woodsmen, especially when 
aided by a General wham it wat difficult to 
isep cut of danger^ should have at least at- 
tempted one onslaught The whole passage, 
iMwever, is too ridiculous to laugh at, we will 
t h erefor e return to James, who, commenting 
on the <}eperal*s noto in Justification, observes 
** General James Wilkinson, of the United 
SlalcB Army, then has the effrontery to 
eompare his disgraceful discomfiture before a 
Cansidiaa grist mill, with what occurred to— 
Lord Wellington at Burgos — Bonaparte at 
8t Jean D* Acre— and General Graham at 
Bnrgos. James here declares himself to be 
aa sick of the Bobadil General, as he presumes 
bii readers to be. 

We have dwelt sufficiently long on this 
siib|ect, and will therefore but remark that 
Ifilkinson returned after his repulse to his 
old quarters, relieving the Canadians firom 
Ibar, not of his men as soldiers, but as ma- 
raoders and pillagers, quite as expert as the 
mach abused saOors and soldiers of the Ohe- 
Mpeake squadron. 

The next event which occurred was one for 
wluch Sir George Prevost has been severely 
blamed. Commodore IfcDonough had just 
launched a ship and a brig, both destined for 
service in Lake Ghamplain — ^and had also 
collected a great store of prorisions and mu- 
nitions of war at Vergennes, Vermont. On 
the 9th May Captain Pring judging that the 
fee was sufficiently broken to allow his using 
the flotilla under his command, determined to 
at^ck the place and destroy at once the ships 
and atorea He, however, found the enemy 
la too great force for him to effect any move- 
ment, as he was without troops to attack the 
enemy on shore, he was therefore compelled 
to return to Isle Aux Noix. 

James remarks on this affitir : " had a corps 
ofifightor nine hundred men been spared, 
ijia lives of Do?rnie and his brave comrades 



*We oontond that Ivanboe is quite as reliable 
•allMNE^j as either Smithi O*0oaaor, or Thomp- 



would have been saved in the September fol* 
lowing, and all the attendant circumstences, 
still so painful to reflect upon, would have 
been averted. Veritas in his letters speaks 
still more plainly, *' Captain Pring applied to 
Sir George for troops — as usual the applica- 
tion was refused — but when Captain Pring 
returned, and reported to Sir George whU 
might haoo been done by a joint attach then^ 
he was offered assistence, to which offer the 
Captain replied, that it was then too late, as 
the enemy had taken alarm and prepared ac- 
cordingly.*' Sir George's mistake in not des- 
patehing troops, whether asked for or not, on 
this expedition, will be more clearly under- 
stood when we reach that part of our narra- 
tive, relating to the attack in which Captain 
Downie lost his life. 

From the River Richelieu we u^t trans- 
port the reader to Onterio, and ffllow the 
fortunes of the expedition against Oswego, a 
place, next to Sackett's Harbour, of the most 
importance to the enemy, and at which it was 
supposed that large quantities of naval stores 
had been deposited. On the Srd of If ay the 
fleet under the command of Sir James Teo, 
embarked at Kingston, a body of one thou- 
sand and eighty men, all included, and on the 
4th, General Dnimmond himself embarked. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th 
the fleet had arrived sufficiently near Oswego 
to open their flre, and preparations were at 
the same time made for disembarking the 
troops; this movement, however, was frus- 
trated by a gale springing up which compelled 
them to claw off a lee shore, and gain an 
offing. The three despatches which follow, 
will convey a very clear idea of the proceed- 
ings which took place as soon the weather 
moderated. The first is firom General Dnim- 
mond. 

H. 11 S. Prince Regent 

Oswego, May 7. 
Sm — I am happy to have to announce to 
your Excellency the complete success of the 
expedition against Oswego. The troops men- 
tioned in my despateh of the 8rd instent ; viz, 
six companies of De Watterilles regiment, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Fischer, the light 
company of the Glengarry light infantry, un- 
der Captein Ifc Millan, and the whole of the 
second battallion royal marines, under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Malcolm, baring been embar^ 



sm 



HISTORY OF THB WAR OF 1812. 



kfld with a detachmeot of the royal artillery 
under oaptAin Grutteoden, with two field- 
pieces, a detachment of the rocket company 
Qoder Lieutenant Stevens, and a detachment 
of sappers and miners under Lieutenant 
Qosset, of the royal engineers, on the evening 
of the 8rd instant, I proceeded on board the 
Prince Regent at day-light on the 4th, and 
the squadron immediately sailed; the wind 
being variable, we did not arrive off Oswego 
until noon the following day. The ships lay 
tO| within long gun-shot of the battery, and the 
gun-boats under captain OoUier were sent 
dose in, for the purpose of inducing the ene« 
my to shew his fire, and particularly the 
number and position of his guns* This ser- 
vice was performed in the most gallant man- 
ner, the boats taking a position within point- 
blank shot of the fort, which returned the fire 
from fotiAguns, one of them heavy. The 
enemy did not appear to have any guns moun- 
ted on the town-side of the river. 

Having sufficiently reconnoitred the place, 
arrangements were made for its attack, which 
it was designed should take place at eight o* 
dock that evening; but at sun-set a very 
htevy squall blowing directly on the shore, 
obliged the squadron to get under weigh, and 
prevented our return until next morning ; 
when the following disposition was made of the 
troops and squadron by commodore sir J. Too 
and myself. The Princess Charlotte, Wolfe,* 
and Royal George,t to engage the batteries, as 
the depth of water would admit of their ap- 
proaching the shore; the Sir Sidney Smith{ 
schooner, to scour the town, and keep in 
dieck a large body of militia, who might at- 
tempt to pass over into the fort ; the Ikfoir&§ 
and Melville^ brigs, to tow the boats with the 
troops, and then cover their landing, by scour- 
ing the woods on the low point towards the 
foot of the hill, by which it was intended to 
advance to the assault of the fort 

Captain O'Connor had the direction of the 
boats^ and gun boats destined to land the 
troops, which consisted of the flank companies 
of De Watteville's regiment, the company of 
the Glengarry light infantiy, and the second 
battalion of the royal marines, being all that 
could be landed at one embarkation. 'The 
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four battalion companies of the Regiment Dm 
Watteville, and the detachment of artillarj 
remaining in reserve on board the Prino8a» 
Charlotte and Sir Sidney Smith Schooner. 

As soon as every thing was ready, the nhipt 
opened their fire, and the boats pushed fop 
the point of disembarkation, in the most regor 
lar order. The landing was effected under • 
heavy fire from the fort, as well as from a* 
considerable body of the enemy, drawn up on 
the brow of the hill and in the woods. Tbi 
immediate command of the troops was entm^ 
ted to Lieutenant- Colonel Fischer, of tht 
regiment of De Watteville, of whose gallant^ 
cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of ^r 
distinguished bravery, steadmess, and diacip> 
line of every officer and soldier oomposing tihl^ 
small force, I was a witness, having^ with^ 
commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-a^Or 
tant-general, and the officers of my sti^- 
landed with the troops. 

I refer your excellency to Lieut-GoL F^ 
Cher's letter enclosed, \o[ an account of tiie 
operations. Toe pUoe was gained in Urn 
minutes from the moment the troops advaii* 
eed. The fort being every where olmoBt opesi 
the whole of the garrison, consisting of tlir* 
third battalion of artillery, about 400 strong^ 
and some hundred militia, effected thdr «• 
cape, with the exception of about 60 mm^ 
half of them severely wounded. 

I enclose a return of our loss, amongrt 
which I have to regret that of Captain Haiti-' 
Way, of the royal marines. Your exccfllenef 
will lament to observe in the list the namd^ 
that gallant, judicious, and excellent ofBoer, 
captain Mulca;ster, of the royal navy, wMJ' 
landed at the head of 200 volunteer senlien 
from the flet>t and received a severe and ^dor- 
gerous wound, when within a few yardft dT 
the guns, which he was advancing to stooroi;^ 
which I fear will deprive the squadron of W 
vAluablb as^istatice for some time at lei^ 

In noticing the co-operation of the nittf' 
branch of the service, I have the l^gMlP 
satisfiietion in assuring your ei^cellency, thal'^ 
I have throughout this, aS well as on eiiif' 
other occasion, experienced the most: aifdMH^ 
cordial,- and able support fhim sir Jamett^lM^ 
It will be for him to do jostioiDi to' th^ OMHi' 
of thosQT under his c ommand ; bat I ntj" 
neVMhiTes« 'biJIf^nnHIMI tiy oMu^* Oil 
nothing could exMct tife oo^ettail4 ^OOttt 
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ttfim acikm^ or the onirearied exeriiaiu on 
■I w w, of ttia oapUiiu, oftcen. Mid crews of 
tte^fpbole sqaadron. 

I enclose a memorandam of the csptnred 
tftioiea that have been brought away, m 
irhkh your excellency will perceive with 
flatisfaction seven heavy guns, that were in- 
tended for the enemy's new ship. Three 82 
pounders were sank by the enemy in the 
riw» as well as a large quantity of cordage, 
and other naval stores. The lost to them, 
therefore, has been very great; and I am 
Mnguine in believing that by this blow, they 
have been deprived of the means of comple- 
ting the armament, and particularly the 
•qnipment, of the large man of war, an object 
€l%e greatest importance. 

Sfery object of the expedition having been 
iflMed, and the captured stores embarked, 
tlie troops returned in the most perfect order 
on board their rcHpeciive ships, at four o^clock 
UllH mioming, when the squadron immediately 
nfled; the barracks in the town, as well as 
t ho ao in the fort, having been previously 
bunt, together with the platforms, bridge, &c 
and the works in every other respect < isman- 
tfod.and destroyed, as (ar as practicable. 

I oannot close this dispatch without offering 
td-yvur excellency's notice the admirable and 
Judicious manner in which lieutenant*coloncl 
Fkcher formed the.tror.ps,.and led them t > the 
attack; the cool and gallant conduct of lieuten- 
astp^olonel Malcolm, at the head of the second 
battaik>n royal marines; the intrepidity of cap- 
taintde Berzey, of the regiment de Watteville, 
•commiinded the adtainea ; th» seal and 
of lieutenant colonel Parson, inspec- 
t4l§field-ofB:cr, who with iiMijorSiiieU« of the 
108rd regiment, had obtained a pannigv on 
bdardthe sqnadron to Niagara, and volunteer 
od their services on the occasion; the gallantry 
of captain McMillan, of the Glangarry light in- 
fiuitry who covered the left flank of the troops in 
advance ; and the ac ivity and judgment of cap- 
tain Gruttenden, royal artillery ; brevet-major 
De Gourten, of the regiment de Watteville ; 
Bootenant Stevens, of the rocket company; 
Beat: Gossct, royal engineers, each in their 
reflective situations. 

Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm has reported in 
bigfa terms the conduct of lieutenant Lawiie, 
if the royal marines, who was at the head of 
the ilrat men who entered the fort; and 1 liad 



an opportimUy of witnessing the bravery of 
lieutenant Ucwett, of that corps, who climbed 
the flag-Btaffand pulled down the American en- 
sign which was nailed to it To lieutenaat- 
colonel ilarvey, deputy-atiyutant^general, my 
warmest approbation is ^ost justly due, for 
his unremitting, zeal and useful assistance. 
The services of this intelligent and expo* 
rienced o£Qcer have been so frequently brought 
under your excellency's observation before 
that it would be superfluous my making any 
comment on the high estimation in which I 
hold his valuable exertions. 

Captain Jervois, my aide-camp, and lieuten* 
ant-oolonei Ilagerman, my provincial aide de 
camp, the only ofilcers of my personal staff- 
who accompanied me, rendered me every a0» 
sistance; 

Captain Jervoli^ who will deliver to.yoof- 
exoellency, with this despatch, the Amerioan^ 
flag taken at Oswego, is fully able to a£fbrd 
every further information you may require ; 
and I avail myself of the present opportunitj- 
strongly to recommend this officer to the* 
favorable consideration of his royal highnesfi 
the •commander in chiet 

I have the honor to be, &a, 

Gordon Dkummond* 

Col Fischar's letter to Colonel Uarvey, and- 
that from Sir James Yeo to McCroker, being 
more explanatory, will furnish still more cooi* 
elusive evidenoe, aa to the importance of this 
affair. 

From liemtertant''Col&nel Fimher tolik^ttemtmU 
colonel Hartey. 

H. M; S» Prince Regent, off Oa weg a^ 
Sir, Lake Ontario, May 7. 

It is with heartfelt satisfaction that I hava 
the honor to report to you, for the informaiioii 
of lieutenant-general Drumroond, coromand- 
iog, that the troops placed un^cr my orders 
for the purpose of storming the fort at 
Oswego, have completely succeeded in this 
service. 

It will be superfluous for me to enter into 
any details of the operations, as the lieuten- 
ant-general has personally witnessed the con- 
duct of the whole party ; and the gratefVil 
task only remains to point out for his appro^ 
bation, the distinguished bravery and discip- 
Ime of the troops. 

The second battalion of royal marines 
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formed their column in the most regular 
maimer, and, bj their steady and rapid ad 
vBDce, carried the fort in a ver; short time. 
In fact, nothing coaM surpass the gallantry of 
that battalion, commaDded b; lieatenant-CDlo- 
nel Malcolm ; to whoM cool and deliberate 
conduct our success is greallj to be attri- 

Tbe lieotenant-colonel reported to me, in 
high terms, the conduct of lieutenant Jamee 
lAurie, who wofl at the head of the first men 
who entered the fort. The two Bank compa 
Dies of De Watteville's, under captain De 
BarEay, behaved with spirit, though labouring 
mth more difficulties during their fonnation, 
on account of the badness of the landing 
place, and the more direct opposition of the 
toeraj. The company of Gleogarrj light 
lobntry, under captain H'Millan, behaTed 
KD equally distinguished manner, by clearing 
the wood, and driTing the enemy into the fort 
I beg left»e to make my personal acknowledge' 
loents to staff-adjutant Oreig, and lieutenant 
ftnd adjutant Hermet, of De Watteville's, for 
the zeal and attention to me during the day' 
service. Nor can I forbear to mention the 
r^ular behavior of the whole of the troops 



ffiim^eatj'B brig Magnet, (Ute Sir ladaej Smith, 
Off Oswego, 0. 3, U>r 7. 

Htliirn of vtiiuma and ordaanet-tlorfi, taken 
and dflroytd at Otietgo, Lake-OtUario, the Uh 
Hag, 1814, 6^ All maiaty't troopi under the 
command of UeM. getU. Ilmmmond. 

S^loen; — B 32-pound«r Iron gUDI, i Slponnder 
iron gana, 1 I2-lH)uiider iron gun, 1 S-pounder 
lion gun.— Total S. 

Dntnyed; — 1 heavy IS poouder, I hetvy B- 
ponnder,— Total !. 

BKot ; — 81 4S-pounder, round; 33 33-pouDder, 
round; S6 4Z-pouuder, cuii4ter; 42 S!,.pauii- 

- der, canister ; 3021-pouDder, cauiaieri 1343- 



during their slay on shore, and the moat pe«^- 
feet order in which the re-embarkation of tb* 
troops has been executed, and every serried 
performed. 

I enclose herewith the return of kUted anB. 
wounded, as sent to me by the diSeren^ 

I have the honor to be, kc, 

V. Fischer, 
Lieut-col. De Watteville's regiment. 
Li eat. -col. Harvey, 
Deputy-ailjutan t-general. 
Return of killed and wounded of the troops iB 
action with the enemy at Oswego, on tha 
10th of May, 18U. 

Total— 1 captain, 3 sergeants, 1 drummer, 
15 rank and file, kilted; 1 captain, 1 subat 
tern, 2 sergeants, 6S rank and file, wounded 
J. Harvkt, 
IJeuL-coL dep.-adj.'geiL 
Retom of the killed and wounded of the roy- 
al navy at Oswego, Hay 6. 
S seamen, killed ; 2 captains, 1 lieutenant . 
1 maater, 7 seamen, wounded. 
Total— 8 lulled; 11 wounded. 

J. Lawrib, Bee. 



pounder, grape; 4SS2-pouDder, grape; ISIt- 
poandcr, gnpe. 
Eight barrels of gaopoirder, and all tbe shot o( 
small calibre in thefort, and atoteti, Ibrowu into 
tbe river. 

Enwian Ciuin^iDiii, oapUla, 
commanding royal artillery. 
E. Bainr, ai^.-geoenl. 
UsmorRDdum ofproviaioni storea, captared. 
One thousand and forty-flra barreU of Boor, 
pork, potaioea, wli, tallow, &c. Ac. 70 coUa ej 
rope and cordage : tar, hlceks, (large and small,) 
3 imall scbooners, with several boats, and otta« 
smaller oraft. 

HOAH FaaiB, mil, Sm 
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CHAPTER X\ 111, -^Continued. 



It will be as well, before giving Sir James 

.Yeo*8 officijil account, 'to 
tfcJdSSSSlT^^y:' make a few observations 

on the American version 
•of the descent on Oswego. It is worthy of re- 
mark, that Gen. Drummond distinctly statef*, 
that the vessels anchored at long gun shot of 
the batteries, and that the reconnoisanco of 
the morning was only intended as a feint to 
enable him to discover where the enemies' 
tNitterics were, and what was their force ; 
this effected, Sir James Yeo would then bo 
enabled, on the withdrawal of his gun-boats, 
to place his vessels in the most commanding 
situations. This retirement of the gun- 
boats, however, appears to have afforded 
(General Armstrong and others an opportu- 
nity of palliating the defeat, by claiming a 
sort of victory on the first day. The General 
says, "Tlw larger vessels took a position for 
batteringJUie fort, and soon after, opened 

upon it a heavy fire; while fifleen boats, 
crowded with infantry^ moved slowly to the 

shore. When arrived within the range of 
Mitchell's* shot, a fire upon them was com- 
menced, which in a few minutes compelled 
them to withdraw. A s^ond attempt, made 
in the same way, was not more successful ; 
when ships, boats, and troops retired en 
masse, and stood out of the harbour." 

• The CommAnder at Oswego. 

19 



It will be seen by this extract, that the 
ships were not within reach of the American 
guns, why then did General Armstrong 
omit to mention the cause which compelled 
the British vessels to withdraw ? and why 
does ho contradict himself by leaving it to 
be inferred, that the withdrawal was occa- 
sioned by the fire, and should therefore bo 
considered in the light of a repulse. 

Again, too, the General states that, on the 
occasion of the second landing, " every foot 
of ground was well contested with the head 
of the British column, for half an hour, after 
which no farther annoyance was given to the 
retreat, which was effected with coolness and 
courage." 

We do not exactly understand how the 
General could have been so rash as to claim 
for the defendants at Oswego cither coolness 
or courage, when one of the American 
officers, who was in the action, in a letter 
dated " Oswego Falls," writes thus : — " The 
militia thought best to leave us, I do not 
think they ^red a gunJ* James mentions 
this same letter, which he speaks of as 
having been published in the newspapers of 
the day. 

Another circumstance, which occurred 
that same afternoon, afforded also great cause 
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for self laudation on the part of the Ameri- 
cans. The British fleet found it necessary, 
in consequence of a heavy gale from the 
north-west, to claw off a lee shore, without 
delaying to hoist up all their boats, some of 
which were cut loose, and drifted on shore. 
This was done to prevent getting embayed ; 
and to every one, who may remember the 
situation of Oswego, the necessity of this 
will be apparent, especially when it is far- 
ther borne in mind, that a lee shore, on 
these lakes, even in a moderate gale, is so 
much dreaded, that, even at the present day, 
despite the superior build of vessels, and 
increased skill in seamanship, vessels are 
sometimes compelled to leave their anchor- 
age twice or three times, and that it often 
takes a fortnight, or perhaps longer, to take 
in a load which a couple of days in fair 
weather would be sufficient for. The American 

writers represent these 
boats as prizes. Smith, 
O'Connor, and Thompson, all mention the 
retreat of the British fleet, but not one of 
them had the honesty to state the cause. 

Another point to be commented on is the 
discrepancy as to numbers. General Brown 
declares, that over three thousand were 
landed ; Mr. O'Connor reduces this number 
to two thousand ; Smith states the numbers 
at between two and three thousand. Mr. 
Thompson only mentions seventeen hun- 
dred; and the American officer, whom we 
have already mentioned, estimates the num- 
ber at twelve hundred. Armstrong eschews 
numbers, and mcrelv mentions fifteen boats 
crowded with men. 

Those same writers have been quite as de- 
termined to reduce their own, as to swell the 
numbers of their opponents ; and appear 
accordingly, one and all, to have carefully 
omitted in their list of combatants the 
militia, and to have confined their state- 
ment as to numbers to that of the regulars 
alone. We accordingly find that three hun- 
dred men, and no more, formed the heroic 
band who, for half an hour, resisted, accord- 
ing to General Brown, the onslaught of more 
than three thousand men. The same policy 
was observed with regard to the captured 
articles, and the government organs were 



most assiduous in their attempts to repre- 
sent the amount of loss ** as most trifling." 
This proceeding afforded an opportunity to 
the opposition or federal papers of the day 
to tax government with wilfully deceiving 
the people. We have already shown what 
really was captured, and will now give in 
contrast the American accounts. 

Mr. Thompson says : — " The enemy took 
possession of the fort and barracks, but for 
the little booty which he obtained, consist- 
ing of a few barrels of provisions and whis- 
key, he paid much more than an equivalent." 
Smith declares that we captured ** nothmg 
but a naked fort." O'Connor admits eight 
pieces of cannon, and stores worth one hun- 
dred doUars, 

The returns made by the British are borne 
out by an American writer from Onondago, 
who estimates the amount at over forty 
thousand dollars. 

The last point worthy of note is that, 
although the British troops remained for 
nearly 24 hours in the place, we do not find 
any complaint against them on the part of 
a single American writer. This was highly 
creditable to the troops, marines and seamen, 
and affords a very marked contrast to the 
behaviour of some Americans in an affair at 
Long Point, which we shall shortly have to ' 
relate. We will now give Sir James Yeo's 
version of the affair, and in our notes will 
be found* the general order issued by the 
American commander, General Brown. 



♦ Jlmerican General Order. 

Head quarters, Sackett's Harbor, 
May 12, 1814. 

Major General Brown has tjic satisfaction to 
announce to the forces under his command, that 
tlie detachments stationed at Os^-e^o, under the 
immediate orders of lieutenant-colonel Mitchell, of 
the third artillery, by their gallant and highly 
military conduct, in sustaining the fii-e of the 
whole British fleet of this lake for nearly two 
days, and contending with the vastly superior 
numbers of the enemy ^ the land, as long as the 
interests of the countr}*, or the honour of their pro- 
fessbn required; and tlien, effecting tiicir retreat 
in good order, in the face of this superior force of 
the enterprising and accomplished foe, to the depot 
of naval stores, which it became their duty U> 
defend, have established for themselves a name in 
arms, worthy of the callant nation in whose cause 
they fight, and highly honourable to the army. 
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From Sir Jamu L. Yot to Mr. Craker. 
Sir,— My letWr of the 15th of April lost 
vilt have informed their loidehips, tliat his 
Hajestj's ships, PriDco Kegeat and Prii 
Charlotte, wore luunchoil on the preceding 
d&jl I now h&re the aatisfnction to acquaint 
jon, for their Lordship's information, that 
the Bqaadron, by the unremittiog oiertions 
of the officers and men under my command, 
were ready on the 3rd instQiat, when it wa« 
detenninf^ by liontonnnt-gencral Drum- 
mood and myself, that on imracdiuto attaclc 
■hould be made on the forts and town of 
Oswego : which, in point of position, is the 
most furinidablo I hate seen in UpperCunn- 
da; and where the cnomy had, by river 
navigatioD, collected from»tbe interior eovc- 
m1 hesTj guns, and naval stores for (ho 
ships, andUrgedopotsof providions fur their 

At noon, on the 5th, wo got off the port, 
■nd were on the point of landing, when a 
faeary gale from the N. W. obliged 
gain an uffinz. On the morning of the Gth, 
ererything being ready, 140 troops, 200 soa- 
men armed with pikes, under Captain Atul- 
eaater, and 400 murines were put into thr 
boats. The Montreal and Niagara took their 
stations abreast, and within a quorti 
mile, of the fort ; the Magnet opposite the 
town, and the Star and CliarwoU to cover 
the landing, which was effected under a most 
heavy firo of round, grape, and musliotry, 
kept up with great spirit. Our men having 
to ascend a verj'Btcep and long hill, were 
consequently esposod to a destructive fire. 
Their galliiutry overcoming every diffifulty, 
they soon gniuod the summit of tlio hill ; 
and, throwing themselves into the fosse, 
mounted the ramparts on all sides, vicing 
with each other vrho should he foremost- 
Lieutenant Laurie, my secretary, was the 
first who gained tlie ramparts ; and lieute- 
nant Hewitt climbed the flag-staff under a 
heavy Gre, and in the most gallant style 
Btrnck the American colours, which had 



Lieutenant-Colonel Alitchell hod, in all. Icsa tiian 
300 men ; and the Tone of the enemy, by land nnd 
vater, exceeded 30UO. 

r, R. JOXES, aMistant-adjt.-ceii. 



been nailed to the mast. My gallant and 
much esteemed friend, captab Jtulcaeter, 
led the seamen to the assault with his ac- 
customed bravery ; but I lament to say, ha 
received a dangerous wound io the act of 
entering the fort, which I apprehend will, 
for a considerable time, deprive me of hu 
valuable services, Mr. Scott, my first lieu- 
tenant, who was nest in command, nobly 
led them on; and soon gained the ramparts. 
Captain O'Connor, of the Prince Regent, to 
whom I entrusted the landing of the troops, 
displayed great ability and cool judgment ; 
the boats being under a heavy fire from all 
points. 

Captain Pophara, of the Montreal, an- 
chored bis ship in a most gallant style, sus- 
taining the whole fire until wc gained the 
shore. She was set on fire three times by 
rod-hot shot, and much eut up in her hull, 
maatH, and rigging; Cnplaln Popham re- 
ceived a severe wound in his right hand, and 
speaks in high terms of Mr. Bicbardson, tho 
master, who, from a severe wound in the left 
obliged to undergo amputation at 
the shoulder joint 

Captain Spilabury, of the Niagara ; Cap- 
in Dohbs, of the Cbarwell; Captain An- 
tliony of tho Star: and Captain Collier of the 
Magnet, behaved much to my latisfoction. 
The second battalion of royal marines excited 
tho admiration of all ; they were led by the 
gallant Col. Malcolm, and suffered severely. 
Captain lloUowny, di>ing duty in the Prin- 
Chorlottc, gallantly fell at (ho head of 
his company. Having landed with ttio sea~ 
and marines, I had great pleasure in 
witnessing not only the lea! and prompt at- 
tention of the officers to my orders, but also 
thu intrepid bravery of the men, whoi-e good 
and temperate conduct, under circumstances 
of great temptation, (being a whole night in 
the town, employed loading tho captured 
vessels with ordnance, naval stores, and 
provisions) most justly claim my high appro- 
bation and acknowledgment. And I here 
beg leave to rccommeud to their lordships' 
service of mj- first lieutenant, BIr. 
Scott; and of my aid-dc-canip, acting lieu- 
tenant Yoe, to whom I beg leave to refer 
.their lordshipa for information ; nor should 
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the meritorious exertions of acting lieutenant 
Griffin, severely wounded in the arm, or Mr. 
Brown, both of whom were attached to the 
storming party, bo omitted. It is a great 
source of satisfaction to mo to acquaint their 
lordships, that I have on this and all other 
occasions, received from Lieut-Gen. Drum- 
mond that support and attention, which 
never fail in securing perfect cordiality be- 
tween the two services. 

I herewith transmit a list of the killed and 
wounded, and of the ordnance, naval stores, 
and provisions, captured and destroyed by 
the combined attack on the 6th instant. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

James Lucas Yeo, 
Commodore and Commander in Chief. 



not very likely that any addition to them 
would have been made, which could only 
result in heavy expenses to the parties thus 
increasing the honour of their exploits by a 
direct taxation on their pockets. 

The British loss at O.swego was severe— 
eighty-two killed and wounded. That the 
Americans, however, were not suffered to 
retreat quite so coolly as is represented, 
may be inferred from the fact that their 
own* accounts return sixty-nine killed and 
wounded, while sixty prisoners were cap- 
tured. 

The style in which Armstrong winds up 
his account of this affair is very amusing, 
especially when taken in contrast with his 
version of another occurrence which hap- 
pened shortly after. "On the morning of 
the 7th, having collected the small booty 
afforded by the post, and burned the bar- 
racks, the fleet and army of the enemy 
abandoned the enterprise, and returned to 
Kingston." One would scarcely imagine 
that the enterprise thus carelessly spoken of 
had cost the Americans forty thousand dol- 
lars, besides a heavy loss both of life and in 
prisoners. 

The other occurrence alluded to above 
took place on the 30th May, and strikingly 
illustrates General Armstrong's unfair mode 
of writing history. 

By the capture of a boat, Sir Jame^ Yeo 
learned that eighteen other boats, each armed 
with two guns, twenty-foui^ pounders, were 
waiting at Sandy Creek for an opportunity 
of reaching Sackett^s Harbour. Sir James 
accordingly despatched Captains Popham 
and Spilsbury with one hundred and eighty 
seamen and marines to intercept them or 
cut them out. The party having reached 
the creek where they had ascertained that 
the enemy were, commenced the passage 
up, but were attacked from the shore by a 
large party of riflemen, one hundred and 
fifty in number, besides militia, infantry, 
and cavalry, mustering some two hundred 
strong. The British were here fairly caught 
in a trap, and all that remained for them 
was to fight their way back ; and to do this, 
lists would have to be accounted for, it is {parties were landed on both banks, in order 



J. W. Croker, Esq,, &c. 

A list of officers and seamen, of his M^esty's 
fleet on Lake Ontario, killed and wounded 
at Oswego, on the 6th of May, 1814. 

Three seamen, killed ; 2 captains, 1 lieu- 
tenant, 1 master, 7 seamen, wounded. 
Total— ^ killed, 11 wounded. 

A statement of ordnance, naval stores, and 
provisions, brought off and destroyed in a 
combined attack of the sea and land forces 
on the town and fort of Oswego, on the 6th 
May, 1814. 

Ordnance Stores hrovgJit off: — Three long 
32-pounder guns ; four long 24 pounders. 

A quantity of various kinds of Ordnance 
Stores. 

Naval Stores and Provisions : — 3 schoon- 
ers ; 300 barrels of flour, 500 barrels of pork, 
COO barrels of salt, 500 barrels of bread. 

A quantity of large rope. 
Destroyed : — Three long 24-pounder guns, 
one long 12-pounder gun, two long 6-pounder 
guns. 

One schooner, and barracks and other 
public buildings. 

J. L. Yeo, 
Commodore and Commander in Chief. 

The statement of stores captured, given 
by Sir James Yeo, corresponds pretty closely 
with the returns made by the other officers ; 
and, as all the articles enumerated in the 
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to drive back the enemy from a situation 
commanding the passage of the boats. This 
attempt was gallantly made, but numbers 



the destruction or capture of the whole 
party. As a proof, however, of the resist- 
ance, it will suffice to state that the killed 
and wounded amounted to more than one- 
third of the party. That the Americans 
must have had Indians as their allies, is 
evident from the conclusion of Caj)tain Pop- 
ham's official despatch: — "The exertions of 
the American officers of the rifle corps, com- 
manded by Major Appling, in saving the 
lives of many of the officers and men, whom 
their own men and the Indians were devotinr/ 
to death, were conspicuous, and claim our 
warmest gratitude." 

Armstrong begins his statement of the 
affair by styling it an "achiovcment" accom- 
plished by Major Appling and one hundred 
and thirty-two men, omitting all mention of 
either militia or Indians, and he declares that 
the whole British party fell into the hands 
of the Americans without the loss of a single 
man of their party. The probability of this 
the reader can judge of, when it is borne in 
mind that a"^ hand-to-hand conflict occurred 



British had induced the American comman- 
der to concentrate, about Buffalo and Erie 
(where the fleet lay) a large body of troops. 



prevailed, and the result of the affair was One of the American officers, a Colonel 



Cimipbell, judging, doubtless, that it was a 
pity so many men should remain inactive, 
saw, in the occupation of Dover, an opportu- 
nity of distinguishing himself and benefiting 
his country. Taking, then, full five hundred 
United States infantry, he crosse<l over from 
Erie on the 13th May, and, the British troops 
retiring before him, destroyed tlio mills, dis- 
tilleries, and houses in the village. Mr. 
Thornton says: "A squadron of British 
dragoons stationed at the place fled at the 
approach of Colonel CampbeH's detachment, 
and abandoned the women and children, 
who experienced humane treatment from 
the Americans.'' 

If the burning of stores, barns, and dwell- 
ing houses of peaceable and unresisting inha- 
bitants be included in Mr. Thornton's cate- 
gory of humane treatment, we should like to 
be enlightened as to whatwould be considered 
harsh treatment. As a proof, however, that 
even the Americans were ashamed of tlie 
transaction, we have only to mention that a 
court of inquiry, of which General Scott was 



on both banks of the river, and that the : president, was instituted to take the facts 

British were only overpowered by numbers. 

The same disregard of truth, however, which 

caused Armstrong to suppress all mention 

of the militia and infantry, would doubtless 

prompt him to conceal the American loss, 

whatever it might have been. 

An occurrence on the shores of Lake Erie, 
to which we have already alluded, does not 
reflect quite so much credit on the national 
character as did Major Appling's and his 
officers' conduct. Early in March, General 
Drummond had quartered at flie inconsider- 
able village of Dover a small body of dragoons. 
This was done by way of establishing an out- 
post, so that the Americans might not be 
enabled, having the command of the Lake, 
to land, without opposition or notice, troops, 
at a post so close to Burlington heights, the 
grand centre of the British position, and the 
depot for the troops on the Niagara line. 

Fear of another attack on the part of the 



into consideration, and that their decision 
was, "that in burning the houses of the 
inhabitants, Colonel Campbell had greatly 
erred ; but tliis error they imputed to the 
recollection of the scenes of the Raisin and 
the Miami, in the "Western territories, to the 
army of which Colonel Campbell was at that 
time attached, and to the recent devastation 
of the Niagara frontier." 

The court appears to have had most con- 
venient memories, or they could Scarcely 
have forgotten that an act very similar to 
the present had alone caused the destruction 
along the banks of the Niagara. We learn 
from the transaction, that the American 
military tribunals of that day looked upon 
pillage and destruction of private property, 
only a "a trifling error." We will have 
occasion to notice in what light the destruc- 
tion of the public buildings at Washington 
was regarded, and whether the course of the 
British Generals is so lightly considered. 
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Early in April an expedition was organized, 

Machiiimackinac and attack on a new post esta- 
blished at Matchadash, 
and the recapture of Michilimackinac. The 
expedition, however, in consequence, says 
Armstrong,* of a discrepancy in the Cabinet 
at Washington, was not despatched until the 
3rd of July, at which time a detachment of 
regular troops and militia, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Crogan, was embarked on 
board of the fleet, which sailed soon after 
from Detroit for Matchadash. 

The idea of attacking Matchadash was 
very soon abandoned, in consequence of sun- 
dry impediments, writes Armstrong, " aris- 
ing from shoals, rocks, dangerous islands, 
perpetual fogs, and bad pilotage,'' and the 
safer and easier plan of an attack on the 
North-West Company's settlement at St. 
Mary's substituted. This part of the expe- 
dition was entrusted to Captain Holmes of 
the United States Army, and Lieutenant 
Turner of the United States Navy, and very 
effectually the work entrusted to them was 
executed, as every house at the post was de- 
stroyed, no public buildings of any descrip- 



tion being there to warrant this atrocioiis 
outrage. The horses and cattle were kiUed, 
and even the provisions and garden stof^ 
which could not be removed, were destroyed, 
with a view of thoroughly ruining the post. 

Messrs Thomson and Smith are particu- 
larly reserved as to the conduct of their 
countrymen at St. Mary's, but Mr. O'Connor 
boldly declares that ** the property destroyed 
was, according to the maritime law of na- 
tions, as recognized in the English courts, 
good prize, as well as because the Company's 
agent, Johnson, acted the infamous part of a 
traitoTy having been a citizen and magistrate 
of the Michigan territory, before the war, 
and at its commencement, and now discharg- 
ing the functions of magistrate under the 
British Government." 

This position of Mr. O'Connor's, that mer- 
chandise on shore as toell as afloat is good 
prize, must not be lost sight of, as the same 
writer will be found laying down a very dif- 
ferent interpretation of what constitutes 
** good prize," when the proceedings of the 
British in the Chesape^e are under his 
consideration. 



• Letter from the Secretary of War to the 

President.— ^prU 31«^ 1814. 

Sir : So long as we had reason to believe that 
the enemy intended and was in condition to re- 
establish himseVf on the Thames, and open anew 
his intercourse vAih. the Indian tribes of the west, 
it was, no doubt, proper to give to our na>'al means 
a direction which would best obstruct or defeat 
such movement or designs. An order has been 
accordingly given by the navv department, to em- 
ploy the tiotilla, in scouring the shores of the more 
western lakes, in destroying the enemy's trading 
establishment at St. Joseph's, and in recapturing 
Fort Michilimackinac. As, however, our last ad- 
vices show, that the enemy has no efficient force 
westward of Burlington bay, and that he has 
suffered ^he season of easy and rapid transport- 
ation to escape him, it is evident that he means to 
strengthen himself on the peninsula, and make 
Fort Erie, which he is now repairing, the western 
extremity of his line of operation. Under this 
new state of things, it is respectfully submitted, 
whether another and better use cannot be made of 
our flotilla % 

In explaining myself, it is necessary to' premise 
that, the garrisons of Detroit and Maiden included. 
it will be practicable to assemble on the shores and 
navigable waters of Lake Erie, five thousand 
regular troops, and three thousand volunteers and 
roOitia, and that measures have been taken to pro- 
duce this effect on or before the 10th day of June 



next. Without, however, the aid of naval means, 
this force wiHX be comparatively inoperative, and 
necessarily dispersed, but with such aid, compe- 
tent to great objects. 

Lake Erie on which our dominion is nndisput^, 
fkniishes a way scarcely less convenient for ap- 
proaching the heart of Upper Canada than Lake 
Ontario. Eight, or even six thousand men landed 
in the bay between Point Abmo and Fort Erie, 
and operating either on the line of the Niagara, or 
more directly [if a more direct route is found], 
against the Bntish post at the head of Burlington 
bay, cannot be resisted with effect, without com- 
pelling the enemy so to weaken his more eastern 
posts, as to brinff them within reach of our means 
at Sackett's Harix>ur and Plattsburgh. 

In choosing between this object and that to 
which the flotiUa is no>^ destined, there cannot, I 
think, be mud, if any, hesitation. Our attack, 
carried to Burlini^ton and York, interposes a barrier, 
which completely protects Maiden and Detroit — 
makes doubtl\il and hazardous the enemy's inters 
course with the western Indians, reduces Mackinac 
to a possession perfectly useless, renders probable 
the aoandonment of Fort Niagara, and takes from 
the enemy half his motive for continuing the naval 
conflict on Lake Ontario. On the other hand, 
take Mackinac, and what is gained, but Mackinac 
itself. 

i have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed,) JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
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What, too, could the American Govern- 
inent hare thought of the monstrous position 
laid down, that a man, who deserted, ** played 
the infamous part of a traitor." What a 
bitter satire is this of Mr. O'Connor's on the 
whole American Government? and even 
more particularly direct does his shaft fly 
against the comii^^ders of the yessels who 
had captured, either in merchantmen or 
vessels of war, British subjects, and who had 
employed every means short of death to force 
iheai to abandon their national flag. 

It must not be forgotten that there was 
not a^military or naval man of any descrip- 
tion at St Mary's, to warrant this conduct 
on the part of the Americans ; and there is 
▼eijr little room for doubt but that the course 
adopted was in revenge for the failure of the 
principal object of the expedition, which was 
(o get hold of the North- West furs, which 
acheme was, however, happily frustrated. 

" This service," says Armstrong, " being 
soon and successfully performed, the fleet 
sailed for Michilimaoinac, and, on the 26th, 
anchored off that island." 

The laboured attempt of Armstrong to in- 
Test this post with all the defences that 
<ntadels like Quebec possess, is so ludicrous, 
Ihat we are tempted to transcribe the whole 
passage: — 

" After a short reconnoissance, and a few 
experiments, three discoveries, altogether 
imlooked for, were made— 

1st, That, from the great elevation of the 
fort, its walls could not bo battered by the 
^uns of the shipping. 

2d, That, from the steepness of the ascent, 
any attempt to cany the fort by storm would 
probably taiL 

3d. That should this mode of attack suc- 
ceed, it would be useless, inasmuch as every 
foot of its interior was commanded by guns 
placed on higher ground. 

These facts, leaving no hope of success but 
Irom an attack of the upper battery, the 
troops were landed on the 4th August, and 
.conducted to the verge of an old field ; indi- 
cated by the inhabitants as the position 
which would best fulfil the intention of the 
inoTement, when, to Croghan's surpnse, he 



found himself anticipated by the enemy ; 
and in a few minutes, assailed in front from 
a redoubt mounting four pieces of artillery, 
and in flank, by one or more Indian attacks 
made from the surrounding woods. Succeed- 
ing, at last, in repulsing these, and in driving 
the enemy from the cleared ground, it was 
soon discovered that the position was not 
such as was at all proper for a camp of either 
siege or investment, being of narrow surface, 
skirted in the whole circumference \|| woods, 
intersected by deep ravines, and furnishing 
only a difficult and perilous communication 
with the fleet Groghan, at once and wisely, 
withdrew to the Lake shore and re-embarked 
the troops. Our loss on the occasion was 
not great, numerically considered ; but be- 
came deeply interesting by the fate of Capt. 
Holmes, a young man of high promise, uni- 
versally respected and regretted." 

All this reads well, and doubtless pro- 
duced the desired effect ; but what were the 
real facts? That the Americans made a 
feint of landing in one quarter, in which di- 
rection the British troops hastened, the real 
landing having been effected elsewhere almost 
without opposition. A short time, however, 
after the landing, the Americans were at- 
tacked by a body of Indians, and compelled 
to retreat, the British troops having no share 
in the action, the whole credit of which be- 
longs to the Indians. Had the garrison been 
present to co-operate, there is no doubt but 
that the whole party would have been cap- 
tured or killed. The savage and ruthless 
Holmes, the author of all the ravages at St. 
Mary's, met a well-deserved fate, being shot 
during the skirmish. 

Armstrong and others have done their ut- 
most to gloss over this repulse, by represent- 
ing Michilimaoinac as an isolated post, hav- 
ing no influence, direct or indirect, on the 
war. This sort of argument is very conveni- 
ent after defeat, but the question naturally 
arises, why did the American Government 
despatch one thousand troops (for such was 
the number, and not five hundred, as repre- 
sented by Armstrong and others,) against so 
unimportant a post? 

In LieutenaQt-Col. Macdonald's despatch 
to Sir George Prevost, it will be found that 
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the Indians did not receive the credit to 
which they were entitled, but both Veritas' 
Letters, and Sketches of the War admit that 
the repulse was effected by the Indians. 
Colonel Macdouairs despatch states : — 

From Lieutenant-Colonel M'Douall to Sir 
George Prevost. 

MichiUmacinac, Augutt 14, 1814. 
SIR, 

I have reported to lieutenant-general 
PinmilHiiil the particulars of the attack 
made by the enemy on this post on the 4th 
instant. My situation was embarrassing. I 
knew that they could land upwards of 
1,000 men ; and after manning the guns 
at the fort, I had only a disposable force of 



and cautiously, declining to meet me in the 
open ground, but gradually gaining my left 
flank, which the Indians permitted, without 
firing a shot. I was even obliged to weaken 
my small front, by detaching the Michigan 
fcncibles to oppose a party of the enemy, 
which wore advancing to the woods on my 
right. I now received accounts from Major 
Crawford, of the militia, that the enemy's 
two large ships had anchored in the rear of 
my left, and that troops were moving by a 
road in that direction towards the forts. I, 
therefore, immediately moved, to place my- 
self between them and the enemy, and took 
up a position effectually covering them ; from 
whence, collecting the greater part of the 
Indians who had retired, and taking with me 



140 to meet them, which I determined to do, jj^j^^ Crawford and about 50 militia, I <<^aiii 
in order M much as possible to encourage ^^^^.^^^^ ^^ g^pp„rt a party of the Fallsovino 



the Indians, and having the fullest confi 
dence in the little detachment of the New- 
foundland regiment. The position I took 
up was excellent, but at an unavoidable and 
too great a distance from the forts, in each 
of which I was only able to leave 25 militia- 
men. There were likewise roads upon my 
flanks, every inch of which were known to 
the enemy, by means of the people formerly 
residents of this island, who were with 
them. I could not afford to detach a man to 
guard them. 

My position was rather too extensive for 
such a handful of men. The ground was 
commandi-ng, and, in front, dear as I could 
wish it. On both our flanks and rear, a 
thick wood. My utmost wish was, that the 
Indians would only prevent the enemy from 
gaining the woods upon our flanks, which 
would have forced them upon tlie open 
ground in our front. A natural breastwork 
protected my men from every shot ; and I 
had told them that, on a close approach of 
the enemy, they wore to pour in a volley, 
and immediately charge ; numerous as the 
enemy were, all were fully confident of the 
result. 

On the advance of tlie enemy, my 6-pounder 
and 3-pounder opened a heavy fire upon 
them, but not with the effect they should 
have had : being not well manned, and for 
want of an artillery-officer, who would have 
been invaluable to us. They moved slowly 



Indians; who, with their gallant chief, 
Thomas, had commenced a spirited attack 
upon the enemy ; who, in a short time, lost 
their second in command and several other 
ofiicers ; seventeen of whom we counted dead 
upon the field, besides what they carried off, 
and a considerable number wounded. The 
enemy^retired in the utmost haste and con- 
fusion, followed by the troops, till they found 
shelter under the very powerful broadside of 
their ships, anchored within a few yards of 
the shore. They re-embarked that evening, 
and the vessels immediately hauled off. 
I have the honor, &c. 

R. M'DOUALL, lieutenant-coloneL 
His Excellency Sir George Prevost, &c. 

Mr. Thomson, in Sketches of the War, 
does not use his own language, but quotes 
from Captain Sinclair's letters the following 
passage — ** Miehilimacinac is, by nature, a 
perfect Gibraltar, being a high inaccessible 
rock on every side, except the west ; fr<:)m 
which, to the heights, you have nearly two 
miles to pass tlirough a wood, so thick, that 
our men were shot down in every direction, 
and within a few yards of them, without being 
able to see the Indians^ who did it. * * * 
Several of the commanding officers were 
picked out, and killed or wounded by the 
savages, without seeing any of them. The 
men were getting lost and falling into con- 
fusion, natural under such circumstances ; 
which demanded an immediate retreat, or a 



raSTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 



total defeat, and a general massacio iuu-.< 
haro ensued," This wan conductcil in n 
mastnrlj manner bj Col. Croghan, nln> liini 
lost that valuable and trtr to be lam/)ilril 
officer, Mtyor Holmes, who, with Capt. \'.m 
Horn, wa» killod bj the Indians." 

It U iTorth; of Tomarlc that to the Itiillaii>i 
is hero ^ivpn llie credit of thia topulHi.'. ;iwl 
had this rcallj not b«cuthe coae, thori.' is i!^ 
doubt hut that Mr. TUomaon would piaiHv 
have Bwollc'l the roll of difficulties whji.ii iln' 
Americnns lisul to contend againHt. -Vi^ J! is. 
Mr. Thonwun deutorcs " that the Indians 
ftlijue exucoded Ihe strength of Col. Ccoglian'a 
detaciiniont, and that tliis intrepid young 
offiecr was cunipelled to withdraw his fnrcn; 
fcflcr hoving sustiiinod a loss of BJ^ttj-sij 
killed and wounded." 

There were but fifty Indians on the ifhim' 
at the time of the attack, so that Mr. Tlimti 
■on's "intrepid yoanff offieer," the lifrn o 
Sanduskj, didiiotcorer himself with Inurcl^ 
on the oeuosiuB. 

Shortly after the arrival of Col. MePottall 
at MichilimaciQac, 
' was joined by so n 
of the Western Iiidi 
that ho felt warranted in despatching a p 
to attack the liite Indian post of Pniirio ilu 
Chien, some four hundred and fifty 
from Miehilimocinac, on the Missi. 
which had been lately taken possewiim of liy 
Gon. Clark. A St. Louin paper states that 
"every attention wns directed to thoorectii>n 
of a temporary place calculated for defoni 
that a new fort wns progressing, and that 
the defence was entrusted to one li>irdro<~ 
and thirtj-fonr dauntless young fellows livn 
the country." Benidei these dauntles- 
fellows, we know that sixty rank ami 



From Lieulaiaat-Colonel JITA'ay to Lirultimnt- 
Colonel M'DouaU 

FtMirit di> CMot, FWI ITKiit- 

SIR, July 27, 1814. 

I have the honour to oommunicate to yoa, 
that I arrived here on the ITth instant at 12 
o'clock ; my furco amounting to C60 men : 
of which, 150 were Michigan foneibles, 
lodian volunteers, and officers of the In- 
dian department, the remainder Indians. 

1 found that tlio encDij bad a small fort, 
situated on a height, immediately behind 
tho village, with two Mockhouse.', perfectly 
safe from Indians, and that they liad 15 pieces 
of cannon, and CO or 70 effective men, 
officers iacludeii. That, lying at anchor in 
the middle of the TkliBsissippi, directly in 
front of the fort, there was a very large gun- 
boat, called Governor Clark, gun-boat No. 1, 
mounting 14 pieces of cannon, some G and 3 
{lounders, and a number of cohorns, manned 
with TO or SO men with muskcln, and 
measuring 70 feet keel. This floating 
blockliouse is so constructed, that she can 
be rowed in any direction, tho men on board 
being perfectly safe from small arms, while 
they can use their own to the greatest ad- 
vantage. 



At half-past 12 o'clock, 1 sent captain 

Anderson witli a flag of truce, to invite them 

' to surrender, wiiii-h they refused. My in- 

' teotion was not to have mode an attack till 

next morning at day-light ; but, it being 

' impossible to control tho Indians, I ordered 

D play upon the gun-boat, wliii.^ 

^ she djd with a surpriiing good effect ; for, 

e of tlirce hours, the time the action 

lasted, she fired 80 rounds, two-thirds of 

'""■"i which went into tlie Governor Clark. They 

kept up a constant Sre upon us, both from 

II,. „n r.B,ment w.ro pre.ent. .Ml ,1,;, ^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^_^^^ ^^ 

pr.p«r.t»n ,ho,v. th. ,mporta.c» .U:.!,..! „^^ ,^ ^^_ ^^.^^ „_, ^^ ^^ ^ 

'•-' '. within moakct-shot of tho fort, from whence 

"' '^'^ we beat the boat out of her station. She 



to tho post, and makes it the n 
that no American author should have :U 
to tho expedition despatched against it 
Tho oUiect in making this attack iv 
remove tlie possibility of an unc-ti! 
attack on Michilimacinac from the 
Col. McKiiy's dispatch to Col. McDour 



cut her cable and ran down tho current, 
and was sheltered under the island. We 
wore obliged to desist, it being impossible, 
with our little barges, to attempt to board 
only gun in pursuit of her would 



be fiund sufficiently explanatory uiibuut have exposed our whole camp to the enemy; 
further comment from us. she therefore made her escape. 
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On the 19th, finding there were only six 
rounds of round shot remaining, including 
three of the enemy's we had picked up, the 
day was employed in making lead bullets 
for the gun, and throwing up two breast- 
works : one within 700 yards, and the 
other within 450 yards of the fort. At six 
in the evening, every thing being prepared, 
I marched to the first breast-work, from 
whence I intended throwing in the remain- 
ing six rounds. At the moment, ihe first 
ball was about being put into the cannon, a 
white flag was put out at the fort, and im- 
mediately an officer came down with a note 
and surrendered. It being too late I deferred 
making them deliver up their arms in form 
till morning, but immediately placed a 
strong guard in the fort, and took possession 
of the artillery; From the time of our 
landing till they surrendered, the Indians 
kept up a constant but perfectly useless fire, 
upon the fort : the distance from whence 
they fired was too great to do execution, even 
had the enemy been exposed to view. 

I am happy to inform you, that every man 
in the Michigan fencibles, Canadian volun- 
teers, and officers in the Indian department, 
behaved as well as I could possibly wish ; 
and, though in the midst of a hot fire, not a 
man was even wounded except three Indians; 
that is, one Puant, one Fallsovine, and one 
Sioux, all severely, but not dangerously. 

One lieutenant, 24th U. S. regiment ; one 
militia captain, one militia lieutenant, 
three seijeants, three corporals, two musi- 
cians, 53 privates, one commissary, and 
one interpreter, have been made prisoners, 
One iron 6-pounder, mounted on a garrison, 
carriage ; one iron 8-pounder, on a field 
carriage ; three swivels, 61 stand of arms, 
four swords, one field-carriage for 6-pounder, 
and a good deal of ammunition ; 28 barrels 
of pork, and 46 barrels of flour: those 
are the principal articles found in the 
fort when surrendered. 



I will now take the liberty to request 
your particular attention to captains RoUette 
and Anderson ; the former for his activity 
in many instances, but particularly during 
the action. The action having commenced 
unexpectedly, he ran down from the upper 



end of the village, with his company, 
through the heat of the fire to receive 
orders ; and before and since, in being in- 
strumental in preserving the citizens from 
being quite ruined by pillaging Indians^; 
and the latter, for his unwearied attention 
in keeping everything in order during the 
route, and his activity in following up the 
cannon during the action, and assisting in 
transporting the ammunition. Lieutenant 
Portier, of captain Anderson's company ; 
lieutenants Graham and Brisbois, of the In- 
dian department ; captain Dean of the 
Prairie du Chien militia ; and lieutenant 
Powell, of the Green Bay, all acted with 
courage and activity, so becoming Cana- 
dian militia or volunteers. The interpreters 
also behaved well, but particularly M. St 
Germain, from the Sault St. Marie, and 
M. Rouville, Sioux interpreter: they abso- 
lutely prevented their Indians committing 
any outrage in the plundering way. Com- 
missary Honors, who acted as lieutenant in 
captain Rollette's company irhose singular 
activity in saving and keeping an exact ac- 
count of provisions surprised me, and with- 
out which we must unavoidably have lost 
much of that essential article. The Michi- 
gan fencibles, who manned the gun, be- 
haved with great courage, coolness, and 
regularity. As to the sorjeant of artillery, 
too much cannot be said of him ; for t^ 
fate of the day, and our success are to be 
attributed, in a great measure, to his 
courage, and well-managed firing. 

Since writing the foregoing, a few Sanks 
have arrived at the rapids, at the Rock river, 
with two Canadians, and bring the follow- 
ing information : On tlie 2l8t instant, six 
American barges, three of which were 
armed, were coming up and encamped in the 
rapids ; that, in the course of the night, the 
party of Indians having the four bags of 
gunpowder I sent from this on the 17th, 
reached, them. The barges being encamped 
at short distances from each other, they, on 
the 22d, early in the morning, attacked the 
lowest, and killed, about 100 persons, took 
five pieces of cannon, and burnt the barge : 
the other barges seeing this disaster, and 
knowing there were British troops here, ran 
off. This is, perhaps, one of the moet 
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AtUrk oo Kid d 



■brilliant actions, fought by Indiana only, 

unce the commencomont of tho war. 

I hnvo, Ao. 

W. M'KAT, Lleutonant-colonc!. 

IJeutcDftnt-coltmel M'Doiiall, 

commanding at Micbilimncinac. 
Thta notice of tho Indians would have 
fiome with a better grace from Col. McKay, 
iisd he notprCTiously itiit«d that the fire incea- 
santly kept up by them was perfectly use- 
leaa, from their being lofar off, while, in the 
Tary next paragraph, he admits that not a 
■niKn, except three laduua, was wounded. 
How \% this reconcilable with (he respectful 
distance which thoy observodf and did it 
not occur tu Col. McKay, when Blatiog thai 
tiis red allies got wouudod, that he 
tiieroby admitting the fact of their being 
tmder fire ? 

Captain Sinclair aftet 

ir tiw saof the repulse at Micliili- 

,«. ......Mm!!. macinac, thinking, wc 

presume, that it would not answer to roturn 
: empty-handed, ami having missed the furs 
:at St. Mary's and St. Joseph's, determined 
'tg make a third attempt to acquire laurels 
and booty by a descent on a block house, 
■milee up the Nottawosogo, situate on 
-aonth-eost side of the river, which hare i 
parallel to, and forma a narrow peninsula 
'With, tho shore of Gloucester Bay. The 
.BBCCBsa of the expedition was complete, 
far OS the destruction of the block house, but 
:neither tho Nancy, her men, nor the furs 
rewarded tho prowess of captain Sinclair 
Rod hia party, a» lieutenant Worselj, who 
commanded, burned the Nancy, a small 
.trading schooner belonging to tho North 
West Company, to p roT en t the enemy taking 
-poseossion of her, and, as the block house 
imd been set fire to by a sboU, he himself 
retired with his party up the river. T 
whole of the North West Company's vali 
■ble furs had been previously doapatcbed up 
the French rirer, so that the sole reword 
-reaped on the occasion was the destruction 
ofa log block house, and the destruction of 
tk echooner some eighty or a hundred tons 
burthen. Although no benefit was reaped 
'by the Americans in this afioir, it was pro- 
duotive of ultimate good to the British, as. 



when captain Sinclair departed for LAks 
Erie, ho left the two American Scbooners, 
Tigress and Scorpion, to blockade the Not- 
tawosago, hoping thereby, as it was the only 
route by which provisions or supplies of any 
description could be forwarded to Mlchili- 
macinac, that he should be thus enabled to 
starve out o place which had auccessfully 
resisted on attack by arma. In obedience, 
probably, to orders, tho schooners took a trip 
to the neighbourhood of St. Joseph's, and 
were discovered by some Indians, who dis- 
closed the fact of their presenee to liealenant 
Woraloy, with tho addi^onal information 
that they were fifteen miles apart. Acting 
this information, lieutenant Worsley pro- 
ceeded lo take tho measures which will bo 
found detailed in tho following despatch : — 



ilinanncir. firflttibcr 7, 



SIB, 

I have the honor to report to jou the par- 
ticulars of the capture of the United States' 
schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, by a de- 
tachment from this garrison, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Woraloy, of the royal 
navy, and myself. 

In obedience to your orders, we loft Mich- 
ilimacinoc on the evening of the Ist instant, 
boats, one of which was manned by 
under Lieutenant Worsley, thoothers 
by a detachment of tho royal Newfoundland 
■egiment, under myself, Linutonants Arm- 
strong, and Radcnburst. Wo arrived near 
the Dfitonr about siui-set on the following 
day ; but nothing was attempted that night, 
as the enemy's position had not been cor- 
!Ctly ascertained. Tho troops remained 
the whole of the 3rd instant concealed 
amongst tho woods, and, aboutC o'clock that 
evening, began to move towarda the enemy, 
had to row about six miles, during 
which the most perfect order and silence 
ligned- The Indians who accompanied 
i from Macinac, were left about three 
ilcs in the rear- About o'clock at night 
wo discovered the enemy, and had approached 
thin 100 yards before they hailed us. 
On receiving no answer, thoy opened a smart 
fire upon us, both of musketry and of the 
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24-poundor. All opposition, iiowovor, \wi = 
in vain ; aud in tlio courso of fiyo miimli's, 
the enemj's vessel wna boiirdcd anil carrieJ, i 
by LioutennntWorsoley ftnd lieutenant Arni- 
etrunfT on tlio star boar J-Hidc, and my hijn.t 
and Lieutenant Itadcnburgt'a on the l:\r-. 
board. She proved to be the Tigress, com- 
manded by sailing-master Chomplin, mount- 
ing one lung 24-puunder, and with a eoni[>!o- [ 
ment of 30 men. Tho defence of tbia V(..-.'=i! 
did credit fo her officers, who weisi all. 
Beveroly wounded. She had thrco imri | 
wounded and throe missing, suppoB:;! i<- 
hate been Itillcd and thrown immedi.i!i'!v 
OTcrlward. Our loss is two scanicn kiUi^'l,' 
and SGTcral suldlerti and seamen slij^iitlyj 
wounded. 

On the morning of tho 4th instant the pri- 
Boncrs were sent in a boat to Macinnc, un- 
der a guard, and wo prepared to attack tlii' 
other Bchooner, which wo understood wn- 
anchored lo miles further down. The pn^i- 
tion of the Tigress was not altered; anil, tbi' 
batter to carry on tho deception, the .\iiir.'- 
rican pendant was kept Hying. On thi> .'>tli 
instant, we discerned tho enemy's Bcboijrttr 
bcatinj; up to us ; the soldiers I direcli'ii I" 
keep below, or to lie down on the deck, !<■ 
avoid being seen. Every thing succeeik'd !•■ 
our wish; the enemy came to anchor iiLoiit^ 
two miles from us in tho night; and, o.< d.iv 
dawucdon tlieCthinstont, wesiiptour Ciibli.',' 
and ran down under our jib and foii'^ail,| 
Every tiling was BO well managed by Lieu-' 
tenant Worselej, that wo were withi;i U'n 
yards of the enemy before they discovered 
us. It was then too late ; fur, in the course 
of fivo minutes, her deck was covered with 
our men, and the British flag hoisted over 
the American. She proved to be the Scor- 
pion, commanded by Lieutenant Turner, of 
the Uuitcd Suites' navy ; carrying one long 
24-poundcr in her hold, with a comploment 
of 32 men. She had two men killed, and 
two wounded. I enclose a return of our 
killed and wounded, and am happy to say 
that Che latter ate but slight. 

To the admirable good conduct and man ' 
agement of Lieutenant Worseley, of the rojal 
navy, the succoss Ib to be in a great measure | 



attributed ; but I must assure jon, th&t 
every officer and man did his dntj. 
I have the honor to bet £c. 

A. n. BULGER, 
Lieutenant Royal Newfoundland RegimenL 
To Lioutenont'Coloncl Mc'Douoll, tc. Ac 

Return of killed and wounded of the 
troops, employed in the capture of the United 
States' Bchooners, Scorpioa and Tigress, on 
the 3rd and 6th of September, 1814. 

Rnyal Artillery; — 1 rankandfilc, wounded. 

Royal Newfaandiand Begiment; — 1 JAtn- 
tenant, G raik and file, wounded. 

Officer wounded. 

Lieutenant Bulger, slightly, 

K.B. Three seauA^n killed. 

' Lieutenant Bulger does not mention in his 
despatch anything relative to the value of 
thesesehooners, which were appraised Bhortff 
after, by the proper officers, and valued St 
sixtoon thousand pounds sterling. Aa all 
mention of force is also omitted, it willbflU 
well to etnte that the party conBiBt«d of 
lieutenant Worseley, one midshipman, otM 
mate, and seventeen aeamcn, with lieutenant 
Bulger and fifty rank and file. Besides this 
number, thcro were fortj-one others takui 
from the Indian department, the commisBk- 
riat, £e., besides thrco Indian chiefs. The 
American versions of this affiiir, which ww 
made the subject of a court of investigation 
by their government, fully sustain tbeii 
character for fertility of invention. Befora 
tbe court, the British force was made to oon- 
sist of three hundred soldiers, sailors and 
Indians. Mr. Thomson supplies lieut«D&nt 
Worseley with two hundred and fifly Indian*, 
a hundred and fifly sailors, and a detachment 
of the Newfoundland regiment. Mr.O'Connor 
mentions no numbers, but introduces inateid 
the following Bt 



"Captain Arthur Sinclair,commanding the 
lliiiled States' naval force on the upper 
lakes, states in a letter to tbe Secretary of 
the Navy, on tho authority of sailing mas- 
Champlin, that ' tho conduct of the 
enemy to their prisoners (the crew of the 
Tigress), and the inhuman butchery of those 
who fell into their hands, at the attack on 
Michilimocinac, has been barliarous beyond 
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ftpanllel. The fonuor have been plDnder>i>i| 
of almost every article of clothing thoj pc^n- i 
Maaod; the latter hod their henrtii and livers 
taken out, which were acluallij cooked an</ 
fiatted on by the Bavagcs ; and that too i.i 
tktquartert of the Briliak officers, »anelion-:d 
tj Col. HcDouall.' " I 

It ia only necessary to remark on tbii' 
extraordinary fabrication of Mr. O'Connor's, 
thattherewcreno prisoners tak on at Michili- 
macinac, and that in the proceedings, ^° 
reported by American joiimnls, of the cnu rt 
of enquiry that tried the ofGccra and crew of 
the Tigress, no such proceedings were ovi-t] 
hinted at la it probable that such condui r, 
had it occurred, would have been passed ovi-r 
in silence, afibrding, as it would have dono, ' 
such an opportunity of stigmatizing t!i<!' 
British f The answer is obvious, yet «>.' 
find that Mr. O'Connor's book, with tli.- 
atrocious statement uncontradicted, has pn'-- , 
Md through many editions, and is even nov, 
a class book of history in the United State-. 

In regard to the numbers, the statomoniy 
famished by authoritias wbo wrote on the 
sabject at the time, hare enabled us to dis- 
prove the American exaggerations, by giviiig 
the correct numbers. [ 

We must now pass, fir' 
tho present, from the C|>- 
erations by land, and take a glance at tbi: 
occurrences that had taken place daring tlu- 
lest few months. We must not omit, hoM - 
«ver, to notice one sbktement of IngcrBol'.' 
relative to the capture of tho Argus by II. M. 
Siig tho Pelican, wbich we have already 
touched upon. 

In extenuation of the loss of the Argc--. 
Isgersol states "that on the 13th Auguhi. 
thi Argus captured a Tossolloadcd with wino, 
of which too free use was made by the Anti?- 
rican crew, soon af^er which her flag wa-. 
not inglorioosly, struck, after on engagement 
with the English brig of wor Pelican, Capt. 
Maples." 

Now what inference is to be drawn from 
this pa!>sagef Is it to bo cmstrued into n 
confession that (he American captain resorti'l 
to an attempt to give bis crew what is com- 
monly styled Dutcli courage, or should It be 
taken as a very severe reproof upon t!ic 



disciplinoof the crew of the Argus? Ingersol 
knew full well, when ho attempted this 
ridiculous excuse, that when a merchant 
vessel is taken by a man of war, that, should 
she not be destroyed, a prize crew is put on 
board of her, and she is despatched to the 
nearest port ; had he, therefore mentioned as 
a reason why the price was recaptured, that 
the prize crow got drunk, it would have been 
of DO unusual occurrence. Again, how were 
tho crew of tho Argus to have got at the 
wine : the prize was not taken by boarding, 
but by a gun fired across bor Uiws, and bo 
soon as a boat's crew was put on board of 
her, the Pelican being discovered, tho boat's 
crew were recalled, and tho brig set on fire, 
I Is it probable that tho captain and uiHcors of 
I tlio Argus would bo so remiss in (heir duties 
as not to notice the boat's crow bringing 
back from the prize so much wine as to 
intoiicato a whole crow, and keep them in 
that state fur twenty-four hours, the time 
that elapsed between the capture of the brig 
and the going into action, Tlie whole idea 
is absurd, and only fumislies another in- 
stance of what American writers will resort 
.to in order to bolster up any national dis- 
honour or defeat 

> On the 24th of May Commodore Decatur, 
Decniar'n cniiM In commanding the United 
it^nil^li^rtllS States forty -four- gun 
"■""^ frigate, with the Mace- 

donian, thirty'.eight, and tlic Unmet, eighteen 
gun sloop, star(ed for tlie East Indies from 
New York. By the lat June, the American 
squadron had got through tlie intricacies of 

.Long Island sound, by which passage they 
were forced to endeavour to get out. Sandy 
Ifook being blockaded, and (hoy stood out to 
sea. At nine a. m., however, they wore dis- 
covered by II. M. ship Valiant, sovonty- 

Ifour guns, in company with tlie eigbtecn- 
poundcr, forty-gun frigate Acasta, and im- 

. mediately ehasod. Hero was a glorions 

I opportunity for Commodore Decatur ; he had 
been thirsting fur an opportunity to tackle 

'single-banded to a British seventy-four; and 
as according to American accounts the 
Macedonian was as fine n frigate as the 
British had ever built, the Acasta was just 
her match, and if any slight make-weight 

^might have been required, it was amply 
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supplied by the Hornet. What then did 
• Commodore Decatur do ? He ran back to 
New London, being compelled to start a 
great part of his water, and throw his pro^ 
visions overboard, to escape capture. The 
Commodore did not attempt to increase the 
force in pursuit, but the American papers 
did; and it was, accordingly, circulated 
through the Union, that three vessels had 
chased, a razee being added to the real 
number. 

An attempt was made a short time after 
, ^ ^, the chase of Decatur and 

Attempt to blow up 

the K&miiies, at Fbher his squadron, to blow up 

the Ramilics, seventy- 
four, then at Anchor at Fisher's Island. 
James gives the following account of this 
occurrence. 



Two merchants of New York, encouraged 
by a promise of reward from the American 
Government, formed a plan for destroying 
the Kamilies, Captain Sir Thomas Master- 
man Hardy. A schooner named the Eagle 
was laden with several casks of gunpowder, 
having trains leading from a species of gun 
lock, which, upon the principle of clock- 
work, went off at a given period aflcr it had 
been set. Above the casks of powder, and 
in full view at the hatchway, were some 
casks of flour, it being known at New York 
that the Ramilies was short of provisions, 
and naturally supposed that Captain Hardy 
would immediately order the vessel along- 
side, in order to get the ship's wants sup- 
plied." 



sloop, which had been recently captured, 
and lay a short distance off. 

The lieutenant did as he was ordered, and 
at 2 h. 30 m., p. m., while he and his men 
were in the act of securing her, the schooner 
blew up with a tremendous explosion. The 
poor lieutenant and ten of the fine fellows, 
who were with him, perished ; and the re* 
maining three men escaped only with being 
shockingly scorched. 

Both James and Brenton are very sever© 
in their animadversions on this head, and 
Jnmcs declares that he fully concurs with 
Brenton in the following remark : — 

" A quantity of arsenic placed .amongst 
the food, would have been so perfectly com- 
patible with the rest of the contrivance, that 
we wonder it was not resorted to. Should 
actions like these receive the sanction of 
Government, the science of war, and the law 
of nations, will degenerate into the barbarity 
of the Algerines ; and murder and pillage 
will take the place of kindness and humanitj 
to our enemies." 



** Thus murderously laden, the schooner 
sailed from New York and stood up the 
sound. On the 25th, in the morning, the 
Eagle approached New London, as if intend- 
ing t^ enter that river. The Ramilies dis- 
patched a boat, with thirteen men, under 
lieutenant John Geddes, to cut her off. At 
eleven, a. m., lieutonant Geddes boarded the 
schooner, and found that the crew, after 
having let go her only anchor, had aban- 
doned their vessel and fled to the shore. 

The lieutenant brought the fatal prize 
near the Ramilies, and Sir Thomas ordered 
him to place the vessel alongside of a trading 



We confess we are not of this opinion. 
We see in this transaction nothing more 
than the modified use of fire ships, and can- 
not see the difference between this scheme 
and the Emperor of Russia sinking subma- 
rine charges to blow up vessels attempting 
the passage to Cronstadt. Some eminent 
writers on the subject, such as Wolf, &c., 
have asserted tliat war legalizes any violence, 
and that fraud and poison may be employed 
against enemies ; Grotius, Vatel, and other 
authorities have defined the legitimate mode 
of war to be the employment only of suck 
force as is necessary to accomplish the end 
of war — rather an ambiguous definition. 
Leaving, however, this nice point to be set- 
tled by the peace congress, we would direct 
attention to Ingersol's inconsistency on this 
subject. He is very eloquent on the em- 
ployment of the Indians by the British, and 
declares that " God and nature put no such 
means in men's hands ; shocking to every 
lover of honorable war. In vain has religion 
been established if these acts of cruelty are 
permitted." 
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Now surely the omployment of Indians 
was no more shocking to every lover of 
honorable war, than the attempt to blow up 
the Ramilies. Yet we find Ingersol repro- 
bating the one and passing over the other. 

"We are more honest than Ingersol, and 
can find no difference between a shell thrown 
into Odessa, and a fire-ship sent into Cron- 
stadt or Sebastopol. Every Christian must 
deplore war as a calamity, but so long as the 
necessity of a thing, so opposed to every 
Divine law as a state of warfare, is recog- 
nized by nations, we cannot see how it is to 
be regulated by Christian rules. 

Perhaps one of the most signal instances 

A««ri«nb««ttog,ta °^ «nWu8hing effrontery 
rofrrenre to the ooane occurred in the case of 

of the President .i « . , ^ 

the President, Commo- 
dore Rodgers. The President was on her 
return from her third cruise, and having 
passed the Delaware was standing for New 
York^ "when," says the Commodore, "I 
saw nothing until I made Sandy Hook, 
when I again fell in with another of the 
enemtfs squadrons ; and by some unaccount- 
able cause, was permitted to enter the bay, 
although in the presence of a decidedly 
superior force, after having been obliged to 
remain outside, seven hours and a half, wait- 
ing for the tide." 



This assertion of the Commodore's was 
not sufficient for the officers of the Pre- 
sident, who improved on the story, and 
asserted that seeing a large ship to wind- 
ward they ** backed the maintopsail and 
cleared for action. The strange sail came 
down within gun-shot, and hauled her wind 
on the starboard tack. We continued, with 
our maintopsail to the mast, three hours, 
and, seeing no probability of the seventy- 
*four gun ship's bearing down to engage, the 
President gave her a shot to windward, and 
hoisted our colours ; when she bore up for 
us reluctantly. AVhen within half gun-shot, 
backed her maintopsail. At this moment, 
all hands were called to muster aft, and the 
Commodore said a few but expressive words, 
though it was unnecessary ; for what other 
stimulant could true Americans want, than 
fighting gloriously in the sight of their na- 



tive shore, where hundreds were assembled to 
witness the engagement." 

"The commander of the seventy-four," 
adds the writer of this veracious document, 
" had it in his power, for five hours, to 
bring us at any time to an engagement, our 
maintopsail to the mast during that ti^le. 
It was afterwards ascertained that tlie ship 
which declined the battle with the President, 
was the Plantagenet, seventy-four. Captain 
Lloyd. The reason given by Captain Lloyd 
for avoiding an engagagcment was that his 
crew were in a state of mutiny." 

One would almost think that this was inven« 
tion enough to put forth on an imaginary sub- 
ject ; not so, however, as another American 
writer declares that "Captain Lloyd after 
returning to England hod several of his 
sailors tried and executed on this charge." 

Unfortunately for the truth of these state- 
ments, the Plantagenet, on the day that 
Commodore Rodgers was off the Hook, was 
off Barbodoes, at least sixteen hundred 
miles distant. Again, the crew of the 
Plantagenet was one of the finest in the 
service, and no such trials took place on her 
return home. The vessel that was magni- 
fied into a seventy-four by the diseased imag- 
ination of Rodgers and his officers, was the 
thirty-eight gun frigate Loire, Captain Tho- 
mas Brown, and his reasons for not bring- 
ing the President to action were, that he 
had seventy-four men away in prizes, and 
forty in sick bay, thus leaving out of three 
hundred and thirty two men, only two hun- 
dred and seventeen to go into action with a 
vessel carrying four hundred and seventy. 



CruiM of the Essex. 



We have lost sight of the Essex, thirty-two 

gun frigate, Capt. Por- 
ter, who sailed towards 
the end of 1812, on a cruise to the Pacific. 
The Essex was to have made this cruise 
in company with the Constitution and Hor- 
net, but not meeting with these vessels at 
the rendezvous. Captain Porter proceeded 
alone, and on the 14th of March, having 
captured the British packet Norton, with 
eleven thousand pounds sterling on board, 
arrived at Valparaiso, on the coast of Chili. 
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Having revictualled his ship, Capt. Porter 
stood over to the Gallipagos, where he cap- 
tured twelve whalers. Two of these the 
American commander armed and manned as 
cruisers, the manning part of the operation 
being completed by inducing several of the 
crews of the whale ships to desert, and by 
taking several Americans out of a Peruvian 
vessel. The larger of these vessels, newly 
christened the Essex Junior, was armed with 
twenty guns (ten long sixes, and ten eigh- 
teen pound carronades) and a complement 
of ninety-five men. 

It does not appear that Capt. Porter was 
very successful between this time and the 
beginning of 1814, when we find him still in 
company with the Essex Junior in Valpa- 
raiso. 

On the 8th of February the British thirty- 
six gun frigate Phoebe, Captain llillyar, and 
the eighteen gun sloop. Cherub, Captain 
Tucker, long in pursuit of Captain Porter, 
discovered his vessels at anchor with two of 
the prizes, stood into and anchored in the 
port. With the usual policy of his country, 
Captain Porter began to tamper with the 
British seamen, by hoisting at his fore-top- 
gallant mast head a white flag, with the 
motto, " Free Trade and Sailors' Rights." 
This was answered by Captain Hillyar, who 
ran up a St. George's ensign, with the motto 
"God and Country; British Sailors' Best 
Rights ; Traitors offend both." Three or 
four days after, Captain Porter returned to 
the attack by hoisting a flag, on which was 
inscribed "God, our Country, and Liberty ; 
Tyrants ofcn J both." 

After remaining sometime in harbour, and 
making several ineffectual attempts to escape 
from his watchful antagonist, Capt. Porter, 
on the 27th of March, was blown out of the 
Harbour, followed immediately by both Bri- 
tish vessels, and, after an attempt to run his 
vessel on shore, easily captured ; the Essex 
junior having been secured also. Captain 
Porter and part of his crew succeeded in es- 



caping to shore, taking with them part of 
the specie. This, however, was only partially 
effected, from their boats having been much 
cut up by the fire of the Phccbe. The loss 
of the two British vessels was five killed and 
ten wounded. Captain Porter asserted that 
he had fifty-eight killed and sixty-six 
wounded, and there is no means of disprov- 
ing the assertion. " The battered state of 
the Essex," declared Captain Porter, " must 
prevent her ever reaching England." In 
spite, however, of the assertion, she waa 
safely anchored in Plymouth Sound. The 
superiority was decidedly in favour of the 
British (not more so, however, than in the 
three first actions of the war, the advantage 
was the other way), so there is no room for 
further observation on the matter, than to 
examine what became of the prizes taken by 
the Essex. The Essex junior, we have just 
seen recaptured ; another, the Gcorgiana, 
armed with sixteen guns, and a prize crew 
of over forty men, was fitted up with sper- 
macetti oil taken from the others, and de- 
spatched to the United States ; her passage 
was cut short in the West Indies by the Ba- 
rossa frigate. The cargo was valued at one 
hundred thousand dollars. The Policy and 
New Zealander were filled with all the oil 
from the other ships, and sent home. They 
were, however, both recaptured, with their 
prize crows — the first by the Loire, the second 
by the Bclvidera. The R<^se and Charlton 
were given up to the prisoners; the Sir 
Andrew Hammond was taken by the Che- 
rub ; the Hector, Greenwich, and Catherine 
got burned, and the Seringapatam was run 
away with by her crew, who delivered her to 
her owners in payment of salvage. It will 
thus be seen that, a balance being struck, the 
result would not be very favourable to the 
American Government, the loss of the Essex 
being taken into consideration ; not to speak 
of the valuable services of Captain E^vid 
Porter, of whose talents as a despatch-writer 
we will furnish the reader with an example 
in our next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Captain DaTid Porter as a writer of despatches. 
— Fifth inTasion of Canada by a United 
States* army. — General Brown's proclama- 
tion or general order. — General Brown's 
force. — Surrender of Fort Erie. — General 
Brown's Despatch — Moyements of the Ame- 
rican army. — General Brown's inaction and 
timidity. — ^Brown's letter to Chaoncey. 

Wi give below, as promised in our last 

Captain Darid Porter chapter, Capt. Porter's 

Ma writer of despatches, lengthy vindication of 

♦ Lttterfirom Captain Porter to the Secretary of 

the Navy, 

Esssx Junior, July 8rd, 1814 
at Sea. 

Snt, — ^I have done myself the honour to ad- 
dross you repeatedly since I left the Delaware ; 
but have scarcely a hope that one of my 
letters has reached you ; therefore consider it 
necessary to give you a brief history of my pro- 
ceedings since that period. 

I sailed from the Delaware on the 27th of 
October, 1812, and repaired with all diligence 
(agreeably to instructions from Commodore 
Bainbridge) to Port P^nya, Fernando de Noron- 
ho, and Cape Frio ; and arrived at each place 
on the day appointed to meet him. On ipy 
passage from Port Praya to Fernando de Noron- 
ho, I captured his Britannic Mi^esty's packet 
Nocton; and after taking out about 71,000 
pounds sterling in specie, sent her under com- 
mand of Lieutenant Finch for America. I 
cruixed off Rio de Janeiro, and about Cape Frio, 
until the 12th of January, 1818, hearing fre- 
quently of the Commodore, by vessels from 
Bahia. I here captured but one schooner, with 
hides and tallow — I sent her into Porto Rico. 
The Montague, the Admiral's ship, being in 
pursuit of me, my proYisions now getting short, 
and finding it necessary to look out for a supply, 

20 



himself for the loss of the Essex, and we 
to have been particularly struck with the 
display of motto flags, and the number of 
jacks at the mast heads, apparently quite 
forgetful that ho acknowledges to have 
sported an equal number himself. An en- 
sign and motto flag at the gaff, another motto 
flag, '^ free trade and equal rights,^' at the 
fore, an ensign in the mizen rigging, and 
think that a more extraordinary production 
for mingled cunning and blundering it would 
be difficult to find. Captain Porter appears 



to enable me to meet the Commodore by the 
Ist of April, off St. Helena, I proceeded to the 
island of St. Catharines (the last place of ren- 
dezvous on the coast of Brazil) as the most 
likely to supply my wants, and at the same 
time afford me that secrecy necessary to enable 
me to elude the British ships of war on the 
coast, and expected there. I here could pro- 
cure only wood, water and rum, and a few bags 
of flour ; and hearing of the Commodore's action 
with the Java, the capture of the Hornet by the 
Montague, and a considerable augmentation of 
the British force on the coast, and of several 
being in pursuit of me, I found it necessary to 
get to sea as soon a possible. I now, agreeably 
to the Commodore's plan, stretched to the 
southward, securing the coast so for as Rio de 
la Plata. I heard that Buenos Ayres was in a 
state of starvation, and could not supply our 
wants ; and that the government of Montevideo 
was very inimical to us. The Commodcre's in- 
structions now left it completely discretionary 
with me what course to pursue, and I deter- 
mined on following that which had not only 
met his approbation, but the approbation of the 
then secretary of the navy. I accordingly 
shaped my course for the Pacific; and after 
suffering greatly from short allowance of provi- 
sions, and heavy gales off Cape Horn (for 
which my ship and men were badly providea) I 
arrived at Valparaiso on the 14Ui of March, 
1818. I here took in as much jerked beef and 
other provisions, as my ship would conve- 
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and several jocks hoisted in difierpot [mrt^ 
of the ship — all these uemeDtiouEi] by Citpt. 
Porter, and had he not acknOKleilg.sd it, 

nlentl; Btow, and ran down the con^l tif Chil 
and Fern; in this track I fell in Ullli n J'lfru 
Tjan coreair, which bad on board iwenty-rinii 
Americana as priaoners, the orewj ■>( (wi 
whale Bhips, which ehe had taken im fit cm^ 
of Chili. The captain informed nn\ that, li- 
the allies of Qrent Britain, thef ir<-u]il riii'tiu-i 
•11 they should meet with, in eipiL-t;Lii<jii of i 
war between Spain and the Unitcil ^in^i.";, 
OODSequontlf throw all his gone aiiil iiinniiini 
tion into the sea, liberated the .\iiiMii:Li[i^ 
irrote a respectful letl«r la the vioi eov. I'l 
plaining the cause of mj proceediiip:Eq, nliirh I 
delirercd to her captain. I then prutci^ilc 
Lima and re-eaptiired one of the Teasels in 
Waa entering the porL From tlience I ;iroi 
ed for the Gallipagos Islands, where I eii 
from the 1 Tth of April, until the 8rd uf Oct< 
1813; during which time T toncheil only 
on the coast of America, which vna toi 
purpose of procuring a supply of fi otli h 
M none is to be found among th'.>^L' inlt 
which are, perhaps, the most barren unii i 
late of an; known. 

While among this group, I eaptiirci) 
following British ships, employed chii^Hy L 
' ipermaceti whale fishery : — 



Hontenuna S 

Policy 1 

Georgiana 2 

QreoDwich 8 

AUantio S 

Rose 2 

Hector S 

Catharine ! 

Serin gapatam S 

Charlton 2 

New Zealonder 2 
Sir A. Hammond 3 
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As some of those ships were captured by 
boats, sod others by priies, my olB^pra nml 
men bad several opportunities of shoniiig tlieir 
gallantry. 

The Rose and Charlton were givmi to the 
prisoners, the Hector, Catharine mul Mmito- 
inma, I sent to ValparaiEio, wheru thoy awo 
lud np; Uie Policy, Georgiana and New Zea-| 
lander, 1 sent for America ; tbe -Greenwich I' 
kept as a store ehip, to contain the storca of 
any other priies, necessary for as; and the' 
Atlantic, now called Eseei Junior, I equipped' 
with twenty guna, and gave comand of her to ' 
lieutenant Downcs, 

Ijeatenant Downes had conTcyed the priies 
to Valparaiso, and on liis return brought me 
letters informing me, that a squadron under, 
the command of commodore James HiUyar, con- 
siBting of the Mgate Phcebe, of thir^-six gone, ' 



James' Naval Historj would have furnished 

le ID formation. 

We should scarcely note Btich a trifle, were 

the Racoon and Cherub stoops of war, and a, 
store-ship of twenty guns, had sailed on the 
6th of July for this sea. The Racoon and 
Cherub had been seeking me for some time on 
the coast of Brasil, and on their return from 
their cruiie, joined the squadron sent in search 
of me to the Pacific. My ship, as it may be 
supposed, afler being near a year at gea, re- 
quired Home repairs to put her into a state to 
meet them ; which I determined to do, and 
bring them to action if I could meet them on 
nearly equal terms. I proceeded now in com- 
pany with the remainder of my prizes, te the 
island of Nooaheevah or Madaon'i island, lying 
in the Waihington group, discovered by a 
I captain Ingraham, of Boston; here I caulked 
.and completely overhauled my ship, made for 
her a new aet of water casks, her old ones 
I being entirely decayed, and (eok on board from 
' my prizes proviaioas and stores for npwarda of 
{four months, and sailed for the coast of CUU 
Ion the I2th of December, 1818. Previouii to 
'sailing, I secured the Seringapatom, Green- 
wich and Sir Andrew Hammond under the guns 
of a battery, which I erected for their proteo- 
^on, (after taking possession of this fine island 
for the United States, and establishing the moat 
friendly Inercourse with the natives.) I left 
them under the charge of lieutenant Gamble of 
the narines, with twenly-one men, with orders 
to repur to Valparaiso, alter a certain period. 

I arrived on (he coast of Chili on the 12th of 
January, 1614 ; looked into Conception and 
Valparaiso, found at both places only Ihree 
English vessels, and learned that the squadron 
which sailed t^om Rio de Janeiro for that aea 
had not been beard of since their departure, 
and were supposed to be lost in endeavouring 
to double Cape Horn. 

I had completely broken up the BritiBh 
navigatJon in the Pacific ; the vessels which 
bad not been captured by me, were laid up and 
dare not venture out. I had afforded the most 
ample protection to our own vessels, which 
were on my arrival, very numerous and un- 
protected. The valuable whale fleber^ there 
is entirely destroyed, and the actual Injury we 
Ihave done them may he estimated at two and 
half millions of dollars, independent of expenses 
of the vessels in search of me. They have fur- 
nished me amply with sails, cordage, cables, 
anchors, provisions medicines and Etoreg of 
every deecripdon ; and the slops on board them 
' ' clothing for the seamen. 



had, in fact, lived o 



the e 



I I 1 



'Cry priie having proved a 
well found store-ship for me. I bad not yet 
been under the necessity of drawing bills On 
the department for any object, and had been 
enabled to make eouFidersble advances to my 
oScers and crew on account of pay. 

For the unexampled time we had kept the 
sea, my crew had conUnued remarkably healthy. 
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it not apart of the ridioalous pretenaion and 
•ncering which preraiied, and which laid 
American officara open Ut the charge that 

1 bad but ona esse of Ibo Bcurr;, anil bad loat 
only tbo fuUowing men by dealii ; vii. ; 

John S. Cowan, lieuL Bobcrt Miller, snrgeon. 

LeTi Holmes, o. Beamim. Edwnrd Swconj do, 

Samuel Groce, Beaman. 

James 8pii7i>Td, guDuer's mate. 

S's^'™' }'""" «°"'" 

Andrew Mahan, eorporal of marines. 

Lewis Price, priiate murine. 
I bail done all Ibe injur? that could be deuc 
the British commerce in the Pacific, and still 
hoped to rignalize my cmiie by something more 
Bplcndid b^ore lonTing that tea, 1 thought it 
not improbable that commodore IlillyaT might 
baie kept his arrival secret, and belieTtng Cliat 
he would seek me at Valporiso as the tnost 
likely place lo find me, I therefore detcrmineil 
to cruiie about that place, and ihould I fail 
of meeting him, hoped to 1 e compensaled by 
the capture of some merchant sliips, said to Iw 
expected from Enuland. 

The Phoebe, agreeably to mj eipecta lions, 
came to seek me at Valpuriso, where 1 was 
anchored with the Eaaci. my armed priie the 
Eesei Junior, nndcr the command ofheutenaat 
DownoB, on the looV out off the harbour ; but, 
contrary to the course I thought he would pur- 
sue, commodore Iliilyar brought with him the 
Cherub sloop of war, mounting 29 guns, IS 82 
pound carronndos, S 24'a and 2 long B's on the 
<]narter-deck and fore-castle, anda complement 
of 180 men. The force of the Phoebe ie as 
follows ; SO long IS pounders, sixteen 32 
pound carronades. one bnwitier, and six 3 
pounders in the tops, in all 53 guns, and a 
complement of 320 men, making a force of 81 
gonaandliOOmen; in addition to which they took 
oa board the crew of an Rngliah letter of marque 
laying in port. Botii ships had picked crews, 
and were sent into the Pacific, in company with 
the Racoon of 22 guns and a store sbip of 20 
guns, for the eipress purpose of seoktDg the 
Essci, and were prepared with flags bearing 
the motto, "Ood and oouutry ; British sailora' 
best rights— Traitors offend both:" This was 
intended as a reply to my motto " Frrt Trade 
and tailort' Righlt," under the erroneous im- 
pressioQ that my crew were chieSy Englishmen, 
or to counteract its effect on their own crews. 
The force of the Essex was 46 guns, forty 82 
pound oarronndes, and six long 12'e, and her 
crow, which had been much reduced by priies, 
•unaunted only lo 256 men. The Essex Junior, 
which was intcadedonlyal a store-ship mounted 
twenty guns, ten 18 poand carronades, and ten 
short 6's. with only GO men on board. In re- 
ply to tboir motto, 1 wrote nt my miien, " God, 
cur Country a;id Liberty ; Tt/ranti offend 



^presentation and false writing fonaed 
part of ail Amorican officer's dutj to hil 
CDunCrjr. Captain Porter declares that, in 

me, where they cruised for near six weeks ; 
liuring which time I endeavoured to prOToUe a 
clisllenge, and frei)ucntly, but ineffectually, to 
bring the Pb<ebe alone to action, Srst vrith botb 
my ships, and afterwards with my single ebip, 
~ th biilh crews on board. 1 was several UmeS 
idor way, and ascertained that I had greatly 
the advantage in point of sailing, and onoe 
succeeded in closing within a gun-shot of th* 
Phffibe, and commenced a Gre on her. when she 
ran down for the Cherub, which was two and* 
hair miles to leewsrd ; this excited some 8ut~ 
priie and expressions of indigaation, as pre- 
vious to my getting underway, she hove to off 
the port, hoisted her motto flag and fired a gun 
to windward. Commodore Hillyar seemed de- 
lermined to aroid a contest with me on nearly 
equal terms, and from bis extreme prudence in 
keeping both hisships over afler constantly with- 
in hail of each other, there were no hopes of any 
advantages to my country from a longer stay 
in port. I therefore determined to put lo sea 
the first opportunity which ehould offer ; and I 
was the more strongly induced lo do so. as I 
had gained certain intelligence that the Tagua 
rated 88, and two otlior frigQies. had sailed for 
sea in pursuit of me ; and I had reason to 
expect the arrival of the Racoon from N.W. 
coast of America where she had been sent for 
the purpose of destroying our fur establishment 
>n the Columbia. A rcndetvoua was appointed 
for the Essex Juiuor, and every armngement 
nado for sailing, and I intended to let them 
ibase me off, to give Ilie Essex Junior an oppor- 
tunity of escnping. On the 28th March, the 
day after this determination was formed the 
wind came on to blow fresh from the aonth- 
ward, when I parted my larboard cable anil 
dragged my starboard anchor directly out to 
a. Not a moment was to be lost in getting 
il on the ship. The enemy were clo#o in 
lib Ihe point forming the west side of the bay ; 
it on opening them, I saw a prospect of poe- 
ag windward, when 1 took in my lop-gallant' 
sails, which were set oTCrsinglereefedlop-saila, 
and braced up for this purpose ; but on round- 
ing the point a heavy squall slruck the ebip and 
carried away her main -top-mast, precipitating 
the men who were aloft into Ihe sen, who were 
drowned. Both ships now gave chase to me, 
and I endeatourcil in my disabled slate to re- 
gain the poti ; but finding I could not nicoTer 
the common nnchorage, I ran close into a small 
bay, about three-quarters of a mile to leeward 
of the battery on the cast side of the harbour, 
and let go my anchor within pistol shot of tb« 
shore, where I intended to repair my damage* 
IS soon BS possible. The enemy continued to 
Lpproach, and shewed an evident intention of 
Ltlaoking, regardlitt of ihi neutralily of Ik* 

lert'td in thtir approach to the allack of Ihi 
■.rippltd Eucx wat fn/fy ridiculoui, ui voi thtir 
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half an hour, he disabled, with three guns 
only, both his opponents, so as tb compel 
them to haul off to repair damages ; this as- 

display of their motto flags, and the number of 
jaeki at aU the maet-heade. I, with as much 
expedition as circumstanoes would admit of, 
got my ship-ready for action, and endeaToured to 
get a spring on my oable, but had not succeeded, 
when the enemy, at 54 minutes after 8 P.M. 
made his attack, the Phoebe placed herself un- 
der my stem, and the Cherub on my starboard 
bow ; but the Cherub soon finding her situ- 
ation a hot one, bore up and run under my 
stem ^0 ; where both ships kept up a hot 
raking fire, I had got three long 12 pounders 
out of the stem ports, which were worked with 
so much brayery and skill, that in half an hour 
we so disabled both as to compel them to haul off 
to repair damages. In the course of this firing, I 
had, by the great exertions of Mr. Edward 
Bamewall, the acting sailing-master, assisted 
by Mr. Linscott, the boatswain, succeeded in get- 
ting springs on our cable three different times ; 
but the fire of the enemy was so excessiye, that 
before we could get our broad-side to bear, 
they were shot way and thus rendered useless 
to us. My ship had receiTed many injuries, 
and seToral had been killed and wounded — but 
my brave officers and men, notwithstanding the 
unfaTorable circumstances under which we 
were brought to action, and the powerfol force 
opposed to us, were no ways discouraged — 
all appeared determined to defend their ship to 
the last extremiW, and to die in preference to a 
shameftd surrender. Our gaff, with the ensign 
and the motto flag at the mizen, had been shot 
away, but Free trade and Sailors' Eights, con- 
tinued to fly at the fore. Our ensign was 
replaced by another — and to guard against a 
similar event, an ensign was made fast in the 
mizen-rigging, and several Jacks were hoisted in 
different parts of the ship. The enemy soon re- 
paired his damages for a fresh attack ; he now 
placed himself, with both his ships, on my 
starboard quarter, out of the reach of my 
carronades, and where my stem guns could not 
be brought to bear — he there kept up a most 
galling &e, which it was out of my power to 
return, when I saw no prospect of injuring him 
without getting under way and becoming the 
assailant. My top-sail sheets and haulyards 
were all shot away, as well as the jib ' and fore- 
top-mast-stay-sail-haulyards. The only rope not 
cut was the flying-jib-haulyards — and that being 
the only sail I could set, I caused it to be 
hoisted, my cable to be cut, and ran down on 
both ships, with an intention of laying the 
Phoebe on board. 

The firing on both sides was now tre- 
mendous ; I had let fall my foretopsail and 
foresail, but the want of tacks and sheets ren- 
dered them almost useless to us — ^yet we were 
enabled for a short time to close with the ene- 
my ; and although our decks were now strewed 
with dead and our cockpit filled with wounded 
— although our ship had been sereral times on 



sertion may, and doubtless will, be readily^ 
adopted by readers who know nothing of 
what three twelve-pounders can effect in the- 

fire, and was rendered a perfect wreck, we were 
still encouraged to hope to save her, firom the 
circumstance of the Cherub, from her crippled 
state, being compelled to haul off. She did not 
return to close action again, although she had it 
apparently in her power to do so, but k^t up a 
distant firing with her long guns. The Phoebe^ 
from our disabled state, was enabled however, 
by edging off, to choose the distance which best 
suited her long guns, and kept up a tremendoua 
fire on us, which mowed down my brave com- 
panions by the dozen. Many of my guns had 
been rendered useless by the enemy's shot, and 
many of them had their whole crews destroyed 
— we manned them again from those wluch 
were disabled, and one gun in particular 
was l^ee times manned — fifteen men were 
slain at it in the course of the action ! but 
strange as it may appear, the captain of it es- 
caped with only a slight wound. Finding that 
the enemy had it in his power to choose his 
distance, I now gave up all hopes of closing 
with him, and, as the wind for the moment, 
seemed to favour the design, I determined to 
endeavour to run her on shore, land my men 
and destroy her. Every thing seemed to 
favour my wishes. We had approached the 
shore within musket shot, and I had no doubt 
of succeeding, when in an instant the wind 
shifted from the land (as it is very common in 
this port in the latter part of the day) and 
payed our head down on the Phccbe, where we 
were again exposed to a dreadM raking fire. 
My ship was now totally unmanageable : yet as- 
her head was toward the enemy, and he to the 
leeward of me, I still hoped to be able to board 
him. At this moment Lieut. Downes came on 
board to receive my orders, qnder the impres- 
sion that I should soon be a prisoner. He could 
be of no use to me in the then wretched state of 
the Essex ; and finding (from the enemy's 
putting his helm up) that my last attempt at 
boarding would not succeed, I directed him 
after he had been ten minutes on board, to 
return to his own ship, to be prepared for de- 
fending and destroying her in case of attack. 
He took with him several of my wounded,, 
leaving three of his boat's crew on board to 
make room for them. — The Cherub now had an 
opportunity of distinguishing herself, by keep- 
ing up a hot fire on him during his return. The 
slaughter on board my ship had now become 
horrible, the enemy continued to rake us, and 
we unable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore 
directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet an- 
chor, and the anchor to be cut from the bows 
to bring her head round : this succeeded. 
We again got our broadside to bear, and as the 
enemy was much crippled and unable to hold 
his own, I have no doubt he would have drifted 
out of gun shot before he discovered we had 
anchored, had not the hawser unfortunately 
parted. My ship had taken fire several times 
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toeth of a heavy fire of long eighteens, but 
•cannot impose apon any one else. Other ac- 
counts were received of this engagement Uian 



during the action, but alarmingly so forward 
and aft at this moment, the flames were burst- 
inff up each hatchway, and no hopes were 
entertained of saving her ; our distance from 
the shore did not exceed throe quarters of a 
mile, and I hoped many of my brave crew 
would 'be able to save themselves, should the 
ahip blow up, as I was informed the fire was 
near the magazine, and the explosion of a large 
quantity of powder below served to increase the 
horror of our situation — our boats were de- 
stroyed by the enemy's, shot; 1 therefore di- 
rected those who could swim to jump overboard, 
and endeavour to gain the shore. Some reached 
it — some were taken by the enemy, and some 
perished in the attempt ; but most preferred 
sharing with me the fate of the ship. We, 
who remained, now turned our attention wholly 
to extinguishing the flames ; and when we 
had succeeded went again to our guns, where 
tiie firing was kept up for some minutes, but 
the crew had by this time become so weakened, 
that they all declared to me the impossibility of 
making further resistance, and entreated me to 
surrender my ship to save the wounded, as all 
further attempt at opposition must prove 
ineffectual, almost every gun being disabled by 
the destruction of their crews. I now sent for the 
officers of divisions to consult them ; but what 
was my siu*pi'ize to find only acting Lieut 
•Stephen Decatur M'Knight remaining, ^who 
confirmed the report respecting the condition 
of the guns on the gun deck — those on the spar 
deck were not in a better state). Lieut. Wilmer, 
after fighting most gallantly through the action, 
had been knocked overboard by a splinter wLile 
getting Uie sheet anchor from the bows and 
was drowned. Acting Lieut. John G. Co well had 
lost a log ; Mr. Edw. Barnewall, acting sailing 
master had been carried below after receiving 
Jtwo severe wounds, one in the breast and one 
in the face ; and acting Lieut. William H. Oden- 
heimcr had been knocked overboard from the 
quarter an instant before, and did not regain 
the ship until after the surrender. I was in- 
formed that the cockpit, the steerage, the 
wardroom and the berth deck could contain 
no more wounded ; that the wounded were 
killed while the surgeons were dressing them, 
and that unless something was speedily done 
to prevent it, the ship would soon sink fk'om the 
number of shot holes in her bottom. And on 
aending for the carpenter he informed us that all 
his crew had been killed or wounded, and that 
he hafl once been over the side to stop the leaks 
when his slings had been shot away, and it was 
with difficulty he was saved from drowning. 
The enemy from the smoothness of the water, 
and the impossibility of our reaching him with 
our carronades, and the little apprehension that 
was excited by our fire which had now become 
much slackened, was enabled to take aim at us 
as at a target ; his shot never missed our hull. 



those furnbhed by the officers engaged on 
either side, and, in the private letters from 
some of the on-lookers, not one syllable is 



and my ship was cut up in a manner which was 
perhaps, never before witnessed — in fine, I saw 
no hopes of saving her, and at 20 minutes after 
6 P.M. gave the painful order to strike the 
colours. 75 men, including officers, were all 
that remained of my whole crew, after the 
action, capable of doing duty, and many of 
them severely wounded, some of whom have 
since died. The enemy still continued his fire, 
and my brave though unfortunate companions, 
were still falling aboilt me. I directed an op- 
posite gun to be fired, to shew them we 
intended no further resistance ; but they did not 
desist ; four men were killed at my side, and 
others in different parts of the ship. I now 
believed he intended to shew us no quarter, 
and that it would be as well to die with my 
flag flying as struck, and was on the point of 
again hoisting it, when about ten minutes after 
hauling the colours down he ceased firing. 

I cannot speak in sufficiently high terms of 
the conduct of those engaged for such an un- 
paralleled length of time, under such circum- 
stances, with me, in the arduous and unequal 
contest. Let it suffice to say that more bravery, 
skill, patriotism and zeal were never displayed 
on any occasion. Every one seemed determined 
to die in defence of their much loved country's 
cause, and nothing but views of humanity could 
ever have reconciled them to the surrender of 
the ship ; they remembered the wounded and 
helpless shipmates below. To acting lieuten- 
ants M'Knight and Odenheimer I feel much 
indebted for their great exertions and bravery 
throughout the action in fighing and encourage 
ing the men at their divisions, for the dexterous 
management of the long guns, and for their 
promptness in remanning their guns as their 
crews were slaughtered. The conduct of that 
brave and heroic officer, acting lieutenant John 
G. Cowell, who lost his leg in the latter part of 
the action, excited the admiration of every man 
in the ship, and after being wounded would not 
consent to be taken below until loss of blood 
rendered him insensible. Mr. Edward Bame- 
Well acting sailing master, whose activity and 
courage was equally conspicuous, returned on 
deck after his first wound, and remained after 
receiving his second until fainting with loss of 
blood. Mr. Samuel B. Johnson who had joined 
me the day before, and acted as marine officer, 
conducted himself with great bravery, and ex- 
erted himself in assisting at the long guns ; the 
musketry after the first half hour being useless, 
from our long distance. 

Mr. M. W. Bostwick, whom I had appointed 
acting purser of the Essex Jimior, and who was 
on board my ship, did the duties of aid, in a 
manner which reflects on him the highest hon- 
our, and midshipmen Isaacs, Farragut and Og- 
den, as well as acting midshipmen James Terry, 
James R. Lyman and Samuel Duzenbury, and 
master's mate William Pierce exerted themselves 
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mentioned of the l^ritish vessels hauling off 
to repair damages. Again, Captain Porter 
endeavours to insinuate that he was attacked 



in the performance of their respective duties 
and gave an earnest of their value to the service; 
the three first are too young to recommend for 
promotion, the latter I beg leave to recommend 
for confirmation as well as the acting lieuten- 
ants, and Messrs. Bamewall, Johnston and 
Bostwick. 

We have been unfortunate, but not disgraced. 
The defence of the Essex has not been less hon- 
orable to her officers and crew, than the capture 
of an equal force, and I how consider my situa- 
tion less unpleasant than that of commodore 
Hillyar, who, in violation of every principle of 
honour and generosity, and regardless of the 
rights of nations, attacked the Essex in her 
crippled state ; within pistol shot of neutral 
shore ; when for six weeks I had daily offered 
him fair and honorable combat, on terms greatly 
to his advantage ; the blood of the slain must be 
on his head, and he has yet to reconcile his 
conduct to heaven, to his conscience and to the 
world. 

My loss has been dreadfully severe, 68 killed 
or have since died of their woimds; and among 
them lieutenant Cowell ; 89 were severely 
wounded, 27 slightly, and 31 are missing ; mak- 
ling in all 154, killed, wounded, and missing, a 
list of whose names is annexed. 

The professional knowledge of Dr. Richard 
Hoffman, acting surgeon, and Doctor Alexander 
Montgomery, acting surgeon's mate, added to 
their assiduity and the benevolent attentions 
and assistance of Mr. D. P. Adams, the chaplain, 
saved the lives of many of the woimded, those 
gentlemen have been indefatigible in their atten- 
tions to them ; the two first I beg leave to re- 
commend for confirmation, and the latter to the 
notice of the department. 

I must in justification of myself observe, that 
with our six twelve poimders alone we fought 
this action, our carronades being almost use- 
less. 

The loss in killed and wounded has been 
great with the enemy; among the former is the 
first lieutenant of the Phoebe, and of the latter 
captain Tucker of the Cherub, whose wounds 
are severe. Both the Essex and Phoebe were in 
a sinking state, and it was with difficulty they 
could be kept afloat until they anchored in 
Valparaiso next morning. The battered state 
of the Essex, will, I believe, prevent her ever 
reaching England, and I also think it will be out 
of their po'wer to repair the damages of the 
Phoebe so as to enable her to double Cape •Horn. 
All the masts and yards of the Phoebe and Che- 
rub are badly crippled, and their hulls much 
out up ; the former had eighteen twelve pound 
shot through her below her water line, some 
three feet under water. Nothing but the smooth- 
ness of the water saved both the Phoebe and 
Essex. 

I hope Sir, that our conduct may prove satis- 
factory to our country^ and that it will testify I 



in a neutral port, although confessing, a 
dozen lines above, that he was unable to re- 
cover the common anchorage. 



it by obtaining our speedy i exchange, that we 
may again have it in our power to prove our 
zeal. * 

Commodore Hillyar, I am informed, has 
thought proper to state to his Government that 
the action lasted only 45 minutes ; should he 
have done so, the motive may be easily discovered 
— ^but the thousands of disinterested witnesses 
who covered the surrounding hills can testify 
that we fought his ships for two hours and a 
half; upwards of fifty broadsides were fired by 
the enemy agreeable to their own accounts, and 
upwards of seventy five by ours ; excepting the 
few minutes they wore repairing damages the 
firing was incessant. 

Soon after my capture I entered into an agree- 
ment with commodore Hillyar to disarm my 
prize the Essex Junior, and proceed with 
the survivors of my officers and crew in her 
to the United States, taking with me all her 
officers and crew. He consented to grant her a 
passport to secure her from recapture. The ship 
was small and we knew we had much to suffer, 
yet we hoped soon to reach our country in 
safety, that we might again have it in our power 
to serve it. This arrangement was attended 
with no additional expence, as she was abun- 
dantly supplied with provisions and stores for 
the voyage. 

In justice to commodore Hillyar, I must ob- 
serve, that, although I can never be reconciled 
to the manner of his attack on the Essex, or to 
his conduct before the action, he has, since our 
capture shewn the greatest humanity to my 
wounded, whom he permitted me to land on con- 
dition that the United States should bear their 
expenses, and has endeavoured as much as laj 
in his power to olleviate the distresses of war 
by the most generous and delicate deportment 
towards myself and officers and crew ; he gave 
orders that the property of every person should 
be respected — his orders, however, were not 
so strictly attended to as might have been ex- 
pected ; besides being deprived of books, charts, 
&c. &c., both myself and officers lost many arti* 
cles of our clothing, some to a considerable 
amount. I should not have considered this last 
circumstance of sufficient importance to notice, 
did it not mark a stirking difference between the 
navy of Great Britain and that of the United 
States, highly creditable to the latter. 

By the arrival of the TaguXy a fete days after 
my capture, I was informed that besides the ship^ 
which had arrived in the Pacific in pursuit ofme^ 
and those still expected, others were, sent to cruize 
for me in the China seas, off New Zealand, TSmar 
and New Holland, and that another frigate tc<u 
sent to the River la Plata. 

To possess the Essex it has cost the British 
government near six millions of dollars, and yet, 
sir, her capture was owing entirely to accident ; 
and if we consider the expedition with which 
naval contests are now decided, the action ia » 
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It may not be, perhaps, known to every 
one, that in the English merchant service a 
different style of painting their vessels pre- 
vailed at that time to what was adopted in the 
United States. In British vessels imitation 
port holes were painted, whilst in American, 
a phun white or red riband was painted from 
stem to stem. Captain Porter knew per- 
fectly well when mf^ng his statement of his 
capture of twelve letters of marque, that he 
would not deceive sailors, especially as he 
admits that the vessels were employed in the 
spermaceti whale fishery. 

To any one vi^o has ever seen the decks 
of a vessel while on the fishing grounds and 
the state of her decks, the absurdity of Capt 
Porter's representing vessels of one hundred 
and seventy-five tons as carrying ten guns, 
or being pierced for eighteen, is simply ridi- 
culous. We have, however, shown on a pre- 
vious occasions an attempt by would-be 
American Nelsons to swell the capture of 
West India droghers and other coasting ves- 
sels, into ** gallant and successful carrying 
of H. M. S. armed vessel, of fifteen tons, 
twelve guns, and ninety men." Such, in 
sooth, is very much the spirit in which Capt. 
Porter dictated his report ; the gallant com- 
mander forgot, however, in his estimate of 
the cost to the British Government of the 
capture of the Essex, to record the fact of the 
ultimate re-capture of many of the vessels, 
and of all their cargoes. 



^honour to them. Had they brought their 
ships boldly into action with a force so very su- 
perior, and having the choice of position, they 
should either have captured or destroyed us in 
a fourth the time they were about it 

During the action^ our consul general^ Mr, 
PointeUt called on the governor of Valparaiso, 
and requested that the batteries might protect the 
Essex, This request was refused, but he promised 
ihat if she should succeed in fighting her way to 
the common anchorage he *ould send an officer 
to the British commando and request him to 
cease firing, but declined using force under any 
circumstances, and there is no doubt of a perfect 
understanding existing between tl^em ; this con- 
duct added to the assistance given to the Bri- 
tish, and their friendly reception after the 
action, and the strong bias of the faction which 
govern Chill in favour of the English, as well as 
their hostility to the Americans, induced Mr. 
Poinsett to leave that country. Under such 
circumstances, I did not conceive it would be 
proper for me to claim the restoration of my 



I Captain Porter must have had a prodigi- 
ous opinion of his own prowess, if we may 
judge by the number of vessels which he le- 
' presents as having been equipped, manned, 
and despatched to various parts of the world, 
for no other purpose than that of capturing 
the redoubtable Captain David Porter — six 
millions of dollars spent in despatching fresh 
vessels to the Pacific, besides those already 
there, to the Chinese Seas, to Timor, to New 
Zealand, to New Holland, and as if one side 
of the continent might be insufficient to re- 
strain Captain Porter's ardour, vessels to the 
Rio de la Plata were also found necessary. 
A Russian squadron, at the present time 
supposed to be cruising somewhere in our 
Indian possessions, ha9 not excited half the 
alarm, nor do we find that half the prepara- 
tions have been made, which were deemed 
necessary to ensure the capture of our Ame- 
rican frigate. Enough, however, of Captain 
David Porter and his ridiculous attempt at 
self-glorification. 

The Americans, not yet satisfied that the 
«-... . . *^ chance of conquering 

Fifth inrmiilon of C*- ^ _ , / , * 

nadA bj a United States Canada was hopeless, de- 
*™^* termined, early in 1814, 

to make another attempt. We find, accord- 
ingly, that, from the beginning of April to 
the end of June, General Brown, the Ameri- 
can commander, was actively engaged in 
preparing his army of invasion. Towards 
the end of June, the Secretary at War, at 



ship, confident that the claim would be made by 
my government to more effect. Finding some 
difficulty in the sale of my prizes, I had taken 
the Hector and Catharine out to sea and burnt 
them with their cargoes. 

I exchanged lieutenant M'Enight, Mr. 4flains, 
and Mr. Lymnn and eleven seamen for part of 
the crew of the Sir Andrew Hammond, and 
sailed from Valparaiso on the 27th April, 
where the enemy were still patching up their 
ships to put them in a state for proceeding to 
Rio de Janeiro previous to going to England. 

Annexed is a list of the remains of my crew 
to be exchanged, a? also a copy of the corres- 
pondence between commodore llillyar and my- 
self on that subject. I also send you a list of 
the prisoners I have taken during my cruiie, 
amounting to 343. 

I have the honor to be, &c. D. PORTER. 

The honorable Secretary of the 
navy of the United States, 
Washington. 
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Washington, judging, it may be supposed, 
£rom Brown's despatches, that sufficient pre- 
parations had been made, issued his fiat *' to 
carry Fort Erie, and beat up the enemy's 
quarters at Chippewa;'' adding, however, 
the prudent proviso that ** in case his (the 
British) fleet gets the control of Lake Onta- 
rio, you are immediately to re-cross the 
strait." A few of the heads of General Arm- 
strong's ** heads of plan of campaign" are 
interesting, as they show how very certain 
the Secretary at War had made himself that 
all his plans were to succeed. The first was. 
That such portions of the Erie fleet, and of 
the garrison at Detroit, as the officer com- 
manding may deem necessary for the pur- 
pose, be despatched without delay to the 
western lakes, with orders to attack or cap- 
ture a British fort or depot, established at 
Matchadash Bay, on Lake Huron ; recapture 
Michilimacinac, &c. These orders very ex- 
plicit, and doubtless, when issued. General 
Armstrong considered them sa already 
executed. We showed, however, in our last 
chapter the miserable failure which attended 
all the operations undertaken in this direc- 
tion, and that the Americans, instead of 
crowning themselves with glory and rich 
furs, reaped only a harvest of defeat and 
disgrace. 

Simultaneous orders were also issued to 
bring all surplus vessels on Lake Erie to as- 
sist in transporting the left division to the 
Canadian shore, and that such division, aHer 
landing, should "be marched as expediti- 
ously tis possible on the British position at 
Burlington Bay, to siege and fortify that post, 
and, having thus cut the enemy's lino of land 
conmninication between York and Fort 
George, await the arrival and co-operation of 
the Ontario fleet." This was, of course, as- 
suming that Chauncey had disposed of Sir 
James Yco and his fleet, and that such would 
be the case, Armstrong does not appear to 
have doubted, as he adds, " The command- 
ers of the two armies will have within their 
choice, a speedy investment of Fort George 
and Niagara ; rapid descent on Sackett's 
Harbour ; a junction with the brigade at 
that post, and a direct attack on Kings- 
ton." 



Having completed hb arrangements. Gen. 
« , -, , Brown, on receipt of 

General Brown's pro- ^ . , 

damation or genertl Gen. Armstrong's mstruc- 

tions, issued the follow" 
ing general order, dated July 2d, 1814 : — 

" Major-Gen. Brown has the satisfaction 
to announce to the troops of his division on 
'the frontier, that he is authorized by the 
orders of his Government, to put them in mo- 
tion against the enemy. The first and se- 
cond brigades, with the corps of artillery, 
will cross the strait before them, this night, 
or as early to-morrow as possible. The ne- 
cessary instructions have been given to the 
brigadiers, and by them to the conmianding 
officers of regiments and corps, 

Upon entering Canada the laws of wur will 
govern; men found in arms, or otherwijse 
engaged in the service of the enemy, will be 
treated as enemies ; those behaving peaoe- 
ably, and following their private occupations, 
will be treated as friends. Private property, 
in all cases, will be held sacred ; public pro- 
perty, whenever found, will be seized and 
disposed of by the commanding general. Our 
utmost protection will be given to all who 
join, or who evince a desire to join us. 

Plundering is prohibited. The M^jor- 
General does not apprehend any difficulty 
on this account, with the regular army and 
volunteers who press to the standard of their 
country, to avenge her wrongs, and to gain 
a name in arms. Profligate men, who follow 
the army for plunder, must not expect that 
they will escape the vengeance of the gallant 
spirits who are struggling to exalt the na- 
tional character. Any plunderer shall be 
punished with death who may be found yio- 
lating this order." 

After the specimen of humanity afibrded 
by the party under Colonel Campbell, who 
landed on the 13th May, at Dover, General 
Brown's assertion that from the United 
States regulars, he apprehended nothing ou 
the score of marauding or plundering, appears 
supremely ridiculous. It must be borne in 
mind that the detachment in question was not 
composed of profligate men, who followed the 
army for plunder, but of United States regular 
infantry, the absurdity is therefore heigh- 
tened when it is remembered that,80 notorious 
was the conduct of these men, that it was found 
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neoessarji for ftpp^arance' sake, to hold a 
court of enquiry, and that the result of said 
enquiry was, not a disproof of excesses haying 
been committed, but merely that there were 
extenuating circumstances. Another point 
worthy of remark in this general order is the 
invitation held out to the Canadians to turn 
traitors. By thus stooping to invite men to 
commit a most dastardly action, the Ameri- 
can General decidedly lowered his own and 
the character of the troops he commanded. 
We have found, however, that the same 
course was adopted on every occasion when 
temptation could be extended, and from this 
fact the only inference to be drawn is that 
the Americans possessed no very keen sense 
of honor themselves, and, perhaps, from not 
knowing what honesty meant, were also in- 
clined to give others credit for not being 
borthoned with the commodity. 

The force assembled by General Brown, 

^ so far as we can gather 

from the various Ameri- 
can accounts, amounted to at least a body of 
three thousand regular infantry, besides 
about a thousand volunteers and Indians, 
making in all a force of some four thousand 
one hundred men. This number included 
four hundred artillery and a squadron of 
dragoons. Besides this regular force there 
were, according to James, "between Erie 
and Lewiston, the 1st regiment of infantry, 
a regular rifle corps, and from two to three 
hundred volunteers, under Colonel Swift.'' 
These two bodies mustered collectively five 
thousand 8t]:ong, and even this is not all, as 
the militia of the district are not included, 
nor the regular force which Commodore 
Chaunoey was expected to bring from Sac- 
kett's Uarbour. It is clear, then, that Gen. 
Armstrong expected that the attack would be 
made by a force of at least ten thousand men. 

Fortunately for Upper Canada, these over- 
whelming numbers were prevented, in con- 
sequence of Chauncey's not acquiring a su- 
periority in Lake Ontario, from uniting, and 
the two divisions which crossed the strait 
did not much exceed four thousand men. 
Even these numbers, however, were fearful 
odds when the strength of their opponents is 
considered ; the British troops mustering, 
along the whole Niagara frontier, only seven- 



teen hundred and ei^ty rank and file, out 
of which number, too, the garrisons at Forts 
Erie, George, Missisagu, and Niagara most 
be subtracted, leaving an available force of 
seven hundred and sixty regulars at General 
Riall's disposal. To this nuiUber must, 
however, be added three hundred sedentary 
militia and as many Indians, in aU thirteen 
hundred and fifty men to oppose an invading 
force of four thousand. General Riall was 
compelled, besides, to almost strip the forts 
of tiieir garrisons when marching against 
Brown at Chippewa. 

It appears as K Canada owed almost as 
much to the incapacity or differences of the 
American commanders, as was due to the 
gallantry of the troops. We have shown 
that this was the fact in previous invasions, 
and it would appear that the present attempt 
did ngt furnish an exception. This conclu- 
sion may be deducetd from the following ex- 
tract from General Brown's memoranda of 
occurrences in the campaign of 1814, ^n the 
Niagara : — 

'* Toward the evening of the 2nd, General 
Ripley (the second in command) appeared 
to be much discomposed. He objected to 
the division made of the transports, and 
complained that he would not be able to cross 
with sufficient force; that the principal 
fighting would be above the fort where he 
was ordered to land, and that he had seen 
iights during the night and smoke during 
the day, for some time past. Gen. Brown 
endeavoured to satisfy him, but in vain. He 
(Ripley) tendered his resignation, which was 
not accepted, as the General was inflexibly 
determined that the army should cross agree* 
ably to the arrangements he had made." 

It is difficult to understand on what grounds 
the American General could have based his 
objections. By their spies Uie Americans 
were fully informed as to the smallness of 
the numbers that could be mustered against 
them, and, in fact, they were in this instance 
too well served by their spies, by whom they 
were led to believe that the British did not 
amount to one thousand men, regulars, mi- 
litia, and Indians all included. That this 
was the case was proved by General Brown 
dividing his force, in order to prevent Uie pos- 
sibility of the garrison at Fort Erie escaping. 
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Whatever were Ripley's reasons for dissa- 
tisfaction, it is certain that the moyement of 
his division across the river vras made more 
slowly than that of the other, under General 
Scott. It is absolutely necessary not to pass 
over these' indications of want of unanimity 
among the American commanders, as it 
would otherwise be laying ourselves open to 
the same charges that are so justly preferred 
against American historians of distorting the 
truth. This insinuation must be particu- 
larly guarded against by the English chron- 
icler of the war, inasmuch as it generally 
falls to his lot to recount the defeat of large 
bodies of Americans by very inferior force ; 
hence other reasons must be sought than 
the mere difference in the bravery of the 
troops, and these are very readily found in 
the incapacity and quarrels of the comman- 
ders. 

The two divisions having crossed on the 

Burm^ott^iErie. 3rd of July, invested Fort 
^ £ne, which, bemg mgn- 

pable of actual defence, both from the nature 
of the fortifications and the smallness of its 
garrison, was at once surrendered. Here we 
would direct attention to that part of General 
Brown's despatch where it is stated that 
**Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it 
should not, detain me a single day." This 
is particularly absurd, when it is remembered 
that, by American accounts, the garrison 
only amounted to one hundred and seventy, 
and that General Wilkinson in his memoirs 
distinctly states that "Fort Erie was in a 
defenceless condition." 

The American divisions landed, one a mile 
and a half above, and the other the same dis- 
tance below Erie, so that no opposition could 
be brought to bear from the guns of the fort; 
t and, on its surrender, the garrison was 
promptly despatched across the river, and 
marched into the interior of New York State, 
a detachment of artillery and a few infantry 
being left as a garrison ; three armed schoon- 
ers, under the command of Lieutenant Ken- 
nedy, being stationed as a further security 
under its walls. 

It was not until 8 A;M. that General Riall 
received the intelligence of the Americans 
having landed, and he instantly, on receipt 
of the information, ordered five companies of 



the Royal Scots to advance as a reinforcement 
of the post. The advance of Uiis body was, 
however, checked by the intelligence of the 
surrender of the fort. General Riall ihea 
determined on an immediate attack, but was 
induced, by its being represented to him that 
the 8th regiment was hourly expected from 
York (now Toronto), to postpone the attack 
until the morning of the 4th. On the morn- 
ing of the 4th the attack was accordingly 
made. 

In the letters of Veritas^ some very perti- 
nent remarks are made on this subject, which 
we transcribe: — "General Riall's attack 
upon the enemy, under so great a dispropor- 
tion of force, as probably five to one, has 
been censured by many ; but the probability 
is, that if he had not done so, and broke in 
upon their plan of operations, by that daring 
and unexpected manoeuvre, they, probably, 
without the aid of their fleet, would' (by 
appearing to threaten an attack upon our 
lines at Chippewa) have marched to the left, 
and have actually cut off our communieatioii 
with Burlington, as originally intended. 

" In this view of the subject, his attack 
was fortunate, and the retreat afterwards 
made by him is deserving of ci^edit, from 
having been effected in good order, wiUiout 
loss of men, artillery, stores, or baggage ; so 
that the confidence of his troops remained 
unabated. Had he retreated in the first 
instance without fighting, the probability is 
that his men would have been dispirited, as 
considering such a retrograde movement then 
premature." 

We fully concur with the opinions expressed 
by VeritaSf which we think are fully borne 
out by a consideration of the plans laid down 
by the Secretary at War, and the adoption of 
this movement by General Riall, when igno- 
rant of the force of the enemy, can only be 
considered as a proof of the judgment and 
bravery of that oflficer, who was only anxious 
to prevent a junction with the force that might 
be expected in the fleet. 

From Major-General Riall to Lieutenant- General 
Sir G. Drummond. 

Chippewa, July 6. 
Sir, — I have the honour to inform you 
that the enemy effected a landing on the 
morning of the 3d instant at the ferry, op- 
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posite Black Rock, having driyeii in the 
picquet of the garrison of Fort Erie. I was 
made acquainted with the circumstance about 
eight in the morning, and gave orders for the 
immediate advance to Chippewa of five com- 
panies of the royal Scots, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gordon, to reinforce the garrison of 
that place. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson had 
moved forward from thence with the light 
companies of the 100th, some militia, and a 
few Lidians, to reconnoitre their position and 
numbers ; he found them posted on the ridge 
parallel with the river, near the ferry, and 
in strong force. I received instructions from 
Migor Buck, that they had also landed a con- 
siderable force above Fort Erie. In conse- 
quence of the King's regiment, which I had 
every reason to expect the day before from 
York, not having arrived, I was prevented 
from making an attack that night 

The following morning, the 4th, a body of 
their troops were rep($rted to be advancing 
by the river ; I moved to reconnoitre, and 
found them to be in considerable force, with 
cavalry and artillery, and a large body of 
riflemen. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson was 
in advance during this reconnoisance with 
the light company of the royal Scots, and 
the flank company of the 100th, and a few of 
the 19th light dragoons, four of whom, and 
eight horses, were wounded in a skirmish 
with the enemy's riflemen. 

Having been joined by the King's regi- 
ment on the morning of the 5 th, I made my 
dispositions for attack at four o'clock in the 
afternoon. The light companies of the royal 
Scots, and 100th regiment, with the second 
Lincoln militia, formed the advance under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson. The Indian 
warriors were, throughout, on our right 
flanks in the woods. The troops moved in 
three columns, the third (the King's regi- 
ment) being in advance. The enemy had 
taken up a position with his right resting 
on some buildings and orchards, close on 
the river Niagara, and strongly supported by 
artillery ; his left towards the wood, having 
^ considerable body of riflemen and Indians 
in front of it. 

Our Indians and militia were shortly en- 
gaged with the enemy's riflemen and Indi- 
ans, who at first checked their advance : but 



the light troops being brought to their sup- 
port, they succeeded, after a sharp contest, 
in dislodging them, in a very handsome 
style. I placed two light twenty-four pound- 
ers and afive-and-a-half inch howitzer against 
the right of the enemy's position, and formed 
the royal Scots and 100th regiment, with the 
intention of making a movement upon his 
left, which deployed with the greatest regu- 
larity, and opened a very heavy fire. I im- 
mediately moved up the King's regiment to 
the right, while the royal Scots and 100th 
regiment were directed to charge the enemy 
in front, for which they advanced with the 
greatest gallantry, under a most destructive 
fire. I am sorry to say, however, in this at- 
tempt they suffered so severely, that I was 
obliged to withdraw them, finding their fur- 
ther efforts against the superior numbers of 
the enemy would be unavailing. Lieutenant 
Colonel Gordon and Lieutenant-Colonel the 
Marquis of Tweeddale, commanding these re- 
giments, being wounded, as were most of the 
officers belonging to each. I directed a re- 
treat to be made upon Chippewa, which was 
conducted with good order and regularity, 
covered by the King's regiment, under Major 
Evans, and the light troops under Lieutenant 
Colonel Pearson ; and I have pleasure in 
saying, that not a single prisoner fell into 
the enemy's hands, except those who were 
disabled from wounds. From the report of 
some prisoners, we have made the enemy's 
force to amount to about six thousand men, 
with a very numerous train of artillery, hav- 
ing been augmented by a very large body of 
troops, which moved down from Fort Erie 
immediately before the commencement of the 
action. Our own force, in regular troops, 
amounted to about fifteen hundred, exclusive 
of the militia and Indians, of which last de- 
scription there were not above three hundred. 
Fort Erie, I understand, surrendered upon 
capitulation, on the 3d inst. Although this 
affair was not attended with the success 
which I had hoped for, it will be gratifying 
to you to learn that the officers and men be- 
haved with the greatest gallantry. I am 
particularly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pearson for the very great assistance I have 
received from him, and for the manner in 
which he led his light troops into action. 
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LieutenanirColonel Gordon, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel the Marquis of Tweeddale, and Miyor 
Evans, commanding the King's regiments, 
iherit my warmest praise for the good ex- 
ample they showed at the head of their re- 
spectiye regiments. 

The artillery, under the command of Gapt. 
Macconnochie, was ably served, and directed 
with good effect; and I am particularly 
obliged to Major Lisle, of the 19th light dra- 
goons, for the manner in which he covered 
and protected one of the twenty-four-pound- 
ers which had been disabled. I have reason 
to be highly satisfied with the zeal, activity, 
and intelligence of Captain Holland, my 
aide-de-camp. Captain Eliot, deputy-assistant 
quarter-master-general ; staff-adjutant Greig, 
and Lieutenant Fox, of the royal Scots, who 
acted as Major of brigade during the absence 
of Major Glegg at Fort George. The conduct 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Dixon, of the 2d Lin- 
coln militia, has been most exemplary ; and 
I am very much indebted to him for it, on 
this as well as on other occasions, in which 
he has evinced the greatest zeal for his Ma- 
jesty's service. The conduct of the officers 
and men of this regiment has also been highly 
praiseworthy. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson 
has reported to mo, in the most favourable 
terms, the excellent manner in which Lieut. 
Horton, with a part of the 19th light dra- 
goons, observed the motions of the enemy, 
while he occupied the position he took on 
his first landing, and during his advance to 
this place. — I have, &c., 

P. RIALL, Major-Gen. 

General Brown's despatch is short,* but 

is remarkable for one 
feature, viz., that, even 
with the knowledge of his own strength, he 

*jFrom Major- General Brown to the American 
Secretary at War, 

Chippewa Plains, July 6, 1814. 

Stb, — Excuse my silence ; I have been much 
engiigod ; Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it 
should not, detain me a single day. At eleven 
o'clock on the night of the 4th, I arrived at this 
place with the reserve. General Scott having 
taken the position about noon with the van. 
My arrangements for turning and taking in the 
rear the enemy's position east of Chippewa was 
mode, when Mujor-Gencral KiolL, suspecting 
our intention, and adhering to the rule that it 



General Brown'B doRpatch. 



could not have been very sanguine of ultimate 
success. The General distinctly states that, 
with his gallant and accomplished troops, he 
will break dovm all opposition between him 
and Lake Ontario ; but he is carefulto qualify 
this admission by adding that " if joined by 
the fleet, all will be well," but that^ if such 
I junction should not take place, he will endea- 
vour to avoid disgrace. 

Some of the American accounts of the 
battle of Chippewa are worthy oT notice fat 
their outrageous extravagance. Mr. O'Con- 
nor, for instance, states that the British regn- 
lars suffered defeat from an inferior force, 
principally volunteers and militia, inferior 
in everything but courage to the vanqaished 
enemy. Yet this same writer was in posses- 
sion of official documents which particularized 
the presence of four regiments of regular in- 
fantry and a corps of artillery, and the UnA 
of these bodies having suffered severely in 
the engagement. Tins statement was made, 
too, in direct opposition to General IVilkia- 
Bon's account, which states the effective 
strength of General Scotfs brigade alone at 
eleven hundred regular infantry, and the 
force that crossed the strait under General 
Brown at about three thousand five hundred 
men, including twenty-seven hundred regu- 
lars.! 

is better to give than to receive an attack, oame 
from behind his works about five o'clook in the 
afternoon of the 5th in order of battle. We did 
not baulk him. Before six o'clock his line was 
broken and his forces defeated, leaving on the 
field 400 killed and wounded. He was doseW* 
pressed, and would have been utterly ruined^ 
but for the proximity of his works, whither he 
fled for shelter. 

The wounded of the enemy, and those of our 
own army, must be attended to. They wiU be 
removed to Buffalo. This, with my limits 
means of transportation, will take a day or two^ 
after which 1 shall advance, not doubting but 
that the gallant and accomplished troops I lead, 
will break down all opposition between me and 
Lake Ontario, when, if met by the fleet, all is 
well — if not, under the favor of heaven, we shaQ 
behave in a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed 
report shall be made in a day or two. 

I am, with the highest respect, &c., * 

Jacob Brown. 
Hon. Secretary of War. 



\ Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. L, pages 646^ 
652, 654, 658. 
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Ooe of the Btrongost proofs that ctu.i )>c j 

l(iwa»Dt«oftl»Aiiieriaiii *ddliced of tho Anitri- 
*"V- oanB not hrtnnggoin <>/ 

a fie/ory at ChippewB, U thstOeneral Brnn-nj 
romaiaed from the 4th to the 6th befbiv )ic ' 
oonld suminon np rMolqtion to moke anotlier ' 
Mtempt against Qeaenl Rial), wbo 



'> oiiable him to go in pnrtait of an eatsny, 
ml iQust^cing more than half liis nnmber. 
I'lie mingled promisee and intreatiM aie 

cry amusing ; in odo paragraph Channcey 
» ii-^sured of his (General Broim 'a) "ability 
meet the enemy in the field," and in the 

i^ryneitsentenoehe iseatrealed "for God's 



msiDluned hia position at Chippemt. C>iii-i(ik>'" to come to assist in threatening Fort 
the 8th the Amerioan General resolved iin a 'Gcii^-ge, a fortification which was aban- 
fbnrard moTsment, and after a slight Hltir-ld'trird by Genersl MaeClure, with a garriMa 
niiah with some of Qeneral Riall's Utillerj i.>f tifo dtoneand men, on account of tt« nn- 
(a small tx>dy of men with two gons), i1>j tonntnlity. This, too, at a time when the 
Chippewa creek was crossed, and the Anicri- ] gnrriion did not nnmber fire hundred men. 



cans adTBDced as br oa QueenstOD, GenornI 
Biall retreating to Fort George. 

From the 8th of July to the 23rd of the 
Qmwil BnvTi-i luctloD month, General Brciwn, 
ud a«mt,. ^itij tig enormous f-irce, 

was content to remain without Btrtkin^ a, 
blow, nnless an occasional demooBtrution 
before Forts George and Mississaga, or tli>; 
wanton conSsgralion of the village of St. 
David's, be considered as anch. During thla 
time, the American General wrolo the moHi 
moving letters to Commodore Chatuicj^y, 
almost imploring his co-opcratioa. 

"All accounts ^(ree," writes Gen, Bfntni, 
"that the force of the enemy at Kingston is 
very light. Meet me on the Lake i\wr<i, 
north of Fort George, with your fleet, hlk! 
we will be able, I have no donbt, to settle :i 
plan of operations that will break the pon'cr 
of the enemy in Upper Canada, and that in 
the course of a^ehort time. At all CM^iits, 
let me hear from you. I have looke^l fi>r 
your fleet with the greatest anxiety sinc^ tlie 
10th. I do not doubt my abUHy to meti the 
enemy in the field, and to march in n.ny 
direction over his country, your fleet parry- 
ittg for me the necoasory supplies. We tan 
threaten Forts George and Niagara, and carry 
Burlington Heights and York; and proc 
direct to Kingston, and carry that pli 
For God's sake, let me see you."* 

This letter is remarkableformaayron<i( 
. , „ , _ nottheleastcoriHiii 

vvwn*i utter to ChaniMV^. 

which IS the path 
aodalmoat touching appeal of ageneral. v 
fbnr thousand men at his back, to a m 
commander to bring him four thousand in 



* Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. L, page Qi 



id the force that could be brought against 
it reached four thousand. Another very 
ridiculous feature in this letter is the pro- 
uii!t« to Channcey that, if he will only come 
iLud help, ailer the upper peninsula is cleared, 
tlie army teiU proeetd to Kingston and carry 
the plate, this, too, from a man who rcmain- 
oil trith a force quadruple the strength of 
liiat opposing him for thirteen days, with- 
nut mustering up sufficient courage to at- 
tempt more brilliant euterpriscs than tho 
liiiriiing of an unprotected village, and the 
pUindering of a lew scattered form houraa. 
\Vi' have, howerer; occupied too much tpace 
already with the proceedings of sncb a com- 
ni^Liider as Qeneral Brown, and wc very wil- 
lin|;ly accompany bim b^ck to Chippewa, 
III whioh place he retreated on the 24th, 
I while under a violent fit of apprehension of 
hiFi four thousand men being surrounded or 
itcrcepted. We gladly turn from snoh an 
:<)iibition of American generalship to 
rcDoral Riall, who, after throwing re-io' 
inements into Forts George and Miaatssaga 
ctired towards Barliugton heights, where 
In: oipected to be joined by the 103rd regi- 
ment, and the flank componiee of the 104th. 
This meeting taking place, however, at the 
twonty mile creek, Qeneral Riall, inatantly 
retraced hie steps, and took up a position 
uliunt thirteen miles from the American 



We will leave the two armies thus posted, 

irliile we notice the atrocities perpetrated 
by the Americans during their three weeks 
iiaiapajgn in the Niagara district. In doing 
tliiiwewill take no one sided British ac- 
i;i;unt, but a letter from an American officer, 
a. utyor UcFailand ;- we may also tefer to 
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the fact, that an American officer, Colonel 
Stone, was dismissed the service by the 
sentence of a Court Martial, for the wanton 
destruction of St. David's. Major McFar- 
land writes : — 

** The militia and Indians plundered and 
burnt everything. The whole population is 
against us, not a foraging party, but is 
fired on, and not unfrequently returns with 
missing numbers. This state was to be 
anticipated. The militia have burnt several 
private dwelling houses, and, on the 19th 
instant, burnt the village of St. David, con- 
sisting of about thirty or forty houses. This 
was done within three miles of camp ; and 
my battalion was sent to cover the retreat, 
as they (the militia) had been sent to scour 
the country, and it was presumed they 
might be pursued. My G-d I what a service. 
I never witnessed such a scene ; and had 
not the commanding officer of the party, 
lieutenant colonel Stone, been disgraced, 
and sent out of the army, I should have 
resigned my commission.'' 

Lest our readers should imagine that 
Major McFarland was one of the parties 
disaffected to the war, and . whose report 
would consequently not be trustworthy, we 
give a few more extracts from his letter : — 
** He declares that he desires no better fun 
than to fight the British troops whom, ac- 
cording to James, this same Major politely 
calls cut-throats." — he also glories in being 
a "staunch American," "What then" 
asks James, "must have been the scenes 
and sufferings that could excite compassion 
in such a breast." 

To return, however, to the two generals. 
On learning that General Brown had retreat- 
ed. General Riall advanced with his aug- 
mented force, now nearly one thousand 
strong, and took up a position near Lundy's 
Lane (about a mile from the Falls), and 
about two and a half miles from the Ameri- 
can position. The American commander, 
having been instructed that General Riall 
had crossed over from Queenston to Lewis- 
ton, to effect a diversion, and that a small 
party occupied Lundy's Lane, determined 
by a counter diversion to advance on that 
post. He accordingly despatched General 
Scott with eleven hundred rank and file 



against the enemy, with special orders to 
"report if the enemy appeared," and to apply 
for assistance if necessary. General Scott, 
having learned that the force occupying 
Lundy's Lane was more than a mere patrol- 
ling party, reported it to Greneral Brown, 
who immediately pressed forward to support 
him. General Riall, on the advance of this 
superior force, very prudentially gave orders 
to retire on Queenston. Assistance was, 
however, nearer at hand than General Riall 
could have hoped or anticipated. 

No sooner had General Drummond heard of 
the landing of a large Ainerican force, and 
the result of the battle at Chippewa, than he 
hastened from Kingston to York, which place 
ho left on the evening of the 24th, arriving 
at Fort Niagara on the next morning. The 
greatest energy seems to have characterized 
General Drummond's motions, and we find 
him first dispersing Colonel Swift and his 
party of volunteers, and then rapidly advanc- 
ing with about eight hundred rank and file 
to the support of General RialL 

When within a short distance of Landj's 
Lane, General Drummond learned that the 
force under General Riall was in retreat, 
and his first act was to change the retreat 
into an advance upon the position so lately 
abandoned, and the position was again oocu- 
pied when the American troops were within 
half a mile of it. For the particulars of this 
action we will, however, refer our readers to 
General Drummond's despatch : — 

jFVom Lieutenant-general Drummond to &r 0. 

ProvotU 



Head Quarters, near Niagara Falls, 
Sib, July 27, 1814. 

I embarked on board his majesty's 
schooner Netley, at York, on Sunday even- 
ing the 24th inst, and reached Niagara at 
day-break the following morning. Finding, 
from lieutenant-colonel Tucker, that m^or- 
general Riall was understood to be moving 
towards the Falls of Niagara to support the 
advance of his division, which he had pushed 
on to that place on the preceding evenings 
I ordered lieutenant-colonel Morrison, with 
the 89th regiment and a detachment of the 
royals and king's, drawn from Fort George 
and Mississaga to proceed to the same point 
in order that, with the united force I might 



HISTORY OF TIIE WAR OF 1812. 319 

act againi<t tho enemy (pustoil nt Strcct'x lhori};lit: llicbattnliiincif inuiirtinnitctl mill- 
Crock, with his nihanco^itt C hipiiewa) on tmjMdJLmJjJ|^j|p||^^^y||j|^gi. 

*of 

■ont 
me- 




•ccd 
iiipy 
ow- 
wps 
the 
>ail, 
this 

>tpa 

y of 



zcr) 



n 



818 HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 



tho fact, tliat an American officer, Culoncl 
Stone, was di^midHed the service by the 



against the enemy, with special onlcrs to 
"report if the enemy appeared," and to apply 
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Bct againat tbe enetnj (posted at Street' 
Creek, with his advance at Cli'ippowa) o: 
in; nrrirul if it should bo found expedicut.- 
I orderetl lieutenuDt-coloDel Tucker, &t th 
Bome time to proceed up the right bank of 
the riyer, with 300 of the Slat, about 200 of 
the rojnl Scots, and a bodj of Indian 
triors, supported (on the river) by n party of 
armed Geamen, under captain Dobbs, royal 
' navy. The object of this movement was to 
disperse or capture, abody of the enemy en- 
camped at Lowiaton. Some unavoidable 
delay having occurred in the march of the 
troopB up the right bank, the enemy had 
moved off provioue to lieutenant-colonel 
Tucker's arrival. 1 have to cxprosa myself 
aatisficd with the exertions of that officer. 

Havingrefreahed the troops otQueenstown, 
ud having brought across the 41at, totals, 
and Indians, I sent back the 4Lat and 100th 
Tegimcnta, to form the garrisons of forts 
dcorge, Miaaissaga, and Niagara, under 
lientenanl-colonel Tucker, and moved with 
the S9th, and detachments of the royals and 
king's, and light company of the 4l8t, in al 
about SOO men, to join major-general Rioll' 
division at the Falls. 

When arrived within a few milea of that 
;pOBitiuo, I met a report from mnjor-geDenil 
JlXaH that the enemy was advancing in great 
force. I immediately pushed on, and joined 
the head ef lieutenant'Colonel ti 
columns just as it reached the road leading 
to the Beaver Dam, over the summit of the 
hill at Lundy'a Lane. Instead of the whole 
of major-general Riall's division, which I 
expected to have found occupying this posi- 
tion, I found it almost in the occupation of 
the enemy, whose columns were within 600 
yards of the tup of the hill, and the sur- 
TOnnding woods filled with hia light troops. 
The advance of miyor-general Riall's diri- 
aion, oonsisting of the Glengarry light infon- 
fry and incorporated militia, having oom- 
mencod a retreat upon Fort George, 1 coun- 
termanded these eorps, and formed the 89lb 
Tegimcnt, the royal Soots detachment, and 
the 4lHt light company, in the rear of the 
hill, their left resting on tlie groat road ; my 
two 24 pounder brass field guns a little ad- 
Tsnccd, in front of the centre, on the summit 
of the bill; the, Glengarry light infantry 



the right ; the battalion of incorporated mili- 
' the detachment of the king's regi- 
ment on the lefl of th« great road ; the squad' 

of the 19th light dragoons in the rear of 
the left, on the road. 1 had scarcely com- 
pletod this formation when the whole front 
was warmly and closely engaged. The ene- 
my's principal efforts were directed against 

left and centre. After repeated attacks, 
the troopa on the left were partially forced 
back, and the enemy gained a momentary 
posaoaion of the road. This gave him, how- 
material advantage, aa the troops 
which had been forced bock formed In thfl 
of the S9th regiment, fronting the road, 
and securing the flank. It was during this 
short interval that miyor-general Riall, har- 
ingreceived a severe wound, was intercepted 
lU he was passing to the rear, by a party of 
the enemy's cavalry, and taken prisoner. — 
In the centre, the repeated and determined 
Etttacks of the enemy were met by the 89th 
regiment, the detachments of the royals and 
king's, and the tight company of the 4lEt 
t, with the most perfect steadiness 
and intrepid gallantry, and the enemy WB.S 
ntly repulsod with very heni^ losa. — 
determined a manner were their at- 
tacks directed against our guns, tliat our 
artillerymen were bayonotled by the enemy 
while in the act of loading, and the muzzlea 
of the enemy's guns were advanced within a 
few yards of oura. The darkness of the 
night during this extraordinary conflict, oo- 
casioned several uncommon incidents: our 
troops having, for a moment been pushed 
back, some of our guns remained for a few 
minutes in the encmy'shands; they.however, 
were not only quickly recovered, but the two 
pieces {a ti-pounder and a 5J inch howiteer) 
which the enemy hud brought up, were cap- 
tured by us, together with several tumbrils, 
and in limbering up our guns at one period, 
one of the enemy's C-pounders was put by 
mistake on a Umber of oura, and one of our 
6-pounders limbered on one of hia : by which 
means the pieces were exchanged ; and tbui, 
though we captured two of his guns, yet, as 
he obtained one of oura, we have gained only 
one gun. 

About 9 o'clock, (the action having com- 
menced at 6, ) there was a short intermission 
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of firing, during which it appears the enemy 
was employed in bringing up the whole of 
his remaining force; and he shortly after- 
wards renewed his attack with fresh troops, 
but was everywhere repulsed with equal gal- 
lantry and success. About this period the 
remainder of major-general Riall's division, 
which had been ordered to retire on the ad- 
vance of the enemy, consisting of the 103d 
regiment, under Colonel Scott; the head- 
quarter division of the royal Scots ; the 
head-quarter division of the 8th, or king's ; 
flank companies of the 104th ; and some de- 
tachments of militia, under lieutenant Colo- 
nel Hamilton, inspecting field officer, joined 
the troops engaged ; and I placed them in a 
second line, with the exception of the royal 
Scots and flank companies of the l(Hth, with 
which I prolonged my line in front to the 
right, where I was apprehensive of the ene- 
my outflanking me. 

The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were 
continued till about midnight, when he had 
suffered so severely from the superior steadi- 
ness and discipline of his majesty's troops, 
that he gave up the contest, and retreated 
with great precipitation to his camp beyond 
the Chippewa. On the following day he 
abandoned his camp, threw the greater part 
of his baggage, camp equipage, and provi- 
sions, into the Rapids, and having set fire to 
Street's mills, and destroyed the bridge at 
Chippewa, continued his retreat in great 
disorder towards Fort Erie. My light troops, 
cavalry, and Indians are detached in pur- 
suit, and to harass his retreat, which I doubt 
not he will continue until he reaches his own 
shore. 

The loss sustained by the enemy in this 
severe action cannot be estimated at less than 
1,500 men, including several hundred of 
prisoners left in our hands ; his two com- 
manding generals, Brown and Scott, are said 
to be wounded, his whole force, which has 
never been rated at less than 5,000, having 
been engaged. 

Enclosed I have the honour to transmit a 
return of our loss, which has been very con- 
siderable. The number of troops under my 
command did not, for the first three hours, 
exceed 1600 men ; and the addition of the 
troopB under Colonel Scott, did not increase 



it to more than two thousand eight hundred 
of every description. 

A very difficult, but at the same time a 
most gratifying duty remains, that of endea- 
vouring to do justice to the merits of the offi- 
cers and soldiers by whose valor and discip- 
line this important success has been obtained. 
I was, very early in the action, deprived of 
major-general Riall, who, I regret to learn, 
has suffered the amputation of his arm* and 
whose bravery, zeal, and activity, have 
always been conspicuous. 

To lieutenant-colonel Harvey, deputy-ad- 
jutant-general, I am so deeply indebted for his 
valuable assistance previous to, as well as 
his able and energetic exertions during, tiiis 
severe contest, that I feel myself called upon 
to point your excellency's attention to the 
distin^ished merits of this highly deserving 
officer, whose services have been particularly 
conspicuous in every affair that has taken 
place since his arrival in this province. The 
zeal and intelligence displayed by major 
Glegg, assistant-adjutant-general, deserve 
my warmest approbation. I much regret 
the loss of a very intelligent and promising 
young officer, lieutenant Moorsom,' 104th 
regiment, deputy-assistant-adjutanlrgeneral, 
who was killed towards the close of the 
action. The active exertions of captain 
Eliot, deputy-assistant-quarter-master-gene- 
ral, of whose gallantry and conduct I had 
occasion on two former instances to remark, 
were conspicuous. Major Maule and lieut. 
Le Breton of the quarter-master-general'a 
department were extremely useful to me : 
the latter was severely wounded. 

Amongst the officers from whose active 
exertions I derived the greatest assistance, 
I cannot omit to mention my aides-de-camp, 
captains Jervoise and Loring, and captain 
Holland, aide-de-camp tomsgor-general Riall. 
Captain Loring was unfortunately taken 
prisoner by some of the enemy's dragoons, 
whilst in the execution of an order. 

In reviewing the action from its com- 
mencement, the first object which presents 

* It was afterwards ascertained, that mijor- 
general-Riall, though severely wounded, did 
not lose his arm. 
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itaelf, aa deMr?iDgof Doticu, is the steudi 
ness mod good conduct of tbe Hquadruo 
«f the 19th light draguoos, luidur mi^or Lisli 
And the verj credituble auj eioolloiit de- 
leDce mad^bj the incorporntod mllitio-bat- 
Uioii, under lieuteuaDMulaDel Uobii 



Copg if a UlUr from an o^cer n l\t arm 
iu friend in AUiandria, dated Fori Erie U 
-JulgTA. 

Od th» 23>1 1 roiinil mjBoIf 3d Tir reoovE 
M to join the ann; at Queon^ton Hcighte, 
itbongh that part of tn; foot wltii'li wna rrocturod 
will ucTcr he of much tiervics. On the 24tb 
retired to Chippewa, and on Uio ^5tli aL bi 
tast 4 P. M, onr first hrigade commanded by 
fleneril Scott, engrtj^ the cnpinj's advancf, 
*boat 2) miles from Ghippowri : ttic main body 
«t both armies »ooa supported tlio adianciM^, 
and a tremendoaii battle was Tought liutiDg 
6 hours anil 23 minutes, mn^-ily within hair 
mnihet, and aomelimes within piitol shot, 
which ended in the enemy's totiil defeat, kaviag 
2 brasH 24 pounders and 1 bmsu C poonder ' 
«ar poBxessioii. We kept the battle grouad ( 
til midnight, when haTiug removed our wouadod 
and part of our dead, we retiri'i) to Chippewa, 
tailing with as hia brn.'B G poiimlr^r. We were 
unable to bring off his two 24 puaudors from a 
want or horse*; almost all ours being liilled, 
and our pieces were generally taken off with 
bricoles. The enemy's lo^a in liilled. woiutded 
«nd prieonerB must be about 12 or 1300. Ul 
priioners we have taken maj<jr general Kiall, 
flen. Dnimmond's aid de camp, VJ officers and 
■860 or 400 men. His foroe engaged was by 
their own acconnt abont 4,500 regulars, besides 
his Indians, &c., commanded by Lieut. Gi 
Drnmmood and Mij. Qen. Riall. We had i 
an Indian engaged and our force did not i 
«eed twenty-eight hundred men : our loss 
Mtere. Oeoerala Brown and Soott, and an i 
of each with aeTemI Geld officers are wnund 
— seteral other officers killed, among whom was 
my captain [Kitchie] — he wati wounded 
body, bnt refused to quit his piece, wbon a 
caunon shot took moz^t of bis bead off All the 
men at his piece were killed or wounded. He 
was brother to the editor of the Richmond En- 
quirer, and formerly lived in Aluiandria. 

rAiioHieo/NiAOABApSajstSio Albany Argus, 
commands, like the aahievemrnts of our naTal 
Iicroes, the admiration of alt classes of the 
American people, a few CKcepIodj and the 
noat bitter revilers of the army are impelled by 
the strong current of applaiui.'. to admit that 
the heroes of Niagara merit the narme^^t thank« 
*nd gratitude of their country. The capturcl 
Mffiaara of the enemy with an iugeniona candor 
^hat reAact* apon ^m honour, declare, that 
«.».. _„. — i..>.:,.j — f j,g( ujjy jjig 



vrhti wiu dangerousl; wounded, and a ,^ 
tachni^nt of tbe 8th (king's regiment,) uDtj^ 
colonel Campbell. M^or Kirb; sucueeilad 
licuteiinntrcolonel Robinsoit in the comiuaqid 
of tliQ incorporated militia-battalion, a^ 
continued very gallantly to direct ita effit^ 

most undaunted bravery, bat a praflcieney la 
tactics and military skill, whlom surpassed \j 
(he must veteran armies. 

From mqior-geaeral Broitn to lit AntritfiX 
leeritary of var. 

(No dale.) 
Sia,~CoaBned ai 1 was, and have •bouL 
since the Inst engagement with the euemy,^] 
fear tliat the account I am about to give law 
he less full and satisfactory than under btlf^ 
circumstances it might have been made. •! 
particularly fear that Uie conduct of tiM 
gallant men it was my good fortune to lagll 
will not be noticed in a way due to their law^ 
and tlie honour of our country. 

t'uu are already apprised, that the arm; h^^ 
the 2Ath ult taken a position at ChippeWa, 
out noon of that day, colonel' Swifl, who 
was posUil at Lewislon, advised me, Jtf 
oiprc!-B, that the enemy appeared in consTi}& 
able fnrcs in Queenston, and on its heidita; 
that four of the enemy's fleet had arrivid fa 
the preceding night, and were then lying Afar 
Fort Niagara; and that anujDberof boats wV* 
' », moving tip the strait Within a ,^w 
eunderthis intelligence had beenreoeiwL 
fuilher informed by oaptun l>enmon,Hrf 
the quarter-master's department, that »• 
enemy were landing at Lewiston, and ttiat 
igjlige and stores at ScUoKser, and fa 
Hiiy thither, were in dans^ of immedJMt 

proper here to mention, that having 
:1 advices aa late as the 20ith, from fto- 



there was exhibited o 
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and the commodore sick, we ceaaed to took (bv 
CD-opcrtidon from that quarter, and determia^ 
Lo disenoumber ourselves of bagga^^. a^ 
nsrcli directly to Burlington Heights. To maak 
;his intention, and to draw fVom 8ehlas««r» 
imall supply of proviiuons, I (fell back upMt 
Chippewa. As this arrangement, under.tbtt 
ixed force of the enemy, lelt much' at 
•I on our side of the Niagara, and aa'.tt 
appeared by the before stateB information, that 
the enemy was abont to avail himself of, i^ 
1 conceived that the moateSectnal method^ 
recalling him from the otyaot vu to put mjHlf 
lion towards Queeoston. . Qeoeral Sqatt. 
fJie Ist brigade, TowBoa'a artillery, ..i^ 
all tbe drkgoons and tooonted .men, wet«,a*- 
cordingly put in march on the read lesdlfiK 
thither, with orders to Jc*port If the eMpj 
>ppeared„ud to eall ^0( . aaiistance, if t|rt 
(as Dcceaaary. 

The 25th regiment, under major Jusnp, w 
engaged in a meat obMinatf •onliet widi ^ 



i«2 



HISTORY OF TIIB WAR OF 1812. 



This battalion has only been organized a 
few months, and, much to the credit of cap- 
tun Robinson, of the king's regiment, (pro- 

•« ______^ __^ 

ihat remained to dispute with us the field of 
|)attle. The m^or, as has been already stated, 
had been ordered by general Scott, at the com- 
mencement of the action, to take ground to his 
fight He had succeeded in turning the enemy's 
Mt flank, — had captured (by a detachment 
under captain Ketchum) general Riall, and 
sundry other officers, and shewed himself again 
to his own army, in a blaze of fire, which 
defeated or destroyed a very superior force of 
the enemy. He was ordered to form on the 
ric^t of the 2nd regiment. The enemy rallying 
his forces, and as is belieyed, having received 
i^lnforcements, now attempted to drive us fVom 
e^ position, and regain his artillery. Our 
line was unshaken, and the enemy repulsed. 
Vwo other attempts, having the same object, 
^bA the same issue. General Scott was again 
engaged in repelling the former of these ; and 
the last I saw of him on the field of battle, he 
was near the head of his column, and giving to 
its march a direction that would have placed 
him on the enemy^s right. It was with great 
pleasure I saw the good order and intrepidity of 
general Porter's volunteers from the moment of 
their arrival, but during the last charge of the 
enemy those qualities were conspicuous. 

On the general's arrival at the Falls, he 
learned that the enemy was in force directly in 
his front, a narrow piece of wood alone inter- 
eepting his view of them. Waiting only to give 
this information, he advanced upon them. By 
the time assistant-adjutant-general Jones had 
delivered this message, the action began, and 
|>efore the remaining part of the division had 
crossed ^the Chippewa, it had become close 
and general between the advanced corps. 
Though general Uiplcy with the 2nd brigade, 
migor Hindman with the corps of artillery, and 
general Porter, at the head of his command* had 
lespectively pressed forward with ardor, it was 
not less than an hour before they were brought to 
sustain general Scott, during which time his 
command most skillfully and gallantly main- 
tained the conflict. Upon my arrival 1 found 
thai the general had passed the wood, and 
engaged the enemy on the Queenstown road, 
and on the ground to the left of it, with the 
0th, 11th and 22nd regiments, and Towson's 
Artillery. 

The 26th had been thrown to the ri^^t to be 
governed by circumstances. Apprehending 
4hat these corps were much exhausted, and 
knowing that they had suffered severely, I 
determined to interpose a new line with the 
adrancing troops, and thus disengage general 
Soott, and hold his brigade in reserve. Orders 
Were accordingly given to General Ripley. 
4*be enemy's artillery at this moment occupied 
a hill which gave him great advantages, and 
(Was the key of the whole position. It was 
Mpported by a line of infiantry. To secure the 



Tincial lieutenant-colonel), has attained m 
highly respectable degree of discipline. 
In the reiterated and determined attacks 



victory, it was necessary to carry this artillery^ 
and seize the height. TMs duty was a8signtt<i 
to colonel Miller, while, to^favor its execution » 
the 1st regiment, under the command of colo- 
nel Nicholas, was directed to menace and 
amuse the infantry. To my great mortifica- 
tion, this regiment, after a discharge or two, 
gave way, and retreated some distance before it 
could be rallied, though it is believed the o£Ei- 
cers of the regiment exerted themselves to 
shorten the distance. 

Stimulated by the examples set them by their 
gallant leader, by Major Wood, of the Pennsyl- 
vania corps, by Colonel Dobbin, of New York, 
and by their officers generally, they precipitated 
themselves upon the enemy's line, and made all 
the prisoners which were taken at this point of 
the action. 

Having been for some time wounded, and 
being a good deal exhausted by loss of bluod, ii 
became my wish to devolve the command on 
General Scott, and retire from the field ; but on 
inquiry, I had the misfortune to learn that he 
was disabled by woimds ; I therefore kept my 
post, and had the satisfaction to i<ee the enemy's 
last effort repulsed. 1 now consigned the com* 
mand to General Ripley. 

While retiring from the field, I saw and felt 
that the victory was complete on our part, if 
proper measures were promptly adopted to 
secure it The exhaustion of the men was, 
however, such as made some refh»hment 
necessary. They particularly required water. 
1 was myself extremely sensible of the want of 
this necessary article. I therefore believed it 
proper that general Ripley and the troops 
should return to camp, after bringing off the 
dead, the wounded, and the artillery ; and in 
this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy bed en- 
tirely ceaecd to act. Within an hour after my 
arrival in camp, 1 wiis informed that general 
Ripley had returned Miithout annoyance and In 
good order. I now sent for him. and, after 
giving him my reasons for the measure I wae 
about to adopt, ordered him to put the troops 
into the best possible condition ; to give them, 
the necessary refreshment ; to take with him 
the piquets and camp guard, and every other 
description of force, to put himself on the field 
of battle as the day dawned, and there to meet 
and beat the enemy if ho agtiin appeared. To 
this order he made no objection, and I relied 
upon its execution. It was not executed. I 
feel most sensibly how inadequ:ite are my pow- 
ers in speaking of the troops, to do justice 
either to their merits or to my own sense of 
them. Under abler direction, they might have 
done more and better. 

From the preceding detail, you have now eri- 
dence of the distinguished gallantry of Geaera!e 
Scott and Porter, of Colcnel Miller^ and Majcr 
Jessop.. 
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whiiA the enemj made on our centre, f^r 
the purpose of gaining, at oace, tfae crcHt uS 
the position, and our guita, the Hteadinpii: 
■nd intrepid itj displayed by the troop: 
allotted fur the defence of that poet, were 
never eurpossed ; thcj cnnsioted of the 2i 
battalion of the 89th rcgimont, commam'lr',] 
b J lieutenant-colonel Morrison , and, after i In 
lieutenant-colonol hnd been obliged to r\~ 
tire from the field bj a severe wound, 1 
In^or Clifford ; a, detachment of the ri> 
«l Scotts, under lieutenant llomphill, and 
after ho was killed, lieutenant Fraacr ; i 
detachment of the Rth, (or King's), unde 
oaptain Conipboll ; light uompanj 41st Tff^j 
ment, under cnpLtin Olew ; with some de 
tachmentA of militia under lieu(en:tnt-coloni>l 
Parrj, 103rd regiiiicnt. These troo)i 
tepeatedlj, when h»rd pressed, formed round 
the colour of the 89ih regiment, and in 
Tariablj repulsed the denperate elTurls ma<ii 
against them. On Iho right, the steadincs- 
and goijd conduct of the 1st battalion ul 
rojal Sootts, under lieutenant Gordon, on 
some very tryinj; occasions elicited my fldnii 
ration. The king's regiment. 1st battalion, 
andcT major Kvans, behaved with equal 
galhintry and firmncHs, as did the li^hl 

Of the l:<t bvieivle. tlie chief, with his side <li: 
•amp. Worth, his mnjor of brigade, SiiiitL, nnri 
erery commawliT of b:ittidion were wounded. 

The ^ brigade Huflured leas; but, us u bri- 
gade, their condiurt oiitit1i>d tliom to the applaiisF 
of their country. After the enemy's strong po- 
ntion had been carried by tlie 'Hsi and the ilt 
taohment'4of thoITIliand I'Jth, the 1st and '24. 
assumed a new chaructcr. Tlicy could not ni;^ 1 1 
be shaken or dism:iyc<l. Major M'ParlniiJ, nf 
Ihelatler, fvilnobty at the head of his battalion. 

Under the curaiiiand'of General Purtcr, tbr 
militia vnlnnlefrs of PennnylTania and Ncv 
York Hlood undinnnyed amidst tlic hottest fiie, 
and repulsed the veterans iipposed tr> them. The 
Canudian TolunCeers, cummondeil by Cobinel 
Wilcoi, are reported by Qpnerai I'nrtiir as hav- 
ing merited and rccrived his approbation. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by Miijor 
Hindman. IwhaveJ with its usual gallanti'y. 
Captain Towdori'x company, altochol to tlio I'^t 
brigodf, wns tbo first and tost engaged, nnd 
durinic the vlinio conflict maintained that high 
character which they had previously won by 
their skill and valaur. Captains Uiddle and 
Ritchie were both wounded early in tha action, 
bnt refused to rjuit the field. The latter de- 
clared that he never would leave his piece ; and. 
Irae le his engagement, fell by its side, covercil 
with wouods. 



company of the royals, dotauhod under oap- 
lain Stewart ; the grenadiers of the 103d. d^ 
tiLched uudor captain Browne ; and the flank 
companies of the I04th. under captain 
Leonard ; the Qlengnrrj light infantry, an- 
dcr lieutenant-culonol Batlersby, displnjod 
moHt Taluablo qualities as light troc^ ; 
colonel Scott, major Smelt,. and the officeti 
of the 103d, deserve credit for their exertions 
in rallying that regiment, nller it had keen 
thrown into momentiry disorder. 

Lieutenant-colonel Pearson, inapectinf 
field-officer, directed the advance with grttt 
intelligence ; and lieutenant-colonel l>rui»- 
mond.ofthc 104 th, having gone forward witb 
my permission, early in the day, mnda hioB- 
>clf actively useful in different porta of tb» 
Bcld, under my direction. Them officera 
ire entitled to my Iwst thnnbn, as is Lien- 
lenaiit-eolcmel llnmilt'm, inspecting field- 
officer, for IiIh exertions after his arrival with 
the troops undor C'llonel Seott. The field 
iirtillcrv, so lung as there was ligh^waawdl 
served." 

The eredit of its efficient state ia doe to 
i:aptain Mackonorhic, who haa had charge 
uf tt since its arrival with thia difiaiOB. 
Captain M'Lauchlan, who hae care of the 



The 
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army liad its peculiar merit 
jind distinction: rnioin't Gnnliner, adjntani- 
H^iieral. thmigh ill, wns un buri'cback, and did 

" '- ' ■( power; his assistant, Mqcr ionm, 
. active ami urifnl. MygalUntaidM 
de camp, AusUn and Spincer, had many and 
critical duties tu pcrforui, in the iHschnrga of 
nhirh the lal ler fell. I Nlinll ever think DftUe 
jouug nnin with pride aud regret; refret that 
" s ciircer hiis boin He thorl— pride that it bM 

^•u so uoble and ilistini^nislicd. 

The engineers, Jlajors Mnrrae and Wood, 

ire jrreatly distingniKbed on ibis day. and tbdr 
railitary talent wns exerted with great eA«t; 
iidcr iny eye, and near my 
eir ^fsi^t»nco a groat deal u 
likirly to be ascribed; I most enme»tly reccm- 
mend tlirin, as worthy of tlic highest trust and 

inti.icnce. Thoslairnf Gcocrats Ripley and 

tirter di-^eovered Rreut ii-al and attention to 
dniy. Lieutenant E. II. ILindulph. of the SOtk 
'Sgimcut, Ls cnutled te notice ; his courage wae 
runcpituous. 

I enclo.te a reliim of our loss ; those noted 
\a nii^'sing mny gcncmlly be numbered with the 
lead. Tlie inotny hud but little opportoni^ 
if making prisoners. 

I have the honor tn be, Sir, 4c,, 

Hon. John Armstrong, Secretory at War,. 
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.lotteries at Fort Mississaga, Tolonteered his 
MTveea in the field on this occasion. He 
ms seTereiy wounded. Lieutenant Tom- 
kins desenres much credit for the way in 
:^hioh two brass 24 pounders, of which he 
liad charge were served ; as does seijeant 
jkustin of the rocket company, who directed 
the Congreve rockets, which did much eze- 
eotion. The zeal, loyalty, and bravery with 
which the militia of this part of the pro- 
Tiaoe had come forward to co-operate with 
hie mi^ty's troops in the expulsion of the 
enemy, and their conspicuous gallantry in 
(hby and in the action of the 5th instant, 
daim ipy warmest thanks. 

I €annot conclude this despatch without 
leooHunending, in the strongest terms, the 
following officers, whose conduct durine the 
lafe. operations has called for marked appro- 
Ijiiion ; and I am induced to hope that your 



excellency will be pleased to submit th^r 
names for promotion to the most favourable 
consideration of his royal highness theprtnoe 
regent ; viz : Captain Jervoise my ude- 
de-camp; captain Robinson, 8th (king'iB) 
regiment, (provincial lieutenant-colonel), 
commanding the incorporated milita; cap- 
tain Eliot, deputy assistant-quarter-master- 
general; captain Holland, aide-de-caqip to 
major-general Riall ; and captain Qlew, 4l8t 
i^giment. 

This despatch will be delivered to you bj 
captain Jervoise, my-aide-de-camp, who la 
fully competent to give your excellency every 
furUior information you may require. 

I have the honour to be, &o. 
GORDOiV DRUMMOND, 

Lieutenant-general., fte. 

His Exceilehcy Sir G. Prevost. 
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COHTUITS. 

The battle of Bridgewator, or Landy's Lane, 
and its resulta. — Destruction of stores and 
baggage. — General order issued by lieuten- 
ant Qeneral Drummond. — Fort Erie. — Qon- 
tiral Drummond's despatch. — The repulse at 
Conjocta Creek. — Outrage at Port Talbot, on 
Lake Erie. 

Of all the battles that were fought during 
»w v-^. * «-, 1 tlio waJ"* ^oi>o could bo 

The battle of Bridge- .11 

wmter. or Lundj's Lane, comparod With that 01 

Lundj's Lane for the 
obstinacy both of attack and defence ex- 
hibited on both sides. At Chippewa the 
contest was decided principally by musketry, 
but at LundyVlane the Americans, for the 
first time, ventured to cross bayonota with 
Britsh troops, and the issue of the combat 
then taught them, whatever their moral 
courage, their physical inferiority to British 
and Canadian troops. 

This battlo may almost be styled an im- 
promptu engagement, inasmuch as the 
American General, in ordering the advance 
in the first instance, was without correct 
information, as to the force opposed to him. 
This we learn from Wilkinson, who distinctly 
states that it was reported to (leneral Scott, 
"that the enemy could not be in force," and 
that, conseriuently, that officer ** pressed 
forward with ardor," to attack the British. 

If ever one army was fairly beaten by 
another, the battle of Lundy's-lane furnishes 
as with such an instance ; that is, if remain- 
ing in possession of the field while your 
adversary retreats precipitately and in dis- 
order, be considered as a proof of victory ; 
Ueneral Drummond was attacked by a 
superior force, and, through the gallantry of 
iim troops, he not only sustained his posi- 
tion, but, on the next morning, when General 
Ripley* received instructions from General 
Brown to make another attack, he was found 
flo well prepared to repel it, thut the attack 



was not made ; the front, too, shown by \b^ 
British being so formidable, that a retreil 
on the part of the Americans was found 
necessary, this retreat not being, as Ameri- 
can writers represent, orderly, bat marked 
with the destruction of military stores oC 
various kinds. 

That the American loss was severe can be 
proved by the fortunate admission of Ingersol^' 
who says, f '*Those who had sunk ezhaastedt 
those gone to take care of the wounded, tht 
numbers who, in all battles, stray from 
their places, those left in camp when the 
rest went out to battle ; all those diminii^ 
tions left, in thejudgment of reliable officers,- 
not more than a thousand Jighting mm 
embodied, when they were marched back lo 
Chippewa." That the loss was so severe^* 
we, cannot, for a moment believe, when ir9 
consider the numbers of the Americamt 
engaged ; we can only, therefore, look oaf 
this statement of Ingersol's as an attempt wH 
an excuse for the retreat of a superior bodjT 
before an inferior. ' * 

If ever a writer earned a pension from hii 
devotion to his ''country's cause," Ingersol U 
that man. Nothing has sufficed to withstand 
the onslaught of his pen on the character 
and morale of the British, and a few eztractMi 
taken in connection with Drummond's dee^ 
patch, will not be found unamusing.' We 
are first informed, page 09, that "Genertf 
Brown, when the victory of Bridgewater, 
so far as could be judged from all oiroonk- 
stances, was complete, was with difficult 
supported on his horse as he retired toGhip^ 
pewa." We presume that Mr. Ingersol ott 
reading over this paragraph considered i| 
necessary to account for General Biown and 
his army's retreat to Chippewa, accordin|^ 
on page 100, we find it stated that " The 
struggle was over. Pride of success was 
supplanted by bodily exhaustion, anzie^ 



* Wilkinson, Vol 1. Appendix 9. 
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f Page 09, Historical sketch of the second 



war. 
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fbr repose from excessive toil, and relief 
from tormenting thirst The Americans, 
therefore, but as Victors were marcbod 
to their encampment, as Brown had directed, 
thoogh without the cannons captured/' 
When we consider that the Americans had 
made a leisurely march of it to Lundy's-lane, 
ftat they went fresh into action, with the 
knowledge that strong reinforcements wore 
at hand, and that they expected to encounter 
a vastly inferior force, Ingcrsol's twaddle 
about the want of water and so forth, is very 
absurd. The major part of the British 
forces engaged at Lundy*s-lane had made a 
forced march of fourteen miles, and had 
Ipone into action literally out of breath and 
exhausted with fatigue, yet we do not find 
one word in General Drummond's despatch 
velative to the " necessity of refK)se from 
ttcessive toil." Again, we are told by 
Ingeraol, that for want of liorses, harness, 
drag ropes, and other contrivances, the 
inestimable trophies (the captured guns) 
IIbU at last into the hands of the British, who 
returned to the hill, soon ailer the Amori- 
eans left it. Mr. Ingorsol further accounts 
for the capture of an American howitzer, by 
indignantly denying General Drummond's 
■tatement. That officer, in his despatch, 
stated ** a howitzer, which the enemy brought 
np, was captured by us." To this Ingcrsol 
responds — " Tlicy captured nothing^ hut 
merdy found a cannon accidetUaUi/ lefty when 
an hour after the enemy's retreat, their con- 
querors in complete and undisturbed pos- 
session of the guns and the field, slowly and 
in perfect order, left it and them, to return 
to the indispensable repose of their camp." 

It has been our good fortune to converse 
with several of the officers who distinguished 
themselves in the battle of Lundy's-lane, and 
by all wo have been assured, that, so far 
ftom the American troops leaving the hill, 
leisurely, and voluntarily abandoning the 
guns, 08 Ingersol represents, the real state 
of the cose was, that the Americans did 
abandon both the top of the hill and the 
gans, but that it was because a vigorous 
bayonet charge compelled them, and that 
the guns were recaptured about one hundred 
yards from the position originally occupied. 
We almost fancy Mr. Ingersol has been 



misled by the tale told at the Observatory, 
which now marks the scene of the struggle, 
and that the worthy sergeant who recounted 
the tale, recognizing the historian as a 
Yankee, crammed him with the version of 
the battle prepared for his countrymen ; if 
so, Mr. Ingersol fared better than General 
Scott, who, we presume, having some ap- 
pearance of respectability about him, was 
mistaken for an Englishman, and had the 
unspeakable mortification of having the spot 
pointed out to him, " where General Soott 
turned tail and ran away." 

On one sentence, taken from the Quebeo 
Gazette of the 23rd September, 1814, Mr. 
Ingersol bases a regular edifice of deductions, 
" with all our strength," wrote the Gazette, 
" it would be rashness to penetrate far into 
the United States, and might produce another 
Saratoga." This single sentence suffices to 
furnish Ingersol with material for the fol- 
lowing extraordinary assertions : — 

''Continued skirmishes, sieges, sorties, 
and other demonstrations, following the two 
pitched battles* in Canada, proved only corol- 
laries to the problem solved by them, that 
the American army, like the navy, was su- 
perior to that of England. As soon as the 
double elements of military ascendant were 
well combined, and strict discipline added to 
stern enthusiasm, the mercenary Briton was 
.subdued. Coarse, vulgar, English predu- 
dice, uttered by envious and odious journal- 
ism, continued their abuse of the United States 
as a licentious and knavish nation. But 
English better sense perceived, and dispas- 
sionate judgment pronounced, them also 
martial and formidable. Not a little of that 
impression came from the seemingly insigni- 
ficant invasion of Canada, which, during the 
months of July, August, and September, 
1814, not only defied, but invariably defeated 
the great power of Great Britain by land 
and water, ending, perhaps fortunately, not 
by the conquest of a British province, but 
discomfiture of British armies and fleets, 
wherever Americans encountered them." 

It is most wonderful how Ingersol could 
have penned such a sentence, when the real 

* Chippewa and Limdy's Lane. 
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fiate of the oaso is considered, and the 
grounds for Mr. Ingersors boast disposed of. 

If we refer to the position occupied by the 
Americans durin;^ one period of the year 
1813, we find that nearly the whole of the 
western peninsula was in tlicir possession, 
with the single exception of the position at 
Burlington heights, and if we trace the events 
of the war from that date we find that by 
the energy and strategic skill of Generals 
Drummond and Murray, the whole of the 
country thus occupied had been wrested 
from the invaders, that their strongest fort 
(Fort Niagara) had been stormed, that their 
whole frontier had been devaijtated, and that, 
■with the solitary exception of holding Fort 
Erie, Mr. Ingersol had not the smallest ex- 
cuse for giving to the world the statement 
we have <{Uotcd above. 

Mr. Injiiersol, however, not satisfied with 
the above extraordinary assertions, goes still 
a step further, and ascribes the success of 
the American troops in repelling subsequent 
attacks, to the prestige of General Brown's 
valour. *• Xot less," writes the veracious 
American, ** than six thousafid five hundred 
•excellent British regular troops, without 
counting their hordes of Indians and Cana- 
dian militia, had been routed, mostly killed 
wounded, captured, all demoralized and dis- 
couraged . In defiance of tlie mighty efforts 
of the undivided strength of Britain, three or 
four thousand American troops held posses- 
sion of that part of Canada." This mere 
holding of that part of Canada (Fort Erie) 
■was, aliM), found by Ingersol " inestima- 
ble in its beneficial natural consequences," 
-as it defended the Atlantic seaboard " more 
effectually and infinitely cheaper than a 
hundred thousand militia could have done. 
The invasion oi' Canada kept a very large 
hostile force occupied there. If Brown, in- 
stead of two or three, had been eight or ten 
thousand strong, tlioy would probably have 
detained the British who captured Washing- 
ton from venturing there." 

We could cite many more instances of Mr. 
Ingersol's misrepresentations. It will, how- 
•ever, sufiice to make instead a short one 
from General Armstrong's " Notices of the 
War," who, after con<lemning Gen. Brown 
for fighting the battle *' by detachments," 



and pointing out how the affair should have 
been conducted, asks whether, ** if such 
views had governed in the affair at Bridge- 
water, the trophies won on that occasion 
would have been lost, or would the quesddn 
be yet unsettled, to which of the two armies 
the victory belonged ?" 

This admission from General Apmstrong 
is sufficient to settle the question as to whom 
belonged the victory at Lundy's Lane ; anj 
admission by an American of doubt as to 
whether ** they had whipped," being, when 
we consider the national character, tanti^ 
mount to an acknowledgement of defeat. 

Mr. Ingersol traces in these battles the 
origin and cause of peace. " Battles in CSa- 
nada did more to make peace than all thA 
solicitations at St. Petersburg and London^ 
negociations and arrangements at Ghenk 
The treaty of Ghent without these battles 
would have been the shame of the United 
States, and the beginning of another war.'* 

We fully concur with Ingersol that these 
battles had very much to do with producing 
peace, but we contend that it was the issail 
of these battles, in conjunction with the otheSr 
humiliating defeats which they had expeii* 
enced, that brought a vainglorious and boast^ 
ing people to a sense of their real power, 
and that, the remembrance of their signal 
discomfiture in Western Canada was safli» 
cient to outweigh the subsequent successes 
at New Orleans, IMattsburg and elsewhere. ' 

The " reflections on war" of Mr. Ingersol 
are not less curious than his assertions as to 
the consequences of the battles of Lundy^ 
Lane and Chipj>ewa. ** To the student olT 
history," he writes, when moralizing on th^ 
effects of what he claims as victories, " tl^ 
view reaches further in the doctrine of war- 
fare, its martial, political, and territorial 
effects. TImj battles which made Cromwell 
the master of Great Britain and arbiter of 
Europe, which immortalized Turenne, an4 
which signalized the prowess of Spain, wheQ 
mistress of the world, were fought by smaS 
armies of a few thousand men." 

Ingersol has here thrown new light upon 
some most interesting periods of history, and 
we learn for the first time that the battles of 
Naseby and Worcester in England wer^ 
fought by armies of similar strength to thai 
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of Goneral Brown. Nor is the modest j less 
itaiarkable which compares Oeneral Brown 
Wad his campaign on the Niagara frontier 
(ine most signally condemned by General 
JCiinstrong) with the exploits of one of Louis 
XIV.'s most celebrated commanders, the 
man who, at the head of a large force, deso- 
Uited the most fertile portion of Germany, 
iM carried desolation, whilst he inspired 
leai*, throughout the palatinate. 

Oar historian forgot, when enunciating 
lti6 discovery that courage, strategy, and 
^ery military virtue are as well displayed 
on the smallur as the vaster scale, to compare 
Hie campaign, or the Canadian tournament, 
•r he delights to call it, with Marathon or 
Vhennopylas. We have, however, devoted 
AtfKcient space to Mr. Ingersol and his rea- 
lms for the causes " which nerved the arms 
ttlat struck so powerfully for victory at the 
Anils of Niagara." 

llie same misrepresentations which char 
ncterize Ingersol, mark the various versions 

S'ven to the American people by Thompson, 
Connor, and Smith, and, according to their 
ikles, the Americans, whose numbers 
liiey diminish by nearly one half, are repre- 
dtoted as winning an easy victory over a 
i|>roe nearly double their own. For instance, 
ttr. Thompson makes the British force, in- 
iftiead of sixteen hundred and thirty-seven, 
tely five thousand one hundred and thirty 
men, and, last not least, he brings to the aid 
tf the British General /our of the fled. When 
ve remember that the river is not navij];al>le, 
Owing to the rapidity of the current, abijve 
Queenston, which is eightmiles from Lundy's 
Iiane, this mistake of Mr. Thompson will 
Appear the more ridiculous. 

Before closing this account of the battle of 
^ »e«tnicti.m of storos Bridgewatcr, or Lundy's 
«Ml bagb'age. Lane, as it is commonly 

formed, we will give one short extract from 
Ifeneral Wilkinson's memoirs. Tlie General, 
#hen noticing Oeneral Brown's orders 
lo General Ripley to return for the (pms he 
had forgotten^ writes, " finding the enemy so 
•irongly posted and in superior force, he judici- 
Ausly retired ; and then a scene euKuefl 
Mich Juiff been carrfiiUy concealed from thff 
puldic. By the improvidence of (Jeneral 
Brown (the American Turenne) the de- 



ficiency of transport provided for hiii bag» 
gage, stores, and provisions, had not been. 
remedied ; and a great portion of it wan now 
necessary to the accommodation of hio- 
wounded and sick. The necessity of a re- 
treat could be no longer concealed or delayed ; 
and the consequence was, that a con- 
siderable quantity of provisions, stores, and 
camp equipage, with a number of tents were 
thrown into the river, or burnt." General 
Wilkinson adds, *' I have this fact from an 
officer left with the command which per- 
formed this dutv." 

With this declaration before him Ingersol 
and other Americans have the assurance to 
contend that a victory was gained, and thai 
their troops retired in good order! 

When claiming the action of Lundy 's Lane 

o™..n,i Ortc, h™«i "••"vvictory. the Ameri- 
by Lit>ut«>iiaxit Oentsrai cans were alwavs coinr* 

Drnmmond. n i » ,.« 

pelled to qualify and 
explain, not so, however. General Drum- 
mond, who had the satisfaction of knowing 
that his trof>ps and their gallantry, on the 
memorable 25th of July, were duly appr^ 
ciated at head quarters, as the issuing of tho^ 
following order testified : — 

Adj, General's OpncE, 

MONTUEAL, 4th Aug., 1814. 

The commander of the forces has tho 
highest satisfaction in promulgating to the 
troops, the District General Order, issued 
by Lieut. Gen. Drumniond, after the action 
which took phice on tlie 25th of last months 
near tho Falls of Niagara, Ilis Excellencjr 
is desirous of adding to the meed of praise 
so deservedly bestowed by the Lieutenant 
General on the troops, regulars, and militia^ 
who had the good fortune to share in thio 
brilliant achievement, the deep sense he 
entertains of their services, and of the dis*- 
tinguished skill and energetic exertions of 
Lieutenant General Drumniond in the mea» 
sures which have terminated by repellins 
the invaders from his JMajesty's territories. 

The commander of the forces unito^s with 
Lieutenant General Drummond, in sincerely 
lamenting the great loss which the service 
has sustained by the t^overe wound received 
by Major General Riall, ami his subsequent 
untoward capture. It will be a most pleas- 
ing pai't of the duty of the Commai^ 
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dar of the Forceo to bring tlie mcritori- 
OttB services of the right division of the armv 
of the Goiiados, libfoi-o tlie gracious consider* 
ation of his Royal Highness the i'riiice 
Regent. 

(Signed) EDWAUI) RAINES, 

Aiipt. Gen. N. A. 

It vein bo seen by this cndorHution of 
General £>nimmond*s general order, that th(' 
beads of departments in Canada, were Haved; 
the trouble of endeavouring to make th('j 
worse appear the better cause, a noccpsitv 
which fell to the lot of Washingt(*n and Ral- 
timorean writers. Gen. Drunimond won the 
battle, and in his general order, which follows, 
He gives a manly and straightforward version 
of the afiair. Knowing that his men were 
brave and disciplined, he felt that ho wan not 
ealled on to lavisli the extravagant jiraise on 
them, for comporting themseUes as soldiers. 
which usually marks American General 
orders : — 

DISTRICT GENKUAL ORDER. 

II. Q., Falls of Niagara, 
20th July. 1S14. 

Lieutenant General Drumnioud oiTors his 
■mcerest and warmest thanks to the troops 
and militia engaged yestcnlay, for their 
exemplary steadiness, gallantry and disci- 
pline in repulning all the eflortf* of a numer- 
ous and determined enoniy to carry tho 
|K>8ition of Lundy's lane, near the Falls oi 
Niagara; their exertions liavo been crowned 
with complete success, by the defeat of the 
enemy, and his retreat to the position of 
Chippewa, with the loss of two of his guns 
and an immense number (jf killed and 
wounded, and several hundred prisoners. 
When all have behaved nobly, it is unnooes- 
tary to hold up particular instances of merit 
in corps or individuals. Tho Lieutenant 
General cannot, however, refrain from ex- 
pressing in the strongest manner his admira- 
tion of tlie gallantr}' and Ht(»adincsM of tho 
d9th regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Morrison, and Major Clifford, who ably an<l 
gallantly supplied tho Lieut oiiant Colonel's 
place after he was wounde«l : Liglii Company, 
4l8t Regt., under Captain (J lew, and dota^li- 
mont of the 8th or King's regiment, under 



Captain Campbell : and RoyalH acting with 
them ; also a party of incorporated militiai 
by whom the brunt of the action was for a 
considerable time sustained, and whose losa 
has been very severe. To the advance under 
Lieutenant Colonel Pears4»n, consisting of the 
Glengarry Light Infantry, under Lieutenant 
Colonel IkittersV)y ; a snuill party of tho 
104lh under Lieutenant Colonel Drummond; 
the incorporatoil militia under Lieutenant 
C(»lonel Robinson, and detachments from 
the 1st, 2nd, Ith, and 5th Lincoln militia, 
and 2nd York, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Parrv, llKJrd, the Lieutciuint General offers 
his warmest thanks. They arc also duo to 
the trotips which arrived under (\»l(»nel Scott, 
during the action, \iz., the 1st or Royal 
Scots under Lieutenant Col(»nel (jordon, 8th 
or King's under Major K\anfl; lOord regi- 
ment under Colonel S'ott, Flank Company 
l()4thwith the Norfolk, (\\ford, Kent and 
Kssex Rangers, and Middlesex, under 
Lieutenant ('olonel Hamilton. 

The adniira))le steadiness and good con- 
duct »»f the IDth Light Dragoons under 
Major Lisle, and of the detachment of Royal 
Artillery under CapUiin Machu'hlan, are 
entitled to ])ai tjcular praise ; the latter 
officer having been badly wounded, the com- 
mand of the Artillery devolved to Captain 
Maconochie, with whose gallantry and 
exertions Lieutenant (General Drummond 
was highly pleased. Sergeant Austin, who 
directed the firing of the Congreve rockets, 
deserv es very great cn'dit. To the (jfTicers of 
the (ieneral and his personal staff, to Capt. 
Holland, AidHle-camp to Major (ieneral 
Riall, Lieutenant General Drummond feels 
himself greatly indebted for the assistance 
they afforded him. 

He has to lament being deprived (by % 
wound early in the m-tion,) of tho services 
of Major G<*neral Riall, who was most un- 
fortunately made prisoner, while returning 
from the lii.'ld, by a party of the enemy's 
cavalry, who had a momentary possession 
of the road, Lieutenant General Drummond 
has alsotorcgiet the wounds which have 
depri>ed the corps of the services of Lieut. 
Coh)nel Morris<Hi, ^^Dth regiment, and Lieut. 
Col. Robertson, of the incor|H>rated militia. 
In the fall of Lioutemuit Moorsom, of the 



HISTORY OP THE WAR OF 1818. 



netUfUlDDVatfEi 



104th TCgiinont aorviii^ aa dcput; asKiBtant 
Adjutant (leneriil, tho Mrvico has lost a Rftl- 
hnt, intelligent and meriloricius young 

The L'euteiwint leneral ivod Prenident has 
great ploruiuro in diNmiiisin^ to their homc^ 
the whole of the Hedentfiry militia who bavp 
BO hiiodsumoly eoinefiirvcikrd on thooccaaion, 
confidoiit that on nuy future emergenej, 
their luyullj will be again equally conapicu- 
ouf. — Ho will jierfurm a grateful duty in 
nprescntin); to bis Miyotty's GuTernntent. 
the sioiil, bravery, and alacrity with which 
the militia have cooperated wilh bin 
HajoBty's troupH. 

(SJRned) J. IIARVKY, 
Lieut. Col. and Dcp. Aii;. General. 

After this liatlla of Lundy's Lane, the 
AiiierieantroopshavmR 
retired tu Fort Erie 
there Btron(^hcncd their position, enlargin; 
the Port ami erecting new batteries, ami b< 
anxious were they to prepare for the wminj; 
itorm, that, for fully a week after thoj 
■ought refuge within Ibc walls of the Old 
Port, the troops were emploved nij(ht and 
day in puttin<; the works in such a state 
might enable tbein tu repel the atlajk which 
Qenoral Ilipley felt woa ineTitalile. These 
preiMinitiims were not, however, unfeltby the 
peaceable Heltl<>rs nf the c<)untry, as the build- 
ings al SlreetH Mills were doHtmycd, on the 
preleit that they might afford n Hbelter to 
an attaekinff army. This wanton destruction 
of private property must not be lost Bight 
of by the reader, as we hhrill ere long have 
to ehronicle American opinions on nearly 
similar actional. Uenernl Dromiaond found 
it noiiesBary, too, at this time, in order to facili- 
tate his attiu'k on the American position, 
to attiu.-k the batteries At RIack Kocb, and 
the vesKcIs of war lying in front of Fort Erie 
and covering it lakoward with their broad- 
sides. 

The difEjullie* in aoetHnplishhig the latter 
of these a.'tion« were very greivt, and the 
bnatfl naco-'sary fur the purpose had to be 
tranBpnrtoil, one a distance of twenty miles, 
the others eight mile* on the men's shoulders, 
The-ic difEu-ulIios were, however, all over- 
oomi, anl on the evening of the Uth of 
Au;{iist, ths bjatd were aafaly Uuachetl 



Lake F.rie, and pnt off under the command 
if Captain Dohbs, with three crews of 
leventf-Qve men, to attack the Amerioan 
<(rhooners. The detnila of this affiiir are n 
fairly given in Lieutenant Conkling'a letter 
that it U unneceHsary to do more than place 

liefore the reader. 

'■rom LiculeiiaHl Conilin to Captain Kenne^. 
Fori-George, Upper Canada, 

s, August 1(1. 1814. 

Witli extreme regret I have to moke known 
to you the ei rem u stances attending the cap- 
of the Ohio and Sooiers. ( n tbe night 
of the 12th, between the hours uf 1 1 and H, 
the boats were seen a short distance tirbead 
iif tlio Somors, and were hailed frum that 
veBnel: Ihey answeretl " provision-boate," 
which deceived the officer uf the deck, as onr 
army-buats are in the habit of ptuuing and 
repassing thri)u$;faout tlio night, and enabled 
them tu drift athwart his hawee. and cut liie 
.'-ablon ; at the same time pouring in a beef; 
lire, before he discovered who they were^ 
leounly they vere alongside of mo, 
and notwithstanding my eiertions, njiled bj 
Mr. M'Cally, acting sailing-master, (wfaawai 
loon disabled.)! was unnblp to repulse them. 
Rut for a moment. I maintained the quarter- 
<leck until Qiy vword fell, in eauKCiiuenee of . 
:i shot in the nhoulder, and nearly all on 
'leek either wounded or surrounded with 
liayonet". As their force was an overwhdm- 
'ng one, I thiiught farther re»istancc vain, 
vmA gave up the veesol, with the satisfaction 
.if having performed my duty, and defended 
my vcsHcl to the last. 

List uf killed and wounded. 



enemy's less in killed and wounded is 

much more considerable ; among Ibe killed 

the commanding officer of the Netlej, 

(lying here.) captain Ralclific ; be fell in ot- 

lenipting to come over my quarter. Not 

ithstanding the number of muaket« and 

pistols which wore fired, and the hustle in- 

Hcparablerrumenterpriaeinof the kind, neither 

the fort nor the I>.>rcuptue attempted to fire, 

WQ drlfte'l past them ; nor did we receive 

shot until past Black Hook, though th^ 

ight have doalrnyed us with cose. 

We expect to be xont to .Montreal, ani pe^ 

baps to Quebec directly- 
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Edward P. Kennedy, Esq., commanding 
the United States Naval Force on Lake Erie* 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. CONK LING. 



of the enemy's Fort, by the tiro of the battery 
which I had opened on it un the morning of 
the 13th, and by iihich tlic stone building 
w:i8 much injured, and the general outline 



This wa^ a very spirited aftair, the force ; of the parapet and embrazurcs very much 
attacked was much superior to the attacking 'altered, 1 was determined on assaulting the 
imrty, and the loss of the vessels was much 'place ; and accordingly mode the necessary 



felt by the Americans, although subsequent 
events in some measure compensated for the 

■ 

capture. 

The attack on tliis pbvce was, jicHiaps, the 
most gallant actiim of the wliolo 
war, the obstinate courage of the 

troops was so remarkable as to elicit the 



IV>rt£rle. 



arrangements for attacking it, by a heavy 
column directed to the entrenchments on the 
side of Snake-hill, and by two columns to ad- 
vance from the battery, and a«»sault the fort 
and entrenchment on this side. 

The troops destined to attack by Snake-hill, 
(which consisted of the King's regiment and 



praise of their enemies, — even Mr. Thomson, that of De Wattevilhj's, with the flank com- 
of Britain hating notoriety, bearing testi- panics of the 89th and 100 regiments, under 



mony on this occ;Lsion, to the g;illantry ex- 
hibited by the Brito-Canadian troops. 

In Crcneral Drummtmd's despatch, and 
the accompanying note, the leading particu- 
lars will be found, an<l the extracts from 
American despatches and papers will show 
the feeling of joy that the repulse of the 
British before Fort Erie inspired. 

Its Gcai^ral Drummond's do-ipatch a very 

Gkiieral Druumt.uJ'k fuH acCOUnt is givcn of 

*"'***^ tlie repulse of the troops, 

under his oonimand, before Fort Erie. 

#VoM LieuUnanl-Gmtral Drummond to Sir 

Georgt Vrtcotl. 

Camp before Fort Erie, 
8i«, August 1."). 1814. 

llaving reason to believe that a sufficient 
impression had been produced on the workn 



* From Lieutenanl'Cnlonfl Fischer to Lieutenant- 
General Sir Gordon Drummond. 

Sir, Camp, August 15, 1814. 

I have the honour to report to you, for the 
information of Licutenant-gcnernl Druininoud, 
that, in compliunce with the iuHtruftions 1 
received, the brigade under my commauti, con- 
^sting of theSlh and l)e Watteville's regiment, 
the light compani^M of tlic 80th and l(X)th, witli 
a detachment of artillery, attacked thi^ 
morning, at 2 o'clock, the position of the ene- 
my on Snake-hill, and, to my great concern, 
failed in it^ attempt. 

The flank companies of the brigade, who 
were formed under the order of major Evans of 
the king 8 regiment, for tlio purpo-^c of turning 
the position between Snjike-hill and the lake, 
met with a check at the abnttis, which wn^ 
found impenetrable, and was prevented by it to 
•apport raiijor Do Villatte, of lie Watteville'snnd 
captain Powell of the quartcr-mastcr-generars 



Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer, of the re;riment 
of De Wattcvillc,) marched at four o'clock 
yesterday afYernoon, in order to gjvin the 
vicinity uf tlie point of attack in sufficient 
time. 

It is with the deepest regret I have to rc- 
lK)rt the failure of lx»th attacks, which were 
made two hours before <lav-li;:lit this mom- 
ing. A copy of Licutcnaiit-Colwiiel Fischer's 
report,* herewith enclosed, will enable your 
Excellency to form a tolerable correct judg- 
ment of the cause of the failure of that at- 
tack ; had the head of the crolumn, which had 
entered the place without difficully or oppo- 
sition, been supported, the enemy mu8t have 
(led from his works, (which weie all taken, 
as was contemplated in the iuHiructions, in 
reverse,) or have surrendered. 



department, who, nolually with a few men, 
had turned the enemy's battery. 

The column of support, consisting of the re- 
mainder of Do Wutteville's nnd the king's 
regiment, forming the reserve, in marching to 
near the lake, foun<l themselves entHngUnl be- 
tween the rocks and the water, an<l, by the 
retreat of the flank eompnnies, were thrown 
into 8uch confti«ion. ns to render it impossible 
to give them nny kind of formation during the 
darkness of the night, at which time they were 
exposed to a most galling fire of the enemy's 
battery, and the numerous parties in the 
abattis ; and 1 am perfectly convince<l that the 
great number of missing, are men killed or se- 
verely wounded, at that time, when it was im- 
possible to give them any asMistance. 

After day-break the troops formed, and 
retired to the camp. I enclose a return of 
casualties. 

J. FISCllKR, 
Lieutenant-colonol Do Watteville's regt. 
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The attack on the fort and entrenchments 
leading from it to the lake, was made at the 
same moment by two columns, one under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Drummond, 104th regi- 
ment, consisting of the flank companies 41st 
and 104th regiments, and a body of seamen 
and marines, under Captain Dobbs, of the 
royal navy, on the fort; the other under 
Colonel Scott, 103rd, consisting of the 103rd 
regiment, supported by two companies of 
the royals, was destined to attack tlie en- 
trenchments. These columns advanced to 
the attack as soon as the firing upon Colonel 
Fischer's column was heard, and succeeded 
after a desperate resistance, in making a 
lodgement in tlie fort through the embrazures 
of the demi-bastion, captured the guns which 
they had actually turned against the enemy, 
who still maintained the stone building, when, 
most unfortunately, some ammunition, which 
had been [ilaced under the platform, caught 
fire from the firing of the guns in the rear, 
and a moat tremendous explosion followed, 
by which almost all the troops which had 
entered the place were dreadfully mangled. 
Panic was instantly communicated to the 
troops, who could not be persuaded that the 
explosion was accidental, and the enemy, at 
the same time, pressing forward, and com- 
mencing a heavy fire of musketry, the fort 
was abandoned, and our troops retreated to- 
wards the battery. I immediately pushed 
out the 1st battalion royals, to support and 
cover the retreat, a service which that valua- 
ble corps executed with great steadiness. 

Our loss has been severe in killed and 
wounded : and I am sorry to add that almost 
all those returned ** missing," may be con- 
sidered as wounded or killed by the explo- 
sion, and left in the hands of the enemy. 

The failure of these most important attacks 
has been occasioned by circumstances which 
may be considered as almost justifying tlie 
momentary panic which, they produced, and 
which introduced a degree of confusion into 
the olumns which, in the darkness of the 
night, the utmost exertions of the officers 
were ineficctual in removing. 

The officers appear invariably to have be- 
haved with the HKist perfect coolness and 
bravery; nor could any thing exceed the 
steadiness and order with Avhich the advance 



of lieutenant-colonel Fischer's brigade 
made, until emerging from a thick wood, it 
found itself suddenly stoppe^l by an abattis, 
and within a heavy fire of musketry and gum 
from behind a formidable entrenchment. 
With regard to the centre and left columnv 
under colonel Scott and lieutenant-colonel 
Drummond, the persevering gallantry of both 
officers and men, until the unfortunate ex- 
plosion, could not be surpassed. Colonel 
Scott, 103rd, and Lieutenant-Colonel Drum* 
mond, 104th regiments, who commanded the 
centre and left attacks, were unfortunately 
killed, and your excellency will perceive that 
almost every officer of those columns was, 
cither killed or wounded by the enemy's fire, 
or by the explosion. 

My thanks are due to the under mentioned 
officers ; vis. to Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer, 
who commanded thn right attack ; to Mnjoi: 
Coore, aide-camp to your excellency, who ao- 
companied that column ; Major Evans, of thct 
king's, commanding the advance ; Migor. 
Villatte, Do Watteville's ; Captain Basden* 
light company 89th ; Lieutenant l^urray, 
light company 100th ; I also beg to add the 
name of Captain Powell, of the Glcngarrj 
light infantry, employed on the staff as 
deputy-assistant in the quarter-master-gen- 
eral's department, who conducted lieutenant- 
colonel Fischer's column, and first entered 
the enemy's entrenchments, and by his cool- 
ness and gallantry particularly distinguished 
himself; Major Villatte, of De Watteville'a 
regiment, who led the column of attack and 
entered the entrenchments; as did Lieutenant 
Young of theking's regiment, with aboutfifty 
men of the light companies of the king's and 
De Watteville's regiments: Captain Powell 
reports that Serjeant Powell, of the 19th 
Dragoons, who was perfectly acquainted with 
the ground, volunteered to act as guide, and 
preceded the leading 8uV^divisi(>n in th^ 
most intrepid style. In the centre and left 
columns, the exertions of Major Smelt, lOSrd 
regiment, who succeeded to the command e( 
the loft column, on the death of Colonel Scott; 
Cnptains Leonard and Shore, of the lOith 
flank companies; Captains Glew, BulloclHi 
;\nd O'Kcefe, flank companies ; Slst Captaia 
Di)bbs, Royal Navy, commanding a party ol 
volunteer seamen and marines, are entitled 
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to my AcknowIcilgmcntK (they are all wuund- 
ed.) Nor can I omit mentioning, in the 
strongest term*! of approbation, the active, 
seftloiifl, and useful exertions of Captain 
Eliot, of the 103rd regiment, deputy assistant- 
quart er-m aster-general, who was unfortu- 
nately wounded and taken prisoner ; and 
Captain Barney, of the 89th regiment, who 
had volunteered his services as a temporary 
assistant in the engineer department, and 
conducted the centre column hTthe attack, 
Sn which he received two dangerous wounds. 



To Mi^or Phillot, commanding the royal 
artillery, and Captain Sabine, who com-| 
manded the battery as well as the field-guns, 
and to the (»fficors and men of that valuable 
branch of the service, serving under them, I 
haye to express my entire approbation of 
iheir skill and exertions. Lieutenant Charl- 
ton, royal artillery, entered the fort with the 
oentre column, fired several rounds uptm the 
enemy from his own guns, and was wounded 
liy the explosion. The ability and exertions 
of Lieutenant Philpot, royal engineers, and 
the officers and men of that department, 
claim my beat ackuowledgemeuts. 

To Licutenant-Ctdonel Tucker, who com- 
manded tlie reserve, and to Litnitcnant-Col- 
onel Pearson, inspecting field officer, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Battcrsby, (Jlengarry light 
Infantry, and C.iptain Walker, incorporated 
militia, I am greatly indebted for their active 
and unremitted attention to the security of 

0Ut-p08t8. 

To the deputy adjutant-general, and deputy 
qnarter-master-goneral, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harvey, and Lieutenant-Colonel Myers, and 
to the officers of their departments, respec- 
tively* as well as to Captain Foster, my mili- 
tary secretary, and the officers of my personal 
staff, I am under the greatest obligations for 
the assistance they h:ive afforded me. My 
acknowledgments are duetoCaptain D'Alson, 
of the 90th regiment, Brigade-Major to the 
Tight division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hichol, quarter-master-general of Militia, the 
exertions of deputy commissioner-general 
^rquand, and the officers of that department, 
Ibr tiio supply of the troops ; and the care 
nnd attention of staff-surgeon O'Malley, and 



the medical ufficers of the division, lo the 
sick and wounded, also claim my thanks. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

GOUDOX DRUMMOND, 

Lieutenant-Genoral. 
His Excellency Sir George Provost, Bart. &c. 

Tlie result of the attack on Fort Erie was 

even more disastrous in its consequences to 

the British than had been the attack on York 

to the Americans. Jn this affair nine hun- 

« 

dred men were either killed or wounded, 
and so severe was the blow, that had a less 
energetic commander than Drummond been 
in Upper Canada, or had a more able General 
thiui Brown commanded the Americans, the 
result of the blow at Erie might have been 
of the most serious character. 

As it was, whether from Brown's wound, 
or from his incapacity, the blow was not 
followed up, and sufficient time was afforded 
to Oenenil Drummond to rei^over from the 
loss which he had experienced. 

As may be imagined the victory at Fort 
Erie was the signal for lo Pagans all through 
the United States, and amongst others it ap- 
pears to have particularly ** gladdened the 
heart of Gen. Gaines that so many British and 
Canadians had been blown up." We subjoin 
his despatch and an article from a Buffalo 
journal on the subject : — 

Head-quarters, Fort Erie, U. C. 

Aug. 15, 7 A.M., 1814. 
Dear Sir, 

My heart is gladdened with gratitude to 
Heaven and joy to my country, to have it in 
my power to inform you that the gallant 
army under my command has this morning 
beaten the enemy commanded by lieut. gen. 
Dnimmond, after a severe conflict of three 
hours, commencing at 2 o'clock, a. v. Thej 
attacked us on each flank — ^got possession of 
the salient bastion of the old fort Erie; 
which was regained at the point of the bay- 
onet, with a dreadful slaughter. The ene- 
my's loss in killed and prisoners is about 600; 
near 300 killed. Our loss is considerable, 
but I think not one tenth as great as that of 
the enemy. I will not detain the express to 
give you the particulars. I am preparing 
my force to follow np the blow. 



su 
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With great respect and esteem, jour otw- 
^Qt servant, 

EDMUND P. OAINES. 

Brig. Gtn. Com'g. 
The Bon. John Armttmnff, the Scc'rt/ of War. 

From the Buffalo Gazelle, Augiut 16. 
SPLENDID DEFENCE OF FORT ERIE. 

We take great plcimiro in presenting our 
reaJers wilh l!io fulliiwiiig glurious and in- 
teresting newii fniin our gallant army at Furt 
Eric, received lout evening fruni uotloubtod 
withorily :— 

On Eunilaj cvonln;; lieutonent general 
Dmininund made Iii<> ilispiiHltionB f 
iiig Fort Eric. AUiut balF-post 2 o'elock 
yesterday morning tlic ntlaek commcnccU 
from three t^nloum.''. one directed against the 
Fort, one againut Tihtboii's Uatterj-, itnd the 
third moved up the river in order to force 
pBMage between iho Furt and river. Tli 
column thut opproaL-hcU llie Fort succeeded 
in gaining the nimpart, after having heon 
several ti men repulsed : when about 3 
them had gnincd the vorks and made a 
Binnd, an explosiim from some unknown 
cause completely elcared the rani|iartn of the 
enemy, the most uf -whom were utterly de- 
Htroyed. The eelumu Hint moved to attack 
thoecutli {or Tuws'in's) battery made dcs- 
pemte ehargoe, but -were met w itli such finn- 
ness liyour artillery and infuutry,a« to lie com- 
iwlled to fall batk— they advanced a seennd 
and third time with |;rD!it n^ululion, but 
boing*raet with surh dislingiiished gallantry, 
they gftvo way and tetireii- The column that 
maruhed up the river, were repulsed before 
they oBiiaulted the batteries. 

Shortly aFier Iho sxplofion, the enemy 
finding their o£furts to gninthe Fort or carry 
tlio batteries, unaviliiig, witlidren his forces 
from the whole line, and retreated to the 
woods. The action continued one hour and 
■n half, during whiuli (except the short in- 
terval thut the enemy oci-upied the ramparie) 
the artillery from that fort and batteries 
kept up a must dc^tructivo lire, as well ou 
the main Iwdyofthe enemy as on the at- 
tacking columns. ThcHe colums were com- 
posed of the best of the British army, 
volunteers froui every corps, the forlorn hope. 
The enemy's luHs is estimated at rising WO. 



il23 rank and file passed thi? place tbil 
morning, lor Oreenhuah, Colonel Driimmond 
and six or seven officers were killed, one 
Dep. Q. M. Gen. (said to be captain Elliot), 
and two platoon officora, prisoners. Our loe^ 
in killed does not exceed twenty, moat of 
which we learn are of the artillery. Wa 
regret to state, that captain WiliiamB and 
lieutenant M'Dunough, of the artillorj, ar$ 
killed : lieutenant Fontaine, miaaing, sup- 
posed taken prisoner. 

Siimo of our officers were wounded, bn* 
we have not learned their names. 

From the circumstance of the enemy's 
main body lying within gmpe and canister 
distance from tho firt, Ihcir loss must bt 
Tery severe, greater than what is mentioned 
in tlic aliuve estimation. The enemy's wag- 
gons were nncomBiouly active yesterday 
morning in removing the wounded. 

The prisoners are of the 8th, lOOih. 103d, 
I04lh, and De Wattevillo's regiments, and a 
few siLLKirs. 

impOBBJhle for us in this skelch, to 
say anything of the individual skill and pA- 
lanlry of the officers, or the sle.ady brawy 
of the men engaged in this glorious defenca; 
presume all did their duty. Brigadier 
general Guinea commanded the fort, 

army at fort Erie continues nlmoM 
daily to skirmish with the enemy, which u 
priucip.tlty Cfinfincd to the attack (if pickela 
in bith siller. There has been more or lesa 
rannoiioding every d«y during the week 
pa.'!, without nny material advantage t* 
cither. On Wedne.idny a party of riCemen 
under captain Birdaall. attached and drove 
tho enemy's picket; they lost from fiflaM 
to twenty killeil. Wo lost only one mnn^ 
On Friday major Morgan wilh a detai-hmenl 
from his rifle corps attacked tho enemy in 
nkirtsof the woods hack of the fort; and 
after a brisk musketry of some time reluraad 
the fort, with tlie loss of ten or twelve kiL 
led, amuni; whom, wo regret tu say, was that 
cucellpnt officer mnjor I^Mlowick Morgan, of 
the Ixt rifle regiment, who so gnllnntly te- 
Iiulsed tho enemy at Conjockety Creek, oa 
the morning of the 3d instant. Ho was in- 
terred at Buffalo, on Saturday, with all Iht 
honour due to his rank and distinguished 
bravery. 
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Our fleet on Lake Ontario, to thn number 
of Dine sail arrived off fort \i»;;ara aI>out 
eight or ten days since. The S^iph, vaid to; 
be the swiftest sailer on the hiko, ^rjtve fliiiHo 
to e British brig, which boin<; uiiaiilo to 
eBOApe, was abandone<l and Mown up. Fruui 
ererj appearance she wan hja<le<l with muni- 
liona of war,, intcndinl for the Briti<i!i forts. | 
Oommodore Ghaunccy commandn tho fleet,' 
whose health is fast improving. Three of, 
the enemy's small vessels lie in Niagara; 
river, blockaded by our fltM^t. | 

We have the unplcusint task t(^ iiifitrm ; 
the public of the Iosh of two Tnitod Statos; 
eohoonors lying near Fort Erie, by i^aptiire.l 
Ifc appears that the cnciny fitted Dut an ex- 
pedition of nine lK)ats, on the lak.t* above 
Fort Erie, and made a 8iiiuihane.»us attack 
npon our three schoonerH; Ihe l*«»n*upine 
aucoeeded in boating (hem nff ; the Kimers 
and Ohio were captured, and tak<M\ do>vii 
the river, below the point, near Frt*nrhniaii's 
ereek. The Porcupine tiailod on Sunday for 
Rrie. 

We loam that Captain Dolib-i, of the 
British royal navy, conmiandtMl the ])arty 
7hioh captured the S«)mcrs and Olnt*. 

Wo have been correctly infiinneil t.fpar- 
Uoulars of the heroitf m of captain Kntchnm 
of the 25th regiment, whose name has 
reooivod tlie junt applnuse df the piiMio — 
though, it is regretiod by liis ft How-o(IiotT8. 
that he has not been hont.nred with a brevet 
from the government. The ;;all:\nt condmrt 
of this young officer on the 5^1 of July, has 
been set forth by general Siutt. Tln^ parti- 
oolars which reflect on him honours erpially 
high, are, that in the mont'i of June prcvi- 
OQB ho had marched IiIh (Mnnpany fnim the 
rendezvous at Hartford — a full company of 
recruits, assemblcfl by him un<1cr .special 
sathority from the comm.inding officer (»f 
the regiment, to form a flank company, par- 
ticularly dre>sed and e(piip])e<K and drilled 
b/ him for light service — nn<l all young men. 
The intrepid conduct of these men, so lately 
from the interior in opposing three timeH 
their force, when operating by themHelvcs 
on that day, completely proves that the good 
eenduoti of our soldiers, however inex- 
perienced, will depend, an in the instance of 
the gellant leader of this detachment upon 



the examples of ardor and firmness set them 
by their commanders. 

In the acti<m at the Falls of Niagara, 
Captain Ketchum in again distinguished, in 
being detatdied by Colonel JeH^<up to the rear 
of the enemy's line, supported by the Lieut, 
Cohmel with the 5th regiment, formiHl at 
right angles, with the enemy's left flank, 
and keeping watch over the British regiment 
of dragoon sT, drawn up on a parallel line on 
hi:i right. Thus did Ketchum under cover 
of the night, between two lines of the enemy, 
seize a parly of IJritish officers and men, 
among whom were Major (jJenenil Riall, and 
an aid (»f liieutenant (leneral Jh'ummond, 
(the Ijieuteimnt General having narrowly 
escai)e<l.) and bring them safely to his 
(!oh>nel. Soon after Captain Ketchum had 
obtained from general \X\i\\\ his name, and 
expresseil t«i him his hajipiness at meeting 
with him — the (jenenil is said to have in- 
rpiired, "where in the (ienenil?'' 

(ieneral Hiall when at Bufliilo, sent his 
sword with a p<dite note, to lieutenant Colo- 
nel Jessup — the lieutenant Coh^nel wjw there 
on acc-ount of bin wounds. 

The defeat at Fort Krie. disastrous as it 

Th..i!»puWato.iyo<:U ^'*'"^» waj« felt even more 

Keverely from the cir- 
cunfstance of a similar repulse, although not 
attended with Huch loss (»f life, at Conjocta 
Creek, near lUack U(»ck. We admit readily 
that the intention of the Briti>h General to 
effect a diversicm hero and carry the batteries 
:it lilack llock was defe'ite«l, but we cannot 
pennit Maj«)r Bforgan's stat-ment as to 
numbers to pass unnoticed. The Major 
ileclares that the British nunibered frum 
twenty to fifleen hundnd men, the actual 
number having been f(;ur hundred and sixty. 
It was quite unnoces8ary for Major Morgan 
to have increased the fon-«? opposed to him, 
in sum or ratio, as every one will readily 
admit the fact of his having, with liitlo 
better than half the number tiefcated an 
attack whi(?h involved great results. Major 
Morgan's report*will be found below in our 
notes : — 



Crwl;. 



♦RErOKT OF MAJOR MOIUJAN. 
Sir, Fort, Erik, Aujniat 6th 1814. 

Having been stationed witli the 1st battalion 
of the 1st regiment of Riflemen at Black Rock ; 
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American journals wore loud in their 

Outrage at Port Talbot, condemnation of the 
on lAktt ririf. eevoritieH and atrocities 

practiced by the British in the Chesape.^kc, 
but are most careful never to allow that 
Americans could be guilty of similar " atro- 
cities." We find, however, on the authority 
of Mr. James, that an occurrence took place 
on Lake Erie which we believe will parallel 
anything, however bad, that ever occurred 
along the shores of the Chesapeake. We 
give the affair in Mr. James's words : — 

The Americans will not allow us to give 
an uninterruppted detail of open and honora- 
ble warfare. Among several petty outrages 
upon private property, one that occurred on 
Lake Erie is too heinous to pass unnoticed. 
On the 16th of August, a party of about 
100 Americans and Indians landed at Port- 



on the eveuing of the 2d instunt, i observed the 
British army moving up the river on the op- 
posite siiore, and supectcd they might make 
a feint on Furt Erie, with 'an intention of a 
real attick on the Uuff.ilo sido. I ini mediately 
moved and took a position on the upper side of 
Conjocta Creek, and that night threw up a 
battery of some logs, >\hicli 1 found on the 
ground, and had tlic brl:Ige torn away. 

About 2 o'clock the next morning, my 
picqnets from below gave mo information of the 
landing of nine boats full of troops, ha1f-i»-mile 
below. I immediately got my nieu (210 in 
number) to their quarters, and patiently waited 
tlieir approach. At a quarter past four they 
advanced upon us, and oomraenced the attack : 
sending a party before to rej)air the bridge under 
the cover of their fire. When they lia«i got at 
good rifle distance, I opened a heavy fire on them, 
which laid a number of them on the ground, 
and compelled them to retire. They then 
formed in the skirt of the wood, and kept up 
the fight at long Hhot, contlDuilly reinforcing 
from the Canada shore, imtil tliey had 23 boat 
loads, and then attempted to ontfiank us, by send- 
ing a large body up the creek to ford it, when 
I detached lieutn. Ryan, Smitli and Armstrong, 
with about 60 men, to oppose their left wing, 
where they were aj^ain repul>cd with consider- 
able loss — after which they appeared disposed 
to give up their object, and retreated by 
throwing six boat loads of troops on Squaw 
Island, which enfiladed the creek, and prevented 
me from harassing their rear. Their superior 
numbers enabled them to take their killed and 
wounded off the field which we plainly saw, and 
observed they suffered severely. We found 
some of their dead thrown into the river, and 
covered with logs and stones, and some on the 
field. We also collected a number of muskets 
and aeeontrementa, with dolbiiig that appeared 



Talbot on that lake ; and robbed 50 heads 
of families of all their horses, and of evefy 
article of household furniture, and wearing 
apparel, belonging to them. The number 
of individuals who were thus thrown naked 
and destitute upon the world, amounted to 
49 men, 37 women, — three of the latter, aad 
two of the former, nearly 70 .years of age, 
— and 148 children. A great many of tiie 
more respectable inhabitants were not only 
robbed, but carried off as prisoners : among 
them, a member of the house of assembly, 
Mr. Barnwell, though ill of fever and 
ague. An authenticated account of ihia 
most attrocious proceeding, delivered in by 
colonel Talbot, the owner of the settlement, 
stands upon the records of the ** Loyal aad 
Patriotic Society of Upper Canada;" yet 
not a whisper on the subject has escaped 
any one American Historian. 

to have been torn to bind their wounds. We 
took six prisoners, who stated the British force 
opposed to UH, to consist of from 12 to 1600 
men, commanded by lieutenant colonel Tucker, 
of the 41st regiment. They also state that their 
object was to re-capture geneni) Riall, with 
other British prisoners, and destroy the publie 
stores deposited at Buffalo. The action cea- 
tiuued about two hours and half. I am happy 
to state they were completely failed in their 
attempts. Our loss is trifling compared with 
theirs — wo had two killed and eight wounded 
[ am sorry to inform you that captain Hamil- 
ton, lieutenants Wadsworth and M*lntosh are 
amcugct the latter. Their gallan^ in «z- 
poking themselves to encourage their- men, I 
think entitles them to the notice of their 
country. My whole command behaved in a 
manner that merited my wannest approbation; 
and in justice to them, I cannot avoid men- 
tioning the names of the officers which are 
as follwos : — Captain Hamilton, lieutenants 
Wadsworth, Ryan, Calhoun, M'Intosh, Arnold, 
Shortride, M'Failand, Tipton, Armstrong, 
Smith, Cobbs, Davidson and Austin, with easiga 
Page. 

If, sir, you believe we have done our dn^, 
we shall feel highly gratified. 

I am, sir, respectfully, our obedient serrani 

L. MORGAN. 

Major lit rifie Re^mmi 

Migor-General Brown. 

Recafitulation or our Killeo and WoUNDSBk 

Captain, Subalterns, Rank and lUa 
Wounded, 12 6 

KUied, 2 
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« CONTKSTS. 

The fortificiitioniit Fori Liio rf-iminMl.— Gcnorul 
BrowTi'd boasts or viciory. — Skiituinh nt 
Lyaa'a Creak.— .irmstri^iig nuil Inpcrmil nu 
G«oernl liuird. — rassamiKinndJj Jiay anil 
tlic events In that (juarwr. 



Litllo time \ 

TIbi f irtlAi^tlon at 



• lost by the Americati«, 
rt nfliT Cipiioml Drum- 
iii[>nit'»i repulcc, in uom- 
meDcing tho ro-ounstructii^fi -.f llio ilorcnoi'n 
at Fort Erie, in^jurui! ]-y llio cxplosinn ; tiir 
eompletion nlso of tlio nciv works tlmt wctp 
in courae of erection, nt the time of t]ic 
MMHilt,wA«pre«scil onsfi rftpiflly thof, in a 
TCry short sptico of time, tliej were al.lo 1» 
boast that " Fort Erie iras rcmlewil iinprof;- 
noblc to thcattackaof any other ban a vastly 
■uperlur force." Thwa defences T<.Te mount- 
ad with twonty-flOTBH hvnij Runii, nnJ tlic 
guriHon WM ranforciid by new levies of 
militui. Itiilmo»tapi>eareilfr:imtIiOBtrcngth 
of tho Telnforcemcnt.^ fl.a if tho Anioriiauis 
were reaolvod at all haiank ti> keep powso- 
tion uf Fort Erie as a sort of eqiupoifw tu 
tho Britist holOingFort Xinsirx Wo loam 
from "likotcheiuf the ATiu" that three hun- 
dred and twenty re^'ila's arrived in tho St. 
Lttwrencc from Lake lluron acompany of 
riflemen from Sandusky; and bo veral other 
delochmontfi of regulars from Battviu and 
Saoketf Harbour, fiiving in all a force of 
three tliouBond four huiidredm en . andbosideii 
these large numlters the Fort wns proteutcJ, 
lakeward, by the broaikidca of tho St. Law- 



tencc, Nia;;,-irn, Laily Prcrort, Caledonia aiid 
I'orcupine. 

I'LeiliK^eil aa General Priiniiiiond van hy the 
lo-'Prt a -Cluiipawu. Lundy's Lane, nnd Fort 
Krie, tho arrival of tho fith and 82iid regi- 
iticnt'i, miixtering «omo one thousand and 
flirty men na.i imtufficicnt to place hint in a 
]iiisitiiin to tiiroiiten ^u funnya) lo a pOBt, 
oiipccLolly an lie had been compelled to aemi 
Hi.t cumpanies of tho 41»t to Fort George, 
and what was loft of tho 103rd to Burling- 
U<n, thofi leaving himself in point uf num- 
iiCTs very little stron;;eT than bcforo. 

The hcayy nnd ennatnnt rains, and theloit 
swampy groun Json vrhii-h thcorniyhuilbeen 
solongencanipod, and thoprivations they bnd 
undorgone, vpreod typhux and intermittent 
fo vers amoiipit the troops, to Kueh an extent 
thiit Genera Brummond, ko far from being 
:ibU: 10 assr.mo the <iffcnsivo, was compelled 
to not mOHt eautlously on the dcfen!»ive. 
Tho ponition of tho two armies wa«, at this 
tiDic, an follows : — The AmcricnnH occupied 
Fort Eric with their rear eoverod hy the 
stiipH. Tho British battcricit were placed 
directly in front, hut Btranj-o to say wcro 
j^inrJed only hy a Ibic of pii[ucta, the m^n 
body being aliout a mile and a half to the 
we presume that this position wai^ 
up by General Drummond on aeconnt 
of the ground being somewhat higher and 
Icirt Hwanipy. 

From the Ist to the ITtli September little 
occurred of eonsequence, oscopt a fow trifling 
affairs of pifiuets, but General Brown, who 
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had bj this time entirely rocoyered from his 
wounds, having learned from stragglers the 
sickly condition of General Drummond's 
army, and that the General was meditating 
the removal of his forces to a healthier lo- 
cality, determined to anticipate the move- 
ments, and to gain the credit of haWng 
compelled the retreat. On the afternoon of 
the 17th he accordingly advanced with a 
large force, and succeeded after a gallant 
resistance in carrying the whole line of bat- 
teries. The Americans were, however, not 
permitted sufficient time to destroy the works, 
indeed they were not even able to spike tlie 
guns, as detachments of the Royal Scots, the 
89th, the Glengary light infantry, three com- 
panies of the Gth and seven companies of the 
82nd now made their appearance, and drove 
the enemy, at the bayonets' point, from the 
batteries nearly to the glacis of Fort Erie, 
making several prisoners in the charge and 
pursuit. By five o'clock the works were 
again occupied and the line of piquets 
renewed. 

As will be seen by General De Wattevillo's 
letter to General Drummond the loss of the 
British in this affair was very severe. The 
Americans acknowledge a total loss of five 
hundred and ten killed, wounded and pri- 
soners. 

Despatch from Major-General De WdtietUle^ 
to LieuienaiU- General Drummond, 

Camp before FortrErie, 
Sept. 19, 1814. 

Sir, — ^I have the honor to report to you, 
that the enemy attacked, on the 17th in the 
afternoon at three o'clock, our position be- 
fore Fort Erie, the 2nd brigade, under colonel 
Fischer, composed of the 8th and de Watte- 
ville's regiments, being on duty. 

Under cover of a heavy fire of his artillery 
ftom Fort Erie, and much favoured by the 
nature of the ground, and also by the state 
of the weather, the rain falling in torrents 
at the moment of his approach, the enemy 
succeeded in turning the right of our line 
of piquets, without being perceived, and 
with a very considerable force, attacked 
both the piquets and support, in the flank 
and rear : at the same time, another of the 
enemy's columns attacked, in front, the 



piquets between No. 2 and No. 3 batteries, 
and, having succeeded in penetrating by No. 
4 piquet, part of his force turned to his leH;. 
and thereby surrounded our right, and got 
almost immediate possession of No. 3 battery. 
The enemy then directed his attacks, with a 
very superior force, towards No. 2 battery ; 
but the obstinate resistance made by tiie 
piquets, under every possible disadvantage, 
delayed considerably his getting possession 
of No. 2 battery ; in which, however, he at 
last succeeded. 

As soon as the alarm was given, the let 
brigade, being next for support, composed of 
the Royal Scots, the 82nd and 89th regimenta, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon, received 
orders to march forward ; and also the light 
demi-brigade under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pearson: the Gth regiment remaining in 
re8er>e, under Lieutenant-Colonel Camp- 
bell. From the Concession-road, the 
Royal Scots, with the 89th as support, 
moved by the new road, and met the 
enemy near the block-house, on the 
right of No. 3 battery ; whom they en- 
gaged, and, by their steady and intrepid con- 
duct checked his further progress. The 82d 
regiment, and three companies of the Gth 
regiment, were detached to the left, in ordet 
to support Nos. 1 and 2 batteries. The 
enemy having, at that time, possession of 
No. 2 battery, and still pushing forward, 
seven companies of the 82d, under major 
Proctor, and the three companies of the Gth, 
under major Taylor, received directions to 
oppose the enemy's forces, and immediately 
charged them with the most intrepid bra- 
very, driving them back across our entrench* 
ments ; and also from No. 2 battery, thereby 
preventing their destroying it, or damaging 
its guns in a considerable degree. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Pearson, with the Glengarry 
light infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Battersby, pushed forward by the centra 
road, and attacked, and carried, with great 
gallantry, the new entrenchment, then in 
full possession of the enemy. 

The enemy, being thus repulsed at every 
point, was forced to retire with precipitation 
to their works, leaving several prisoners, and 
a number of their wounded in our hands. 
By five o'clock the entrenchments were again 
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oocapied, and the line of piquets established, 
as it had been proyious to the enemy's 
attack. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of 
casualties, and the report of the officer com- 
manding the royal artillery, respecting the 
damage done to ordnance and the batteries, 
during the time they were in the enemy's 
possession. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

L. DE WATTEVILLE, major-gen. 
Lieut-General Drummond, &c. 

Return of killed and wounded, 115 killed 
and 494 missing and wounded. 

Although we find in " sketches of the war" 

Oenenl Brown's boorts *hat a loss of five hun- 

of Tictory. ^jred and ten, exclusive 

of militia and volunteers, was acknowledged* 
and although General Brown was driven 
back to his stronghold, without having ac- 
complished the objects of the sally, still he 
had the modesty to term his sortie, in a let- 
ter to General Gaines, " a splendid achieve- 
ment.'' Another American commander, 
General Yamum (the Y should have been a 
B), had the effrontery to write, " our gallant 
little army has again signalized itself by 
guning a splendid victory over a part of the 
enemies forces near Fort Erie. Two of the 
enemies batteries were carried, the guns 
spiked, trunnions broken off, and their 
magasines blown up." 

The return of the officers in charge of the 
artillery shows that this boast of the Ameri- 
can commander was simply a falsehood. 

General Drummond now saw his little 
Army still farther reduced by the six hun- 
dred killed and wounded, and he had the 
pain to find the sickness and mortality 
■preading as the rainy season advanced, he 
therefore resolved on breaking up his camp 
before Fort Erie. This he accordingly did, 
and between the 21st and 24th he removed 
hb guns and stores and retired into com- 
fortable quarters at Chippewa. General 
Drummond remained hero until about the 
middle of October, when General Izzard 
with twenty-four hundred regulars joined 
General Brown, whose division had moan- 
ime received a reinforcement of seven hu n- 



dred regulars. General Izzard now assumed 
the chief command, and, according to the 
Ontario Reporter, a Buffalo paper of that 
day, " was to move down the Canada shore 
with eight thousand regular troops.'' Against 
this overwhelming force General Drummond 
felt that it would be madness to oppose hifl 
handful of troops, he therefore returned from 
Chippewa upon Fort George and Burlington 
Heights. 

Beyond a skirmish at Lyon's Creek be- 
Skirmiiih at Lyon'* t^«cn a brigade under 
^'^*^- General Bissel, some 

fifteen hundred strong, and a body of 
six hundred and fifty men, composed of de- 
tachments from the 82nd, 100th, and Qlen- 
gary regiments, under Colonel Murray, in 
which the British lost nineteen killed and 
wounded, while Mr. Thomson acknowledges 
a loss of sixty-seven, nothing resulted from 
the expedition under General Izzard, as cir- 
cumstances very soon compelled him to 
exchange his advance for a precipitous and 
somewhat inglorious retreat 

As these circumstances exercised an equal 
influence over Commodore Ohauncey's mo- 
tions, it will be necessary to remind the 
reader that the British had been diligently 
endeavouring to complete their large ship 
the St. Lawrence, and that this vessel with 
her hundred guns had been launched on the 
2nd of October. The launch of this vessel 
was the signal for Commodore Chauncey's 
immediate retirement from the lake to Sack- 
ctt's Uarbour, where he moored his ships 
head and stem, in anticipation of an attack 
from his formidable adversary. Sir James 
Yeo had, however, more important business 
on hand, so, satisfied with having frightened 
the American commander off the lake, he 
sailed on the 17th with, and landed on the 
19th, five companies of the 90th regiment. 
The arrival of this reinforcement, although 
it still left the Americans as three to one, was 
the signal for General Izzard's retreat to Fort 
Erie, and the arrival of a second reinforcement, 
induced the American commander, although 
still numbering as four to three, to remove 
the guns and destroy the fortifications of 
Fort Erie, and retreat to his own side of the 
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strait, aflcr, according to Mr. Thomson, " a 
vigorous and brilliant campaign." 

We cannot help imagining that had Gene- 
ral Izzard re-taken Fort Niagara, left a strong 
garrison in the " impregnable" position of 
Fort Erie and kept Drummond in check that 
ho would have been rather more entitled to 
rank his campaign of a month as a brilliant 
one than real facts admit of. Indeed, so far 
from placing it in the category of brilliant 
actions, we are almost tempted to stigmatize 
it as the act of a coward and a poltroon, and 
one which can only bo compared with the 
retreat of the British commander at Platts- 
burg. 

Lest wo should be supposed to condemn 
AnnrtronKandingenwl General Izzard too so- 
on General Uard. ' yercly, we will make 
one or two extracts from General Armstrong's 
notes and from Ingersol. Armstrong devotes 
six pages to the subject, and declares that 
when Izzard was ordered "to throw his 
whole force on Drummond's rear," and to 
leave Plattsburg to its fate, he did so with 
the conviction that the plans laid down by 
government were impracticable, and that the 
British would speedily be in occupation of 
Plattsburg. 

The extract from Armstrong will, how- 
ever, show the opinion entertained by that 
officer of General Izzard's strategic skill. 

" Under these and other foreljodiiigs of evil, 
he was careful to announce to the War De- 
partment his total disavowal of all res- 
ponsibility for whatever might happen ; but 
expressed his willingness, at the same time, 
to execute the orders he had received, *as 
ncdl as lie knew how,' 

" Beginning his movement accordingly on 
the 29th of August, and having in his 
choice two routes to Sackett's Harljor— one 
of which required a march of ten days, and 
the other a march of twenty, ho made no 
scruple of preferring the latter; tliough, by 
doing so, he necessarily put much to hazard 
by giving time to Prevost to reinforce his 
western posts. Nor was this the only mear 
sure he adopted, having a similar tendency. 
" From a desire," he said, " to bring in his 
column fresh and ready for immediate ser- 



vice," he limited its daily march to fift<?cn 
miles ; an indulgence altogether unnecessary,* 
and never granted, when there is anything 
urgent in the character of the serrice to be 
performed. But even this was not enough 
to satisfy Mr. Izzard's conservative theory ; 
a halt of four days was made at the south 
end of Lake George ; professedly, for the 
purpose of refreshing troops, not a man of 
whom was cither sick or weary. And 
again ; when arriving at Sackett's llarbor on 
Uie 16th, though finding that Kingston had 
not been reinforced, and that our fleet had a 
temporary ascendency on the lake,t not a 
single measure was taken for availing him- 
self of these advantages, and attacking, as 
ordered to do, thiit important post. For thi» 
omission, a sympathy for Brown and his 
division was made the pretext. '* The perils," 
he said, ** of this heroic band are now so 
multiplied and menacing, as make it my 
first and most important duty, to leave Kings- 
ton untouched, embark my troops on board 
the fleet, run- up to the head of the lake, land 
on the northern side of the Niagara, and 
throw myself on the rear of Drummond," 
This decision, though thus decidedly an- 
nounced, was short-lived. A storm of wind 
and rain occurring, which prevented the 
fleet from sailing, the General now besought 
advice how he should proceed : whether by 
a land march over bad roads in wet weather, 
or, by waiting the cessation of the storm, 
avail himHclfof a passage by water. Strange 
as it may appear, he preferred t!io former, 
and in a letter of the 18th announced this 
intention to the government. Finding, hovf- 
ever, that the choice he had made, was much 
censured by the army, and even denounced 
by a part of his staff*,! as a new ruse to 
avoid a battle with Drummond, as he had 
already evaded an attack on Kingston, liis 
resolution was shaken, his march suspended, 
and a correspondence opened with the naval 
commander on the old question, " by what 



* Twenty miUs formed Coesar's jostum iter dies ; 
and if the case was urgent, considerably more. 

fSucli was the well-known condition of the 
fleet, when Izzard anivcd at Sackott's Harbor. 

JStatcxncnt of Major O'Conner, Assistant 
Ac^utant-General of the division. 
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luute he should movo." In tliia attempt tn 
obtain from that officer a Hanction fur Siin 
0\ra opinion, he signally failed ; no &iu«-i>r 
was TOachsafed to the question, tutd mertOv 
a notiiw given of the time and p1i\co, ;it 
which the troops would lie received mi 
board of thn fleet, nnd 'enrried to any point 
on Late Ontario, li8 might think proper (•; 
indicate' 

" Though sensibly rebuked by the munocr 
in whiL-li his inquiry had been treated, lio 
felt himself in no sniali degree consoled liy 
two vircuoistancce — the latitude given him 
in choosing a londinf^ploce ; and the licil- 
tation put by the commodore on the number 
of troops the fleet could conveniently carrv 
— when, forgetting alike the orders of tin; 
government, the promises made to Brown, 
and the assuranccB given to the quirtir- 
m aster-general the evening preceding, ]i<> 
at once and peremptjirily declared for tlio 
mouth of the Genesee I At this place, h<- 
found himself with three thousand nK'ii 
early in the morning of the 22d, but, as 
might have been r&idily foreseen, entirelv 
destitute of tho means of transportation. 1i 
was not, therefore, till the 24th, he rcsum.il 
his movement, when, adheringto his puqio<L> 
of " bringing in his corps fresh andreailv 
for action," he directed his march, notLHi 
Bufihlo, but on BatAvia — where an une:;- 
pected solace for all past doubts, labors anil 
terrors, awaited him, 'in a full assurani'i^ 
that, on tho ITth of the month. Brown heil. 
by a skilful and intrepid attack made up<.ii; 
Druwmond, become his own deliverer.' 

"In an intcn'icw with this officer on the 

2Gth, though profe?4sing a vrillingnosB to dis- 
charge hia remaining duty, he restricted i ti> , 
objuots to a seige of Fort Niagara ; and ev.n 
hazardei! an opinion, that this fort retaken, 
the campaign might, with propriety, termi- 
nate. To this proposition, in both its part-, 
Brown refusc<l hisassent-— justly remarking', 
that, as a niililary post, Niagara wasn-ii 
worth holding by either belligerent ; anil 
that its garrison, now composed wholly nM 
invalids and convalescents, formed no ob- 
ject worthy of pursuit ; and again ; that, ur- 
he understood the orders, under which tin' 
diriwua of the ri^ht had marched, they pru- 



' scribed three objects, "an attack on King- 
^ston, which hod been omitted; the relief of 
the division of tho left, which had been ao- 
I complished ; and, lastly, the attach and cap- 
lure of Drummimd'i armjf — involving that 
of all the British posts on the peninsula." 
— " This," he added, "remains to he done, 
and may bo accomplished, with scarcely a 
; doubt of success, if, for the purpose, ft pro. 
per direction bo given to the two divisioDB 
I united.'* It was not, however, till after tlio 
j stimulus of a second conversation with 
! Brown, that lizard could be prevailed upon 
|even to cross the Niagara; when, on receiv- 
: ing a full exposition of tho proposed project 
' of attack, and perceiving, after a short t»- 
of Drummond's position, the 



probability of 
a<]upted tho 
Brown to direct 



3sa, he fur a n 

and even detached 
labor, preliminary to 
iho movement; when, availing himself of 
information just received, that "fourofthe 
enemy's ships were now at the mouth of tjie 
river — that the navigation of the lake hod 
been abandoned to Teo, and that Chauncey 
iiad been driven for shelter, under the 
batteries of Sackott's Harbor,"— he at once 
relapsed into his former creed, and adopting 
ihe Iludibrostic strategy of pruercinr/ the 
armijjor the next campaiffa ordered " a re- 
treat across the St. Lawrence, and winter 
luarters to bo taken for the troops," — thus 
literally fulfilling his own prediction, that 
tho expedition would terminate in disap- 
, pointment and disgrace. 

"While Izzard was making these extr»- 
ordinory displays of military skill and 
ardor, an eipoditioa -vaa organized in the 
west, having for its objects the eecurity and 
quiet of the Michigan tocritory during the 
approaching winter, an attack on Burling- 
lon Ueights, and an eventual junction with 
Brown's division on the Niagara. Tha 
force assigned to the service was oomposcd 
iif mounted yeomen, furnished by Kentucky 
!Uid Ohio, one company of United Stfttea 
^'angers, and seventy friendly Indians, mak- 
ing in the aggregate, seven hundred com bat- 
imts. Though failing in its principal object, 
the movement, from the activity and judge 
laent witli which it was conducted, may not 
)ie unworthy of a short notice^" 
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After the long and explanatory extract al- 
ready giyen, it will be unnecessary to quote 
more than afew linosfrom Ingersol, although 
equally severe strictures are to be found in his 
pages : — 

"It is difficult," says Ingorsol, "if possible 
to justify General Izzard's prudence or af- 
fectation of prudence, a virtue, like all others, 
injurious by excess. Taking twenty days to 
get from Plattsburg, afloat on Lake Ontario, 
when it might have been done in ten, then 
causing his army to be landed, not in Canada, 
any where Izzard chose, as Commodore 
Chauncey offered his fleet to land them, but 
choosing the mouth of Genncsee river in New 
York, where they must unavoidably be de- 
tained for transportation ; not reaching the 
Canadian shore, at last, till the 11th October, 
six weeks after he IcH; Plattsburg, and then 
instead of planting his standard cast of 
Drummond, taking station west, and when 
united with Brown disappointing the unani- 
mous and constant wish for an immediate 
attack of an enemy, who, although entrencJiedf 
was not more than /toZ/' Izzard's number, and 
much dispirited.'' 

Ingorsol winds up his observations on 
Izzard's backwardness by remarking that 
" If General Izzard had by many battles es- 
tablished his character, such conduct would 
have been less objectionable. But as an 
officer untried, known only by a few, he was 
unable to make head against tlie military 
and popular current then irresistibly strong 
for action." 

These two extracts ^1 fully exonerate us 
firomthechargeofhastycondemnation,coming 
especially as one does from a writer (Ingersol) 
whoneverhesitates to distort facts, if by doing 
80 a brighter light can be thrown upon the 
page of his country's history. In support of 
this allegation we may adduce the fact that 
Ingersol doubles the number of men under 
General Murray's command, and, not satis- 
fied oven with that, the Marquis of Tweoddale, 
then at Kingston suffering from the effects 
of his wounds, is placed at their head as a sort 
of foil to the praises lavislied on "Daniel 
Bissel," an American soldier raised from the 
ranks, and the commander of the American 
brigade opposed to the noble marquis. In- 



gersol's misrepresentations do not however 
end here, in the events which immediately 
followed the American retreat an equal want 
of candour is exhibited. 



The buccaneering expedition of General 
MacArthur is treated by him as an expedi- 
tion having for its object the destruction of 
depots of provisions and forage, and the 
cowardly miscreant's precipitate retreat before 
a small body dispatched to stop his predatory 
career is thus disposed of "apart of the 103d 
Regiment of the 19th Light Dragoon, and 
some Indian vrarriors, were despatched to 
repel and chastise MacArthur, but did not 
come in contact with him." 

The real facts of the case were that on the 
20th September a band of lawless brigands 
crossed over from Detroit and ravaged a 
whole settlement, destroying twenty-seven 
homesteads, and reducing the unfortunate 
inhabitants to tlie utmost misery and want. 
The booty carried off by these miscreants 
was so considerable that General McArthur 
was tempted under the pretext of a military 
expedition, to undertake precisely the same 
sort of thing. This he did, using the pre- 
caution however to take none but seven hun- 
dred and twenty Kentucky mounted riflemen 
with him. 

Mr. Ingersol states that "they routed 
more than five hundred militia," and ca])- 
tured upwards of one hundred. From what 
source Ingorsol could have learned this last 
fact puzzles us. No militia were at that 
time embodied in that section of the country, 
the arms had been all sent in, and so far 
from mustering five hundrotl strong, some 
difficulty would have been experienced in 
collecting fifty. Again, as to prisoners, of 
what did they consist ? for answer we refer 
to Mr. James, "The one hundred and fifty 
prisoners consisted of peaceable inhabitants, 
both old and young, and drunken Indians 
and their squaws. The instant it was ascer- 
tained that a detachment of the 103rd reiri- 
ment, numbering less than half McArthur's 
force, had moved from Burlington heights, 
the General and his gang dlspersd and so 
rapid was their flight, that the British regu- 
lars did not get within eight miles of them." 

The destruction of the mills was a most 
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wanton outrage on private property, and the 
misery entailed for the whole winter was cx- 
ceasiye. The pretext too that, by the act, 
the troops were inconvenienced was altoge- 
ther unfounded, inasmuch as the American 
Commander knew full well tliat the supplies 
for the troops were principally drawn from 
below, and that the destruction of the mills 
would be but a trifling inconvenience to the 
troops whilst it could not but result in the 
most ruinous consequences to the unoffending 
and peaceable inhabitants. Wo shall how- 
ever see how American writers regard simi- 
lar transactions on the Chesapeake. 

We have pretty nearly disposed of tlie 
., r. ^ military events along 

Pamamaquoddyhayiind -^ 101 < 

tbe events in that quar- the Niagara, for 1814 ; 

we have seen General 
Izzard and his army cross the Niagara, and 
retreat to winter quarters, two thousand 
men of his army having been dispatched to 
Sackctt's harbour, and we have abjo seen 
General Drummond, after the expulsion of 
every American from British soil, retire 
quietly into winter quarters, the greater 
portion of the troops having been sent to 
Kingston, so completely had a sense of 
security been restored. We will pass then 
from nearly the extremity of British territory 
on the west, to nearly the extreme east, and 
take up the proceedings of Lieut. Colonel 
Pilkington and Sir Thomas Hardy. 

The movements of these officers, and the 
troops under their command, will be found 
fully detailed in the official reports which 
wo give at length : — 

From Lieutenant-colonel Pilkington to Lieu- 
tetiarU-general Sir John C, Sherbrooke, 

Moose Island, Passamaquoddy Bay, 
Sir, July 12, 1814. 

Having sailed from Halifax on the 5th 
instant, accompanied by lieutenant-colonel 
Ni colls, of the royal engineers, and a de- 
tachment of the royal artillery, under the 
command of captain Dunn, I have the hon- 
our to acquaint your excellency, that we ar- 
rived at Shelburne, the place of rendezvous, 
on the evening of the 7th instant, where I 
found captain Sir Thomas Hardy, in his ma- 
jesty's ship Ramillies, with two transports, 
having on board the 102d regiment, under 



the command of lieutenant-colonel llerries, 
which had arrived the day before. I did 
not fail to lay before Sir Thomas Hardy my 
instructions, and to consult as to the best 
means of carrying them into execution. 

As we concurred in opinion that the suc- 
cess of the enterprise, with which we were 
entrusted, would very materially depend 
upon our reaching the point of attack previ- 
ous to the enemy being apprised of our in- 
tentions, that officer, with his accustomed 
alacrity and decision, directed the ships of 
war and transports to get under weigh early 
on the following morning ; and we yester- 
day, about 3 o'clock P.M., anchored near to 
the town of Eastport. 

On our approach to this Island, lieutenant 
Oats (your excellency's aide de camp, whom 
you had permitted to accompany me on this 
8er\'icc) was despatched in a boat, bearing a 
flag of truce, with a summons, (copy of 
which is transmitted,) addressed to the officer 
commanding, requiring that Moose Island 
should be surrendered to his Britannic ma- 
jesty. This proposal was not accepted ; in 
consequence of which, the troops, which 
were already in the boats, pulled off under 
the superintendance of captain Senhouse, of 
the royal navy, whose arrangements were bo 
judicious, as to ensure a successful issue. 
But, previous to reaching the shore, the co- 
lors of the enemy on Fort-Sullivan were 
hauled down : and on our landing, the capi- 
tulation was agreed to, of which the copy is 
enclosed. 

We found in the fort a detachment of the 
40th regiment of American infrantry, con- 
sisting of six officers and a])Out 80 men, un- 
der the command of Mi\jor Putnam, who 
surrendered themselves prisoners of war. 

This fort is situated on an eminence com- 
manding the entrance to the anchorage, and 
within it is a block-house, and also four long 
18-pounder8, one 18-pound carronade, and 
fbur field-pieces. The extent of the island is 
about four miles in length and two in breadth 
and in a great state of cultivation. The 
militia amount to about 250, and the popu- 
lation is calculated at IGOO. 

We have also occupied Allen's and Frede- 
rick Island, so that the whole of the islandfl 
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in this bay are now subject to the British 
flag. 

It is very satisfactory to me to add, that 
this service has been effected, without any 
loss or casualty among the troops employed 
nit. 

To captain Sir Thomas Hardy, I consider 
myself under the greatest obligations ; hav- 
ing experienced every possible co-operation, 
with an offer to disembark, from his squad- 
ron, any proportion of seamen or marines 
which I considered necessary. 

I beg to acknowledge my thanks to you in 
allowing your aide de camp, Lieutenant Oats, 
to accompany mo on this service. lie has 
been of great assistance to me, and will have 
the honor of delivering this despatch. He 
has also in his possession the colours and 
standard found in Port-Sullivan. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 

A. PiLKiNGTON, lieut.-col. 
Deputy-adj utant-general. 
Liout.-gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, K. B. 

From captain Hardy ^ R, N,. and lieutenant- 
colonel rdkington,i<t the American commander 
at Moose Island, 
On board of his majesty's ship Ramillies, 
off Moose Island, July 11, 1814. 
Sir, 

As we are perfectly apprised of the weak- 
ness of the fort and garrison under your 
command, and your inability to defend 
Moose Inland against the ships and troops of 
his Britannic majesty placed under our di- 
rections, we are induced, from the humane 
consideration of avoiding the effusion of 
blood, and from a regard to you and the in- 
habitants of the island, to prevent, if in our 
power, the distress and calamities which 
will befall them in case of resistance. We, 
therefore, allow you five minutes, from the 
time this summons is delivered, to decide 
upon an answer. * 



* From Major Putnam to Captain Hardy and 
Lieutenant- Colonel Pilkington, 

Fort SulUvan, July 11, 1814. 
Gentlemen. — Conformably to your demnnd, 
I have surrendered Fort Sullivan with all the 
public property, f 



f Jxefum of fmhiatiff nnft ftmrs found in Ifrrl !^db'ran. 
fijrrmikrf'i to hu Majrgt-i/tftr'yeXj untltr Vte command of 
Lfndcnitnf-Otlonfl PiVrinfjtftn, 
Iron ipins — Four IS-poundors, with standing carrL-igpff, 



In the event of you not agreeing to capi- 
tulate on liberal terms, we shall deeply la- 
ment being compelled to resort to those 
coercive measures, which may cause des- 
truction to the town of Eastpori, but which 
will ultimately assure us possession of the 
island. 

T. M HARnY, captain of H.M.S. Ramillies. 

A. Pilkington, lieut.-col. commanding. 
To the officers commanding the United 
States' troops on Moose Island. 

Articles of CapitulaHbn, 
" Article I. The officers and troops of tho 
United States, at present on Moose island, 
are to surrender themselves prisoners of war, 
and are to deliver up the forts, buildings, 
arms, ammunition, stores, and effects, with 
exact inventories thereof, belonging to the 
American government ; and they are there- 
by transferred to his Britannic majesty, in 
the same manner and possession, as has been 
held heretofore by the American govern- 
ment. 

Art. II. The garrison of the island shall 
be prisoners of war, until regularly ex- 
changed ; they will march out of the fort 
with the honors of war, and pile their arms 
at such place as will be appointed for that 
purpose; the officers will be permitted to 

proceed to the United States on their parole." 
♦ * * * * 

Ingersol is very indignant with the people 

of Massachusetts for what he terms their 

tame surrender of their freedom. 



This I have done to stop the effusion of blood 
and in consideration of your superior forces. 

I ara. Gentlemen, &c., 
P. rUTiNLVN, Major commandmg. 
P.S. — I hope, gentlemen, every respect will 
be paid to the defoncelcjis inhabitants of this 
island, and the private property of the officers. 



Bide arms : two uni«crTi(^'ablo 0-pounderR, two l2-pQiinil«r 
carronad(« without carridffpH. 

lhA«ii jfnnn — Two isenii'eable and twonnacrriroaMe light 
C-pounders, with traTelling carriapi'S, ride amt8, Ac. 

Forty-two paper cartridjjoa, fill«}d with rix pountlft of 

Kwder, five flannel do.;, do.: 3176 unm:r\ icciUti muaket- 
U cai^iidf^on. 

Four hundred and flfty-two loo«? round 18-prtunder8hot: 
55 18-pounder frrape shot : !^9 loose round 0-pounder : 9^ 
C-poondcr raao nhot. 

Six barrels of homed powder, containinf; 1(X> pounds 
each : 100 muRketR. with >«avoneti», belts, fllingR, and oom- 
j)lete Rwords, with l»«*lt«, wabbards, kc. 
Seventy -two Incomplete tentR, one United Statics' enrij^n. 
W. Dux.N, captain royal artillery conipanj. 
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"We do not wonder much at this, when we 
remember that, on captain Hardy issuing 
his proclamation, callinp; on the people either 
to take the oath of allegiance, or their depar- 
ture, three-fourths of the inhabitants did the 
former willingly. 

" Without a blow struck," writes Ingersol, 
" part of Massachusetts passed under the 
British yoke, and so remained without the 
least resistance, till restored at the peace. 
It was the only part of the United States 
under undisputed British dominion. Two 
frontier fortresses Michilimacinac and 
Niagara, wore surprised, captured, and 
forcibly held by the enemy during the war : 
and parts of Maryland and Virginia were 
oyerrun ; but Massachusetts was the only 
State that acquiesced in such subjugation.'' 

In writing his history, the narration of 
the events that occurred in this quarter must 
have been sadly trying to Mr. Ingersol. 
Having nothing to complain of on the part 
of the British, his only mode of accounting 
for the success of his Majesty's arms is by 
maligning the character of his own country- 
men, and if his statements are worthy of 
credence wo gather from them some curious 
facts as to the integrity of the great Republic 
in the year 1814. 

" The Government of Massachusetts made 
no effort to prevent, if it did iiot connive at, 
and rejoice at its subjugation." 

The same jealousy of Southern extension 
and opposition to the war paralyzed resist- 
ance to English invasion of Massachusetts, 
and part of the North East was almost 
peaceably and permanently reduced to 
English dominion, just before the South- 
west defeated a much more fonnidable 
invasion there. It would tjike us, however, 
too long to follow Ingersol through all his 
lamoutation over the falling away of the 
children of Massachusetts, we will, there- 
fore, pass on to the second expedition which, 
under Sir John Sherbrooke, was directed 
against that part of Maine, lying to the east- 
ward of the Penobscot river, — and which 
resulted in the temporary occupation of 
Castine, Belfast, and Machias, with the 
destruction of a large amount of shipping, 
including the United States frigate Adams, 



of twenty-six guns, (eighteen i>ounds.) Tlie 
proceedings will, however, be found at 
length in ihe official accounts which fol- 
low : — 

From Lieutenant-General Sir J. C, Shci'- 
brookc to Earl Batliurat. 
Castine at the entrance of the Penobscot, 
Sept. 18, 1814. 

My Lord, — I have now the honour to in- 
form your lordship, that aftor closing my de- 
spatch of the 2f>th ult., in which I mentioned 
my intention of proceeding to the Penobscot, 
Uear-a^Lniral Griffiths and myself lost no 
time in stiiling from Halifax, with such a 
naval force as ho deemed necessary, and the 
troops as per margin (viz., 1st company of 
royal artillery, two rifle companies of the 7th 
battalion GOth regiment, 29th, C2nd, and 98th 
regiments), to accomplish the object we had 
in view. 

Very early in the morning of the oOth, we 
fell in with the Rifleman sloop of war, when 
Captain Pearae informed us that the United 
States* frigate, the Adams, had got into the Pe- 
nobscot, but from the apprehension of })cing 
attacked by our cruisers, if she remained at 
the entrance of the river, she had run up as 
high as Hampden, where she had lan<led her 
guns, and mounted them on shore for her 
protection. 

On leaving Halifax, it was my original in- 
tention to have taken possession of IMachias, 
on our way hither, but on receiving this in- 
telligence, the admiral and myself were (»f 
opinion that no time should be lost in pro- 
ceeding to our destination, and we arrived 
here very early on tlie morning of the 1st 
instant. 

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon 
a peninsula of the eastern side of the Penob- 
scot, near the entrance of that river, waa 
summoned a little after sun-rise, but the 
American officer refused to surrender it, and 
immediately opened a fire from four 24- 
pounders upon a small schooner that had 
been sent with Lieutenant Colonel Nichols 
(commanding royal engineers) to reconnoitre 
the work. 

Arrangements were immediately made for 
disembarking the troops, but before a land- 
ing could be efiected, the enemy blew up the 
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magazine, and escaped up the Majetaquadous 
rivor, carrying off in tlie boats with them two 
field-pieces. 

As we had no moans of ascertaining what 
force the Americans had on this peninsula, 
I landed a detachment of the royal artillery', 
with two rifle companies of the GOth and 98th 
regiments, under Col. Douglas, in the rear of 
it, with orders to secure the isthmus, and to 
take possession of the heights which command 
tlie tr>wn ; but I soon learned there were no 
regulars at Castine, except the party which 
had blown up the magazine and escaped, and 
that the militia, which were assembled there, 
had dispersed immediately upon our landing. 

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next 
turned our attention to obtaining possession 
of the Adams, or, if tliat could not ]>e done, 
destn lying her. The arrangement for this 
•orvice having been made, the Rear-admiral 
entrusted the execution of it to Captain Bar- 
rie, royal navy, and as the co-operation of a 
land force was necessary, I directed Lieut.- 
Colonel John, with a detachment of artillery, 
the flank companies of the 20th, G2d, and 
OSth regiments, and one rifle company of tlie 
60th, to accomi)any and co-operate with 
Captain Barrie on this occasion ; but as 
IIami>den is 27 miles alx)ve Castine. it ap- 
peared to me a necessary measure of precau- 
tion first to occupy a post on the western 
bank, which might afford support, if neces- 
sary, to the force going up the river, and at 
the same time prevent the armed population, 
•which is very numenjus to the southward and 
to tlie westwanl, fn>m annoying the British 
in their operations against the Adams. 

Upon inquiry, I found that Belfast, which 
is upon the high road leading from Hampden 
to Jioston, and which perfectly commands the 
bridge, was likely to answer l>oth these pur- 
poj^cs, and I consofpiently directed Major 
OoMcral GoHselin to occupy that place with 
the 29th regiment, and maintain it till further 
orders. 

As soon as this was accomplished, and the 
tide served, Rear- Admiral Griffitli directed 
Cnptain Barrie to proceed to his destination, 
and the remainder of the troops were landed 
that evening at Castine. 



Understanding that a Btrong party of the 
militia from the neighbouring township had 
asseinbled at about four miles from Castina, 
on the road leading to Bluehill, I sent oat a 
strong patrole on the morning of the 2d, be- 
fore day-break ; on arriving at the place, I 
was informed that the militia of the ooanty 
was assembled there on the alarm gana being 
fired at the fort at Castine, upon our ftrat w^ 
pearance ; but that the main body had ainoa 
dispersed, and gone to their respective homea. 
Some stragglers were, however, left, who 
fired upon our advanced guard, and then took' ^ 
to the woods ; a few of them were made pn- ' 
soners. No intelligenc-e having reached n 
from Captain Barrie, on Saturday nighty 
marched with about 700 men and tiro li^ 
field pieces, upon Buckstown, at 3 o'cloekyC 
Sunday morning, the 4th instant, for tl 
purpose of learning what progress he he 
made, and of affording him assistance, if r 
quired. This place is about 18 miles higher r 
the Penobscot than Castine, and on theeas 
ern bank of the river. Rear-admiral GrifBl 
accompanied me on this occasion, and as v 
had reason to believe that the light gns 
which had been taken from Castine wet 
secreted in the neighbourhood of Buckstowi 
we threatened to destroy the town unlet 
they were given up, and the two braaa ' I 
pounders on travelling-carriages were j 

con^<e(luence brought to us in the course i 

the day, and are now in our possession. 

At Buckstown, we received very saUsfi 
tory accounts of the success which had c 
tended the force employed up the river. V 
learned that Captain Barrie had proceedi 
from Ilampdon up to Bangor ; and the a 
miral sent an officer in a boat from Buck 
town to communicate with him ; when, fin 
ing there was no necessity' for the troops i 
maining longer at Buckstown, thej march 
back to Castine the next day. 

Having ascertained that the object of i 
expedition up the Penobscot had 1)een t 
tained, it was no longer necessary for me 
occupy Belfast. I, therefore, on the eveni] 
of the Gth, directed M:yor-General Gossel 
to embark tlio troops, and to join me here. 

Machias being the only place now remain- 
ing where the enemy had a post between 
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the PeDobncot and PosaomaqmiUdj bay, I 
ordered Lleuteoiuit Culoncl I'ilkingti 
proc««d wilh a detachmont of rojal ortillory 
•nd the S9th regiment to occupy i 
uvol uiBUtaDce was required, Itear-admiral 
Qriffitb directed Captain Parker, of the Tc- 
nedoi, to cooperate with Lieutctutntroaluncl 
tillcington upon this occnaiun. 

On the morning of the 0th, Cnptoin Bar- 

rie, with Lieutenant-colonel JuhD, and the 

faoopa which had been employed with hii 

[k^P the Penobscot, returned 'to Ciuitine. i 

HiaMma the enemy blew up the Ailamn, on lit 

|^<aboiig position at Hampden being attacked : 

^Lbutallhis artillery, two Btandu of colours, 

V* and a standard, with BOTcntl merchant ves- 

^ Mia, fell intd uur bands. This, 1 am happy 

to say, was aocomplished with very little 

I«sa on our part ; and your lordship 

perceive, by the return sent herewith, that 

the only oSi:cr wuundcd in this affair is 

Captain Gall, uf the 2'Jlh grenadiers. 

Herewith I liave the honor to transmit a 
copy uf the rcpirt made to mo by Lieut.-cul. 
John on this oci^osion, in which your lurd- 
■bip will bo pleased to observe that the Lieu- 
tenant-colonel spoaka very highly of the gal- 
lantry and good conduct displayed by the 
troops upon this expedition, under very trying 
oiruunistnnees. And I beg to call yuur lurd- 
■ihip's attention to the names of thoee offiuers 
upon whom LicutCQunt-cobinel John parti 
Wly 1ie»tiiw« praise. The enterprise i 
intrepidity mnnifcstod by Lieutenantrcoloncl 
John, and the discipline and gallantry dis- 
played by the troops under him, rcllei;t groat 
honour upon tliom, and demand my 
ost ai-k now Icdgem cuts ; and I have 
qucMt your lurdship will take a favorable op- 
portunity of bringing the meritorious anL 
BuccosHful services, performed by the troop! 
am ployed un this occiision, under the view ol 
bis Ituyal Uigbneass the Prince Ito^^nt. 

As Rear-admiral Oriffith will, no doubt. 
make n debiilod report or Iho naval opera- 
tions on this occasion, I forbear touching 
apon this subject, further than Ui aulicityour 
lordship's attention \fi that part of Colonel 
John's report, in whii^h ho " attributes th 
kuecoss of this enterprise to the masterly ar- 
rangements of Captain Barrie, royal 
who conducted it." 



I have much pleasure in reporting to your 
lordship, that the most perfect unanimity and 
good understanding hns prevailed between 
the naval and military bronchos of Ihe ser- 
vice, during the whole progress of this c»- 

1 feel it my duty to express, in the atroDg> 
est terms, the great obligations I am under 
to licar-admiral Griffith, for his judicious 
advice and ready co-oiicration on every oi>- 
casiun. And my thanks arc likewise due to 
all the captains of the ships employed, for 
the assistance they have so willingly afforded 
the troops, and from which the happiest ro> 
suits have been experienced. 

I have reason to be well satisfied with tbo 
gallantry and good conduct of the troops, and 
have to offer my thanks to Majur-gcncral 
Gossclin, Colonel Douglas, and the conimon- 
ding officers of ooqis, for the alacrity siiuwn 
by them, and strict discipline which hu 
been maintained. 

To the heads of departments, and (o the 
officers of the general and of my personal 
itnff, I am much indebted for the icalous 
nanner in which they have discharged their 
respective duties. 

JIajor Addison, my military seerctary, will 
have the honor of delivering this despatch. ' 
lie has been with mo during the whule of 
these operations, and is well enabled to afford 
your lordahip any information you may ro- 
ciuire. 

I have entrusted the colours and standard 
taken from the enemy to AI;yer Addison, who 
fill receive your lordship's commands re- 
ipocting the further disposal uf them ; and I 
take the liberty of recommending him, as a 
deserving officer, to your lordship's proteo- 
in. — I have, 4c., 

J. C, Shekdruoke. 
N.B. — The returns of killed, wuundcd, . 
and missing, and of artillery, and ofurdnancA 
stores taken, are inclused. 

fVoin LieuttnaiU'CalantlJuhn to LUuUnaiU 
General Sir J. C. SAerbrooke. 

Ban'oor, on the Penobscot river, 
Sept. 3, 1814. 
Sia, — In compliance with your Excel- 
lency's orders of the lat instant, I sailed 
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froiB Caatine irith tlio dctaL'hment uf royal 
artillorj, tlia Sink compauics of the 29th, 
'C2di1, naJ Ol^th rcg)niCD(t>, and one rifle 
camjianj of tho Tth battaliun GO^h reglmeDt, 
wliicli mmiposeil the furco jour Eicellecpy 
(I'll] me the hunour to phice under mj oom- 
mauJ, for tlie puqMso of c(M)perating with 
Captain BiirrJe, of ttio Rojal Navj in an 
espeilitiun up this rivor,' 

On the morning of the 2d, having proceeded 
ahnvc tlie town of Frankiiirt, we digcoverod 
some of the cncmj on their march towards 
Uampden.by the eastern shore, whiuhinduced 
me to order Rrevot-ninjur CroBdailo, with a 
detaeliment of the D8th, and some riflemen 
of the 00th regiment, under Lioulunant 
Wallnee, to land and intercept them, whicli 
was oceoniplished ; and that detachment of 
the enemj (as I hare sinee learned) n-crc 
prevented from joining tho main body 
aapemhlpd atllampdoQ. On thii 
enemy had one man killed, and eome 
ivonnded. Major Crosdnilo re-embarked 
without nnj 1ob8. We arrived off Raid 
Head cove, threemileu distant from ITampden, 



nliout live o'clock that evening;, when Capt. 
Barrio ngrced wilb me in determining 
land tho troops immediately. Having die- 
covered that the enemy's piquets 
ndvantageouHlj posted on the north side of 
the cove, I directed Brevet-mi^or Riddle, 
irith the grenadiers of the G2nd, and Captain 
Ward, n-ith the rifle company of theCOth, to 
dislodge them, and takeup that ground, whieii 
duty was jiorformed under Major Riddlo'i^ 
directions, in a most complete and satiHfoc- 
tory manner, by abmt seven o'clock ; and 
liefore ten at night, the whole of the troopEi, 
including 80 marines under Captain Carter, 
(whom Captain Barrie had done me the 
honour to attach to my command,) 
landed and bivouacked for the night, during 
which it rained incessantly. Wo got undei 
arvaH at five o'clock this morning, the rifle- 
company forming the advance under Cnptnin 
Ward ; Brevet-major Keith, with the light 
company oftheC2nd, bringing up the 
and the detachment of marineB, under 
Captain Carter, moving upon my tinnit 
while Captain Barrio, with the ships and 
gun-bontB un<ior his ci)mmftnd, adv; 
the same time up tho river, on my right. 



'aids Hampden. In addition to the de- 
tachment of royal artillery under Lieutenant 
Garston, Cajitain Barrie had landed one 
G-ponndor, a 51-inch howiticr, and a rocket 
apparatu?, with a detaclmient of sailon 
idcr Lieuteuont Symonds, Botcly, and 
Slade, and Itlr. Sparling, master of hi* 
Majesty's ship Bulwark. 

Tho fog was so thick, it wns impossililc tl> 
form a correct idea of tho features of the 
country, or to reconnoitre the enemy, whose 
number were rejiorled to lie 1,400, under 
tho cfimmaud of Brigadier-general Bloke. 
Between seven and eight o'clock, our skir- 
mishers iu advanco ware so sliarply engaged 
with the onciiiy. ns to induce mc to aend 
forward one-half of tho light company of the 
20th regiment, under Captain Cooker, ta 
their BuppEirt. The column had not ad- 
vanced much further, before I discovered 
the cuoniy drami out in line, occupying a 
very strong and advantageous pusition in 
front of the town of Hampden, his left flanked 
ly a high hill comuinndlng the rooil and 
iver, on which were mounted several heavj 
pieces of cannon; his right extending consi- 
derably beyond our loft, resting upon ft 
strong point d'apptii, with an IS-pounder 
light Seld-pieces in advance of hie 
centre, so pointed ns completely to rako th« 
roa<1, and a narrow bridge nt the finit of ■ 
hill, by which we wore obi ig(>d to nil vane* 
upon his position. As eoonnshepcrceivcilirar 
column appn)aching,ho opened a very heaTJ 
andcontuiuralfireor grape andmuskctry upon 
I, however, soon crossed the bridge, da- 
ployed, and charged up the hill to (ret poe- 
session of his guns, one of which we found 
hod already fallen into tho hands of Captain 
Ward's riflemen in advance. The euemye 
fire now iHJgan to slacken, luid we pu^thod 
on rapidly, and succeeded in driving liim at 
all points from Ids position; white Ciiptitin 
Coaker, with the light company of tlic 29th, 
hod gained jioEsessiun of the hill on the left, 
from whence it was discovered that the 
Adams frigiite was on fire, and that the 
enemy had deserted the battery which 
defended her. 



Wo V 






pos-c 



the enemy's position above, and Captain 
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Barric with the gun-boat» had socuriMl tliatJDSth; OaptaiiiH (jell and Coakor, of the 20th; 
below the hill. Upon thi« occasion 20 i)icfe;4 1 and Captain Wanl, of the 7th battalion 00th 
of cannon fell into our handH, of the naval n^^riuient. The royal artillery was directed 



and military force, the return of which I 
eneloeie ; * after which Ca]>tain Barrie and 
myself detennined on pursuing the eufiny 



in the most judicious manner hv Liculeuant 
(taiHton, fnmi whom I derived the ablest 
su[)p:)i't. I cannot speak t-oo hi«;hly of 



towards Bangor, which place we rcacheil Captain Carter and the officers and marines 
without opposition ; and hero two bi:Hs under hU ilirections. He movctl them in tlie 
3-poundcrs, and three stands of colours, fvll al^io^t manner to the annoyance of th.e 



into our possession. Brigadier-general ]>I-.ikc 
also in this town, surrendered himself pri- 
soner; and, with otiier pris«»ners to the 
amonnt of 121, were admitted to their 
paroles. Eighty prisoners taken at I lampdon 
ore in our custody. Tiic loss sustained by 
the enemy I have not had in my power 
correctly to ascertain ; re|M»rt fitatt»s it to be 
from 30 to 40 in killed, wounded, and 
missing. 

Our own loss, I am happy to a<M, is but 
small ; viz., 1 rank and iiio, killed ; 1 cap- 
tain, 7 rank and lilc, v.'oiaidcd; 1 r.ii.k and 
file, missing. Captain Goll, of the2i)ih, wa-* 
wounded v,'hen leading the column, which 
deprived me of his active and u.-fcful assist- 
ance ; but, I am haj^py to add, ho is 
recovering. 



enemy, and so as to meet my fullest ap- 
proval. 

Nothing c<>uld exceed the zeal and ptTse- 
vcranr'o (if Lieutenants Synionds, Botcly, 
and Slade, and Mr. Sparling, of the lloyal 
Navy, with the detiu'hmcnt of aeamen under 
their command. 

From Captain Barrio I have rciieived the 
ablest as'iistnnco and sup]>ort ; ami it is to 
his masterly arrangemeut of the i)lan that I 
O'cl indebted ft.)r its success. N<»tliing c(»uld 
be more cordial than the c«>-opcration of the 
naval and military forcc.< on this service in 
every instance. 

Captain Carnegie, of the Uoyal Nav\-, who 
most handsomely volunteered his services 
with this ex])cdition, was in action with the 



troops at Hampden ; and I feel most particu- 
I cannot close this despat<di without men- i.^j.|^. iiulebted to him for his exertions and 



tioning, in the highest terms, all tl;c troops 
placed under my command. They have 
merited my highest praise for their zoul and 
gallantry, which were conspicuous i:i tlie 
extreme. I feel most particularly indebted 
to Brevet-major Riddall, of the C2nd regi- 
ment, second in command ; to Brevet-ni«j<)r 
Keith, of the same regiment ; Brevet-major 
Crosdailc and Captain M'Pherson, of the 



♦ lieturn of Ordnance and Stores ialrn, 

Castine, Sept. 10, 18H. 

Guns — \ iron 24-poimderi«, 27 iron (:hip) 
18-poundcrs, 4 12-pounders, 4bniJ«s:}-pouiulers. 

Carriage* — 4 traversing 24 -pounders, 8 stand- 
ing 18-pounders, 2 travelling 12-poun<lers witli 
Umben, 4 tni veiling 3-poundcrs with limbers. 

Spong(»—% 24-pounders, 20 18-poundcra, 2 
12-pouuders, 4 S-pounders. 

Ladlfn — ^2 24-poundcrsi, 3 12-pouiidcrs, 1 
8-pounder. 

Wadhook9 — 2 24-poundcr, 3 12-poimdcrs, 1 
gi^oundcr. 

Shot — 230 round 24-poundcrs, 500 round 



the a!isistiince be aJl'»rdcd me on this occa- 
sion. I am also greatly indebted to Lieut. 
l>u Chatelot, «)f the 7ih battalion, OUth regi- 
ment, wh«) autcil as major of brigade to the 
troops, in which capacity he rendered me 
vcr}- essential service. 

I have the honour, itc, 

IIENKY JOHN, Lt. Ccl. 



Ift-pounders. 1 aminunition-wjigp;oD, 1 amnm- 
nition-cart, 12 common hanil spikes, 40 barrels 
of powder. 

Wads — 20 24-poundcrs, 70 18-pounders. 

N.B. The Magazine in fort Cuiftinc was blown 
up by the enemy. 

The vessel on board of which the powiler was, 
ran on shore, and the whole destroyed. 

Eleven of the 18-pounders were destroyed by 
order cf Lieutenant-Colonel John, not having 
time to bring them off. 

GEORGE CRAWFORD, Major, 
Commanding Royal Artillery. 
Lieut. Gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooko. 
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From Lteute/StiU-colond PUkingion to Lieuten- 
aiU-general sir J. C, Sherbrookc. 

Machias, Sept. 14, 1814. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to acquaint jour excel- 
lency, that I sailed from Penobscot bay, 
with the brigade you were pleased to place 
under my command, consisting of a detach- 
ment of royal artillery, with a howitzer, the 
battalion companies of the 20th regiment, 
and a party of the 7th battalion of the 60th 
foot, on the morning of thr 9th instant; and 
arrived at Buck's harbor, about 10 miles 
from this place, on the following evening. 

As the enemy fired several alarm guns on 
our approaching the shore, it was evident 
he was apprehensive of an attack : I there- 
fore deemed it expedient to disembark the 
troops with as little delay as possible ; and 
oaptain Hyde Parker, commanding the naval 
force, appointed captain Stiiufell to superin- 
tend this duty, and it was executed by that 
officer with the utmost promptitude and 
decision. 

Upon reaching the shore, I ascertained 
Chat there was only a pathway through the 
woods by which we could advance and take 
Port O'Brien and the battery in reverse; 
and as the guns of these works commanded 
tJie passage of the river, upon which the 
town is situated, I decided upon possessing 
ourselves of them, if practiouble, during the 
night. 

We moved fv^rward at ten o'clock P.M. and, 
after a most tedious and harrassing march, 
only arrived near to the fort at break of 
day, although the distance does not exceed 
five miles. 

The advancing guard, which consisted of 
iwo companies of the 29th regiment, and a 
detachment of riflemen of the GOth regiment, 
under Major Tod, of the former crops, im- 
«nediately drove in the enemy's piquets, 
and upon pursuing him closely, found the 
fort had been evacuated, leaving their col- 
ours, about five minutes before we entered. 
Within it, and the battery, there are two 24- 
pounders, three 18-pounders, several dis- 
mounted guns, and a block-house. The 
party which escaped amounted to about 70 
men of the 40th rei;ixnent of American infan- 



try, and 30 of the embodied militia; the 
retreat was so rapid that I was not enabled 
to take any prisoners. I understand there 
were & few wounded, but they secreted them- 
selves in the wood. 

Having secured the fort, we lost no time 
in advancing upon Machias, which was tak- 
en without any resistance ; and also two 
field-pieces. 

The boats of the squadron, under the com- 
mand of lieutenant Bouchier, of the royal 
navy, and the royal marines, under lieuten- 
ant Welchmen were detached to the eastern 
side of the river, and were of essential ser- 
vice in taking two field-pieces in thai 
quarter. 

Notwithstanding that the militia were nol 
assembled to any extent in the vicinity of 
the town, I was making the necessary ar- 
rangements to advance into the interior of 
the country, when I received a letter from 
brigadier-general Brewer, commanding the 
district, wherein he engages that the milita 
forces witliin the county of Washington shall 
not bear arms, or in any way serve against 
his Britannic majesty during the present 
war. A similar offer having been made by 
the civil officers and principal citizens of the 
county, a cessation of arms was agreed upon, 
and the county of Washington has passsed 
under the dominion of his Britanic majesty. 

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the 
importance of tliis accession of territory 
which has been wrested from the enemy; 
it embraces about 100 miles of sea-coast, and 
includes that intermediate tract of country 
which separates the province of New Brun»> 
wick from Lower Canada. 

We have taken 2G pieces of ordnance, (sep* 

viceable and unserviceable,) with a propoi^ 

ion of arms and ammunition, returns* of 



* lieiurn of Ordnance, Arms, Ammuniium^ 
d'c.f taken at Machias by the troops utuUr 
ih^ command of Lieutenant- Cwond jW 
k-ingion, 11th September, 1814. 

Ordnance,— Fort O'Brien,— 2 18-poundera 
mounted on garrison carriages, complete : 1 
18-poundcr corronado, mounted on garriscn 
carriage, complete; 1 sorvioeable dismoonted 
24-poundcr; 1 dismounted serviceable 1^ 
pounder |carronade. 
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which are enclosed ; and I have the pleasing 
iatisfaction to add, that this serrico has been 
effected without the loss of a man on our 
part. 

I cannot refrain from expressing, in the 
itrongest manner, the admirable steadiness 
and good conduct of the 20th regiment, under 
major Hodge. The advance, under major 
Tod, are also entitled to my warmest thanks. 

A detachment or 30 seamen from his ma- 
jesty's ship Bacchante, under Mr. Bruce, 
master's mate, were attached to the royal 
artillery, under the command of lieutenant 
Daniel, of that corps, for the purpose of drag- 
ging the howitzer, as no other means could 
l>e procured to bring it forward ; and to their 
unwearied exertions, and the judicious ar- 
rangement of lieutenant Daniel, I am in- 
debted for having a 5i inch howitzer conveyed 
through a country the most difficult of access 
I ever witnessed. 

To captain Parker, of his majesty's ship 
Tencdos, who commanded the squadron, I 
feel every obligation ; and I can assure you 
the most cordial understanding has subsisted 
between the two branches of the service. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
A. PILKINGTON, 
Lieut.-Col. Dep. Adj.-Gen. 
To Licut.-Gon. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, K.B. &c. 

From Rear-Admired Griffith to Vice-Admiral 

Cochrane, 

II.M.S. Endymion, off Castine, entrance 

of the Penobscot river, Sept. 0, 1814. 

Sir, — My letter of the 23rd of August 
from Halifax, by the Rover, will have made 
jou acquainted with my intention of accom- 
panying the expedition, then about to proceed 
under the command of his Excellency Sir 

#ohn Goape Sherbrooke, K.B., for this 
place. 



Point Battery — 2 24-pounder3, mounted on 
garrison carriages, complete. 

Fast Machias — 2 brass 4-poundcrs, mounted, 
and harness, complete. 

Maehiaa — 2 iron 4-pounders, on travelling 
iarriagcs, complete ; 5 24-poander8, 10 18- 
poanders, rendered partly unserviceable by the 
tnemy, and completely destroyed by us. 

Total— 26. 

Arm's — 164 muskets, 99 bayonets, 100 
pouohes. 41 belts, 2 drums. 



I have now the honour to inform you, 
that I put to sea on the 26th ultimo, with 
the ships and sloop named in the margin,* 
and ten sail of transports, having the troopt 
on board, and arrived off the Metinicua 
Islands on the morning of the 31st, where I 
wasjoined by thcBulwark, Tenedos, Rifleman, 
Peruvian, and Pictou. From Captain Pearse, 
of the Rifleman, I learned that the United 
States' frigate Adams had, a few days before, 
got into Penobscot: but not considering 
herself in safety there, had gone on to 
ETampden, a place 27 miles higher up tha 
river, where her guns had been landed, and 
the position was fortifying for her pro> 
teotion. 

Towards evening, the wind being fair and 
the weather favourable, the fleet made sail 
up the Penobscot Bay, Captain Parker in 
the Tenedos leading. We passed between 
the Metinicus and Green Islands about mid- 
night; and steering through the channel 
formed by the Fox's Island and Owl's head, 
ran up to the eastward of Long Island, and 
found ourselves at day-light in the morning 
in sight of the fort and town of Castino, 
As we approached, some show of resistance 
was made, and a few shots were fired ; bul 
the fort was soon after abandoned and blovni 
up. At about 8 A.M. the men of war and 
transports were anchored a little to tha 
northward of the peninsula of Castine, and 
the smaller vessels taking a station nearer 
in for covering the landing, the troops wera 
put on shore, and took possession of tha 
town and works without opposition. 

The general wishing to occupy a post al 
Belfast, on the western side of the bay, 
(through which the high road from Boston 
runs,) for the purpose of cutting off all con^- 
munication with that side of the country^ 



Ammunition — 20 barrels of serviceable gun- 
powder. 

75 paper cartridges filled for 18 and 24- 
pounders. 

2,938 musket-ball cartridges. 

8 barrels of grape and case-shot. 

553 round shot for 18 and 24-pounders. 

6 kegs of gunpowder, 251bs. each. 

28 paper cartridges filled for 4>pounders. 

J. DANIEL, Lieut Royal ArtiL 

^— ^i^ I ■ ■ M ^1 M— ^M^— ^^^— !■ » I ■-■■■■■»■ ^^—^Bifc^ 

* Dragon, Endymion, Bacchante, and Sjlph. 
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the Bacchante and Rifleman were dcthched 
with the troops destined for this service, and 
quiet possession was taken, and hold, of 
that town, as long as was thought neces- 
sary. 

Arrangements wore immediately made 
forattacking the frigate at Hampden, and the 
General having proffered every military 
assistance, COO picked men, under the ccm- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel John, of the COth 
regiment, were embarked the game after- 
noon, on ]>oard his Majesty's sloops Peruvian 
and Sylph, and a small transport. To this 
force were added the marines of the Dragon, 
and OS many armed boats from the squadron 
as was thonglit necessary for disembarking 
the trr)opa and covering tlieir landing, and 
the wliole placed under the command of 
Captain Barrie, of the Dragon; and the 
Lieutenant-Colonel made sail up the river at 
6 o'clock that evening. 

I have the honour to enclose captain 
Barriers account of his proceedings ; and, 
taking into consideration the enemy's force, 
and the formidable strength of his position, 
too much praise cannot be given him, and 
the ofliccrs and men under his command, for 
the judgment, decision, and gallantry, with 
which tliis little enterprise has been 
achieved. 

So soon as accounts were received from 
Captain Barrie, that the Adams was 
destrovcd, and the force assembled for her 
protection dispersed, the troops stationed at 
Belfast were embarked, and arrangements 
made for sending them to take possession of 
Machias, iho only place occupied by the 
enemy's troops, between this and Passama- 
quoddy bay. I directed Captain Parker, of 
his Majesty's ship Tenedos, to receive on 



board Lieutenant-Colonel Pilkington, deputy 
adjutant general, who is appointed to com- 
mand, and a small detachment of artillery 
and riflemen, and to take under his command 
the Bacchante, Rifleman, ondPictou schooner, 
and proceed to the attack of that place. He 
sailed on the 6th instant, and most likely, 
by this time, the troops are in possession of 
it. After destroying the defences, they are 
directed to return here. 

Tlie inhabitants of several townships east 
of this, have sent deputations here to tender 
their submission to the British authority : 
and such of them as could give reasonable 
security, that their arms would be used only 
for the protection of their persons and pro- 
perty, have been allowed to retain them. 
This indulgence was absolutely necessary, 
in order to secure the quiet and unoflTending 
against violence and outrage from their less 
peaceable neighbours, and for the mainten- 
ance of the peace and tranquillity of the 
country. All property on shore, bona jidt 
belonging to the inhabitants of the coimtry 
in our possession, has been respected. All 
public property, and all property afloat, have 
been confiscated. 

Sir John Sherbrooke, conceiving it to be 
of importance that the government should be 
informed witliout delay, of our successes 
hero, has requested that a vessel of war may 
take his despatches to England. 

I have, in compliance with his wishes, ap- 
propriated the Martin for that service, and 
Captain Senhouse will take a copy of this 
letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Edward Griffith. 
To A'ice-admiral the Hon. 
Sir Alex. Cochrane, K.B., &c. 



CHAPTER XXII 



OONTBNTfl. 

New England feeling towards Great Britain. — 
Capture of Waihington and destmotion of 
public buildings. — Preparations made by 
United States QoTornment. — General observ- 
ations on the expedition. — General Winder's 
despatch. 

Before giving Captain Barrio's letter and 

New England feaUng the articles of capitula- 
towards Great Britain, ^ion, which Capt. Par- 
ker found the inhabitants most ready to 
accede to, it will be well to adduce a few in- 
stances to prove how ready to break the 
connexion with the United States, were the 
very colonics which had set the example of 
rebellion in a former war, and by whose gal- 
lant and vigorous exertions the independence 
of a great country was secured. 

A Boston Journal, the Sentind, stated 
that ** Major Putnam, Captains Fillebrown 
and Varnum, arrived under parole from East- 
port, and speak highly of the good conduct 
of the British regiment there, so abused by 
the Virginians for-iheir repuUd misconduct 
cU Hampton. The soldiers behave remark- 
ably well there ; yet thb is the corps said to 
have committed such outrages at Hamp- 
ton." 

At Dorchester from Ingersors own testi- 
mony we learn that "when the 4th of July, 
1814, was celebrated at Dorchester, where 
Washington commanded in 1775, one of the 
sentiments drunk was ** our country united 
to Britain, and happy till the pestilence of de- 
mocracy poboned and blighted it." 

Again it was recommended by ihe Saiem 
23 



Oazette that all imposts, taxes, and proceed« 
of captures within the state, that might go 
into the national treasury, be retained ; that 
the prisoners of war then in the state should 
be exchanged for such of her own citizens as 
were in the hands of the enemy, and, finally, 
that peace should be made with Great 
Britain, so as to leave the burden orthe war 
on the more belligerent States, and by thess 
means to free Massachussets from the bur- 
dens which oppressed her. 

After citing these instances of loyalty, 
Ingersol has the inconsistency and assuranoe 
on the very next page to assert "that ihs 
hearts of the common people of New England 
remained American." 

This was not all, however, for Timothy 
Pickering, Member of Congress, on the 16th 
March, 1814, publicly recommended that no 
one should give his vote "to redeem the p»- 
per money, exchequers, bills, or other loans 
to continue this unnecessary and iniquitous 



it 



war. 

The remaining incidents connected with 
the attacks on the American coast will be 
found embodied in Captain Barrie's despatch 
and the articles of capitulation signed. 

After our expose of American feeling, 
we think it unnecessary to bring forvrard 
more testimony on two points. The first 
that, our assertion at the beginning of this 
history, as to the war being unpopular and 
forced on the country by the administratiOB 
was correct ; secondly, that the evidence as 
to the behaviour of the troops, taken from 
American sources, goes far to disprove the 
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accusations made against them as regarding 
their conduct at Havre de Grace and George- 
town. 

The despatch of Captain Barrio and the 
articles of capitulation are all that are ne- 
cessary to place the reader in full poasession 
of every fact of importance connected with 
Captain Parker's and Pilkin ton's expedi- 
tion. 

From Captain Barrie to Rear Admiral 

Griffith. 
H.M. sloop Sylph, off Bangor, in the 
Penobscot, Sept. 3, 1814. 

Sir, — Having received on board the ships 
named in the margin,* a detachment of 20 
men of the royal artillery, with one 5}-inch 
howitzer, commanded by Lieutenant Gar- 
8ten ; a party of 80 marines, commanded by 
Captain Carter, of the Dragon ; the flank 
companies of the 29th, 62d, and 98th regi- 
ments, under the command of Captains Gell 
and Caker; Majors Riddell, Keith, and 
Croasdaile, and Captain Macpherson; also, 
a rifle company of the 7th battalion of the 
60th regiment, commanded by Capt. Ward ; 
and the whole under the orders of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel John, of the 60th regiment ; I 
proceeded, agreeably to your order,* with the 
utmost despatch, up the Penobscot Light 
variable winds, a most intricate channel, of 
#hich wo were perfectly ignorant, and thick 
foggy weather, prevented my arriving off 
Frankfort before 2 p.m. of the 2d inst. Here 
Colonel John and myself thought it advisable 
to send a message to the inhabitants ; and 
having received their answer, we pushed on 
towards Hampden, where we received intel- 
ligence that the enemy had strongly fortified 
himself. On our way up, several troops were 
observed on the east side of the river, mak- 
ing for Brewer ; these were driven into the 
woods, without any loss on our side, by a 
party under the orders of Major Croasdaile, 
and the guns from the boats. The enemy 
had one killed and several wounded. 



on the south side of the Cove to reconnoitre 
the ground, and obtain intelligence. Having 
gained the hills, we discovered the enemy's 
piquets advantageously posted near the high- 
way leading to Hampden, on the north sfde 
of the cove. 

We immediately determined to land 150 
men, under Major Riddall, to drive in the 
piquets, and take up their ground. This ob- 
ject was obtained by 7 o'clock ; and notwith- 
standing every difficulty, the whole of the 
troops were landed on the north side of tjae 
cove by ten o'clock ; but it was found im- 
possible to land the artillery at the same 
place. The troops bivouacked on the ground 
taken possession of by Major Riddall. li 
rained incessantly during the night. At 
day-break this morning, the fog cleared away 
for about a quarter of an hour, which enabled 
me to reconnoitre the enemy by water ; and 
I found a landing-place for the artillery about 
two-thirds of a mile from Ball's-head. Off 
this place the troops halted till the artillery 
were mounted ; and by six the whole ad- 
vanced towards Hampden. 

The boats under the immediate command 
of Lieutenant Podler, the first of the Dragon, 
agreeably to a previous arrangement with 
Colonel John» advanced in line with the 
right flank of the army. The Peruvian, 
Sylph, Dragon's tender, and Harmony 
transport, were kept a little in arrear in re- 
serve. 



At 5 p.K. of the 2d inst, we arrived off 
BalPs-head Cove, distant three miles from 
Hampden. Colonel John and myself landed 



* H.M.S. Peruvian and Sylph, Dragon ten- 
der, and the Harmony transport 



Our information stated the enemy's force 
at 1400 men, and he had chosen a most ex- 
cellent position on* a high hill. About a 
quarter of a mile to the southward of the 
Adams' frigate, he had mounted eight 18- 
pounders. This fort was calculated to com- 
mand both the highway, by which our troops 
had to advance, and the river. On a wharf 
close to the Adams, he had mounted fifteen 
18-pounders, which completely commanded 
the river, which at this place, is not abore 
three cables' lengths vnde, and the land on 
each side is high and well wooded. 

A rocket-boat, under my immediate <&- 
rection, but manoeuvred by Mr. Ginton, gun- 
ner, and Mr. Small, midshipman, of the 
Dragon, was advanced about a quarter of a 
mile a-head of the line of boats. 
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So soon 03 tho boaU got within gun-shot, 
the enemj opened his firo upou tbctn from 
Oio hill nnd wharf, -which was warmly rc- 
tamed. Our rockets wera generally well- 
directed, and evidontally threw the enemy 
into confuBioD. Meantime, our troops itorm- 
cd the hill with the utmost gallantry. Befure 
the boats gst within good grape-shot <liHt&nc« 
of the whftrf-bftttcry, the enemy set fire to 
the Adiimi4, and he ran from his gung the 
r troops carried the hill. 



The ofBf or and n 
HOpurabla from oi 
modatioD, with i 



I joined the nrmj about ten minutes after 
this cvonC. Colonel John and myself im- 
mediately determined to leave a sufGciont 
force in possessioa of the hill, and t« pur- 
sue the enemy, who was then in sight on the 
Bangor rood, flying at full speed. The boats 
and ships pushed up the river, preserving 
their original position with tlie army. The 
enemy was too nimble fur ua, and moat of 
them escaped into the woods on our left. 

On approching Bangor, the inhabitants, 
who had opposed us at llnmpdcn. threw olT 
their inilllary character; and, as magis- 
tratos, aclcut men, •&(;■ made an uncouditiounl 
surrender of the town. Uore, the pursuit 
etnpped. About two hours afterwards, brlg- 
Kdior-geueral Blake came into the town to 
■deliver himself as a prisoner ; the general, 
and other prisoners, amounting to 191, we 
Admitted to their parole. 

Enclosed, I haTO the honor to forward yi 
lists of the vesscU wo have captured or c 
stroyed, and other necessary reports. I n 
happy to inform you, our loss consists only 
of one seaman, belonging to the Dr^on, 
killed; captain Qeli, of the 29th, and seven 
privates wounded ; one rank and file miss- 
ing. 

I cannot close my report, without oxpresH- 
ing my highest admiration of the very 
gallaut conduct of Colonel John, and the 
officers and soldiers under his command ; for, 
excluiiire of the battery before-mentioned, 
they liad difficulties to contend with on their 
lefl^ wbichdidnotfaU nnder my observation, 
as the enemy's field-pieces in that directioQ 
were masked. The utmost cordiality existed 
between the two services ; and I shall 
feel obliged to coloaelJohn for his ready co- 
operation in ereij thing that was proposed. 



Tbongh the enemy abandoned his batteries 
before thcships could be brought to act against 
them, yet I am not less obliged to captains 
Kippen and Dickens, of the Peruvian and 
Sjlph ; acting-lieutenant Pearson, who cont- 
mandcd the Dragon's tender ; lieutenant 
Woodin, of the Dragon ; and Mr. Barnetl, 
master of the Ilamiony; their seat and in* 
defatigable exertions in bringing up their 
vessels, through the most intricate navi^ 
I eminently conspieuuus. Colonol 
John speaks highly in priuse of Captain 
Carter, and the detachment of royal marines 
under hia orders ; and also of the seamen 
attachcil to the artillery, under the command 
of lieutenants Simmonds. Motley, L. State 
and Mr. Sparling, master of the Bulwark. 

I hare, on other oceassions of ferrice, 
found it a pleasing part of my duty to com- 
id the herviccs of lieutenant Pedlor, first 
of the Dragon ; in this instance, ho com 
manded the boat part of the expedition moat 
fully to my satisfaction ; ho was ably second- 
ed by by lieutenants Perceval, of the Ten©- 
dos, and Ormond, of the Endymion : and 
Mr. Ausol, master's mate of tho Dragon; 
this lost gentleman has passed hia cxnminik- 
tion nearly five years, and is an active ufGcer 
well worthy of your patronage ; but, in par- 
ticularising him, 1 do not moon to detract 
from the other petty-officers and seamen 
employed iu tho l>oats; for they all most 
zealously performed their duty, and are 
equally entitled to my warmest aoknowledgo- 
ments. I luu also rooatparticuloriyindebted 
la the active and Eeolous exertions of lieuteu- 
Carnegie, who was a volunteer on this 



I can form no estimate of the enemy's 
absolute loss. From dificrout stragglers I 
learn, that, exclusive of killed and missinf^ 
upwards of 30 lay wounded in the woods. 
I have the honor to be, £c. 

nOBERTBARRlB, 
Capt. ofH.M.S. Dragon. 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 
^Article I. The officers and troops of the 



HIBTORT OF THE WAR OF 1812. 



ITuitad States, at present on Mooae isliuid, 
ve to surrender themselTCii priaoner« of yrai, 
and are to dclicor up the forbi, buildings, 
arme, ammunitioD, stores, and effeetii, witb 
exact iuTentories tlicroflf, belonging to the 
American goyornment; aod they are thereby 
ttansferred to liis Britaoiiiu majesty, in the 
jame manner and pasBeseion, as has been 
held heretofore by the American government. 

Art. 11. The giuriaoii of the island shall 
be prisoners of jmr, ttntjl regularly 
ohanged ; they will march out of the fort 
nitb the honors of nar, and pile their i 
at such place as irill bo appointed fur thnt 
purpose ; the officers will be permitted 
proceed to the United Slatoa on their parole. 



The next evcDt of importADce, in order of 

OBtureorWMbtBclon '^'^^' ^^ *^® dcBCOnt 
■odSMlrurUonBfPuWlo on Wuithington, 1 
*'' affair, which, althoa; 

■tricOy a retaliation for eicessiTO and mai 
. fold atrocities, was made the pretext for the 
Qtterance of the vilest slander by the I'eder- 
alista, against not only the British army, but 
the entire nation. We trust, ho-never, to bring 
fbrrrard such evidence, ns to the conduct of 
the British in this affair, as nilt satisfy the 
impartial reader, both as to the falsehoods 
put forth by part of the American press, and 
the absurdities uttered in the British U( 
of Commons, and which carried, until dis- 
proved, considerable woight with a large 
portion of the people. 

Nor was this all ; American writers have 
not scrupled to declare that peace was in- 
definitely postponed " in order tliat the 
BriUsh Government might by its military 
tad naval instruments, deliberately commit 
80 atrocious a violation of civilized warfare." 

Sfiys Ingersol, " The unknown coitiff who 
Utempted to assassinate General Boss is 
much leas doteatabte and unpardonable than 
the member of the Government, Ministry, 
Monarch, Kegont, or whoever tl 
may be, guilty of the infinitely greati 
rage of postponing peace for several n 
ailer the causes of war had censed, in order 
to devastate the public edifices of an enemy'i 
capita!-" a 



Without adducing one iota of proof, In- 
gersol aakcB this bold assertion, and. un' 
pporled by evidence, he bases the whole of 
his reasoning on a fact se injurious to the- 
character of the British nation. Fortunately, 
however, we have evidence, that the Amcri' 
had been warned of tliis descent beln^ 
intended so far back bs the S6th of June, 
know from Armstrong that even at 
that date preparations for the defence of the 
capital of the notion were commenced. 
That these proparntious were not more com' 
pleto and formidable, appears incompre- 
hensible. 
Jomini in his "summnryof thoartof war" 
hen dwelling on this suloect says " The 
English performed an enterprise which may 
I ranged amongst the most extraordinary : 
that against thecapital of the Unit<^ State» 
' America. To the great astonishment of 
e world, n handfol of seven or eight thou- 
sand English were seen to descend in tho 
midst of a etateoftonmilliona of souls, pene- 
trate a considerable distance, besiege the capi- 
tal, and destroy the public establishments 
there; results which history may be searched 
in vain for another example of." 

It will be well to remark that Jomini in. 
bis comments dwells not on the infraction of 
the recognized principles of civilized war- 
fare, but upon the incomprehensible state in 
wliich the Americans must have been to 
permit a handful of men to commit such de- 
Lstation in the presence of so vastly superior 

Before entering on the expedition, it will 
a OS well to get rid of one charge that 
vnkS made by many American journals 
ngainat the commanding officers of the fleet 
then lying on the Chesapeake, but no proof 
of which has ever been attempted. 

During the whole period that the English 
fleet wore on the waters of the Cheaapeako, 
the officers, who were sent on shore to pro- 
cure provisions and water, were constantly 
beset by crowds of fugitive slaves, who im- 
plored to be rescued from a state of bondage. 
These appeals, were too piteous, always to b» 
disregarded, and the cuosequence was that 
hundreds of them were taken on board tho 
British vesaels, from whence they wer» 
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mostly traDS[K)rted to Halifax, a few being other form. It was submitted to the 
landed at Jamiuca. This circumstance it House of Representatives, by Mr. Fish of 
was that afforded an excuse for the assertion Vermont, and resolved, "That the committee 
of the American Gk)Yernment, ^ that *' the on public lands be instructed to enquire into 
British, after receiving the negroes, shipped the expediency of giving to each deserter 
4he wretches to the West Indies, where they from the British army, during the present 
were sold as slaves, for the benefit of British war, one hundred acres of the public lands, 
officers.'' such deserter actually settling the same. 

One of their organs the " Norfolk Herald** i After this specimen of national honor, and 
even announced that "To take cattle or other considering what slavery was then in the 
stock, would be consistent with the usages of United States, the position taken by the 
civilized warfare ; but to take negroes, who American press, appears the more extraordi- 
are human beings; to tear them for ever nary. The assertion that slaves were dragged 
from thoir kindred and connexions is what away by force with the greatest cruelty is 
wo should never expect from a Christian simply absurd ; it was with the greatest diffi- 
nation, especially one that has done so much culty that the British commander could vic- 
io abolish the slave trade. There are negroes tual his fleet, lying as it did on an enemy's 
4n Virginia, and, we believe, in all the shore, and it was not very probable that he 
Southern States, who have their interests and would suffer his difficulties in that respect to 
affections as strongly engrafted in their be increased by the addition of loads of ne- 
hearts, as the whites, and who feel the sacred groes, whom, to make profit on it, it would be 
ties of filial, parental, and conjugal affection, necessary to feed and keep in good condition, 
equally strong, and who are warmly attached The only marvel is that the British Corn- 
to their owners and the scenes of their mander should have allowed his feelings of 
•nativity." \ humanity to overstep the strict line of duty, 

inasmuch as by rescuing those unhappy 

James very correctly notices this as one of victims from slavery he was seriously incoa- 
the most inadvertent but happiest pieces of yoniencing the crews of the vessels under 
satire extant; and so it must appear to all. ^ia command, and so crowding his ships as 
Even at the present time, no later than two ^ y^^jgy t^cm ohnost unfit for going into 
days back, a New Orleans journal, the ^tj^^ To return, however, to the expedition. 
** Creole'* contained an advertisement offering , 

to purchase slaves from any quarter, and it. ^he President of the United States, in 
is impossible to take up a Southern paper ivoparation. made by formed officially since 
without the eye being offended and the senses , "' ^''^ ^^'^^ the 26th of June, of the 
disgusted with the accounts of slave sales— ; approaching storm, lost no time in deter- 
the attractions of a young quadroon being mining to prepare; accordingly the heads of 
dwelt on and puffed with as much minute- departments and the Attorney General, were 
ness as the points of a horse. The revela- ' convened on the 1st July, and it was then 
tions of the horrors of American slavery are 'decided, first, "that ten or twelve thousand 
so patent, and have excited such universal ' draughts from the militia of Pennsylvania, 
horror, that it is almost unnecessary to dwell I Maryland, and Virginia, should 1|| held in 

on the unparalleled impudence which could ^ reserve »n their respective States, ready to 
assert that the slaves were warmly attached march at a moment's warning. 



to their masters — slave owners selling their 
children, and the mother of their children : 



Secondly. That not loss than two, nor 
more than three thousand of the afore-men- 



but the bare thought of these things is ^tioned draughts, should be assembled for ira- 
sickening, yet the very journals containing I jno^jiate service, at some central pointbetween 

the Potomac and Baltimore, 
accuse the BritUh of having violated ;< the ^^j^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^.,.^^ ^^ ^^^ j,.^^^.^^ ^^ 

Columbia, (we omit detail) making an ag- 
gregate of three thousaftd combatants^ shA>sS«iL 



'/iictatcs of Christianity and civilization. 
The question, too, may be put in an- 
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ooDstitule K corpa at all times dispoetible. 
under the direction of the coumumdiog 
Qenoral." 

Thnt these resolutions were not more 
words, we have General Armstrong's tosti- 
monj, who sajB ; "Nor will it ftppear from 
the report made bj the Congressional Com- 
mittee of Inquiry, that any time was lost in 
giving effect to these measures, so far as 
Uieir eiBcution depended on the War De- 
partmeoL "On the 2Dd Julj," says the 
Report, " the twth niUitarj district was 
constituted, and the command given to 
General Winder. On the 4th, a requisition 
on the States for ninety-three thousand five 
hundred men was issued. On the 14th, the 
Governors of Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
kcknowledged the recnpt of the requisition, 
knd promised promptitude. On the 10th, 
Oie Governor of Maryland was served with a 
oopy of the requisition, and took measures 
to comply with it. On the 12th, General 
Winder was authorised, in case of either 
menaced or actual invasion, to call into ser- 
vice the whole of the Maryland quota (six 
thousand men), and on the I8th, five thou- 
•and from Pennsylvania and two thousand 

S^m Brigadier-General Winder to thi Secrtlary 

at War. 

Sir. BBltiniore, Aog. 27. 1814. 

When the enemy arrived at tho moulb of the 
Patomru:, of all tlio mililia vhich 1 boil been 
authorized to n<<Rcmb1e, there iccro but about 
1700 in the field, 13 lo 1400 under General 
Stransbury near this plncB, and 250 at Bla- 
dcinsburg, oaderlieuteaant-coloncl Kramer; the 
slow progress of Jmft, and the imperfect orga- 
niiation, with tlie ineSectivenoss of the laws to 
eampel them to turn out, rendered it impos- 
sible to hnvo procured more. 

The militia of thi^ttate and of the contiguous 
psrta of Virginia and Pennsylvania were called 
out<n matte, but the formermilitialawor Penn- 
sylvania hail oipircd the 1st of June, or July, 
and the iffie adopted in its placo is not to take 
effect in orgnniiing the militia before October. 
No nid, therefore, had been received from that 

Afler all the force that eonld be pnt at my 
disposal in tliat short time, and making such 
dispoiiitions aa I deotacd best calculated to pre- 
sent the most respectable force at whatever 
point the enemy might strike. T was enabled 
(by the most active am] harrassing movement' 
of tliQ troops) to interpose bcforo the enemy at 
Bladeasbarg. about I3<K)0 men. including S50 
regulars and commodore Barney's command. 
Much the largest portion of this forca arrivw) 



from Virginia, making an aggregate {the 
ri;:;iiliir infantry, cavalry, marines, flo- 
tlllii laen, and district miliUa included) of 
!^ix.t('('a thousand six hundred men." 

Wlifn we run over these great preporationa 
-Tniiiiiii's surprise, that a handful of mea 
sliuiilil have been permitted to execute what 
tlu'v did, is natural, and after the admissioos 
iii:iili' by Armstrong as to their force, it la 
|i>'rfcrtly absurd in American writers to 
prclcrid that, at Blodensburg, they were 
i.'uiiqiiered by superior members, or that the 
ilf^'Oiits on Alexandria and Washington 
wiT.: not made, literolly as Jomini expresses 
ii. l.y a handful of men, in the face of n body 
iiiitiiumbering them three-fold. 

Jliiny of these reports have been drawit 
friiiii Winder's despatches, but it was only 
ti- he liipecled that a General in Winder's 
|MP>-lii(in would attempt to represent matters 
ill till.' most favorable light. 

Till' two despatchee which follow will give 
ilii- n^iider a clear insight into all the plans 
ami details of the expedition, and General 
Wiiilir's despatch, which will be found in « 
[uitii' will furnish a very good instance of the- 
ti'iith of an American bulletin. 



on tlie ground when the enemy were in sight, 
nnil «ere disposed lo support, in the best 
manner, the position which General Stansbuiy 
Imd tiikcn. They had barely reached the 
BTOHnil before the action commenced, which was 
Bbrmt one o'clock r. M. of the 24th itiftnnt, 
and coatinncd about an hoar. The contest was 
not fif obatinately maintained as could have 
been desired, but was, by parts of the troops, 
fuutaiocd with great spirit nnd with prodigious 
effect : and had the whole of our force been 
equally firm, I am induced to believe that the 
enemy would have btcn rapulsed, notwithstand- 
ing all the disndvontages under which we 
fought. ThOBrtitleryrromBaltimoresnpported 
by rnnjor Pinkney's rifle battalion, and a part 
-lici.plain Don glily's from the navy-ynrd, were 
ill ndnincc to command the pass of the Ifridge 
^it Illntlenshurg, and played apon the enemy, as 
I huvB since learned, with very dcstructivo af- 
Icct. But the rifle troops were obliged, after 
some time, to retire, and of course the artilleiy. 
Superior numbers, however, rushed upon them. 
and made their retreat necassavy, not, however, 
witliout great lose on tho part of tlio enemy. 
Miijor PiukBcy received a severe wound in his 
right irra after he had retired to the left Bank 
of Stnnshury's brigade. The right and ceatre 
(>r Stnnsburj's brigade, consisting of lieutcnant- 
oijlunol llagan's and Slralers regiments, gener- 
nllj. gtve way very soon aftorwatds, with the. 



mSTORY OF THE WAR O? 1812, 



369 



From Major-general Ross to Earl Bathurst. 

Tonnant, in the Patazent, 

Aug. 30, 1814. 
My Lord, 

I have the honor to communicate to your 
lordship, that on the 24th instant, after de- 
feating the army of the United States on 
that day, the troops under my command en- 
tered and took possession of the city of 
Washington. 

It was determined between Sir Alexander 
Cochrane and myself, to disembark the 
army at the village of Benedict, on the right 
bank of the Patuzent, with the inten- 
tion of co-operating with rear-admiral Cock- 
bum, in an attack upon a flotilla of the 
enemy's gun-boats, undf^ the command of 
commodore Barney. On the 20th instant, 
the army commenced its march, having land- 
ed the previous day without opposition ; on 
the 21st it reached Nottingham, and on the 
22d moved on to Upper Marlborough, a few 
miles distant from Pig point, on the Patux- 
ent, whore admiral Cockburn fell in with, 

exception of about 40 rallied by colonel Kagan, 
after having lost his horse, and the whole or a 
part of captain Shower's company, both of whom 
general Stansbury represents to have made, 
even thas dcsertcil, a gallant 8tan# The fall 
which lieatenant-coloncl Ragan received from 
his horse, together with his great efforts to 
maintain his position, rendered him unable to 
follow the retreat; we have therefore to lament 
that this gallant and excellent officer has been 
taken prisoner; he has, however, been paroled, 
and I met him here, recovering from the bruises 
occasioned by his fall. The loss of his services 
at this moment is serious. 

The 5th Baltimore regiment, under licute-. 
naut-colonel Sterrett, being the left of brigadier- 
general Stansbury's brigaide, still, however, 
stood their ground, and except for a moment, 
when part of them recoiled a few steps, re- 
mained firm, and stood until ordered to retreat, 
with a view to prevent their being outflanked. 

The reserve, under brigadier -general Smith, 
of the district of Columbia, with the militia of 
the city and Georgetown, with the regulars 
and some detachments of Maryland militia, 
flunked on their right by commodore Barney 
and his bravo fellows, and lieutenant-colonel 
Boal, still were to the right on the hill, and 
maintained the contest for some time with great 
cff'ect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of 
commodore Barney and his command, nor can 
I speak from observation, being too remote ; but 
the concurrent testimony of all who did obBerve 



and defeated the flotilla, taking and destroy- 
ing the whole. Having advanced within 
16 miles of Washington, and ascertained 
the force of the enemy to be such as might 
authorize an attempt at carrying his capital, 
I determined to make it, and accordingly 
put the troops in movement on the evening 
of the 23rd. A corps of about 1200 m^n ap- 
peared to oppose us, but retired after firing 
a few shots. On the 24th, the troops resum- 
ed their march, and reached Bladensburg, 
a village situate on the left bank of the 
eastern branch of the Potomac, about five 
miles from Washington. 

On the opposite side of *that river, the 
enemy was discovered strongly posted on 
very commanding heights, formed in two 
lines, his advance occupying a fortified 
house, which, with artillery, covered the 
bridge over the eastern branch, which the 
British had to pass. A broad and straight 
road leading from the bridge to Washington, 
ran through the enemy's position, which 
was carefully defended by artillery and ri- 
flemen. 



them, Vbes them the highest justice for their 
brave resistance, and destructive effect they 
produced on the enemy. Commodor^ Barney, 
after having lost his horse, took post near one 
of his guns, and there unfortunately received a 
severe wound in the thigh, and he also fell into 
the hands of the enemy. Captain Miller, of the 
marines, was wounded in the arm fighting 
bravely. From the best intelligence, there re- 
mains but little doubt that the enemy lost at 
least 400 killed and wounded, and of these a 
very unusual portion killed. 

Our loss cannot, I think, be estimated at more 
than from 30 to 40 killed, and 50 to GO wounded 
they took altogether about 120 prisoners. 

You will readily understand that it is impos- 
sible for me to speak minutely of the merit or 
demerit of particular troops so little known to 
mo from their recent and hasty assemblage. 
My subsequent movements for the purpose of 
preserving as much of my force as possible, 
gaining reinforcements, protecting this place, 
you already know. 

I am, with very .great respect, tiir, your 
obedient servant, 

W. II. WINDER, 
Hon. J. Armstrong, Sec. of War. brig-gen. 

10th mil. dist. 

N.B. We have to lament that captain Sterrett, 
of the 5th Baltimore regiment, lias alno been 
wounded, but is doing well. Other officcrs.eno 
doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet unable to 
partioolariie. 
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The di»po»itioD for the attack being made, 
it WHS commenced with bo much impetuosity 
ty the light brigade, consiating of the 85tli 
li^ht inrautrj, and the light infantrj com- 
panies of the army under the command of 
coIoDel Thornton, that the fortiiied houee 
-was shortly cairied, the enemy retiring to 
the Ugher groHnda. 

In support of the light brigade, I ordered 
-up n brigade under the command of colonel 
Brooke, who, with the 44tli regiment, at- 
lacked the enemy's left, the 4tii regiment 
pressing hia right with such effect, as to 
caoBe him to abandon his guns. Uis first 
lino giving way, was driven on th 
which, yielding to the irresistable attack of 
the bayonet, and the well-directed discharge 
«f rockets, got into confusion and ileil, leav- 
ing the British mastcra of the field. The 
Tapid flight of the enemy, and his knowledge 
of the country, precluded the posibility of 
many prisoners being taken, more partii 
larly us the troops hud, during the day, i 
dergone conaidenible fatigue. 

The enemy's oriuy, amounting U» 8 _. 
9000 men, with 3 or 400 cavalry, w» under 
the command of General Winder, being 
formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and 
Penaylvania. His artillery, 10 pieces of 
whicn fell into our hands, was commanded 
by commodore Barney, who was wounded 
and taken prisoner. The artillery 1 direct- 
ed to be destroyed. 

naving halted the army for a short time, 
I determined to inarch upon Washington, and 
TCachod that city at eight o'clock that night. 
Judging it uf consequence to coniplcle the 
A destruction of the public buildings with the 

least poaiblo delay, so that the army might 
retire without loss of time, the following 
buildings were act fire to and consumed, 
the capitol, inculding the Senute-bouao and 
JIouBO of Iteprescntaires, the Arsenal, the 
Dock-yard, Treasury, War-office, Presidi 
Palace, Ropownlk, and the great bridge 
across the I'otomae ; in the dock-yard a frig- 
ate nearly ready to bo launched, and a sloop 
of war, were consumed. The two bridges 
leading to Washingt'in over the co.'itern 
branch had been destroyed by the enemy, 
who apprehended an attack from that quar- 



ter. The object of the eipedition being ao- 
complished, 1 determined, before any greater 
force of the enemy could be assembled, to 
withdraw the troops, and accordingly ooni' 
menced retiring on the night of the 25th. 
On theovcningof theSOtltwereacfacdBeDS- 
dict, and re-embarked the following day. 
la the performance of Ihe operation I hai* 
detailed, it is with the utmost satisfaction I 
observe to your lordship, that cbecrfulnest 
in undergoing fatigue, and anxiety for tbd 
accomplishment of the object, were conspicu- 
ous in all ranks. 

To Sir A. Cochrane my thanks arc dne, 
for hia ready compliance with everj wish 
connected with tlie welfare of the troopa and 
the success of th» expedition. To rear-ad- 
miral Cockbum, who snggested the attack 
upon Washington, and who nccompaniod 
the army, I confeas the greatest obligadon 
for his cordial co-operation and advice. 

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, il 
entitled to every praise for the noble ezain> 
pie ho sot, which was so well followed by 
I iculen ant-colonel Wood and the 85tli light 
infantry, and by major Jones, of the 4tll 
foot, with the companies attached to the 
light brieade. I have to express my appro- 
bation ortlio apiriied conduct of colond 
Iliooke, and of his brigade : the 44th regi- 
ment, which he led, distinguished itself under 
the command of lieulcnant-colonel-MullenB; 
the gallantry of the 4th foot, under the oom- 
mand of major France, being equally con- 
apicuous. 

The exorUons of eapiain Mitehel, of tlis 
royal artillery, bringing the guns in to ae- 
tion, were unremitting ; (o him, and to the de- 
tachment under hia command, including 
captain Deacon's rocket brigade, and tlu 
marine rocket corps, I feel every obligation. 
Captain Lompricrc, of the royal artillerj, 
mounted a amall detachment of the artitleiT 
drivers, which proved of great utility. Tit» 
assistance nfibrded by captain Blanuhard, of 
the royal engineers, in the duties of his dt- 
partment, wna of great advantage. To tht 
zealous esortiuna of captain Wainwrigh^ 
Palmer, and Money, of the rojal nnvy, and 
to thoao of theolficora and seamen who land- 
ed with them, the senice is highly iadebtc^ 
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the latter, captain Money, had charge of the 
seamen attached to marine artillery. To 
captain M'Dougall, of the 85th foot, who 
acted as my aide de camp, captain Falls, 
and to the officers of my staff, I feel much 
indebted. 

I must beg leave to call your lordship's 
attention to the zeal and indefatigable exer- 
tions of lieutenant Evans, acting deputy 
quarter-mastcr-general. The intelligence 
displayed by that officer, in circumstances of 
considerable difficulty, induces me to hope 
he will meet with some dbtinguised mark of 
approbation. I have reason to be satisfied 
with the arrangements of assistant-commis- 
sary-Gcncral Lawrence. 

An attack upon an enemy so strongly 
posted, could not be effected without loss. 
I have to lament that the wounds received 
by colonel Thornton, and the other officers 
and soldiers left at Bladensburg, were such 
as prevented their removal. As many of the 
wounded as could be brought off were re- 
moved, the others being left with medical 
care and attendants. The arrangements 
made by staff surgeon Baxter for their ac- 
commodation, have been as satisfactory as 
circumstances would admit of. The agent 
for British prisoners of war very fortunately 
residing at Bladensburg, I have recommend- 
ed the wounded officers and men to his par- 
ticular attention, and trust to his being able 

to effect their exchange when sufficienly re- 
covered. 



* Killed C4 ; wounded 138. 

Return of ordnance^ ammunitionf and ordnance- 
storeSf taken from the enemy by the army under 
the command of Major- General Robert Rosa^ 
between the 19M and 2bth of August, 1814. 

August 10 — 1 ^|-pound carronnde. 

August 22. — iW-pound field-gun, with car- 
riage coniplute ; 156 stand of arms, with car- 
touches, &c. &c. 

August 24, at Bladensburg. — 2 18-pounder8, 
5 12-poundcrs, 3 G-poundors, with field-car- 
riages; a quantity of ammunition for the 
above ; 220 stand of arms. 

August 25, at Washington. — Brass: 6 18. 
pounders, mounted on traversing platforms ; 5 
l2-poun(lcr8, 4 4-poundcr8, 1 5J inch howitzer, 

1 6 j inch mortar. Iron : 26 d2-poundcr8, 86 
24-poan(lcrs, 34 IS-pounders, 27 12-pounder8, 

2 IS-pounder.^, mounted on traversing plat- 
forms; 19 12-pounder8, on ship-carriages; 8 
13-inch mortars, 2 8-inch howitzers, 124-poimd 



Captain Smith, assbtant adjutant-general 
to the troops, who will have the honor to 
deliver this despatch, I beg leave to recom- 
mend to your lordship's protection, as an 
officer of much merit and great promise, and 
capable of affording any further information 
that may be requistite. Sanguine in hop- 
ing for the approbation of his royal highness 
the prince regent, and of his majesty's gov- 
ernment, as to the conduct of the troops 
under my command, I have, &c. 

R. ROSS, maj-gen. 

I beg leave to enclose herewith a return 
of the killed,* wounded, and missing in the 
action of the 24th instant, together with a 
statement of the ordnance, ammunition, and 
ordnance stores taken from the enemy be- 
tween the 10th and 25th of August and like- 
wise sketches of the scene of action and of 
the line of march. 

H. M. Sloop Manly, off Nottingham, 

Patuxent, Aug. 27, 1814. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, that, 
agreeably to the intentions I notified to you 
in my letter of the 22d instant. I proceeded 
by land, on the morning of the 23d, to Up- 
per Marlborough, to meet and confer with 
Major-general Ross, as to our further oper- 
ations against the enemy ; and we were 
not long in agreeing on the propriety of 
making an immediate attempt on the city of 
Washington. 



gun, 5 82-pound carronades, 5 18-pound carro- 
nades, 13 12-pound guns, 2 9-pound guns, 2 6- 
pound guns. 

Total amount of cannon taken — 206; 600 
barrels of powder ; 100,000 rounds of musket- 
ball cartridges; 40 barrels of fine-grain^ 
powder; a large quantity of ammunition of dif- 
ferent natures made up. 

The navy-yard and arsenal having been set 
on fire by the enemy before they retired, an 
immense quantity of stores of every description 
was destroyed ; of which no account could be 
taken. Seven or eight very heavy explosions 
during the night denoted that there had been 
large magazines of powder. 

F. O. J. WILLIAMS, 
lieutenant royal artillery, A. Q. M. 
J. MICHELL, 
captain commanding artillery. 

N.B. The remains of near 2000 stand of arms 
were discovered which hod been destroyed by 
the eneny. 
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In conformity, therefore, with the wishes 
of the general, I instantly sent orders for 
our marine and naval forces, at Pig-point, to 
be forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert, 
and for the marine-artillery, and a pro- 
portion of the seamen, t^ be there landed, 
and with the utmost possible expedition to 
join the army, which I at once readily agreed 
to accompany. 

The major-general then made his dispo- 
sitions, and arranged that Captain Robins, 
with the marines of the ships, should retain 
possession of Upper Marlboroguh, and that 
the marine-artillery and seamen should 
follow the army to the ground it was to oc- 
cupy for the night. The army then moved 
on, and bivouacked before dark about five 
miles near Washington. 

In the night, captain Palmer of the Heb- 
rus, and captain Money of the Traave, 
joined us with the seamen and with the 
marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison. 
Captain Wainwright of the Tonnant, had 
accompanied me the day before, as had also 
lieutenant James Scoti, acting first lieuten- 
ant of the Albion. 



At daylight, on the morning of the 24th, 
the m^or-general again put the army in 
motion, directing his march upon Bladens- 
burgh ; on reaching which place, with the 
advanced brigade, the enemy was observed 
drawn up in force on a rising ground beyond 
the town ; and by the fire he soon opened on 
us as we entered the place, gave us to un- 
derstand he was well protected by artillery. 
General Ross, however, did not hesitate in 
immediately advancing to attack him ; al- 
though our troops were almost exhausted 
with the fatigue .of the march they had just 
made, and but a small proportion of our 
little army had yet got up. This dashing 
measure was, however, I am happy to add, 
crowned with the success it merited ; for, in 
spite of the galling fire of the enemy, our 
troops advanced steadily on both his fianks, 
and in his front ; and, as soon as they ar- 
rived on even ground with him, he fled in 
every direction, leaving behind him 10 
pieces of cannon, and a considerable num- 
ber of killed and wounded ; amongst the 
latter Commodore Barney, and several other 



officers. Some other prisoners were also 
taken, though not many, owing to the swift- 
ness with which the enemy went off, and the 
fatigue our army had previously undergone. 

It would, sir, be deemed presumption in 
me to attempt to give you particular detidls 
respecting the nature of this battle ; I shall, 
therefore, only remark generally, that the 
enemy, 8,000 strong, on ground he had 
chosen as best adapted for him to defend, 
where he had time to erect his batteries, and 
concert all his measures, was dislodged, as 
soon reached, and a victory gained over 
him, by a division Of the British army, not 
amounting to more than 1500 men, headed 
by our gallant general, whose brilliant 
^hievements it is beyond my power t& do 
justice to, and indeed no possible comment 
could enhance. 

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their 
great mortification, with the rear-division, 
during this short, but decisive action. Those, 
however, attached to the rocket-brigade, 
were in the battle ; and I remarked, with 
much pleasure, the precision with which the 
rockets were thrown by them, under the di- 
rection of first-lieutenant Lawrence, of the 
marine-artillery. Mr. Jeremiah M'Daniel, 
master's mate of the Tonnant, a very fine 
young man, who was attached to this party, 
being severely wounded, I beg permission to 
recommend him to your favourable consid- 
eration. The company of marines I have on 
many occasions had cause to mention to 
you, commanded by first-lieutenant Ste- 
phens, under the temporary command of 
captain Reed, of the Gth West India regiment, 
(these companies being attached to the light 
brigade), and they respectively behaved 
with their accustomed ^^1 and bravery 
None other of the naval department were 
fortunate enough to arrive up in time to take 
their share in this battle, excepting captain 
Palmer, of the Ilebrus, with his aid-de- 
camp, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, midshipmen 
of that ship, and lieutenant James Scott> 
first of the Albion, who acted as my aide-de- 
camp, and remained with me during the 
whole time. 



The contest being completely ended, and 
the enemy having retired from the field, the 
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ganeral gnvo tlio nriiijr alwut tvro hours reat, 
Vrbon bs again moicd foMrard on Waehing- 
ton. It n-tki, hovrercr dark before «e 
reached that city ; anil, on tbo general, my- 
feelf. Olid tiome officers uiWanciDg a short 
way post the first houses oT the town, trith- 
out being ttccouipnnied by the troo|»i, tlic 
ftnenjy opened upijn ua a hoaTy firo ol 
musketry, from the capitol and two other 
honees ; these were therefore, olmoat im- 
itaodinteiy stonned by our people, taken 
poBseseion of, and set on fire ; after which 
tlio town Hubmittcd without furthor reaist- 

Tlio cnouiy himself, on our entering the 
town, se' firo to the nnvj-yard, (filled 
aaval sl«reH), a frigate of the largest cloas 
aJtnoGt ready for launching, and a sloop of 
war lying off it; us he did also the fort 
which protected the sea-approach to Wash' 

On taking posaession of the city, wo also 
■«t fire to the president's palace, the treiwury, 
Wid the war-oCEco; and, in the morning, 
CBptaln ^Vaitiwright went with a pnr^ to 
■oe that the destruction in tho navy-yard 
was complete ; when he destroyed whatever 
stoTOB and buildings hod escaped tho flames 
of the preceding night. A largo quantity 
of ammunition and ordnance stores i 
liiewine destroyed by us in the arsenal 
were about 200 pieces of artillery of differ- 
ent calibres, as well na a Tast quantity of 
Bmall-arms. Two rope-walks of n very 
extensive nature, full of tar-rope, 4e., situ- 
ated at a considerable distance from the 
yard, were likewise set fire to and consumed. 
In short, sir, I do not hdievs a vestige of 
public property, or a, store of any kind, 
which could bo converted to the use of tho 
government, escaped destruction; the bridges 
across the Eastern Branch and tlie Potomac 
were likewise destroyed. 

This general devastation being completed 
during Ibo day of the 25tli, we marched 
again, at nine that night, on our return, by 
Blndensburgh, to Upper Marlborough. 

We nrrived yesterday evening at tho lat- 
ter, without molestation of any sort, indeed 
without a single musket having been lired ; 
and this morning we moved on to thb place, 
where I have found hU m^csty's sloop 



Manly, tho tenders, and the boats, and I 
have hoisted my fing, pro leiajmi-e, in th» 
former. The troops will probably march to- 
morrow, or tho neit day at fortbcet, to 
Benedict for re-emborkation, and this flotilla 
will of course join you at the same time. 

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of 
the arduous and highly important operations 
of this lost week, I have a most |>lcasing 
duty to perform, in assuring you of tho gooj 
iduct of the officers and men who have 
been serving under mo. I have been particu- 
larly indebted, whilst on tliis service, to 
captain Wainwright of ih^ Tonnant, for tho 
assistance he has invariably afforded me ; and 
.ptain Palmer and Money, fur their ex- 
ertions duringtho march to and from Wash- 
ington. To captain Nourse, who has com- 
mande<] the flotilla during tuy absence, my 
acknowledgments are also most justly due, 
as well as to captains Sullivan, Bodoook, 
Somerville, Ramsay, and Bruce, who haT» 
acted in it under him. 

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the 
Albion, has, on this occtsiun, rendered me 
essential Bervices ; and ox 1 have had re&- 
oftcn of late to mention to jou the 
gallant and moritorious conduct of thift 
officer, I trust you will permit mc to seiRO 
this opportunity of recommending him par- 
cularly to yoxir favorable notice and oon- 
I deration. 

Captain Robins, (tho senior officer of mar- 
ines with the fleet,) who has had, during 
these operations, the marines of the ships 
united under his orders, boa executed ably 
and roalously the several services with which 
has been entrusted, and is entitled to my 
it acknowledgments aecordingiy ; as is 
also captain Harrison of the marine-artillery, 
who, with the officers and men sllacfaed to 
accompainod the army to and from 
Washington. 

Mr. l>obie, snrgoon of the Melpomene, 
olunteered hb professional serviecs on thig 
occasign, and rendered much assistance to 
the wounded on the field of battle, as well 
OS to many of the men taken ill on tho line 
of march. 

One colonial marine killed, 1 master's 

nts, 2 Serjeants, and 3 eoloaial marines 

woandod, are the cosualitios sustained by 
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the naval department ; a general list of the 
killed and wounded of the whole army will, 
of course, accompany the report of the ma- 
jor-general. 

I have the honour be, &c. 

O. COCKBURN, rear-admiral. 
Vice-admiral the hon. 
Sir A. Cochrane, K. B. &c. 

P.S. — Two long C-pounders guns, intended 
for a battery at Nottingham, were taken off, 
and put on board the Brune, and one taken 
at Upper Marlborough was destroyed. 

As usual, Messrs Thomson and Smith give 

General obsorvaUons ^^ their aCCOUnts the 

on the expepition. ^og^ exaggerated esti- 

mates of the attacking force, reducing, in an 
inverse ratio, that of their countrymen. For- 
tunately, they contradict each other in such 
a manner, and Gen. Wilkinson's testimony 
is so positive, that the correctness of the two 
British despatches is established. Mr. 
Thomson, in the first place, states the British 
force at six thousand men, just one thousand 
more than Mr. O'Connor, and two thousand 
more than Dr. Smith. In the second place, 
he says, speaking of the American force — 
** These consisted of but five thousand men, 
and offered battle to the English troops, but 
General Ross turned to his right and took the 
road to Marlborough." 

Here is a direct insinuation that a superior 
body of British troops were afraid to meet an 
inferior force. Surely Mr. Thomson should 
have reflected on the consequences of making 
this statement, and that its absurdity must 
strike every one who reads even his own 
history. Six thousand men are afraid to 
fight five thousand, yet, strange to say, they 
persevere in their march into the heart of an 
enemy's country, knowing that their enemy 
is every moment becoming stronger. Really 
Mr. Thomson might have perceived the in- 
consistency I 

General Wilkinson puts the matter in an- 
other light, and, speaking of General -Ross, 
says — '* General Ross marched from Not- 
tingham the same morning, by the chapel 
road leading to Marlborough ; and, on dis- 
covering the American troops, sent a de- 
tachment to his left to meet them, which ad- 
vanced to the foot of the hill near Oden's 



house, when the American troops fell back, 
and the enemy resumed their march.'' 

The real facts, independent of Wilkinson, 
are so notorious, that we cannot conceive how 
Thomson could have ventured to make his 
statement. 



General Winder's dis- 
patch. 



General Winder's dispatch is nearly 

mendacious as Mr. 
Thompson's assertions. 
The statement as to force contained in both 
General Ross and Admiral Cockburn's dis- 
patches are fully borne out by General Arm- 
strong,* and Winder himself admits that his 
force amounted to five thousand men, yet 
with a superiority of more than three to one 
he ascribes his defeat to the disadvantages 
under which he laboured. 



Now we ask, in what did these disadvan- 
tages consist ? was it that sufficient time for 
preparation had not been afforded ? This 
could not be, as, from the 2Gth June, the 
Government h^d been apprised of the threat- 
ened visit. We have shown by Armstrong 
that it was not from inferiority of force. In 
what, then, did the disadvantages consist? 
Wo have no hesitation in. answering — to the 
shameful conduct of his men, and the total 
want of precautions on the part of the Ge- 
neral, in neglecting to avail himself of the mi- 
litary obstacles that might have been used 
advantageously to impede the enemy's ap- 
proach. General Wilkinson writes, ** Not a 
single bridge was broken, not a causeway 
destroyed, mot an inundation attempted, not 
a tree fallen, not a rood of the road obstruct- 
ed, nor a gun fired at the enemy, in a march 
of near forty miles, from Benedict to Upper 
Marlborough, by a route on which there arc 
ten or a dozen difficult defiles ; which, with 
a few hours' labour, six pieces of light artil- 
lery, three hundred infantry, two hundred 
riflemen, and sixty dragoons, might have 
been defended against any force that could 
approach them ; such is the narrowness of 
the road, the profundity of the ravines, the 
steepness of the acclivities, and the sharp- 
nets of the ridges." 

We think the above extract will prove our 
assertion, as toWinder's capability of opposing 

♦ Notices of the War, p, 130. 
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a young and dashing commandor like Ross. 
Winder's statement as to his force is unhap- 
pily disproved by Dr. Smith, who gives a 
detailed list, which we subjoin : 



"The army under General Winder," 
doctor Smith, "consisted of: — 

"United States' dragoons 140 

Maryland ditto 240 

District of Columbia ditto 60 

Virginia ditto 100 



says 



Regular infantry 600 

Seamen and marines GOO 



630 



1100 



Stansbury's brigade of militia ... 1363 

Sterrett's regiment, ditto 600 

Baltimore artillery, ditto 160 

Pinkney's battalion, ditto 160 



2163 



Smith's brigade, ditto 1070 

Cramer's battalion, ditto 240 

Waring's detachment, ditto 160 

Maynard's ditto, ditto 160 



Beall's and Hood's regiment of do. 800 
Volunteer corps 860 



1610 



1150 



Total at Bladensburg G643 

At hand. 

Young's brigade of militia 460 

Minor's Virginia corps 600 

1060 



Grand Total 7503 

Qeneral Wilkinson is very sarcastic in his 
account of Bladensburg. He says, " their 
President was in the field; every eye was 
turned upon the chief; every bosom throbbed 
with confidence, and every nerve was strung 
with v^or. No doubts remained with the 
troops that in their chief magistrate they 
beheld their Commander-in-chief, who, like 
another Maurice, having, by his irresolution, 
exposed the country to the chances and acci- 
dents of a general engagement, had now 
come forward to repair the error by his 
activity in the field; determined to throw 
himself into the gap of danger, and not to 
aurvive the power of his country." 

If Geueral Wilkinson is severe on Mr. 
President Madison, he la equally plain 



spoken with respect to the troops, and bears 
clear testimony as to the actual numbers of 
the British engaged. He says, "the Ameri- 
can force they routed by about seven hundred 
and fifty rank and file of the 4th and 44th 
regiments." 

The disparity of loss between tlie two 
armies is easily accounted for, as we find 
twenty-four pieces of artillery marked on 
General Wilkinson's diagram. These com- 
pletely enfiladed the bridge, and were very 
destructive to the advancing columns. The 
American loss was trifling, as they seem, in 
common with the President, to have acted 
on the principle * He that fights and runs 
away,' and so forth." 

By the American estimate of public pro- 
perty destroyed at Washington, it would 
appear that full satisfaction was taken for 
the injuries committed at Newark and else- 
where. The estimate returned to Govern- 
ment was as follows : — 

American estimate of puhlic property destroyed 
at Washington, 

The committee appointed by the American 
congress to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the capture of Washington, and 
the destruction consequent on that event, 
after giving a statement of the operations in 
the navy-yard, report the following estimate 
of the public property destroyed : — 

Dollars. 
The capital, including all costs, 787 , 163 
President's house, 234,334 

Public officer, 93,613 



1,115,110 

But the committee remark, as the walls of 
the capital and president's house are good^ 
they suppose that the sum of 460,000 dollars 
will be sufficient to place the buildings in 
the situation they were in previous to their 

destruction. 

The losses sustained in the navy-yard are 
thus estimated : — 

Dollars. 
417,745 
91,425 

609,170 



In moveable property. 
In buildings and fixtures 
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The committee then proceed to the recapi- 
tulation of the losses in the navy-yard, with 
an estimate of the real leases. Afler de- 
ducting the value recovered from the 
original value of the articles, the total 
Amount is 417,745 dollars, 51 cents. 

The original value of the articles destroyed 
was 678,219 dollars, 71 cents, of which 
260,405 dollars and 20 cents value were re 
covered, in anchors, musket-barrels, locks 
copper, timber, &c. 

The most important feature in the de- 
struction in the Navy Yard, was the de- 
struction of the new frigate, and the Argus 
sloop, as it inflicted a direct blow on a naval 
force still in its infancy. 

Both Mr. Madison, in his proclamation, 
and Mr. Munroe, in his letter to Admiral 
Cochrane, have endeavoured to show that 
the British, by their attack on Washington, 
not only outraged the rules of war, in 
destroying the public buildings, but by again 
bringing forward the Hampton and Ilavre 
de Grace affairs, they leave it to be under- 
stood that the troops behaved in the same 
disorderly manner imputed to them on that 
occasion. 

The American journals of that day prove 
however, the contrary of this. The Colum- 
bian Centinelj of August 31st, says, ** The 
British officers pay inviolable respect to pri- 
vate property, and no peaceable citizen is 
molested." A Baltimore writer, under date, 
August 27, says, *' The enemy treated the 
inhabitants of Washington with respect," 

From Mr. Monroe to Sir Alexander Cochrane, 



^IR, 



Department of State, Sept. 6, 1814. 



and Mr. Gates, the mouth-piece of the Go- 
vernment, whose presses and type had been 
destroyed, was forced to acknowledge thai 
any mischief done, was committed by ** the 
knavish wretches about the town, who pro- 
fited by the general distress." 

Even Mr. Thompson was compelled to ac- 
knowledge that " the plunder of private pro- 
perty was prohibited, and soldiers trans- 
gressing the order were severely punished." 

One more extract which we give from a 
Georgetown journal t)f September 8, will 
complete our list of proofs that both Mr. 
Munroe and Mr. Madison have foully wrong- 
ed the British soldiers by their aspersions : 

"The list of plunder and destruction, 
copied from a vile and libellous print of that 
city, is a gross aud abominable fabrication, 
known to be such by every inhabitant. Most 
of the plunder was committed by rabble of 
the place, fostered among the citizens, and 
from whose villainy no place is free in times 
of peril and relaxation of the law. The Bri- 
tish army, it is no more than justice 
to say, preserved a moderation and disci- 
pline, with respect to private persons and 
property, unexampled in the annals of war." 

We think it unnecessary to cito further 
testimony in support of our assertion as to 
the behaviour of the British army, and now 
give the documents in which their character 
was assailed — Mr. Munroe's answer to a 
letter from Admiral Cochrane, and Mr. Mar 
dison's proclamation.* We also give Admiral 



^ I had the honour to receive your letter of the 
18th of August, stating that having been called 
on by the governor-general of the Canadas, to 
aid him in carrying into effect measures of re- 
taliation against the inhabitants of the United 
States, for the wanton desolation committed 
by their army in Upper Canada, it has become 
your duty, conformably with the nature of the 
govemor-gcneral's application, to issue to 
the naval force under your command, an order 
to destroy and lay waste such towns and dis- 
tricts upon the coast as may be found assail- 
able. 

It U seen with the greatest surprise, that 



this system of devastation which has been 
practiced by the British forces, so manifesUr 
contrary to the usages of civilixed warfare, is 
placed by you on the ground of retaliation. 'No 
sooner were the United States compelled to re- 
sort to war against Great Britain, than they 
resolved to wage it in a manner most conaoDant 
to the principles of humanity, and to those 
friendly relations which it was desirable to 
preserve between the two nations, after tht 
restoration of peace. They perceived, howe?er, 
with the deepest regret, that a spirit alike jiui 
and humane was neither cherished nor acted on 
by your government Such an assertion would 
not be hazarded, if it were not supported by 
facts, the proof of which has perhaps already 
carried the same conviction to other natiom 
that it has to the people of these states. 
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Codhrane'e tetter, as some eipressioDs in it 
were Itiid hold of as breathing a uoeit san- 
guinary olid rulhicBs spirit: — 

JVom cice-admircd Cnchrane lo Mr. Jtfonrof. 
llis MhjobIj'h Bhip tho Tocnant, in the 
Patuicnt river, Aug. IP, 1814. 
Sib, 

lliiv'itig been called on by the governor- 
genonil of Ibe Canadns to aid him in carry- 
ing into clFcct menauroa of retaliation against 
the inhabitants of the United Stales, for the 



Witliout dwelling on tlie deplorable crueltiea 
oommiltcd by tho eaiages in [lio British raoka, 
ud in Urilisb puy, on American priaoaertt, at 
ttie river Ruiiiin, wliieli to Uiis day hme never 
been disavowed, or atoned, I rerur, as more im- 
mediately connected with the sut^ect of your 
letter, to the wanton dcsolotion tbut was com- 
mitted uC lIuTre-do-Gruce. and at Qoorge lovn, 
early in the spring of 1813. These village« 
were burnt and ravaged by Ibe nn»«l forces of 
Oreat ISritoin, to the rain of tbeir unarolod in- 
habitants, who saw with astonish ment Ibey de- 
riyed no protection to their properly from the 
laws of war. During the Bonie bbosoq, scenes 
of invnsion and pillage, curried on -Under tbe 
same authority, wero vitncased all along tbe 
waters of the Chesapeake, toaaextontinSlcting 
the mo^t serious private distress, and under cir- 
cumstances that joiili fled tbe snspicion, Ihstre- 
Tengo anil cupidity, rather than the manly 
uotivci chnt should diciate the hostility of a 
faigh-niindcd foe, led to tbnr perpetration. The 
late dcatniction of the houses ot govemmont li 
this city, is another act which comes nccesaaril; 
into view. In tbe wars of modem Europe, ni 
examples of the kind, even among nationa thi 
most bostile to each other, can be traced. In 
the courao of ten years past, the capitals of the 
principal powers of the Continent of Europe 
have been conqnerod, and occupied alternately 
by the victorious armies of each other, and no 
Instance of such wanton and justiliahic destmc- 
Uon has been seen, We must go back to dis- 
tant and barbarous ages to find a parallel for 
I tho acta of which I complain. Althoagh these 
acts of desolation inrited, if they did not impose 
on the government, the necessity of retaliation, 
yet in no instance bos it been authoriied. The 
burning of tho village of Newark, in Upper Ca- 
nada, posterior to tbe early outrages above 
(numerated, was not eiocnted on that principle. 
The village of Newark adjoined Fort-Oeorge, 
and its destmction was jsatified by the oScec 
who ordered i% on the ground that it became 
necessary in the mlUiory operations there. The 
act, however, wasdisavowcdby thegoiemmenl. 
Tho burning which look place at Long-point 



wanton doatruo^on committed by their army 
Upper Canada, it bos become imperiously 

my dutj, conftirmably with tho nature of 

tho gotenor-generol's application, to icsue 
I the naval furce under iny command, un 
■dor to destroy and by waste such towns 
id districts upon the coast as may bo found 

assailable. 

I had hoped that this contest would hare 
torminntcd, nithuut my being ubligod to 
resort to severities which are contrary to the 
cs of civilised vrorfare ; and ns it hoa 



was unauthnriied by the government, and the 
conduct of tbe officer suhjealed to the inveetiga- 
lion ofa military tribunal. For tbe bumingof 
St. David's, committed hj stragglers, the officer 
who commanded in that quarter was dismissed 
without a trial, for not preventing it. 

I am commanded by the president distinctly 
to state, that it Ha little comports with any 
orders issoeil to the military end naval com- 
manders of the United States, as it docs with 
the established and known humaoily of the 
\merican na^on, to pnrsue a system which it 
ippcars you have a<lopte<i. The government 
owes to itself, and to the principle which it has 
held sacred, to disavow, as justly charge- 
to it, any Huob wanton, cruel, and unjnstt- 
Rabie warfare. 

Whatever uoauthoriiedirrvgnlarity may haTS 
been committed by any of its troops, it would 
have been ready, acting on these principles of 
sacred and eternal obligation, to disavow, and 
as Tar as might be practicable, to repair. Bat 
in the plan of desolating warfare which your 
letter so explicitly makes known, and which is 
attempted to be excused on a pica so utterly 
groundless, tbe president perceives a spirit of 
deep-rooted hostjli^, which, without the evi- 
dence of such facts, he could not hnvo believed 
existed, or would have been carried to such on 
extremity. 

For tbe reparation of iiynrics, of whatever 
nature tbey may be, not sanctioned by the law 
of nations, which the naval or military forces 
of eitber power may have committed against 
the other, this government will always be ready 
to enter into reciprocal arraogcmunls. It is 
presumed tliat your government wiU neither 
expect or propose any wbich ore notreciproooL 

Bbonid your government adhere to a system 
ofdeaolationsoGontrary to the views a 'dpracUce 
of tbe United States, so revolting to humanity 
and repugnant to the sentiments and usage* of 
the civiliied world, whilst it will be seen with 
the deepest regret, it must and will he met with 

determination and constancy becoming a Itoe 
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been with extreme reluctance and concern 
that I have found myself compelled to adopt 
this system of devastation, I shall be equally 
gratified if the conduct of the executive of 
5ie United States will authorise my staying 
such proceedings, by making reparation to 
the sufiering inhabitants of Upper Canada ; 
thereby manifesting that if the destructive 
measures pursued by their army were ever 
sanctioned, they will no longer be permit- 
ted by the government. 



people, contending in a just cause for their 
essential rights and their dearest interests. 

I have the honour to be, w'th great consid- 
eration, sir, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant. 
Vice-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, 

commander in chief of his Britannic 

majesty's ships and vessels. 

JAMES MUNEOE. 

Mr, Madison* a Proclamation. 

Whereas, the enemy, by sudden incursion, 
have succeeded in invading the capital of the 
nation, defended at the moment by troops less 
numerous than their own, and almost entirely 
of the militia ; during their possession of which, 
though for a single day only, they wantonly 
destroyed the public edifices, having no relation 
in their structure to operations of war, nbr 
used at the time for military annoyance ; some 
of these edifices being also costly monuments of 
state, and of arts ; and the others, depositories 
of the public archives, not only precious to the 
nation, as the memorials of its origin and its 
early transactions, but interesting to all nations, 
as contributions to the general stools of histori- 
cal instruction and political science. 

And, whereas, advantage has been taken of 
the loss of a fort, more immediately guarding 
the neighbouring town of Alexandria, to place 
the town within a range of a naval force, too 
long and too much in the habit of abusing its 
superiority, wherever it can be applied, to re- 
quire, as the alternative of a general conflagra- 
tion, an undisturbed plunder of private property, 
which has been executed in a manner peculiarly 
distressing to the inhabitants, who had incon- 
siderately cast themselves on the justice and 
generosity of the victor. 

And, whereas, it now appears, by a direct 
aommunication from the British naval com- 
mander on the American station, to be his 
avowed purpose to employ the force under his 
direction, in destroying and laying waste such 
towns and districts upon the coast as may be 
found assailable ; addmg to this declaration the 
nsulting pretext, that it is in retaliation for a 
wanton destruction committed by the army of 
the United States in Upper Canada; when it is 
notoriouiir\hat no destruction has been com- 
mitted, which, notwithstanding the multiplied 
outrages previously committed by the enemy, 



I have the honour to be, sir, with much 
consideration, your most obedient humble 

servant. 

ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 

Vice-admiral and commander in chief of 
his Britannic majesty's ships and vessels 
upon the North American station. 

The hon. James Monroe, 
Secretary of State, &c. 
Washington. 



was not unauthorised, and promptly shewn to 
be so, and that the United States have been as 
constant in their endeavours to reclaim the 
enemy from such outrages, by the contrast dl 
their own example, as they have been ready to 
terminate, on reasonable condition, the war 
itself. 

And, whereas, these proceedings and declared 
purposes, which exhibit a deliberate disregard 
of the principles of humanity, and the rules of 
civilized warfare, and which must give to the 
existing war a character of extended devastation 
and barbarism, at the very moment of negocia- 
tion for peace, invited by the enemy himself, 
leave np prospect of safety to anything within 
the reach of his predatory and incendiary ope- 
rations, but in a manly and universal determi- 
nation to chastise and expel the invader. 

Now, therefore, I, James Madison, President 
of the Umted States, do issue this my procla- 
mation, exhorting all the good people, therefore, 
to unite their hearts and hands in giving effect 
to the ample means possessed for that purpose. 
I enjoin it on all officers, civil and military, to 
exert themselves in executing the duties with 
which they are respectively charged. And, 
more especially, I require the officers, com- 
manding the respective military districts, to be 
vigilant and alert in providing for the defence 
thereof; for the more effectual accomplishment 
of which, they are authorised to call to Uie de- 
fence of exposed and threatened places, propor- 
tions of the militia, most convenient thereto, 
whether they be, or be not, ports of the quotas 
detached for the service of the. United States, 
under requisitions of the general government. 

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to 
the proud feelings and patriotic devotion of the 
American people, none will forget what thej 
owe to themselves ; what they owe to their 
country; and the high destinies which await it; 
what to the glory acquired now, and to be 
maintained by their sons, with the augmented 
strength and resources wth which time and 
Heaven Have blessed them. In testimony 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the seal of the United States to be 
affixed to these presents. Done at Washington, 
Sept 1, 1814. 

By the President 

JAMES MADISON 

Jamxs Mukrob, Secretary of State. 
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Attack on Alexandria. — Sir Peter Parker's 
death. — Captain Gordon's terms. — Ingersol 
on Madison and Armstrong. — Demonstration 
against Baltimore. — General Smith's de- 
spatch. — Opinions of the American writers 
on the descent on Baltimore. — Plattsburgh. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Madison's proclama- 
tion given in our last chapter has been in- 
vested with on appearance of justice by the 
articles which appeared in the Annual Regis- 
ter, and by other passages, subsequently, in 
Mr. Macaulay's works. We confess we can- 
not regard this affair in the same light, 
and can only look on the proclamation as an 
attempt by Mr. Madison to cover his own defi- 
ciencies. In the first place, he terms an expe- 
dition, which he had been warned, two months 
previously, would be undertaken, a sudden in- 
cursion, and then endeavours to prove the 
ruthlessness of Sir George Oockbum in car- 
rying out his plans, by the assertion that 
"buildings having no relation to war were 
destroyed." 

When General Ross was fired at from the 
Capitol, did not that act render this building 
an object for legitimate attack ? And, in the 
destruction of the houses of Representatives, 
and the Treasury, was a worse act committed 
than when Colonel Campbell, of the United 
States army, destroyed the dwelling-house 
and other buildings of a Canadian, and Jus- 
tified the act, as according to the usagee of 
war, because a troop of British dn^oons 
had just fled from them ? 

Ingersol has made great capital out of an 
article which appeared in the Annwd Regia- 
24 . 



ier, for 1814, and that our readers may judge 
of the comments for themselves, we give the 
extract, taking it, not from Ingersol, but the 
Register itself. 

"By the capture of Washington, the 
American (jk)vemment not only sustained a 
severe loss in property, but incurred much 
reproach from the nation, especially from 
tho party adverse to the war, as having 
been the occasion of a disgrace which it had 
taken no effectual measures to prevent. A 
vulnerable part of the Republic was now ex- 
posed, and men's minds were impressed 
with a sense of imminent danger, where be- 
fore it had been regarded only as a remote 
possibility. On the other hand, it cannot 
be concealed, that the extent of devastation 
practised by the victors, brought a heavy 
censure upon the British character, not only 
in America, but on the continent of Europe. 
It is acknowledged, iJuU strict discipline was 
observed, while the troops were in possession 
of Washington, and private property was 
anxiously protected: but the destruction not 
only of every establishment connected with 
war, but of edifices consecrated to the pur- 
poses of civil government* and affording 
specimens of the advance of the fine arts 
among a rising people, was thot^ght an indul- 
gence of animosity more suitable to the 
times of barbarism, than to an age and na- 
tion in which hostility is softened by senti- 
ments of generosity and civilised policy.'' 

It will be seen, in this extract, that the 
writer distinctly says, not that the attack on 
Washington really was an act suited to bar- 
barous ages, but only that it was ihoughi to. 
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Mr. Ingersol, however, has not failed to 
quote this passage, and even so late as 1848, 
hints at a retaliation, to be accomplished by 
the bnming of London, and the destruction 
of the capital of the nation that taught Ame- 
rica her vulnerability, by the devastation of 
Washington. 

A great deal too has been made of the fact 
that Admiral Cochrane made prizes in the 
Ijominy River of a large quantity of tobacco, 
besides rescuing from slavery one hundred 
and thirty five slaves, and taking on board a 
number of cattle, to relieve his stores already 
overtaxed by the necessity of finding food 
for so many addditional mouths. 

Mr. O'Connor designates all this plundered 
property ; but Mr. O'Connor should have re- 
collected that he did not term the seizure of 
the North West Company's goods plunder, 
but held the capture as good prize by the 
maritime law of nations. We should wish, 
then, some American casuist to define the 
differences between the two cases. 

Two other expeditions were undertaken 
almost simultaneously with the attack on 
Washington — one on Alexandria, the other 
directed against a party of militia assembled 
at Waltham farm. 

The first of these was attended with con- 
. siderable success, as twenty 

Attack on Alexandria. , . i t ' , 

one merchant vessels, laden 
with sixteen thousand barrels of flour, a 
thousand hogsheads of tobacco, besides a 
considerable quantity of cotton and other 
articles were captured. The town of Alex- 
andria and its inhabitants, with all their 
property remained unmolested, as they had 
signified their readiness to submit without 
resistance to the invading party. 
The second expedition ended more disas- 
trously, and resulted in 
thcdeath of a very gallant 
oflicer. Sir Peter Parker, This ofiScer, while 
his ship wa» at anchor at Moor's fields, re- 
ceived information that two hundred Ameri- 
can riflemen were encamped behind a wood, 
about a mile from the beach, and deter- 
mined if possible to c&rrj the American 
camp by a night attack, and, on the evening 
of the 29th August, he made, at the head of 
nearly one hundred and forty men, a most 
gallant attack on the American position. 



(Kr Peter Parker's deaiii. 



The enemy were, however, very strongly 
posted, and after a sharp struggle the British 
fell back, in consequence of the death of their 
leader. Sir Peter Parker. It must not be 
omitted that the retreat of the British seamen 
did not commence until they had seen their 
opponents in full retreat before them. 

On the 3rd of September the British troops, 
under Captain Gordon, began a retrograde 
march from Alexandria, and by the 9th, al- 
though many diflSculties presented themselves 
by a combination of skill, diligence, and 
good fortune, the British Commander was 
enabled to withdraw and anchor his whole 
squadron in perfect safety. 

Ingersol seems determined always to find 
some excuse for his countrymen, and, in the 
present instance, although none was required, 
he is' prepared to assign a reason for the non- 
defence of Alexandria. In the first place the 
Captain commanding was guilty of miscon- 
duct and was cashiered. Secondly, the Com- 
mon Council were inimical to Mr. Madison's 
administration. Would it not have sufficed 
for Mr. Ingersol to state that the Sea Horse 
and Euryalus frigates with some other smaller 
vessels lay off the town, and that there could 
be no hesitation on the part of the defenceless 
inhabitants, the fighting portion of which 
did not exceed one hundred militia men, in 
chosing between security and total ruin. 

American writers have exhausted the vo- 
cabulary of abuse in finding epithets to launch 
against Captain Gordon's acts, but to show 
how undeserved were their attacks it is but 
necessary to transcribe theconditions imposed 
on the citizens of Alexandria. 

The town of Alexandria (with the exception 
of public works) shall not be 
destroyed, unless hostilities are 
commenced on the part of the Americans, 
nor shall the inhabitants be molested in any 
manner whatsoever, or their dwelling houses 
entered, if the following articles are complied 
with: — 

Article 1. All naval and ordnance stores 
must be immediately given up. 

Article 2. Possession will be immediately 
taken of all the shipping, and their furniture 
must be sent on board by the owners without 
delay. 



€k>rdon's terms. 
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Article 3. Merchandise of every description 
must be instantly delivered up, and to prevent- 
any irregularities that might be committed 
in its embarkation the merchants have it in 
their option to load the vessels generally em- 
ployed for that purpose, when they will be 
towed off by us. 

Article 4. Refreshments of every descrip- 
tion to be supplied to the ships, und paid for at 
the market price hy hills on the British Govern- 
ment. 

Article 5» Officers will be appointed to 
see that these articles are strictly complied 
with, and any deviation or non-compliance 
on the part of the inhabitants of Alexandria 
will render this treaty null and void. 

American historians when descanting on 
these terms are but too apt to dwell on Arti- 
cle No. 3, but we should recommend to their 
especial notice also No. 4, paticularly as this 
Article was strictly complied with, and not 
an article of food was taken on board the 
vessels without full and prompt payment. 
Even the Government organs at Baltimore, 
when indulging in every species of vitupera^ 
tion did not dare to deny this. 

Ingersol is silent on the subject and mere- 
ly contents himself with designating the 
prizes made as spoil, we should however like 
Mr. Ingersol to say what difference existed 
between the West Indiamen or South Sea 
whalers captured at sea by the Americans 
and merchant vessels captured in an enemy's 

port. 

Ingersol is very bitter on both Mr. Madi- 
son and Gene- 
ral Armstrong, 
on the one for his poltroonery, and on the 
latter for his contemptuous indifference of 
what was going on around him. He says, — 
** Emerging from his hiding-place, and 
soon informed of the enemy's precipitate de- 
parture, the President likewiiya turned his 
steps towards deserted Washington, where 
his presence was the signal of universal re- 
onperation — ^his own, the capital, and the 
country — risen like Antaeus firom his fall. 
Such are war's yicissitudes and oompensa- 
tions. At Georgetown, at the tavon, in the 
apple orchard, and at the hovel in the woods, 
the commander-in-ohief of the army and 
navy of the United States, and of the militia 



Ingornol on M:idbjoii and Armstrong. 



of the several states, when called into actual 
service, forces then afoot exceeding one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand men, drank the bit- 
ter Ices of public disgrace, and suffered many 
of the pains and penalties inflicted ou power 
degraded: encompassed by crowds of his 
countrymen, flying from their desolated 
dwellings, many of them in arms, crying 
aloud for his downfall, begrudging even his 
wife the sanctuary of a common inn : both 
the reviled and revilers pursued by resistless 
foes, bent on the indiscriminate destruction 
of all alike. The night following came some 
compensation for such punishment — the last 
night of Madison's exile, and eve of his re- 
storation to almost universal favor. It was 
spent in the family of Quaker hosts, stran- 
gers to him, and conscientious adversaries of 
all war, who, with primitive hospitality, 
welcomed friend Madison, entertaining him 
and his outcast comrades in misfortime with 
the kindest and most touching attentions. 
Refreshed by sweet repose under the Quaker 
roof, they returned next day to Washington ; 
and on the way were joined by General 
Armstrong. After his suggestion to fortify 
and defend the Capitol was, with his own 
acquiescence, overruled by General Winder 
and Colonel Monroe, the Secretary of War 
rode to his lodgings in the city, provided 
himself with a change of clothes and one of 
Scott's novels, with which he withdrew to a 
farm-house in Maryland, where he was found 
next morning, quietly enjoying his romance. 
Coldly accosted by every one of the Presi- 
dent's party, except Mr. Madison, whose be- 
haviour was as usual, the war secretary felt 
the first symptoms of that nearly universal 
aversion which marked his return to Wash- 
ington, and protested against his continuance 
in the war department. Never well liked 
by Madison, who yielded to the political, 
local, and critical inducements which took 
General Armstrong, from commanding the 
garrison and important station of the city of 
New York, into the cabinet, his contempt 
for all bat regular troops, and for party, if 
not popularity, his military and aristocratic 
democracy, supine and sarcastic deportment 
and conversation, habitual disparagement of 
the wilderness capital, the negligence im- 
pnted to him of its defences, and his opinion 
frequentij ezpzessed, that it was too insig- 
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nificant to be in danger, fomenting the de- 
sire men have of a sacrifice, filled Washing- 
ton with his enemies, then fevered to animosity 
by its destruction, and festered to rancorous 
hate. Men require victims, and it was na- 
tural to make them of Armstrong and Win- 
|h der, as alone guilty of what all the rest were 
to blame for, and, which were in fact, infirmi- 
ties of republican institutions. The fall of 
Washington endangered the removal of the 
seat of government from a place which both 
east and west began to disparage. Leading 
men Ihere, Charles Carroll, of Bellevue, whose 
hospitable villa stood on the picturesque 
heights of Georgetown ; John Mason, with 
his elegant residence on Analostan island, 
on the Potomac, at their feet; John Van 
Ness, a large landlord in the heart of the 
city, with many more whose property was 
threatened with sudden and ruinous depre- 
ciation, intimates and supporters of Madison, 
to personal, party, and patriotic attachments, 
joined solicitude for their homesteads, in- 
stinctive and irrepressible beyond all reason. 
The district militia swore that they would 
break their swords rather than wield them, 
directed by such a Secretary of War ; and 
Georgetown sent a deputation to the Presi- 
dent to tell him so, consisting of three re- 
monstrants, one of whom was Hanson, editor 
of the newspaper most abusive of his admin- 
istration ; and another, McKenny, then con- 
triving to promote Munroe's election as 
Madison's successor. Refusing to receive 
such envoys, too wise and just to give way 
to local clamor, but too mild and forbearing 
to spurn or rebuke it, the Presidant com- 
promised with what Armstrong stigmatised 
as a village mob, by advising him to with- 
draw temporarily from its vengeance, if he 
'did not even intimate a wish that the Secre- 
tary of War would relinquish his official 
superintendence of the District of Columbia, 
promising shortly to restore him to all his 
faculties. General Armstrong could not re- 
main, under such disadvantages, a member 
of his administration. The averted counte- 
• nances of all the President's associates, 
when first met after the defeat, all cold, and 
one of them, Mr. Carroll, insulting, told the 
-•ecretary that he could not stay, even though 
ikisdife had not been threatened by the mili- 



tary mob he defied, without forfeiting the 
independence he maintained. Retiring, there- 
fore, after his interview with the President, 
and by his advice, to Baltimore, on the 3rd 
September, 1814, in the federal journal of 
that city, he published an indignant resig- 
nation of a place, which, throughout his in- 
cumbency, was one of continual quarrels 
with the generals he superintended, and of 
their disastrous miscarriages of the cam- 
paigns he projected. At his residence on 
the North River be survived till more than 
eighty years old. Having bravely served in 
the army of the Revolution, been the organ 
of its almost rebellious complaints by the 
Newbcrg letters which he wrote, appointed 
to high public trusts at home and abroad bj 
Presidents Washington, Jefferson, and Ma- 
dison, he closed his life, by military annals 
of the war of 1812, remarkable for accurate 
narrative, polished diction, and manly tone." 



A few days after the Washington Expedi- 
tion, it was de- 
Demonstration agalmit Baltimore. . . ... 

termined that a 
demonstration should be made against Balti- 
more, and that, if there appeared to be any 
reasonable prospect of success, the demon- 
stration should become a real expedition, 
the policy of this demonstration was apparent, 
when we consider that tlie Java frigate and 
several sloops and smaller vessels of war were 
lying there, and that an immense quantity 
of naval stores were deposited in the arsenal, 
the loss of which could not but inflict a heavy 
blow on the American Government. 

Influenced by these considerations Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, Admiral Cockbum, and 
General Ross began to make the necessary 
arrangements, and from the 1st to the llth 
all was a scene of busy preparation. On the 
12th the troops landed at North Point, at 
the entrance of the River Patapsco, while the 
frigates, bom^ vessels, and flotilla worked up 
the Patapsco, as well as the shoal water per- 
mitted, in order to co-operate with the army 
by an attack on Fort McHenry, and the other 
batteries about two miles from the City. 

The Americans had so long sustuned along 
the banks of the Chesapeake a series of 
humiliations, that it would almost appear as 
if^ in relating the descent on Baltimore, their 
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historians had determined to wipe away the Having laid before the reader this state- 
disgrace which had been incurred, by making ment of numbers we proceed to the expedi- 
the most of that affair. Accordingly we tion itself, and begin with an extract from 
find from Ingersol to Smith, not even ex- Col. Brooke's letter, adding to it Sir Alexan- 
ccpting Armstrong, that the British force der Cochrane's and Admiral Cockbum'i 
was magnified in the same ratio that their despatches, giving in our notes also an extract 
own was diminished. We must, however, from General Smith's despatch* to the Secre- 
do Armstrong the justice to observe that he tary at War. 

was the most moderate, and only made the u j^^^^^ ^^^ ^^jj^^ ^^^^^^ ^j^jg ^^^^^ ^^^ 
British as six to three. advance became engaged ; the country was 

We are fortunately in possession of the here closely wooded, and the enemy's rifle- 
exact number of troops that were landed at mon were enabled to conceal themselves. — 
North Point, and we will proceed to examine At this moment, the gallant General Rosa 
how much truth exists in the various Amen- received a wound in his breast which proved 
can statements. mortal. Ho only survived to recommend a 

__ ,.,,,, , , young and unprovided family to the proteo- 

The troops which landed under the com- *• ^f h* k (\ t 

mand of General Ross consisted of detach- 

mentsofRoyalandMarineArtillery,therem. "ThusfoU, at an early age, one of the 
nantsofthelstbattalionsofthe4th,2l8t,and brightest ornaments of his profession; one 
44th regiments, and the 85th regiment, the ^^^' ^^'^'^^^ *^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ a regiment, a 
1st and 2nd battalions of Marines from the ^"«^^*^' ^'^ ^n>8» had alike displayed the 
ships, and a body of six hundred seamen, ^^""^^ ^^ command ; who was not less 
'under Captain Edward Crofton; the whole ^^^^^^'^ ^is private than enthusiasU^lly 

u • au- I. i I. J 1 J admired m his public character ; and whose 

numbering thirty-two hundred and seventy ,/.!.<.. , , , 

, , „, only fault if it may be deemed so, was an 

'* excess of gallantry, enterprise, and devotion 

Here we have the official return of num- to the service, 

bers, yet American writers, pretending to be ,. jf ^^^^ j^ ^^^^ permitted to a soldier to 

historians, have not scrupled to swell the i^^^^^ ^y^^^^ ^^^ ^^11 i„ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

British numbers to eight, nine, and ten j^^^^j^ j^ ^^is instance, claim that melan- 

thousand. We look in vain in General Smith's q^oIv priviloee. 
dispatch for some clue as to the American 

numbers. We are, however, luckily, able "Thus it is, that the honour of addressing 

from various admissions made by the diffe- y^^^ Lordship, and the command of this 

rentwritors, to approximate somewhat closely ^nny, have devolved upon me ; duties which 

to the real state of the case. For instance, ^^^^^ ^ny other circumstances, might Lave 

we gather from Mr. Thompson that General ^^^ embraced as the most enviable gifts of 

Strieker's brigade, besides several companies ^^^*^°® J ^"^ ^^^^ ^ venture to solicit, 

of Pennsylvania militia, amounted to three through your lordship, his royal Highness 

thousand one hundred and eighty-five men. ^® ^"^^^^ Regent's consideration to the 

This was exclusive of the men stationed at " 

the forts and batteries, who mustered one * Extract from Major-Gcneral Smith's Despatch, 

thousand strong, and when we add to these About the time General Strieker had taken 

numbers the men stationed along the whole !l*® K^^^jJ just mentioned, he was joined by 
,. «, , .. . 1 , ,T . Bngadier-General Winder, who had been 

lincof brea8tworks,estimated,by theprisoners stationed on the west side of the city, but was 

taken, at four thousand, we find that, instead now ordered to march with Geocral Douglas's 
of being numerically inferior to the British, brigade of Virginia militia, and the United 
.1 A . .1 J 1 1 J xt. • States' Draeoons, under Captain Bird, and take 

the Americans more than doubled their as- ^^^^ ^^ ^^\^ ^^ General Strieker. During 

sailants, and considerably exceeded eight these movements, the brigades of Generals 
thousand men.* Stransbury and Foreman, the seamen and 
marines under Commodore Rodgers, the Penn- 



* Sketches of the War, p. 840. f Two miles from North Pomt 
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circomstimces of my succeeding, during 
operations of so much moment, to an officer 
of such high and established merit. 

" Our advance continuing to press forward, 
the enemy's light troops were pushed to 
within five miles of Baltimore, where a corps 
of about 6000 men, six pieces of artillery, 
and some hundred cavalry, were discovered 
posted under cover of a wood, drawn up in 
a very dense order, and lining a strong paling, 
which crossed the main road nearly at right 
angles. The creeks and inlets of the Patap- 
SCO and Black rivers, which approach each 
other at this point, will in some measure 
account for the contracted nature of the 
enemy's position. 

" I immediately ordered the necessary dis- 
positions for a general attack. The light 
brigade under the command of Major Jones, 
of the 4th, consisting of the 85th light infan- 
try, under Major Gubbins, and the light 
companies of the army, under Major Pringle, 
of the 21st, covered the whole of the front, 
driving the enemy's skirmishers with great 
loss on his main body. The 4th regiment, 
under Major Faunce, by a detour through 
some hollow ways, gained, unperceived, a 
lodgment close upon the enemy's left. The 
remainder of the light brigade, under the 
command of the honourable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mullins, consisting of the 44th 
regiment under Major Johnson, the marines 
of the fleet under Captain Robbins, and a 
detachment of seamen under Captain Money 
of the Trave, formed a lino along the enemy's 
front; while the left brigade, under Colonel 
Patterson, consisting of the 2l8t regiment, 
commanded by Major Whitaker, the 2nd 
battalion of marines by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Malcolm, and a detachment of marines by 
, Major Lewis, remained in columns on the 
road, with orders to deploy to his left, and 
press the enemy's right, the moment the 
ground became sufficiently open to admit of 
that movement. 

" In this order, the signal being given, the 
whole of the troops advanced rapidly to the 



sylvania volunteers under Colonel Cobean and 
Findley, tho Baltimore artillery under Colonel 
Harris, and the marine artillery under Captain 
Stiles, mahncd the trenches and tho batteries 
— all prepared to receive the enemy. We re- 
mained in this situation during the night. 



charge. In less than fifteen minutea, the 
enemy's force being utterly broken and 
dispersed, fled in every direction over the 
country, leaving on the field two pieces of 
cannon, with a considerable number of 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

''The enemy lost, in this short but brillijaiit 
affidir, from 500 to 600 in killed and wounded; 
while at the most moderate computation he 
is at least 1000 hors de combat. The 5Ui 
regiment of militia, in particular, has been 
represented as nearly annihilated. 

'' The day being now far advanced, and the 
troops (as is always the case on the first 
march after disembarkation) much fatigued, 
we halted for the night on the ground of 
which the enemy had been disposeesed* — 
Here, I received a communication from Vice- 
Admiral the Honourable Sir A. Cochrane, 
informing mo that the frigates, bomb-ehipg, 
and flotilla of the fleet, would on the ensuing 
morning, take their stations as previously 
proposed. 

" At day-break on the 13th, the army again 
advanced, and at ten o'clock I occupied a 
favourable piibition eastward of Baltimore, 
distant about a mile and a half, and from 
whence I could reconnoitre, at my leisure, 
the defences of that town. 

" Baltimore is completely surrounded by 
strong but detached hills, on which the enemy 
had constructed a chain of palisaded redoubts, 
connected by a small breast-work ; I have, 
however, reason to think, that the defence to 
the northward and westward of the place, 
were in a very unfinisheil state. Chinkapin 
hill, which lay in front of our position, 
completely commands the town; this was 
the strongest part of the line, and here the 
enemy seemed most apprehensive of an 
attack. These works were defended, accord- 
ing to the best information which we could 
obtain, by about 15,000 men, with a large 
train of artillery. 

"Judging it perfectly feasible, with the 
description of forces under my command, I 



On Tuesday, tho enemy appeared in front of 
my entrenchments, at the distance of two miles 
on the Philadelphia road, from whence he had 
a full view of our position. He manoeuvred 
during the morning towards our left, asif with 
the intention of making a circuitous march, and 
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made arrangements for a night-attack, daring 
which the superiority of the enemy's artillery 
would not hare been so much felt; and 
Captain McDougall, the bearer of these 
despatches, will have the honor to point out 
to your lordship, those particular points 
of the line which I had proposed to act on. 
During the erening, however, I received a 
communication from the commander-in-chief 
of the naval forces, by which I was informed 
that, in consequence of the entrance to the 
harbour being closed up by vessels sunk for 
that purpose by the enemy, a naval co-ope- 
ration against the town and camp was found 
impracticable. 

"Under these circumstances, and keeping 
in view your lordship's instructions, it was 
agreed between the Yice-Admiral and my- 
self, that the capture of the town would not 
have been a sufficient equivalent to the loss 
which might probably be sustained in storm- 
ing the heights. 

" Having formed this resolution ; afler 
compelling the enemy to sink upwards of 
20 vessels in different parts of the harbour ; 
causing the citizens to remove almost the 
whole of their property to places of more 
security inland ; obliging the government tc 
concentrate all the military force of the 
surrounding states ; harassing the militia, 
and forcing them to collect from very remote 
districts ; causing the enemy to bum a valu- 
able rope-walk, with other public buildings, 
in order to clear the glacis in front of their 
redoubts, besides having beaten and routed 
them in a general action, I retired on the 
14th, three miles from the position which I 
had occupied, where I halted during some 
hours. 

•* This tardy movement was partly caused 
l>y an expectation that the enemy might 
possibly be induced to move out of his 
intrenchments and follow us ; but he profited 
by the lesson which he had received on the 
12th ; and towards the evening I retired the 

troops about three miles and a half fur- 
1 

coining down on the Harford or York roads. 
Generals Winder and Strieker were ordered to 
adapt their movements to those of the enemy, 
so as to baffle this supposed intention. They 
executed this order with great skill and judg- 
2Dcnt» by taking an advantegoous position 



ther, where I took up my ground for the 
night. 

** Having ascertained, at a late hour on 
the morning of the 15th, that the enemy 
had no disposition to quit his intrenchments 
I moved down and re-embarked the army at 
North Point, not leaving a man behind, and 
carrying with me about 200 prisoners, being 
persons of the best families in the city, and 
which number might have been very consi- 
derably increased, was not the fatigue of the 
troops an object principally to be avoided. 

" I have now to remark to your lordship, 
that nothing could surpass the zeal, unan- 
imity and ardour, displayed by every descrip- 
tion of force, whether naval, military, or 
marine, during the whole of these operations. 

" I am highly indebted to Yice-Admiral Sir 
A. Cochrane, commander-in-chief of tha 
naval forces, for the active assistance and 
zealous co-operation, which he was ready, 
upon every occasion to afford me ; a dispo- 
sition conspicuous in every branch of the 
naval service, and which cannot fail to en- 
sure success to every combined operation of 
this armament 

** Captain Edward Croflon, commanding 
the brigade of seamen appointed to the small 
arms, for the animated and enthusiastic 
example which he held forth to his men, 
deserves my approbation : as do also Captains 
Nourse, Money, Sullivan, and Ramsay, R.N., 
for the steadiness and good order which they 
maiutained in their several directions. 

** I feel every obligation to Rear-Admiral 
Cockbum, for the counsel and assistance 
which he afforded me, and from which 1 
derived the most signal benefit 

I have the honotir to be, &c., 

ARTHUR BROOKE, CoL com. 

KUled— 39; Wounded— 251. 

From Sir Alexander Cochram to Mr, Croker, 

H.M.S. Tonnant Chesapeake, Sept 184L 

** Sib, — I request that you will be pleased to 

inform my lords commissioners of the admi- 



stretching from my left across the country 
when the enemy was likely to approach the 
quarter he seemed to threaten. This movement 
induced the enemy to concentrate his forces 
(between one and two o'clock), in my front, 
pushing his advance to within a mile of us^ 
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raltj, that the approaching equinoctial new 
moon rendering it unsafe to proceed im- 
mediately out of the Chesapeake with the 
combined expedition, to act upon the plans 
which had been concerted previous to the 
departure of the Iphigenia ; major-general 
Ross and myself resolved to occupy the in- 
termediate time* to advantage, by making a 
demonstration upon the- city of Baltimore 
which might bo converted into a real attack, 
should circumstances appear to justify it ; 
and, as our arrangements were soon made, I 
proceeded up this river, and anchored off 
the mouth of the Patapsco, on the 11th inst. 
where the frigates and smaller vessels en- 
tered at a convenient distance for landing the 
troops. 

" At an early hour the next morning, the 
disembarkation of the army was effected 
without opposition, having attached to it a 
brigade of 600 seamen, under captain £. 
Crofton, (late of the Leopard), the second 
battalion of marines, the marines of the 
squadron, and the colonial black marines 
Rear-admiral Cockbum accompanied the 
general, to advise and arrange as might be 
deemed necessary for our combined efforts. 

** So soon as the army moved forward, 1 
hoisted my flag in the Surprbe, and with 
the remainder of the frigates, bombs, sloops, 
and the rocket-ship, passed further up the 
river, to render what co-operation could be 
found practicable. 

" While the bomb-vessels were working up 
in order that we might open our fire upon 
the enemy's fort at day-break next morning, 
an account was brought to me, that major- 
general Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy 
had received a mortal wound by a musket- 
ball, which closed his glorious career before 
he could be brought off to the ship. 

" It is a tribute due to the memory of this 
gallant and respected officer, to pause in my 
relation, while I lament the loss that his 
majesty's service and the army of which he 
was one of the brightest ornaments, have 

driving in our videttcs, and showing an inten- 
tion of attacking us that evening. I imrae- 
diatoly drew Generals Winder and Strieker, 
nearer to the left of my entrenchments, and to 
the right of the enemy, with the intention of 
their falling on his right or rear, should he at- 



sustained by his death. The unanimity and 
the zeal, which he manifested on every oo- 
casion, while I had the honour of serving 
with him, gave life and ease to the most 
arduous undertakings. Too heedless of his 
personal security when in the field, his de- 
votion to the care and honour of his army 
has caused the termination of his valuable 
life. The major-general has left a wife and 
family, for whom I am confident his grate- 
ful country vnll provide. 

" The skirmish which had deprived the 
army of its brave general, was a prelude to 
a most decisive victory over the flower of 
the enemy's troops. Colonel Brooke, on 
whom the command devoled, having pushed 
forward our force to within five miles of 
Baltimore, where the enemy, about 6000 or 
7000, had taken up an advanced position, 
strengthened by field-pieces, and where he 
had disposed himself, apparently with the 
intention of making a determined resistance^ 
fell upon the enemy with such impetuosity, 
that he was obliged soon to give way, and 
fly in every direction, leaving on the field of 
battle a considerable number of killed and 
wounded, and two pieces of cannon. 

" For the particulars of this brilliant affair, 
I beg leave to refer their lordships to rear, 
admiral Cockburn's despatch, transmitted 
herewith. 

"At day-break the next morning, the bombs 
having taken their stations within shell-range^ 
supported by the Surprise, with the other 
frigates and sloops, opened their fire upon 
the fort that protected the entrance of the 
harbour, and I had now an opportunity of 
observing the strength and preparations of 
the enemy. 

"The approach to the town on the land side 
was defended by commanding heights, upon 
which was constructed a chain of redoubts, 
connected by a breast-work, with a ditch in 
front, an extensive train of artillery, and a 
shew offorce that was reported to be from 15 
to 20,000 men. 
^ 

tack me ; or, if he declined it, of attacking him 
in the morning. To this movement, and to the 
strength of my defence, which the enemy had 
the fairest opportunity of observing, I am in- 
duced to attribute his retreat, which was com- 
menced at half-past one o'clock on Wednesday 
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** The entrance by sea, within which the I 
town is retired nearly three miles, was en- 
tirely obstructed by a barrier of vessels 
sunk at the mouth of the harbour, defended 
inside by gun-boats, flanked on the right by 
a strong and regular fortification, and on the 
left by a battery of several heavy guns. 

** These preparations rendering it imprac- 
ticable to afford any essential co-operation I 
by sea, I considered that an attack on the 
enemy's strong position by the army only, 
with such disparity of force, though confi- 
dent of success, might risk a greater loss 
than the possession of the town would com- 
pensate for, while holding in view the 
ulterior operations of this force in the con- 
templation of his majesty's government ; and 
therefore, as the primary object of our 
movement had been already fully accom- 
plished, I communicated my observations to 
Colonel Brooke, who, coinciding with me in 
opinion, it was mutually agreed that we 
should withdraw. 

" The following morning, the army began 
leisurely to retire ; and so salutary was the 
effect produced on the enemy by the defeat 
he had experienced, that, notwithstanding 
every opportunity was offered for his repeat- 
ing the conflict, with an infinite superiority, 
our troops re-embarked without molestation. 
The ships of war dropped down as the army 
retired. 

** The result of this demonstration has been 
the defeat of the army of the enemy, the de- 
struction, by themselves, of a quantity cf 
shipping, the burning of an extensive rope- 
walk, and other public erections ; the 
causing of them to remove their property 
from the city, and above all, the collecting 
and harrassing of the armed inhabitants 
from the surrounding country ; producing a 
total stagnation of their commerce, and 
heaping upon them considerable expenses, 
at the same time effectually drawing off their 
attention and support from other important 
quarters. 

morning. In this he was so favored by the ex- 
treme darkness, and a continued rain, that we 
did not discover it until day-light. 

I have now the pleasure of calling your at- 
tention to the brave commander of Fort 



' ' It has been a source of the greatest grati- 
fication to me, the continuance of that 
unanimity existing between the two services, 
which I have before noticed to their lord- 
ships ; and I have reasons to assure them, 
that the command of the army has fallen up- 
on a most zealous and able officer in colonel 
Brooke, who has followed up a system of 
cordiality that had been so beneficially 
adopted by his much-lamented chief. 

'' Rear-admiral Cockbum, to whom I had 
confided that part of the naval service which 
was connected with the army, evinced his 
usual seal and ability, and executed his im- 
portant trust to my entire satisfaction. 

"Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated the 
collection, debarkation, and re-embarkation 
of the troops, and the supplies they required, 
has merited my best thanks for his indefati- 
gable exertions ; and I have to express my 
acknowledgements for the counsel and as- 
sistance which, in all our operations, I have 
received from Rear-admiral Codrington, the 
captain of the fleet. 

" The captains of the squadron, who were 
employed on the v^ious duties a-float, were 
all emulous to promote the service in which 
they were engaged, and, with the officers 
acting under them, are entitled to my fullest 
approbation. 

** I beg leave to call the attention of their 
lordships to the report Rear-admiral Cook- 
burn has made, of the meritorious and 
gallant conduct of the naval brigade ; as 
well as to the accompanying letter from 
colonel Brooke, expressing his obligation to 
captain Edward Crofbon, who commanded, 
and captains T. B.Sullivan, Rowland, Money, 
and Robert Ramsay, who had charge of di- 
visions; and I have to recommend theise 
officers, together with those who are par- 
ticularly noticed by the Rear-admiral, to 
their lordship's favourable consideration. 

" Captain Robyns, of the royal marines 
who commanded the marines of the squad- 
ron on this occasion, and in the operations 

M'Henry, Major Armistead, and to the opera- 
tions confined to that quarter. The enemy 
made his approach by water at the same time 
that his army was aclvancing on the land, and 
commenced a discharge of bombs and rockets 
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against Washington, being severelj wounded, 
I beg leave to bring him to their lordship's re- 
collection, as having been frequently noticed 
for his gallant conduct during the services 
in the Chesapeake, and to recommend him 
with Lieutenant Sampson Marshall, of the 
Diadem, who is dangerously wounded, to 
their lordship's favour and protection. 

"FirstrLieutenant John Lawrence, of the 
Royal Marine Artillery, who commanded 
ihe rocket-brigade, has again rendered es- 
sential service, and is highly spoken of by 
Colonel Brooke. 

" Captain Edward Crofton, who will have 
the honor of delivering this despatoh, is 
competent to explain any further particulars ; 
and I beg leave to recommend him to their 
Lordships' protection, as a most zealous and 
'intelligent officer. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 

Vice-Admiral, and Commander in Chief. 
To John Wilson Croker, Esq. &c. 

From Bear-Admiral Cockbum io Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane, 

H.M. S. Severn, in the Patapsco. 
15th Sept., 1814. 
Sir, — In furtherance of the instructions I 
had the honor to receive from you on the 
11th instant, I landed at day-light on the 
12th with Major-General Ross, and the force 
under his command, at a place the General 
and myself had previously fixed upon, near 
to North-point, at the entrance of the Pa- 
tapsco ; and, in conformity with his wishes, I 
determined on remaining on shore, and ac- 
companying the army, to render him every 
assistance within my power during the con- 
templated movements and operations ; there- 
fore, as soon as our landing was completed, 
I directed Captain Nourse, of this ship, to 
advance up to the Patapsco with the frigate, 
sloop, and bomb-ships, to bombard the fort, 
and threaten the water approach to Balti- 
more, and I moved on with the army and 
seamen (under Captain Edward Crofton) at- 

at the fort, as soon as he got within range of it. 
The situation of Major Armistead was peculi- 
arly trying — the enemy having taken his posi- 
tion at such a distance, as to render ofifensive, 
operations on the part of the fort entirely fruit- 



tached to it, on the direct road leading to 
the above mentioned town. 

''We had advanced about five miles, (with- 
out any other occurrence than taking pri- 
soners a few light horse-men,) when the 
General and myself, being with the advanced 
guard, observed a division of the enemy 
posted at the turning of the road, extending 
into a wood on our left ; a sharp fire was al- 
most immediately opened upon us, and as 
quickly returned with considerable effect by 
our advanced guard, which pressing steadily 
forward, soon obliged the enemy to run off 
with the utmost precipitation, leaving be- 
hind him several men killed and wounded ; 
but it is with the most heartfelt sorrow I 
have to add, that in this short and desultory 
skirmish, my gaUant and highly valued 
friend, the Miyor-General, received a musket- 
ball through his arm into his breast, which 
proved fatal to him on his way to the water- 
side for re-embarkation. 

'* Our country, sir, has lost in him one of 
ite best and bravest soldiers ; and those who 
knew him, as 1 did, a friend most honored 
and beloved ; and 1 trust, sir, I may be for- 
given for considering it a sacred duty I owe 
to him to mention here, that whilst his 
wounds were binding up, and we were 
placing him on the bearer which was to 
carry him off the field, he assured me that 
the wounds he had received in the perform- 
ance of his duty to his country, caused him 
not a pang ; but he felt alone anxiety for a 
wife and family, dearer to him than his life , 
whom, in the event of the fatal termination 
he foresaw, he recommended to the protec- 
tion and notice of his Majesty's government, 
and the coimtry. 

" Colonel Brooke, on whom the command 
of the array now devolved, having come up, 
and the body of our troops haying closed 
with the advance, the whole proceeded for- 
ward about two miles further, where wo ob- 
served the enemy in force drawn up before 
us ; (apparently about 6000 or 7000 strong ;) 
on perceiving our army, he filed off into a 

less, whilst their bombs and rockets were every 
moment falling in and about it — the officers and 
men, at the same time entirely exposed. The 
vessels, however, had the temerity to approach 
somewhat nearer — they were as soon compelled 
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large and estensiTO wood on his right, from 
which he commenced a canoliade cm us from 
his field-pieces, and drew up his men be- 
hind a thi/:k paling, where he appeared de- 
termined to make his stand. Our field guns 
answered his with an evident advantage ; 
and so soon as Colonel Brooke had made the 
necessary dispositions, the attack was order- 
ed, and executed in the highest style possi- 
ble. The enemy opened his musketry on us 
from his whole line, immediately we ap- 
proached within reach of it, and kept up his 
fire till we reached and entered the wood, 
when he gave way in every direction, and 
was chased by us a considerable distance 
with great slaughter, abandoning his post at 
the Meeting-house, situated in this wood, and 
leaving all his wounded, and two of his field- 
guns, in our possession. 

** An advance of this description, against 
superiornumbersof an enemy so posted, could 
not be effected without loss. I have the 
honor to enclose a return of what has been 
suffered by those of the naval department, 
acting with the army on this occasion ; and 
it is, sir, with the greatest pride and pleasure 
I report to you, that the brigade of seamen 
and small arms, commanded by Captain 
E. Crofton, assistetl by Captain Sullivan, 
Money, and Ramsay, (the three senior com- 
manders with the fleet), who commanded 
divisions under him, behaved with a gallantry 
and steadiness which would have done honor 
to the oldest troops, and which attracted the 
admiration of the army. The seamen under 
Mr. Jackson, master's mate of the Tonnant, 
attached to the rocket brigade, commanded 
by the first-Lieutenant Lawrence, of the 
marines, behaved also with equal skill and 
bravery. The marines, landed from the ships 
under the command of Captain Robyns, the 
senior officer of that corps, belonging to 
the fleet, behaved with their usual gallantry. 

** Although, sir, in making to you my re- 
port of this action, I know it is right I should 
confine myself to mentioning only the con- 
duct of those belonging to the naval depart- 
ment, yet I may be excused for venturing 

to witlnlraw. During the night, whilst the 
enoiiiy on the land was retreating, and whilst 
the bombardment was most severe, two or three 
rocket vessels and barges succeeded in getting 



further to state to you, generally, the high 
admiration with which I viewed the conduct 
of the whole army, and the ability and gal- 
lantry with which it was managed, and 
headed, by its brave Colonel, which insured 
to it the success it met with. 

''The night being fast approaching, and the 
troops much fatigued. Colonel Brooke deter- 
mined on remaining for the night on the 
field of battle ; and, on the morning of the 
13th, leaving a small guard at the Meeting- 
house to collect and protect the wounded, 
we a^in moved forwards towards Baltimore ; 
on approaching which it was found to be de- 
fended by extremely strong works on every 
side, and immediately in front of us by an 
extensive hill, on which was an entrenched 
camp, and great quantities of artillery ; and 
the information we collected, added to what 
we observed, gave us to believe that there 
were at least, within their works, from 15 to 
20,000 men. Colonel Brooke lost no time in 
reconnoitring these defences; after which, 
he made his arrangement for storming, da- 
ring the ensuing night, with his gallant little 
army, the entrenched camp in our front, 
notwithstanding all the difficulties which it 
presented. The subsequent communications 
which we opened with you, however, induced 
him to relinquish again the idea, and there- 
fore yesterday morning the army retired 
leisurely to the Meeting-house, where it 
halted for som^ hours to make the necessary 
arrangements respecting the wounded and 
the prisoners taken on the 12th, which 
being completed, it made a further short 
movement in the evening towards the place 
where it had disembarked, and where it ar- 
rived this morning for re^mbarkation, with- 
out suffering the slightest molestation from 
the enemy ; who, in spite of his superiority 
of number, did not even venture to look at 
us during the slow and deliberate retreat. 

" As you, sir, were in person with the ad- 
vanced frigates, sloops, and bomb-vessels, 
and as, from the road the army took, I did 
not see them after quitting the beach, it 
would be superfluous for me to make any re- 

up the Ferry Branch, but they were soon com- 
pelled to retire^ by the forts in that quarter, 
commanded by' Lieutenant Newoomb, of the 
navy, and Lieutenant Webster, of the flotilla. 
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port to you respecting them. I have now, 
therefore, only to assure you of my entire 
satisfaction and approbation of the conduct 
of every officer^ and man employed under 
me during the operations above detailed, and 
to express to you how particularly I consider 
myself indebted to Capt^n Edward Crofton, 
(acting Captain of the Royal Oak,) for the 
gallantrv, ability, and zeal, with which he 
led on the brigade of seamen in the action 
of the 12th, and executed all the other ser- 
yices with which he has been entrusted since 
our landing ; to Captain White, (acting 
Captain of the Albion,) who attended me as 
my aide-de-camp the whole time, and ren- 
dered me every possible assistance ; to Cap- 
tains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, who 
commanded divisions of the brigade of sea- 
men ; to Lieutenant James Scott, of the Al- 
bion, whom I have had much frequent cause 
to mention to you on former occasions, and 
who in the battle of the 12th commanded a 
division of seamen, and behaved most gal- 
lantly, occasionally also acting as an extra 
aide-de-camp to myself. Captain Robyns; 
who commanded the marines of the fleet, 
and who was severely wounded during the 
engagement, I also beg to recommend to 
your favourable notice and consideration, as 
well as Lieutenant George C. Ormston, of 
th% Albion, whom I placed in command of 
the smaller boats, to endeavour to keep up a 
communication between the army and navy, 
which ho effected by great perserverance, 
and thereby rendered us most essential ser- 
vice. In short, sir, every individual seemed 
animated with equal anxiety to distinguish 
himself by good conduct on this occasion, 
and I trust, therefore, tlie whole will be 
deemed worthy of your approbation. 

*' Captain Nourse, of the Severn, was good 
enough to receive my flag for this service ; 
he rendered me great assistance in getting 
the ships to the different stations within the 
river, and when the storming of the fortified 
hill was contemplated, he hastened to my 
assistance with a reinforcement of seamen 
and mariiMs ; and I should consider myself 
wanting in candour and justice did I not 



particularly point out, sir, to you, the high 
opinion I entertain of the- enterprise and 
ability of this valuable officer, not only for 
his conduct on this occasion, but on the very 
many others on which I have employed him 
since with me in the Chesapeake. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
GEO. COCKBURN, Rear AdmiraL 
Vice Admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.6. 
Commander-in-chief. 



Colond Brooke to the same. 

On board H. M. S. Tonnant, 
September 15, 1814. 
Dear Sir, — I beg leave to be allowed to 
state to you, how much much I feel indebted 
to Captain Crofton, commanding the brigade 
of sailors from His Majesty's ships under 
your command ; as also to Captains Sullivan, 
Money, and Ramsay, for their very great 
exertions in performing every formation 
made by His Majesty's troops, having seen 
myself those officers expose themselves to the 
hottest of the enemy's fire, to keep their men 
in the line of march with the disciplined 
troops. The obedient and steady conduct of 
the sailors, believe me, sir, excited the admi- 
ration of every individual of the army, as 
well as my greatest gratitude. 

Believe me to be, dear sir, 
ARTHUR BROOKE, Col.-com. 
Vice Admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B. 
, Commander-in-chief. . 
Seven killed and forty-four wounded. 



The delicate manner in which General 

Smith disposes of the 

General Smith's Despatch. ^ . , *t , ■r> . 

affair at North Point is 
not a little remarkable. To read his despatch 
it would be supposed that the action was only 
an affair of picquets. " Our videttes were 
driven in," says the General, without adding 
one syllable to the effect that he and his whole 
army were routed, and that such a salutary 
lesson was given as effectually prevented the 
Americans from offering the least opposition 
to Col. Brooke's retreat. 

What says Ingersol, as to this action hav- 
ing been an affair of picquets : first — " during 

These forts also destroyed one of the barges, nant Rutter, of the flotilla, kept up a brisk, 
with all on board. The barges and battery at and it is bolieved, a successful fire, during the 
the Lazaretto, under the command of Lieute- hottest period of the bombardment 
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more than an hour the battle of North Point 
was well contested, ******* 
Secondly — " the misconduct of one regiment, 
Gol. Ansej's, caused some confusion, and 
forced General Stricher to yield the field of 
battle." Now for General Armstrong's tes- 
timony. " The march was resumed and a 
battle fought of one hour and twenty minutes' 
continuance." 

If any credit is to be attached to these 
statements, General Stricher must have en- 
tertained very curious ideas of a battle, if he 
considered North Point as a mere skirmish 
of yidettes. Again, he says that he had an 
intention of "attacking him (Col. Brooke) in 
the morning." If such were really Colonel 
Stricher's intention, what was there to pre- 
Tcnt pursuit ; alloT/ing even that Col. Brooke 
moved off his army unperceived, he halted 
within a very short distance a suflSciently 
long time to have allowed the American forces 
to overtake them, and every one is aware that 
a retreating army rarely fights with as much 
spirit as one on the advance — why, then, did 
not Stricher, if so anxious to fight, hang on 
the enemy's rear, hara<«s his retreat and force 
him to give battle. We have shown that it 
could not have arisen from want of troops, 
and there is no alternative left, in spite of 
General Stricher's assertions to the contrary, 
but to ascribe it to want of inclination. We 
have, however, devoted quite space enough 
to the doughty American General. 

It would be difficult to decide whether the 
^ . , ^ ,^ . . lo Posans of the Gov- 

Oplnions of the American 

TTriUTs on thi) dfsocnt on emment Organs over 
™°'^' the disastrous attack 

on Baltimore, or their denunciations of the 
British for the wound to their vanity, in- 
flicted at Washington, were loudest. There 
is, however, very little doubt, but that it was 



to the death of General Ross alone, that the 
safety of Baltimore was attributable. The 
waters of the Patapsco were too shallow to 
permit the near approach of the British fri- 
gates to Fort McIIcnry, but it is well known 
that the Captains of the Severn, Euryalus, 
Ilebrus, and Ilavannah frigates, offered to 
lighten their vessels and lay them along side 
of the American fort, and it would almost 
appear as if nothing prevented the offer being 
accepted, but the state of indecision into 
which the naval commanders were thrown by • 
the death of General Koss. Had Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrane acted with his usual decision, 
the Java and other vessels of war must have 
been captured, Baltimore must have fallen, 
and instead of the annals of Great Britain 
recording a disaster, another victory would 
have been added to her long roll of triumphs. 



PlattsbiiTj. 



* " The governor-general of the Canadas, Sir 
George Provost, having collected all the dispos- 
able force in Lower Canada, with a view of 
conquering the country as far as Crown Point, 
and Ticonderoga, entered the territories of the 
United States on the Ist of the month, and oc- 
cupied the village of Champlain: there he 
avowed his intentions, and issued orders and 
proclamations, tending to disnade the people 
firom their allegiance, and inviting them to fur- 
nish his army with provisions. He immediately 
began to impress the waggons and teams in the 
Ticinity, ana loaded them with his heavy bag- 



Ilithcrto our task has 
been comparatively 
painless, as when wo had to chronicle 
defeat, we have been enabled to ^how that 
to superior numbers alone was it attribu- 
table, and wo have also proved by figures 
from American writers, that, in almost every 
instance where victory was achieved, it was 
against a superior force. It is now, however, 
our duty to chronicle one of the most 
humiliating expeditions ever sustained by a 
British force, and the task is the more painful 
as the defeat arose from no misconduct on 
the part of the troops, but was solely 
produced by the imbecility and vacillation 
of Sir George Provost. We will, however, 
permit the unfortunate commander of the 
British forces to tell his own tale first, and 
in our next chapter we will enter on a review 
of the whole transaction. Extracts from the 
the American commander,General Macomb's 
dispatch will be also found in our notes.* 



gage and stores. From this I was persuaded 
he intended to attack this place. I bad but 
just returned from the lines, where I had com- 
manded a fine brigade, which was broken up to 
form the division under migor-general Izard, 
and ordered to the westward. Being senior 
officer, he left me in command; and, except 
the four companies of the 6th regiment, I had 
not an organised battalion among those remain- 
ing. The garrison was composed of convales- 
cents and recruits of the new regiments, ail in 
the greatest oonfiision, as well as the ordnance 
and stores, and the works in no state of defenoe. 
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From Sir George Prevost to Earl Baihurst, 

Head-quarters, Plattsburgh, State of N.Y., 

My Lord, Sept. 11, 1814. 

" Upon the arrival of the reinforcements 
from the Gkironne, I lost no time in assembl- 
ing three brigades on the frontier of Lower 
Canada, extending from the river Richelieu 
to the St. Lawrence, and in forming them 
into a division under the command of Major- 
Gencral De Rottenburg, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect Ilis Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent's commands, which had been 
conveyed to mo by your lordship in your 
despatch of the 3d of June last. 

"As the troops concentrated and approached 
the line of separation between this province 
and the United States, the American army 
abandoned its entrenched camp on the river 
Chazy, at Champlain ; a position I imme- 
diately seized, and occupied in force on the 
3d instant The following day, the whole 
of the left division advanced to the village of 
Chazy, without meeting the least opposition 
from the enemy. 

"On the 5th, it halted within eight miles of 
this place, having surmounted the difficulties 
created by the obstructions in the road from 



To create an emulation and zeal among the 
officers and men in completing the works, I 
divided them into detachments, and placed 
them near the several forts; declaring in or- 
ders, that each detachment was the garrison of 
its own work, and bound to defend it to the last 
extremity. The enemy advanced cautiously and 
by short marches, and our soldiers worked day 
and night, so that by the time he made his 
appearance before the place we were prepared 
to receive him. General Izard named the prin- 
cipal work Fort-Moreau ; and, to remind the 
troops of the actions of their brave countrymen, 
I called the redoubt on the right Fort-Brown, 
and that on the left Fort-Scott. Besides these 
three works, we had two blockhouses strongly 
fortified. Finding, on examining, the returns 
of the garrision, that our force did not exceed 
1600 effective men for duty, and well informed 
that the enemy had as many thousands, I call- 
ed on general Mooers, of the New York militia, 
and arranged with him plans for bringing forth 
th<< militia, en masse. The inhabitants of the 
Tillage fled with their families and effects, ex- 
cept a few worthy citizens and some boys, who 
/ formed themselves into a party, received rifles, 
and were exceedingly useful. By the 4th of the 
month, general Mooers collected about 700 
militia, and advanced seven miles on the Beck- 
man-town road, to watch the motions of the 
enemy, and to skirmish with him as he advanc- 
ed ; also to obsimot the roadu with fallen treee, 



the foiling of trees and the removal of 
bridges. The next day the division moved 
upon Plattsburgh, in two columns, on par- 
allel road ; the right column lod by Major- 
General Power's brigade, supported by four 
companies of light infantry and a dcmi- 
brigade, under Major-General Robinson ; the 
left by Major-General Brisbane's brigade. 

" The enemy's militia, supported by hi« 
regulars, attempted to impede the advanoe 
of the right column, but they were driven 
before it from all their positions, and the 
column entered Plattsburg. This rapid 
movement having reversed the strong posi- 
tion taken up by the enemy at Dead creek, 
it was precipitately abandoned by him, and 
his gun-boats alone left to defend the ford, 
and to prevent our restoring the bridges, 
which had been imperfectly destroyed — an 
inconvenience soon surmounted. 

"Here I found the enemy in the occupation 
of an elevated ridge of land on the sonth 
branch (bank) of the Sarauac, crowned 
with three strong redoubts and other field 
works, and block-houses armed with heavy 
ordnance, with their flotilla* at anchor out 
of gun-shot from the shore, consisting of a 

and to break up the bridges. On the lake-road 
at Dead creek bridge, I posted 200 men, under 
captain Sproul, of the 13th regiment, with or- 
ders to abattis the woods, to place obstructions 
in the road, and to fortify himself; to this party 
I added two field pieces. In advance of that 
position was lieut.-col. Appling, with 110 rifle- 
men, watching the movements of the enemy, 
and procuring intelligence. It was ascertained, 
that before day-light on the 6th, the enemy 
would advance in two columns on the two roads 
before mentioned, dividing at Sampson's a little 
below Chazy village. The colimm on the Beck- 
man-town road proceeded most rapidly; the 
militia skirmished with his advanced parties, 
and except a few bravo men, fell back most prer 
cipitately in the greatest disorder, notwithstand- 
ing the British troops did not deign to fire on 
them, except by their flankers and advanced 
patroles. The night previous, I ordered major 
Wool to advance with a detachment of 250 men 
to support the militia, and set them an exam- 
ple of firmness ; also captain Leonard, of the 
light-artillery, was directed to proceed with 
two pieces to be on the ground before day; 
yet he did not make his appearance until ei^t 
o'clock when the enemy had approached within 



* The Saratoga, 26 gans ; Surprise, 20 gune; 
Thunderer, 16 gims ; Preble, 7 guns ; 10 gon* 
boats, 14 guns. 
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(hip, a brig, <t schooner, a sloop, and len-gun 

"I immediately communicated this cir- 
cumstance to Captain Don'nie, who hnd been 
reuciitlj appointed to command tlio Teasels • 
on Lake Choniplnin, consisting of a ship, a 
brig, two sloops, and 12 gun-bonts; and re- 
quested his co-operation, and in the nicar 
time batteries were constructed for the guns 
brought from tho rear. 

" On the morning of the 11th, our flotilla 
was seen over the isthmus which joins Cum- 
berland-head with the main-land, steeriuf 
for Plattsburgh Bay. I immediately ordered 
that part of the brigade under Major-Oeneral 
Robinson, which had been brought forward, 
consisting of our light infantry companies, 
third battalion 27th and 70th regimenta, and 
Mtyor-Oeneral Power's brigade, consisting 
of the third, fifth, and the first battalion of 
the 27th and 58th regiments, to force the 
fords of tho Saranac, and advance, provided 
with scaling-ladders, to escalade the eneniy'i. 
works upon tho height ; this force ivai placed 
under the command of Major-General Robin- 
son. The batteries opened their fire tho in- 
stant the ships engaged. 



two miles of the villnpe. With his oonduct, 
therefore, I am not well pleased. Major Wool. 
with bis party, disputed tlie road with great 
otw^nocy, but the militia Covld not be prevnil- 
ed on to stand, no twitli standi mg the iiertiouir 
of their general and stafT-officors ; nitliough tlip 
fields were divided by strong stone walla, aD<J 
they were told that the enemy could not possi- 
bly cut thom olT. The state dragoons of New 
York wear red coats ; and they being on the 
heights to watch the enemy, gave constant 
alarm to the militia, who mistook them for thr 
.enemy, and feared his getting in their rear. 
Finding the enemy's columns haJ penetrated 
within a mile of PlaCtsliurg, I deapatehed my 
■ide-da-camp. Lieutenant Root, to bring off tht 
detachmentat Dead creek, and to inform Lieut. 
Colonel Appling that I wished him to fall ou 
tiie enemy's right Sank. The Colonel fortunntly 
arrited Joat in time to save hia retreat, and to 
fall in with the head of a column debouching 
flrom the woods. Here he poured in a deatruo- 
tiTS fire fnm bis riflemen at rest, and continued 
to annoy the enemy until he formed a junc^on 
with m^or Wool. Th* field-pieces did consid- 
erable execution among the enemy's columns. 



*The Confiuice, 36 guns; Linnet, 18 gims; 
Broke, 10 gonsj Sharon, 10 gain; 12 gun- 
oats. 16 gnaa. 



"It is now with deep concern I inform your 
lordship, that ootwith standing the intrepid 
valor with which Captain Donnio led his 
flotilla into action, my most sanguine 
hopes of complete success were not long af- 
terwards, blasted, by a combination, as ap- 
peared to us, of unfortunate OTcnt3,to which 
naval watfareispcculiarljexposed. Scarcely 
had his majesty's troops forced a passage' 
across the Sarauac, and ascended the height 
on which stand the enemy's works, when I 
had tho extreme mortification to hear the 
shout of victory from the enemy's works, in 
consequence of tlie British flagl)eing lowered 
on board tho Confianca and Linnet, and to 
sea our gun-boats seeking their safety in 
flight. This unlookod for event deprived ms 
of the co-operation of the fleet, without 
which the furtlier prosecution of the service 
was become impracticable, 1 did not hesitate 
to arrest the course of the troops advancing 
to the attack, because the most complete 
success would havclicen unavailing, and the 
possession of the enemy's works offered no 
advantage to compensate for tlie loss w« 
must have sustained in acquiring possession 
of them. 



So undaunted, however, was the enemy, that be 
never deployed in hi^ whole march, always 
pressing on iu column. Finding that cvciy 
road was full of troops, crowding on us on all 
nides, I ordered tho field-pieces to retire across 
I tho bridge, and form a buttery for its protection, 
I and to cover the retreat of the infantry, which 
j was accordingly done, and tho parlies of Ap- 
pling and Wool, as well as that of Sproul, 
retired, alternately keeping up a brisk Qre, 
until tiiey got under cover of the works. The ■ 
I enemy's light troopa occupied the houses near 
the bridge, and kept up a constant firing from 
\ the windows and balconies, and annoyed us 
, much. I ordered them to he driven out with 
\ hot shot, which soon put the houses in flames, 
j ond obliged those sharp- ahooters to retire. The 
whole day, untQ it was too late to see, the 
enemy's light troops endearonred to drive our 
guards from the bridge, but they suffered dearly 
for their perseverance. An attempt was also 
made to cross the npper bridge, where the 
militia handsomely drove them back. The 
column which mvched by the take-road was 
much impeded by the obstnictions, and the re- 
moval of the bridge at Dead creek ; and, as it 
passed the creek and beach, the gallies kept up 
a lively and galling fire. Our troops being now 
at] on the south side of the Saranac, I directed 
the planks to he taken off the bridges and piled 
up in (he form of breat-worki, to ooTeronrpar- 
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" I have ordered the batteries to be dis- 
mantled, the guns withdrawn, and the bag- 
gage, with the wounded men who can be 
removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that 
the troops may return to Chazy to-morrow, 
and on the following day to Champlain, 
where I propose to halt until I have ascer- 
tained the use the enemy propose making of 
the naval ascendancy they have acquired on 
Lake Champlain. 

" I have the honour to transmit herewith 
returns of the loss sustained by the loft 
division of this army in its advance to Platts- 
burg, and in forcing a passage across the 
river' Saranac. I have the honor, &c., 

GEORGE PREVOST. 
Earl Bathurst, &c. 

Return of killed atidtcoundcd ; — 2 captains, 
1 ensign, 4serjeants, 30 rank and file, 1 horse, 
killed, 1 general staff, 1 captain, G lieutenants, 
7, Serjeants, 135 rank and file, 2 horses, 
wounded ; 4 lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 1 drum- 
mer, 48 rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 

Missing — 7 0th foot; — Lieutenants G Hutch, 
O. Ogilvie, and E. Marchington. 

Canadian Chasseurs ; — Lieut. E. Vigncau. 
EDW. BAYNES, Adj.-Gen., N. A. 



ties intended for disputing the passage, which 
afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges against 
very superior numbers. From the 7th to the 
14th, the enemy was employed in getting on 
his battering-train, and erecting his batteries 
and approaches, and constantly skirmishing at 
the bridges and fords. By ihis time the militia 
of New York and the volunteers of Vermont 
were pouring in from all quarters. I advised 
General Moocrs to keep his force along the Sa- 
ranac to prevent the enemy's crossing the river, 
and to send a strong body in his roar taharrass 
him day and night, and keep him in continual 
alarm. The militia behaved with great spirit 
after the first day, and the volunteers of Ver- 
mont were exceedingly serviceable. Our 
regular troops, notwithstanding the constant 
skirmishing, and repeated endeavours of the 
enemy to cross the river, kept at their work 
day and night, strengthening the defences, and 
evinced a determination to hold out to the last 
extremity. It was reported that the enemy 
only waited the arrival of his flotilla to make a 
general attack. About eight m the morning of 
the 11th, as we expected, the flotilla appeared 
in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine 
bore down and engaged at anchor in the bay off 
the town. At the same instant the batteries 
were opened on us, and continued throwing 
bomb-shells, shrapnells, balls, and Congreve 
rockets, until sun-set when the bombardment 
ceased, every battery of the enemy being silenced ' 



From Sir James Lucas Yeo to Mr. Craker, 

H. M. S. St. Lawrence, Kingston, 
Sir, September 24, 1814. 

" I have the honor to transmit, for the inform 
mation of the lords commissioners of the 
admiralty, a copy of a letter from Captain 
Pring, late commander of his majesty's brig 
Linnet. 

" It appears to me, and 1 have good reason 
to believe, that captain Downie "was urged, 
and his ship hurried into action, before she 
was in a fit state to meet the enemy. 

*'I am also of opinion, that there was not 
the least necessity for our squadron giving 
the enemy such decided advantages, by go- 
ing into their bay to engage them. Even 
had they been successful, it would not in 
the least have assisted the troops in storm- 
ing the batteries ; whereas, had our troops 
taken their batteries first, it would have 
obliged the enemy's squadron to quit the 
bay, and give ours a fair chance. 

I have the honor, to be, &c. 

JAMES LUCAS YEO, 
Commodore and commander in chief. 

J. W. Croker, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 



by the superiority of our fire. The naval en- 
gagement lasted but two hours, in fall view of 
both armies. Three efforts were made by the 
enemy to pass the river at the commencement 
of the canuonade and bombardement, with a 
view of assaulting the works, and they had pre- 
pared for that purpose an immense number of 
scaling-ladders. One attempt to cross was 
made at the village bridge, another at the up- 
per bridge, and a third at a ford about three 
miles from the works. At the two first be was 
repulsed by the regulars — at the ford by the 
bravo volunteers and militia, where he suffered 
severely in killed, and wounded, and prisoners : 
a considerable body crossed the stream, but*^ 
were either killed, taken or driven back. The 
woods at this place were very favourable to the 
operations of the militia. A whole company 
of the 76th regiment was here destroyed, the 
three Lieutenants and 27 men prisoners, the 
Captain and the rest killed. I cannot forgo the 
pleasure of here stating the gallant conduct of 
Captain M'Glassin, of the 15th regiment, who 
was ordered to ford the river, and attack a 
party constructing a battery on the-right of the 
enemy's line, wittun 60Q yards of Fort-Brown, 
which he handsomely executed at midnigfat, 
with 50 men ; drove off the working party, con- 
sisting of 150, and defeated a covering party of 
the same number, killing one oflScer and six 
men in the charge, and wounding many. At 
dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery, &e. 
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The unfortunate commander of the British 
m ** ». ™ ** v_ forces, in the expedi- 

Tlie attack on Plattaburg, , ' . ^ 

its fkllure, and ita oonae- tion agamst Platts- 

quenoea. burg, hos been almost 

universally made the target against which 
the most envenomed arrows have been di- 
rected. Peace be to his ashes, as his death 
was occasioned by over anxiety to hasten 
homo in order to clear his character from the 
imputations cast on it, and we would that 
justice permitted us to pass over in silence the 
last act of the drama. This, however, may 
not be, and did not even impartiality demand 
a faithful narration of the unfortunate result 
of the most important expedition undertaken 
during the three yean war, the loud boast- 
ings of the Americans would impose on us 
the necessity of showing that it was not to 
the men that the defeat at Plattsburg was 
attributable, but that to the commander alone 
was the disgraceful termination of the expe- 
dition due. 
25 



Sir James Yeo has been accused of re.- 
garding Sir George Provost with a jealous 
eye, we therefore make no use of his dis- 
patch to Mr. John Wilson Croker ; that 
however of Captain Pring contains some 
passages which render it vory difficult to 
understand Sir George Provost's subsequent 
conduct. Captain Pring says, " in conse- 
quence of tho earnest solicitation of his 
excellency Sir George Provost for the co- 
operation of the naval force on this lake 
(Champlain) to attack that of the enemy, 
who were placed for the support of their 
works at Plattsburg, which it was proposed 
should be stormed by the troops, at the same 
moment the naval action should commence 
in the bay; every possible exertion was used 
to accelerate the armament of the new ship, 
that the military movements might not be 
postponed at such an advanced season of the 
year, longer than was absolutely necessary." 
Sir George Provoefs dispatches all tend to 
prove the oorrectness of Captain Piing's 
statement, that the attacks were to be simul- 
taneous ; and so confident of this was poor 
Captain Downie, that he addressed his men 
to this efiect before going into action :. '* My 
lads we shall be immediately assisted by the 
army on shore, let us show them that our 
part of the duty is well done.'' This pre- 
sumption on the part of Downie was fuUy 
warranted by Sir George's plans ; and it is 
therefore a most extraordinary fact, that a 
General, who had on previous oocasions- 
proved himself a brave and energetic officer,, 
shonld haye on this occasion by his indecision 
and timidity haye oast a lasting slur on him- 
self and the anny under his command. We 
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particalarly mention the army as we do not 
consider that any discredit attached to Downie, 
his brother officers or men of the fleet ; and 
when it is taken into consideration that, six- 
teen days before the action, the Confiance was 
on the stocks ; had an unorganized crew, 
composed of different drafts of men from 
Quebec, many of whom only joined the day 
before ; and were totally unknown either to 
the officers or to each other ; was in want of 
gunlocks, as well as other necessary appoint- 
ments not to be procured in the country, the 
decided advantage possessed by the enemy 
both in tonnage, guns and men, will be so 
apparent, that instead of a stain resting on the 
fleet the conviction will be forced on all, tak- 
ing into consideration what was done, that, 
•properly assisted by Sir G. Provost, the capture 
of both the American fleet and army was in- 
evitable. Nay, so impressed with this fact 
was the American commander that he hesi- 
'tated for some time to take possession of the 
British vessels that had struck their colours, 
as he was busily engaged in getting his ovm 
vessels out of reach of the fire which he 
momentarily expected would be opened on 
•him from the captured shore batteries. 

It must not be supposed that in the attempt 
to vindicate the conduct of the sailors, we 
intend to cast any reflection whatsoever on 
the troops. No, the men who had braved 
danger in many a well fought field in the 
Peninsula, and who had shared in the perils 
of Burgos, Badajoz, and St. Sebastian, were 
not likely to be daunted by the feeble oppo- 
sition offered by fifteen hundred of the refuse 
of the American army, and three thousand 
raw militia ; and had they but been properly 
commanded the boasting paragraphs of 
Messrs. Ingersol, Thompson, Smith and 
O'Connor would not have been forthcoming to 
feed the national taste for boasting. 

Of all the American writers we must cer- 
tainly select Ingersol as the one who has 
made most capital out of the defeat at Platts- 
burg, and although there is the most un- 
doubted evidence to the contrary, he boldly 
states that Captain Downie's vessel, the 
Confiance, was manned with "three hundred 
picked seamen." Forgetful, however, of this 
assertion, on the next page he states that the 
Americans rehained at anchor in ''perfect 



quiet and order, characteristic of American 
naval discipline, in contrast with the clamor- 
ous defiance of British sea fights.'' 

Now v^e deny Mr. Ingersol's statements as 
to American discipline point blank, and we 
confidently appeal to spy one who may have 
had an opportunity of comparing the two 
services. In his anxiety to prove that 
nothing was wanting to complete the pre- 
parations on the part of the Americans, 
Ingersol treats us even to the prayer that 
was poured forth by McDonougb on this 
occasion, and by way of proving that Heaven 
itself was auspicious, he adds, that " a cock 
flew upon a gun slide, clapped his wings and 
crowed," a signal which " Napoleon or Caesar 
would have hailed with delight." As a 
sequitur to this auspicious omen, we are told 
further that on land ** the renowned veterans 
of Wellington fled, leaving their sick and 
wounded," and that they were pursued by 
militia not one-fourth of their number. This 
statement hardly tallies with McComVs 
version. We can, however, in view of the 
brilliant achievements in the west, permit a 
thorough Yankee historian for once to indulge 
his desire to satisfy his fellow-countrymen 
withhighly-coloured narratives. There i8,how- 
ever, one assertion put forth by Ingersol so 
atrocious that it must not be passed over, — 
it is that Sir George Plrovost, in order to 
cover his retreat ** sent an officer to General 
Moir's house to inform his son, lefl in charge 
of it, that preliminaries of peace were signed 
at Ghent. This Ingersol affects to believe 
was a stratagem of Sir George's, but as he 
does not venture to adduce a single proof in 
support of his assertion, we can well afford 
to rank the statement as about equally wor- 
thy of belief with most other deductions of 
tiie same writer. 

In his ovm anxiety to prove how perfect 
everything American must be, Ingersol fur- 
nishes some very conclusive evidence as to 
the strength of the American position. He 
says, '' to explain the cause of this strange 
defeat of the British army it will be neces- 
sary to state that the Village of Plattsburg 
is situated en the west side of Lake Cham- 
plain ; and a river called Saranac, on its way 
easterly, passes through this village, dividing 
it into two parts, and empties its waters into 
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the bay, being a part of Lake Ghamplain. 
This stream, for the distance of four miles, 
or more, in consequence of its rocky shores 
and bottom is rendered impassable by fording, 
and at that time there were but two places 
where they crossed it on bridges. On the 
south side of this stream^ a short distance 
from the lower bridge was the place selected 
for the forts, it being on an eminence com- 
manding a view of the whole village. * * 
* * The inhabitants, together with the 
troops, on finding the enemy were near, 
threw down the upper bridge and took the 
plank off from the lower one, and made 
every other arrangement to prevent the 
enemy from reaching the fort. 

All this shows that Provost had some 
•difficulties to contend with, but taking them 
all into consideration it is yet too apparent 
that nothing but the military imbecility of 
the commander occasioned the disgrace that 
attached to the nation by the disastrous 
<;atastrophe of Plattsburg. It is evident that 
Sir George Provost did not evince on this 
occasion the smallest combination of plan, 
or sign of execution ; ^'nor was,'' as Veritas 
observes, ''any object of the expedition 
visible unless through its effect, that of bring- 
ing on the destruction of our fleet, without 
making an effort to save it, or to rescue the 
army from the disgrace of being tamo spec- 
tators of that destruction.'' 

Enough, however, has been said of an ex- 
pedition, which we would could be blotted 
from the page of English history, and which 
must ever be a proof that, no matter what 
the high spirits and gallantry of troops may 
be, unless they are properly commanded, 
reverses such as that of Plattsburg must be 
expected, instead of the brilliant deeds of 
former days in the Peninsula, or the later 
deeds of daring at Alma, Balaclava, or In- 
kermann. 

Passing from the north to the south, we 
find a task imposed on us nearly as painful 
as the record of British disasters at Platts- 
burg, viz., the attack on New Orleans. 

There is little doubt that the British go- 
« ^.*. * *r ^^ vernment originated 

Bxpeditlon to New OrlMiu. ., ,.? 

the expedition to 
New Orleans under the impression that they 
would receive material assistance from the 



Spanish portion of the population, and that 
from the French little or no opposition might 
be expected. Precisely the same arguments 
were brought to bear on the declaration of 
war by the United States against Great 
Britain, by those who believed, or affected 
to believe, that Canadians desired nothing 
so much as to be freed from the intolerable 
weight of the British yoke. One conjecture 
proved as fallacious as the other, and the 
expedition against New Orleans terminated 
about as disastrously as any of the various 
invasions of Canadian territory by vapotiring 
or gasconading militia generals. 

The expedition was not, however, under- 
The gain to be expected ^^^^ entirely without 

from the expedlUon. ^^^^ probability of ito 

paying for its expenses. For three years 
the cotton and sugar crops of Louisiana and 
Mississippi had been accumulating in the 
warehouses of the queen city of the South, 
and the promoters of the scheme anticipated 
that at least fifteen million of dollars must 
reward the invading force. 

The first steps taken by the British com' 
Lftfltte, the chief of the zanders in this expe- 

Bmnatarlan pirates. ^^^^^ ^^^^ ilUdvised. 

for without reflecting that a traitor to his 
country will most probably be one also to 
his new friends, the British commanders 
were most signally over-reached in their 
attempts to secure the assistance of La- 
fitte and his men (most noted pirates and 
the scourge of the Gulf of Mexico) both 
as pilots and as active agents in the proposed 
descent. The chief of these freebooters, 
however, played a most artful game with the 
British commanders, and while affecting to 
betray his country, he was in reality for- 
warding all their plans to the Governor of 
the State, and organising a vigorous defence 
of the important post of which he and his 
followers had possessed themselves. For 
this, (we cannot call it treachery,) good ser- 
vice, Lafitte, his brother and his band receiv- 
ed full pardon from the President of the 
United States, fer their previous misdeeds. 

The British, deceived by Lafitte's repr 
eentations, directed their first attack against 
Fort Bowyer, situated on Mobile Point, and 
forming the extremity of ^ peninsula which 



HISIORT 0« TlIB WAR OF 1813. 



it joined b> the ooDtiaent bj k nmrroir iath- 
mas, vhich diridM Boneeconrs baj frum 
thftt of Peloid. 

This attack on Fort Bowjet was a vory 
AUKk ™ Tort Bowjer, iUooncmYed, l,aJlj- 

uddaMorUuBrHlili. planned, and WDrac 
executed monoouTre, and the reBult of the 
attack wiu the loss of the HernieB, tvs-ctit;- 
two gun corvette, vbtj great injttrj inflictcU 
on the Sophia, eighteen guns, and the loan 
In killed and -wounded of Beventj-twd mi-n. 
The Uennes grounded within maaket shot 
of a heavy battery, and Captain Perrj, her 
commandoT, finding ererj effort to get her 
off oiutTailiog, removed his wounded and set 
his vessel on fire- It is needless to add that 
the attack on the fort was a most xignnl 

Unfortunate, however, as this a^r vu^ 
in lots of vessels and life, it proved eiguiLlly 
■o in the opportnnitj afforded to the c^nemy 
of putting forward the most oatiageou^ n.-i- 
sertions. One writer, Latoor, in his "vrnr 
in Louisiana," converts the twentf-two, and 
eighteen gun oorvcttes, the Henue^* and 
Sophia into frigates, and states the British 
force at ninety-two guns and thirteen hmidred 
and tliirty men, modestly giving hie ovin 
countrymen eight gouB and one hundred and 
thirty men. Fortunately Fort Bowyer was 
afterwords taken and four hundred and 
fourteen men captured in it. The Americans 
acknowledge a loss of only four killrd and 
four wounded, estimating that of the Bril!s!i, 
(aaoertained from nhat source it is impo-iai- 
bte to say,) at one hundred and siity-twu 
killed and seventy-two wounded. 

After the failure of the attack on Fort 

„ „ t. .v . Bowyer the Amorlcan 

Uck ind deience of Stw naval commnnder, 
Commodore Patter- 
son, turned his attention to obstructing the 
passage of the British flotilla, which viaf. 
then preparing, with a large body of troops 
on board, for the attack on New Orleans, 
which stands on the left bank of the MiasiE- 
sippi, one handred and five miles from it 
mouth. 

For this purpose he constructed a farmi 

, , dable force of e"ii 

boats and men, bu 

the defence made by t^em was ab(>iit a 



|(rff<!ctive as the British attack on Fort Bow- 
yor, iknd resulted in the capture or deatmc- 
tionofthewhole flotilla, and although Lieu- 
i«n]int Ap Jonee, whoso despatch will be 
fiiuitd below,'* has eudesTonrad to make the 
l»c9t of ttke afiajr, there can be no doubt but 
that Captain Lockyier very soon convinced 
Lieut. Ap Jones of the difference between 
British and American seamen when fiurly 
matched. 

It is not only remarkable, bat amoeiog to 
note how the Ameriean 
■t commander* and historic 
ans, in tbrir attempts to 
soften d<jwn everything whii^ might offend 
tlic natiiinol vanity have oonta«dictcd eaob 
nihcr. Captiun Jones, in his despatch, 
s)icaki7 of the British bailee "as almost aa 
lur^ n^ ihegun-boats themselves." lAtoor, 
ill his anxiety to account for the bad firing 
of Hie Americans, speaks of them as "ob- 
jects of i^a small a size, Sx." 

la order to test the truth of Lieut. Ap, 
Jone^' statement, we give the siie of one of 
the ^u-boata under his command, and con- 
trast it irlth that of the Ilunter, styled by 
tho Americans a British brig of war: — 

United Stales Boat. Ilautar. 
Weight of broadside in lbs. 59 28 

Crew .... 41 39 

Tonnage - - • 112 74 

This misrepresentation was not confined tw 
Lieutenant Jones. Commodore H'Donough, 
althouj;h fully aware that the smallest gun- 
boat niiN seventy-five tons, describes two 

* From Lieutenant Jonti lo Com. Pattemn. 
New Orleans, 12th Marth, 1816. 
Sib. 

Having sufficiently recovered my strength, 
I do myself the honour of reporting to yon the 
pRrticulnrt of the capture of the division of 
llniied States' gun-boats late nnder my com. 

Uii (lie 12th of December, 1814, the enemy's 
fleet off Ship Islutd increased to such a force 
bs to render it no longer safe or prudent far 
uio to coiitintte on that part of the lakes with 
tbc smnll forcewbichlcammoaded. Itherefore 
ilctcrminod to gain a station near the Malhen- 
rcuK iaiailds as soon as possible, which situa- 
liuu HDiild better enable ae to oppose a further 
ptnctrutiiin of the enemy np the lakes, and at 
(he tuime time afford me an opportimitj of 
retreating to tb« Petitea Coqoilles jt neoesaary. 

At 10, t.nL, on the 18th, Idiseovend alarg* 
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British vessels, some two tons smaller than 
this, as " sloops of war." 

Do not these statements clearly convict 
Messrs. M'Donough and Jones of wilful mis- 
representation on their face? Who ever 
heard of a ship's launch measuring one 
hundred and twelve, or even seventy-five 
tons, even at the present time, when the size 
of boats have nearly increased in the 
same ratio as ships? Let the reader 
fancy a frigate measuring one thousand and 
fifty tons, having to hoist up, either on deck 
or at the stem, boats of one hundred and 
twelve tons I 

Again, Mr. Latour makes the British 
launches objects of so small a size, that it 



flotilla of barges had left the fleet, (shaping 
their course towards the Pas Chretien,) which 
I supposed to be a disembarkation of troops 
intended to land at that place. About 2, p.m. 
the enemy's flotilla having gained the Pas 
Chretien, and continuing Uieir course to the 
westward, convinced me that an attack on the 
gun-boats was designed. At this time the 
water in the Lakes was uncommonly low, owing 
to the westerly wind which had prevailed for a 
number of days previous, and which still con- 
tinued from the same quarter. Nos. 160, 162 
and 163, although in the best channel, were in 
12 or 18 inches less water than their draught 
Every effort was made to get them afloat by 
throwing overboard all articles of weight that 
could be dispensed with. At 8. 80, the flood- 
tide had commenced ; got under weigh, making 
the best of my way towards the PetitesCoquilles. 
At 3. 45, the enemy despatched three boats to 
cut out the schooner Seahorse, which had been 
sept into the bay St. Louis that morning to 
assist in the removal of the public stores, which 
I had previously ordered. There finding a 
removal impracticable, I ordered preparations 
to be made for their deptruction, least they 
«<hould fall into the enemy's hands. A few 
discharges of grape-shot from the Seahorse 
compelled the three boats, which had attacked 
her, to retire out of reach of her guns, until 
they were joined by four others, when the 
attack was recommenced by the seven boats. — 
Mr. Johnson having chosen an advantageous 
position near the two 6-pounders mounted on 
the bank, maintained a sharp action for near 
30 minutes, when the enemy hauled off, having 
one boat apparently much injured, and with the 
loss of several men killed and wounded. At 
7. 30, an explosion at the bay, and soon after a 
large fire, induced me to believe the Seahorse 
was blown up and the public store-house set on 
fire, which was proved to be the fact. 

About 1 a.m. on the 14th, the wind having 
ontircly died away, and our vessels become 
unmanageable, came to anchor in the west-end 
«f Malhcureux island's passage. At daylight 



was impossible to hit them; yet he very 
complacently dwells on the precision of the 
American fire against the larger vessels — 
these larger vessels being actually much 
smaller than the American gun-boats. 

Another trifling mistake on the part of 
Lieut. Jones is the omission of twelve guns 
(four and six pounders) and two five-and-a 
half-inch howitzers, which were found in the 
captured vessels, and not included in his force, 
although it was evident that they had been 
recently used. We have, however, said enough 
to show how much value may be placed on 
the statements of either Lieut. Jones or Mr. 
Latour. Had we, too, not brought sufficient 
proofs forward, it is only necessary to add, 



next morning, still a perfect calm, the enemy's 
flotilla was about nine miles from us at anchor, 
but soon got in motion and rapidly advanced 
on us. The want of wind, and the strong ebb- 
tide which was setting through the pass, left me 
but one alternative, which was, to put myself 
in the most advantageous position, to give the 
enemy as warm a reception as possible. The 
commanders were all called on board and made 
acquainted with my intentions, and the position 
which each vessel was to take, the whole to 
form a close line abreast across the channel, 
anchored by the stem with springs on the cable, 
&c. &c., thus we remained anxiously awaiting an 
attack from the advancing foe, whose force I 
now clearly distinguished to be composed of 42 
heavy launches and gun-barges, with three 
light gigs, manned with upwards of 1000 men 
and officers. About 9. 30, the Alligator (tender) 
which was to the southward and eastward, and 
endeavouring to join the division, was captured 
by several of the enemy's barges, when the 
whole flotilla oame-to, with their grapnels a 
little out of reach of our shot, apparently 
making arrangements for the attack. At 10. 80, 
the enemy weighed, forming a line abreast in 
open order, and steering direct for our line, 
which was unfortunately in some degree broken 
by the force of the current, driving Nos. 156 
and 163 about 100 yards in advance. As soon 
as the enemy came within reach of our shot, a 
deliberate. fire from our long guns was opened 
upon him, but without much effect the objects 
being of so small a size. At 10 minutes before 
11, the enemy opened a fire from the whole of 
his line, when the action became general and 
destructive on both sides. About 11. 19, the 
advance boats of the enemy, three in number, 
attempted to board No. 1-56, but were repulsed 
with the loss of nearly every officer killed or 
wounded, and two boats sunk. A second 
attempt to board was then made by four other 
boats, which shared almost a similar fate. At 
thia moment I received a severe wound in my 
left shoulder, which compelled me to quit the 
deck, leaving it in charge of Mr. George 



390 



HISTORY OF THE WAB OP 1812.1 



that MqorL&tourauerta that several bargen 
were sunk, and that " one hnodred and 
eighty men wentdowniaone." Of this Htute- 
ment we caa at once declare that it vfoa 
&ke. So boat was sunk except the Ton- 
nant's launch, and, moreorer, no bargo had 
on board more than thirtj-one men,, and fur- 
ther, ever; man iraa saved from the Tuii- 
nant's launch. 

An attempt made bj Commodore Patterson 

- _. _ „ , afforded fine scope fur 

■tt«|it to E*]ii tnftnu- renewed abuse or Ttrl- 
' tainand theaetsof her 

commanders, litis officer under pretence<: 
ascertoinlDg the fate of the prisoners c 
board the gan boats dispatched two ofEccr^ 
one of them a Doctor, (to make it appen.r w 
presume that the wounded would be neglocte 
bj their captors), to obl^n the desired ir 
fonnalion. These officers Admiral Coclirau 
detained, informing them that thej must iic 
consider themselves as prisoners in the full 
sense of theword, but that as their visit -v 
unseasonable, he could not permit them 
return until it would be impossible for tli 
to profit bj what tboj had seen, and i 
General Jackson ou faii as to the proposed 
attack on New Orleans. The attack ove 
they were at onee released, jet this did m 
prevent the vilest libels beinglevelled agnin 
the British Commander. 

In order that the causes which led to the 
failure of the attack on New Orleans m»y hi 
better understood we make a abort exlnic' 
from James' description of the natursl iini. 
artificial features of the country : — 

" As the country around New Orlean.'' ^in 
sesses verj peculiar features, a Blightdi;;res 
sionmaybeneceasarj. TheboyouBienycnui! 

Parker, master's mate, who gallaiilly deTfiiclpi. 
the vessel until he was severely wounded, Trhen 
the enemy by his superior number, sacci^cdvd 
in gaining possession of the deck abaut 10 
minutes past 12 o'clock. The enemy i 
diately turned the guns of his priioonthe 
gun-boats, and Bred several shot prcvi'jus to 
striking the American catours. The nctlm 
continued with unabating severity until 4'~ 
minutes past 12 o'cloc)(, nbeu it termluulfil 
with the surrender of So. 23, all the othci 
vessels having previously fallen into the haud>- 
of the enemy. 

In this nuequal contest our toss in killed i\qi1 
wounded has been trifling compared 
the enemy. 



tJio creek through which all the waters of % 
large basin, or swamp, about 80 miles in 
iitcat, bounded on the north by the Uissia- 
ippi, on the west by New Orleans, on thft 
north-vrest, by bayou Sauvage, or Chef- 
and on the east by Lake Borgne, 
rhioh itempties. It receives the streams 
era] other bayous, formed by the waters 
of thn surrounding cypress swamps and 
pr>Lirii«, as well as of innumerable little 
streams from the low grounds along the 
river. It is navigable for vessels of 100 tona, 
12 miles from its mouth. Its breadth ia 
From 110 t« 150 yards, and it has six feet 
water an the bar, at common tides, and nlna 
feet at spring tides. Its principal branch is 
tlj;Lt which is called bayou Maiant, which 
runs towards the sonth-west, and receives 
tho \'rnters of the canals of the plantations of 
^'iUc^6, l4kcoHte, and Laronde, upon whieh 
the Kritish afterwards established their 
principal encampment. The level of the 
great basin, on the bank of the principal 
bayou, is nsually 12 feet below the banks of 
the Mississippi. The overflowing of the 
w.'iter.a of all those bayous and oanals, occa- 
sioned by the tideof the sea, or by the winds 
riLi»iiig the waters in the lake, forms, on all 
their banks, depouts of slime, which ore 
csjiitiiiually raising them atwve the rest of 
ttie suil 1 so that the bterval between two 
Ii:u'0u9 is below the level of their banks,and 
the soil is generally covered with water and 
inud, in which aquatic plant«, or large rceds, 
of tlic height of from six to eight feet, grow 
in abundance. It sometimes happens that 
tlio rains, or the filtrated waters, collected in 
tliose intervak, or basins, not finding a vent, 
form what nre called tremMing prairiet ^ 
n)il<jhare at all times impassable to men 

Enclosed you will receive a list of the killed 
find n-ounded, and a correct statement of the 
furce which I had the honour to command at the 
oonimoicement of the action, together with an 
t^lininie of the force I had to contend against, 
as ncknowledged by the enemy, which will 
enHlik'you to decide how for the honour of our 
cniinfjj's flag has been Bopported in this 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
^ THOMAS AP CATESBT JONES. 
Amcriceu force, - - 25 guns — 204 men. 
Briii^h do. - . 42 guns— 1200 men. 
British loss, - 17 killed— 77 wouadcd: 
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and domestic animals. The land in Lower 
LooiBiana slopes in the inTeree direction of 
the soil of othec countries, being most ele- 
vated on the sides of the rivers, and sinking 
Bfi it recedes from them. The Mississip] 
ab Now Orleans, periodicallj swells 14 or 
feet; and is than from three to four fe 
above the level of its banks. To confine i 
waters withia Its bed, dikes or ramparts, 
called in Louisiana levies, have beonraiscd 
<on ite banks, from the highlands towards iU 
month, a little above the level of the highest 
Ewells ; without which precaution, the lands 
-would be entirelj overflowed, from four to 
five months in the year. The reader will 
now be better able to appreciate the difficul- 
ties our troops and seamcD had to encounter 
in transporting themselTes, their baggage, 
provisions, and artitlery, to the scene of ope- 
rations on the left, bank of the Mississippi," 

After the capture of the gan boats thi 
,.v B-.., .. British were enabled t< 
advance to within about 
Bu miles of the citj, and here, onfortunately, 
in place of pressing on, the success of tlie 
enterprise was considered so certain that 
halt was called to recruit the men, and allow 
the rcinfurcementu to come up. Had the 
Sritish despised the American soldiers less, 
and not made so sure of their game, the cap- 
ital of the Southern Provinces with its mil- 
lions must have fallen into their hands. 
To the halt and the advance by the bajou 
Sicnvenn, instead of approaching' by Lake 
Pontchartrain, so as to take the city in the 
rear, may be ascribed General Jackson's 
BUCcesB and the repulse of the British. 

On. the halting of the British General 

rSuhtlDE on tto aSrd. Jackson delermined U 
"'^**'^ en deavourto arrest theii 

further progress, ond during those dayi 
some sharp skirmishing ensued, a good 
many being killed and wounded on both 
sides, and the Caroline, American schooner, 
blown up. This vessel in concert with the 
Louisiana sloop had effected a powerful diver- 
Bion on the British flank. 

The loss of the British may bo estimated 
en those dnja at two hundred and seventy- 
five killed and wounded, that of the Ameri- 
cana, according to their own account, at two 
lumdral sujI tbirtcen. 



On the evening of the 26th Sir IMwsnl 
AiTftii (r<A fcrwmo t P^^onham arrived to 
take the command, 
bringing with him reinforcements which 
brought up the number of his troops to five 
thousand and forty. The Americans receiv- 
ed also considerable reinforcements, making 
General Jackson's force at least fourteen 
thousand men. 

From this date till the Sth of January a 
series of conflicts took place, tho nature of 
which will be best ciplained by the follow- 
ing extract from a work written by a sub- 
altern in the Brittjth army. 

" During the 28th, 20th, 30th, Slat, strong 
detachments from the different eorps wore 
employed in bringing a train of heavy ord- 
nance from the boats, with ample supply of 
powder and ball. The labor and difficulty 
of Bocoinplishing it were beyond calculation. 
Nor was it the only irksome duly in which 
we engaged. The piquets were never moun- 
ted without suffering, sooner or latter, an 
attack. Sometime tho enemy contented them- 
selves with cannonading tho outposts ; sonie- 
timca they advanced largo corps in the day, 
who amused themselves and us with long 
unproStublo skirmishes. But their more 
usual system was to steal forward in see- 
tioQS, after dark, and to harass us with a 
desultory and troublesome fire of musketry 
till morning. . . - 

"As yet, neither 1 nor the men had ven- 
tured to light a Are, . . . But the day waa 
pierciugcold. A heavy shower fall from Uma 
to time, and the absolute discomfort of our 
situation proved too much for the whispersof 
prudence. Two fires were made to bluio up 
— one for the men, the other for myself and 
my companion. It seemed us if the Ameri- 
can artillerymen had waited for some such 
object U> direct their aim, for tho smoke had 
hardly begun to ascend, when they played 
upon us, from a battery of five guns, as per- 
fect a storm of grape-shot as ever whistled 
past the ears of men so situated, and in five 
minutes tho fires were abandoned. But 
with this tho enemy were not contented; 
under cover of the cAnnonado, a body of 
some two or three hundred infantry advan- 
ced, in extended order, IVou the line ... A 
jnoet tmintBreating skirmish ensued.. The 
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Americans, it was perfectly manifest, were 
raw troops. They made no determined ef- 
forts; probably it was not intended they 
should make efforts to drive us in. But they 
pressed forward from time te time, creeping 
along the ground, and running from ditch 
to ditch, and retreating again as soon as they 
had discharged their pieces. On our side no 
movement whatever was made. The men 
lay down, as I directed, behind a row of 
bushes, which served at least to conceal 
them from their opponents, and each file 
regularly shifting its ground, a pace or two 
to the right or left, as soon as it had fired. 
By this means many lives were saved, for 
the Americans regularly returned our fire, 
and they never failed to direct their aim to 
the spots from whence our smoke ascended. 
The affair having lasted four or five hours, 
the enemy at length saw fit to withdraw* 
and we returned to our ditch, with trifling loss 
of only two wounded. . . Their cannon con- 
tinued to annoy us to the last, insomuch 
that the very sentinels were under the ne- 
cessity of hiding themselves. ... It was now 
about midnight, and the darkness had be- 
come, almost without a metaphor, snch as 
might be felt. . Worn out with fatigue, I had 
returned to the ditch, not to seat myself be- 
side a comfortable blaze — ^for no fire had 
been lighted, and it would have been mad- 
ness to think of lighting one — but to rest my 
limbs a little, and to smoke a cigar. . . The 
enemy, finding that their heavy artillery 
hardly reached our camp, had moved two 
field-pieces and a mortar without their lines, 
and, advancing them as near to the sentries 
as a regard for their own safety would allow, 
wore now cannonading, not the outpost, but 
the main body of the British army. It was 
easy to perceive that the balls fell not short 
of their mark, Looking back towards the 
position, I saw that the fires were hastily 
covered up, and the murmur of voices which 
arose gave testimony that they were not 
thus stifled bofore it was necessary." 

During this time the British acknowledge 
a loss of fifty-five killed and wounded, the 
Americans of fifly one. 

The grand struggle which was to decide 
the fate of New Orleans did not, however, 
take place until the 8th, on the morning of 



which day the final attack was made by 
General Pakenham on General Jackson^B 
position. 

The extracts from General Lambert's de- 
spatch will enable the reader, with the assis- 
tance of the respective positions of the two 
armies, to understand the plan of attack and 
defence pretty clearly. Gen. Lambert says : 

Extract of Despatch from Mqjor General 
Lambert to Earl Baihurst 

''In order to give your lordship as clear & 
view as I can, I shall state the position of 
the enemy. On the lefl bank of the river it 
was simply a straight line of about a front 
of 1000 yards with a parapet, the right resting 
on the river, and the left on a wood which 
had been made impracticable for any body 
of troops to pass. This line was strengthened 
by flank works, and had a canal of about 
four feet deep generally, but not altogether 
of an equal width ; it was supposed to narrow 
towards their left : about eight heavy guns 
were in position on this line. The Mississippi 
is here about 800 yards across ; and they had 
on the right bank a heavy battery of 12 guns, 
which enfiladed the whole front of the posi- 
tion on the left bank. 

*' Preparations were made on our side, by 
very considerable labor, to clear out and 
widen a canal that communicated with a 
stream by which the boats had passed up to 
the place of disembarkation, to open it into 
the Mississippi, by which means troops could 
be got over to the right bank, and the co- 
operation of armed boats could be secured. 

" The disposition of the attack was as fol- 
lows: — a corps, con&isting of the 85tl^ light 
infantry, 200 seamen, and 400 marines, the 
5th West India Regiment, and four pieces of 
artillery, under the command of Colonel 
Thornton, of the 85 th, was to pass over during 
the night, and move along the rigfit bank 
towards New Orleans, clearing its front until 
it reached the flanking battery of the enemy 
on that side, which it had orders to carry. 

*' The assailing of the enemy's line in front 
of us, was to be made by the brigade com- 
posed of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, 
with three companies of the 95th, under 
Major General Gibbs, and by the 3d brigade, 
consisting of the 93d, two companies of the 
95th, and two companies of the fusiliers and 
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43d, under Major General Keanc; some 
block troops wero destined to sVirmish in 
the wood on tho right ; the principal (ittack 
was to be made by Miyor General Qibbs ; 
the 1st brigade, conaiBting of tho fuuUiers 
and 43d, formed the i-eserve; the attaeking 
columns were to bo provided with fascines, 
acaling-laddere, and roflfi ; tho whole to be 
at their stationa before daj-light. An ad- 
vanced batterjiaour front, of si il8-pounders, 
was throvm up during the night, about 800 
yards from tho enem/s line. The attack 
was to be made at tho earliest hour, 
looked-for difficulties, increased by the falling 
of the river, occasioned considerable delay 
in the entrance of the armed boats, and those 
destined to land Colonel Thornton's corps, 
by which four or fivo hours wore lost, and it 
was not until past five in tho morning, that 
the Ist division, consisting of 500 i 
over. Theeiuembkot the general movement 
waa lost, and in a point which was of the 
last importance to the attaok on tho le^ bank 
of the river, allhongh Colonel Thornton, 
yonr lordship will see in hia report, which I 
enclose, ably executed in every particular 
hia instructions, and fully justified tho confi- 
dence the commander of the forces plnccii in 
his abilities. The delay attending tiiat corps 
occosionod some on the left bank, and the 
attack did not take place until the columns 
were diacemiblo from the enemy's lines at 
more than 200 yards distance ; as they ad- 
vanced, a continued and most galling fire 
was opened fromevery part of their lino, and 
from the battery on the right bank. 

"The brave cumroauder nf the forces, who 
never in his life could refrain from being 
the post of honor, and sharing the dangers 
to which the troops were eiposod, 
from hia station be had made the signal for 
tho troops to advance, galloped i 
front to animate thenkby his presence, and 
he was seen, with hia hat off, encouraging 
them on the crest of tho glacis ; it was there 
(almost at the same time) ho received two 
wounds, one in his knoe, and another, which 
was almost instantly fatal, in his body 
felt in the arms of llajor M'Dougall, hie 
Aide-de-camp. The effect of this in the sight 
of tho troops, together with Major General 
Gibbs and Major General Keans being both 



borne off wounded at tho same time, with 
ly other commanding officers, and further, 
tho preparations to aid in crossing the ditch 
not being so forward as they ought to have 
been, from, perhaps, the men being wounded 

10 were carrying them, caused a wavering 

the column, which in such a situation be- 
came irreparable; and as I advanced with 
thereserve, atabont 250 yards from the line, . 
I had the mortification to observe tho whole 
fallingbackuponmeinthegrcatestconfusion. 
In this situation, finding that no imprea- 
1 bad Iraon made, that though many men 
hadreachedthediteh,andwcreeitherdrowned 

obliged to surrender, and that it was im- 
possible to restore order in the regimenta 
where they were, I placed the reserve ia 
position, until Icould obtain such information 
determine me how to act to the host of my 
judgment, and whether or not I should re- 
tho attack, and if so, I felt it could be 
done only by the reserve. The confidence I 
have in the corps composing it would have 
encouraged me greatly, though not without 
loss, which might have made tho attempt of 
consequence, as I know it was the 
opinion of the late din tin gui shed commander 
of the forces, that the carrying of the firat 
line would not be the least arduous service. 
After making tho best reflections 1 wu 
capable of, 1 kept the ground tho troops then 
held, and went to meet Vicc-Admiral Sir 
Aleiander Cochrane, and to tell him, that 
under all the circumstances I did :iot think 
it prudent to renew the attack that day. At 
about 10 o'clock, 1 learnt of the succeas rf 
Colonel Thornton's corps on the right bank. 
I Bent tho commanding officer uf the artillery. 
Colonel Dickson, to examine the situation of 
tho battery, and to report if it was tenable; 
but informing mo that he did not think it 
could bo held with security by a smaller 
corps than 2000 mon, I consequently ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Oubbins, on whom the 
command hod devolved, (Colonel Thornton 
being wounded], to retire. 

" Tho army remained in position until 
night, in order to gain time to destroy the 
18-pottndor battery wo had constructed the 
preceding night in advance. I then gave 
orders for the troops resuming the ground 
tbey Dccnpiod previous to the attack. 
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** Our loss has been very severe, bat I trust 
it will not be considered, notwithstanding 
the failure, that this army has suffered its 
military character to be tarnished. I am 
satisfied, had I thought it right to renew the 
attack, that the troops would have advanced 
with cheerfulness. The services of both 
army and navy, since their landing on this 
coast, have been arduous beyond anything 
I have ever witnessed, and difficulties have 
been got over, with an assiduity and perse- 
verance beyond all example, by all ranks, 
and the most hearty co-operation has existed 
between the two services. 

" It is not necessary for me to expatiate 
to you upon the loss the army has sustained 
in Major General the Honorable Sir E. 
Pakenham, Commander-in-chief of this force, 
nor could I do so in adequate terms. His ser- 
vices and merits are so well known,that I have 
only, in common with the whole army, to 
express my sincere regret, which may 
be supposed at this moment to come particu- 
larly home to me. 

"Major General Gibbs, who died of his 
wounds the following day, and Major General 
Keane, who were both carried off the field 
within 20 yards of the glacis, at the head of 
their brigades, sufficiently speak at such a 
mement how they were conducting them- 
selves. I am happy to say Major General 
Keane is doing well.'' 

Major Latour makes the total British forces 

OompanitlTe strength ^^ ^^ 8th amount tO 

of the Armies, ^j^g^ ^^ seventeen thou- 

sand men. From the official returns, however, 
we find that the British forces really consisted 
of seven thousand three hundred men, just 
ten thousand less than Major Latour repre- 
sents. If, as we have usually found it to be, 
the American return of their own force was 
diminished in the same ratio that that of the 
British was increased, then the revelations 
contained in Mr. O'Connor's history would 
warrant the belief that a very large force was 
under General Jackson's command. Ac- 
cording to O'Connor the total force amounted 

to six thousand one hundred and ninety-eight 
men. 

Considering then the national failing it is 
reasonable to conclude that the American 
force was at least as large as that of the 



Retreat of the British. 



BehaTioor of the troopi. 



British, while it must not be lost sight of 
that the returns of killed and wounded show 
how securely entrenched they must have 
been. The British loss in killed and wounded 
amounted to two thousand and thirty-six, 
that of the Americans to but seventy-one. 
The total loss of the British in this unfortunate 
expedition was two thousand four hundred 
and ninety-two, while the American loss did 
not exceed three hundred and thirty-three. 

On the morning after the battle General 

Lambert communicated 
with Sir A. Cochrane, 
and as the imprudence of making a further 
attack on an enemy so securely posted was 
obvious, it was determined that a retreat 
should be commenced. Accordingly on the 
night of the 18th instant the movement was 
made, and the army retired fourteen miles 
from their former position, and remained in 
bivouac until the 27th, when the whole were 
re-embarked. 

However unfortunate the termination of 

this expedition might 
have been, still we can- 
not find that discredit in any manner attaches 
to the troops. The fatigue they had under- 
gone had been incessant, and the Ibt of 
casualties shows that they were not chary of 
exposing their lives. Taking all these cir- 
cumstances into consideration, and making 
due allowance for the damp that must have 
been cast on the troops at seeing three of 
their Generals killed and wounded, we can 
only ascribe the failure at New Orleans to 
the same cause which saved Baltimore, the 
premature death of a British General. 

After the embarkation of the troops, the 
departure of the fleet w^ Relayed till the 5th 
of February, when they sailed, arriving on 
the 7th at Dauphine Island, and disembark- 
ing there. 

In the follovring despatches will be found 
a full account of the investment and surrender 
of Fort Bowyer on the 12th : — 

Extracts from Major General Lamherfs 

Despatch to Earl Bathurst. 
" It being agreed between Vice Admiral 
Sir Alexander Cochrane and myself that 
operations should be carried towards Mobile, 
it was decided that a force should be sent 
against Fort-Bowyer, situated on the eastern 
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point of the entrance of the bay, and from 
every information that could be obtained, it 
was considered a brigade would be sufficient 
for this object, with a respectable force of 
artillery. I ordered the 2d brigade, composed 
of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, for this 
service, together with such means in the 
engineer and artillery departments as the 
chief and commanding officer of the royal 
artillery might think expedient. The re- 
mainder of the force had orders to disembark 
on Isle Dauphine and encamp ; and Major- 
General Keane, whom I am truly happy to 
say has returned to his duty, superintended 
their arrangement. 

" The weather being favourable on the 7th 
for the landing to the eastward of Mobile 
point, the ships destined to move on that 
service sailed under the command of Captain 
Ricketts, of the Yengeur, but did not arrive 
in sufficient time that evening to do more 
than determine the place of disembarkation, 
which was about three miles from Fort- 
Bo wyer. 

"At daylight the next morning the troops 
got into the boats, and 600 men were landed 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Debbeig, of the 
44th, without opposition, who immedi- 
ately threw out the light companies under 
Lieutenant Bennett of the 4th regiment, to 
cover the landing of the brigade. Upon the 
whole being disembarked, a disposition was 
made to move on towards the fort, covered 
by the light companies. The enemy was 
not seen until about 1000 yards in front of 
their works ; they gradually fell back, and 
no firing took place until the whole had 
retired into the fort, and our advance had 
pushed on nearly to within 300 yards. — 
Having reconnoitred the forts with Lieute- 
nant-colonels Burgoyne and Dickson, we 
were decidedly of opinion, that the work was 
formidable only against an assault ; that 
batteries being once established, it must 
speedily fall. Every exertion was made by 
the navy to land provisions, and the neces- 
sary equipment of the battering train and 
engineer stores. We broke ground on the 
night of the 8th, and advanced a firing party 
to within 100 yards of the fort during the 
night. The position of the batteries being 
decided upon the next day, they were ready 



to receive their guns on the night of the 10th,. 
and on the^ morning of the 11th the fire of a 
battery of four 18-pounders on the left, and 
two 8-inch howitzers on the right, each 
about 100 yards distance, two C-pounders at 
about 300 yards, and eight small cohoms. 
advantageously placed on the right, with 
intervals of between 100 and 200 yards, all 
fumbhed to keep up an incessant fire for 
two days, were prepared to open. Prepara- 
tory to commencing, I summoned the fort, 
allowing the commanding officer half an 
hour for decision upon such terms as were 
proposed. Finding he was inclined to con- 
sider them, I prolonged the period, at his 
request, and at three o'clock the fort was 
given up to a British guard, and British 
colours hoisted ; the terms being signed 
by Major Smith, military secretary, and 
Captain Ricketts, R. N., and finally ap- 
proved of by the Vice-admiral and myself, 
I am happy to say our loss was not great ; 
and we are indebted for this, in a great 
measure, to the efficient means attached to 
this force. Had we been obliged to resort to 
any other mode of attack, the fall could not 
have been looked for under such favourablo 
circumstances. 

"We have certain information of a force 
having been sent from Mobile, and disem- 
barked about 12 miles off, in the night of the 
10th, to attempt its relief; two schooners 
with provisions, and an intercepted letter, 
fell into our hands, taken by Captain Price, 
R.N., stationed in the bay. 

Return of ordnance, ammunition, and 
stores, captured Jrom the enemy in this place, 
on the 12th instant. 

Fort-Bowyer, Feb. 14, 1815. 

21 guns, 1 8-inch mortar; 1 5j^-inch howit- 
zer, and a large quantity of ammunition. 

Lawrences' despatch to General Jackson, 

Lawrence's despatch found bclow in OUr 
toQenenU JackBon. ^^^^^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

to have impressed the American commander 



* Letter from Lieutenant' Colonel Lawrence to 
General Jaekso(i. 

Fort Bowyer, February 12, 1815. 

Sib, — Imperious necessity has compelled me 
to enter into articles of capitulation with Major 
General John Lambert, commanding his Britan- 
nic Majesty's forces in f^ont of Fort Bowyer, tk 
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with a very exalted opinion of the brayery of 
the defence, as he observee in a leti^r to the 
Secretary at War, of the 24th February : — 
''I received the sad intelligence of Fort 
Bowyer ; this is an event I little expected 
to happen, but afler the most gallant resist- 
ance; that it should have taken place, with- 
out even a fire from the enemy's batteries, is 
as astonishing as it is mortifying/' 

With this expedition the war by land may 
be said to have terminated, as wo find, leav- 
ing the British army at Mobile and Cumber- 
land island, and passing to the Canadas, 
that before the reinforcements which had 
been sent out under General Murray, had 
had time afforded them to wipe away the 
stain lefl on the national honor by Plattsburg, 
peace sent him and them home again. Be- 
fore, however, entering on the merits of the 
treaty or the considerations of the events 
we have been chronicling, we must return 
to the naval operations, in order to bring 
them down to the same date. 

The concluding naval events of the war 

oondading naT»i were of a very mixed as- 
eyentsofthewnr. ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ manner in 

which the capture of the President was ef- 
fected, not only furnished Commodore Dica- 
tur with various apparently well-grounded 
causes for his capture, but, at the same time, 
it did not by its importance, overshadow the 
loss of the Cyane and Levant, both captured 
by the Constitution. To begin, however, 
vnth the President. We find that this ves- 
sel left New York on the 14th January for a 
cruise in the Bay of Bengal, and after touch- 
ing the ground on a mud bank, pursued her 
course in company with the armed brig Ma- 
cedonian. Discovered on the morning of the 
I5th by the fleet, then off New York ; the 
President made every effort to escape, and 
would without doubt have effected that pur- 
pose, had it not been for the superior sailing 

copy of which I forward you for the purpose of 
effecting an immediate exchange of prisoners. 
Nothing but the want of provisions, and finding 
myself completely surrounded by thousands — 
batteries erected,^ on the sand-mounds, which 
completely commanded the fort — and the enemy 
having advanced, by regular approaches, within 
80 yards of the ditches, and the utter impossi- 
bility of getting any assistance or supplies, 
would have Induced mo to adopt this measure. 
Feeling confident, and it being the unanimous 



of the Endymion, Captain Hope, who sno- 
oeeded in bringing his bulky adversary to ac- 
tion. Captain Hayes' despatch to Admiral 
Hotham, will, however, taken in connection 
with extracts from Commodore Dicatnr's, 
afford an opportonity of judging the respec- 
tive claims of tiie commanders : 

From Captain Hay ts to Rear-admiral HoUuxm, 
Majesty, at sea, January 17, 1815. 
''Sir, — 1 have the honour to acquaint you, 
that notwithstanding my utmost endeavours 
to keep the squadron committed to my charge 
close in with Sandy Hook, agreeably to your 
directions, for the purpose of preventing the 
escape of the U. S., ship President, and 
other vessels ready for sea at Staten Island, 
we were repeatedly blown off by frequent 
gales ; but the very great attention paid to 
my orders and instructions by the respective 
captains, in situations difKcult to keep com- 
pany, prevented separation ; and, whenever 
the wind did force us from the coast, I inva- 
riably, on the gale moderating, placed the 
squadron on that point of bearing from the 
Hook I judged it likely from existing cir- 
cumstances, would be the enemy's track; 
and it is with great pleasure I have now to 
inform you of the success of the squadron in 
the capture of the U. S. ship President, Com- 
modore Decatur, on Sunday night, after an 
anxious chase of 18 hours. 

"On Friday the Tenedos joined me, with 
your order to take Captain Parker, in that 
ship, under my command. We were then 
in company with the Endymion and Ponome, 
off the Hook, and in sight of the enemy's 
ships; but that night the squadron was 
blown off again in a severe snow-storm. ' On 
Saturday the wind and weather became 
favourable for the enemy, and I had no 
doubt but ho would attempt his escape that 
night ^It was impossible, from the direc- 
tion of the wind, to get in with the Ilook ; 

opinion of the officers, that wo could not retain 
the post, and that the lives of many valuable 
officers and soldiers would have been uselessly 
sacrificed, I thought it most desirable to adopt 
this plan. A full and 'correct statement will be 
furnished you as early as possible. 

Captain Cbamberlin, who bears this to E. 
Livingston, Esq., will relate to him every par- 
ticular, which will, I hope, be satisfactory. 

I am, with respect, &c., 
W. LAWRENCE, Lieut-CoL Com. 
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and, as before stated, (in preference to 
closing the land to the southward,) we stood 
away to the northward and eastward, till the 
squadron reached the supposed track 
of the enemy ; and, what is a little singular, 
at the very instant of arriving at that point, 
an hour before day-light, Sandy llook bearing 
W.N.W. 15 leases, we were made happy 
by the sight of a ship and brig standing to 
the southward and eastward, and not more 
than two miles on the Majestic's weather- 
bow; the night-signal for a general chase 
was made, and promptly obeyed by all the 
ships. * 

* From Commodore Decatur to the American 
secretary of the navy, 

H. B. M. ship Endymion, at sea, 
January 18, 1815. 

Sib, — ^At day-light we discovered four ships 
in chase : one on each quarter, and two a-stem, 
the leading ship of the enemy a razee ; she 
commenced a fire upon us, but without effect 
At meridian, the wind became light and baf- 
fling ; we had increased our distance from the 
raxee, but the next ship a-stem which was also 
a large ship, had gained, and continued to 
gain upon us considerably. We immediately 
occupi^ all hands to lighten ship, by starting 
water, cutting away the anchors, throwing over- 
board provisons, cables, spare spars, boats, and 
every article that could be got at, keeping the 
Biuls wet, from the royals down. At 8, we had 
the wind quite light ; the enemy, who had now 
been joined by a brig, had a strong breeze, and 
were coming up with us rapidly. 

The Endymion (mounting 50 guns, 24 poimd- 
ers on the main-deck) had now approached us 
within gun-shot, and had conmienced a fire 
with her bow-guns, which we returned from our 
stem. At five o'clock she had obtained a posi- 
tion on our starboard-quarter, within half 
point-blank shot, on which neither our stem 
nor quarter-guns would bear, we were now steer- 
ing £. by N. the wind N.W. I remained with 
her in iids position for half an hour, in the 
hope that she would close with us on our broad- 
sioe, in which case 1 had prepared my crew to 
board ; but from his continuing to yaw his ship 
to maintain his position, it became evident, 
that to close was not his intention. Every fire 
now cut some of our sails or rig^ng. To have 
oontmued our course under these circumstances, 
would have been placing it in his power to 
cripple us, without being subject to injury him- 
self ; and to have hauled up more totiienorth- 
wazd to bring our stem guns to bear, would 
have exposed us to his ralong fire. It was now 
dnsk, when I determined to alter my course 
•outh, for the purpose of bringing the enemy 
a-beam; and, ^though their ships a-stem were 
drawing up fast, I felt satisfied I should be 
doaliled to throw him out of the combat before 



'' In the course of the day the chase became 
extremely interesting, from the endeavours of 
the enemy to escape, and the exertions (of 
the British commanders) to get their res- 
pective ships alongside of him : the former, 
by cutting away his anchors, and throwing 
oveivboard every moveable article, with a 
great quantity of provisions; and the latter, 
by trimming their ships in every way possi- 
ble to effect their purpose. As the day ad- 
vanced, the wind declined, giving the Endym- 
ion an evident advantage in sailing; and 
Captain Hope's exertions enabled him to get 
his ship alongside of the enemy, and com- 

they could come up, and was not without hopes, 
if the night proved dark, (of which there was 
every appearance,) that I might still be ena- 
bled to effect my escape. Our opponent kept 
off at the same instant wc did, and our fire 
commenced at the same time. Wo continued 
engaged, steering south, and studding-sails set, 
two hours and a half, when we completely suc- 
ceeded in dismantling her. Previously to her 
dropping entirely out of the action, there wore 
intervals of minutes, when the ships were 
broadside, in which she did not fire a gun. At 
this period, (half-past 8 o'clock,) although dark, 
the other ships of the squadron were in sight, 
and almost within gun-shot. We were of course 
compelled to abandon her. In re-assuming 
our former course for the purpose of avoiding 
the squadron, we were compelled to present our 
stem to our antagonist ; but such was his state, 
though we were thus exposed and within range 
of his guns for half an hour, that he did not 
avail himself of this favourable opportunity of 
raking us. We continued this course until 
eleven o'clock, when two Aresh ships of the 
enemy (the Pomone and Tenedos) had come up. 
The Pomone had opened her fire on the lar- 
board bow, within musket-shot; the other, 
about two cables' length a-ste];n, taking a 
raking position on our quarter; and the rest 
(with the exception of the Endymion^ within 
gun-shot Thus situated, with about one fifth 
of my crew killed and wounded, my ship crip- 
pled, and a more than four-fold force opposed 
to me, without a chance of escape left, I deemed 
it my duty to simrender. 

It is with emotions of pride I bear testimony 
to the gallantry and steadiness of every officer 
and man I had the honour to command on this 
occasion ; and I feel satisfied that the fact of 
their having beaten a force equal to themselves, 
in the presence, and almost under the guns, of 
so vastly a superior force, when, too, it was 
almost self-evident that whatever their exer- 
tions might be, they must ultimately be cap- 
tured, w^ be taken as evidence of what they 
would have performed, had the force opposed 
to them been in any degree equal. 

Of our loss in kili^ and wounded, I am 
unable, at present, to give you a correct state* 
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mODce close action, at half an hour past !> 
o'clock in the eTeoing, which was continued 
with great gallantly and spirit, on both 
aides for two houn and a half, wheri t)ic' 
Endymion's saila being cnt from the jajile, 
the enemj got vheod : Captun Hope taking 
thie opporttmit;r to bend new g^li, to enubte 
him to get his ship alongside again, llio 
action ceased ; till the Pomona, getting 
npat half-past 11 at night, and firing d few 
ihots, the enemy hiuled to mj she had alhuaily 
surrendered. 

" The ship, on being taken poaaeaaion of, 
proved to t)e the Preaident^ aa above atated, 
oommonded bj Conunodore Decatur. 
, " The veaael in company with her wae the 
Mooedonian brig, a merdtBnt«hip, IfLdoii 
irith provisiona, which made her escape by 
very auperior aoiling. 

" And DOW, air, Ei very pleaaing part (jfiiiy 
duty IB, the bearing testimony to the ab\c 
and masterly manner in which the Endy- 
mion was conducted, and the gallantry ivitli 
which ahe waa fought; and when the cETet;! 
produced by her well-directed fire upon the 
President is witnesed, it cannot be doubted 
but that Captuu Hope would have succeeded 
either in capturing OT sinking her, had ) 
of. the squadron been in sight 

" I hare not yet been able to aacettaii 
losa of the President, but I believe it to he 



ment ; the sttentjon of the surgeon being so 
entirely occupied with the wounded, that he 
was unable to make out a correct return when 
I left the Proaident; nor shall 1 be able to 
make it until oar arrival in port, we bavins 
parted company with the squadron jesUrdaj'. 
The enclosed list, with the eiception, I feur, or 
its b^g short ot the number, will be founii 
correct. 

For 24 hours after the action it was nearly 
calm, and the squadron were occupied in re- 
pairing the crippled ships. Such of the crcn 
of the President as ware not badly wounJed. 
were put on board the different ships ; myaeli 
and a part of my crew were pot on board Ihh 
■hip. On the ITth we hud a gaJe from <h» 
eastward, when tbis ship lost her bowsprit, lure 
and mun-masts. and miien-top-most, all <.'( 
which were badly wounded ; and was, in cnn- 
scquence of her disabled condition, t^ligcJ tu 
throw overboard all her upper-dsck guns ; bci- 
loss in killed and wounded must have been lery 
great. 1 have not been able to ascertain the 
extent. Ten irerebnriedofterlcameonhonnl; 
(80 hours sftOT the action ;) the badly wauad- 
ed, snch as were obliged to keep their cots. 
«eenpy the starboard aide cf the gnn-daok, From 



much greater than the Endymiou's, and she 
hod eiz feet water in the hold when ta^«t> 
poBseaaion of. Both ahipa were very nadi 
out in masts and rigging ; and, had the pre- 
sent most severe gale commenced twelve 
hours sooner the prioe would nndonbtodlj 
have sunk. 

I have the honour to be, ftc 

JOHN HAYES, oaptwi. 
Rear-admiral the Hon Sir H. Hothom." 

Number of persons of all descriptions on 
board the Prasident, previous to the action, 
about 490. 

Number of her guns 59. 

Commodore Decatur has mode the most 
he could of this affair, and in his attempta to 
moke the beat of a bad cause, be appears to 
have been ably supported by his chaplain, 
who seems to have been ready to swear to 
anything, as in the case of the chaplain of 
the Essex frigate. Unfhitunately, however, 
the schoolmaster on board the Preudent, 
Mr. Bowie, gave directly contrary evidence 
to that of tho chaplain, and the circnnwtonce 
of only one shot having entered the Presi- 
dent's larboard aide, the one opposed to the 
Pomone, aifords corroborative evidence of 
the truth of Mr. Bowie's statement, " Utat 
no man had been hurt by the Pomone'i 
Gre," in disproof of Dicatur's assertion con- 
tained in note.* Previous to the capture of 



the eabin-bnlk-heod to the main-maet From 
the crippled state of the President'a span, 1 
feel satisfied she could not have saved her 
ussts, and I feel serious apprehensions for the 
safety of our wounded left on board. 

It is due to Captain Hope to state, that every 

attention has been paid by him to myself and 

officers that have been placed on board hia ship, 

that delicacy and humanity could dictate. 

I bate the honour to be, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUK. 
The Hon. Ben, W. Crowninsfaield, 
Secretory of the navy. 
Briliih squadron Tijemd to t'n (Ae Uuer. 
M^estio rasee, Endymion, Pomone, Teaedos, 
Despatch brig. 
[^n-f/oUotff (Ac xamet a/2'1 iaUol ; fie vowsded.] 

* ExiToet of a lelttrfrom Cemmodore Deeatmr If \ 
the Amtritan ttentary of At naoy. 

New Toric, March 6, 1816. 
"In my official letter of the 18lh of Jan- 
uary, I omitted to state, that a conaidarabl* 
number of my killed and wounded was ttom the 
fire of the Pomone, and that the Endymioa had 
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the President, Commodore Decatur hod ex- 
pressed an earnest desire to fall in with the 
Endjmion, openly avowing his capability to 
capture an Englbh line of battle ship with 
his frigate. Let us compare the respective 
sizes of the line of battle ship and the frig- 
ate : — 

Endymion. President. 
Weight of broadside, lbs. 676 - 916 

Crew— Men - - - 319 - 472 

Boys - - - 27 - 5 

ionnage - - - 1277 - 1533 

We have heard it stated by an old inhabi- 
tant of Bermuda, who saw the vessels a few 
days after the action, that the President, 
alongside of the Endymion, was ''like a 
quart alongside of a pint bottle," and this 
difference in their size reflects the greater 
credit on Captain Hope, to whom it is a pity 
the opportunity was afforded of lowering, 
single-handed, the American mania for 
boasting. 

Taking Commodore Dicatur's whole mysti- 
fication and false stating of this affair into 
consideration, and comparing his statements 
with extracts from logs of the British evi- 
dence, the co9viction is forced upon us that 
the American commander resorted to sub- 
terfuges and misstatements to cover hb de- 
feat, unworthy both an officer and gentleman. 

The next affair that comes before us for 
consideration is the capture, by the Consti- 
tution, of the Cyane, mounting thirty, and 
the Levant eighteen guns — ^the one manned 
by one hundred and fifty-six men and twenty- 
six boys ; the other by one hundred and fif- 
teen men and sixteen boys. The weight of 
metal thrown by the Constitution's broad- 
side equalled that of her two antagonists 
put together, while the British vessels only 
mounted carronades, and the Constitution 
showed on her broadside seventeen long 
twenty-fours. Again, the Constitution had 

an board, in addition to her own crew, one lieu- 
tenant, one master's mate, and fifty men belong- 
ing to the Satom, and when the action ceased, 
was left motionless and unmanageable, until 
she bent new sails, rove new rigging, and fished 
her spars ; nor did she rejoin the squadron for 
six hours after the action, and three hours 
alter the surrender of the President My sword 
was delivered to Captain Hayes, of the Miges- 
tic, the senior officer of the squadron, on his 
quarter-deck ; which he, with great politeness, 
ifluaediately returned. I have the honor to 



four hundred and seventy-two men, her 
antagonists two hundred and sixty-one, ex- 
clusive of boys. The particulars of the 
action will be found in the appendix,* and 
we need only remark further that the officers 
and crews were honourably acquitted by a 
Court Martial, and applauded for the gallant 
defence offered. 

The commander of the Constitution laid 
claim to great credit for having captured 
two vessels, contending that*' a divided force 
is better for action," the vain-glorious com- 
mander forgot, however, that, on a previous 
occasion, he had declared *^ that three large 
frigates, placed in the most favorable posi- 
tion would be compelled to yield to a seventy- 
four gun ship, owing to the latter being 
stronger in scantling and thicker in sides.'' 

The Constitution was as strong in scant- 
ling and as thick in the sides as the Presi- 
dent, and on the capture of that vessel it was 
found that she differed in no respect from 
the stoutest eeventy-four in the British ser- 
vice, it is not wonderful then that her two 
pigmy opponents were compelled to yield 
to such decided superiority. 

The Constitution with her two prizes 
arrived at Porto Praya, in the island of St. 
Jago on the 7th March, but on the 8th were 
compelled to stand out to sea to avoid cap- 
ture by a British squadron. In the chase 
that ensued the Levant was recaptured, but 
strange to say the other two escaped unpur- 
sued. And we agree with James that, as 
this circumstance afforded the Americans 
grounds for asserting that the British vessels 
were unwilling to come to close quarters, 
although two of them threw a much heavier 
broadside than the Constitution, the suffering 
the larger vessels to escape reflected much 
discredit on the judgment of the British 
commandess. 

enclose you my parole, by which you will per- 
ceive the Britith admit the President was cap- 
tared by the squadron. I should have deemed 
it unnecessary to have drawn your attention 
to this document, had not the fact been stated 
differently in the Bermuda Gazette, on our 
arrival there; which statement, however, the 
editor was compelled to retract, through the 
interference of the governor, and some of the 
British officers of the squadron." 

* See Appendix A and B. 
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Another nautical romance conSected with 
this vessel was the assertion that every effort 
was made by Gapt. Stewart to bring the Bri- 
tish frigate La Pique to action, but that she 
escaped in the night after a long chase ; the 
best answer to this boast will be found in 
appendix*, and it will then be for the 
readers to judge on which side the disincli- 
nation to come to close quarters really 
existed. 

The only affairs which took place after this, 
were the capture of the St. Lawrence, mail 
schooner, proceeding with tidings of peace 
from the Admiral at Bermuda to the United 
States ; of the Penguin, brig, by the U. S. 
ship Hornet; and that of the East India 
Company's armed vessel, Nautilus by the 
ship Peacock. A statement of the compara- 
tive force easily enables us to account for 
the capture of both the Penguin and Nauti- 
lus. The Penguin mounted sixteen carro- 
nades, thirty-twos, and two six-pounders; 
and had a complement of one hundred and 
twenty two, of whom seventeen were boys ; 
it may also be added that out of the entire 
ships' crew, only twelve had been ever in 
action. 

The Hornet carried eighteen carronades, of 
same weight as those of the Penguin, two 
long eighteens, swivels in her tops, throw- 
ing fifty shot at a discharge, and upon her 
quarters two similar swivels. The comple- 
ment of the Hornet was one hundred and 
seventy- three men. The last affair between 
the Nautilus and Peacock was one that 
reflected the crowning disgrace on the Ame- 
rican character for veracity and honour, and 
a glance at the annexed notes in the appen- 
dix! will prove how unworthy captain War- 
rington was to be considered a man. His 
excuses are so transparently false, and the 
impudent assertion that only one broadside 

* See Appendix C. 
t See Appendix D. 
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was fired, made wo presume to show what 
execution one American broadside could do, 
so clearly disproved, that the only conduaion 
to be arrived at is that the doughty Ameri- 
can Hero seeing how diminutive an opponent 
was before him determined to acquire lau- 
rels at an easy rate. 

Our task is ended, and all that remidns 

for us is to record the 
signing of a treaty at 
Ghent,* on the 24th day of December, 1814. 
Every one who reads the ninth article of this 
treaty, and reflects on the conduct of succes- 
sive American Qovemments to the Indians, 
will see how false to every promise then made 
the nation has been. Not contented, too, 
with acquiring the lands of the red men, 
Americans do not hesitate to assert the ne- 
cessity of destroying every Indian on the 
American continent. That by the sword 
and the introduction of ardent spirits they 
have also too well succeeded, is a subject of 
deep regret to those who still cherish an in- 
terest in the fate and fortunes of the abori- 
ginal possessors of the soil. 

In what a proud position, now, did the Ca- 
nadians stand at the declaration of peace, 
and in what a ridiculous light the American 
Government I Ignorant of the undying lore 
of their country that animated every Cana- 
dian, and nerved their arms for the contest, 
the United States Government had boastingly 
announced that Canada must be conquered, 
as it was a rod held over their heads, a fortress 
which frowned haughtily on their country. 
What was the result of all their expeditions 
and proclamations, that two of their fort- 
resses were in our possession at the time of 
the peace, and that, seeing a seventy-four 
and large frigate had been launched at 
Kingston, it would have been utterly impos- 
sible for them, having lost the command of 
the Lake, to have prevented the fall of Sack- 
ett's harbour early in 1815. 



* Treaty of Peace, Appendix, &o. 
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A. 
From Captain Stewart to the American Secretary 

of the Navy, 

U. 8. frigate Constitution, Mny, 1815. 

Sib, — On 20th February hmi, the island of 
Maderia bearing about W.8.W. distant CO 
leagues, we fell in with H. D. M. two ships of 
war, the Cajne and Levant, and brought them 
to action about 6 o'clock in the evening ; both 
of which, after a spirited engagement of 40 
minutes, surrended to the ship under my com- 
maiid. 

Considering the advantage derived by the 
•nomy, from a divided and more active force, 
as also thmr superiority in the weight and num- 
ber of guns, I deem tbe speedy and decisive re- 
sult of this action the strongest assurance which 
ean be given the government, that all under my 
command did their duty, and gallantly sup- 
ported the reputation of American seamen. 

laolosed you will receive the minutes of the 
•etioiiy and a list of the killed and wounded on 
board this ship. Also inclosed you will receive 
for your information, a statement of the actual 
foree of the enemy, and the number killed and 
wounded on board their ships, as near as could 
be ascertained. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

CHARLES STEWART. 

Hon. B. W. Crowninshield, Secretary 
of the Navy, Washington. 

B. 

American' Minutez of the Chase of the U. S. 
frigate Conetitulion^ hy an English squadron 
of three shipe^ from out the harbour of Port 
Praya, Island of St, J ago. 

Commences with fresh breezes and thick 
fbgsy weather. At 5 minutes past 12, dis- 
ooverod a large ship through the fog, standing 
Ib Port Pniya. At 8 minutes past 12, dis- 
oovered two other large ships a-stem of her, 
also standing in for the port. From their gen- 
2C 



eral appearance, supposed them to be one of the 
enemy's squadrons ; and, from the little respect 
hitherto paid by them to neutral waters, 1 
deemed it most prudent to put to sea. The 
signal WAS made to the Cayne and Levant to 
get under weigh. At 12, after meridian, with 
our top-sails set, we cut our cable, and got un- 
der way, (when the Portuguese opened a fire 
on us from several of their batteries on shore,) 
the prize-ships following our motions, and 
stood out of the harbour of Port Praya, close 
under East Point, passing the enemy's squadron 
about gun-shot to windward of them : crossed 
our top-gallant yards and set foresail, mainsail, 
spanker, flying-gib and top-gallant sails. The 
enemy, seeing us under way, tacked ship, and 
made all sail in chase of us. As far as wo 
could judge of their rate?, from the thick- 
ness of the weather, supposed them two 
ships of the line, and one frigate. At 
half-past meridian cut away the boats tow- 
ing a-ste'm, first cutter, and gig. At 1 
P. M. found our sailing about equal with the 
ships on our lee-quarter, but the frigate luffing 
up, gaining our wake, and rather dropping a- 
stern of us ; finding tlie Cayne dropping a-stem, 
and to-leeward, and the frigate gaining on her 
fast, I found it impossible to save her if she 
continued on the same course, without having 
the Constitution brought to action by their 
whole force. I made the signal, at 10 minutes 
past 1 P. M. to her to tack ship, which was 
complied with. This manoeuvre, I conceived 
would detach one of the enemy's ships in pur- 
suit of her; while, at the same time, from her 
position, she would be enabled to reach the* 
anchorage at Port Praya, before tha detached 
ships could come up with her ; but if they did« 
not tack after her, it would afford her an op< 
portunity to double their rear, and make her 
escape before the wind. They all CDUtinued in- 
full chase of the Levant ond this ship, the 
ship on our lee-quarter firing, by divisions, 
broadsides, her shot falling short of us. At 8 
P. M. by our having droppeil the Levant consi- 
derably, her situation became (from the position 
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of th« enemy's frigate) similar to tbeCnj'ne. It 
beoune neoeMar; to Bepnrate also from the 
LtTUit, or risV this ship boing brotlght to ac- 
tion to ooTSr bar. I mado the signal, at & 
min. pasts, for her to bock irbicb she complied 
with. At 12 minnlos past 3 tho wbole of the 
enem j'b sqaadron tucked in punoi t of the LeTsnt 



and gave npthe pnrsnitofthis bbip. This sscri- 
fice of the Levant became necessnrj, for the pre- 
serration of the CoDBtitation. GailiDg-mut«r 
Hiion, Klidehipman Vnrnum, a bontswain'a 
male, and ]2 men, were absent on dutj in tho 
fifth cntt«r, to bring the cnrtel-brig nnder our 
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f^om Lituttnant Boyet la lit Secretary of lAt 
Eatt India eaiKpatiji'i marm»-board. 

Sir, I beg leave to acquaint you, for tJ 
fomation of the board, that the wounds 
received by me on the SOth Jnne Usl, in 
ehort but smnrt action with an American sloe 
of wH, off Anjier, in the etraitx of Snudo, hni 
hitherto prevented my transmitting an official 
report ef tbe circumstUDceB attending that 
mslaDcboljt affair. 

I am happy to stnte, that my health is noi 
tolerably re-established ; and I tbiub myself 
particularly fort«DHte, considrring the nature 
of my Konnds, that the honour of addressing 
you on tills subjcet has been reserved for my 
pen, nIthoDgh, do doubt, public rumor has, era 
this, put you in posaoBSion of most of the I^cts 
which I now do myself the honor to state, and 
rcqaesl that yon will do me thefavorto aobmit 
them to the honorable beardl 

On the SOth June last, bfing o^ Anjier, in 
tho straits of Suntia, On my passage to Bengal, 
in charge of public dexpntches from the Java 
government, 850014 P.M. a ilrango sail hove 



in sight, standing with a fbir wind to the north- 
eastward ; a'nd, as the lionorable company'* 
cruiser Nautilns, nndcr my command, was 
working to the south-westward, the two vc^eels 
approached each other rapidly ; and, when the 
stranger was diatnnt obout tiiree miles, I ob- 
served Ihnt she had British colors hoisted, 
and knowing that nnivcrani peace had been re- 
itorod to Great Britain, I dispatched a boat in 
chorgeofmy master, Mr. IJartlett, to obtain 
intelligence, which reached the stronger nearly 
at tho some time as the master-attendant's from 
lore i and I observed, with njy i^iying- 
that the officers had no sooner got Dp tp 
the ship's aide than tho crews were forcibly 
1. and hoth boats made fast a-Elcm. i 
prepared for action, and the stranger at once 
opened her tier of ports, ond bore down towant* 
To prevent her croasing our hawse [ 
lacked, then shortened aaii, hove to, and rooa 
afterwards hailed the strenpfr, " What ship it 
To which I received no reply, until re- 
peated four times, nnd then merely " HoUoo '." 
About this pfriod Uio English blue ei sign wsi 
hauled down, nnd American colours hoisted. I 
then asked " Am I to consider you in the light 
d or an enemy?" Tho reply was. 



" Jia eneaij," I then informed the Amcricaii 
ecpt^Q that peftce h«d been rfttiG«il between 
Oreat Britun and the Unit«d Stales or Am«i^ 
iia ; also, that I bad the praclamation on board, 
and ht^ed that a due consideraUoa of this 
iioatd ioduoe him to spare blooiUhed. 1 w«ai 
then commanded, in a Terj loud and peremptory I 
manoer, to "hunl down n; colours," which' 
WIS immediately repeated itill louder, nod ' 
with the addiUoQ of " insteullj ;" to which I 
replied, " I ibiJl do no such thing." The 
American then opened bii fire on us, bj which i 
two men were killed at the gun near me, and ' 
I received a grape-shot, in a eiaoting direction, I 
through the right cheek of m; poBloriora. A 
abort but briak action eDsoed, and obeerring 
some casualties, mj first lienteaiuit, Hr. Kobert 
Hayston, and sereral others, wounded, and i 
being myself disabled by a S2-pound shot 
which shattered my right kaee-joint, and splin- 
tered my thighbone ; also congidoriDg the great 
disparity of force, I deemed it my duty, al- ' 
though I miut confess that it was with no small 
degree of reluctance, to Blrike the British 
colours to the American. Her first tteutenont, 
about dusk, took possession of ns. She proTed 
to be the U. S. sloop of war Peacock, Captain 
Waninglini, cairying twenty 32-ponDd carro- 
nades, and two Ions IS-poonders. Her crew is i 
B^d to eoDiist of ^0 men. 

Both letselg anchored for the night about six; 
miles off Airier, uid in the morning I was per- 
mitted to be taken on shore, a* well as the rest 
of the wounded in compliance with mj request 
to that effeoU 

Aboat 2 P. H. on the day following the ac- 
tion, the honorable oompany's cmiser N'astilas 
waa restored, and Captain Warrington ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Macgregor, master-at- 
tendttat at Anjier, stating, that in consequence 
«f the infbrmation received from him. and the 
Mvtiiil differtnt louna from which be had 
hoard that a peace had been eoDcloded between 
the United States and Great Britain, he felt 
himself bound to desist fhim hostilities, and re- 
gretted that his rtatonablt demand hadnot been 
oomplied with by the commander of Nautilus ' 
brig the preceding afternoon. 

On the 4th of July the Nautilus sailed for 
Oatavla, where she arriied the day following, 
and was sent from thence to Rombang, on the 
ooost oFJaTO, in the temporary charge of acting 
lieutenant Barnes, [who was ordered on board 
fWim the honorable company's cmiBei Malabar, 
by Captain Hepburn,} to receiro such repairs as 
the dsjaages she had sustiuned required. In the 
mean time I remained, on account of my 
woandfl, on shore at Anjier, where I was most 
linndscmely receiTed and accommodated by Che 
bj the kindnese of Colonel Yule, resident, and 
«tt«nded by Mr. Harry Thompson, surgeon of 
the district On the 14th of July it was deemed 
necesaary to amputate my right leg. I sub- 
mitted to the operation, and it was occordingly 
token off aboTO tbo knee. On the 20tb follow- 
ing I WM removed to the residence of Colonel 
Vule, at Cerom, and there I remained, ezperi-. 
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encing ercry mark of hospitality, and the moet 
unlimited attention, ontll the rettm of the 
Nautjias l>om Rembang ; at which period find- 
ing my health tolerably restored, I rejoined her 
on the 2Sd instant 

j I beg learo to sulyoin a list of the killed and 
I wounded on board the honorable company's 
, cruiser Nautilus, on the SOth of last June ; and, 
in having to lament the loss of so many, I re- 
gret that a fairer opportunity fbr their exer- 
tions was not atforded them, and nyself, with a' 
' vessel of more equal force. > 

I What lose tiie American may have sostaiaed 
I am not able to say. If report is to be relied 
on, they bad four or five men wounded, and 
their bow-gun dismounted. 
, The damage the NaoUlns received in the ao- 
tion was considerable both to her hull and 
'''Kg'''K' ^iiB bends on the starboard-aide, 
I (the side engaged,) were shivered tt'om aft to 
the fore-chains, and the bulwark, from the 
chess-tree aft, much torn. The launch and cut- 
ter were both perTarated with shot, the lower 
mast and tiller slightly wounded with gr^w, 
snd the haom-moin-saif shot through in many 
places. Two guns were disabled by the 
enemy's shot, and the sheet-anchor completely 
!0, by the loss of Its iron stock, ring, and fluke. 
Four 32-ponnd shot, that were found lodged, 
bave been picked out of her; one was under tlie 
ooontcr, very nearly level with the water. A 
great number of small-arms and gunner's stores 
were thrown overboard by the Americana on 
their taking possession, to clear the dock. The 
packets, T am happy to say, remaned on board 
without being touched, but almost every thing 
below was ransacked. 

It now only remtdns for ne to do that jattjoe 
to the conduct of the officers and crew of the 
NauUlus, on the SOth of last June, which they 
so well deserve, by declaring my admiration of 
their firmness, and thus publicly expressing my 
tatisfsction with their conduct throughout 

The two seapoys and native servant, vrltb 
iimputated limbs, have, I understand, recovered, 
:ind been sent by Captain WUllani Eatwell, of 
the honorabia company's cruiser Benares, to 
Calcutta, in the honorable company's cruiser 
.^jitelope. Lieutenant Maystone's wound vros 
iince healed, but has broken out afresh ; be Is 
bowever now, I am happy to say, again on the 
fecovery.* My own onre bos been greatly im- 
peded by two unfortunate fistulas, in my stimip, 
which have caused me to suffer much. The 
rest of the wounded ore all welL 

Enidenct of Ur. Macgrt^T. 

Qatitian. Did you oommunicate to the offi- 
<;era of the enemy's ship, before the aotloti 
between her and the honorable company's crui- 
ser Nautilus took plaoe, that peace had been 
'Concluded between Great Britain and tbe United 
states, and ratified by both parties t Anmtr. 
I did : I commnnicated to Uie first lieutenant, 

• Tha woKiid mUaqnmU/ martUlHl, ud hg died Di» 
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OD luB informiDg me thftt I naa a prisoacr of 
war; but I motm said it, when tho cnp- 
taia came forward ani] ordered me to be luken 
below. I communioaled tbe abora ala(? lo Ihe 

Siraer of the ebip, in the ward-room. — Q. 
hat lime had yon been on board before ilie 
commencement of the said acUonT A. Railicr 
more than a quarter of an bonr. — Q. lias any 
reply been made by any of the officers of the 
American sloop of waronjonrcommunbaiiDn! 
A, Yee. — Q. By whom? A. The purser. 
—Q. What was the reply! A. I dn not 
Jtnow Aou tee (an avoid a Utile braih; — nnil the 
pnrtier ordered me to go oat of tho way I ntg the 
side-cabin." 

From Captain Warrington (o tU American Stc- 
relary of tht Nary. 
D. 8. ship Peacock, Not. 11, 1815. 

>' As it is probable yon will hereafter se« or 
hear some other account of a rencontre whiofa 
took place between the reacock and the Iiust 
India company's brig Nautilus, on tbc .10th 
of June latt, in the struts of 3anda, I toko tbe 
liberty of making known loyou the particulars. 

In Uie afternoon of that day, wfaen a-breast 
of Airier, as we cloaed with this brig, which 
uppeared evidently a Tessoi ofwar, arJ com- 
pletely prepared for action, her coannander 
hailed, and asked, if I knew there was a peace. 
I replied in the negative, dircctiiig him, at the 
gameUme, tohaulhia colours down, if itKcrcthc 
case, in taken ofiti addingthat, if he did cot,! 
should fire into bor. This being refused oi 
Ihe forward guna were Sred at her, which 
immediately retamod by a broadado ttum tho 
btHg; our broadside was then didcharg^d, and 

his ooloura were struck, after having iii ' 

killed, and seven or eight wounded. As 
not the most distant idea of peace, and this 
vessel was but a short distance from the fort of 
Anjier, I considered his assertion, coupled with 
his ammgement for action, a finesse aa his 
part, to amuse us, till he could place himself 
under the protection of the fort. A few ininutes 
before coming in contact with tho brig, two 
boats, containing the master-attendant at An- 
jier, and an officer of the army, came on board, 
and OS wo were in momentary expectation ol 
firing, they wore, with their men, paeaed below. 
I concluded that they had been misled by the 
Uritiah coloars, under which we had paf std up 
the straits. No qucation, in consequence, were 
pat to thom; and they, very improperly, 
omitted mentioning that peace existed. The 
next day, after r«ceiving such intelliganco as 
thej had to communieate on the sobject, (part 
of which was official,) I gave np theveseei, QrsI 
slopping her shot-boles, and putting the rig- 
ging In order. 

I am aware that I mny be to blame for 
ocasing hostilities withoat more autbonli 
dence that peace hod been concluded ; 
trust, when our distance from home, niih tho 
little chance we had of receiving such ciiil 
are taken into consideration, I shall a\ 
tboaght to have decided prematurely. 



tiii:aty of peacb. 

His Britannic Majesty and the Vniltd 
States of America, desirous of terminating tbe 
or nhicb has so unhappily snbsisted between 
le two coanti ic:', and of restoring, upon priu- 
iplea of perfccl reciprocity, peace, fnendship, 
and good under^titnding between them, haTe, 
for that purpo.sp, appointed their respeotive 
plonipotentiarieti, that is to say: bis Britatmie 
Majesty, on bis psrt, has appoint«d ths right 
honorable James, Lord Gambier, late admirmi of 
tbe nhite. now ailmiral of the red squadron of 
his Majesty's fleet, Henry Qoulboum, Esq., 
mcmlicr of tlio Imperial parliament, and under 
secre-tary of state, and William Adanu, Baq. 
doctor of ciiil laws; — and the president of Ae 
Unitc^d Stale!!, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate Ibereof, b as appointed John 
Quincy Adonis, .Iiimea A. Bayard, Henry Clay, 
Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, citixcM 
of tbe United i^tatas, who, aft«r a recipro«al 
CO mm nni cation of their respective fdl1 powers, 
have agreed upon the following articles : 

Art, I. — There ahall be a firm and univeraal 
peace between bit Britannic Uajesty and tlie 
Cnited States, and between their reapectJTe 
countries, territories, cities, towns, ^d people, 
of every degree, withoat exception of places or 
persona. All hoslilitiet, both by sea and land, 
shall cease as soon as this treaty has bean 
ratified by both parties, as hereinafter men- 
tioned. All tcrriiorfee, places, and possessioiit 
whatsoever, takca from either party by the 
other, during the war, or which may be taken 
after tbe signing of this treaty, ezoepting only 
the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be re- 
stored wilhout dtlay, and without eaumng any 
destruction, or carrying awaj any of the 
artillery or other pablie property originally 
captured in the said forts or placea, and whicb 
shall remain therein, upon the exchange of the 
ratiGoatiana of the treaty, or any sLvea, or 
other private property, and all arehivoa, i»- 
corda, deeds, and papers, either of a pabfie 
nature, or belonging lo private persons, wbioh, 
in the course of ttie war, may have foUen into 
the hands of the affioers of either party, shall 
be, as far a.s may bo practicable, forthwith 
restored and delivered to the proper aulhoritiat 
and persons to whom they respectively belong. 
Such of tho islands in the bay of Faasama- 
quoddy as arc claimed by both parties, shall 
remain in the po°<9e8sion of the party in whoae 
occupation they may be at tbe time of the ex- 
change of tbo ratifications of this treaty, until 
the deoiston respecting the titie to the aaid 
islaQds shall have been made in conformity 
wiUi the fourth article of this trea^. Ho dia- 
poaition made by this treaty, as tosuch Jfoates- 
aiona of the islands and territories clainaed by 
both parties, shall, in any manner whatever, be 
constructed to aS'oct the right of either- 
Art. II. — Immediately after the ratlGcatioB 
of this treaty by both parties, as hereinafter 
meatJODed orders shall be sent to the armiea, 
squadrona, clSccrs, subjects, and citiiens of the 
Iwu pOHCTE to cease fromall hostilitiea: «ndt« 
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prevent all causes of complaint which miglit 
arise on* account of the prizes which may be 
taken at sea after the ratifications of this treaty, 
it is reciprocally agreed, that all vessels and 
effects which may be taken aflcr the space of 
twelve days from the said ratifications, upon all 
parts of the coast of North America, from the 
latitude of twcnty-|hree degrees north, to the 
latitude of fifty degrees north, as far eastward 
in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty-sixth degree 
of west longitude from the meridian of Green- 
wich, shall bo restored on each side : that the 
time shall be thirty days in all other parts of 
the Atlantic ocean, north of the equinoxial line 
or equator, and the same time for the British 
and Irish channels, for the gulf of Mexico, and 
all parts of the West Indies : forty days for the 
North Seas, for the Baltic, and for all parts of 
the Mediterranean. Sixty days for the Atlantic 
ocean south of the equator as far as the lati- 
tude of the Cape of Good Hope : ninety days 
for every part of the world south of the equa- 
tor : and one hundred and twenty days for all 
other parts of the world, without exception. 

Art. III. — All prisoners of war taken on 
cither side, as well by land as sea, shall be 
restored as soon as practicable after the ratifi- 
cation of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, 
on their paying the debts which they may have 
contracted during their captivity. The two 
oontructing parties respectively engage to dis- 
charge, in specie, the advances which may have 
been made by the other, for the sustenance and 
maintenance of such prisoners. 

Art. IV. — Whereas it was stipulated by the 
second article in the treaty of peace of one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty three, be- 
tween his Britannic Majesty and the United 
States of America, that the boundary of the 
United States should comprehend all islands 
within twenty leagues of any part of the shores 
of the United States, and lying between lines 
to be drawn due east from the points where the 
aforesaid boundries between Nova-Scotia, on 
the one part, and East Florida on the other, 
•hall respectively touch the bay of Fundy, and 
the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as 
now are, or heretofore have been within the 
limits of Nova-Scotia: and whereas the several 
islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is 
part of the bay of Fundy, and the island of 
Grand Menan, in the said bay of Fundy, are 
claimed by the United States as being compre- 
hended within their aforesaid boundaries, which 
said islands are claimed as belonging to his 
Britannic majesty, as having been at the time 
of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, 
within the limits of the province of Nova Scotia: 
in order, therefore, finally to decide upon these 
claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred 
to two commissioners, to be appointed in the 
following manner; viz. One commissioner 
shall be appointed by his Britannic majesty, 
and one by the President of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate thereof, and the said two commissioners 
so appointed shall be sworn impartially to ex- 



amine and decide upon the said claims, accord- 
ing to such evidence as shall be laid before 
tliem, on the part of his Britannic Majesty and 
of the United St^ites respectively. The said 
commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the 
province of New Brunswick, and shall have 
power to acljourn to such other place or places 
as they shall think fit. The said commissioners 
shall, by a declaration or report under their 
hands and seals, decide to which of the two con- 
tracting parties the several islands aforesaid do 
respectively belong, in conformity with the true 
intent of the said treaty of peace of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three. And if 
the said commissioners shall agree in their deci- 
sion, both parties shall consider such decision 
as final and conclusive. It is further agreed, 
that in the event of two commissioners differing 
upon all or any of the matters so referred to 
them, or in the event of both or either of the 
said commissioners refusing or declining, or 
wilfully omitting, to act as such, they shall 
make, jointly or separately, a report or reports 
as well to tko government of his Britannic 
Majesty, as to that of the United States, stating 
in detail the points of which they differ, and the 
grounds upon which their respective opinions 
have been formed, or the grounds upon which 
they, or either of them, have so refused, de- 
clined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic 
Majesty, and the government of the United 
States, hereby agree to refer the report or re- 
ports of the said commissioners, to some friendly 
sovereign or state, to be then named for that 
purpose, and who shall be requested to decide 
on the differences which may be stated in the 
said report or reports, or upon the report of one 
commissioner, together with the grounds upon 
which the other commissioner shall have re- 
fused, declined, or omitted to act, as the case 
may be. And if the commissioner so refusing, 
declining, or omitting to act, shall also wilfully 
omit to state the grounds upon which he has so 
done, in such manner that the said statement 
may be referred to such friendly sovereign or 
state, together with the report of such other 
commissioner, then such sovereign or state 
shall decide exparte upon the said report alone. 
And his Britannic Majesty and the government 
of the United States engage to consider the de- 
cision of some friendly sovereign or state to be 
final and conclusive, on all the matters so re- 
ferred. 

Art V. — Whereas neither that point of the 
high lands lying duo north from the source of the 
river St Croix, and designated in the former 
treaty of peace between the two powers as the 
north-west angle of Nova Scotia, nor the north- 
westernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet 
been ascertained ; and whereas that part of the 
boundary line between the dominion of the two 
powers which extends from the source of the 
river St. Croix directly north to the above 
mentioned north-west angle of Nova Scotia, 
thence along the said high lands which divide 
those rivers tlmt empty themselves into the 
river St. Lawrence from those which fall into 
the Atlantic ocean, to the north-westernmost 
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head of ConDocticut riyer, thence down along 
the middle of that riyer to the forty -fifth degree 
of north latitude : thence by a line due west 
on said latitude until it strikes the river 
Iroquois or Cataraguy, has not yet been snr- 
Teyed : it is agreed, that for these several pur- 
poses, two commissioners shall be appointed, 
sworn, and authorized, to act exactly in the man- 
ner directed with respect to those mentioned in 
the next preceding article, unless otherwise speci- 
fied in the present article. The said commissioners 
^all meet at St. Andrews, in the province of 
New Brunswick, and shall have power to ad- 
journ to such other place or places as they shall 
think fit. The snid commissioners shall have 
power to ascertain and determine the points 
above mentioned, in conformity with the provi- 
sions of the said treaty of peace of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, and shall 
cause the boundary aforesaid, from the source 
of the river St. Croix, to the river Iroquois or 
Cataraguy, to be surveyed and marked accord- 
ing to the said provisions. The said commis- 
sioners shall make a map of the said boundary, 
and annex it to a declaration under their hands 
and seals, certifying it to bo the true map of 
the said boundary, and particularizing the lat- 
itude and longitude of the north-west angle of 
Nova Scotia, of the north-westernmost h^id of 
Connecticut river, and of such other points of 
the said boundary as they may deem proper. 
And both parties agree to consider such map 
and declaration as finally and conclusively fixing 
the said boundary. And in the event of the 
said two commissioners differing or both, or 
either of them, refusing or declining, or wil- 
fully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, 
or statements, shall be made by them, or either 
of them, and such reference to a friendly 
sovereign or state, shall be made, in all respects 
as in the latter part of the fourth article is con- 
tained, and in as full a manner as if the same 
was herein repeated. 

Art, VI. — Whereas by the former treaty of 
peace, tliat portion of the boundary of the 
United States from the point where the forty- 
fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river 
Iroquois or Cataraguy to the lake Superior, 
was declared to be ** along the middle of said 
river into lake Ontario, through the middle of 
said lake until it strikes the communication by 
water between that lake and lake Erie, thence 
along the middle of said communication into 
lake Erie, through the middle of said lake until 
it arrives at the water communication into the 
lake Huron, thence through the middle of said 
lake to the water communication between that 
lake and lake Superior," And whereas doubts 
have arisen what was the middle of said nver, 
lakes, and water communications, and whether 
certain islands lying in the same were within 
the dominions of his Britannic Majesty or of the 
United States: in order, therefore, finally to 
decide those doubts, they shall be referred to two 
commissioners, to be appointed, sworn, and au- 
thorized to act exactly in the manner directed 
with respect to those mentioned in the next 
preceding article, unless otherwise specified in 



this present article. The said eommissioneis 
shall meet, in the first instance at Albbny, in the 
state of New York, and shall have power to ad- 
journ to such other place or places as they 
i«hall think fit The said commissioners shall, 
by a report or declaration, under their hands and 
seals, designate the boundary through the said 
rivers, lakes, or water oommonicatious, and de- 
cide to which of the two contracting parties 
the several islands lying within the said riv^, 
lakes, and water communications, do respec- 
tively belong, Sn conformity with the true in- 
tent of the said treaty of one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-three. And both parties 
agree to consider such designation and (kciaion 
as final add conclusive. And in the event of 
the said two commissioners 'differing, or both, 
or either of them, refusing, declining, or wil- 
fully omitting to aot^ such reports, declarations, 
or statements, shall be made by them, or either 
of them ; and such reference to a friendly 
sovereign or state shall be made in all respects 
as in the latter part of the fourth article is 
contained, and in as full a manner as if the 
same was herein repeated. 

Art. VII — It is fuKher agreed that the said 
two last mentioned commissioners, after they 
shall have executed the duties assigned to them 
in the preceding article, shall be, and Uiey are 
hereby authorized, upon the!r oaths, imparti- 
ally to fix and determine, according to the tme 
intent of the said treaty of peace of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, that part 
of the boundary between the dominions of the 
two powers, which extends from the water com- 
munication between lake Huron and lake Supe- 
rior, to the most north-western point of the lake 
of the Woods, to decide to which of the two 
parties the several islands lying in the lakes, 
water communications and rivers, forming the 
said boundary, do respectively belong, in con- 
formity with the true intent of the said treaty 
of peace of one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three ; and to cause such parts of the 
said boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and 
marked. The said commissioners shall, by a 
report or declaration under their hands and 
seals, designate the boundary line aforesaid, 
state their decisions on the points thus referred 
to them, and particularize the latitude and 
longitude of the most north-western point of 
the lake of the Woods, and of such other parts 
of the said boundary, as they may deem proper. 
And both parties agree to consider such desig- 
nation and decision as final and conclusive. 
And, in the event of the said two commissioners 
differing, or both, either of them, refusing, de- 
clining, or wilfully omitting- to act, such re- 
ports, declarations, or statement shall be made 
by them, or eitlier of them, and such reference 
to a friendly sovereign or state, shall be made 
in all respects, as in the latter part of the 
fourth article is contained, and in as full a 
manner as if the same was herein repeated. 

Art. VIII. — The several boards of two com- 
missioners mentioned in the four preceding 
articles, shall respectively have power to ap- 
point a secretary, and to employ such surveyors 
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or other persons as they shall jndge necessary. 
Doplicates of all their respectiTO repoi'tt*, de- 
clarations, statements, and decisions, and of 
their accounts, and of the journal of their prc- 
eeedingM, shall be deliTcred by them to the 
agents of his Britannic Majesty, and to the 
agents of the United States, who may be re- 
BpecUrely appointed and authorized to manage 
the business on behalf of their respective 
goTemments. The said commisaioner.-! shall 
be respectively paid in such manner as shall be 
agreed between the two contracting parties, 
such agreement being to be settled at tlie time 
of the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty ; and all other expenses attcntling said 
ocmmissioners shall be defrayed equally by the 
parties. And, in case of death, sickness, resig- 
nation, or necessary absence, the place of every 
such commissioner respectively shall be sup- 
plied in the same manner as such commissioner 
was first appointed, and the now commiduioner 
sliall take the same oath or affirmation, and do 
the same duties. It is further agreed between 
the two contracting parties, timt in case any of 
the islands mentioned in any of the preceding 
articles, which were in the possession of one of 
the parties prior to the coniraencemcnt of the 
present war between the countries, should, by 
the decision of any of the boards of commis- 
sioners aforesaid, or of the sovereign or state 
so referred to, as in the four next preceding 
articles contained, fall within the dominions of 
the other party, all grants of hinds made pre- 
Tious to the commencement of the wnr, by the 
party having had such possession, shall be as 
Talid as if such island or islands had, by such 
decision or decisions, been adjudged to be 
within the dominions of the party having huch 
possession. 

Art IX. — The United States of America en- 
gage to put an end, immediately after the 
ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities 
with all the tribes or nations of Indian<«, with 
whom they may be at war at the time of such 
ratification ; and forthwith to restore to such 
tribes or nations, respectively, all the pos!<es- 
sions, rights, and privileges, which they may 
have enjoyed or been entitled to in one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such 
hostilities : Provided always, that such tribes or 
nations shall agree to desist from all hostilities 
againt the United States of America, their citi- 
sens and subjects, upon the ratification of the 
present treaty being notifi^ to such tribes or 
nations, and shall so desist accordingly. And 
his Britannic Majesty engages, on his part, to 
put an end immediately after the ratification of 
the present treaty, to hostilities with all the 
tribes or nations of Indians with whom ho may 
be at war at the time of such ratification, and 
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations 
respectively, all the possessions, rights, and 
privileges, which they may have enjoyed, or 
been entitled to, in one thousand eight hundred 
and eleven, previous to such hofitilitics : Pro- 
vided always, that such tribes or nations shall 
agree to desist from all hostilities against his 
Britannie lili^esty, and bis subjects, upon the 



ratification of the present treaty being notified 
to such tribes or nations, and shall so desist 
accordingly. 

Art. X. — Whereas the traffic in slaves is irre- 
concilable with the principle of humanity end 
justice, and whereas both liis Britannic Majesty 
and the United States are desirous of coniinu- 
ing their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it 
is hereby agreed that both the contracting 
parties shall use their best endeavours to accom- 
plish so desirable an object. 

Art. XI. — Tliis treaty, when the same shall 
have been ratified on both sides, without aJtcr- 
ation by either of the contracting parties and the 
ratifications mutually exchange<I, shall be bind- 
ing on l>otli parties and the ratifications shall 
bo exchanged at Washington, in the space of 
four months from this day, or sooner, if practi- 
cable. 

In faith whereof, we the respective plenipo- 
tentiaries, have signed this treaty, and have 
thereunto affixed our seals. 

Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty - 
fourth day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen. 

OAMBIER, 

HENRY GOULBOURN, 
WILLIAM ADAMS, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
J. A. BAYARD. 
H. CLAY, 

JONATHAN RUSSELL, 
ALBERT GALL.VTIN. 

Now, therefore to the end of the said treaty of 
pence an;l amity may be observed with good faithr 
on the part of the United States, I, James Madison, 
l*i'esident as aforesaid, have cau«»ed the promises 
to be made public : and I do hereby enjoin all 
persons bearing office, civil or niilitary, within 
the United Slates, and all others, citlzi n or iu- 
habitunt" thereof, or boing within the same,^ 
faithfully to observe an«l fulfil the said treaty ,^ 
and every clause and article thereof. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the KcaV 
of the United States to be affixed to tiieso pre- 
sents, and signed the .same with my hand.. 

Done at the City of Washington, this eigh- 
teenth day of February, in the year of our 
Lordone thou.«*and eight Iiundred and fi (teen,, 
and of the sovereignty and independence of 
the United States the thirty-ninth, 

JAMES MADISON. 
By the president, 

JAMES MONROE. 



Total Bri/ish and American Cruisers captured 
or destroyed, ezcludinj those re-captured^ during 
the irar.-- 



British .... 
American . 



Vessels. 



90 
04 



Guns. 


Comple- 
ments. 


Tons. 


630 
GOO 


2751 
2994 


10273 
14848 
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* 

Liiti of British and American national cruisers^ captured at sea, which the opposite poHy 

succeeded in getting into port. 





BRITISH. 


Comp. 


Tons. 


AMERICAN. 


Ships* names. 


Guns. 


Ships* Names. 


Guns. 


Comp. 


Toil*. 


Macedonian, 




40 


292 


1081 


President, 




58 


477 


1533 


Cyane, 




33 


171 


539 


Chesapeake. 




49 


391 


1135 


Alert, 




20 


80 


393 


Essex, 




46 


265 


867 


Kpervicr, 


B. 


IS 


117 


382 


Frolic, 




22 


171 


539 


I>ominlca, 


Sc. 


15 


77 


217 


Argus, 




20 


125 


315 


Boxer, 


B. 


14 


GG 


179 


Wasp, 




18 


180* 


434 


SL Lawrence, 


Sc. 


13 


51 


240 


Rattlesnake, 


B. 


16 


131 


805 


Highflyer, 


Sc. 


6 


89 


209 


Syren, 


B. 


16 


187 


850 


Ballahou, 


Sc. 


4 


20 


74 


Nautilus, 


B. 


14 


106 


218 












Viper, 


B. 


12 


93 


148 












Jas. Maddison, 


Sc. 


10 


65 


114 












Qun-boat, 




9 


45 


112 












Suryeyor, 


Sc. 


6 


25 


100 












Nine gun-boats, 




34 


2G7 


549 


No. 
9. Toi 










No 

22. Total. 










tal 


171 


919 


3314 




880 


2480 


6714 



* Number of prisoners received. 
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256; Miy. Gen. Ryall— 267 ; Brig. Gen. 
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Provost's, General, Order — 221 ; Instructions— 

253 ; Proclamation — 261. 
Prisoners, Treatment of— 115, 231 ; Disposal 

of— 115. 
Proclamation, Gen. Hull's — 48; Gen. Brock's 

— 62; Sir G. Provost's— 261; Gen. Brown's 
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Indians — 144 ; Despatch to Sir G. ProYOst 
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Sackett's Harbour, Expedition against — 101. 
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Shannon and Chesapeake — 187. 

Sheaffe's Force— 182. 
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Talbot, Outrage at Port— 336. 
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War declared by U. S. — 37 ; An act of Aggres- 
sion by U. S. — 38 ; and Invasion of Russia 
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Declaration of, by Six Nations — 181. 

Washington, Capture of— 360; Estimate of 
l*ropcrty destroyed at — 805. 
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_„ «Ic1h1 italjnu, t>T John Minln, 

Id TUrtr^ht PuU, Sn. 1<«L Hch. _, , 

TIu f:mnpnluail'veFuull7 Bible : nnitaln- The Work* of Bniiywi- I _ 
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™™*. '"Ij^'l '^. •i'?™" 7^'""; T ,, .m •" *>"J-. ™ Hl-kvas". OisiiiB, Tiira, uU Cuhtimfou- 

..^1,.. «-.R~.lr,«L(T,mn<,loKlfiUMd,,lhorT.tk,. fUr Uw lUD«Td KnnllyTltocWy. With noB-rou. Illn.^ 

tumpldod In aLmt i. tntfaiu. J-.Vii <.i*.j«A- iU>l»H. In Sj l*rt«, -it SO. 

riM uid >l>fw THtanHni amMinii tn thn Anllurlie^Vn- Impcil»I DIcUOBUyt EngUitkltichBelofdca]. amt 

w 80700 Roferenrw and llauUiiin' al»o THMimtvK' "nd Art, on ftu. Ijuia of Wl-M«^ Xb|jI>1i tHrtloiiaqr: 

paTlngi au* » mnipW« Brripinn, A<la» uf Twanlj (tM' Uio uUiKr Klandarit DiFt>aiurinaDdLKni7d|^||i^ 

tWoureJ Map*. Mon™> OUWjij. JSrtlJTiiurh!^ Ito'IIrillHMriirf i^^ 

-AlliiKEthor UiotMtaodcli»i)«tportaUuHlitlonot (■wbiOajMnd MeaUic Termii. toCTtb.w wHl, Uurlr 

tliD SCTlpturM "Licb »i> bavB jat mq. — J/ioi Klymoloil™ vhI their PmnunrtalloB. acwnlhm b. Ih» Iwl 

BdoIe of ConunDn leaver; IlluamtAl and autbuiiUv*. lllufctratt'd liy upwardj uf Tv4j rtivutfaDd 

Annntated; Wttb TwAnty-nLne lllD^nt(l011li» cfakltlj ftvQ KhRraThipi on Wood, i I'ntumeBr ImpcTial bTO, balf mn- 

tluUUUaaton, InduOluK llight I)eciiiiu' fhr Uiii OIBcai. iuRi),£(i. 

b, n. C. Belona. ITw rubric, printed ill roiL Tbn .Suti- Coinp»al™toUio"lii.periiil»lclloiiMTi" 

iUr*. Comber, Uail, J'aWfrk, Barnut, Uonw, Taylor, So^wr, (le-vnfiii, llijiileal. roll Had, tumrtkal, and I^KrtpUr, 

and frogTHK ""be Lllnrity, a" "—'•—"""■■' ""''"'■■- . . ■- »^ ... .. . ' 
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ptlDctnka In Ibr. SoBlb of Koropi. Uy l«.pulil Manki'. tun In I'lirtWn-t lo Liflaluiin. 
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*"_ , ■ _ „,.^ „,„ .r..^^ Ib.'Aiilhnr.ai.di'Drtiatl.l.naVol, .QpiTroyalHnscWh. 
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Wvlnlly. By Tlmolhy ll"l^l, UJl. 1 Vol, mptr n'jal """'■ '"■■ "^ 
Hm, cloth, 211a. ild. A Thcodley: Or VIndlration ofthn INvlnr (ilrn- m 

The ProteatiDt. A Ccrlwof llwayHnn (,«.■ siul ' "'''i"'"'"' '" '^9 I'™'"'™"™' "^^^ iioT.-niiii.iit of tlu- 
WatR»llirion,tbpC*ri«ti«DllyofthaNewT-rtan»nI,an.ll ^'"™'"™*- 1»<.1-.I".K bound, lUn 
STlCSuprnttUoii -blfl. ha* ii-urpc^ tb.. d^bI: Bj ,. T he Prieai .Md Ik* Hofmuotj Or l-H«ru- 
wLlubMWVis. Now lidltlo,^ will. )l™,Ir ^d l^.^- ' ''' '' '^V^,'S'''f ''■"''^■.fr™tlK ►■rrochnfl.lhmp- 
InJt oftho Anllior. 1 Tol,m«Uuiu Bio, tlolh, 17b. td. '" ' '"'" '!""■ "- « 

Btiwltbinue'* Hlitnry or the BlMe, ynnn thi- 
B«lnDlaa of ttjD Wiirld if* tbo Kb tubUBbmerit of diila' 
llanlty with numarnu' Not«>, an IntrodnethHi, IMvPrt- 
atloni. md Conipltle Indln* lUuttrated with 17 blghlj- 
llidtbed KDBiatlngH. ^vol*. Impurial, Hto., cloth, 4A»c 

The EnslBeeT and llacbliilM*! AuUtantl 
Bring • Berka on liana SRtloiu,andlilsTatlniiairfiit(am 
Bnglnn, ^onlnc Machlnn, MlUa (brOrindlng Tnulii. ir., 
tak«D ftnni MaehlOM ol Ihu niort approwd mniilnirtlnn 
Ud ippllcatkni of tha Bloam EDiim, on Tarlona df put- 
noit* or Uaehbwry. Krw and Impcnnd EdKlon, Id 28 
Parta, hnpaU Mo, 3"- «•>■ —^^ ' ^'-^ >>*V mrntca, 
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the Ctinrrh'a Stemrdahlp •■ Invited ivltli 
Tliem. By Ur.CHuvia. ta. 

The nMlhsd of the Divine OoTciBnaenI, 
Pliyalcal and H<n*l, l>T tbo Iter. 3txa McUxd. 
Ia^. 1 Vol, Std., cloth, I«r. 
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The Anglo-American Kagarine, aii iUuntratiNi 

monthly publication, roniprinint; the bent Tariety of road- 
inff ma|t«>r in ercry branch of uwful and axnurinK litera- 
ture to bo had in any mapaElne.pnbliiihed in Amorlca. 
lAs. per annum, and port^ frM if paid In adranre. 
Cluba. — ^Two Copies for $5, or Five Crieff for $10, In- 
variably in advance, postaj^ not prepaid in tho«e caseft. 

The Echo and Proteftant Episcopal Recorder, » 

W«>oldy Newspaper, devoted to the diffusion of Rvangel leal 
truths and doctrlnois and conta&iinf; a weekly summary 
of the News of the World, published every Friday Mi-mins;, 
f )r the Committee of AlanaKemcnt. 6s. per annum in 
advance, 10s. at end of the ymr. 

The Canadian Journal, a itopertory of industry, 

Srionco, and Art, published monthly, for the Council of 
tho Canadian Institute. Ids per annum. 

The Canadian Almanac, «nd lu-pository of Usirftxi 

Knowlcd^, containing full and authentic Commercial, 
Statistical, Astrouomlctil, IX^partmental, Ecclesiastical, 
h^ucatlonal, I'lnsncial and Q^neral Information. I*u1>- 
lishod Annually ; l'ric«, "t}^ 

KOOKS. 

The Hiatory of ^the War of 1812, '13. 14, nypub- 

lisbod from the pagi^s of the AxflLO Am£RICan Magazink, L* 
now ready, in a handsome 8vo volume, half bound. Price 
10s. 

"Tlio character of this work is toi> well known tfy need 
any commendation on our part." 

"The HLstory of the War fo Iroparlially and well written." 
— Kxtrac-ts fhim private letter. 

Canada Part, Present, and Fntnre, in 2 volumes, 

royal Hvo, embellished with Maps and Plates. Price £1 10s. 

The Coming Stmggle, a Hew Edition. Tiie New 

IMition of this celebrated work, has bei»n jrreatly eular<;cd 
with Notes and Kxtracts from the works of Dr. Thouiatf. 
• thi> Iwirned Author of the original work, and foretells in a 
n'nmrkable manner the present difflcultles between Kussia 
anti TuRKKY, and the Implication of all Continental Powers 
in tb«? Strup^lrt. The temporary triumphs of RujSiA, and 
iiiT llnal overthrow by Knol-AXD, asiiisttHl by her o(Tsprin}r 
America, at the Hattlb of Armagehdo.x. These .lud niauy 
otlier htranjco events, are shewn by Dr. Thomas, to have 
Uh-u foretold by the prophets Iflzokiel, Daniel, and the 
Apcx-alypse. 

*'It is altopether one of the most- reinarkftMo works over 
published." — Timrs. 

l>ric^* only Is. yu. The Trade supplliMi on the most 
litionil terms. 

The Eiae and Fall of Papacy, ^y th" Rev. Robert 

Fleminsr, written In ItJOS. Contalninp most remarkable 
propliHcloB, many of which have been fulfilled in our day. | 
J 'rice only Is. od. 

Burton's Hirtory of the Honse of Orange, with 

the History of William and Mary. l»rice Is 3d. 

Gnnnison's History of the Mormons, or the Latter 

Day Saints, in the valley of the Great Salt T^ke. Price 
Is. ad. 

The Eight of the Bible in our Public Schools, ^j 

the Kev. Dr. Cheever, with an introduction by a Canadian 
a'h ocat-e of Free Schools. Price li 3d. 

Abbott ITnmasked. or Napoleon Buonaparte shewn 

in his true colours : by W. T. IIalet. Republished fh>m 
the Anglo-American Magazine. Prico Is. od. 

ITncle Tom's Cabin* ^7 H- B. Ptowe. People's JMi- 
t ion. Price only Is. 3d. 

Lumberer's Beady Beckonert by Doyio, fir Thnber, 

Planks, Boards, Saw Logs: Waf^ei; Interest Tables at 6 
and 7 p^r cent, Ac, Ac. IMco l8 8d,or lOsper doz. 



.MAPS. 

A Map of Canada West, compiled fhmi tbe most 

recent authorities and surveys, by Donald McDonald. 
Price 16s. 
'• The most complete Map ever offered to the Public.** 

A Map of the World, on a Globular Prq)eetlon» 

by Arrowsmlth. Mounted, coloured, and varnished, prioe 

las. 

School Map of America, one of thn National serlw. 
Mounted, 15s. 

*#* British Amrrica is iwarl'f trad y fur pvUiealion and th€ 
lAhfrt o/iht Kri(i wiUfollmo in due. courst. 

Pocket Map of Canada West adapted to the laU 

Divisions and Alterations, with all the Railroads marked : 
neatly done up in a ease and coloured. 2s. fid. 

COUNTY MAPS.*] 
Map of Grey and BruCOi I'J Rankin. Mounted 16s. 

Map of the Huron District, hy McDonald, embracing 
the Counties of Huron, Perth, and Dmce. Mounted, 15«. 

Map of the Newcastle and Colbome Districts, by 

Fleming;, embraclnj; the Counties of Northnmberland| 
Durham, Poterboro*. and Victoria. Mounted, lOs. 

Map of the Western District, by BiUyani and i»arr^ 

c^mprlsint; the Counties of Essex, Kent, and l/imhton, 
with part of the State of Mlchi;^n. Rollers, mounted, and 
varnished, £1. Ifis. 

Map of the Westen^Diitrict i>y r^nkin, comprise 

ins the Counties of Kss«>x, Kont, and I^mbton. Mounted, 
15s. 

Map of the Talbot Dirtriot, by Walsh, emhradn/f 
the County of Norfolk. Sheets, 10s.; mounted and eolore# 
17s. Cd. 

CHARTS. 
A Chart of Lake Ontario^ from the Surveys of O&pt • 
Owen, R.N., and A. Ford, U.8.N.; with additions hy 
Lieut. I[erlx>rt, R.N. i'rice 10s., mounted on cloth. 

A Chart of Lake Huron* from the surveys of Captain 
Rnyfield. R.N., with addlUons liy Lieut. Herbert, R.N. 
Price l.'is., mounted on cloth. 

PLANS. 

A Topographical Plan of the (&ty of Toronto- il- 
lustrated by Views of the IMncipal Buildings. Price, on 
sheets, 58. ; mounted, lOs. ; mounted and coloured, ISs. 

Plan of the Town of Peterborongh. Mounted kc, 

IDs. 

Plan of the Town of Cobourg. Mounted Ac, los. 
Plan of the Town of Stratfbrd. Shoets Ss. Mounted 

&c, lOs. 

Plan of the Town of Ouelph. Sbeeta 5t. 
Plan of the Town of Sydenham. Sheets 3s. Od. 

BLANK FORMS. 
Deeds* ^^^ a°(1 old Forms, on paper and on parchment. 

Quit Claim Deeds. 

Mortgages^ wlthand without power of sale. 

Do. do. do. do. with 

insuranco clause. 

Agreements for Lands, lA^asos, Bonds, Chtttle Mort- 
gages. 
Division Court Blanks, Law Blanks, Ac. 

MAQISTRATSS* BLANKS. 
Summons to Defendant. 

„ to Witnees. 

Informations, Search Warrantx, Reoognlsanoas, A«. 



PERIODICALS, 

Supplied by Madear ^ Co.j King Street Eastj Toronto. 



EngllAlu 

THE ART JOURNAL: a Monthly PubUca- 
tkm, derotadto the Fine Arti. Each nmnber aooraipeiiled 
by three fine ited EngraTing*, which are really worth 
more than the rabacrlption price. Subeeribon snp|died 
at £2 6f . per annum. 

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS : a 
Weekly journal . oontalning for the time a &ithftil record, 
pictorial and deflcriptlTe, of all erente of interest in every 
put of the world. At thia preetet thne it is particularly 
IntereatinfC owintc to the war in the Eaut, which is ftilly 
and fldthfUly illuetrated by Artiste on the spot £3 fis. 
per annum. 

LONDON PUNCH: a Satirical Paper, pub- 
lished weekly. £1 lOo. per annum. 

BELL'S LIFE IN IX)NDON: a Sporting 
Paper, published weekly. £2 per annum. 

WEEKLY DESPATCH, a Paper that requires 
only to be known, to acquire an Extensive circulation. 
£2 per annum. 

LONDON SPECTATOR, LEADER, NAVAL 

AND anUTART OAZETTEKR, BRITISH ARMY DE3- 
PATCn, and many other English Jl'wpen and Periodicals. 

American RcprlnUi. 

HOUSEHOLD WORDS, conducted by Charles 
DIekena. Issued in monthly parts, at 16s. per annum. 

CHAMBER'S EDINBURGH JOURNAL, re- 
printed by Bunco k Bro., in monthly numbers, at 7s. 6d. 
per annum. 

BLACKWOOD & FOUR REVIEWS, ISs. 
each per annum, or £2 10s. for the whole. 

t LONDON LANCET, Issued in monthly parts, 
1 6s. per annum, 

MEDICO CHIRU.RGICAL REVIEW : a quar- 
terly Journal of Medical Science, published at 168 per 
annum. 

BR AITHWAITE'S RETROSPECT, pubUshed 
half-yearly, at IDs. per annum. 



PUTNAM'S MONTHLY : an original Maga- 
line, and by ikr the beet ivued from the Unlttd Steles 
Price 16s. a year. 



HARPER'S MAGAZINE, aptly styled tlw 
•< Olant of the Monthlies.'' Each number is handannnaiy 
illustrated with numerous engrarings. Qakf ISs. a year. 

ECLECTIC MAGAZINE, containing a selee- 
tion of the best articles appearing in the Sn^lah Magft- 
sines of the day. Price 268. per annum. 

LITTLE'S LIVING AGE : a weekly pnbUca- 
tlon, containing the cream of the literature of tiie day, 
fhnnall eouroes, Bnglish and Amerieea. Price only aOa. 
a year. 

GODET'S LADY'S BOOK: a book for the 
Ladies. Issued monthly. 16s. a year. 

FRANK LESLIE'S GAZETTE, of New York, 
Paris, and London Fashions, at 15e. per annum. lUs 
Magazine is particularly attractiTo to jhshionablea, who 
may watch the monthly changes in Plashion and Dresa. 

FRANK LESLIE'S NEW YORK JOURNAL: 

an illustrated monthly Magasine, containing a large 
amount of reading matter. Only 10s. a Tear. 

HUNT'S MERCHANT'S MAGAZINE, 

adapted to the wants of the Mercantile community. Price 
16s. a year. 

SILLIMAN'S JOURNAL OP SCIENCE k 
ART, published erery second month. To the Sdentlftc 
man, this work is invaluable. Price only 26s. a year. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL QUARTERLY 
REVIEW: a new pubUcation, just issued, the first num- 
ber of which gives great promise (^success. 16s. a year. 

BIBLICAL REPOSITORY. Pabtiahed quar- 
terly, at 16s. a year. 

WATER-CURE JOURNAL. Deroted to 

Hydropathy, its Philosophy and Practice. Only 6s. per 
annum. 

PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL. Devoted to 
all the progressive measures Ibr the eleration and improro- 
ment of mankind. Os. a year. 



TO MUNICIPAL OFFICERS. 



The Subflorlbers avail themselves of this opportunity to inform their numerous Friends, that 
they have always on hand the various forms required by County and -Township Officers, vii : — 

ASSESSMENT ROLLS, Resident and Non-Resident^ for Towns and Plages, and 
for Townships ; 

DECLARATIONS and NOTICES OF ASSESSMENT ; 

COLLECTORS' ROLLS ; Ditto for Non-Residents ; 

LISTS FOR THE SELECTION OF JURORS, Ist, 2nd, 8rd and?4th Divisions ; 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS' LISTS, &c. 

MACLEAR & CO., , 

Toronto, March, 1855. Publuhers. 



TO COUNTY JUDGES AND CLERKS OF DIVISION COURTS. 



PROCEDURE BOOKS and CASH BOOKS, in accordance with the New Rules, kept 
constantly on hand, of all thicknesses, or made to order; also, all the Blank Forms required. 



16, long Street East 



MACLEAR & CO 



This book should be returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 



* •• • • t. • . 



.fftfr--" -ilk 




